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PEBPACB. 


It  may  be  well  to  state  distinctly  here  that  ihia 
book  does  not  design  to  enter  into  any  critical  in- 
quiries respecting  the  text  of  tlie  Evangelists.  In  the 
few  cases  where  a  historical  statement  is  affected  by 
tlie  different  readings,  Tischendoif  is  followed,  use  being 
made  of  hia  "  Synopsis  Evangelica/'Lipsite,  1854.  Eef- 
erence  is  also  made  in  snch  cases  to  Meyer  and  Alford, 
and  occasionally  to  otJier  authorities.  ■  Nor  does  it  de- 
sign to  enter  into  any  questions  respecting  the  author- 
ship of  the  Gospels,  the  time  when  written,  or  their 
relations  to  each  other.  "Not  docs  it  discuss  the  point 
of  their  inspiration,  but  assumes  that  they  are  genuine 
historical  documents,  and  statements  of  facts ;  and  deals 
with  them  as  such.  'Not  does  it  aim  to  explain  or 
interpret  the  Lord's  parables,  or  discourses  ;  or  to  dis- 
cuss questions  of  mere  archseology,  or  of  verbal  criti- 
cism. Those  who  wish  infoi-mation  upon  these  points 
will  consult  the  authors  who  have  written  specially 
upon  them. 

The  simple  purpose  of  this  book  is  to  arrange  the 
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events  of  the  Lord's  life,  as  given  iia  by  the  Evangelists, 
80  far  as  possible,  in  a  chronological  order,  and  to  state 
the  grounds  of  this  order  ;  and  to  consider  the  difficul- 
ties as  to  matters  of  fact  which  the  several  narratives, 
when  compared  together,  present ;  or  are  supposed  by 
modem  cnticism  to  present. 

As  the  necessary  foundation  for  a  chronological  ar- 
rangement, the  dates  of  the  Lord's  birth  and  death,  and 
the  duration  of  His  public  ministry,  are  discussed  in 
brief  preliminary  essays.  The  geographical  discussions 
are  all  limited  to  the  sites  of  places  directly  related  to 
the  narratives,  'No  more  notice  is  taken  of  the  general 
history  of  the  time,  than  is  necessary  to  explain  the  oc- 
casional references  of  the  Evangelists. 

In  order  not  to  avoid  any  points  of  real  difficulty 
which  the  historical  statements  of  the  Gospels  present, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  not  to  weary  the  reader  with  dis- 
cussions of  the  alleged  discrepancies  which  some  critics 
find,  or  aifeet  to  find,  so  thickly  strewn  upon  their 
pages,  I  have  selected,  as  the  latest  exponents  of  the 
critical  tendencies  of  the  times,  the  Commentaries  of  the 
German,  Meyer,  and  of  the  Englishman,  Alford.  Both 
of  these  are  ready,  and  over  ready,  as  I  think,  to  admit 
mistalies  in  matters  of  fact,  and  to  affirm  that  the  Evan- 
gelists, in  certain  points,  cannot  he  harmonized ;  yet 
both  admit  the  supernatural  element  in  the  Gospels, 
and  expose  and  set  aside  many  of  the  objections  of  the 
merely  negative  criticism.  To  these  two  commentators, 
therefore,  very  frequent  reference  is  made,  and  whatever 
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difficulties  they  present,  as  really  such,  are  for  tlie  most 
part  noticed. 

From  what  has  just  teen  said,  the  reader  -will  not 
be  surprised  that  no  notice  whatevei-  has  been  taken  of 
Strauss,  and  his  "  Life  of  Chriat."  The  principle  upon 
which  lie  proceeds,  in  his  histoncal  criticism,  he  thus 
states :  "  Ko  just  notion  of  the  true  natiire  of  history  is 
possible,  without  a  perception  of  the  inviolability  of  the , 
chain  of  finite  causes,  and  of  the  impossibility  of  mir- 
acles." If  a  miracle  is  impossible,  it  is  plainly  a  worlc 
of  supererogation  to  refute  in  detail  a  histoi-y,  which, 
upon  its  face,  professes  to  be  a  record  of  supernatural 
events.  After  striking  out  all  that  is  ascribed  to  im- 
mediate divine  agency,  as  incredible,  the  residuum  is 
scarce  worth  the  trouble  of  contending  for.  Besides,  an 
attentive  examination  of  Strauss'  "  Life  of  Christ "  has 
made  upon  my  own  mind  the  impres'^ion  that  he  deals 
with  the  evangelic  narratives  in  a  most  unfair,  not  to 
say  dislioncst,  spirit.  Everywhere  he  finds  discrepan- 
cies and  contradictions;  and  one  cannot  helj)  feeling, 
that  whatever  the  Evangelists  might  have  narrated,  he 
would  find  as  many  objections  to  then'  statements  as 
now.  For  the  same  reason  that  nothing  is  said  of 
Strauss,  no  allusion  is  made  to  HennoJl,  or  Bruno 
Bauer,  or  others  of  that  school.  The  Commentaries  of 
De  Wette,  and  the  Life  of  Jesus  by  Hase,  have  high 
literary  merits,  but  the  sceptical  spirit  in  which  they  are 
written,  gives  them  only  a  negative  value  in  these  in- 
q^uiries. 
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It  will  be  noted  that  the  references  are  almost  ex- 
clusively to  recent  writers.  This  is  intentional.  To 
notice  the  latest  results  of  modern  criticism  and  inves- 
tigation, has  been  my  piu-pose  ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  I 
have  not  neglected  to  examine  tlie  more  prominent  of 
the  older  writers  in  this  depai'tment,  so  far  as  I  liave 
been  able,  from  Augustine  downward.  Wliile,  in  some 
cases,  and  chiefly  those  pertaining  to  chronology  and 
geography,  the  wider  scope  of  modern  scholarship  lias 
given  us  new  materials  for  judgment,  yet  it  must  be 
admitted  that  in  regard  to  internal  discrepancies,  not 
unfrequently  the  old  solutions  are  the  best.  No  reader, 
familiar  with  their  writings,  will  be  surprised  to  find 
Ligbtfoot,  Lardner,  Earonius,  Keland,  and  some  others, 
here  referred  to  as  of  high  autliority,  even  at  Ibis  day, 
in  their  respective  departments.  That  so  many  ref- 
erences are  mado  to  German  writers,  is  owing  to  the 
fact  that  no  other  scholars  have  labored  so  diligently 
and  successfully  in  this  field. 

That  all  will  find  the  solutions  of  alleged  discrepan- 
cies and  contradictions  here  given,  satisfactory,  is  not 
to  be  expected.  Nor  will  the  chronological  order,  or 
topographical  results,  be  received  by  all.  But  it  is  a 
great  point  gained,  to  be  able  to  see  just  what  the 
amount  of  the  discrepancy  or  contradiction,  if  it  really 
exists,  is.  Those  readers  who  have  been  accustomed 
to  bear,  through  sceptical  critics,  of  the  numerous 
errors  and  mistalces  of  the  Evangelists,  will  be  sur- 
prised to  leaiTi  how  few  arc  the  points  of  real  difficulty, 
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and  how  often  these  arc  exaggerated  by  the  miainter- 
pretation  of  the  critic  himself.  There  are  not  a  few 
commentators  who  adopt  the  rigid  literalism  of  Osian- 
der ;.  not,  like  him,  to  defend  the  credibility  of  the  Gos- 
pel narrative,  but  to  destroy  it. 

Ill  regard  to  the  exact  order  of  events,  there  is 
room  for  great  differences  of  opinion,  and  positive 
statements  are  impossible.  There  are,  however,  cer- 
tain well  marked  lines  of  division,  and  the  precise  ar- 
rangement of  the  details  is  comparatively  unimportant, 
as  not  at  all  affecting  the  historical  acenraey  of  the 
narratives,  and  must  be  left  to  the  ex'egetical  tact,  or 
critical  acumen  of  tlie  student. 

It  will  not  be  expected  that  I  should  present,  upon 
a  subject  discussed  for  so  many  centuries  by  the  best 
minds  of  the  Church,  anything  distinctively  new.  Still, 
I  tnist  that  some  points  have  been  set  in  clearer  light, 
and  that  the  general  arrangement  will  facilitate  the 
inquiries  of  tliose  who  seek  to  know  as  much  as  is  possi- 
ble of  the  external  history  of  the  Lord's  works  and 
woi"ds,  that  they  may  tlie  better  penetrate  into  their 
spiritual  meaning.  I  have  given  considerable  promi- 
nence to  the  gi'eat  divisions  of  His  work,  first  in  Judea, 
and  then  in  Galilee,  and  to  the  character  of  His  last 
journey  to  Jerusalem;  both  as  explaining  some  peculi- 
arities in  the  synoptical  Gospels,  and  as  showing  tliat 
His  work  was  carried  on  under  true  historic  conditions. 
There  is  no  fact  more  important  to  be  kept  clearly  in 
mind  in  these  studies  than  this,  that  Jesus  was  very 
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man  no  less  than  very  God.  "While  recognizing  the 
snpeniatural  elements  in  the  evangelic  narratives 
wherever  they  exist,  we  are  not  so  to  introduce  them 
as  to  make  these  narratives  the  records  of  a  life  neither 
human,  nor  divine.  Tlie  Lord,  in  all  His  woi'ds  and 
works,  in  His  conduct  toward  the  Jews,  and  His  repeat- 
ed efforts  to  make  tliem  hear  and  receive  Him,  acted 
as  man,  under  those  laws  which  God  at  the  beginning 
established  to  guide  human  action.  His  lite  on  earth 
was  in  the  highest  sense  a  human  one,  and  it  is  this 
fact  that  gives  us  the  key  to  the  Gospels  as  real  lustorie 
records. 

It  may  properly  here  be  said,  that  this  work  was 
ready  for  the  press  two  years  since,  and  that  its  publi- 
cation has  been  delayed  to  this  time  by  the  troubled 
aspect  of  our  political  affairs.  I  cannot  regret  the 
delay,  as  it  has  given  me  the  opportunity  to  examine 
several  valuable  works  that  have  appeared  in  this  inter- 
val. Among  these  are  Ellicott's  "  Historical  Lectures 
on  tlie  Life  of  our  Lord ; "  vols,  fifth  and  sixth  of  Sepp's 
"  Lehcn  Jesu ; "  Jones'  "  Notes  on  the  Scriptures ; "  and 
Lewin's  "  Jerusalem."  To  the  first  of  these,  distinguish- 
ed by  its  accurate  scholarship  and  reverential  tone,  and 
which  happily  has  been  republished  in  this  country,  and 
is  thus  accessible  to  all,  I  have  made  frequent  references. 
I  cannot  refrain  from  expressing  my  obligations  to  the 
Notes  of  the  late  Judge  Jones,  whose  deep  insight  into 
the  meaning  of  the  Evangelists  none  can  doubt,  al- 
though he  may,  perhaps,  at  times  be  charged  with  over- 
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subtlety  and  refinement.  I  must  also  make  thankful 
mention  of  tlie  Commentaries  on  lilark  and  Matthew, 
the  latter  unliappily  unfinished,  of  tlie  late  Prof.  J.  A. 
Alexander,  who,  witlioiit  any  of  the  parade  of  learning, 
gives  «s  its  most  solid  results.  Some  recent  worlts,  as 
that  of  Xisehcndorf,  "  Ans  dem  heiligen  Lando,"  Leip- 
zig, 1862,  eame  into  my  hands  too  late  to  he  of  use. 

How  poor  and  unworthy  of  Him,  the  external  as- 
pects of  whose  earthly  life  I  have  endeavored  in  some 
points  to  portray,  my  labors  are,  none  can  feel  more 
deeply  than  myself.  I  can  only  pray  that  His  blessing 
— the  blessing  that  changed  the  water  into  wine— may 
go  with  this  book,  and  make  it,  in  some  measure,  useful 
to  His  children. 
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For  the  convenience  of  younger  students,  and  because,  in  the 
notes  I  have  generally,  for  the  sake  of  hrevity,  referred  to  autliors 
by  their  names,  and  not  given  the  titles  of  their  works,  1  add  here 
a  list  of  such  of  the  mote  recent  writers  as  are  most  frequently 
cited,  with  the  titles  in  full.  The  elder  writers,  whose  works  are 
well  known,  it  is  not  necessary  to  Include  in  the  list. 
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[In  (he  folloiTing  Kssays,  and  tJirnnghout  tliia  work,  tho  dates  ore  giren 
ncoording  to  the  sra  bogiUDing  with  the  building  of  Rome,  or  ai  iirie  coa- 
dita;  more  briefly,  o.  c,  Reclioning  badmnrd  from  Christ,  the  year  1  of 
Bomo  corresponded  to  tlie  year  753  B.o,  The  year  of  Rome  corresponding 
to  tlie  year  1  of  the  Christian  icra,  was  7u4.  Hence,  to  obtMn  the  year  of 
Rome  afler  Christ,  ire  must  odd  toTS3  the  number  in  question:  thns  the  year 
BO  i.D.  would  correspond  to  753  + SO,  or78S.  If  we  would  obtain  the  year  of 
Rome  before  Christ,weinnBtsnbtractthenuinber  in  question  from  To4;  thus 
if  Herod  died  i  years  before  the  Christian  icra  or  1  b.  c,  751-4  would  give 
750  of  Rome.  Always,  if  not  eipcessly  stated  to  the  contrary,  the  year  of 
Rome  is  io  be  miderstood.] 

DATE  OF  THE  LORD'S  BIRTH. 

"We  take  as  our  starting  point  in  this  inquiry  the  statement  of 
Matthew,  (ii.  1-S,)  that  Jesus  was  horn  before  the  death  of  Herod 
the  Great.  We  must,  therefore,  first  ascertain  when  Hei-od  died. 
According  to  Josephus,'  "  he  di^d  the  fifth  day  after  he  had  caused 
Antipater  to  he  skin ;  having  reigned  since  he  caused  Antigonus 
to  ho  slain,  thirty-four  years,  hut  since  he  had  been  declared  king 
by  the  Komans,  thirty-seven."  He  was  ao  declared  liing  In  714. 
This  would  bring  his  deatli  in  tho  year  from  1st  Nisan  750  to 
1st  Nisan  751,  according  to  Jewish  computation,  at  the  age  of 
seventy. 

Bnt  the  tJate  of  his  death  may  be  more  definitely  fixed.  Jo- 
sephus relates'  that  he  executed  tho  insurgents,  Matthias  and  his 
companions,  on  the  night  of  an  eclipse  of  the  moon.  This  eclipse 
took  place,  as  lias  been  ascertained  by  astronomical  calculations,' 
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on  the  night  of  the  12th  and  18th  March,  T50 ;  yet  he  was  dead 
before  the  6th  of  April,  for  the  PaasoTer  of  that  year  fell  u!)Oii  the 
12th  April,  and  Joaephus  states'  that  before  this  feast  his  son  and 
successor  Archelaus  observed  the  usual  seven  days'  mourning  for 
the  dead.  His  death  must  therefore  be  placed  betweea  the  13th 
March  and  ith  April,  760.  We  may  take  the  1st  of  April  as  an 
approximate  date.' 

IIow  long  before  Herod's  death  was  the  Lord  born!  The 
Evangelists  Matthew  and  Luke  relate  certain  events  that  occurred 
between  His  birth  and  Herod's  death,  His  circniiicision  upon  the 
eighth  day,  the  presentation  at  the  Temple  on  the  fortieth,  the 
visit  of  the  Magi,  the  flight  into  Egypt,  the  murder  of  the  Inno- 
cents. Whatever  view  may  bo  taten  as  to  the  order  of  these  events, 
they  can  scarcely  have  occupied  less  than  two  months.  Thia 
would  bring  His  birth  into  January,  or  February  at  latest,  750. 

Having  thus  reached  a  fixed  period  in  one  direction,  and  ascer- 
tained that  His  birth  cannot  be  placed  later  than  the  beginning  of 
750,  let  us  consider  the  data  that  limit  the  period  upon  the  other 
side.  And  the  first  of  these  we  flad  in  the  statement  of  Luke, 
(ii.  1-6,)  that  He  was  born  alter  the  edict  of  Augustus  that  all  the 
world  should  he  taxed.  In  obedience  to  this  edict,  his  parents 
went  to  Bethlehem  to  bo  taied,  and  there  He  was  bom.  If,  now, 
we  can  ascertain  when  this  edict  went  into  effect  in  Judea  wehave 
another  fixed  period. 

It  is  known  from  Suetoniaa  and  from  the  Aneyranian  monn- 
ment,  that  Augustus  three  yraes  instituted  a  census,  in  T3S,  746, 
and  767."  Of  these  the  second  only  needs  to  be  considered.  But 
this  seems  to  have  been  confined  to  the  Italians  or  Romans,  eives 
Somani,  and  thus  a  eemva  emu-m,*  and  not  to  have  extended  to  the 
provinces.'  It  cannot,  therefore,  have  been  the  taxing  of  Luke. 
That  Augustus  did  at  different  times  take  a  census  of  the  provinces 
is  well  established,  but  we  know  not  the  exact  periods.    As  wo 

'  Andq.,  ir.  8.  4. 

'  Almost  ail  chranologisfs  agree  in  putting  Ilprod's  death  in  750.  So 
Browne,  Sepp,  Wieseler,  Ammor,  Ewald,  Winer,  Hates,  Meyer.  Jarvis  puts 
it  in  MarGh,  749 ;  Grcawell,  April,  751 ;  Clinton  in  750  or  751. 

'  Sepp,  1.  139. 

*  Usher,  10. 158 ;  Greswell,  1.  5S6  and  4.  2S. 

'  This,  howsTer,  is  doubled  by  many.  Browne,  i5;  Friedlieb,  53;  Sepp, 
1. 141.     See  Eivald,  5.  141. 
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cannot,  then,  bring  the  tasing  of  Lute  into  any  direct  and  positive 
connection  with  the  census  of  T46,  it  affords  us  no  certain  chrono- 
Jogioal  datum. 

Attempts  have  been,  made  to  reach  a  positive  result  in  another 
way.  According  to  Tertulliun/  the  census  at  the  birth  of  Christ 
was  talcen  by  S«Dtiii3  Satumiuus.  Sed  et  centua  constat  actoi  mh 
Avgvito  tUTio  in  Judaea  per  Sent.  Satuminvmt,  apud  qwis  genue 
e}us  iitq-atrere  potestis.  It  is  said  that  this  necessarily  implies  that 
BatnrniauB  was  governor  of  Syria.  We  have  then  only  to  inquire 
when  lie  was  thus  governor.  He  is  often  inentioned  by  Jo'.ephui  ° 
Tliero  is  some  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  length  of  bis  adniinis 
tration.  Greswell  makes  it  to  extend  from  T40-750,  hut  mcit 
only  to  748.'  If,  then,  this  census  was  taken  by  Saturnmus  as 
governor  of  Syria,  it  must  have  been  before  748,  and  consequently 
the  Lord's  birth  mast  be  placed  as  early  as  747.' 

Against  this  if  may  he  sidd  that  Tertnllian  stands  quite  alone  in 
this  statement,  and  is  at  variance,  not  only  with  St.  Luke,  but  witli 
many  of  the  early  writers,  and  is  not  here  to  be  credited.'  Or  if 
it  be  admitted  as  correct,  it  by  no  means  follows  that  Saturninus 
w     g  f  Syria  at  this  time ;  be  may  hare  been  a  special 

CO    m  f     the  purpose."    The  supposition  of  Browne,  (47,) 

Ih  t  th  began  under  him  while  governor,  and  so  before 

748  t  p    bable.     Patritius,  iii.  168,  malies  Saturniuus  to 

h  b  g  nor  and  Cyreaius  legate  extraordinary,  and  both 
t  h  as  t  d  n  tbe  work ;  but  this  conflicts  with  Luke's  state- 
t  th  t  til  latter  was  governor  of  Syria.  In  either  case  we 
f  il  t    fl    th    t  me  for  the  taxing  through  its  connection  with  him. 

W  w  t  to  the  statement  of  Luke  {ii.  3)  :  "  This  tasing 
was  first  made  when  Oyrenius  was  governor  of  Syria."  This  lan- 
guage is  susceptible  of  various  constructions,  which  will  bo  here- 
after fully  considered,  TVe  are  concerned  with  it  here  only  in  its 
chronological  bearing  as  connected  with  Oyrenius.  If  it  he  read 
"  tJiis  taxing  was  before  he  was  governor,"  or  "  this  taxing  first 
took  effect  when  he  was  governor,"  it  gives  us  no  aid  in  our  in- 

"  Adv.  Marc,  4. 19. 

s  Antiq.,  16.10.  9;  Ifi.  1!.  8;  17. 1, 1 1  17.2.  1;  17.3.2.  War.,I.  27,  2; 
1.  29.  B. 

'  Ideler.  Zumpt,  Sepp,  AmmCT,  Browne. 

*  Patritius  aad  many.  >  So  Friedlieb,  54.  ■  So  Animer,  18. 
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quiry.  We  learn  from  Joaephua'  that  after  Arohelaua  was  de- 
pog«a,  and  Judea  annexed  to  Syria,  Cjrecius  was  sent  by  the 
Eoniaii  emperor  as  governor  of  this  province,  and  then  instituted  a 
census.  But  this  was  not  earlier  than  758  or  T60,  and  of  course 
cannot  tie  the  taxing  mentioned  by  Luke ;  for  the  Lord  was  horn, 
as  we  have  seen,  before  Herod's  death  in  750.  If,  however,  tlie 
right  interpretation  of  the  Evangelist's  words  is  that  which  makes 
this  taxing  to  have  been  the  first  es  distinguished  from  a  second, 
and  both  during  his  governorship ;  or  that  ho  was  governor  when 
this  very  taxing  took  place,  tho  question  arises,  was  Oyreniua  at 
any  period  earlier  than  758,  governor  of  Syria  ?  That  he  was  twice 
governor  was  asserted  byBaronius;  "but  in  this,"  says  Lardner, 
"  he  is  deserted  by  all  learned  men."  '  Eecentiy,  however,  the 
matter  has  been,  more  thoroughly  discussed  by  Zunipt  in  bis  essay 
de  Syria  Somanorum  provincia.'  We  shall,  therefore,  give  a  brief 
outline  of  the  point  aa  it  now  lies  in  the  light  of  this  investigation. 
In  Josephns  the  names  of  several  persons  who  were  governors 
of  Syria  about  the  ititBe  of  the  Lord's  birth  are  mentioned,  but  they 
are  mentioned  only  incidentally,  nor  is  the  list  complete.  Of  8. 
Satumicus,  whose  administration  ended  in  747,  we  have  already 
spoken.  He  was  followed  by  P.  Q  Varus.*  Varus  was  with 
Herod  at  the  trial  of  his  son  Antipater,  and  afterward  aided 
Archelaus  against  tho  insurgent  Jews.'  He  was  therefore  in  office 
at  least  till  the  summer  of  750.  After  this  time  Josephns  makes 
no  mention  of  him,  nor  does  history  give  us  any  positive  infoima- 
tion  liow  long  he  continued  in  office.  Of  what  took  place  during 
the  ten  years'  rule  of  Archelaus,  Josephus  says  very  little,  nor  does 
he  mention  the  name  of  any  other  Syrian  governor  till  Oyrenius, 
who  began  his  administration  after  Archelaus  had  boon  deposed 
and  Judea  annexed  to  Syria.'  Archelaus  was  deposed  in  the  tenth 
year  of  his  reign,'  or  in  759.  That  Varus  did  not  act  as  governor 
during  ail  this  interval,  is  probable  from  the  fact  that  it  was  a 
fixed  rule  with  Augustus  that  no  one  should  govern  a  province 

'  1.  SSe.  For  a  full  diseuasion  of  the  grounds  taken  by  Baronius,  see 
Spanheim,  Duhia  Erangelica,  Pars  Sacanda,  Dubiutn  T. 

'  In  the  2d  vol.  of  Ms  Commenf.  Epigr.  ad  AtUiq.  Jijm.  perlineat. 
Sera,  IBM. 

*  Antiq.,  IT.  5.  2.  >  Antiq.,  IT.  10.  fl  and  10, 

'  Antiq.,  17. 13.  S ;  IE,  1. 1.  '  Antiq.,  IT.  13.  2. 
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wore  than  five  years.'  A  coin  of  Antioch  proves  that  ia  fact  in 
758  L.  V.  Satuniinus  was  goveraor.  But  by  whom  was  this  office 
filled  from  750-758  1 

It  is  at  this  point  that  the  researches  of  Zumpt  have  for  us 
special  importance.  In  his  list  of  Syrian  governors,  (ii.  Ii9,)  ex- 
tending from  B,  c.  SO  to  a.  d.  66,  we  find  the  interval  from  748- 
758  thus  filled :  P.  Q.  Varus,  748-760  or  6^  b.  o.  P.  8.  Qurinius 
(Oyrenius)  750-753  or  4-1  b.  o.  M.  Lollins,  753-757  or  1  b.  c.  to 
3  A.  D.  0,  M.  Censorinus  757-736  or  3-4  a.  d.  After  Consorinus 
follows  L.  V.  Saturninns,  already  mentioned,  fi'om  768-760  or  4^ 
A.  D,,  who  is  succeeded  by  P.  S.  Qurinius  forthe  second  time.  This 
second  administration  estends  from  760-765  or  G~ll  a.  d.  If  Zumpt 
be  rigbt  in  this  order,  Cyrenius  was  twice  governor  of  Syria,  but 
we  are  now  concerned  only  with  his  first  administration,  or  that 
from  750-758,    Upon  what  ground  does  this  statement  rest  f 

Our  chief  knowledge  of  Cyreiiius  is  derived  from  Tacitus.'  He 
was  of  low  origin,  a  bold  soldier,  and  attained  a  consulship  under 
Augustus  in  743,  and  was  afterward  proconsul  in  the  province  of 
Africa,  After  this  he  eonqnered  the  Homonadenses,  a  rude  people 
living  ia  Cilicia,  and  obtained  a  triumph.  He  was  subsequently 
made  rector  to  Caius  Cfesar  when  the  latter  was  appointed  gov- 
ernor of  Armenia.  At  what  time  and  in  what  capacity  did  he 
carry  on  tlie  war  against  the  Homonadoases  ?  The  time  is  thus 
determined  ;  Ho  was  consul  in  743.  As  it  was  a  rule  with  Augus- 
tus fo  send  no  one  sooner  than  five  years  after  his  consulship  as 
legate  to  a  province,  he  could  not  have  been  in  Africa  earlier  than 
747,  But  he  was  made  rector  to  C.  Casar  in  763,  after  the  war 
against  the  Homonadenses,  so  that  this  war  was  between  747  and 
768.  In  what  capacity  did  he  carry  it  on!  Probably  as  govern- 
or of  Syria.  It  is  important  to  bear  In  mind  that  at  this  time 
there  were  two  classes  of  provinces,  the  one  under  the  immediate 
control  of  the  Emperor,  the  other  under  the  control  of  the  Senate. 
The  governors  of  the  imperial  provinces  wore  called  Legates  or 
Proprajtors,  and  continued  in  office  during  tlie  pleasure  of  tie 
Emperor ;  those  of  the  Senatorial  provinces,  Proconsuls,  whose  au- 
thority lasted  only  for  one  year.  Syria  and  Cilicia  were  both 
provinces  of  the  former  kind,  and  administered  by  propnotors. 
The  Homonadenses  were  a  people  living  in  Cilicia,  but  Cilicia  her 

■  GreBwdl,  1.  507.  »  Ann.,  3. 18. 
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longed  from  25  b.  o.  down  to  the  time  of  Vespasian  to  the  province 
of  Syria.  As  Cjrenius  had  heen  proconsul  in  Africa,  and  as  it  was 
a  rule  that  the  same  pereon  should  not  he  ruler  over  more  than 
one  of  the  coDsular  or  prsBtorian  provinces  under  the  care  of  the 
Senate,  he  conld  not  have  been  governor  of  any  of  the  proviuoea 
immediately  a^acent — Asia,  Pontus,  Bithynia,  Galatia ;  he  must 
then  have  been  acting  aa  governor  of  the  province  of  Syria  and  es 
legate  of  the  Emperor. 

We  cannot  here  enter  into  an  investigetion  of  the  many  intri- 
cate questions  which  belong  to  this  point,  and  which  are  fully  dis- 
cussed by  Zumpt.'  The  result  of  all  is  that  Cyreniua  became  gov- 
ernor of  Syria  as  the  successor  of  Varus  toward  the  end  of  750,  and 
continned  in  office  till  T63. 

It  cannot  be  said  that  Zninpt  demonstrates  that  Cyrenius  WM 
twice  governor  of  Syria,  but  he  certainly  makes  it  highly  prob- 
able.' It  is  indeed  possible  that  he  was  acting  in  the  East  at  the 
time  of  the  Lord's  birth  aa  legate  extraordinary,  or  as  head 
of  the  census  commission  for  Syria  and  the  East.'  As,  however, 
Luke's  language  seems  to  mean  that  he  did  act  as  governor  of 
Syria  at  this  time,  and  as  ho  is  confirmed  in  this  by  many  of  the 
earliest  Ohrktian  writers,  the  bnrden  of  proof  lies  upon  those  who 
dispute  his  accuracy.  As  the  case  now  stands,  we  may  assume  that 
Cyrenius  was  so  governor  from  the  end  of  750  till  753. 

But  the  esaot  chronological  value  of  this  fact,  in  its  hearing 
upon  the  date  of  the  Lord's  birth,  still  remains  to  be  considered. 
If,  as  we  have  seen,  Herod  died  in  the  spring  of  750,  and  after 
Christ's  birth,  and  Oyrenius  was  not  governor  till  the  antumn  of 
that  year,  how  can  it  bo  said  that  this  taxing  took  place  under  him! 

It  must  be  admitted  that  the  census  began  under  Varus,  748- 
750,  and  before  Herod's  death ;  but  if  in  oonseq'uenco  of  this  death 
and  of  the  popular  disturbance  that  followed,  it  was  for  a  time 
suspended  and  its  execution  was  reserved  to  Cyrenius,  it  would 
very  naturally  be  connected  with  his  name.  It  is  not  improb- 
able also  that  so  long  as  Herod  lived  he  appeared  as  the  cJiief  agent 

iaiii^mGot  may  lie  found  in  Furbaim,  Her.  Man.,  EOT; 


'  See  Ewald,  5. 110,  ni 
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in  its  execution ;  and  only  after  his  death  did  the  Roman  governor 
talio  a  prominent  part.  It  is  also  not  improbable  that,  as  Herod'a 
death  materially  changed  the  relations  in  which  Judea  stood  to  the 
empire,  Justin  Martyr's'  allusion  to  Cyrenius  as  first  procurator 
of  Judea  may  refer  to  his  more  active  interference  in  Jewish 
affiurs.'  We  conclude,  then,  that  the  taxing  of  Lake,  and  so  the 
Loi-d's  birth,  was  in  the  latter  part  of  749  or  beginning  of  750.' 

The  statement  of  fit.  Luke,  (iii.  23,)  "  And  Jesus  himself  began 
to  be  about  thirty  years  of  age,"  is  to  be  considered,*  This  pas- 
sage may  be  variously  interpreted.'  According  to  some  it  means, 
"  Jesus  was,"  at  this  time  of  His  baptism,  "  beginning  to  be  about 
thirty  years  of  age,"  i.  e.,  Be  was  almost  but  not  quite  thirty,' 
Greswell  atRrms  that  this  was  the  universal  interpretation  of  the 
words  by  the  Greek  fathers.'  According  to  most  modern  inter- 
preters the  meaning  is,  "Jesus  was  about  thirty  when  He  began 
His  ministry,"  °  We  have,  then,  taking  the  latter  as  the  right  con- 
struction, to  ask  how  great  latitude  is  to  he  given  to  the  expression 
"about  thirty."  According  to  some  it  is  to  he  understood  as  a 
round  or  indefinite  number,  embracing  any  age  between  twenty- 
five  and  thirty-five.  But  when  we  consider  how  short  was  the 
Lord's  ministry,  this  is  in  the  highest  degree  improbable.  Accord- 
ing to  others,  it  permits  a  latitude  of  two  or  three  years."  But 
even  this  latitude  is  hardly  Justified  by  Luke's  nse  of  language." 
The  more  natural  construction  is  that  the  Lord  was  some  months 
or  parts  of  a  year  more  or  less  than  thirty.  He  was  not  just 
thirty,  nor  twenty-nine,  nor  thirty-one.  Still  it  cannot  be  posi- 
tively affirmed  that  the  Evangelist  docs  not  use  it  in  a  larger  sense. 

'  Apot.  1,  c.  31.  '  Friedliob,  Leben  Jesu,  80. 

'  So  Merivale,  i.  457,     "It  would  appear  from  hence  that  our  Lord's  bictk 

*  The  reading  of  Tischendorf,  Kai  outoi  jji'  o  lijirou!  apxaiitros  ojoei, 
Ac,  does  not  materially  n£fect  the  sense.    See  Wiesolar,  123, 

'  See  Jurris.  G2J:. 

•  So  Ligbtfoot,  S,  S5 ;  Oieswull,  1.  367 ;  Bloomfield  in  loco. 
-   I  See,  however.  Patritius.  iii.  3S8. 

8-So  Meyer,  Alford,  Horlon,  De  Wettc,  Wieseler,  Tischendorf,  Robinson. 

■  So  Ammsr,  Alfbcd. 

'°  We  give  for  DOmpariaon  all  the  passages  where  virti  is  used  by  him  in 
cooaectioa  with  numerals:  Gospel,  i,  56;  ix.  llj  ii,  SS;  xxiL  59;  xxJii,  U; 
Acts  of  ApOBtlBS,  1. 15  i  ii.  41  i  iv.  4 ;  v.  36 ;  i.  3 ;  lix. "!. 
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TIio  argument  that  He  was  thirty  at  this  time,  because  tho 
prieats  at  this  age  began  their  ministiy,'  has  little  force.  The  law 
(Nam.  iv.  3)  iias  reference  only  to  Leyites,  and  the  age  when  tho 
priests  began  to  serve  is  not  known,'  Besides,  Jesus  was  not  t> 
priest,  although  tho  Baptist  was.' 

If  wo  assume  that  the  Lord  was  about  thirty  at  the  beginning 
of  His  ministry,  we  must,  to  make  this  datum  useful  in  our  present 
inquiry,  ascertain  in  what  year  this  miaistiy  began.  This,  it  is 
said,  we  are  able  to  do  through  the  words  spoken  by  the  Jews  at 
Jerusalem  in  reply  to  His  parable  respecting  the  temple  of  Hb 
body,  (John  ii.  20.)  "  Then  said  the  Jews,  Forty  and  sis  years  was 
this  temple  in  building,  and  wilt  thou  rear  it  up  in  three  days  J " 
This  building,  or  rather  rebuilding,  of  the  temple  was  begun  by 
Herod  in.  the  eighteenth  year  of  his  reign,  or  during  the  year  from 
Nisan  7S4  to  Nisan  735,'  The  forty-sisth  year  following  was 
from  Nisan  T80-781,  It  is  admitted  that  the  temple  was  not  fin- 
ished till  818.'  But  from  what  point  of  time  are  the  forty-six 
years  to  be  reolioned  backward  ?  Tlie  words  may  be  rendered  as 
by  Ligbtfoot,  "  Forty  and  six  years  hath  this  temple  been  in  build- 
ing." '  Up  to  this  time,  tho  Passover,  when  the  words  were  spoken,' 
the  work  had  continued  and  was  not  yet  ended.  But  is  the  forty- 
sixth  year  to  be  taken  as  current,  or  as  completed !  If  the  latter, 
the  Passover  was  that  of  781 ; '  if  the  former,  it  was  that  of  780.' 
Some,  however,  understand  tlie  words,  "  In  forty  and  six  years 
was  this  temple,"  all  that  ia  yet  finished,  "built,"  Tholuck  (in 
loco)  observes,  "  We  may  suppose  that  at  this  time,  probably  after 
the  completion  of  some  main  part  of  the  edifice,  a  cessation  in  the 
buildmg  had  taken  place."  *  If  this  interpi-etation  be  right  the 
passage  loses  all  its  chronological  value,  as  it  is  iinpossihle  to  tell 
liow  long  the  forty-sis  yeara  had  been  eomploted. 

All,  therefore,  that  this  passage  gives  us  is  a  probability  that 
the  Lord's  first  Passover  was  that  of  780  or  781.  The  former  is  to 
be  preferred.  If,  then,  he  was  about  thirty  at  this  time,  but  not  a 
year  more  or  less,  his  birth  would  be  about  760.  The  Passover  of 
780  fell  upon  tlie  Oth  April.    His  baptism  was  a  few  weeks  earlier 

1  So  Lightfoot,  Jarvia.  '  Wilier,  2.  269.  "  Ores.,  1.  374. 

*  Joaephua,  Antiq.,  15. 11. 1.  '  Josephus,  Antiq.,  SO.  9,  7. 

•  So  Gresmell,  Norton,  Bloom.  '  So  Meyer,  Wieaeler,  Tiach.,  Lauge, 
'  So  lardner,  Liiht.,  Friedlieb.  '  So  Olahnusen,  Ewald. 
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than  this,  for  ttere  intervened  the  temptation  of  forty  days,  His 
return  to  Jordan,  Hie  visit  to  Cana  and  to  Capernaum,  and  journey 
to  Jerusalem.  Allowing  two  or  three  months  for  all  tliis,  His  hap- 
tism  was  in  the  last  of  779,  or  beginning  of  780.  If  we  suppose 
Him  to  have  heen  just  thirty  at  His  haptisra,  Ilia  hirth  must  be 
placed  in  the  last  of  749,  or  hegiacing  of  750.  If,  then,  for  reasons 
already  given,  we  cannot  interpret  "  ahout  thirty  "  as  a  wholly  in- 
definite expression,  hut  must  understand  it  as  meaning  that  Be  was 
some  months  more  or  less  than  thirty,  we  cannot  place  His  hirtli 
earlier  than  the  middle  of  749. 

Still  another  datum  is  the  visit  of  the  Magi.  This,  as  we  learn 
from  Matthew,  (ch,  ii.,)  was  before  the  death  of  Herod,  and  so 
before  April,  750.  How  long  an  interval  elapsed  hetween  their 
coming  and  his  death  is  matter  of  inference.  Their  arrival  at  Je- 
rusalem cannot,  however,  well  be  placed  later  than  Fehrnary,  750. 
At  this  time  Herod  was  there,  (Matt.  ii.  1-7,)  hut  at  the  eclipse  of 
the  moon,'  March  12-18,  he  was  at  Jericho,  where  he  subsequentJy 
died.  If,  then,  the  Magi  came  in  February,  the  Lord's  hirth  must 
have  taken  place  some  time  earlier,  as  early  at  least  as  the  be- 
ginning of  750. 

The  cause  of  the  coming  of  the  Magi  to  Jerusalem  was  the  ap- 
pearing of  a  star,  which  in  some  way,  whether  by  astrology,  or 
tradition,  or  by  direct  divine  revelation,  they  knew  to  indicate  the 
birth  of  the  King  of  the  Jews.  If  this  star  were  a  rt-al  star,  sub- 
ject to  the  ordinary  laws  which  rule  the  heavenly  bodies,  and  the 
time  of  its  appearing  could  be  determined  astronomically,  we  should 
find  in  it  a  most  valuable  chronological  aid.  But  many  regard  it 
as  wholly  supernatural,  a  luminous  body  like  a  star  specially  pre- 
pared by  God  for  this  end ;  and  others  as  a  new  star,  that,  after 
shining  awhile  in  the  heavens,  totally  disappeared ;  and  others 
still,  as  a  comet.'  If  either  of  these  suppositions  be  correct,  it 
^ves  us  no  chronological  datum.  But  a  considerable  number  of 
modern  commentators  are  inclined  to  regard  it  as  a  conjunction  of 
planets,  and  its  time  tiius  capable  of  determination.  This  hypoth- 
esis was  first  advajiced  by  Kepler,  whose  attention  was  turned  to 
the  matter  by  asimilar  conjunction  at  the  close  of  1603,  a.  d.   InDe- 

1  Josephua,  Antiq.,  17.  6.  i. 

'  Winer,  2.  623.  Trench,  Star  of  the  Wise  Men,  26.  Spanhoim,  Dubia 
Evnngelica,  Pars  Socunda. 
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cember  of  that  year  Saturn  and  Jupitor  were  in  conjnnction,  and 
to  them  in  the  spring  following  Mars  -was  added,  Jn  the  aatunrn 
of  1604,  a  new  star  of  distinguished  brilliancy  appeared,  which, 
however,  soon  began  to  fade,  and  finally,  at  tlie  end  of  lfl05,  van- 
ished from  sight.  His  attention  thus  aroused,  Kepler  found  by 
computation  that  during  the  year  747  of  Rome,  the  planets  Jupiter 
and  Saturn  three  times  cnnie  into  coejanotion.  These  computa- 
tions, as  corrected  by  Ideler,'  show  these  conjunctions  to  have 
taken  place  on  30th  MJiy,  37th  Oet.,  and  12tli  Mov,  of  that  year, 
all  in  the  sign  of  Pisees.  At  the  first  conjunction  they  were  only 
one  degree  removed,  in  the  two  latter  were  so  near  that  both 
planets  appeared  to  a  weak  eye  as  one."  In  the  spring  of  748,  to 
these  conjunctions  Mara  was  added,  and  from  some  Chinese  oatro- 
nomical  records  it  has  been  affirmed  that  a  comet  was  visible  from 
February  to  April,  749,  and  again  in  April,  750.' 

Those  who  regard  these  planetary  conjunctions  as  the  star  of 
Matthew,  are  by  no  means  agreed  as  to  their  chronological  bearing. 
Kepler  placed  the  Lord's  birth  in  748,  reckoning  fi-om  the  con- 
junction of  the  three  planets  in  the  spring  of  that  year,  or  from 
the  supposed  appearance  of  a  new  star  in  the  autumn,  whilst  the 
two  planets  were  stili  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  each  other. 
Ideler,  rejecting  the  new  star  of  Kepler  and  looking  only  to  the 
conjunctions,  puts  His  birth  in  747,  Ebrard,  though  adopting  the 
same  date,  supposes  with  Kepler  that  the  star  of  Matthew  was  a 
new  star  which  appeared  at  the  same  time.  Wieseler  makes  it  to 
have  been  the  Chinese  comet  which  appeai-ed  in  749  and  750,  and 
therefore  places  His  birth  early  in  750. 

It  is  not  consistent  with  onr  present  pmpose  to  enter  into  a 
discnssion  of  the  many  questions  connected  with  the  star  of  the 
wise  men.  The  fact  that  such  conjunctions  should  have  taken 
place  so  near  the  time  when  we  know  from  other  sources  that  the 
Lord  was  born,  and  in  that  sign  Pisces,  which,  according  to  the 
Jewish  Eabhi,  Abnrbanel,  who  wrote  half  a  century  before  Kep- 
ler,* was  of  special  signiflcanoo  to  the  Jews,  is  in  itself  remarkable, 
but  leads  to  no  definite  chronological  results.  It  is  at  best  doubt- 
ful whether  any  conjunction  of  planets  could  answer  to  the  state- 
ments of  Matthew  respecting  the  star.     Ideler's  assertion  that  the 

>  Ideler,  2.  40T. 
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two  plaoeta  were  30  near  together  as  to  appear  as  one,  is  denied 
by  EeT.  0.  Pritcliard,'  "Mr,  Pritchard  finds,  and  Lis  calculations 
have  been  verified  and  confirmed  at  Greenwich,  that  this  conjunc- 
tion occurred  not  on  Nov,  13,  but  early  on  Dec.  5 ;  that  even  with 
Ideler's  somewhat  strange  postulate  of  an  obseryer  with  weak  eyes, 
tho  planets  could  never  have  appeared  as  one  star,  for  they  never 
approached  each  other  within  double  the  apparent  diameter  of  the 
moon."  Alford,  on  the  otlier  hand,  assuming  that,  on  the  last  two 
conjunctions,  "  the  planets  were  so  near  that  an  ordinary  eye  would 
regard  them  as  one  star  of  surpassing  brightness,"  proceeds  to  show 
how  they  may  have  guided  the  Mftgi  on  their  journey.  "  Suppos- 
ing the  Magi  to  have  seen  the  Jlrat  of  those  conjunclions,  they  saw 
it  actually  '  in  the  East,'  for  on  the  20th  May  it  would  rise 
shortly  before  the  sun.  If  they  then  took  their  journey,  and  ar- 
rived at  Jerusalem  in  a  little  more  than  five  months,  (the  journey 
from  Babylon  took  Ezra  four  months,)  if  they  performed  the  route 
from  Jerusalem  to  Bethlehem  in  the  evening,  as  is  implied,  the 
Novemler  conjunction,  in  15°  of  Pisces,  would  be  before  tliem  in 
the  direction  of  Bethlehem,  coming  to  the  meridian  about  eight 
o'clock  r.  M.  These  circumstances  would  seem  to  form  a  remark- 
able coincidence  with  the  history  in  our  test,"  If  these  observa- 
tions were  well  founded,  the  Ijord's  birth  must  be  placed  in  T47. 
In  this  result  Alesaader  agrees,  (On  Matt.  ii.  2.)  "  The  concur- 
rence is  in  this  case  so  remarkable,  and  the  esplanatiou  recom- 
mended by  such  liigh  scientific  authority,  that  it  would  probably 
have  been  nniversally  adopted  but  for  the  foregone  conclusion  in  the 
minds  of  many  that  the  birth  of  Christ  took  place  in  a  different 
year.  But  that  assumption  is  so  doubtful,  and  the  views  of  the 
best  writers  so  discordant,  that  it  can  scarcely  be  allowed  to  decide 
the  question  now  before  ns,  but  may  rather  be  decided  by  it." 

Notwithstanding  the  weighty  names  that  may  be  cited  in  sup- 
port of  this  explanation,  it  must,  we  think,  be  admitted  that  the 
whole  tenor  of  Matthew's  narrative  points  strongly  to  some  extra- 
ordinary luminous  appearance  in  the  form  of  a  star,  which,  having 
served  its  purpose  of  gniding  the  Magi  to  Jesus,  vanished  forever. 
That  the  use  of  ao-njp  rather  than  ncrrpoi'  indicates  a  single  star 
is  apparent.'  But  these  coEJunotions  did  not  appear  at  any  time 
as  a  single  star,  nor  can  we  well  apply  to  them  the  language  which 

1  See  Smith's  Bible  Diet.,  1. 10T2.  '  See  Meyer. 
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the  EvangcliKt  uses  of  the  moTeinenta  of  his  star,  (ii.  9.)  If  this 
he  the  correct  interpretation  of  the  narrative,  it  does  not,  however, 
exclude  the  astrologicdl  value  of  these  conjunctions.  The  Magi 
were  students  of  the  heavens,  and  such  remarliable  phenomena 
would  naturally  attract  their  observation.  Precisely  what  signifi- 
can  e  thev  would  ascribe  to  them  we  cannot  say,  tut  ilouhtlesB  in 
the  ast  ology  they  indicated  Home  reraarkablo  event.  Perhaps, 
al  o  tl  e  meeting  of  the  planets  in  Pisces  turned  tieir  attention 
espec  ally  to  Syria  and  Judea,  "We  niay  thus  at  least  suppose  that 
th  gh  the  p!anetai-y  conjunctions  their  attention  was  arrested, 
d  the)  prepared  to  watch  the  heavens  with  deep  interest  for 
fa  tl  e  s  g  s,  and  to  note  the  new  star  so  soon  as  it  appeared. 
How  they  linew  it  to  he  the  star  of  "  the  King  of  the  Jews,"  does 
not  here  concern  us,  AE  this  still  leaves  undetermined  the  time 
of  the  appearing  of  the  star,  but  indicates  that  it  must  have  been 
after  the  conjunctions,  or  subsequent  to  Dee.  747.  Yet  it  was 
some  time  before  Herod's  death  in  760. 

Many  have  found  a  more  definite  chronological  datum  in  the 
statement  of  Matthew  (ii.  16)  that  Herod,  after  the  departure  of  the 
Magi,  slew  all  the  children  of  Bethlehem  "  from  two  years  old  and 
under,  according  to  the  time  which  he  had  diligently  inquired  of 
the  wise  men,"  (see  v.  7.)  It  is  said  that  the  first  appearing  of  the 
star  marked  the  Saviour's  birth ;  that  the  command  to  slay  the 
children  "  from  two  years  old  and  under,"  shows  that  more  than  a 
year  had  elapsed  since  its  appearing ;  and  that,  consequently,  He 
must  have  been  at  that  time  in  His  second  yeai*.'  But  this  is  by 
no  means  conclusive.  It  is  not  certain  that  the  appearing  of  the 
star  marked  the  Saviour's  birth.  It  may  have  preceded  it  and 
marlied  the  Incarnation,  which  the  early  church  connected  with 
the  Annunciation,  not  with  the  Nativity,  If  so,  the  star  may 
have  been  seen  in  747,  yet  His  birth  have  been  in  748 ;  or  the  star 
in  748,  and  His  birth  in  749.  Nor  does  the  fact  that  Herod  slew 
all  the  children  from  two  years  and  under,  give  us  any  esact  result. 
This  expression  is  in  itself  remarkable,  and  indicates  that  two  yeara 
was  the  extreme  beyond  which  the  king  did  not  think  it  necessary 
to  go,  and  that  in  all  probability  Jesus  was  much  younger,  "  This 
does  not  imply  that  Jesus  was  just  two  years  old  at  this  time,  hut 
rather  that  He  was  not,  as  appears  from  the  word  under,'" '  He 
1  So  Meyer,  >  Aleiander, 
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would  be  sure  that  the  child  should  nut  escape,  and  therefore  en- 
larged the  time,  taking  ii)  those  of  greater  age  than  he  had  any 
reason  to  suppose  ilim  to  be.  It  is  plain  that  he  did  not  ieam 
from  the  Magi  the  date  of  His  birth,  or  any  dose  approximation 
to  it,  for  if  He  had  just  been  born,  why  kill  the  oliildren  of  two 
years,  and  if  He  were  noiv  more  than  a  year,  why  kO!  al!  of  a  loss 
age?  Thus  from  this  expression  we  may  infer  that  Jeans  was 
only  recently  born.'  Tliis  is  confirmed  by  the  scope  of  the  narrative 
which  implies  that  the  Magi  oame  soon  after  his  birth.  If  we 
Boppose  that  the  star  announcing  the  Incarnation  appeared  to  the 
Magi  early  in  749,  and  place  their  visit  in  the  he^nniiig  of  TSO, 
Herod,  ignorant  what  relation  the  time  of  its  appearing  had  to 
Christ's  birth,  might  well  have  ordered  that  all  tlic  children  of 
Bethlehem  bom  in  749  and  up  to  this  time  in  750,  should  he  alain ; 
and  this  would  correspond  to  the  "  two  years  and  under  "  of  the 
Evangelist 

Whilst,  then,  we  cannot  reach  any  precise  chronological  results 
from  the  visit  of  the  Magi,  we  may  perhaps  say  that  the  conjunct 
tions  of  the  planets  define  the  earliest  period  at  which  the  Lord's 
birth  can  be  placed.  We  thus  gain  the  two  termini  between  which 
He  was  bom :  the  plauetary  conjunctions  in  747,  and  the  death  of 
Herod  in  750. 

Still  another  datum  on  which  some  rely  is  the  existence  of 
general  peace  througliout  the  world  at  the  Lord's  birth.  This 
peace  is  supposed  to  have  been  foretold  by  the  prophets,  and  its 
realization  announced  by  the  angels  in  their  song  on  the  night  of 
tlie  nativity,  (Luke  ii.  14,)  "  Glory  to  God  in  tlie  highest,  and  on 
earth  peace,  good  will  toward  men."  With  this  is  joined  the  closing 
of  the  temple  of  Janus  by  Augustus,  the  sign  of  peace  throughout 
the  Roman  Empire,  It  is  known  that  this  temple  was  twice  closed 
by  him,  in  725,  739,  and  probably  also  a  third  time,  though  the 
year  is  not  certainly  determined,  "  We  know  no  more  concerning 
it  than  .this ;  tiiat  744  suit  flnem,  it  was  intended  to  Lave  taken 
place,  but  was  delayed  a  little  longer  by  some  unimportant  com- 

1  Greawell,  S.  1S5,  would  understand  by  children  of  two  years  those  of 
thirteen  mouths  only.  All  older  IhiUi  this  vrere  e^teiopt.  But  this  is  doubt- 
ful, and  is  nonecessary,  Browne,  Ordo  Sieclornm,  52,  explains  Herod's  or- 
der fi-om  the  fact  the  star  appeared  two  years  before  the  nativity. 
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LQotions  among  the  Dad  and  Dalroatss," '  In  the  absence  of  exact 
information,  we  can  say  no  more  tliaii  that  there  was  a  period  of 
general  tranquillity  throughout  the  Roman  world  for  five  or  six 
years,  or  probably  from  749  to  763,  during  which  period  the  Lord 
was  born.  We  cannot,  without  building  on  conjecture,  reach  any 
more  exact  result. 

To  sum  up  tlie  results  of  our  inquiries,  we  find  that  the  birth 
of  the  Lord  was  not  later  than  April,  750,  and  probably  not  kter 
than  January.  The  time  in  this  direction  is  limited  by  the  death 
of  Herod  in  April  of  that  year,  and  the  eients  immediately  pre- 
ceding it.  On  thootherhacd,  if  we  give  to  the  conjunction  of  planets 
in  747,  as  connected  with  the  vl'iit  of  the  Uagi,  any  chronological 
value,  we  cannot  put  his  birth  earlier  than  that  year.  Again,  if 
Cyrenius  was  governor  of  Syria  from  the  autumn  of  750-753,  we 
must  put  it  as  near  as  possible  to  the  beginning  of  his  administra- 
tion. And  as  He  was  about  tliirty  years  of  age  at  the  beginning 
of  nis  ministry,  and  the  date  of  I!is  first  Passover  after  its  begin- 
ning was  780,  we  reach  the  year  749.  We  have  thus  to  choose 
between  the  years  747,  748,  749,  and  the  beginning  of  760.  The 
probabilities  are  in  favor  of  749,  and  in  our  further  examinations 
we  shall  assume  this  as  the  year  of  His  birth. 

We  add  the  opinions  of  some  of  the  leading  chronologists  and 
commentators,'  For  the  year  747,  Sanclemente,  Wurqi,  Ideler, 
Miinter,  Sepp,  Jarvis,  Alford,  Patritius,  Ebrard ;  for  748,  Kepler ; 
Lardner  hesitates  between  748  and  749 ;  for  749,  Petavius,  Usher, 
Noris,  TiUemont,  Lichtenstein,  Araraer,  Friedlieb,  Bucher,  Browne ; 
for  750,  Lamy,  Bengel,  Wieseler,  Greswell,  Ellicott.  Clinton  finds 
the  earliest  possible  date  the  autumn  of  748,  the  latest  that  of  750, 
The  years  751,  752,  and  753  have  also  their  supporters,  but  not 
among  the  more  recent  writers,  with  one  or  two  exceptions. 

We  proceed  to  inquire  in  what  part  of  the  year  the  Lord  was 
horn.  The  only  direct  datnm  which  the  Gospels  give  us,  is  found 
in  the  statement  of  Luke,  (i,  5,)  that  Zacharias  "  was  of  the  course 
of  Abia."    It  is  known  that  the  priests  were  divided  into  twenty- 

■  Greswell,  l.i69,  SeePBtriUua,iii,165.  Aecordiag  ta  Sepp  and  Browne, 
it  was  cltraed  ftom  746-T53 ;  to  Ammer  and  Greawell  from  748  or  749-753  or 
758 ;  to  Jarvis  from  516-75S.  Wieseler  makes  the  order  lo  shut  it  to  have 
iesued  in  74S,  bnt  its  eieoutjon  to  have  been  delayed  till  752, 

a  See  Friedlieb,  Leben  Jeau,  01 ;  Wieseler,  485. 
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four  classes,  each  of  which  officiated,  at  the  temple  ia  its  turn  for 
a  week,'  This  order,  originally  established  by  Dayid,  was  broken 
up  by  the  captivity.  The  four  classes  that  returned  from  Babylon 
were  divided  anew  by  Ezra  into  twenty-four,  to  which  the  old 
names  were  given.  Another  interruption  was  made  by  the  inva- 
sion of  Antiochus,  but  the  old  order  was  restored  by  the  Maccabees. 
Of  these  courses  that  of  Jehoiorib  was  the  first,  that  of  Abia  the 
eighth.  We  need  therefore  only  to  know  a  definite  lime  at  which 
any  one  of  the  courses  was  officiating  to  be  able  to  trace  tlie  suc- 
cession. Snch  a  datum  we  find  in  the  Talmudical  statements,  sup- 
ported by  Josephus,'  that  at  the  destruction  of  the  temple  by 
Titus  on  the  5th  August,  823,  the  first  class  had  just  entered  on 
its  course.  Its  period  of  service  was  from  the  evening  of  the  4th 
August,  which  was  the  sabbath,  to  the  evening  of  the  following 
sabbath,  on  the  IXth  Augnst,  We  can  now  easily  compute  ■back- 
ward, and  ascertain  at  what  time  in  any  given  year  each  class  was 
officiating. 

If  now  we  take  the  year  749  as  the  probable  year  of  Christ's 
birth,  the  appearance  of  the  angel  to  Zacharias  announcing  John's 
birth  must  be  placed  in  748.  In  this  year  we  find  by  compntation 
that  the  course  of  Abia,  or  the  eighth  course,  officiated  during  the 
weeks  from  the  17-23  April  and  again  from  the  S-9  October.' 
At  each  of  these  periods,  theretoi-e,  was  Zacharias  at  Jerusalem. 
If  the  annunciation  of  the  angel  was  made  to  him  during  the  for- 
mer, the  birth  of  John  may  be  placed  near  the  beginning  of  749, 
and  the  Lord's  birth  about  sis  months  later,  or  near  the  middle  of 
749 ;  if  the  annunciation  was  made  during  the  latter,  John's  birth 
was  near  the  middle  of  749,  and  the  Lord's  birth  near  its  end. 

The  fact  that  we  do  not  know  how  soon  after  the  completion 
of  the  ministry  of  Zacharias  the  conceptionof  John  ia  to  be  placed, 
prevents  any  very  esact  statement  of  dates,  Luke  (i.  24)  uses  only 
the  general  espression  "after  those  days  his  wife  Elisabeth  con- 
ceived," Yet  the  tenor  of  tlie  nan-ative  leads  us  to  believe  that  it 
was  soon  after  his  return  to  his  home,  and  may  be  placed  in  either 
of  the  months  April  or  October.    Counting  onward  fifteen  months 

'  1  Chron.,  24. 1-19 ;  Lighlfoot,  0.  44.  '  War,  6.  4.  5. 

'  So  Wieseler,  14S ;  Lkcht.,  76 ;  Friedlieb,  SO ;  Browne,  85.  Greswell,  1. 
4S4,  Sept.  BO— Oct.  T. 
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we  reacii  June  and  December,  in  one  of  wliicli  the  Lord's  birtla  is 
tlios  to  be  placed. 

In  choosing  between  these  periods,  some  weight  is  to  be  given 
to  the  statement  of  Luke  (li.  8)  that  in  the  night  when  the  Lord 
was  born,  shepherds  were  in  the  field  keeping  watch  over  their 
flock.  Does  not  this  rather  point  to  the  summer,  than  to  the  win- 
ter, to  June  than  to  December !  To  answer  this  we  must  make 
some  inquiries  respecting  the  climate  of  Judea.  Travellers  in 
Palestine  differ  widely  in  their  meteorological  accounts,  nor  is  this 
to  be  wondered  at,  as  the  seasons  vai-y  greatly  in  different  years, 
and  each  traveller  can  speak  only  of  what  falls  under  his  own  per- 
sonal observation.  Instead,  therefore,  of  trying  to  reaoii  some 
general  conclusions  from  such  isolated  accounts,  we  shall  take  the 
statements  of  those  who,  having  resided  some  tirae  in  Jerusalem, 
give  -us  the  results  of  their  observations  for  several  successive 
years.    And  we  select  as  authorities  Schwartz'  and  Barclay.' 

The  year  is  divided  into  two  seasons,  summer  and  winter,  or 
the  dry  and  the  wet.  The  winter  rains  begin  to  fall  in  the  latter 
part  of  October  or  beginning  of  November.  The  most  rainy 
month  is  February.  During  the  months  of  December,  January, 
February,  and  March,  there  is  no  entire  cessation  of  rain  for  any 
long  interval ;  "  yet  an  interrognnra  of  several  weeks'  dry  weather 
generally  occurs  between  the  middle  of  December  and  the  middle 
of  February,  somcwliat  distinguishing  the  former  rains  of  the 
season  from  the  latter,"'  "The  average  monthly  temperature 
during  four  years  from  1851  was,  for  November,  63°  8' ;  December, 
54°  5' ;  January,  49°  4' ;  February,  54°  4' ;  Mai-ch,  SB"  T'." '  "  The 
temperature  of  Palestine  averages  during  the  winter  50°  to  58^°," ' 
Of  the  month  of  December,  the  following  account  is  given :  "  The 
eartli  fully  clothed  with  rich  verdure.  Wheat  and  barley  still 
Bown,  also  various  kinds  of  pulse.  Sugar-cane  in  market.  Cauli- 
flowers, cabbages,  radishes,  lettuce,  lentiles,  &c.  Ploughing  still 
continues  at  intervals." '  "  Temperature  same  as  preceding  month. 
The  sowing  of  grain  in  the  field  has  already  commenced.  Although 
the  oranges  and  kindred  fruit  have  been  long  since  ripe,  they 
continue  to  mature  on  the   trees  till  toward  April  and  May." ' 

1  Deacriplivo  Goography  of  Palestine,  3S5-3S1. 

=■  City  of  the  Great  King,  il4-423- 

'  Bartliiy,       '  Eardaj.       >  Sehwarti.       >  Barclay.       '  Scliwarti. 
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January  is  tlie  coldest  part  of  the  year,  and  fires  are  used 
by  the  Frank  population,  though  little  \iy  the  natives,  aud  snow 
and  ice  are  occasional];  seen. 

These  Btat«nients  are  eonfiriiied  in  general  by  the  highest  au- 
thorities,' Although  they  may  have  in  part  more  special  reference 
to  Jerusalem,  they  apply  equally  iveli  to  Bethlehem,  the  climate 
of  which  is  not  unlike  that  of  Jerusalem,  though  milder.'  There 
Beems  then,  so  far  as  climate  is  concerned,  no  good  ground  to 
affinn,  that  shepherds  could  not  have  heen  pasturing  their  flocks 
in  the  field  during  the  month  of  Decemtier.  As  we  have  seen, 
Barclay  states  that  in  this  month  the  earth  is  fully  clotlied  with 
rich  verdure,  and  that  there  is  generally  an  interval  of  dry  weather 
between  the  middle  of  December  and  the  middle  of  Fehrnai'y. 
Schubert '  says  that  the  period  about  Christmas  is  often  one  of  tiie 
loveliest  periods  of  the  whole  year.  Tobler  says,  the  weather 
about  Ohristmas  ia  favorable  to  the  feeding  of  flocks,  and  often 
most  beautiful.  "On  the  37th  December,  1845,  we  had  very 
agreeable  weather."  '  It  is  during  this  month  that  the  wind  be- 
gins to  blow  troni  the  south  or  southwest,  which,  according  to 
Schwartz,  "brings  rdn  and  betokens  waira  weather,"  and  thus 
hastens  forward  vegetation. 

Unless,  then,  the  climate  of  Judea  has  become  in  the  lapse  of 
years  much  warmer  than  of  old,  the  flocks  may  have  been  feeding 
in  the  fields  of  Bethlehem  in  the  month  of  December.  But  accord- 
ing to  Arago,'  there  has  been  no  important  change  for  the  last 
three  thousand  three  hundred  year^  Nor  dothemcidental  notices 
of  Scripture  conflict  with  this  The  Lord's  words,  "Pnv  that 
your  flight  he  not  in  tlie  wintei, '  ■jio  easily  nndeistood  when  we 
remember  that  winter  is  the  rainy  season,  and  most  unfavorable 
for  journeying.  That  a  five  m  as  made  at  a  much  later  period  of 
the  year,  (John  sviii,  18,)  is-  plainly  an  exceptional  case,  and  tor 
this  reason  mentioned,  "  Strong,  and  at  times  cold  winds  prevail 
in  April." ' 

Tliere  remains  to  be  noticed  a  ^^Mng  of  the  Talmudiats  that 
the  flocks  were  taken  to  the  fields  m  Marih  and  biou^ht  home  in 
November.    But  this  had  reteience  to  those  pastuie-  that  were 

'  Winer,  2.  G91 ;  Roumer,  77 ;  Bobinioii  3  428,  Tobler  Denkbl  itter  5  &c 

9  Tobler,  Bethlebem.  ^  Quoted  b)  W  lesdur,  148 

'  So  Bitter,  Tlicil  16,  4S0.        »  In  Winer,  2.  iS92.  »  Schimitz. 
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found  in  the  wildernesa  far  away  from  the  cities  or     !!  1 

were  resoi'ted  to  by  the  shepherds  during  the  Bumm      m    th 
"  The  spring  coming  on,  they  drove  their  beasta  into  w  id  s, 

or  champaign  grounds,  where  they  fed  them  the  wh  I       mm 
The  winter  coming  on,  tliey  betook  tiiemselves  home    g      w  th 
the  flocks  and  herds." '     That  the  flocli  was  near  B  tl  1  1  m 
would  therefore  show,  that  tliis  was  a  winter  rather  tl 
tner  month ;  and  the  autumnal  raina  beginning  to  f  U        N 
veraber,  there  would  soon  be  abundance  of  grass.     Th       f      n 
drawn  by  many'  that,  the  flofk  being  kept  through  th         ht 
the  fields,  it  could  not  have  been  so  late  in  the  year  as  D        b 
is  without  basis.    How  generally  during  the  winter  m     th    th 
cattle  were  stalled,,  we  cannot  tell,  but  doubtleaa  in  th     tl      h  p 
herds  were  governed  by  the  peculiar  chai'aoter  of  the  s       n 

It,  then,  we  have  to  choose  between  the  months  of  D  mb 
and  June,  the  balance  of  probabilitiea  is  in  favor  of  th  f  m 
As  the  spring  raina  cease  in  April,  the  whole  count  y  oo  be- 
comes dry  and  barren.  Of  May,  Barclay  (423)  reraarl  ^  e- 
tation  having  attained  its  maximum,  now  begins  rapidly  to  de- 
cline for  want  of  rain ; "  and  of  June,  "  Herbage  becoming  parched, 
the  nomad  Arabs  begin  to  move  northward  with  their  flocks." 

As  the  early  tradition  of  the  Church  designated  this  month  as 
the  time  of  the  Lord's  birth,  it  has  been  generally  accepted,  but 
not  universally,  Lightfoot  makea  it  to  have  been  in  September, 
Newcome  in  October,  Paulus  in  March,  Wieseler  in  February, 
Lichtensteia  in  June,  Greswell  in  April,  Clinton  in  spring,  Latdner 
and  Bubinson  in  autumn,  Strong  in  August. 

If  we  accept  the  month  of  December,  the  day  of  the  month 
still  remains  undetermined.  If  we  place  the  rainiatiy  of  Zaeharins 
in  Jerusalem  from  the  Sd  to  9th  Oct,  748,  and  the  conception  of 
John  soon  after,  the  sixth  month  of  Elisabeth  (Luke  i.  S6)  would 
extend  from  the  mld.dle  of  March  to  the  middle  of  April,  During 
this  period  was  the  annunciation  to  Maiy,  and  the  Lord's  birth 
must  then  he  placed  between  the  middle  of  December,  749,  and 
the  middle  of  January,  750.  A  more  definite  result  we  cannot 
reach,  except  we  receive  the  traditional  date  of  the  25th  of  De- 
cember. The  origin  and  value  of  this  tradition  we  proceed  to 
consider. 

1  LIgiitfoot  on  Lute  ii.  8.  =  So  A,  Clarke,  Qreaivell. 
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It  is  now  generally  granted  that  the  day  of  the  nativity  was 
not  observed  aa  a  feast  in  any  part  of  the  Church,  east  or  west, 
till  some  time  in  the  fourth  century.'  If  any  day  had  been  earlier 
fised  upon  as  the  Lord's  birtiiday,  it  was  not  commemorated  by 
any  religious  rites,  nor  is  it  mentioned  by  any  writers.  The  ob- 
servance of  the  35tb  December  is  ascribed  to  Julius,  Bishop  of 
Eoma,  A.  D.  887-352,  It  ia  mentioned  as  observed  under  Lis  suc- 
cessor Liberius,  a,  d,  352-509.  In  the  Eastern  Church  till  this 
time,  the  6tli  January  had  been  observed  as  the  day  of  the  Loi-d's 
baptism,  and  had  been  regarded  also  aa  the  day  of  His  birth,  it 
being  inferred  from  Lake  iii.  23,  that  He  was  just  thirty  when  bap- 
tized. It  was  only  by  degrees  that  a  distinction  began  to  be  made 
between  the  date  of  His  birth  and  that  of  His  baptism,  and  that 
each  began  to  be  observed  upon  different  days.  Chrjsostom '  states 
that  it  was  only  within  ton  years  that  the  25th  December  had  been 
made  known  to  them  by  the  Western.  Church  as  the  day  of  His 
nativity,  but  asserts  that  throngh  the  public  records  of  the  taxing 
(Luke  ii.  1-4)  preserved  at  Eome  it  had  long  been  known  to  the 
Christians  of  that  city.  From  this  time,  about  the  end  of  the 
fourth  century,  this  day  was  cominemorated  as  the  birthdav  both 
in  the  east  and  west. 

Thus  we  have  in  favor  of  the  35t!i  December,  the  fact  that  the 
Eastern  Churches  were  induced  to  adopt  it,  and  to  transfer  to  it 
the  feast  which  they  had  before  obserued  upon  the  Btli  of  Jannary. 
TVe  can  scarce  think  this  done  without  some  good  chronological 
grounds,  real  or  supposed.  But  we  do  not  know  what  these 
grounds  were.  Some '  ascribe  great  importance  to  the  state- 
ments of  Justin  Martyr,  TcrtuUlan,  and  Chrysostom,  that  in  the 
public  archives  at  Rome  a  registry  existed  of  the  census  under 
Augustus,  by  which  the  Lord's  birthday  was  conclusively  estab- 
lished. Jarvis  supposes  Tertullian  to  give  the  very  words  of  the 
enrolment  aa  he  found  them  in  the  Roman  archives,  in  which 
Hary  is  mentioned  as  the  mother  of  Jesus — Maria  ex  qua,  nas- 
dtur  Christw.    Thus  the  day  being  proved  by  the  register  at 

'  So  Clinton.  "  Not  only  was  the  day  unfenown,  but  for  300  years  after 
the  nscensioQ  no  day  was  Set  apart  for  the  commemoration  of  the  birth  of 
Christ." 

'  Antioch,  A.  D.  33fi.  '  So  Jarf  is,  370  and  53?. 
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Eoine,theinowle<Igeof  it  gradually  spread  to  theEastemCLiirohes. 
But  most  ohronologists  have  regarded  tLese  statetnents  as  of  little 

The  fact  that  the  tradition,  which  placed  the  Lord's  hirth  on  the 
35th  December,  also  placed  the  hirth  of  John  Baptist  on  the  24th 
June  precediog,  the  aunonciation  to  the  virgin  on  the  2Sth  March, 
and  day  of  Elisabeth's  conception  on  the  24th  September,  or  on 
tlie  four  cardinal  points  of  tlie  year,  has  led  many  to  suppose  that 
these  periods  were  selected  with  reference  to  their  astronomical 
significance,  rather  than  as  the  real  dates  of  these  eTente,  It 
strengthens  t'his  supposition  that  so  m^iy  of  the  Christian  festivals 
were  placed  upon  days  remarkable  in  the  Julian  calendar.  Noting 
these  facts,  Sir  Isaac  Newton'  inferred  that  "  these  days  were  flsed 
in  the  first  Christian  calendars  by  mathemaliciana  at  pleasure, 
without  regard  to  tradition,  and  that  the  Christiana  afterward 
took  up  what  they  found  in  the  calendars."  More  probable  is  the 
suppositi^in  that  these  dates  were  in  part  selected  as  the  times  of 
Christian  feasts,  in  oi-der  to  serve  as  o  counterpoise  to  the  corre- 
sponding heathen  festivals,  and  in  part  because  of  their  typical 
meaning.  It  does  not  appear  that  the  feast  of  the  nativity  can  be 
directly  connected  with  any  heathen  festival,  for  tlie  connection 
between  this  day  and  the  dies  naialii  solis  ineicti,  cannot  be 
proved ;  but  as  the  winter  solstice  its  bearings  are  often  typically 
interpreted  by  the  fathers.'  Thus  the  words  of  John  Baptist 
spoken  of  Christ,  (John  iii.  80)  "  He  must  increase  but  I  mast  de- 
crease," are  apphed  to  the  fact  that,  at  John's  birth  in  June  34t!i, 
or  the  summer  solstice,  the  days  began  to  decrease  in  length,  hut 
at  Christ's  birth,  December  35th,  the  days  began  to  increase. 
Thus  Augustine':  Sodie  natuB  est  Johannes,  quo  ineipiunt  de- 
erescere  dies'-eo  die  naiM»  Ok-rislua,  quo  ereseere. 

"Whilst  such  typical  applications  naturally  tend  to  beget  doubts 
whether  the  dates  so  connected  with  the  great  astronomical  epochs 
of  the  year  have  any  historic  foundation,  yet  on  the  other  hand  it 
should  he  borne  in  mind  that  if  the  25th  December  were  actually 

'  See  Kin  gal  cy  in  New  Euglnnder,  April,  3S47,  wlio  says  Hint  ibej-are  not 
referred  to  by  Baroniiis,  or  Pagi,  or  Cuusabon,  or  relied  on  by  Usher  or 
Newconie. 

=  Observntions  upon  Daaiel  aad  Apoc. 
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tlie  Lord's  Tjirtlnlay,  the  events  preceding  it,  the  conception  of 
John,  the  annunciation  to  Mary,  and  the  bii'th  of  John,  must  liave 
talcen  place  nearly  at  the  times  which  tradition  has  assigned.  And 
it  deserves  to  be  considered,  that  the  hour  of  His  birth,  who  is 
Lord  of  nil,  was  not  roattei;  of  accident,  but  divinely  appointed. 
What  season  of  the  year  might  be  most  fitting  to  so  great  an 
event,  or  whether,  astronomically  viowcd,  tbe  winter  solstice  has 
any  such  fitness,  are  qnestions  not  necessary  to  bo  answered  here. 
It  is  at  least  not  unreasonable  to  beUeve,  that  the  sun,  in  its  coui-se, 
may  typify  Him  who  is  the  Sun  of  righteousness,  and  the  year  in 
its  seasons  foreshadow  the  epochs  of  His  life. 

The  strongest  argument  against  the  25tli  Deoember,  if  the  birth 
be  put  in  749,  is  that  it  leaves  too  little  space  for  the  events  that 
occurred  before  Herod's  death.  This  death  was  about  the  1st  of 
April,  750 ;  we  thus  have  a  little  more  than  three  months.  In 
this  period  were  the  visit  of  the  Magi,  tho  presentation  at  the 
Temple,  the  flight  into  Egypt,  and  sojourn  there.  If,  according  to 
general  tradition,  the  Magi  came  on  the  Gth  January  or  18th  day 
after  the  Lord's  birth,  and  the  presentation  was  on  the  40th,  or 
early  in  February,  He  went  down  into  Egypt  about  two  months 
before  Herod's  death.  Those  who  put  the  flight  into  Egypt  imme- 
diately after  the  coming  of  the  Ma^,  on  the  6th  January,  and. the 
presentation  upon  the  return  after  Herod's  death,  gain  another 
month.  If,  however,  we  follow  the  order  of  most  modern  har- 
monists, and  put  the  visit  of  the  Magi  after  the  presentation  on  the 
40th  day,  tho  time  of  the  sojourn  in  Egypt  up  to  Herod's  death  was 
a  little  less  than  two  months. 

Those  ■who  put  the  Lord's  birth  in  H8  or  74T,  make  the  period 
spent  in  Egypt  much  longer — some  three  years,  some  two,  some 
one,  some  six  niontlis.  Tiiose  who  put  the  birth  later  than  the 
25th  December,  749,  and  Herod's  death  in  April,  750,  make  the 
sojourn  but  three  to  fonr  weeks,  or  less;  Wieseler  and  Ellicott 
only  aboat  a  fortnight  There  is  nothing  in  Matthew's  narration, 
or  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  that  makes  it  probable  He  was 
thei-e  more  than  a  few  weeks.  There  does  not,  tlierefore,  appear 
any  good  reason  why  all  the  events  he  narrates  may  not  have 
taken  place  between  the  25th  December  and  the  following  1st  of 

Our  inqiiiries  lead  us,  then,  to  these  general  results.    We  find  it 
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most  probable  that  the  Lord  was  born  near  tbe  end  of  the  year 
749.  At  this  period  all  the  ciironolo^col  statements  of  the  Evan- 
gelists seem  mort  readily  to  centre  and  harmonize.  In  favor  of 
December,  the  last  month  of  that  year,  as  mnch  may  be  said 
as  in  favor  of  any  other,  and  this  aside  from  tbe  testimony  of 
tradition.  As  to  the  day,  little  that  is  definite  can  be  said.  The 
25tli  of  this  monlb  lies  open  to  the  suspicion  of  being  selected 
on  other  than  historic  grounds,  yet  it  is  not  inconsistent  with 
any  data  we  have,  and  has  the  voice  of  tradition  in  its  favor. 
Still,  in  regard  to  all  these  conclusions,  it  must  be  remembered 
that  many  elements  of  unoertaJnfy  enter  into  the  computations,  and 
that  any  positive  statements  ore  impossible.  It  is  well  bud  by 
Spanheim:  Sed  enm  hae  de  realtv-m.  apvd  Emmgeliitoi  ait  silen- 
tium,  nee  Apostolicm  EcdeiUe  vel  sanetionem,  iiel  praain  legiimm, 
causm  nihil  tat,  cvr  temcre  definiainits  quod  nolide  defiairi  nun 
potest. 


DATE  OF  TEE  LORD'S  BAPTISM. 

If  we  assume,  upon  grounds  stated  in  the  essay  upon  the  date 
of  the  Lord's  birth,  that  tlie  Passover  following  His  baptism  was 
that  of  790,  we  have  to  determine  how  long  an  interval  elapsed 
between  them.  Our  only  data  to  decide  this  are  the  statements 
of  the  Syuoptists  compared  with  those  of  John.  Tlie  former  re- 
late how  Jesns  came  from  Galilee  to  Jordan  unto  John,  and  was 
baptized,  and  how  He  was  immediately  led  up  of  the  Spirit  into 
the  wilderness  to  be  tempted  of  the  devil,  and  was  there  forty 
days.  Of  His  return  to  the  Baptist  at  the  Jordan,  thoy  say  noth- 
ing, but  John  supplies  the  omission,  (John  i,  29.)  Returning  after 
the  temptation  to  the  Jordan,  where  the  Baptist  bears  witness  to 
Him  as  the  Lamb  of  God,  He  begins  to  gather  disciples,  and  with 
Simon  and  Andrew  and  others  depai'ts  to  Cana  of  Galileej  All  this 
may  have  occupied  six  or  seven  days.  After  the  wedding  at  Cana 
He  went  down  to  Capernaum,  but  made  there  only  a  brief  sojourn, 
and  then  went  up  to  Jerusalem  to  the  Passover,  which  fell  this 
year  upon  the  9th  April.  Supposing  that  he  reached  Jerusalem  a 
month  after  the  wedding  at  Oana,  we  find  that  the  whole  interval 
between  the  baptism  and  the  Passover  was  from  two  to  three 
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months,'  If  this  l>o  adoiittod,  the  Lord  was  baptized  some  time  in 
the  montli  of  January,  780. 

Against  this  result,  a  veiy  strong  objection  is  brought,  derived 
from  the  relation  in  whioh  the  Lord's  baptism  stands  to  John's 
ministry.  From  Luke  (iii.  1-2)  we  learn  that  the  woi'd  of  God 
came  to  John  in  the  wilderness  in  the  loth  yeai'  of  the  reign  of 
Tiberius  Oesar.  If  this  year  corresponds,  as  is  said,  to  the  year 
783,  and  mai'ks  the  beginning  of  his  work,  then  John  could  not 
have  baptized  Jesus  in  780,  Here  are  two  points  to  be  exam- 
ined: first,  what  is  meant  by  tl  w  d  f  C  d  ming  to  John; 
second,  from  what  point  f  t  a  th  16th  f  Tiberius  to  be 
reckoned  ? 

The  obvious  and  natu  1  nt  p  ta  n  f  th  E  angelist's  lan- 
guage ;  "  The  word  of  &  d  ra  unt  J  hn  ho  wilderness, 
and  he  came  into  all  the  c  ntjab  tJ  dnp  aching — as  it  is 
written ;  "  is  that  it  refers  to  the  beginnmg  of  his  ministry.  But 
aa  Christ's  work  in  Galilee,  whioh  only  is  mentioned  by  Luke,  be- 
gan after  John's  imprisonment,  it  is  said  that  this  imprisonment 
took  place  in  the  16th  year  of  Tiberius,  and  that  his  ministry  im- 
mediately preceding  it  is  that  referred  to.  That  it  was  earJy  so 
understood,  is  said  to  be  shown  by  Eusebius,  (iii.  34,]  when  he  says 
that  the  Synoptists  "  only  wrote  the  deeds  of  our  Lord  for  one  year 
after  Che  imprisonraeat  of  John  Baptist,  and  intimated  this  in  the 
very  beginning  of  their  history."  In  recent  tiroes,  the  denial  that 
Luke's  words  refer  to  the  banning  of  the  Baptist's  miniatry,  has 
been  defended  by  several  eminent  chronologists,'  Sanclemente* 
attempts  to  show  that  the  15th  year  of  Tiberins  "  non  ad  initiicm 
viiiiisterU  Joannit,  nonad  baptiamtim  a,  Chriato  in  Jordane  tuaeep- 
(um,  ted  ad  ipaiv-a  pamonu  et  cruaiJbdonU  tempm  ipso  evani/eliata 
dvce  atqvs  inferprete  esse  r^erendum,"  Brown  (93)  adopted  this 
explanation  in  a  modified  form,  "  The  heading  of  St.  Luke's  third 
chapter  contains  the  date,  not  of  the  mission  of  St,  John  the 

■  Some  clironologista  wouM  mucb  enlarge  this  period.  Hales  puts  the 
baptiam  sis  months  before  the  Passover ;  Usher,  says  two  years  aud  a  half 
old.  Bee  Clinton,  2.  234,  note.  Bat  most  agree  that  it  waa  from  two  to  four 
months. 

"  So  Sanclemente,  Browne,  Wieseler;  and  following  the  latter,  TistlicD- 
dorfandEllicott. 

■  As  cited  by  Wieseler,  196.  note. 
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Baptist,  but  of  the  year  of  our  Lord's  ministry,  especially  in  refer- 
enco  to  the  groat  events  witli  which  it  closed."  "Wieseler,  (194,) 
referring  the  Evangelist's  words  to  the  imprieonment  of  John, 
has  defended  this  view  most  ingeniously  and  elaborately.  It  is  ob- 
vions,  that  in  this  way  we  avoid  a  great  chronological  difficulty, 
but  we  meet  others  as  great  The  Ifith  year  of  Tiberias,  counting 
from  the  death  of  Augustus,  on  tbe  19th  August,  767,  was  the  year 
&om  August  781  to  August  783.  Wieseler  jiuts  the  impriaonmeiit 
of  the  Baptist  about  the  middle  of  Mai'cb,  782,  and  bis  death  in 
April  following.  Thus  the  period  of  his  imprisonment  ia  limited 
to  three  weeks,  which  is  manifestly  too  brief.  Again,  if  the  state- 
ments of  Luke  (iii.  3-18)  have  reference  to  a  work  of  Jolin  im- 
mediately preceding  his  captivity,  he  must  have  returin,*d  from 
.^non  (John  iii,  38)  to  the  Jordan,  and  tbns  have  begun  anew 
his  labors.  Bat  this  ia  inconsistent  with  the  fact,  that  his  work 
had  reached  its  cnlminnting  point  at  the  baptism  of  Jesus.  From 
that  time  ho  began  to  decrease.  It  eonld  not  be  said  of  him 
in  the  last  stage  of  liis  ministry,  as  Luke  relates,  (iii.  15,)  that 
"  all  men  mused  in  tboir  heai-ts  of  John,  whether  he  were  the 
Cliriat  or  not." 

We  therefore  conclude,  in  common  with  the  great  body  of 
chronologists  and  commentators,  that  Luke  designs  to  refei-  the 
IBth  year  of  Tiberius  to  the  begmaing  of  the  Baptist's  ministry.' 
We  must  now  turn  to  the  second  point,  from  what  period  is  the 
Ifith  year  of  Tiberias  to  be  reckoned?  Tiberius  was  the  step-son 
of  the  emperor  Augustus,  and  was  formally  adopted  by  him  in  757. 
After  fiEing  several  high  stations  in  the  civil  and  military  service, 
he  was  associated  with  him  in  the  general  administration  of  the 
empire  in  704  or  705.'  Upon. the  death  of  Augustus,  on  the  19th 
of  August,  707,  he  became  sole  ruler.  Tlius  there  are  two  periods 
from  which  his  rule  or  administration  maybe  reckoned;  that  when 
he  was  associated  witb  Augustus,  and  that  when  he  began  to  rule 
alone.  To  which  of  these  periods  does  Luke  refer  5  If  to  the  for- 
mer, the  15th  year  of  bis  government  was  that  of  779-780 ;  if  the 
latter,  from  19lh  August,  781-783.  If  we  accept  the  latter  date,  and 
John  began  his  ministry  in  August,  the  baptism  of  Jesus  must  be 

■  So  Meyer,  Lichteustein,  Ebrard,  Winsr,  KrafFL 

'  According  to  Greawell,  1.  344,  and  moat,  in  beginning  or  middle  of  165. 
According  to  Sepp,  1.  SSI,  in  year  from  Aug.  76S--7S1. 
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placed  in  782.  If  He  was  born  in  749  or  beginning  of  750,  He 
must  Lave  been  tliirty-two  or  tiirty-threo  years  of  age  at  tliis  time, 
which  it  is  difficult  to  reconcile  with  Luke  fiii.  2S)  that  He  was 
"  about  thirty  yeai's  of  age."  If  bom  in.  7i8  or  747,  He  was  now 
thirty-four  or  thirty-tiye,  which  preaenta  a  still  greater  difficulty. 
Hence  many  have  inferred  that  Luke,  who  could  not  well  have  over- 
looked tlie  apparent  discvepanoy,  must  have  reckoned  the  15th  year 
of  Tiberius,  from  the  time  when  ho  became  colleague  with  Augustas. 

The  importance  of  this  date,  and  the  many  difficaltiea  connected 
with  it,  demand  that  we  give  to  it  a  more  pai'tioular  examination. 
Three  points  claim  our  attention,  1st.  The  fact  of  Tiberius'  asso- 
ciation with  Augustus  in  the  government  of  the  empire.  This  feet 
is  beyond  all  doubt.  The  du  ect  eviden  f  nd  n  T  t  ba 
tonius,  and  Patercnhi^  and  there  are  i     d    tfll  all  t     t  in 

several  other  writers '  Tacitus  says'  tht  nhm  yhn 
was  accumulated;  he  nai  adopted  byAgt  fh  nas- 
sumed  colleague  in  the  empire,  and  i  es  nf  d  t  tl  se  al 
armies."  He  relates  also  that  Tiberiu  n  plj  t  tl  q  t  f 
the  Senate  to  take  the  government,  laid  that  Augustus  only  was 
capable  of  so  mighty  a  charge,  that  lor  himself,  having  been  called 
by  him  to  axMirtioipation  of  his  cares,  he  had  learned  by  experience 
how  difficult  to  bear,  and  how  subject  to  fortune  was  the  burden  of 
the  general  administration  " — regendi  cuncta.  In  like  manner,  Sue- 
tonius '  says  that  "  Augustus  ordered  that  Tiberius  should  be  named 
as  his  colleague  "^coiiejiOTi  mum  Ttberium  iotncupare  jumC.  He 
mentions  also  a  law  promulgated  by  the  consuls,  that  "  Tiberius, 
jointly  with  Augustus,  should  role  in  the  provinces  and  also  take 
the  census  " — ut  proviitcias  cum  Auguefo  communiter  adminiatraret, 
tirniulqitt eenewm ageret.  Merivale  (4,  887)  observes;  "Tliiacommu- 
nication  of  proconsular  power  abroad  could  hardly  admit  of  any  other 
interpretation  than  that  the  son  was  thereby  formally  associated  in 
the  empire  with  liis  father."  Paterenlus,  (103,)  alluding  to  his  adop- 
tion by  Angnatus,  represents  himself  as  unable  to  describe  the  joy  of 
that  day ;  the  great  concoarse  of  all  ranks  of  the  people,  and  their 
hopes  and  prayers.  He  mentions  also  the  triumph  due  him  be- 
cause of  his  victories  in  Pannonia  and  Dalmatia,  and  which  waa 
celebrated  with  great  raagniiicence,  after  the  Senate  and  people 
of  Rome,  on  a  request  being  made  byiiis  father  that  he  might  be 

'  See  Lardncr,  1.  355.  '  Ann.,  1.  3,  '  August.,  97. 
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invested  with  autliorlty  equal  to  his  own — ut  mquum  ei  pi$  in 
omnibus  provinciu  exerciUMsq-ae  esset,  quam,  erat  ipsi,  had  passed 
a  (lecree  to  that  effect.  Paterculus  adda,  as  his  own  coanaent,  that 
it  would  have  heen  unreasonable  if  he  could  not  have  ruled  what 
Lo  had  secured. 

Thus  the  fact  is  abundantly  established,  that  Augustus  did  for- 
mallj  associate  Tiberius  with  him  in  the  rule  of  the  empire.  At 
his  request,  a  decree  to  this  effect  was  passed  by  the  Senate  and 
people.  Nor  was  Tiberius  a  colleague  in  name  merely.  Augustus, 
very  aged,  and  now  aiuking  nnder  boddy  infirmities,  was  almost 
whoEy  under  the  contj'ol  of  his  y,  ife,  tlie  mother  of  Tiberius,  whilst 
the  latter  was  ia  the  prime  of  life,  active  and  energetic.  In  the 
very  nature  of  the  case,  Tiberius,  from  the  time  of  his  colleague- 
ship  the  recognized  successor  to  the  imperial  throne,  must  have 
been  a  most  conspicuous  and  influentiil  person,  and,  we  may  per- 
haps say,  the  emperor  de  facto,  although  the  name  and  prestige  re- 
mained with  Augustus  till  his  death  That  upon  this  event  he  did 
not  openly  and  immediately  act  as  emperor,  but  paid  court  to  the 
Senate,  as  if  the  Republic  still  esisted,  and  as  if  he  were  irresolute 
about  assuming  the  sovereign  rule,'  is  attributable  to  the  peculiar 
political  circumstances  of  the  times ;  and  also  to  his  hanghty  tem- 
per, that  chose  rather  to  ascribe  his  elevation  to  the  voice  of  the 
people,  than  to  the  intrigues  of  his  mother,  and  to  the  favor  of  a 
weak,  superannuated  old  man, 

2d,  When  was  Tiberius  thus  made  coDeague  with  Augustus? 
Most  chronologists  agree  in  placing  the  decree  of  the  Senate  already 
alluded  to,  near  the  end  of  764  or  beginning  of  765.'  We  may 
accept  this  as  the  true  date.  Taking  then  the  year  765,  from  Jan- 
uary to  January,  as  the  1st  of  Tiberius,  the  15th  is  the  year  779. 
Some  time,  then,  in  779,  is  the  beginning  of  John's  ministry  to  he 
placed, 

8d.  Is  it  probable,  that  Lnlte  would  compute  the  reign  of 
Tiberius  frOm  liis  colleagueship  ?  It  is  said  that  there  is  no  proof 
that  this  mode  of  computation  was  known  to  any  of  the  fathers, 
or  that  it  was  ever  used  by  any  historians,'  Clemens  of  Alexandria 
does,  however,  mention  that,  according  to  one  mode  of  computing, 

■  Tacitus.  Ann.,  1. 1. 

1,  Robiuson. 
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riberiiia  reigned  twenty-two  years,  according  Ui  anotlier  twenty- 
sis  years,  which,  if  it  be  not  a  numerical  error,  indicates  a  twofold 
beginning  of  his  reigD,  HoffiDan'  supposes  that  in  Josephus'  there 
is  a  reference  to  the  coOeagneship,  where  he  states  that  "  Tiberina 
died  after  he  himself  liad  held  the  government  twenty-two  years  " 
— irxitt'  nuTot  Tijc  apx^v.  The  most  ohvions  construction  of  thb 
plirflse,  is  that  which  refers  it  to  his  sole  administration,  in  contra- 
distinction to  his  colleagueship.  That  such  a  twofold  computation 
took  place  in  the  case  of  some  of  the  later  emperors,  is  unques- 
tioned. A  coin  exists  hearing  the  inscription ;  "  In  the  llth  holy 
year  of  the  government  of  the  emperor  Titus," '  As  he  himself 
lived  ouly  two  years  after  hia  father's  death,  the  other  nine  years 
most  refer  to  his  joint  i-nle  with  hia  father  as  a  colleague.  And 
whether  the  fathers  were  ignorant  that  the  reign  of  Tiberius  might 
be  reckoned  from  two  epochs,  is  doubtful.  Lardner  reasons  that 
they  must  have  known  it,  because  as  they  almost  universally  placed 
the  crucifixion  in  the  15th  year,  they  must  have  seen  how  incon- 
sistent it  was  with  Luke,  who  placed  the  beginning  of  John's  min- 
istry in  that  year. 

We  cannot,  without  doing  St.  Luke  great  injustice  as  a  his- 
torian, suppose  Mm  to  have  been  ignorant  of  3  fact  so  pnbllo  and 
notorious  as  that  of  the  association  of  Tiberius  with  Augustus  in 
the  empire ;  and  there  is  no  good  reason  why,  if  knowmg  it,  he 
should  not  have  taken  it  as  an  epoch  from  which  fo  reckon  If 
the  Italians  dated  his  reign  from  the  emperor's  deatb,  that  natu- 
rally follows  from  the  fact  that  the  imperial  authority  of  Tibenus, 
during  hia  colleagueship,  was  little  felt  in  Italy;  his  admmistration 
being  especially  confined  to  the  provinces.  But  it  gives  a  good 
reason  why  those  in  the  pravinces,  especially  of  Asia  Mmor  and 
Syria,  should  reckon  from  the  time  when  he  became  in  regard  to 
them  the  acting  emperor.  Whether  by  the  choice  of  the  word 
"  reign,"  tfyf/iovia,  rather  than  BairiXEia  or  ixompxia,  he  designed  to 
indicate  this,'  is  uncertain,  but  the  word  is  certainly  applicable  to  a 
government  administered  by  more  than  one  person.  The  cases  in 
all  eastern  countries  where  the  sons  of  kings  wore  associated 
with  their  fathers  in  the  kingdom  were  so  common,  that  tie 
double  reckoning  of  their  reigns  could  not  have  been  any  thing 
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unusual.  Incleed,  the  epocli  from  which  to  date  a  reign  is  ofteD 
perplexing,  and  briDga  no  little  confusion  into  chronology.  Gres- 
well  (I.  S3fi)  ascribes  theEvangeliat'sstat^ment  to  "that  scrupulous 
regard  to  truth,  which  wo  should  have  a  right  to  expect  from  an 
inspired  historian.  He  could  not  deliberately  call  that  year  the 
18th  of  Tiberius  which  he  knew  to  be  really  hb  15th." 

These  considerations  will,  we  trust,  exculpate  the  Eyangelist 
from  all  charges  of  historical  inaccuracy.  It  is  plain  that  he  might 
reckon  the  years  of  Tiberius'  reign  from  that  time,  when,  by  his 
father's  desire  and  the  solemnly  espreasad  will  of  the  Senate  aad 
people,  he  entered  npon  the  exercise  of  imperial  power.  But 
whether,  in  point  of  fact,  Lake  thus  computes,  continues  to  be 
matter  of  dispute.' 

To  sum  up  our  investigations  npoa  this  point,  we  find  three 
solutions  of  the  chronological  diffioalties  which  the  statements  of 
Luke  present.  1st.  Tiiat  the  I5th  year  of  Tiberius  is  to  be  reck- 
oned ft'osn  the  death  of  Augustas,  and  extends  from  August  781  to 
August  782.  In  this  year,  the  Baptist,  whose  labors  began  some 
time  previous,  was  imprisoned,  but  the  Lord's  ministry  began  in 
780,  before  this  imprisonment,  an3  when  He  was  about  thirty  years 
of  age.  2d.  That  the  15th  year  is  to  be  reckoned  from  the  death 
of  Augustus,  bat  that  the  statement  the  Lord  was  about  thirty 
years  of  age  is  to  be  taken  in  a  large  sense,  and  that  He  may  have 
been  of  any  age  from  thirty  to  thirty-five,  when  He  began  His 
labors.  3d.  That  the  15th  year  is  to  be  reckoned  from  the  year 
when  Tiberius  was  associated  with  Augustus  in  the  empire,  and 
is  therefore  the  year  779.  In  this  case,  the  language  "  He  was 
about  thirty "  may  be  strictly  taken,  and  the  statement,  "  the 
word  of  God  came  mito  John,"  may  be  referi-ed  to  the  beginning 
of  his  ministry. 

Of  these  solutions,  the  last  seems  to  have  most  in  its  favor ;  and 
we  shall  assume  that  during  tlie  year  779,  or  the  15th  year  of 

'  In  favor  of  fhe  compiitalion  from  the  coll onguoship,  Uaher,  Bengel,  Lard- 
ner,  Jarvia,  Greswell,  Liohtenstein,  Sepp,  Priedlieb,  Bucher,  Palritioa;  of 
the  sole  toign  of  Tiberius,  Ligbtfoot,  Wieseler,  Meyer,  Ebrard,  Tisohendorf, 
Ewold,  Browne,  ElUcott,  Ammcr.  Clinton  says,  "  Wa  are  compelled  to  con- 
clude tbat  Si  Luke  computed  tbe  years  of  Tibeiius  in  a  peculiar  taannGr," 
but  denies  that  there  is  any  ground  for  selecting  the  year  765  aa  the  year 
of  the  colleagueship. 
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Tiberius,  reokoned  from  his  colleague  ship  with  Augustus,  John 
begau  to  preach  and  baptize.  We  have  next  to  inqiiii'e  in  what 
period  of  the  yeor  his  Inbors  began. 

From  the  fact  that  the  Levitea  were  not  allowed  to  enter  upon 
their  full  service  till  the  age  of  thirty,  (Nnmb.  iv.  8,)  it  has  been 
generally  supposed,  although  there  is  no  express  law  to  that  effect, 
that  the  priests  begun  their  labors  at  the  same  age.  At  this  period 
the  body  and  mind  were  deemed  to  have  reached  their  full  vigor.' 
Hence  it  has  been  inferred  that  John  must  have  reached  the  age 
of  thirty  ere  he  began  hia  ministry.  If  this  inference  be  correct, 
he  began  to  preach  during  the  summer  of  779,  his  birth  having  taken 
place,  as  we  have  seen,  in  the  summer  of  749.  We  may  then  con- 
clude that  he  entered  upon  his  work  near  the  middle  of  779,  when 
he  was  about  thirty.  If  so,  be  began  to  preach  and  baptize  about 
July  or  a  little  later.  How  long  his  labors  had  continued  before 
Jesus  came  to  him  to  be  baptized,  we  can  but  conjecture.  That, 
however,  he  had  been  active  for  a  considerable  period,  is  apparent 
from  the  statements  by  the  Synoptista  respecting  "  the  multitudes 
that  came  out  to  him  from  Jerusalem,  and  all  Judea,  and  all  the 
region  round  about  Jordan,"  (Matt.  iii.  6 ;  Mark  i.  5  ;  Luke  iii.  7.) 
Some  months  at  least  must  have  elapsed  ere  his  fame  could  have 
spread  so  widely,  and  so  many  liave  been  drawn  to  him.  And  if 
we  suppose  that  the  larger  part  of  these  crowds  received  the  rite 
of  baptism  at  liis  hands,  a  still  longer  period  is  required,  A  body 
of  disciples,  as  distinguished  from  the  multitudes,  had  already 
gathered  around  him.  If  we  add  to  this,  that  at  Christ's  baptism, 
his  work  seems  to  ]iave  reached  its  highest  point,  and  thencefor- 
ward began  to  decline,  we  cannot  well  estimate  this  period  as  leaa 
than  six  months  in  duration. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  ai-e  some  considerations  that  prevent 
us  from  much  enlai-ging  this  period.  The  general  belief  of  the 
Jews  tliat  the  coming  of  the  Messiah  was  near,  and  their  earnest 
desire  for  it,  would  naturally  turn  their  attention  to  John  as  soon 
as  he  appeared  in  public.  His  ascetic  life,  his  energetic  speech, 
his  boldness  of  reproof,  and  tho  whole  character  of  his  teachings, 
were  adapted  to  produce  an  immediate  and  powerful  impression 
upon  the  people  at  large.  And  tJie  ficquent  E;athering  of  the  in- 
habitants from  all  parts  of  tho  land  at  the  feasts,  would  serve 

1  Greswcll,  1.  S7T. 
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rnpicliy  to  diffuse  the  tidings,  that  a  new  prophet  had  arisen.  But 
as  sQoii  a  phenomenon  as  this  preacher  in  the  wilderness  could  not 
long  escape  the  notice  of  the  Pharisees  and  the  ecclesiastical  rulers 
at  Jerusalem,  so  it  could  not  long  remain  unquestioned.  So  soon 
as  his  popularity  became  wide-spread,  and  multitudes  hegan  to  re- 
ceive baptism  at  his  hands,  they  iv  ould  seek  to  know  who  he  was, 
and  by  whot  authority  he  instituted  this  new  lite.  But,  as  appears 
from  John,  (i  11-28,)  no  8U(,h  formal  inquiry  was  made  hy  the 
Pharisees  of  the  Baptist  till  after  the  hapti«m  of  Jesus.  Hence 
we  may  infer  that  hif.  ministry  had  not  3ot  continued  any  very 
long  period. 

We  may  also  add  that  John's  nie=sige,  "Eepcnt  ye,  for  the 
kingdom  of  heaven  is  at  hand,"  m  aa  plain  and  easily  nnderstooO. 
He  was  no  teacher  of  abstract  doetnues,  hut  a  herald  of  the  Mes- 
mh,  and  his  words  took  immediate  hold  of  men's  hearts.  Thus 
his  mission  could  he  speedily  fulfilled. 

In  view  of  the  above  considerations,  we  conclude  that  John's 
ministry  may  have  continued  about  six  months,  when  the  Xord 
came  to  he  baptized  '  If  lie  w  as  already  thirty  when  he  began 
his  work,  and  his  birth  be  placed  in  June,  749,  sis  months  before 
that  of  the  Lord,  lie  began  in  July  7T9,  to  preach  and  baptize. 
If  about  six  months  elapsed  ere  the  Loid  came  to  him  at  tie  Jor- 
dan, Hls  baptism  was  near  the  beginning  ot  780.  It  confirms  us 
in  this  result,  that  two  or  thiee  months  must  have  elapsed  from  tko 
baptism  of  Jesus  to  the  first  Passover,  ("John  ii.  18.)  We  rest, 
then,  in  the  conclusion,  that  Jesus  was  baptized  December,  779,  or 
January,  780. 

In  the  absence  of  all  other  data,  we  mast  here  consider  the 
tradition  that  pats  His  baptism  on  the  6th  of  Jamiarj.  It  has 
already  api>eared  in  our  inquiries  into  the  date  of  our  Lord's 
nativity,  that  both  His  birth  and  baptism,  and  also  the  adoration 
of  the  Magi,  were  originally  commemorated  on  the  same  day,  and 
that  this  day  was  the  6th  of  January.  Thfe  feast  was  called  the 
feast  of  the  Epiphany,  mi^vfia  (Titus  ii,  18),  and  commemorated 
His  manifestation  to  the  world.  After  the  Roman  Church  had 
established  the  feast  of  the  nativity  upon  the  2Bth  December,  it 
still  continued  to  observe  the  6tli  January  in  commemoration  of  the 
adoration  of  the  Magi  and  of  the  baptism,  giving,  however,  more 
■  So  Liglvifoot,  Newcome,  ntid  miinj. 
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proraiQence  to  the  former  than  to  the  latter.'  The  Greek  Church, 
on  the  contrary,  after  it  hegan  to  ohserve  the  35th  December  as 
the  day  of  the  nativity,  trnnsferred  to  it  also  the  adorfltioa  of  the 
Magi,  and  commemorated  only  the  baptism  on  the  6th  January. 
Thus  hoth  the  Roman,  and  Greelt  Churches  now  agree  in  the  ob- 
servance of  this  day  as  that  of  the  Lord's  baptism. 

If  we  now  proceed  to  ask,  on  what  grounds  this  day  was  se- 
lected as  that  of  the  baptism,  we  obtain  no  very  aattsfaotory  an- 
swer. The  feast  of  the  Epiphany  seems  to  have  been  originally 
ooramemorative  of  the  baptism  as  the  time  when  the  Lord  was  first 
manifestJjd.  openly  aa  the  Son  of  God,  (Matt.  iii.  16-lT;)  and  as  He 
was  snpposed,  through  a  too  literal  interpretation  of  Luke,  (iii.  33,) 
to  have  been  just  thirty  years  of  age,  the  day  of  the  baptism  was 
also  that  of  the  birth.  The  same  feast,  therefore,  might  well  em- 
brace both  events.  Afterward,  other  events,  coming  under  tbe 
same  general  idea  of  manifestation,  were  included  in  the  commem- 
oration ;  the  adoration  of  the  Magi,  the  first  miracle  at  Cana  of 
Galilee,  where  "  He  manifested  forth  Hia  glory,"  and,  later  still, 
the  rairaouloua  feeding  of  the  Ave  thousand.'  As  all  these  cventa 
could  not  have  taken  place  on  the  same  day  of  the  year,  it  be- 
comes doubtful  whether  any  of  them  can  be  refeired  to  the  6th  of 
January.  The  otiaervanee  of  this  day  aa  tliat  of  the  baptism,  is 
first  mentioned  by  Clemens,  of  Alexandria,  as  existing  amongst  the 
Gnostic  Basilidiana  of  that  city.'  Some  have  thought  that,  as  the 
Egyptians  celebrated  at  this  time  the  feast  Inventio  OavHdia,  the 
Basilidians  adopted  both  the  feast  and  date  from  them.  But,  aside 
from  otiier  objections  to  this  Egyptian  origin,'  it  is  most  improb- 
able that  the  ohnrch  at  large  would  have  borrowed  aoy  feast  from 
the  Gnostics.  We  may  rather,  with  Neander,'  suppose  it  to  have 
originated  with  the  churches  in  Palestine  or  Syria.  If  so,  the  se- 
lection of  the  6th  January  may  rest  upon  some  good  basis.  There 
can  bo  no  question  that  the  baptism,  the  secvnda  nathitaa,  was 
commemorated  before  the  nativity  itsel£  Beyond  the  simple  fact 
that  the  Epiphany  was  put  on  this  day,  we  have  no  knowledge. 
Sepp,  (1.  348,)  though  in  general  a  defender  of  tradition,  here  re- 
jects it,  and  Jarvis,  (467,)  at  the  close  of  his  investigations  into  the 

>  Sea  Missale  Bomanuni,    In  Epiphania  Domini. 

>  See  Dorner,  Cbristologie,  1.  23i  '  Guerickc,  ArchSologie,  SOL 
•  See  Wieseler,  136.  '  Ch,  Hist,  1.  S02. 
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matter,  simply  says  tliat,  as  there  is  no  testimony  against  it,  there 
is  no  impropriety  in  considering  the  6th  Jannary  as  the  trna  date.' 

Bnt  there  is  an  objection  to  the  month  of  Janaary  drawn  from 
the  climate  of  Palestine  Uiat  deserves  to  ho  considered.  It  is  said 
that  sacli  multitudes  could  not  have  gathered  to  John  in  the  mid- 
winter, nor  oonld  the  rite  of  baptism  then  have  been  performed  in 
the  cold  and  swollen  Jordan,"  We  must  then  examine  more  closely 
the  climatic  pecaliai'ities  of  Jadea. 

la  the  inquiry  into  the  date  of  the  Lord's  birth,  we  have  al- 
ready had  occasion  to  speak  of  the  general  character  of  the  sea- 
sons. That  daring  the  winter,  or  raiay  season,  after  heavy  rains 
the  travelling  is  difBcult  and  fatiguing,  all  travellers  testify.'  Bnt 
the  rains  are  not  constant.  Beginning  in  October  or  November 
they  fall  gradually  and  at  intervals,  but  become  more  copious  and 
frequent  in  December,  January,  and  February,  and  continue  into 
March  and  April.  It  ia  stated  by  Barclay,  that  nine-tenths  of  all 
the  rain  falls  in  December,  Janaary,  February,  and  March.  In 
Jannary,  there  are  gashes  of  rain  and  sometimes  snow,  but  in  the 
southern  parts  of  the  land  the  sky  clears  up  and  there  arc  often  fine 
days.'  The  rain  comes  mostly  out  of  the  west,  or  westruorth- 
west,  and  continues  irom  two  to  six  days  in  succession,  but  falls 
chiefly  at  nigiit.  Then  the  wind  turns  to  the  east,  and  several  dava 
of  fine  weather  follow.  The  whole  period  from  October  to  March 
is  one  continuous  rainy  season,  during  which  the  roada  become 
muddy,  slippery,  and  full  of  holes ;  bnt  when  the  rain  ceases,  the 
mud  quickly  dries  up,  and  the  roada  become  hard,'  though  never 
smooth. 

If,  as  we  have  supposed,  John  began  to  preach  in  the  summer, 
perhaps  in  July,  there  is  nothing  in  these  statements  to  lead  us  to 
suppose  that  he  aaspended  his  labors  when  the  rainy  season  bfr- 
gan.  During  the  intervals  of  clear  weather,  at  least,  the  people 
continued  to  gather  to  him.  Besides,  we  cannot  tell  what  was  the 
character  of  this  partionlai-  season.   According  to  Thomson,  (1. 129,) 

•  So  BBOhOTiFriedlieb,  Browne.  "About  the  Inat  half  of  Janunry,"  Gres- 
well,  In  December  or  Jannarj.Lichtenstain.  "In  Tisri,  about  the  feast  of 
Tabernacles,"  Lightfoot.  In  NoTember,  Usher.  In  Spring,  Clinton.  Tha 
7th  of  October,  Sepp.    Bogianing  of  December,  Patntius. 
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the  climnte  is  "  extremely  variable  and  uncertain.  I  have  seen  the 
raias  begin  eai-lj  in  November  and  end  in  Febi-nary,  but  they  are 
sometimes  delayed  until  Jannary  and  prolonged  into  May."  We 
cannot,  in  a  climate  so  changeable,  undertake  to  say  ttat  John 
might  not  without  any  serious  obstruction  continue  to  preach  and 
baptize  throughout  the  whole  rainy  season.  Greswell  (1.  373)  finds 
it  specially  fitting  that  he  should  commence  his  ministry  at  a  time 
when  water  was  so  abundant,  and  affirms  that  "  in  Judea  the  win- 
ter season  would  be  no  impediment  to  the  reception  ot  baptism." 
So  far  aa  regards  the  valley  of  the  Jordan,  he  is  in  this  justified  hy 
the  statements  of  travellers,  Thb  vallej  lies  so  low  that  the  cold 
of  winter  can  scarce  be  said  to  be  felt  there  at  all.  Especially  is 
this  true  of  the  Jower  part  of  it,  where  John  baptized.  Lying 
twelve  or  thirteen  hundred  feet  below  the  level  of  the  Mediter- 
ranean Sea,  it  has  a  trojiical  climate,  Josephus,"  speaking  of  the 
plain  of  Jericho,  says :  "  So  mild  is  the  climate,  that  the  inhabi- 
tants are  dressed  in  linen  when  the  other  parts  of  Judea  are  cov- 
ered with  snow."  Eohinaon  also,  (1.  633,)  writing  in  May,  speaks 
in  like  terms :  "  The  climate  of  Jericho  is  excessively  hot.  In 
traversing  the  short  distance  of  five  or  six  hours  between  Jerusa- 
lem and  Jericho,  the  traveller  passes  from  a  pure  and  temperate 
atmosphere  into  the  snltry  heat  of  an  Egyptian  climate."  Porter 
describes  the  air  as  being  "  liice  the  blast  of  a  furnace." 

It  appears,  then,  that  the  mere  chilliness  of  the  water  of  the 
Jordan  running  through  this  deep  hot  valley,  where  snow  or  ice 
is  never  found,  cannot  be  so  great  as  to  prevent  baptism  even  in 
midwinter,  oscept  perhaps  in  some  very  rare  instances.  Ifor  is 
this  river  usually  at  its  highest  stage  till  April  or  May.  As  it  was 
in  Joshua's  time  so  is  it  now.  "  Jordan  overfloweth  all  his  hanks 
all  the  time  of  harvest,"  (Josh,  iii.  15,)  or,  as  explained  by  Bobin- 
BOn,  was  full  up  to  all  its  banks,  "ran  with  full  hanks,  or  brim- 
ful!." "  Then,  as  now,  the  harvest  occurred  during  April  and  early 
in  May,  the  barley  preceding  the  wheat  harvest  by  two  or  three 
weeks.  Tlien,  as  now,  there  was  a  slight  annua!  rise  of  tho  river, 
which  caused  it  to  flow  at  this  season  with  fall  banks,  and  some- 
times to  spread  its  waters  even  over  tho  immediate  banks  of  its 
channel  where  they  are  lowest,  so  as  in  some  places  to  fill  the 
low  tract  covered  with  trees  and  vegetation  along  its  sides." ' 
•  War.  i.  3.  3.  '  BobiDson,  1.  540. 
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Tliomson  (2.  453)  speaks  to  the  same  effect,  and  eiplaina  why  tlio 
overflow  of  this  river  should  be  bo  late  in  the  season  as  Marcli  or 
April  after  the  rains  are  all  over.  This  explanation  he  finds  in  the 
fact  that  its  waters  come  fi'om  great  permanent  springs  lyiug  on  the 
southern  declivities  of  Hermon,  and  which  are  not  at  all  affected 
by  the  early  winter  rains.  "  It  requires  the  heavy  and  long-con- 
tinued storms  of  midwinter  hcfore  they  are  moved  in  the  least ; 
and  it  is  not  till  toward  the  close  of  winter  that  the  melting  snows 
of  Hermon  and  Lebanon,  with  the  heavy  rains  of  the  season,  have 
penetrated  through  the  mighty  masses  of  these  mountains,  and 
filled  to  overflowing  their  hidden  chambers  and  vast  reservoirs, 
that  the  streams  gusli  forth  in.  their  full  volume.  The  Huleh, 
marsh  and  lake,  is  filled,  and  then  Gennesaret  rises  and  pours  its 
accumulated  waters  into  the  swelling  Jordan  about  the  first  of 
March." 

That  there  should  be  occasional  floods  in  this  river  after  long- 
oontinned  rains,  before  the  time  of  harvest,  and  during  the  r£uuy 
Beaaon,  is  to  be  expected,  and  will  serve  to  esplain  the  statements 
of  those  travellers  who  found  it  swollen  during  the  autumn  and 
eai'ly  winter.  Thus  Seetzen  '  states,  that  In  consequence  of  a  storm 
accompanied  wilh  high  cold  winds,  he  was  compelled  to  remain 
from  the  8th  to  the  14th  January  on  the  bank  before  he  was  able  to 
cross.  Sepp,  (1 ,  340,)  who  bathed  in  it  on  the  6  th  January,  1846,  found 
the  current  swift  and  the  water  cold.  But  such  occasional  floods 
do  not  aftect  the  general  rule,  that  during  Ihe  winter  the  water  re- 
mains at  its  ordinary  level,  and  begins  to  rise  toward  March,  and 
is  highest  at  the  time  of  harvest.  "  All  rivers  that  are  fed  by 
melting  snows  are  fuller  between  March  and  September,  than  be- 
tween September  and  March,  but  the  exact  time  of  their  increase 
varies  with  the  time  when  the  snows  melt."  * 

From  what  has  been  said,  it  follows  that  so  far  as  the  climate 
is  concerned,  and  the  overflowing  of  the  Jordan,  no  reason  exists 
why  John  may  not  have  been  baptizing  in  midwinter.  That  bap- 
tisms at  this  season  of  the  year  actually  took  place  in  later  times, 
wo  learn  from  the  testimony  of  Felix  Fabri.'  Ho  says  that  the 
cloisters  of  St.  John  on  the  banks  of  the  river  at  the  time  of  the 
Abbot  Zozima  were  inhabited  by  many  monks,  who  about  the 
S.  517. 
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time  of  Epiphany— the  Ctii  January — kept  high  festiTfll  tliero. 
The  Abbot  of  Bethlehem,  the  Patriareh  of  Jerusalem,  witi  many 
monks  and  clergy,  walked  down  to  the  river  in  solemn  procession, 
and  after  a  cross  had  heen  dipped  in  the  waters,  all  the  sick 
throngh  their  baptism  were  healed,  and  many  miracles  wrought 
in  behalf  of  the  pious.  So  in  the  time  of  Antouinns  Martyr  arid 
Willibaldus,  "  tho  annual  throng  of  pilgrims  to  bathe  in  the  Jordan 
took  place  at  the  Epiphany."  '  It  is  therefore  perfectly  credible 
that  John  may  have  baptized  many,  and  with  others  the  Lord,  in 
the  month  of  January, 

Wo  may  now  sum  up  the  results  of  our  inquiry.  The  5rst 
PaasoYCr  after  the  Lord's  baptism  was  that  of  780,  and  fell  npon 
tho  9th  April.  The  baptism  preceded  this  Passover  some  two  or 
three  months,  and  so  probably  fell  in  the  month  of  January  of  that 
year,  John's  ministry  hegau  soon  after  he  was  thirty  years  of 
age,  or  abont  July,  779.  Allowing  that  his  labors  had  continued 
six  months  before  tho  Lord  was  baptized,  we  reach  in  this  way 
also  the  month  of  January,  780.  Tradition  has  selected  the  6th 
of  this  month  as  the  day  of  the  baptism,  but  we  have  no  positive 
proof  that  the  tradition  is  well,  or  ill-founded.  The  climatic  pe- 
euliarities  of  tho  country  offer  no  valid  objections  to  this  date. 
Although  there  is  good  reason  to  believe  that  in  December  or  Jan- 
uary JesuS  was  baptized,  yet  the  day  of  the  mouth  is  very  un- 
certain. 

DATE  OF  THE   LORD'S  DEATH. 

This  point  is  so  closely  connected  with  the  lengtli  of  Eis  min- 
istry, that  we  shall  consider  tho  two  together.  And  we  first  in- 
quire what  data  do  the  Evangelists  give  to  determine  how  long 
the  interval  from  Eis  baptism  to  His  death !  It  has  already  been 
shown  that  abont  three  months  intervened  between  His  baptism 
and  the  Passover  following.  This  was  probably  the  Passover  of 
780,  and  the  first  during  His  ministry,  (John  ii.  13.)  Another 
Passover  is  mentioned,  (John  vi.  4,)  and  still  another,  (xi.  65.)  It 
is  universally  admitted  that  the  latter  was  the  last  Passover.  If 
there  be  none  other  than  these  named  by  John,  His  ministry  was 

1  Bobinson,  1.  546.    Early  Travels,  17. 
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ot  two  years'  and  two  or  three  months'  duration.  But  John  speaks 
of  a  feast  (v.  1)  which  he  does  not  name,  and  which  many  regard 
as  a  Passover.  If  bo,  there  would  he  four  Passovers,  and  eonse- 
quently  His  ministry  embrace  a  little  more  than  three  years. 
We  have  then  to  determine  wiiat  feast  is  meant  hy  John  (v,  1.) 
This  will  hereafter  be  fnlly  disoiiased.  We  shall  here  assume  that 
it  is  a  Passover.  We  thus  reaoh  the  result  that  tlie  Lord's  min- 
istry, computing  from  His  haptism,  embraced  three  years  and 
about  three  months,  and  that  the  Passover  on  which  ho  died  was 
that  of  783. 

The  day  on  which  the  Lord  died  was  Friday,  as  plainly  appears 
from  the  Evangelists.  Joseph  went  to  Pilate  to  obtain  the  body 
of  Jesus  "  when  the  even  was  come,  because  it  was  the  Prepara- 
tion, that  is,  the  day  before  the  Sabbath,"  (Mark  xy.  42.)  "And 
that  day  was  the  Preparation,  and  the  Sabbath  drew  on,"  (Luke 
sxiii.  54.)  "  The  Jews,  therefore,  because  it  was  the  Preparation, 
that  the  bodies  should  not  remain  upon  the  cross  on  the  Sabbath 
day,"  (John  xix.  31,)  &o.  That  this  Sabbath  was  the  regular 
■weekly  Sabbath,  appears  from  Matt,  sxviii,  1 ;  Mark  svi.  1 ;  Luke 
isiii.  56,  Jesus  was  crucified  on  Friday,  and  buried  the  same  day ; 
was  jn^the  grave  over  the  Sabbath,  and  rose  on  the  morning  of  the 
first  dayof  the  week. 

If  thus  the  Lord  died  on  Friday,  as  is  almtKt  universally  ad- 
mitted, what  day  of  the  month  was  this  ?  Here  we  meet  the  much 
disputed  point  whether  He  was  crucified  on  the  14th  or  15th  Nisan. 
This  will  be  fully  considered  in  its  place,  and  we  assume  here  that 
it  was  the  15th.  We  have  then  to  determine  upon  what  year  fol- 
lowing 780,  the  15th  Nisan  fell  on  a  Friday.  According  to  Wieseler 
(389)  this  was  the  c^e  only  once  from  782-786.  In  788  the  15ih 
was  upon  Friday,  To  those  who  make  the  crucifixion  to  have  been 
on  the  15th  Nisan,  the  year  78S  is  therefore  the  year  of  His  death. 
Others,  who  place  the  crucifixion  on  the  14th  Nisan,  find  that  in 
786  this  day  was  a  Friday,"  others  slill  in  182.'  It  is  admitted 
that  too  many  douljtful  elements  enter  these  calculations  to  make 
them  perfectly  trustworthy.' 

Some  have  thouglit  te  find  a  chronological  datum  in  the  fact 
of  the  darkening  of  the  sun  at  the  time  of  the  Lord's  crncifision. 

1  So  Ewald,  5. 138.  '  So  Browne,  61.  '  Winer,  1.  662. 
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As  this  was  upon  the  Uth  or  15th  of  Nisan,  and  SO  at  the  time  of 
a  full  moon,  it  could  not  have  been  an  eclipse.  But  as  meation  is 
made  of  an  eclipse  which  occurred  near  this  time,  some  of  the 
fathers,  and  some  moderns  have  sought  to  establish,  a  connection 
between  the  two  events.  Phlegon,  of  Tralles,  who  died  about  155 
A.  D.,  and  who  wrote  some  historical  works,  of  which  only  a  few 
fragments  remain,  relates  that,  in  tlie  fourth  year  of  the  203 
Olympiad,  or  from  July  785  to  T8G,  a  great  eclipse  of  the  sun  took 
place,  greater  than  any  that  liad  ever  been  known,  so  that  ut  the 
sixth  hour  it  was  very  diit  and  the  sfara  appeared.  There  wis 
also  a  great  earthquake  m  Bithynia,  and  a  great  pirt  of  Niee  was 
destroyed,'  This  statement  presents  fceverol  apparent  pomto  of 
resemblance  to  those  ot  the  Ei  angelists,  but  a  brief  examination 
shows  that  it  cannot  refer  to  the  darkness  at  the  cruoifision. 
Phlegon  speaks  of  an  eclipse,  had  he  meant  an  oxtraordiuary  or 
supernatural  darkness,  he  could  scarcely  have  failed  distinctly  to 
mention  it.  The  time  also  of  this  eclipse  is  uncertain,  for  some  of 
those  who  have  reported  his  statement  refer  it  to  the  fourth,  and 
some  to  the  second  year  of  the  203  Olympiad,  or  to  the  fourth 
year  of  the  201."  But  the  astronomer  Wurm  has  computed  that 
only  one  eclipse  took  place  ia  this  Olympiad,  and  tliat  in  Novem- 
ber 34,  782.°  It  seems,  therefore,  that  Phlegon  has  himself  erred 
in  the  date,  or  that  he  wrote  the  first  year  of  this  Olympiad,  which 
has  been  changed  into  the  fourth.  As  it  is  not  mentioned  at  alt 
by  most  of  the  early  fathers  it  seems  that  they  must  have  regarded 
it  as  an  ordinary  eclipse  and  therefore  withiut  an\  special  rela- 
tion to  the  cruciSsion  '  Most  modems  agree  that  it  is  of  no 
chivjuological  value ' 

Some  have  found  groimd  for  i  chron  logical  inference  as  to 
the  time  of  the  Lords  dcith  m  the  assertion  of  the  Pharisi.es  be- 
fore Pilate,  (John  xviii  31 )  It  is  not  la  vfu!  for  us  to  pat  any  man 
to  death,"  Ligbtfoot  (ou  Matt.  sxvi.  3)  gives,  as  a  correct  tradi- 
tion of  the  Talmudists,  "Forty  years  before  the  Temple  was  de- 


1  For  some  little  differcaces  in  the  versions,  see  Jarvis,  420. 
'  See  Ammer,  41 ;  ■Wieaoior,  387. 

=  Winer,  3.  433.  •  See  Jarvis,  427. 

'  Winer,  Lioiit«n8tELii,  Meyer,  Jarvis,  Greswell.    Sepp  would  prove  from 
it  Uiat  the  cnjcifixion  was  in  TS2 ;  Ammer,  tliat  it  was  in  766. 
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strojeLl,judgmeati  in.  capital  causes,  was  taken  awayfrom  Israel."' 
It  is  generally  agreed  that  the  Temple  was  destroyed  in  Aagust, 
823.  Computing  backward  forty  years,  we  roach  783,  as  the  year 
■when  the  Jews  lost  the  power  of  inflicting  capital  punishments. 
Hence  it  follows,  that  if  Christ  Lad  heen  tried  by  them  before  tbe 
year  783,  they  would  have  had  the  power  of  punishing  nim  with 
(leath,  according  to  their  owa  laws.  His  crucifixion,  therefore, 
could  not  have  been  earlier  than  this  year. 

As  we  hare  no  knowledge  how  this  Judgment  in  capital  casoa 
was  lost  to  the  Jews,  whether  by  the  act  of  the  Eomans,  or,  as 
laghtfoot  supposes,  by  their  own  remissness,  we  cannot  teE  how 
strictly  the  "  forty  years  "  is  to  he  taken.  They  may  be  used  in- 
deSniteiy,  forty  being  here,  as  often,  a  round  number.  Little  stress 
in  this  nncertainty  can  he  laid  upon  this  result. 

Some  find  in  the  parable  of  the  barren  fig-tree,  (Luke  siii.  G-9,) 
an  allusion  to  the  length  of  the  Lord's  ministry — ■'  Behold,  these 
three  years  I  come  seeking  finit  on  this  fig-tree,  and  find  none."  ' 
It  certainly  cannot  be  without  meaning  that  three  yeara  are  men- 
iioned.  This  is  ascribed  by  some  to  the  fact  that  so  many  years 
must  pass  after  planting  before  the  tree  can  bear  fruit,'  But  the 
language  shows  that  fruit  is  sought,  not  after,  but  during  the  three 
yeai's.  Some  refer  it  to  the  whofe  period  of  grace  before  Christ.' 
But  why  designate  it  as  throe  years?  Perhaps  some  three  epochs 
in  Jewish  history  may  be  meant,  although  it  is  not  clear  what  they 
are.  It  is  not,  however,  improbable  that  Christ's  ministry  is  re- 
ferred to.  If  we  suppose  it  to  have  been  spoken  late  in  783,  His 
ministry  beginning  in  780,  this  was  the  third  year,  and  He  was  not 
crucified  till  783.  But  it  cannot  he  said  that  the  tree  was  actu- 
ally cut  down  after  the  expiration  of  the  one  year  of  grace.  As  a 
chronological  datum,  the  mention  of  the  three  years  has  little  value.' 

From  early  times,  many  have  found  a  prophetic  announcement 
of  the  length  of  the  Lord's  ministry  In  the  words  of  Daniel  is.  37, 
— "  And  He  shall  confirm  the  covenant  with  many  for  one  week,  and 
in  the  midst  of  the  week  He  shall  cause  the  sacrifice  and  the  obla- 
tion to  cease."  Of  the  fathers,  Browne  says,  (77,)  "  Others,  com- 
paratively late  writers,  were  led  by  their  interpretation  of  Daniel's 

■  See  alao  Friedlieb,  Arcbaologie.  S2. 

'  SoBengel,  Heagsienberg,  Wieseler,  Alford.        '  So  Mooinfield. 

*  So  GroliuB,  McEnighi.  '  So  Meyer,  Trench. 
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prophecy  to  assign  a  term  of  three  and  a  half  years."  This  inter- 
pretation has  al!  along  to  the  present  day  had  ailTocatos.  Thus 
Lightfoot,  (3.  39,)  "  He  had  now  three  years  and  a  half  to  live,  and 
to  be  0  pnblic  rainistor  of  tlie  Gospel,  as  the  Angel  Gabriel  had  told 
that  in  half  of  the  last  seven  of  the  years  then  named  He  should 
coniirm  the  covenant."  Barnes  (in  loco)  says  ;  "  The  meaning  of 
the  passage  is  fully  met  by  the  supposition  that  it  refers  to  the 
Lord  Jesus  and  His.  work,  and  that  the  exact  thing  that  was  ui- 
tenJed  by  the  prophecy  was  His  death.  "Whatever  difficulties 
there  may  bo  abont  the  precise  time  of  oar  Lord's  raiaistiy,  it  is 
agreed  on  all  hands  that  it  lasted  about  three  years  and  a  half, 
the  time  referred  to  here,"  It  seems  also  to  have  been  commonly 
believed  by  the  ancients  that  the  last  week  of  the  seventy  indndes 
the  prtcdicaiio  Domini  to  the  Jews  for  three  and  a  half  yeara 
before,  and  the  same  length  of  time  after  the  Pasaion." '  Gros- 
well  (4.  406)  maintains  the  same  interpretation,  Vitringa,  with 
whom  Hengstenbei^  agree?,'  says  ;  "  His  death  was  undoubtedly 
to  happen  in  the  middle  of  the  last  hebdomad,  after  the  seven  and 
sixty-two  years  had  already  come  to  an  end," ' 

Without  denying  that  the  prophecy  has  refei-enee  to  the  Mes- 
siah, it  is  questionable  whether  it  is  to  be  so  pressed  as  to  furnish 
B,  proof  that  the  Lord's  publio  work  continued  just  three  and  a 
hilf  years.  The  number  of  interpretations  that  have  been  pro- 
posed is  very  great,  nnd  there  is  far  from  being  even  now  unanim- 
ity of  opinion.  Thus  Lightfoot  makes  the  Lord's  own  ministry 
to  have  been  three  and  a  half  years.  Greswoll  adds  to  three  years 
of  the  Lord's  ministry  half  a  year  of  the  Baptist ;  Browne  to  one 
year  of  the  Lord's  ministry  two  and  a  half  years  of  the  Baptist.' 
■ffe  cannot,  under  these  circumstances,  attach  much  chronological 
importance  to  it. — Ohseurumnon  prohat-af  per  ohsouri-ua. 

Computations  as  to  the  year  when  the  seventy  weeks  ended,  as 
hearing  on  the  time  of  the  Lord's  death,  can  be  but  little  relied  on, 
and  need  not  be  considered  here. 

Into  the  mazes  of  patristic  chronology  we  are  not  called  to 
enter,  nor  could  we  thus  attain  any  important  reBults.'  Still  a 
brief  survey  of  early  opinions  will  not  be  without  its  value.    We 

'  Browae,  383.  '  Christology,  3. 1B3. 

'  Sec  Sepp,  1,  234,  *  See  Animer,  116. 

'  See  the  very  full  investigntiona  of  Patritius,  iii.,  Diss.  lii. 
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find  three  distinct  tiows  prevalent.  First.  That  which  makes  the 
Lord's  ministry  to  have  continued  but  one  year,  and  the  whole 
length  of  His  life  to  hare  been  about  tliirty  years.  This  view  first 
comes  to  our  notice  among  the  Valentinians,  a  heretical  sect,  who 
said  that  there  were  thirty  jEons  eorrresponding  to  the  thirty 
years  of  His  life  before  His  ministry,  and  that  He  died  the  twelfth 
month  after  His  baptism.  Among  the  orthodox,  Clemens,  of  Alex- 
andria, (t  220,)  is  the  earliest  defender  of  this  view,  and  gave  it 
wide  cnrroncj.  Among  those  who  adopted  it  id  snhstance  were 
Tertnllian,  Origen,  Lactantins,  and  perhaps  Anguetine,  althongh 
the  former  is  by  no  moans  consistent  in  his  statements,  Origen  is 
confused,  and  Augustine  douiitfid.  It  is  placed  mainly  upon  Scrip- 
tural grounds,  much  stress  being  laid  upon  Isiuah  Ixi,  3,  quoted  by 
the  Loril,  (Luke  iv.  19,)  and  by  some  upon  Ex.  sii.  6. 

Second.  That  which  makes  His  age  at  His  death  to  have  been 
between  forty  and  fifty.  Of  this,  Irenieus  (t  202)  appears  as  the 
iirst  defender,  although  it  appears  from  Augustine  tliat  there  were 
others  later  that  held  it.  In  proof,  two  passages  in  John's  Gospel 
were  cited,  (viii.  67  and  ii.  20.)  From  the  former  it  was  inferred 
that  He  was  moi-e  tbaa  forty,  and  from  the  latter  that  He  was  just 
forty-six,  as  tlie  temple  of  His  body  had  been  so  long  in  building, 
Irentoaa,  arguing  against  the  Valentinians,  shows  from  the  men- 
tion of  three  Passovers  by  this  Evangelist,  tliat  the  Lord's  ministry 
was  more  than  a  year,  but  how  long  he  does  not  determine. 

Third,  Tliafc  which  makes  His  ministry  to  have  continued  from 
two  to  four  years,  and  His  whole  life  froiti  thirty-two  to  thirty- 
four  years.  Of  this  view  Eusebius,  Epiphanius,  and  Jororao  were 
the  earliest  representatives. 

If  we  now  ask  after  the  data  upon  which  the  early  fathers 
based  their  opinions,  we  find  the  following  the  most  important. 
Till  the  time  of  Tertullian  (t  343)  there  is  mentioned  no  datum  for 
determining  the  length  of  His  ministry  other  than  is  given  by  the 
Evangelists,  If,  as  is  afErraed  by  some,  the  church  at  Jerusalem 
had  preserved  the  knowledge  of  the  year  by  tradition,  there  is  no 
proof  of  the  fact.  Tertullian  is  the  first,  so  far  as  we  know,  who 
connects  the  oruciflxion  with  the  consulship  of  the  two  Gemini. 
"He  suffered  under  Tiberius  Cassar,  E.  Geminus,  and  P.  Ge- 
minus,  being  consuls,  on  the  eiglith  day  before  the  calends  of 
April,"  (25th  March.)    In  this  statement  Tertullian  was  followed 
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by  Lactantius,  Augustine,  and  others,  espeoiallj  of  fho  Latin  fa- 
thers.' Whence  had  Tertnllian  this  information  S  This  is  not  ap- 
parent. Some  suppose  that  Pilate  having  sent  to  Rome  an  account 
of  the  Lord's  cnioifiiion,  which  was  placed  ia  the  archives,  Ter- 
tuUiaa  thus  learned  its  date.  But  on  whatsoever  hasis  it  rested, 
this  statement  soon  obtained  genei'al  eurroDcy,  and  was  almost 
univcrBally  received.  If  we  assume  its  truth  we  must  consider  to 
what  results  it  leads  us. 

The  Gemini  were  consuls  during  the  year  beginning  January, 
T83.  Thus  this  consular  year  was  contemporaneous  with  about 
eight  months  of  the  fifteenth  year  of  Tiberius,  and  four  months  of 
the  sixtecntb  year.  The  fifteenth  year  of  Tiberius,  if  reckoned, 
as  it  seems  to  have  been,  from  the  death  of  Augustus,  extended 
from  August  19,  781,  to  August  19,  783,  and  tlie  sixteenth  to 
August  19,  788.  But  the  crucifixion  was,  according  to  Tertul- 
lieu,  in  March,  783,  and  was  not,  thei-efore,  during  their  consular 
year,  which  ended  with  Deceraher,  783,  Still,  as  only  about 
three  months  elapsed  from  the  end  of  their  consulship,  it  might 
readily  bo  connected  with  their  names.  It  is  also  to  be  remem- 
bered that  there  was  a  threefold  mode  of  reckoning  the  Roman 
year — the  political,  the  civil,  the  historical.'  The  first  was  accord- 
ing to  consulships,  and  from  January  to  January ;  the  second,  from 
March  to  March ;  the  third,  dating  from  the  time  of  founding  the 
city,  and  from  21st  April  to  21st  April.  It  is,  therefore,  possible 
that  we  may  expla'  th  d'  crepane'es  respecUn'  the  time  of  the 
crucifixion  in  the  f  11        g  m  Th    j         t  th  1  h  p 

of  the  Gemini,  783         k       d  f    m  Jan      y  ti    T  y  t 

wholly  identical  wh78      fEm        Ihw  k      dfm 

April  SI  to  April    1    b  t  h       b    t     ght  m    ti  mm 

with  it.    We  have  tl      tl  11  be       g       th   sam  t 

tlie  crucifixion,  yet  dff  tly  mp  t  d  fi  t  t?  fiftee  th  f 
Tiberius  from  August,  781,  to  August^  782 ;  second,  the  consular 
year  of  the  Gemini  from  January,  783,  to  January,  783  ;  third,  the 
year  782  of  Eomc  from  31st  April,  782,  to  21st  April,  783.  It  ia 
apparent  how  confusion  may  have  arisen  from  neglect  to  mark 
accurately  the  dates  as  connected  with  these  several  modes  of 
computation." 

1  Sep  fall  ci 
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That  the  Lord  did  not  suffer  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  Tiberius, 
is  plain  from  St.  Luko  himself,  as  in  this  case  John's  ministry  and 
that  of  the  Lord  must  Loth  have  been  embraced  in  the  brief  period 
of  twelve  months.  If,  however.  His  death  be  placed  in  the  sis- 
teenth  yeai"  of  Tiberius,  the  Baptist  may  have  begun  his  labors  in 
August,  181,  the  I^rd  have  been  baptized  in  January,  782,  and 
suffered  in  April,  783,  thus  maliing  His  ministry  to  have  continued 
one  year  and  some  months,  but  in  this  case  He  did  not  suffer  in 
the  consulate  of  the  two  Gemini.  Greswell  remarks,  (1.  439,)  "  I 
am  persuaded,  that  during  the  first  two  centuries,  no  Christian 
doubted  of  the  fact  that  our  Lord  snffered  in  the  fifteenth  or  six- 
teenth year  of  Tiberius." 

That  no  value  is  to  be  ascribed  to  the  tradition  of  the  Lord's 
death  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  Tiberius,  is  apparent  from  the  fact, 
that  it  plainly  contradicts  the  statements  of  John,  who  mentions 
three  Passovers;  and  it  Umita  His  ministry  to  a  year  and  some 
months.  Nor  is  it  possible  that  Ho  died  daring  the  consular  year 
of  the  Gemini,  for  then  His  crncifixion  was  in  the  early  part  of 
that  year  or  the  spring  of  782,  which  presents  the  same  difiiculty. 
Nor  can  this  have  taken  place  on  the  26th  March  of  that  year.  He 
was  crucified  on  the  14th  or  15th  Nisar,  but  these  days  in  782  fell 
on  the  18th  and  17th  of  April.'  The  designation  of  the  day  and 
month  is  necessarily  wrong,  and  this  invalidates  the  accuracy  of 
the  whole  tradition.  Besides,  this  tradition  was  by  no  means  uni- 
versal or  unquestioned.  The  early  fathers  were  not  wholly  un- 
aware of  these  difficulties,  and  several  of  them  state  that  they  had 
not  the  data  for  a  conclusive  judgment,  Irenieus  says:  "Wo 
cannot  be  ignorant  how  greatly  all  the  fathers  differ  among  them- 
selves, as  well  concerning  the  year  of  the  Passion  as  the  day," 
Again :  "  Concerning  the  time  of  the  Passion,  the  diversities  of 
opinion  are  Infinite."  Augustine  says,  that  escept  the  fact  that 
He  was  about  tffirty  at  Hia  baptism,  all  else  was  obscure  and  un- 
ceitain.  Tertullian  is  inconsistent  with  himself,  and  now  makes 
His  ministry  to  have  continued  one  year,  and  now  three;  now 
puts  His  baptism  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  Tiberius,  and  now  in  the 
twelfth.  In  regard  to  Tertnllian,  the  bishop  of  Lincoln,  in  his 
accoaut  of  his  writings,'  observes :  "  The  correct  inference  appears 

■  Idder,  S,  *S2.  >  London,  1S45,  p.  1*7. 
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to  be  that  Tertnlliau  believed  that  our  Saviour's  minisfrj-  continued 
for  tlirce  years,  bnt  mistook  tlie  jear  in  which  He  was  revealed  for 
the  year  in  which  He  saffered."  Some  began  early  to  put  His  death 
in  the  sixteenth,  others  in  the  seventeenth  or  eighteenth,  and  finally 
in  the  nineteenth  of  Tiberius.  This  tradition,  so  indefinite,  and  nev- 
er finding  general  reception,  has  now  no  claim  lapon  our  attention. 

Fi'om  this  survey  of  the  several  data  respecting  the  time  of  the 
Lord's  death,  we  conclude  that  none  lead  us  to  po^tive  results. 
If  it  were  certain  that  the  I'riday  on  which  He  was  crucified,  was 
the  15th  Nisan,  there  would  be  strong  probability,  if  not  absolute 
certainty,  that  the  year  was  that  of  783.  If,  however,  it  was  the 
14th  Nisan,  as  many  afSrra,  this  datum  fmls  us,  and  we  have  to 
choose  between  the  years  783  and  78G,  The  computation  of  the 
length  of  His  ministry,  from  the  number  of  Passovers,  has  an  ele- 
ment of  uncertainty  which  forbids  a  definite  judgment;  and  the 
computations  based  upon  the  darkening  of  the  sun  at  His  crucifix- 
ion, upon  the  loss  of  power  to  inflict  capital  punishments  by  the 
Jews,  upon  the  parable  of  the  barren  fig-tree,  upon  the  prophetic 
half- week  of  Daniel,  and  upon  tradition,  are  all  inconclusive. 

We  add  a  brief  survey  of  opinions  respecting  the  dui-ation  of 
the  Lord's  public  life.  The  first  is  that  which  limits  His  ministry 
to  a  single  year,  or  a  year  and  some  months.  As  has  been  said, 
this  was  a  very  early  opinion  in  the  church,  many  of  the  fathers 
finding  in  it  a  fulfilment  of  Isaiah  Ixi,  3,  where  mention  is  made 
of  "  the  acceptable  year  of  the  Lord."  '  This  early  opinion  has 
been  recently  defended  by  Browne  in  his  Ordo  Sieoulwam  (p.  62.) 
He  thus  meets  the  difficulties  arising  from  the  mention  of  three 
Passovers  by  St,  John.  That  mentioned  in  John  vi.  4,  is  not  rightly 
found  there,  since  it  is  not  mentioned  by  some  of  the  early  fathers, 
who,  in  thojr  notices  of  this  subject,  must  have  alluded  to  if,  had 
it  been  in  the  text  of  the  first  two  centuries.  The  feast  (John  vi.  1) 
w(B  not  P-asaover  but  Pentecost.  Thus  but  two  Passovers  remdn, 
and  the  following  order  is  obtained ;  1,  Passover,  John  ii.  13 ; 
3.  Pentecost,  v,  1 ;  8.  Tabernacles,  vi.  i  and  vii.  3 ;  4.  Dedication, 
x,  23 ;  5.  Passover  of  the  crucifixion.  Thus  the  whole  ministry 
extends  from,  one  Passover  to  another. 

How  insufficient  are  the  grounds  upon  which  the  rejection  of 
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the  Passover  (JotQ  vi.  4)  rests  is  apparent.  Sor  is  it  possible 
upon  any  grounds,  external  or  interDal,  to  defend  this  order,  which 
thus  crowds  all  the  events  of  the  Lord's  public  life  iuto  a  angle 
year. 

If  some  find  but  two  Passovers  in  the  sacred  liistory,  others 
find  five,  or  even  sis.  MeKnight  supposes  that  the  Lord's  public 
work  may  have  been  prolonged  more  than  five  years  complete.' 
"  Nay,  it  may  have  been  several  years  iongei',  on  the  supposition 
that  there  were  Passovers  in  His  ministry,  of  which  there  is 
neither  direct  mention  made,  nor  any  trace  to  be  found  in  the  his- 
tory."  This  opinioni  has  now  no  advocates,  and  needs  do  discussion. 

Rejecting  the  extremes  on  eitlier  side,  our  choice  must  lie  be- 
tween a  ministry  embracing  three,  and  one  embracing  four  Pass- 
overs. The  former  has  many  advocates,  but  labors  under  many 
difficulties,  which  will  be  pointed  out  is  we  proceed.  On  both 
iuternal  and  external  grounds  we  iro  led  to  choose  the  latter, 
and  to  give  to  His  ministry  a  duiation  of  a  little  more  than  three 
years.  Placing  His  death  m  April  783,  His  pnblic  life,  if  it  be 
dated  from  the  purgation  of  tbe  Temple,  contmued  just  three  years, 
if  from  His  baptism,  throe  years  ind  ibout  three  months,  or  from 
January,  780,  to  April,  788. 

"We  accept,  then,  as  probable  conclusions,  that  the  Lord  was 
born  December,  749 ;  baptized  January,  780 ;  crucified  April,  7, 
783 ;  length  of  ministry,  three  years  and  three  months.  That 
the  2Bth  December  and  6th  January  were  the  days  of  the  nativity 
and  baptism  rests  wholly  upon  tradition. 

For  comparison,  we  add  the  various  dates  of  the  Lord's  death, 
which  have  found  recent  advocates:  781,  Jarvis;  782,  Browne, 
Sepp,  Clinton,  Patritius ;  783,  Wieseler,  Friedlieb,  Greswell,  Tisch- 
endorf,  Buclier,  Ellioott,  Thomson .Eiggenbaeh ;  784,  Hales,  Paulus; 
78fl,  Ebrai'd,  Ammer,  Ewald. 

>  Har.,  Prelimiuary  Oba. 
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FROM  THE  ANNUNCIATION  TO  ZACHARIA8  TO  THE  BAPTISM 
OP  JESUS ;  OK,  FROM  OCT.,  748,  TO  JANUARY,  780.  6 
B.C.— 2t  A.D. 


3-9  Oct.,  748.     6  B.C. 

Near  tho  end  of  the  veign  of  Herod  the  Great,  King  of   Luke  i.  6-22. 
Judea,  an  angel  was  sent  bj  God  to  Zacharma,  an  aged 
prieat  of  the  course  of  Ahla,  nhilat  miniatering  in  the  Holy 
Place,  to  announce  to  iiim  the  birth  of  a  son,  who  should  be 
the  foreranner  of  the  Meaaiah. 

The  chronological  value  of  this  statement  has  been  al- 
ready consicTered  in  the  essay  on  the  date  of  the  Lord's 
birth. 

Some  of  the  fathers  supposed  that  Zacharias  was  the 
high  priest,  and  that  the  services  in  which  he  was  engaged 
were  those  of  the  great  day  of  atonement,  upon  the  10th  of 
Tisri.'  But  there  is  no  ground  for  this.  Zacharias  is  called 
only  a  priest,  not  high-priest,  and  was  a  member  of  one  of 
the  twenty-four  courses,  which  the  high-priest  was  not.  He 
was  also  chosen  by  lot  to  burn  incense  upon  the  golden 
altar  in  the  Holy  Place;  but  the  high-priest's  duties  upon 
this  day,  as  at  other  times,  were  all  prescribed  by  law,  and 
could  not  be  given  him  by  lot.  Besides,  the  latter  must 
■  So  ChrTsostom,  Ambrose]  see  Williams'  Nativ.,  23. 
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reside  at  Jerasalem,  but  tbe  residence  of  Zactarias  was  ii 
some  neighboring  city.' 


Oct.,  748— Maech,  749.    6-5  b.c. 

Returning  after  hia  course  had  completed  its  iBinlstTy,to  Luke  i.  23~25. 
Us  own  bouse  in  the  Mll-countvy  of  Juilah,  liig  nife  Elisa- 
beth conceived  a  son,  and  apeiit  tlie  fire  montiis  following 

The  home  of  Zacfaariaa  was  in  "  the  hill-country,"  or 
monntainoas  region  of  Judah,  (Lulce  i.  39  and  65.)  But  as 
the  name  of  the  city  is  not  mentioned,  several  citiea  have 
contended  for  the  honor  of  John's  birthplace.  Many  have 
supposed  Hebron  to  be  meant,  a  city  very  ancient,  and  very 
conspicuous  in  early  Jewiah  history."  A  Jewish  tradition 
also  ^ves  this  as  John's  bii-thplaee.'  Aside  from  this,  its 
claims  rest  chiefly  upon  the  feet  that  it  was  a  priestly  city; 
and  upon  the  form  of  expression  in  Joshua,  (xx.  1,  xxi. 
11,)  where  it  ia  described  as  being  "in  the  mountain,"  imd 
*'in  the  hill-country  of  Judah." 

Some  have  contended  for  Jutta,  the  Juttah  of  Joshua, 
(xv.  55,}  regarding  Juda  (v.  39)  louSo,  as  an  erroneous 
writing  of  Jutta,  lovSa,  or  loura.  This  view,  first  suggested 
by  Keland,  (870,)  although  wholly  unsupported  by  any  man- 
uscript authority,  has  found  many  advocates.'  The  modern 
Jutta  is  described  by  Robinson,  (IL  206,)  who  saw  it  from 
a  distance,  as  "  having  the  appearance  of  a  large  Moham- 
medan town  on  a  low  eminence,  mth  trees  around."  It 
is  about  five  miles  south  of  Hebron,  and  was  one  of  the 
priestly  cities.  (Josh.  xxi.  16.)  But  granting  the  identity 
of  the  Juttah  of  Joshua  with  the  modem  city,  this  adds 
nothing  to  the  proof  that  it  was  John's  birthplace  ;  and  the 

I  GreBweU,  i.  382;  Patritlas,  iii.  8. 

s  So  Barouiits,  Ligblfoot,  Ewald,  Sepp,  Ton-nscnd. 

>  Winer,  i  586.  Bitter,  Eaumcr,  Robinson,  PatriliuB. 
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fact  that  there  is  no  tradition  of  that  kind  amongst  the  in- 
habitants, nor  any  local  memorials,  seeraa  to  make  strongly 
against  it. 

Those  who  made  Zacharias  to  be  liigh-priost,  and  so 
necessarily  resident  near  the  Temple,  supposed  Jerusalem 
to  be  the  city  meant,  but  this  has  now  no  advocates. 

An  ancient  tradition  designates  a  small  village  about 
four  miles  west  of  Jerusalem,  aa  the  home  of  Zacharias.' 
It  is  now  called  by  the  natives  Ain  Karim,  and  is  thus  de- 
scribed by  Porter  (1.  233) :  "  Ain  Karim  is  a  flourishing  vil- 
lage, situated  on  the  left  bank  of  Wady  Beit  Hanina.  In  the 
midst  of  it,  on  a  kind  of  platform,  stands  the  Franciscan  con- 
vent of  St.  John  in  the  Desert.  The  church  is  large  and 
handsome,  and  includes  the  site  of  the  house  of  Zacharias, 
where  St.  John  Baptist  was  born.  It  is  in  a  kind  of  grotto, 
like  all  the  other  holy  places,  and  is  profusely  ornamented 
with  marble,  bas-reliefs,  and  paintings.  In  the  centre  of  the 
pavement  is  a  slab,  with  the  inscription,  Sic  J^raecursor  So- 
mininatua  est.  About  a  mile  distant  ia  the  place  known  to 
the  Latins  by  the  name  of  the  Visitation.  It  is  situated  on 
the  slope  of  a  hill,  where  Zacharias  had  a  country  house. 
Tradition  says  that  the  Virgin  Mary,  on  her  visit,  first  went 
to  Elisabeth's  village  residence,  but  not  finding  her  there, 
proceeded  to  that  in  the  country,  where  accordingly  took 
place  the  interview  related  in  Luke  i.  39-55.  The  spot  is 
mai'ked  by  the  ruins  of  a  chapel,  said  to  have  been  built 
by  Helena.  About  one  mile  farther  is  the  grotto  of  St.  John, 
containing  a  httle  fountain,  beside  which  the  place  is  shown 
where  he  was  accustomed  to  rest." 

Ain  Karim  has  found  a  recent  supporter  of  its  tradition- 
ary claim  in  Thomson,  (ii.  537,)  who  finds  no  reason  "  why 
the  home  of  the  Baptist  should  he  lost  any  more  than  the 
site  of  Bethlehem,  or  Bethany,  or  Nazareth,  or  Cana," 
Tobler,  however,  traces  these  traditional  claims  of  Ain 
'  Seo  Earlj  Travels,  28T  and  461. 
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Karim  only  to  the  beginning  of  the  16th  century.  Accord- 
ing to  Kaumer,  a  still  older  tradition  designated  Beth 
Zacharias  as  the  place  of  John's  birth.  The  point  ia 
in  itself  of  very  little  importance.  We  need  not  infer,  as 
some  have  done,  (so  Meyer,)  from  the  Evangelist's  silence, 
that  he  was  ignorant  where  Zacharias  lived,  but  only  that 
he  did  not  think  it  important  to  mention  it. 

That  Elisabeth  loft  her  own  house,  and  went  to  some 
obscure  dwelling,  where  she  might  be  hidden  from  all  ob- 
servation for  a  time,  is  not  improbable ;  yet  the  text  is  con- 
sistent with  the  supposition  that,  continuing  at  home,  she 
withdrew  herself  from  the  eyes  of  visitors. 

March— Apbil,  749.     5  b.  o. 

In  the  sisth  month  of  Elisabeth's  conception,  the  Angel  Luke  i.  20-38. 
of  the  Lord  was  sent  to  Nazareth,  a  villiigo  in  Galilee,  to  a 
vii^in  named  Mary,  who  whs  betrothed  to  a  man  named  Mjtt,  i.  20. 
Joseph,  of  the  house  of  David,  to  announce  to  her  that  she 
should  be  the  mother  of  the  Messiah. 

The  most  important  point  that  meets  us  here  is  the  re- 
lation of  Mary  to  the  house  of  David,  Was  she  of  that 
royal  family?  But  before  we  consider  it,  let  us  sum  up 
what  is  known,  either  from  the  Gospels  or  from  tradition, 
of  the  personal  history  of  Joseph  and  of  Mary, 

Joseph  is  distinctly  declared  by  Matthew  to  have  been 
of  the  house  of  David  through  Solomon,  and  his  genealogi- 
cal register,  going  back  to  Abraham,  ia  given.  (Matt.  i. 
1-18.)  In  his  dream  the  angel  addresses  him  as  "the  son 
of  David,"  (v.  20.)  So  by  Luke  (i.  27)  he  is  said  to  be  of 
"  the  house  of  David,"  (also  ii.  4.)  Ho  was  thus  of  royal 
descent,  though  occupying  an  humble  position  in  society. 
His  calling  was  that  of  a  tcktiiii',  or  carpenter,  or,  as  the 
word  may  mean,  any  worker  in  wood.'  He  was  generally 
'  Thilo,  Codei  Apoc,  SG3,  note 


icioy  Google 


THE   MOTUEIl   OF  THE  lOED.  49 

believed  by  the  early  Cimrch  to  have  been  an  old  man  at 
the  time  he  wais  espoused  to  Mary,  and  is  so  represented  in 
the  earliest  paintings  of  the  Holy  Family.'  In  later  pictures 
he  is  represented  as  younger,  and  from  thirty  to  fifty  years 
of  age.  According  to  Epiphanius,  he  was  more  than  eighty ; 
whilst  in  the  Apocryphal  Gospel,  "Historia  Joseph!,"  ho  is 
said  to  have  been  ninety,  and  his  age  at  the  time  of  his  death 
111  years.*  It  is  not  improbable  that  he  may  have  been  con- 
siderably older  than  Mary,  as,  though  alive  twelve  years  after 
Christ's  biith,  (Luke  11.  43,)  his  name  is  not  aftei-ward  men- 
tioned; a  circumstance  most  easily  accounted  for  upon  the 
supposition  that  he  was  dead  before  the  Lord  began  His 
ministry.  Some  have  inferred  from  Luke's  words,  (ii.  51,) 
that  He  was  subject  unto  His  parents,  that  Joseph  lived  till 
He  had  reached  manhood.  Tradition  also  relates  of  him, 
that  lie  was  a  widower,  and  the  father  of  four  sons  and  two 
daughters.  This  point  of  a  prior  marriage  will  be  consid- 
ered when  we  come  to  inquire  who  were  the  Lord's  breth- 

Of  Mary,  the  Grospels  give  us  even  less  information  than 
of  Joseph.  In  Matthew,  her  name  only  is  mentioned,  and 
no  allusion  is  made  to  her  Jamily  or  lineage.  In  Luke,  she 
is  simply  spoken  of  as  a  virgin ;  and  only  incidentally  is  it 
mentioned  that  Elisabeth,  the  wife  of  Zacharias,  was  her 
"cousin,"  or  relative,  miyyeptp,  (i.  36.)  But  the  silence  of 
the  Gospels  is'  amply  compensated  by  the  fulness  of  tradi- 
tion.' We  thus  learn  that  she  was  the  daughter  of  Jo.ichim 
(Ehachim  or  Eli)  and  of  Anna,  her  father  being  of  Naza- 
reth, and  her  mother  of  Bethlehem.  They  seem,  however, 
to  have  resided  at  Jerusalem,  as  the  church  of  St.  Anne 
is  said  to  have  been  built  over  the  grotto  which  was  the 
birthplace  of  the  Virgin.'     Yet  another  tradition  makes 

1  Jamason;  "Legends  of  tho  MadoDQB." 

=  Thilo,  Codes  Apoc,  3G1,  nole ;  Ilofmann,  62. 

'  Hofmano,  6v  *  Bobiason,  i  333. 
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them  to  liave  resided  at  Sef-fiirieh,  a  village  a  few  miles 
north  of  Nazareth."  Macy  fables  are  related  of  the  miracles 
heralding  her  birth,  of  her  education  at  Jerusalem  in  the 
Temple,  of  her  vow  of  perpetual  virginity,  and  of  her  mar- 
riage to  Joseph,"  That  she  was  young  at  the  time  of  her 
marriage,  we  may  infer  from  tbe  fact  that  females  were 
married  in  the  East  at  a  very  early  age,  generally  from 
fourteen  to  seventeen,  and  often  earlier.'  The  Apocryphal 
Gospels  make  her  to  have  been,  some  twelve,  and  some 
fourteen,  when  betrothed  to  Joseph.  The  latter  was  more 
ceived  in  later  times,  though  a  few  theologians 
r  to  have  been  twenty-four  or  twenty-five  when  Je- 
sus was  born,  ut  perfecta  mater  perfectum  JUium  gigneret.* 
No  allusion  is  made  in  any  of  the  Evangelists  to  her  parents, 
or  to  any  brothers,  but  Mary  the  wife  of  Cleophas  is  spoken 
of  as  her  sister,  (John  xis.  25,)  though  this  relationship,  as 
we  shall  hereafter  see,  has  been  called  in  question. 

From  the  statements  of  Luke,  (i.  26 ;  ii.  4,)  we  naturally 
infer  that  both  Joseph  and  Mary  resided  at  Nazareth  at  tbe 
time  of  the  Annunciation.  But  some  have  maintained  (see 
Meyer)  that  this  is  inconsistent  with  the  statements  of 
Matthew,  (ii,  22,  23,)  which  show  that  he  then  dwelt  at 
Bethlehem.  But  there  is  no  real  discrepancy.  None  of  the 
Evangelists  tells  us  where  Joseph  lived  before  he  was 
espoused  to  Mary.  Matthew,  relating  the  circumstancea 
connected  with  the  birth  of  Christ,  (i.  18-25,)  makes  no  al- 
lusion to  the  place  where  they  occurred.  He  does  not 
mention  Nazareth  or  Bethlehem.  Afterward,  in  connec- 
tion with  the  visit  of  the  Magi,  (ii.  1,)  he  speaks  of  Bethle- 
hem as  His  birthplace,  and  mentions  that  Joseph  intended 
to  I'etum  thither  from  Egypt  after  Herod's  death,  and  that 
through  divine  direction  he  was  made  to  change  bis  pur- 
pose, and  go  and  dwell  at  Nazareth.     Ali  this  proves 

'  Robinson,  ii.  346.         '  See  Apocryphal  Gospels,  Baronius,  Sepp. 
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nothing  respecting  his  previous  residence  at  Bethlehem, 
Matthew  relates  only  the  fact  that  the  child  was  horn 
there ;  Luke  tells  us  how  it  happened  that  this  was  His 
birthplace.  Matthew  states  that  it  was  Joseph's  piirposo 
to  return  there  from  Egypt,  but  unable  to  do  so  he  went 
to  Nazareth ;  Luke  states  only  that  leaving  Bethlehem  ho 
went  to  Kazareth.  The  only  ground  for  supposing  that 
Joseph  had  formerly  resided  there  is  found  in  his  purpose 
to  return  thither ;  but  this  is  easily  explained  as  springing 
from  the  desire  to  rear  the  child  of  David's  line  in  David's 
city.  That  ho  had  no  possessions  there  is  apparent  from 
Luke's  statement  respecting  the  circumstances  of  Mary's 
confinement.  The  only  interest  that  Matthew  takes  in 
Nazareth  or  Bethlehem  is  from  the  connection  in  which 
these  two  cities  stand  to  the  Messianic  prophecies,  (ii.  5-6, 
and  23.)  Initself  it  was  of  no  moment  to  him  where  either 
Joseph  or  Mary  had  lived  before  the  birth  of  Jesus,  nor 
Indeed  after  it,  except  so  far  as  their  residence  was  His. 

Wc  now  turn  to  the  question  of  the  Davidic  descent  of 
Maiy.  If  we  set  aside  for  the  present  the  genealogical 
table  in  Luke  (iii.  23-S8)  as  of  doubtful  reference,  there  is 
no  express  declaration  that  she  was  of  the  house  of  David, 
The  reference  to  her,  {Luke  i;  27,}  though  formerly  defended 
by  many,  and  lately  by  Wiescler,'  is  very  doubtful.'  Some 
have  supposed  that  she  went  with  Joseph  to  Bethlehem  at 
the  time  of  the  taxing,  (Lake  il.  6,)  because  she,  like  him, 
was  a  descendant  of  David.'  This  journey,  however,  may 
be  explained,  as  will  soon  appear,  on  other  gi'ounds.'  This 
alence  respecting  Maiy,  contrasted  with  the  prominence 

1  Stud  «  Krit,  IMS: 

5  Against  it  Uengel,  Mejer,  PoiritiuB,  Alford,  Fairbairn. 
'  So  Bobinson'a  Harmony,   18« ;  Mill,  203  :     "  Tiic  words  distinctly  in- 
dicate  that  Mary  acoooipanied  Joseph  for  She  purpose  of  being  enrolled  hec- 


aavGoOgle 


62  THE  LIFE  OF   OUE  LORD. 

given  to  the  Davidic  descent  of  Joseph,  has  led  inany  to 
suppose  that  the  Evangelists  attached  no  importance  to  her 
lineage,  but  only  to  her  conjugal  relation  to  him.  Aa  his 
wife  she  hecamo  a  true  member  of  David's  femily.  Her 
child  belonged  to  him  according  to  the  principle  which  lay 
at  the  foundation  of  marriage  amongst  tho  Jews,  that  what 
was  born  of  tho  wife  belonged  to  the  husband.  As  it  had 
no  human  father,  and  as  he  adopted  it,  it  became  in  fact 
his,  and  inherited  whatever  rights  or  privileges  belonged  to 
Davidio  descent.  Since  then  through  His  legal  relationship 
to  Joseph  Jesus  conld  truly  be  said  to  be  of  the  house  and 
lineage  of  David,  it  was  wholly  unimportant  to  specify  the 
family  of  Mary.'  That  she  was  however  in  fact  of  David's 
line,  is  maintained  by  most  who  regard  the  feet  as  in  itself 
unimportant,  or  not  proved. 

When  we  compare  the  very  remarkable  declarations  of 
tho  prophets  respecting  the  JVIessiah,  as  the  son  of  David, 
with  then-  historical  fulfilment  as  recorded  by  the  Evan- 
gelists, it  may  at  first  appear  that  they  refer  to  Him  rather 
as  the  adopted  and  legal  son  of  Joseph  than  as  the  son  of 
Mary,  Had  Ilia  descent  through  His  mother  been  regarded 
as  the  true  fulfilment  of  the  prophetic  predictions,  and  of 
the  covenant  with  David,  would  the  Evangelists  have  passed 
it  by  without  distinct  mention  ?  We  might  therefore  infer 
from  their  silence  respecting  Mary's  relation  to  David,  that 
they  regard  her  royal  lineage  as  not  essential  to  the  fulfil- 
ment of  pl>3phecy.  Joseph  had  a  good  title  to  the  thronei 
and  Jesus  as  his  son  stood  in  his  stead,  the  rightful  Heir  of 
all  the  Covenant  promises.' 

The  question  of  tho  Davidie  descent  of  Mary  thus  re- 
garded becomes  one  of  secondary  interest,  as  no  promise 

1  So  Intel)-  Dn  CosU,  Fnirbuim. 

'So  Da  Costa,  who  supposes  Mary  lo  hare  been  of  the  tribe  of  Levi.  See 
contra  Spanlieim,  Dubia  Erangelica,  i.  123,  againsi  Antonius,  who  defeada 
this  view.  See  also  an  ablu  paper  on  this  side  in  Bibliolheofl  Sacra  of  April, 
1S61,  by  G.  M'Clellan. 
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of  God  is  made  dependent  upon  it.  But  if  we  tate  higher 
ground  and  seek  more  than  a  legal  relationship,  there  is 
good  reason  to  believe  that  she  was  of  the  royal  family, 
and  that  thus  Jesus  was  in  every  sense  the  son  of  David. 
Peter  upon  Pentecost  (Acts  ii,  30)  declared  that  in  Ilim 
was  fulfilled  the  oath  which  God  aware  to  David  "that  of 
tho  fruit  of  hia  loins  according  to  the  flesh  He  would  raise 
up  Christ  to  sit  on  his  throne,"  This  language,  taken  in 
connection  with  the  phraseology  of  the  original  promise, 
(2  Sam.  vii.  12,)  "I  will  set  up  thy  seed  after  thee  which 
shall  proceed  out  of  thy  bowels,"  seems  to  point  to  Jesua 
as  his  lineal  descendant.  The  words  of  Paul  i-eadily  hear 
the  same  interpretation  (Acts  xiii.  23) :  "  Of  this  man's 
seed  hath  God  according  to  His  promise  raised  unto  Israel 
a  Saviour,  Jesus."  Agiun,  he  says,  (Rom.  i.  3,)  "  Which  was 
also  made  of  the  seed  of  David  according  to  the  flesh."  (See 
also  Isaiah  xi.  1 ;  2  Tim.  ii.  8  ;  Heb.  vii.  14 ;  Rev.  xxii.  16.) 
In  the  words  of  tho  angel  to  her,  (Luke  1.  32,)  "  tho  Lord 
God  shall  give  unto  Him  the  throne  of  Hia  father  David," 
it  is  intimated  that  as  her  son  He  was  son  of  David,  and  so 
.  heir  of  the  throne.     (See  also  Luke  i.  69.) 

The  prominence  given  by  Matthew  to  the  Davidie  de- 
scent of  Joseph,  and  his  dlence  respecting  the  family  of 
Mary,  finds  a  ready  explanation  in  the  peculiarities  of  his 
Gospel  as  designed  for  the  Jews.  Its  very  first  sentence 
gives  tho  clue  to  its  light  understanding:  "The  book  of 
the  generation  of  Jeaus  Chiist,  the  son  of  Abraham,  the 
son  of  David,"  He  aims  to  show  that  Jesns  is  the  heir  of 
the  two  great  Jewish  covenants,  that  with  Abraham,  and 
that  with  David.  To  this  end  he  must  establish  first,  that 
Joseph,  Jesus'  legal  father,  was  of  David's  house  and  so  a 
lawful  heir  of  the  dignity  promised  in  the  covenant ;  sec- 
ond, that  Jesus  stood  in  such  relation  to  Joseph  as  Himself 
to  have  legal  claim  to  all  promises  belonging  to  the  latter. 
He  therefore  brings  prominently  forward  in  the  beginning 
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of  bis  Gospel  the  fact  that  Joseph  wag. of  royal  lineage,  and 
cites  his  genealogical  register  in  proof.  To  have  said  that 
Mary  was  of  the  honse  of  David,  and  to  have  cited  her 
genealogy,  would  have  availed  nothing,  as  it  was  a  rule  of 
the  Rabbins,  and  one  nniversaSly  recognized,  that  "  the  de- 
scent on  the  father's  side  only  shall  be  called  a  descent ; 
the  descent  by  the  mother  is  not  called  any  descent"  '  He 
could  not  therefore  speak  of  Jeaua  as  son  of  Mary,  even 
liad  it  been  generally  known  that  she  was  of  David's  line, 
for  as  such  he  had  no  royal  rights.  It  was  only  as  the  son 
of  Joseph  that  he  could  be  the  heir  of  the  covenants.  Mat- 
thew must  therefore  bring  forth  clearly  the  legal  relation 
in  which  Jesus  stood  to  Joseph  as  his  adopted  son,  but  for 
hia  purpose  it  was  wholly  unimportant  who  his  mother  was. 
Hence  "be  says  very  little  of  Mary,  mentioning  only  her 
name,  and  without  any  explanatory  remarks  except  respect- 
ing her  relation  as  a  betrothed  virgin,  but  says  much  of  Jo- 
seph. His  silence,  therefore,  so  easily  explained  from  the 
character  of  his  Gospel,  respecting  Mary's  lineage,  proves 
nothing  against  her  Davidic  descent, 

111  our  examination  of  this  point  it  should  be  remem- 
bered that  from  the  earliest  period  the  testimony  of  the 
Church  has  been  that  Mary  was  of  David's  fimiily.'  This 
was  a  matter  of  fact  about  which  the  Apostles  and  early 
Christiana  could  not  well  have  been  ignorant ;  and  it  is 
difSoult  to  see  how  such  a  belief,  if  not  well  founded,  could 
have  become  so  early  and  universally  prevalent. 

The  alluMon  (Luke  i,  36)  to  kinship  between  Mary  and 
Elisabeth  determines  nothing  respecting  the  femily  of  the 
former,  as  the  term  nsed  denotes  simply  kindred,  or  rela- 
tionship without  defining  its  degree.  As  all  the  ..tribes 
might  intermarry,  Mary  might  have  been  of  the  tribe  of 
Judah,  though  Elisabeth  was  of  the  tribe  of  Levi.  It  was 
early  said  that  the  Lord  was  both  of  kingly  and  priestly  de- 

'  Da  Cosla,  4T4.  '  Meyer  on  Motlhew,  i.  IT ; 
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scent,  "by  Juseph  on  the  one  si3e  and  Maiy  on  tlie  other.' 
But  this  has  no  foundation. 

Thus  we  find  sufficient  grounds  aside  from  the  genea- 
logical table  of  Luke  to  regard  Jesus  as  the  son  of  David 
through  His  mother.  Yet  the  question,  to  ■whom  docs  this 
table  refer,  is  one  of  no  little  interest,  as  well  as  difficulty, 
and  worthy  of  our  careful  examination. 

The  fa^t  that  there  should  be  two  genealogies  of  Jesus 
given  is  In  itself  a  remarkable  and  perplexing  one,  and  the 
most  obvious  explanation  is  that  presented  by  the  peculiar 
oii'cumstances  of  His  birth.  As  the  legal  son  of  Joseph, 
the  genealogy  of  His  father  must  be  given ;  as  the  son  of 
Mary  and  without  any  earthly  fiither,  her  lineage  becomes 
His.  Yet  in  pomt  of  fact  this  explanation  in  early  times 
found  few,  or  no  advocates ;  the  general  opinion  being  that 
both  tables  were  those  of  Joseph.'  But  how  could  the 
same  person  have  two  such  differing  lines  of  ancestors  ? 
The  most  probable  answer  is  that  which  refers  the  table  of 
Matthew  to  the  legal  successors  of  the  throne  of  David, 
and  that  of  Luke  to  Joseph's  paternal  ancestors.'  The 
former  gives  those  who  were  the  legal  heirs  to  the  king- 
dom. The  line  of  Solomon  failed  in  Jechonias,  (Jer.  xxii. 
30,)  and  the  right  of  succession  then  passed  over  to  the 
line  of  Nathan  in  the  person  of  Salathief  From  Joseph 
a  younger  son  of  Juda,  or  Abiud  of  that  line,  Joseph,  the 
husband  of  Mary,  traced  his  descent.  The  family  of  the 
elder  son  becoming  extinct,  Matthan,  Joseph's  grandfather, 
became  the  heir.  This  Matthan  had  two  sons,  Jacob  and 
Holi.  The  elder  Jacob  had  no  son,  but  probably  a  daugh- 
ter, the  Virgin  Mary.  The  younger  Hell  had  a  son  Joseph, 
who  thus  became  both  heir  to  liis  uncle  and  to  the  throne. 

•  Tefllamentuni  13  Patriarchum,  in  Lardaer,  ii.  330.    Hofinann,  T. 
«  Mill,  196,  says:  "We  find  no  tradition  more  clear,  moro  perpetual  and 
univeraal." 

'  So  Horrey  in  Smith's  Bible  Dictionary,  666, 
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Thug  Mary  and  Joseph  were  first  cousins,  and  the  genea- 
logical tables  have  equal  reference  to  both. 

Both  tables  were  referred  to  Joseph  by  Afncanus,  (220 
A.  D.,)  whose  solution  of  their  difficulties  is  given  by  Euae- 
hius,  (i.  1.)  It  supposes  that  Melchi  and  Matthan,  Joseph's 
grandfathers  in  the  two  genealogies,  the  one  being  of  the 
femily  of  Nathan,  the  other  of  the  family  of  Solomon,  had 
married  successively  the  same  woman,  Estha,  by  whom  the 
former  had  Eli,  and  the  latter  Jacob.  Eli  and  Jacob  were 
thus  brothei-3  uterine,  though  by  their  fathers  of  different 
Jamilies.  Eii  married  and  died  childless,  and  Jacob  accord- 
ing to  the  Jewish  law  married  his  widow,  and  had  by  her  a 
son  Joseph,  who  was  in  the  eye  of  the  law  the  son  of  the 
deceased  Eli.  According  to  Jewish  custom  the  pedigree 
is  recoi'ded  following  both  descents,  the  legal  and  the  natu- 
ral, that  of  Eli  given  by  Luke  in  the  line  of  Nathan,  and 
that  of  Jacob  given  by  Matthew  in  the  line  of  Solomon.' 

It  deseiTcs  to  be  noticed  that  Africanus  affirms  that  his 
account  is  not  an  idle  conjecture,  nor  incapable  of  proof, 
but  came  from  the  relatives  of  the  Lord,  who  "  gloried  in 
the  idea  of  preserving  the  memory  of  their  noble  extrac- 
tion." Whether  his  statement  respecting  the  destruction 
of  the  Jewish  family  registers  by  lierod  is  historically  true 
has  been  often  doubted.'  Of  this  mode  of  solution  by  ref- 
erence to  the  ancient  law  of  Levirato  marriages,  Lightfoot 
says,  (on  Luke  iii.  23^)  "There  is  neither  word,  nor  reason, 
nor  indeed  any  foundation  at  all."' 

But  whilst  the  early  Church  generally  ascribed  both 
tables  to  Joseph,  many  since  the  Reformation  have  strenu- 
ously maintdncd  that  Luke  gives  the  genealogy  of  Mary, 
And  this  view  has  not  a  little  in  its  favor.    It  is  not  im- 

■  Some,  in  later  times,  reversed  this,  making  Joseph  the  natural  sod  of 
Eti  and  legal  son  of  Jacob. 

'  So  Horvey  in  Smith's  Bible  Dlctionaty,  66S ;  contra,  Sepp,  ii.  106. 
s  See,  however,  Mill,  EOl, 
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probable  that  the  tables  given  by  Matthew  and  Luke  are 
to  be  regarded  as  copiea  of  family  registers  to  wliicb  they 
had  access,  and  which  they  give  as  they  found  them.  It 
ia  said  tliat  thero  is  no  reason  to  believe  that  they  were 
guided  by  the  Spirit  to  make  any  corrections,  for  only  as 
exact  copies  would  the  Jews  deem  them  of  validity.'  This 
must  be  taken  with  some  limitations.  It,  however,  would 
not  forbid  tbe  insertion  of  an  explanatory  clause  not  affect- 
ing the  order  of  the  descent.  Looking  atthetable  in  Luke 
in  this  light,  we  find  it  thus  introduced  (iii.  23) :  "  And  Je- 
sus Himself  began  to  be  about  thirty  years  of  age,  being  (as 
was  supposed)  the  son  of  Joseph — of  Eli,"  &c.  The  text  is 
thus  given  by  Tischendorf :  av  vio^,  ois  tvofiiltTO,  tou  luiin;^, 
itc.r-"  being  son,  as  was  supposed,  of  Joseph,"  &c.  The 
first  point  to  be  determined  is  respecting  the  explanatory 
statement  hero  made  by  the  Evangelist.  Is  it  only  "as 
was  supposed,"  orratber"aa  was  supposed,  son  of  Joseph"? 
If  tbe  latter  be  taken,  then  the  table  proper  would  read, 
"being  (as  was  supposed,  son  of  Joseph)  son  of  Eli,"  &c 
If  tbe  former  be  taken  it  would  read,  "  being  (as  was  sup- 
posed) son  of  Joseph — of  Eli,"  &c,. 

If  now,  to  determine  the  construction  of  this  clause,  we 
consider  the  general  scope  of  Luke's  Gospel,  we  observe 
that  he  has  already  stated  at  length  that  Jesus  was  the  son 
of  Mary  through  the  immediate  power  of  God.  Jifono  of 
his  readers  could  therefore  suppose  that  he  here  speaks  of 
Joseph  as  His  natural  father.  If,  like  Matthew,  it  was  his 
purpose  to  found  Christ's  Messianic  claims  upon  His  legal 
relationship  to  Joseph,  he  would,  like  him,  give  Joseph's 
genealogical  table.  But  such  does  not  seem  to  have  been 
his  purpose.  Had  he  designed  to  set  forth  Jesus  as  the 
Messiah  he  would  in  some  way  have  designated  the  cove- 
nants with  Abraham  and  David,  which  were  the  basis  of 
■es.    But  no  allusion  is  made  to  these  cove- 
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nants,  nor  any  prominence  given  to  Abraham,  or  Davi^, 
and  the  genealogy  is  continued  upward  to  Adam.  We  do 
not  therefore  find  gi'ounds  for  believing  that  Luke  had  in 
view,  like  Matthew,  the  proof  that  Josus  aa  the  legal  son 
of  Joseph  was  the  promised  Messiah,  "What  then  is  his 
purpose?  It  is  one  in  conformity  with  the  general  scope 
of  his  Gospel,  which  was  designed  for  Gentiles,  and  takes 
little  note  of  the  special  relations  of  the  Jews  to  God.  After 
giving  a  full  nan-ativo  of  the  Lord's  miraculous  conception 
and  birth,  and  a  brief  mention  of  His  baptism,  as  prepara- 
tory to  His  public  ministry,  he  proceeds  to  give  His  gene- 
alogy on  that  side  only  on  which  it  could  bo  really  given, 
that  of  His  mother.  Through  her  He  was  made  man,  and 
through  her  should  His  descent  from  Adam  be  traced. 

If  upon  these  grounds  we  assume  that  Luke  gives  the 
genealogy  of  Mary,  let  us  note  the  force  of  his  explanatory 
statement.  Why  does  he  insert  the  clause,  "as  was  sup- 
posed, son  of  Joseph"?  Is  it  that,  being  about  to  give  Jo- 
seph's genealogy  as  the  legal  father  of  Josus,  he  thinks  it 
necessary  to  insert  a  declaration  that  he  was  not  His  true 
father  ?  This  in  view  of  the  previous  narrative  seems  su- 
perfluous, for  he  had  already  shown  Him  to  be  the  son  of 
God.  And  it  is  plainly  incongruous  to  assert  that  He  was 
not  the  son  of  Joseph,  and  then  proceed  to  ^ve  Joseph's 
genealogy,  unless  he  would  make  prominent  His  legal  son- 
ship,  which,  as  wo  have  seen,  he  has  not  done.  If,  however, 
we  suppose  that  he  designs  to  give  the  Lord's  descent 
through  His  mother,  the  bearing  of  the  parentbetica!  clause 
is  obvious.  By  the  Jews  at  large  he  was  regarded  as  the 
son  of  Joseph,  and  some  explanation  therefore  was  neces- 
saiy  why,  contrary  to  all  usage,  the  mother's,  not  the 
father's,  genealogy  should  be  given.  This  explanation  ia 
made  in  the  statement  that  Ho  was  supposed  to  be  son 
of  Joseph,  "  Jesus,  generally  but  erroneously  supposed  to 
be   son  of  Joseph,  was  the  son  of  Eli,  of  Matthan,  of 
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Levi,"  &c.  That  Mary's  own  name  is  not  mentioned  makes 
no  difBculty,  since  the  mention  of  female  names  was  contrary 
to  usage  in  each  tables,  and  as  she  had  ab-eady  been  dis- 
tinctly mentioned  as  His  mother,  there  was  no  danger  of 
misapprehension.  Her  name  being  omitted,  Jesus  mast  be 
brought  into  immediate  conoeotion  mth  her  father,  His 
grandfather.  That  He  is  called  son,  not  grandson,  is  unim- 
portant, the  former  term  being  often  used  to  express  the 
more  distant  relationship.  That  it  is  not  strictly  used 
throughout  the  table  is  apparent  from  v.  S3,  where  Adam 
is  called  the  son  of  Grod.  That  Eli  is  not  expressly  said  to 
be  Mary's  father  is  not  essential,  since  the  form  of  the  table 
implies  the  degree  of  relationship.' 

Some,  who  regard  the  table  in  Luko  as  that  of  Mary, 
and  Eli  as  her  &ther,  suppose  that  Joseph  is  brought  into 
it  aa  his  son-in-law  or  adopted  son.*  If  it  be  admitted  that 
this  degree  of  relationship  may  be  thus  expressed,  it  is 
doubtful  whether  it  would,  without  express  mention,  find 
place  in  a  table  in  which  only  the  direct  line  of  descent  is 
given.  Jesus,  having  no  earthly  fiither,  may  well  be  called 
the  son  of  Eli,  although  strictly  grandson,  from  the  neces- 
sity of  the  case,  but  the  same  reason  does  not  hold  in  the 
case  of  Joseph. 

Tiius  the  two  tables  given  by  Matthew  and  Luke,  re- 
garded as  those  of  Joseph  and  of  Mary,  are  In  beautiful 
harmony  with  the  scope  of  their  respective  Gospels.  Through 
that  of  Matthew  Jesus  is  shown  to  be  the  heir  of  David  as 
the  legal  son  of  Joseph;  through  that  of  Luke,  to  be  of 
David's  seed  according  to  the  flesh  by  His  birth  of  Mary. 
The  former  beginning  with  Abraham,  the  fiither  of  the 
chosen  people,  descends  through  David  the  king,  to  Christ 
the  royal  heir,  in  whom  all  the  national  covenants  should  be 

1  Tbat  Ui«  Jews  so  regarded  him  U  shoirn  bj  Ligblfoot  on  Luke  iii.  29 ; 
S«pp,  ii.  8. 

'  BobiDSon's  HnrniDiij',  1S5.    Aleximder. 
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fulfilled ;  the  latter  beginning  with  the  second  Adam,  the 
eternally  begotten  Son  of  God,  ascends  to  the  fii-st  Adam, 
the  son  of  God  by  creation.  Each  Evangelist  gives  His 
genealogy  in  that  aspect  which  best  suits  his  special  pur- 
pose ;  to  the  one  He  is  the  Messiah  of  the  Jews,  to  the 
other  the  Saviour  of  the  world. 

The  opinions  of  modera  scholars  upon  this  point  are 
about  equally  divided.  Among  those  who  regard  Luke's 
table  as  that  of  Mary,  not  of  Joseph,  are :  Neweome,  Rob- 
inson, Greswell,  Lange,  Wieseler,  Riggenbach,  Auberlen, 
Ebrard,  Krafft,  Bloomfield,  Alexander,  Oosterzee.  Contra 
— Alford,  Meyer,  Winer,  Bleek,  Fairbairn,  Da  Costa,  Fried- 
lieb,  Patritius,  Mill,  Ellicott,  Westcott 

Onr  purpose  does  not  lead  us  to  consider  further  the 
special  features  of  these  genealogies.  Regarding  them  as 
copies  of  family  registers,  documents  for  whose  accuracy  in 
every  point  the  Evangelists  are  not  responsible,  any  real 
or  seeming  discrepancies  do  not  affect  their  credibility,  un- 
less disproving  the  fundamental  fact  of  Christ's  descent 
from  Abraham  and  David.  But  in  this  fact  both  tables 
agree,  and  any  raiuor  inaccuracies,  if  there  be  such,  ai-e  ira- 
important.' 

That  Joseph  was  the  legal  heir  to  the  throne  of  David 
his  relation  to  Jesns,  tlie  promised  MessiaFi,  sufficiently 
shows.  Whether  be  and  Mary  were  the  only  surviving 
descendants  of  David  we  have  no  positive  data  to  decide ; 
but  it  is  not  probable,  for  if  they  had  been  the  sole  survi- 
vors, this  very  fact,  which  could  not  have  been  unknown, 
must  have  made  them  conspicuous.  Hegesippus'  makes 
mention  of  the  grandchildren  of  Juda,  the  brother  of  the 
Lord,  who  were  brought  before  Domitian,  as  being  of  Da- 

'  Those  who  will  see  the  questions  respectiag  the  divisions  in  Maithcw'a 
tables,  liis  Bbridgmenta  and  oniissions,  and  the  relations  of  his  table  to  that 
of  Lnfce,  will  find  all  points  fully  treated  by  Mill,  liT.  See  also  Ebrard,  188, 
and  tbe  DnbJaEvangclicaof  !^panheim,  Pars  Prima. 
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vid's  race.  Not  improbably  there  were  many  in  more  or 
less  distant  affinity  to  this  royal  family.  It  has  been  sup- 
posed by  some,  that  the  residence  of  Joseph  and  Mary,  so 
far  from  their  ancestral  seat,  in  despised  Galilee  and  in  one 
of  its  most  obscure  villages,  is  to  be  explained  by  the  fact 
that  they  were  generally  known  to  be  of  David's  line,  and 
BO  exposed  to  the  jealousy  of  Herod.'  But  of  this  tbere  is 
no  proof.  It  is  rather  to  be  explained  as  a  sign  of  the  fjillen 
state  of  that  once  royal  house.  Its  members  were  now 
amongst  the  humblest  of  the  people,  too  humble  to  arouse 
the  jealousy  of  the  Idumean  usurper.  We  do  not  learn 
that  in  the  course  of  his  reign  ho  took  any  precautionary 
measures  against  any  of  the  descendants  of  David,  looking 
upon  them  as  cldmants  of  the  throne.  They  seem  to  have 
snnk  wholly  out  of  public  sight.  Yet,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  expectation  that  the  Messiah  should  spring  from  the 
house  «f  David,  was  strong  and  general."  How  can  these 
facts  be  reconciled  ?  If  the  people  were  really  looking  for 
a  Messiah  descended  from  that  family,  must  not  all  who 
were  known  to  be  membeva  of  it  have  occupied  a  large 
space  in  public  attention  ? 

Perhaps  the  following  may. be  the  just  solution  of  the 
difficulty.  The  promise  made  to  David  and  his  house  re- 
specting the  throne  of  Israel  was  not  absolute.  (2  Sara.  vii. 
12,  <fcc.)  Its  fulfilment  was  to  depend  upon  the  condition 
of  obedience.  Yet  if  the  condition  fiuled  the  promise  was 
not  withdi-awn.  His  descendants  were  not  reduced  to  the 
rank  of  private  citizens,  but  its  fulfilment  was  suspended, 
and  their  kingly  claims  were  in  abeyance.  After  the  return 
from  the  captivity  of  Babylon,  the  house  of  David,  at  first 
prominent  in  Zcrubbabol,  fell  more  and  more  into  obscurity. 

'  SoBiicher. 

>  According  to  Mill,  {2B5,)  it  waa  with  the  view  to  ohviate  this  nationnl 
eipectation  thai  Herod,  two  jeara  before  his  death,  imposed  an  oath  of  Bdel- 
ity  to  Cbbsiu-  and  biioselE  Tbia  is  hardly  warranted  by  the  langnage  of 
Josephas. 
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Other  families  began  to  "be  prominent.  At  last,  the  Macca- 
bees through  their  wisdom  and  valor  won  the  highest 
place,  and  became  the  acknowledged  heads  of  the  nation — 
both  the  civil  and  ecclesiaBtical  chiefs.  After  their  decay 
the  family  of  Herod  through  Roman  favor  became  domi- 
nant. Dnring  these  400  years  no  one  of  David's  lineage 
seems  to  have  been  conspicuous,  or  in  any  way  to  have 
drawn  to  himself  public  attention ;  and  probably  little  faith 
existed  among  the  people  ,  at  large  that  the  Divine  promise 
would  have  any  fulfilment  in  that  bouse.  But  the  Mea- 
aanic  hopes  of  the  Jews  had,  during  the  wars  of  the  Macca- 
bees, and  under  the  usurpation  of  Herod,  been  constantly 
gdning  in  depth  and  strength.  Everywhere  they  began  to 
turn  to  their  Scriptures,  and  to  read  them  with  new  ear- 
Bestness  and  IMth,  And  as  the  expectation  of  the  Messiah 
became  more  and  more  prevalent,  it  was  naturally  con- 
nected with  the  promise  to  David.  Yet  among  his  descend- 
ants there  was  no  one  to  whom  pnbhc  attention  was  turned 
as  in  any  way  likely  to  fulfil  their  hopes.  Hence,  while  a 
general  belief  existed  that  the  Messiah  should  bo  of  that 
family,  its  individual  members  continued  to  live  in  obscu- 
rity. And  as  it  was  also  firmly  believed  that  Elijah  the 
prophet  must  personally  come  as  the  forerunner  of  the  Mes- 
siah, this  belief  would  naturally  prevent  any  special  atten- 
tion being  turned  to  them  till  that  pi-ophet  actually  ap- 
peared. Thus  Joseph,  the  carpenter  of  Nazareth,  might 
have  been  known  to  be  of  David's  line,  and  even  the  legal 
claimant  of  the  throne,  and  yet  live  unhonored  and  unno- 

Nazareth  and  its  geographical  position  will  hereafter  be 
more  particularly  spoken  of.  It  is  disputed  where  Mary  was 
when  the  angel  visited  her  to  announce  the  Lord's  birth.' 
The  Greek  Church  afiirms  that  she  was  not  at  her  own  house 
when  he  came,  but  had  gone  to  the  fountain  of  the  village. 
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and  that  he  found  her  there.'  Over  this  fountain,  the  source 
of  the  present  one,  to  which  ita  watera  arc  conducted  by  a 
stone  aqueduct,  the  Greelts  have  built  a  church  which  ia 
called  the  Chui'ch  of  the  Annunciation.  The  Latina  afflrni 
that  the  angel  found  her  in  a  grotto,  over  which  stood  the 
house  that  was  carried  in  the  thirteenth  century  by  angels, 
first  to  Dalmatia,  and  thence  to  Italy,  where  it  still  remains.' 
The  exact  places  in  this  grotto  where  the  angel  and  the  vir- 
gin stood  during  their  interview  are  marked  out  by  two 
pillars.  Over  this  grotto  now  stands  a  church,  which  is 
said  to  be,  after  that  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre,  the  most  beau- 
tiful in  Syria.'  Tradition  also  points  out  the  workshop  of 
Joseph,  now  a  Latin  chapel.  The  time  of  Gabriel's  appear- 
ance was,  according  to  Eengel,  (in  loco),  at  evening,  ves- 
peri,  utprobabile  est.    See  Dan.  ix.  21. 


March — Apeil,  749.     5  b.  c. 

Immediatelj  after  the  visit  of  the  angel  Mary  left  Kaz-  Luke  i.  3B-56. 
areth,  and  went  to  llie  home  of  Zacharias  in  the  hill-coun- 
try of  Judab,  and  remaiccd  tberc  about  diree  months. 

It  has  been  supposed  that  Mary  remained  at  Nazareth 
several  weeks  before  visiting  Elisabeth,  and  that  during 
this  period  the  events  related  by  Matthew  (i.  18-25)  oc- 
cuiTod.'  But  with  this,  Luke's  statement,  (L  39,)  that  "she 
Tpent  with  hasto  into  the  hill-country,"  is  inconsistent ;  for 
going  with  haste  cannot  refer  merely  to  the  rapidity  of  the 
jonrney  after  it  was  begun,  but  to  the  fact  that  she  made 
no  delay  in  commencing  it.  Hug  refera  to  a  traditionary 
law  that  virgms  should  not  travel,  and  that  therefore  Jo- 
seph must  previously  have  taken  her  homo  as  his  wife.    Al- 

'  See  Protevangelium  Jacobi,  eh.  ii. 

'  Sec  Baronius,  who  affirms  that  no  one  should  doubt  respectang  the 
reality  of  this  miracle.     In  refutation,  Stanley,  4Elt. 

s  Poitcr,  ii.  301.     Slewarl,  ii5.  '  Ebrarci,  Alford. 
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ford  says  tbat  "  as  a  betrothed  virgin  she  could  not  travel," 
but  cites  no  authority.  But  if  any  such  law  were  at  this 
timo  in  force,  which  is  very  doubtful,  Maiy  may  have  jour- 
neyed ill  company  with  friends,  or  under  the  special  protec- 
tion of  a  servant,  or  with  a  body  of  neighbors  going  up  to 
the  Passover.  That  no  unmarried  female  could  jottmey 
even  to  visit  her  friends  is  incredible.  "The  incidental 
mention  of  women  and  children  in  the  great  assemblies 
gathered  around  Jesus  is  true  to  Oriental  life,  strange  aa  it 
may  appear  to  those  who  read  so  much  about  female  seclu- 
sion in  the  East.  In  the  great  gatherings  of  this  day,  at 
funerals,  weddings,  feasts,  and  fairs,  women  and  children 
often  constitute  the  largest  portion  of  the  assemblies,"' 
Ebrard's  supposition  (222)  that  Slary  continued  at  Naza- 
reth till  certain  suspicious  women,  the  promibas,  informed 
Joseph  of  her  condition,  and  that  then  God  made  known 
to  him  what  had  occurred,  has  nothing  in  its  favor.  As 
little  basis  has  the  supposition  that  she  told  Joseph  of  the 
visit  of  the  angel.*  The  narrative  plainly  implies  that  Mary, 
without  communicating  to  liim,  or  any  one  else,  what  had 
taken  place,  departed  immediately  to  seek  Elisabeth.'  ■  That 
under  the  peculiar  circumstances  in  which  she  was  placed 
she  should  greatly  desire  to  see  Elisabeth,  was  natural,  and 
it  is  most  improbable  that  she  should  wait  several  weeks, 
when  all  this  time  she  could  have  no  communication  with 
Joseph  except  through  these  pronubfe.  The  whole  narra> 
tive  shows  that  neither  Elisabeth  nor  Maryrashly  forestalled 
God's  action.  Both,  full  of  fiuth,  waited  in  quietness  and 
silence  till  He  should  reveal  in  His  own  way  what  He  had 
done.  Perhaps  the  expression,  (Luke  i.  56)  "  she  retiu-ned 
to  her  own  house,"  va  rov  oucov  ovnj?,  may  imply  that  she 
had  not  yet  been  taken  to  the  house  of  Joseph. 

The  distance  from   Nazareth   to  Jemsalcm   is   about 
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eighty  miles,'  and  if  Zacbarias  lived  at  Hebron  seventeen 
niilos  south  of  Jerusalem,  the  whole  joumey  would  occupy 
four  or  five  days.  Several  routes  were  open  to  Maiy.  The 
most  direct  was  by  Niun  and  Endor,  and  through  Samaria 
and  southward  by  Bethel.  If  for  any  cause  Samaria  was  to 
be  avoided,  the  Jordan  could  be  crossed  near  Scythopolis, 
and  the  way  followed  through  Perea  along  its  eastern  bank. 
This  was  the  common  route  with  the  Jews  in  their  joumey- 
ings  to  the  feast,  if  they  wished  specially  to  avoid  Samai-ia. 
Still  a  third  way  was  by  Dor  on  the  sea-coast,  passing 
through  Lydda,  and  tbcnce  over  the  mountains  of  Ephraim, 

JUSB,  749.     5  B,  C. 

A  little  hcfore  the  bivth  of  John,  Mary  returns  to 
Nazareth ;  Joseph,  seeing  her  condition,  is  mlntled  lo  put  Mati.  i.  13-25. 
her  anay  privily,  but  is  eonimanded  by  God,  through  an 
angeS,  to  talio  her  home  as  his  wife,  for  that  which  is 
conceived  of  her  is  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  He  ohejB  tha 
word,  and  takes  Mary  as  his  wife.  Elisabeth,  gives  birth 
to  a  son,  who  is  circumcised  on  the  eighth  day,  and  nam-  Luke  i.  5'1-BO. 
ed  John  in  obedience  to  angelic  direction. 

Whether  Maiy  left  Elisabeth  before  or  after  John's 
birth,  is  not  expressly  stated,  but  the  most  natural  con- 
struction of  the  narrative  is  that  it  was  before. 

The  interval  that  had  elapsed  between  the  Annunciation 
and  Mai-y's  return  from  Judea,  was  sufficient  to  make  man- 
ifest to  Joseph  her  condition.  That  she  at  this  time  inform- 
ed him  of  the  visit  of  the  angel,  and  of  the  divine  promise, 
is  not  said  in  so  many  words,  hut  is  plainly  implied.  The 
position  in  which  Joseph  was  now  placed  was  one  of  great 
perplexity ;  and  as  a  just  man  who  desired  to  mete  out  to 
every  one  that  which  was  his  due,  he  was,  on  the  one  hand, 
unwilling  to  take  her  under  such  imputation  of  immorality, 
yet,  on  the  otlior  hand,  unwilling  to  condemn  licr  where  there 
'  Kitfo,  Sepp,  80-30  RomaQ  miles. 
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was  a  possibility  of  innocence.  He  tberefoi'e  determines  to 
put  her  away  privately,  which  he  could  lawfully  do,  and  so 
avoid  the  necessity  of  exposing  her  to  public  disgrace,  or 
of  inflicting  upon  her  severe,  punishment.  Whilst  yet  iii 
doubt  as  to  his  proper  course,  the  angel  of  the  Ixird,  'm  a 
dream,  conflrmed  the  statement  of  Mary,  and  directed  him 
to  call  her  son  by  the  name  of  Jesus,  as  the  future  Saviour 
of  His  people.  Agi^eeabJy  to  the  divme  commandment, 
Joseph  takes  Mary  at  once  to  his  oivn  house  as  his  wife. 

While  these  things  were  taking  place  in  Galilee,  John 
was  bom  in  Judea,  and  was  circumcised  at  the  legal  time. 
It  was  customary  to  join  the  giving  of  the  name  with  the 
performance  of  this  rite.  This  custom  seems  to  have  origi- 
nated in  the  fact  that  Abraham's  name  was  changed  at 
the  time  he  was  circumcised,'  (Gen.  xvii.  23.)  The  name 
John,  given  the  Baptist  by  the  angel,  is  of  importance,  as 
showing  the  purpose  of  God  in  his  ministry.  It  means 
"the  Grace  of  God,"  or  "one  whom  Jehovah  bestows," 
and  indicated  that  God  was  about  to  begin  an  economy  of 
grace,  in  distinction  from,  the  economy  of  the  law.  His 
ministry,  like  that  of  Jesus,  was  for  mercy,  not  for  judg- 
ment. 

Dec,  749,     5  b.  c. 

In  coascc(ueiice  of  nn  editt  that  all  tho  world  should 
be  taxed,  Joseph  and  Mary  leave  Nazareth  to  go  to  Beth-    Lcke  ii.  J-B. 
leheni,  the  city  of  David,  to  bo  taxed  there. 

The  chronological  and  other  questions  connected  with 
this  taxing  are  undoubtedly  among  the  most  perplexing 
which  meet  us  in  the  whole  Gospel  narrative.  The  former 
have  been  already  considered,  but  the  latter  demand  a 
careful  examination.  Before  we  proceed  to  consider  them, 
let  us  note  the  character  of  the  Evangelist's  statements, 
and  his  general  purpose. 

I  Winer,  ii.  133. 
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Turniug  to  Luke's  words,  (ii.  1-3,)  we  find  that  he 
speaks  in  veiy  brief  and  compiehensive  terms.  Ad  edict 
had  been  issued  by  the  ■Emperor  Cassar  Augustus,  "  that 
all  the  world  shoald  be  taxed,  and  this  taxing  was  first 
made  when  Cyrcnius  was  governor  of  Syiia."  In  obedi- 
ence to  this  edict,  all  went  to  be  taxed,  each  into  his  own 
city.  This  is  all  the  information  the  Evangelist  gives.  Ho 
does  not  say  when  this  edict  was  issued,  uor  what  were  its 
peculiar  features,  nor  give  any  account  of  its  exeeutiou, 
except  in  Judea.  Its  only  apparent  value  to  him,  and  the 
only  cause  that  leads  him  to^mention  it  is,  that  it  was  the 
occasion  that  brought  Joseph  and  Mary  to  Bethlehem. 
He  therefore  speaks  of  it  only  in  the  most  general  way,  and 
we  cannot  learn  from  him  whether  it  was  a  mere  enrolment 
of  persons,  or  also  a  census  of  property ;  whether  it  em- 
braced all  the  provinces  of  the  empire,  or  but  a  part ; 
whether  it  was  executed  at  once,  or  after  a  lapse  of  time, 
or  in  various  provinces  at  various  times.  He  is  concerned 
only  with  its  immediate  relations  to  the  birth  of  Jesus  at 
Bethlehem,  and  does  not  mention  even  the  manner  of  its 
execution  in  Judea,  whether  by  Herod  and  his  ofiicers,  in 
obedience  to  imperial  direction,  or  by  a  special  commissioner 
from  Rome,  or  by  the  governor  of  some  adjoining  province. 
In  the  absence  of  definite  statements  in  the  Gospels,  we 
turn  to  contemporary  history,  but  here  a  like  silence  meets 
us.  How  little  the  historians  of  those  times  record  of  the 
period  from  750-760,  we  shall  soon  see. 

In  our  examination  of  this  subject  we  shall  consider: 
1st.  The  nature  and  extent  of  this  taxing ;  2d.  The  proof 
that  it  actually  took  place ;  3d.  Its  connection  with  Gyre- 
First,  the  nature  and  extent  of  this  taxing.  The  word 
translated  taxing,  a-i7oypa<^,  means  "  properly  transcrip- 
tion, then  inscription,  both  of  persons  and  things." '  It  may 

'  Alesoader. 
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therefore  denote  simply  an  enrolment  or  enumeration  of 
persons,  a  descriptio  eapitum ;  or  may  involve  also  a  regis- 
tration of  property  upon  which  taxes  are  to  be  assessed. 
For  the  latter,  however,  the  Greeks  had  a  special  word, 
amn-tjittjo-L!.'  To  this  corresponded  the  Latin  term  census, 
whose  fii'st  otject,  according  to  Greswell,'  was  to  ascertain 
the  value  of  property  ;  but,  according  to  Winer,  airoypa^i} 
was  generally  used  by  Grecian  writei-s  upon  Roman  matters 
as  equivalent  to  census,  Tliat  it  is  used  by  Luke  in  the 
latter  sense  in  the  only  other  passage  of  his  writings, 
(Acts  V.  SI,)  in  which  it  is&und,  is  plain. 

From  the  term  itself^  tli€n,\  no  certidn  inference  can  be 
drawn.  It  may  have  been'Sif^rirolment  of  the  people,  with 
a  view  to  leam  tho  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  em- 
pire, and  for  general  statistical  purposes ;  or  it  may  have 
had  direct  reference  to  taxation.  If  we  turn,  then,  from  the 
term  itself  to  the  context,  to  leai-n  its  meaning,  it  is  said 
that  no  census  of  property  can  be  referred  to,  as  there  is  no- 
where in  the  naiTative  any  allusion  to  patrimony  or  inheri- 
tance, and  that  Joseph  and  Mary  could  have  had  no  posses- 
sions at  Bethiebem.^  A  moi-e  forcible  argument  upon  this 
side  is  the  fact  that  there  was  a  rebellion  of  the  Jews  against 
the  attempt  to  impose  taxes  upon  them  under  Cyrenius,  at 
a  later  period.*  (Acts  v,  37.)  This  implies  that  there  had 
been  no  previous  attempt  to  tax  them,  and  that  the  regis- 
tration now  in  question  was  one  of  persons  only,  with  refer- 
ence to  the  amount  of  population.'  On  the  other  hand, 
Meyer  insists  that  Luke  puts  this  taxing  upon  tho  same 
footing  as  that  of  Cyi^eniua,  as  an  enrolment  for  taxation, 
and  that  not  future  but  immediate.  Most,  however,  take  a 
middle  view,  supposing  Augustus  in  his  edict  to  have  refer- 
ence to  taxation,  but  not  designing  that  it  should  at  once 
take  effect,' 

1  Winer,  ii.  398.    Ebrard,  169.       '  i.  E41.       =  Greswel),  i.  54S. 

'  Joaephna'  Antiquilies.  18.  1.  1. 

'  So  Altord,  and  many.  '  Bo  Ewald,  v.  20. 
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It  seems  most  probable,  all  things  considered,  that  this 
enrolment  had  reference  both  to  persons  and  property. 
That  Augustus,  now  in  the  primo  of  life  and  undisputed 
master  of  the  empire,  should  desire  to  establish  a  general 
and  uniform  system  of  taxation,  finds  support  in  his  general 
chai'acter  and  policy.  But  he  was  far  too  wise  a  man  to 
hasten  matters  prematurely,  or  to  force  disagreeable  meas- 
ures upon  disaffected  provinces  If,  then,  tliis  enrolment 
■was  with  refi,icnce  to  fixation,  m  its  execution  he  would  be 
goi  emed  by  pohcy  The  fiist  stpp  wis  to  leain  the  num 
her  of  the  mhabitaJits,  then  name*,  tribes,  families,  <tc, 
and  together  uith  this,  to  mal-e  i  registiation  of  ptoperty 
as  the  bisis  foi  the  assessment  of  taxes  But  consideiable 
time  may,  and  in  many  cases  must  hi\e  ehpsed  between 
the  eniolmcnt  and  the  subsequent  collection  of  such  tixes 
If,  theiefore,  ^\e  suppose  that  Joseph  and  Miryivent  to 
Bethlehem,  not  simply  to  have  their  names  registered,  but 
also  to  give  account  of  their  possessions,  it  would  by  no 
means  follow  that  taxes  were  then  and  there  collected  of 
them.  If  this  had  been  so,  we  may  well  be  surprised  that 
no  disturbance  should  then  have  taken  place  among  the 
people  at  large,  as  did  take  place  a  few  years  later.  The 
preliminary  steps,  though  pointing  to  a  future  exercise  of 
power  in  the  actual  assessment  and  collection  of  taxes, 
could  givo  no  tangible  ground  of  offence. 

It  has  been  said  by  many,  that  this  edict  was  confined  to 
the  Holy  Land,  and  did  not  apply  to  the  whole  empire.' 
But  the  weight  of  authority  is  decidedly  the  other  way.' 
The  phrase  Troo-a  jj  oiKou/itn?,  "  all  the  world,"  when  used  in 
the  Gospels,  (Acts  xi.  28,  is  ia  dispute,)  beyond  question  re- 
fera  to  the  Roman  Empire  as  embracing  at  that  time  the 
greater  part  of  the  habitable  world.  But  while  the  edict  thus 
bad  application  to  the  whole  empire,  and  may  have  looked 

'  So  Mejcr,  Greswell,  Wiesclcr,  Ebrard,  Alford. 
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forward  to  some  general  system  of  taxation  as  the  final  re- 
sult,, yet  in  a  kingdom  composed  of  so  many  heterogeneous 
and  discordant  provinces,  its  execution  in  each  must  have 
been  governed  by  circumstances.  A  ruler  wise  as  Augus- 
tus would,  in  a  province  like  Judea,  temporize  and  -wait  for 
a  favorable  opportunity,  rather  than  meet  the  peidls  of  re- 
bellion. It  Is  not  improbable,  therefore,  that  years  may 
have  passed  before  the  edict  was  carried  fully  into  effect. 

Second,  the  proof  that  such  a  taxing  actually  took  place 
eonfirmatoiy  of  the  statement  of  the  Evangelist.  It  is  ad- 
mitted that  there  is  no  express  statement  in  any  contempo- 
rary writer  of  such  a  taxing  or  census  at  this  time,  and 
embracing  the  whole  empire,  whether  as  a  registration  of 
pei-aons,  of  property,  or  for  general  statistical  purposes. 
Suetonius'  relates  that  Augustus  three  times  held  a  census, 
and  from  the  Ancyran  monument  we  Icarn  that  those  were 
held  in  726,  746,  and  1Q7 ;  but  it  is  probablo  that  they 
were  confined  to  Italy,  and  did  not  extend  to  the  provinces.' 
But  that  the  census  did  at  times  extend  to  particular  prov- 
inces, is  beyond  question.  Thus  there  was  one  in  Gaul,  one 
in  Spain,  and  Strabo  alludes  to  them  as  not  uncommon.'  If 
then  Augustus  held  a  census,  now  in  Italy  and  now  in  the 
provinces,  there  is  nothing  improbable  in  the  fact  that  he 
should  hold  one  throughout  the  empire.  And  there  are 
several  circumstances  mentioned  by  writers  of  that  period 
that  confirm  this  supposition.  That  there  was  a  geometri- 
cal survey  of  the  Roman  Empire,  which,  if  not  commenced, 
was  canied  out  by  Augustus,  seems  to  be  well  established,' 
Of  the  Roman  chorographio  maps,  Merivalesays  (iv.  426): 
"  They  measured,  we  may  beUeve,  not  only  the  roads,  but 
the  areas'which  lay  between  them ;  the  labors  of  a  quarter 
of  a  century  produced  no  doubt  a  complete  registration  of 
the  size,  the  figure,  and  the  natural  features  of  every  prov- 

'  Aug.  c.  2T.  '  Wieseler,  91,     Greswall,  i.  535. 

>  Lardner,  i.  26S.    Greswell,  i.  536.        •  Wieseler,  TV-SI.    Sepp,  i.  138. 
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inee,  district,  and  estate  throughout  the  empire."  And  that 
with  such  a  survey  a  general  census  should  be  connected 
is  antecedently  probable.  The  statement  of  Suidaa,  (Lex. 
aTroypai!>r],)  that  "Augustus  sent  out  twenty  men  of  great 
probity  into  all  parts  of  hie  empire,  by  whom  he  made  an 
assessment  of  persons  and  estates,"  is  indeed  unsupported 
by  any  other  author,  but  has  no  intrinsic  improbability.' 
We  know  also  from  Tacitus'  that  Augustus  had  a  little 
book  which  he  had  wi-itten  out  with  his  own  hand,  and 
which  contained  accounts  of  the  numbers  of  soldiei-s,  of  the 
taxes,  imposts,  and  the  like :  Opes  publicse  continebantur. 
Qaantum  civinm,  sociorumque,  in  armis  ;  quas  classes,  regna, 
provincise  tributa,  aut  vectigalia  et  necessitates  et  largi- 
tiooes,  quas  cuneta  suS.  maun  perscripserat  Augustus.  This 
breviarhim  imperii  ia  mentioned  also  by  Suetonius  and  Dio 
Cassius,  and  must  have  been  based  upon  governmental  sur- 
veys of  all  parts  of  the  empire.  As  has  been  said  by  Pri- 
deaux,  it  was  probably  something  of  the  same  kind  as  the 
Doomsday  Book  of  "WiUiam  the  Conqueror. 

If  all  the  facts  do  not  prove  with  absolute  certainty  that 
Augustus  did  ever  order  a  general  census,  they  go  far,  at 
least,  to  make  it  probable,  and  thus  to  confirm  the  Evangel- 
ist's statement.  Lardner  (i.  267)  objects  chiefly  upon  the 
ground  of  the  silence  of  the  Koman  historians.  But  in  the 
history  of  Dio  Cassiua  there  is  a  great  gap  from  747-757, 
the  very  period  in  which  Luke  states  this  taxing  to  have 
been  held.  Suetonius  is  very  brief,  as  also  Tacitus.  The 
argument-,  therefore,  from  the  silence  of  contemporary 
writers  is  of  little  force,  and  if  pushed  to  its  extreme  would 
compel  us  to  believe  that  no  important  event  took  place  in 
the  long  reign  of  Augustus  of  which  the  few  historians 
whose  works  remain  to  us  in  whole,  or  in  part,  have  not 
made  specific  mention.^ 

Third.     The  connection  of  this  taxing  with  CjTenius. 

'  Greswoll.i.  5Sr.  '  Ann.,  i.  11.  '  SeeEbrard,  m. 
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We  have,  already,  in  the  essay  upon  the  date  of  Christ's 
birth,  examined  the  point  whether  Cyrenius  was  not  twice 
governor  of  Syria,  and  found  strong  grounds  to  believe  that 
this  was  the  case.  If  so,  his  first  administration  was  from 
the  autumn  of  750  to  753,  and  the  taxing  now  in  question 
was  the  first  as  distinguished  from  the  second,  which  took 
plac^  dnring  his  second  administration,  some  ten  years  later. 
But  as  some  degree  of  doutt,  from  the  scantiness  of  our 
data,  must  necessarily  rest  upon  this  conclusion,  let  us  sup- 
pose, as  has  usually  been  done,  that  he  was  not  governor 
of  Syria  till  760,  and  examine  Luke's  statement  from  this 
point  of  view. 

The  first  point  that  meets  us  is  the  right  construction 
of  the  Evangelist's  words:  "this  taxing  was  first  made 
when  Cyreniua  was  governor  of  Syria,"  aunj  t}  airoypa^ij 
TTpumj  cyevtTo,  T^yt/ioi'tuoiTos  tjji  Supiixs  Kvpyp/iov.  If  this  be 
read,  this  was  the  first  taxing,  in  distinction  from  a  second, 
and  took  place  under  him  as  governor  of  Syria,  but  in  fact 
he  was  not  so  governor  till  760,  we  must  construe  the  term 
ijye^DwvovTos,  "  governing,"  in  its  wide  sense  as  applicable 
to  any  one  who  fills  a  place  of  rule.  Thus  understood,  Cy- 
reniua, though  not  the  governor,  may  have  'been  a  joint,  or 
assistant  mier,  as  Josephus'  speaks  of  Satui-ninus  and  Vo- 
lumninsas  the  presidents  of  Syria.  Or  he  may  have  been 
an  extraordinary  commissioner  sent  from  Rome  especially 
for  [bis  purpose.'  In  all  this  there  is  nothing  intrinsically 
improbable,  and  it  agrees  with  the  fact  that  he  was  about 
that  time  in  the  East,  aod  engaged  in  political  affaira.  It 
corresponds  also  to  the  statements  of  the  fathers,  except 
Tertulltan,  that  this  taxing  was  by  Cyrenius.  Still,  on  the 
Other  hand,  the  obvious  import  of  Luke's  words  is,  that 
he  was  then  the  governor  over  Syria,  not  an  assistant,  and 
still  less  a  commissioner  appointed  to  a  special  service  in  a 
neighboring  kingdom. 

1  Antiq.  16.  9.  '  Lardner,  i.  339.    Wiesder,  113. 
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According  to  another  construction  of  Luke's  words, 
talcing  -iTfmrri  for  Trpwrepoi',  this  taxing  wae  before  Cyrenius 
was  governor  of  Syria.'  So  understood,  it  was  the  purpose 
of  the  Evangelist  to  distinguish  between  the  two  taxings, 
taking  for  granted  that  all  knew  that  the  second  was  under 
Cyreniua,  But  admitting  that  the  Greek  will  bear  this  in- 
terpretation, still  had  this  been  Luke's  meaning  it  would 
have  been  more  naturally  expressed  another  way. 

Most  English  commentators  have  preferred  tho  follow- 
ing construction ;  this  taxing  was  firat  made — i,  e.  carried 
into  effect,  when  Cyrenius  was  governor  of  Syria.'  The 
enrolment  was  made  at  the  time  of  the  Lord's  birth,  but  its 
actual  execution  was  deferred  some  nine  or  ten  years,  or 
till  Judea  was  made  a  Roman  province.  This  is  not  incon- 
sistent with  Luke's  words,  since  the  enrolment  was  only 
preparatory  to  the  assessment  and  collection  of  the  taxes, 
and  the  latter  may  have  been  delayed  by  political  difficul- 
ties till  the  time  of  Cyrenius. 

Some,  as  Lardner,  {i.  333,)  would  make  Tp/efioi/vovroi  tjjs 
2upias  to  be  merely  an  official  title,  and  to  imply  not  that 
Cyrenius  was  then  actually  governor,  but  that  he  had  at 
some  previous  period  of  his  life  filled  the  office.  Having 
been  governor,  the  title  continued  to  cleave  to  him,  and  by 
it  ho  was  generally  designated  and  best  known.  This,  how- 
ever, is  forced. 

But  some  objections  stilt  remain  to  be  considered.  Fii-st, 
that  this  taxing  could  not  have  taken  place  in  Herod's  life- 
time, because  inconsistent  with  the  political  relations  of  hia 
kingdom  to  the  Empire.  It  Still  had  a  nominal  independ- 
ence, and  was  not  converted  into  a  province  till  the  banish- 
ment of  his  son  Arch elaus.  Inthis,  however,  is  little  force.' 
The  relations  between  Rome  and  her  dependent  kingdoms 

1  So  Usher,  Whitby.  Tholuck,  Wieaeler,  Ewald,  Greswcll. 
■  Middleton,  Halefl,  Campbell,  Norton.    So  nmoQg  the  GBrmaQS,  Ebrard, 
Lange,  LichlensteiQ, 
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were  constantly  fluctuating ;  and  what  rights  and  privileges 
she  Bhoulcl  at  any  time  give  them,  was  a  matter  of  policy,' 
Judea  was  well  known  to  Augustus  as  full  of  discontent  and 
sedition,  and  there  can  scarce  be  a  doubt  that  it  was  his 
pnvposo  even  before  Herod's  death  to  reduce  it,  so  soon  as 
circumBtances  pei-mitted,  to  the  rank  of  a  province.  Besides, 
the  personal  relations  of  Augustus  and  Herod  had  a  little 
before  this  become  far  from  fi-iendly,*  and  therefore  the 
former  was  not  likely  to  be  governed  in  his  actions  by  mere 
considerations  of  good  will.  And  Herod  could  offer  no 
effectual  resistance  to  any  measure  the  Emperor  might  pro- 
pose. He  was  now  old  and  greatly  hated  by  the  Jews,  and 
without  Roman  assistance  conld  not  have  been  sure  of  his 
kingdom  for  a  day. 

If,  then,  Augustus  dewgned  this  enrolment  as  only  pre- 
paratoiy  to  taxation,  and  if  Herod  looked  upon  it  as  an 
infiTngement  of  his  royal  rights,  he  conld  only  snbmit.  Re- 
sistance would  only  have  brought  bis  own  downfeU  and  the 
downfall  of  his  family.  And  it  is  most  probable  that  the 
execution  of  the  measure  was  given  chiefly  into  his  bands. 
Two  facte  are  mentioned  by  Josephus,  both  of  which  have 
been  supposed  to  have  some  relation  to  this  taxing.  He 
speaks'  of  an  oath  which  all  the  Jews  were  obliged  to  take, 
giving  assurance  of  their  good  will  to  Cfflsar  and  to  the 
king's  government,  and  which  was  refused  by  six  thousand 
of  the  Pharisees.  This  is  supposed  by  Patritins  (iii.  171) 
to  refer  to  the  taxing  of  Luke.  But  this  took  place  under 
Saturninus  and  before  the  taxing.  He  speaks  also  of  an  in- 
surrection a  little  before  Herod's  death,'  This  insurrection, 
though  the  ostensible  cause  of  it  was  the  erection  of  a  golden 
eagle  over  the  great  gate  of  the  temple,  doubtless  had  far 

'  Aa  to  the  tribute  actually  paid  by  the  Jews  lo  the  Romans,  see  Gres- 
nell,  ii.  375;  and  m  to  the  autonomy  of  Subject  prorinccs,  Mecjraie,  iv.  400. 
'  Josephus,  Antiq.,  16.  fl.  3. 
'  AnUq.,  IT.  2.  i  *  Antiq.,  IT,  fl.  2. 
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deeper  roots,  and  very  probaWy  stood  in.  direct  connection 
witli  the  enrolment,  which  the  insurgents,  who  were  zealots 
for  the  law,  regarded  as  only  a  preliminary  step  to  their 
more  complete  subjugation  to  Rome. 

We  find  also,  in  these  statements  of  Josephus,  an  answer 
to  a  second  objection  that  such  an  enrolment  could  not  have 
taken  place  without  popular  disturbances,  such  as  took 
place  afterward,  and  are  mentioned  by  Luke,  (Acts  v.  37.) 
Both  just  before  aad  after  Herod's  death  were  commotions 
which  showed  that  the  people  at  large  wore  much  disquieted, 
although  there  was  no  general  resistance  to  Roman  rule. 
But  there  was  a  large  pai'ty  who  wished  that  Judea  might 
then  be  made  a  Roman  province,'  and  those  who  were  zeal- 
ous for  national  independence  were  now  by  no  means  so 
numerous  as  a  few  years  later.  The  enrolment,  therefore, 
might  have  been  carried  into  eifect  without  producing  any 
general  rebellion,  however  a  few  excitable  spirits  may  have 
been  aroused  to  resistance. 

The  conspiouona  part  which  Cyrenius  played  in  this  tax- 
ing, so  conspicuous  that  Lube  connects  it  directly  with  his 
name,  will  surpi-iae  no  one  who  considers  the  peculiar  state 
of  political  affairs.  AroheJaus,  the  successor  of  Herod,  re- 
ceived but  halfof  his  father's  territories,  and  that  not  under 
the  name  of  king,  but  of  ethnarch.  He  ruled  only  by  suf- 
ferance, and  was  from  the  beginning  both  hated  and  de- 
spised by  the  Jews.  In  this  condition  of  things,  it  was 
natural  that  the  chief  direction  of  public  matters  should  fall 
into  the  hands  of  the  governor  of  the  adjoining  province. 
Josephus  gives  ample  proof  how  ready  the  Romans  were 
under  Varusjto  interfere  in  Jewish  quarrels,  and  with  what 
contempt  the  Syrian  governors  treated  the  subject  kings 
around  them.'  I^  also,  as  there  is  good  reason  to  believe, 
it  was  the  purpose  of  Augustus  at  the  tirst  favorable  oppor- 

'  Antiq.,  IT.  11.  2.  '  Antiq.,  19.  8.  L 
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tuiiity  to  depose  Arclielaus  and  to  reduce  Judea  to  a  prov- 
ince, we  stall  find  no  difficulty  in  believing  tliat  Cyrenius, 
as  governor  of  Syria,  might  then  have  conducted  the  taxing. 

But  how  is  the  silence  of  Josephua  in  regard  to  this 
matter  to  he  explained  ?  Whatever  may  have  been  his 
motives,  we  find  that,  in  point  of  fact,  he  does  pass  over  the 
whole  period  of  the  rule  of  Archelaus  almost  in  silence, 
He  mentions  no  governor  of  Syria  from  Varus,  '750,  to 
Cyreoius,  ISO,  So  he  wholly  passes  over  the  Parthian  war 
under  Caius  Ciesar.'  This  cannot  have  been  from  ignorance, 
Wieseler  (98)  supposes  that  he  concealed,  so  hs  as  possible, 
all  that  testified  to  the  Messianic  hopes  of  the  Jews  and 
against  their  submission  to  Homan  domination.  His  men- 
tion of  Jadas  of  Galilee,  who  beaded  the  rebellion  at  the 
second  taxing,  is  very  brie£'  Lardner,  (i.  355,)  alluding  to 
this  latter  passage,  supposes  that  Josephus  avoids  the  men- 
tion of  these  contests  between  the  Jews  and  Romans,  be- 
cause the  principles  of  Judas  were  very  popular,  and  he 
must  ofiend  his  countrymen  on  the  one  hand,  or  the  Ro- 
mans on  the  other.  Thus  much  is  pl^n,  that  he  passes  over 
as  lightly  as  possible  every  thing  that  testifies  to  the  degra- 
dation of  his  people.' 

Thus,  in  various  ways,  the  difficulties  connected  with 
the  taxing  may  be  met  (though  it  cannot  be  said  that 
they  are  all  yet  removed),  if  we  assume  that  Cyrenius  was 
but  once  governor  of  Syria.  But  we  have  strong  historical 
evidence  that  he  twice  filled  this  office.  If  this  shall  be 
confinned  by  further  investigations,  all  doubts  as  to  the 
literal  accuracy  of  Luke  will  be  removed. 

Why,  in  Joseph's  journey  to  Bethlehem,  Mary  should 
have  accompanied  him,  is  not  stated  by  the  Evangelist. 
Some  have  supposed  that  she  was  obliged  to  go,  in  order 
to  be  enrolled  ;  but  neither,  according  to  Jewish  or  Romish 
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custom,  was  it  neceasaiy  that  she  should  be  personally  pres- 
ent.' Others  suppose  that  she  possessed  a  little  inheritance 
ia  Bethlehem,  and  so  mast  go  thither."  But  this  is  without 
proof  and  against  probability ;  for,  if  she  had  had  posses- 
sions there,  she  would  scarce  have  heen  compelled  to  go  to 
the  inn.  In  all  likelihood  she  went  with  Joseph  heeause,  at 
this  delicate  and  trying  period,  she  was  unwilling  to  be  left  at 
Nazareth  alone.  That  she  was  aware  of  the  prophecy  that 
the  Messiah  should  be  born  at  Bethlehem  is  not  improb- 
able ;  but  that  she  journeyed  there  with  a  design  thus  to 
ensure  its  fulfilment,'  is  not  consistent  with  the  general 
tenor  of  her  conduct. 

Dec,  749.     5  b.  c. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  JoaopU  and  Mary  at  Bethlehem,   Ll'KE  ii,  S-l 
they  cotild  Gnd  no  room  at  Che  inn,  and  tooli  refuge  in  a 
cottage  where  the  babe  vroa  bom,  and  !uid  in  the  manger. 

The  village  of  Bethlehem,  "  house  of  bread,"  lies  about 
sixmilessouthof  Jerusalemon  the  way  to  Hebron.  There 
was  another  city  or  village  of  this  name  in  Zebulon,  (Josh, 
xix,  15,)  whence  this  is  called,  to  distinguish  it,  Bethlohom- 
Judah.  It  is  not  mentioned  in  the  catalogues  of  the  cities 
of  Judah.  In  Genesis  (xlviii.  7)  it  is  called  Ephrath,  and  in 
Hicah  (v.  2)  Ephratah — an  epithet  given  it  because  of  its 
fruitfulness.  It  appears  in  Scripture  ehieSy  in  connection 
with  the  house  of  David,  and  seems  never  to  have  been  a 
place  of  much  importance.  "  The  Jews  are  very  silent  of 
this  city ;  nor  do  I  remember  that  I  have  read  any  thing  ia 
them  concerning  it  besides  those  things  which  are  produced 
out  of  the  Old  Testament."  '  Micah  speaks  of  it  as  little 
amongst  the  thousands  of  Jiidah.    It  was  hero  that  the 
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fields  of  Boaz  lay,  in  whicli  Ruth  gleaned,  {Ruth,  ii.  4 ;) 
and  here  the  son  of  Obed  was  born.  Hither  came  Samuel, 
and  anointed  the  youthful  David  to  be  the  successor  of 
Saui,  That  the  Messiah  should  be  born  here  was  expressly 
declared  by  the  prophet  Micah,  (v.  2  ;)  and  the  Jews  seem 
to  have  had  no  question  as  to  his  meaning,  nor  ever  to  have 
doubted  the  literal  fulfilment  of  the  prophecy.  (Matt.  ii. 
6  ;  John,  vii.  42.) 

Bethlehem  lies  on  the  eastern  brow  of  a  ridge  that  runs 
from  east  to  west  a  miEe  in  length,  and  is  surrounded  by 
hills.  From  tho  highest  point  of  the  ridge  there  is  an  ex- 
tensive view  toward  the  south  and  east,  in  the  direction  of 
Jericho,  the  Dead  Sea,  and  the  mountains  of  Moab  beyond. 
There  are  deep  valleys  both  on  the  south  and  north  ;  that 
on  the  north  stretches  toward  Jerusalem,  and  in  it  olives, 
figs,  almoud-groYCS,  and  vineyards  are  found.  The  village 
has  one  street^  broad,  but  not  thickly  buUt.  The  present 
inhabitants  are  chiefly  occupied  in  the  manufacture  of  holy 
trinkets  and  relics,  beads,  crosses,  <fec.,  for  the  pilgnms  who 
vidt  Jerusalem. 

The  exact  spot  where  the  Lord  was  bom,  has  been  the 
subject  of  anxious  investigation  and  of  zealous  controversy. 
AH  the  infoimation  upon  this  point  that  the  Scriptures 
give,  is  contained  in  the  words  of  Luke,  that  when  Joseph 
and  Mary  arrived  at  Bethlehem,  they  could  find  no  plae* 
at  the  inn,  or  khan ;  and  that,  when  Jesus  was  born,  she 
was  compelled  to  put  the  new-bom  babe  in  a  manger,  •jtarvrj. 
From  this  statement  some  have  inferred  that  the  manger 
was  in  a  stall  connected  with  the  inn  itself;'  but  this  is 
hai-dly  consistent  with  other  features  of  the  narrative. 
That  the  place  in  which  she  took  refuge  was  a  stall,  or  room 
where  cattle  were  lodged,  may  fairly  be  inferred  from  the 
mention  of  a  manger. 

The  place  now  shown  as  tho  Lord's  birthplace  is  a 

1  Wilson,  LiindsoftheEible,  1.302;  Kilio,  Life  of  Christ,  6S. 
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cave  southeast  from  the  town,  and  now  covered  by  the 
Latin  convent.  The  tradition  that  connects  this  cave  with 
Hia  birth  is  very  ancient.'  Robinson  (ii,  416)  speats  of  it 
as  "  reaching  back  at  least  to  the  middle  of  the  second 
century,"  Justin  Martyr  (150,  a,  d.)  mentions  it;  as  also 
Origen  about  a  hundred  years  later.  Queen  Helena  erected 
a  church  over  it,  (325  a.  d.)  Here  came  Jerome,  (400  a.  d.,) 
and  dwelt  for  many  years.  So  far  then  as  eaily  tradition 
can  authenticate  a  place,  this  seems  well  authenticated.' 
Yet  there  are  objections  which  have  led  many  to  deny  the 
truth  of  the  tradition.'  The  point  then  demands  some  fiir- 
ther  examination. 

The  objection,  that  Luke  says  nothing  of  a  cave,  is  not 
important.  Hia  purpose  is  simply  to  show  the  humble  and 
fiiendless  state  of  the  infant  child,  and  this  is  done  by  the 
mention  of  the  circumstances  that  there  was  no  room  for 
bis  parents  in  the  inn,  and  that  when  He  was  bom  He  was 
laid  in  a  manger.  Any  other  particulars  were  for  his  pur- 
pose unnecessary. 

A  more  important  objection  is  that  drawn  from  the 
fact,  that  tradition  makes  caves  or  grottoes  to  be  the  sites 
of  so  many  remarkable  events.  That,  as  was  long  ago  said  by 
Maundrell,  "  wherever  you  go,  you  find  almost  evei-y  thing 
represented  as  done  under  ground,"  naturally  awakens  our 
incredulity.  Yet,  on  the  other  hand,  they  could  not  have 
been  so  generally  selected  for  such  sites,  unless  there  were 
some  grounds  of  fitness  in  the  selection.  The  scriptures, 
Josephus,  and  all  travellers  speak  of  the  numerous  cavM 
that  are  found  throughout  Palestine.  They  were  used  for 
dwellings,  for  fortresses  and  places  of  refuge,  for  cisterns, 
for  prisons,  and  for  sepulchres.  Travellers  used  thom  as 
inns,  robbers  as  dens,  herdsmen  as  stalls,  husbandmen  aa 

1  See  Thilo.  Codex  Apoc,  i.  3S1,  note. 

'  Sea  a  full  statement  oC  the  evidanM  in  Patiitius,  iii.  SS3. 

'  So  Bitter,  Robinson. 
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granaries.  Many  of  these  caves  were  veiy  large.  One  is 
mentioned  (Judges  xx.  47)  large  enoagh  for  sis  hundred 
men.  Bonar,"  in  reference  to  the  cave  of  Aduliam,  says ; 
"yon  might  spend  days  in  exploring  these  vast  apartments, 
for  the  whole  mountain  seems  excavated,  or  rather  honey 
combed."  Pococte  speaks  of  one  large  enough  for  thirty 
thousand  men. 

These  caves,  so  numerous  in  the  light  limestone  forma- 
tion of  Judea,  and  easily  wrought  into  any  shape,  and  always 
di'y,  were  naturally  thns  appUed  to  many  uses.  We  need 
not  be  surprised  to  find  them  connected  with  many  remark- 
able events,  and  hallowed  by  sacred  associations.  The 
traditions  that  connect  them  with  the  history  of  Jesus  are 
neither  to  he  indiscriminately  received,  nor  indiscriminately 
rejected.  Whether  a  particular  event  did,  or  did  not,  take 
place  in  a  gi'otto  is  to  he  judged  of  according  to  its  intrinsic 
probability,  and  the  amount  of  evidence.  Whilst  no  unpre- 
judiced person  will  be  disposed  to  put  the  site  of  the 
Annunciation  to  Mary,  or  of  the  Agony,  or  of  the  Ascen- 
sion, in  a  cave,  yet  all  recognize  the  cave  as  a  iitting  place 
for  the  sepulchre.  Whether  a  cave  was,  or  not,  the  bu-th- 
place  of  the  Lord,  must  be  judged  of  by  its  oivn  merits. 

Thus  looking  upon  this  tradition,  we  find  no  sufficient 
reason  why  it  should  ho  wholly  rejected.  Probably  there 
is  some  measure  of  truth  in  it.  It  is  indeed  hard  to  believe 
that  the  present  cave,  bo  deep  doivn  and  inaccessible,  could 
ever  have  been  used  as  a  stall  for  cattle.  Perhaps  the  feet 
may  bo  that  this  cave,  in  its  original  shape,  was  connected 
with  a  house  forming  its  rear  apartment,  and  used  as  a 
Stable.  To  this  house  went  Joseph  and  Mary,  when  they 
could  find  no  room  at  the  inn,  and  when  the  child  was  bom, 
it  was  laid  in.  the  manger  as  the  most  convenicot  place. 
Arcnl^  (a.d.  100,y  describing  the  cave  as  it  was  in  his 
day,  says:  "At  the  extreme  eastern  angle  (of  the  ridge) 

1  Land  of  Promise,  E4F!.  "  Early  Travels,  fi. 
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there  ia  a  sort  of  natural  lialf-cave,  tbe  outer  part  of  which 
is  said  to  have  been  the  phice  of  our  Lord's  birth :  the  inside 
is  called  our  Lord's  manger.  The  whole  of  this  cave 
is  covered  within  with  precious  marble."  Willibald  (a.  d. 
722)  says :  "  The  place  where  Chi-ist  was  bom  was  once  a 
cave  under  the  earth,  hut  it  ia  now  a  squai-e  bouse  cut  in 
the  rock,  and  the  earth  is  dug  up  and  thrown  from  it  all 
around,  and  a  church  is  now  built  above  it."  Thus  the 
small  cave  that  originally  existed  in  the  rear  of  the  dwell- 
ing, and  was  used  as  a  stable,  bas  been  gradually  converted 
into  its  present  shape. 

This  view  of  the  matter  is  defended  by  Thomson,  (ii.  533,) 
"It  is  not  impossible,  to  say  the  least,  but  that  the  apart- 
ment in  which  our  Saviour  was  bom  was  in  fact  a  cave.  I 
have  seen  many  such,  consisting  of  one  or  more  rooms  in 
front  of,  and  including  a  cavern  where  the  cattle  were  kept. 
It  is  my  impression  that  the  birth  actually  took  place  in  an 
ordinary  house  of  some  common  peasant,  and  that  the  babe 
was  liud  in  one  of  the  mangers,  such  as  are  sti!l  found  in  the 
dwellings  of  the  farmers  of  thia  region.  That  house  may 
have  stood  where  the  convent  does  now,  and  some  sort  of  a 
cave,  either  natural  or  made  by  digging  the  earth  away  for 
building,  and  for  the  roofs  of  houses,  may  have  been  directly 
below,  or  even  included  within  its  court."  Elsewhere  (ii. 
98)  he  thus  speaks  of  the  manger,  which  he  identifies  with 
the  "crib"  mentioned  by  Isaiah  (i,  3) — "It  is  common 
to  find  two  Mdea  of  the  one  room,  where  the  native  iarmer 
resides  with  his  cattle,  fitted  up  with  these  mangers,  and  the 
remainder  elevated  about  two  feet  higher  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  the  family.  The  mangers  are  built  of  small  stones 
and  mortar  in  the  shape  of  a  box,  or  rather  of  a  kneading- 
trough,  and  when  cleaned  up  and  white-washed,  as  they 
often  are  m  summer,  they  do  very  well  to  lay  little  babes  in. 
Indeed  our  own  children  have  slept  there  in  our  rude  sum- 
mer retreats  on  the  mountains." 
4* 


icioy  Google 


82  THH  LIFE  OF  OUR  LOKD. 

We  iia>  tlien  conclude  that  tradition  has  not  in  this 
CISC  e  d  TJ  e  b  te  of  the  Lord's  bii-thplace  must  long 
have  be  mcmbered  by  the  shepherds,  (Luke  ii  16,)  and 

beea  generally  knonn  in  the  region  round.  But  thepres- 
e  t  cond  t  on  of  tl  cave  is  doubtless  very  unlike  its 
or  g  nil  cond  t  on  It  has  been  greatly  enlarged  and  deep- 
enel,  a  d  space  i  al  a  various  directions  for  the  various 
accessory  gi-ottoes  and  sepulchres  which  are  now  shown. 
In  this  way  all  tbe  statements  of  Luke  can  be  easily  recon- 
ciled with  the  tradition.  Here  was  the  cave  in  the  rear  of 
the  house,  and  used  for  cattle.  In  a  manger,  as  the  most 
ready  and  fitting  pla^e,  the  babe  was  laid.  Hither  came  the 
shepherds,  to  pay  their  adorations,  and  here  probably  still 
later  came  the  Magi.  These  remarkable  events  would  not 
easily  pass  from  men's  memories,  and  some  knowledge  of 
the  spot  where  they  occurred  could  not  well  Lave  escaped 
the  early  disciples.    , 

The  church  that  now  stands  over  the  cave  of  the  na- 
tivity was  built  by  the  Emperor  Justinian  upon  the  site  of 
that  built  by  the  Empress  Helena,  A.  D.  380.'  Adjoining  it 
are  the  Latin,  Greek,  and  Annenian  convents,  whose  monks 
have  a  common  interest  in  it  for  purposes  of  worship.  It  is 
now  mudi  dilapidated,  though,  as  the  oldest  Christian  church 
in  the  world,  it  continues  to  possess  great  architectural  in- 
terest. The  cave  of  the  nativity  is  38  feet  long  by  II  wide, 
and  a  silver  star  in  a  marble  slab  at  the  eastern  end  marks 
the  precise  spot  where  the  Lord  was  bom.  Here  is  the  in- 
scription :  .flic  de  virgine  Maria  Jesus  Ohristus  natus  est. 
Silver  lamps  are  always  buraing  around,  and  an  altar  stands 
near,  which  is  used  in  turn  ty  the  monks  of  the  convents. 
The  manger  in  which  the  Lord  was  laid  was  taken  to  Rome 
by  Pope  Sixtas  V.  and  placed  in  the  church  of  St.  Maria 
Maggiore,  but  its  place  is  supplied  by  a  marble  one.  A  few 

Toblor'3  Bethlehem,  lot 
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feet  opposite,  an  altar  marks  the  spot  where  the  Magi  stood. 
The  wa]ls  ai-e  covered  with  silken  hangings. 

Tiio  usual  exaggeration  of  tradition  may  be  seen  in  the 
many  apocryphal  sites  gathered  around  the  central  one. 
In  adjoining  grottoes  are  shown  the  chapel  of  Joseph  and 
the  chapel  of  the  Innocents,  where  the  children  murdered 
by  Herod  were  buried.  A  stone  is  also  shown  that  marks 
the  spot  where,  in  the  'fii'mament  above,  the  star  stood  stiU 
that  guided  the  Magi  in  their  journey.  Of  more  interest  to 
the  Christian  scholar  is  the  cave,  now  converted  into  a 
chapel,  where  Jerome  lived,  stiidied,  and  prayed.  It  is 
said  by  Stanley,  (436,)  that  dnring  the  invasion  of  Ibrahim 
Pasha  the  Arabs  took  possession  of  the  convent,  and  found 
by  the  removal  of  the  marbles,  &c,  with  which  it  was  en- 
cased, that  the  grotto  of  the  nativity  was  an  ancient  sep- 
ulchre. If  this  were  so,  it  is  highly  improbable  that  Joseph 
and  Mary  would  have  entered  it.  But  the  statement  needs 
confirmation. 

That  the  Lord  was  horn  very  soon  after  their  arrival  at 
Bethlehem,  may  be  fairly  inferred  from  the  fact  that  "  there 
was  no  room  for  them  in  the  inn." 


Dec,  749,     5  B.C. 

The  same  niglit  upon  which  He  was  born,  an  Angel  Luke  ii.  8-20. 
of  the  Lord  appeared  to  some  shepherds,  who  were  keep- 
ing wnCcli  over  their  iloeka,  and  aanounced  to  them  Bis 
birth.      Leaving  their  floclta,  thej  haetened  to  Bethlehem 
to  Bee  the  ehild,  and  finding  Him,  returned  praiamg  God. 

The  bearing  of  the  fact  that  the  shepherds  were  in  the 
field  watching  their  flocks,  upon  the  date  of  the  Lord's 
birth,  has  been  already  examined. 

The  residence  of  the  shepherds  is  not  mentioned,  nor  do 
we  know  the  place  where  they  were  keeping  watch.  It  ap- 
pears to  Lave  been  in  the  vicinity  of  Bethlehem,  and  yet  some 
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little  distance  removed.  There  is  now,  a  mile  or  more  east 
from  the  convent,  a  plain  in  which  is  a  little  village  called  the 
Village  of  the  Shepherds.  Not  far  from  this  village  is  pointed 
out  the  field  where,  it  is  said,  they  were  feeding  their  flocks, 
and  here  is  shown  a  grotto,  called  the  Grotto  of  Ihe  Shep- 
herds. In  this  field  a  church  waa  built  by  the  Empress 
Helena.  In  its  neighborhood  stood  formerly  a  cloister,  but 
now  only  ruins  of  a  church  or  cloister  are  to  be  found.  It  is 
mentioned  by  Bernard,  a.  d.  867.'  "  One  mile  fi.'om  Beth- 
lehem is  the  monastery  of  the  holy  shepherds  to  whom 
the  angel  appeared  at  our  Lord's  nativity."  Tradition 
makes  the  number  of  Shepherds  three  or  four,  and  g^ves 
their  names.* 


Jan. — Feb.,  750.     4  b.  c. 

Upon  the  eighth  daj  following  Hia  birth,  the  Lord  wes   Lcke  il.  21. 
circaniciaed,  and  the  name  Jesus  given  Him.  Torty  days 
after  the  birth,  Mary  presented   herself  with  the  child  Luke  ii.  22-38. 
at  the  Temple  in  accordance  nitli  the  law,  and  after  the 
presentation  retnrned  agdn  to  Bethlehem. 

The  order  of  events  following  Christ's  birth  to  the  time 
He  went  to  reside  at  Nazareth,  is  much  disputed.  The 
chief  point  of  controversy  is  respecting  the  time  of  the  visit 
of  the  Magi.  If  this  can  be  determined,  the  other  events 
may  be  easily  arranged. 

An  early  and  current  tradition  placed  the  coming  of  the 
Ma^  on  the  6th  of  January,  or  on  the  I3th  day  after  His 
birth.'  This  day  was  early  celebrated  as  the  Feast  of  the 
Epiphany,  or  the  manifestation  of  Christ,  and  originally  had 
reference  to  His  birth,  to  the  visit  of  the  Magi,  and  to  His 
baptism.  It  is  now  observed  both  in  the  Greek  and  Roman 
Churches  with  reference  to  the  latter  two  events,  of  M'hich 
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the  adoration  of  the  Magi  is  made  most  prominent.  This  is 
also  the  ease  in  the  Enghsh  and  American  Episcopal 
Churches,  But  the  tradition  did  not  command  universal 
assent.  Eusebins  and  Epiphanius,  reasoning  from  Matt. 
ii.  16,  put  tho  coming  of  the  Magi  two  years  after  His 
birth.  And  others  have  thought  the  6th  January  selected 
for  convenience,  rather  than  as  having  any  direct  chrono- 
logical connection  with  the  event.  The  apocryphal  gospel 
of  the  birth  of  Mary  puts  their  coming  on  the  forty-second 
day,  or  after  the  presentation,  but  some  copies  on  the 
13th.' 

If  we  now  ask  the  grounds  upon  which,  aside  from  this 
tradition,  the  coming  of  the  wise  men  is  placed  so  soon 
after  the  birth,  and  before  the  presentation  in  the  Temple, 
the  more  important  are  these :  first,  that  the  words  tov  Se 
l-qtTov  yevnjdCTTO?,  "  Now  when  Jesus  was  bom,"  (Matt.  ii.  1,) 
imply  that  the  one  event  speedily  followed  the  other,  the 
participle  being  in  the  aoristandnot  in  the  perfect ;  second, 
that  directly  after  the  presentation  Jesus  went  with  His 
parents  to  Nazareth,  (Luke  ii.  39,)  and  that  therefore  the 
presentation  must  have  been  preceded  by  their  visit ;  third, 
that  at  the  coming  of  the  Magi  Herod  first  heard  of  the  birth 
of  Jesus,  but  if  the  presentation  at  the  Temple  had  pre- 
viously taken  place,  he  must  have  heard  of  it,  as  it  had 
been  made  public  by  Anna,  (Lukeii.  38.)  But  none  of  these 
reasons  is  decisive.  There  is  nothing,  as  asserted,  in  the  use 
of  ye>TT)Sen-os,  "  now  when  Jesus  was  bom,"  that  proves  that 
they  came  so  soon  as  He  was  born,  or  that  an  interval  of  two 
months  may  not  have  elapsed."  The  opinion  of  many  of 
the  iathers  that  they  found  Him  still  in  the  manger,  or  stall, 
in  spelunca  ilia  qua  natus  est,  may  be  true,  if  the  manger 
was  in  a  cave  in  the  rear  of  tho  house.  (See  Matt.  ii.  11.) 
The  statement  of  Luke,  that  "  when  they  had  performed 
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all  thinga  according  to  tlie  law  of  the  Lord,  they  returned 
into  Gahlee,  to  their  own  city  Nazareth,"  has  often  been 
interpreted  as  affirming  that  they  went  directly  from 
the  temple  to  Nazareth  without  any  return  to  Bethle- 
hem.' But  this  interpretation  is  arbitrary.  It  is  apparent 
that  Luke  does  not  design  to  give  a  full  history  of  Christ's 
infancy.  He  says  nothing  of  the  Magi,  of  the  murder  of  the 
children,  of  the  flight  into  Egypt.  Whatever  may  have 
been  the  motive  of  this  omission,  which  Alford,  in  common 
with  manyGerman  critics,  ascribes  to  ignorance, nothing  can 
be  infeiTed  from  it  to  the  impugning  of  Matthew's  accuracy. 
His  statement  respecting  the  return  to  Galilee  is  general, 
and  does  not  imply  any  strict  chronological  connection. 
Elsewhere  in  Lute  like  instances  occur,  as  in  iv.  14,  where 
Jesus  Ls  said  to  have  "  returned  in  the  power  of  the  Spirit 
into  Galilee,"  whence  it  would  appear  that  this  return  fol- 
lowed immediately  upon  the  temptation ;  yet  we  know  that 
an  interval  of  several  months  must  have  elapsed.  It  is  the 
feet  that  lEs  childhood  was, passed  at  Nazareth,  which  Luke 
brings  prominently  forward,  not  the  precise  time  when  He 
went  thither,  which  was  unimportant.  It  is  not  inconsistent 
with  his  language  that  Jeans  should  have  returned  to  Beth- 
lehem from  the  Temple,  an  afternoon  walk  of  two  hours, 
and  have  gone  thence  to  Nazareth  by  way  of  Egypt, 
though  had  we  this  gospel  alone,  wo  could  not  infer  this. 
Besides,  it  is  apparent  from  Matthew's  narrative  (ii.  22-3) 
that  Joseph  did  not  design  upon  his  return  from  Egypt  to 
go  to  Galilee,  and  went  thither  only  by  express  divine  di- 
rection. Plainly  he  looked  upon  Bethlehem,  not  Nazareth, 
as  the  proper  homo  of  the  child  who  should  bo  the  heir 
of  David."  And  finally  the  fact  that  Anna  "  spoke  of  Him 
to  all  them  that  looked  for  redemption  in  Jerusalem,"  by 
no  means  shows  that  her  words  came  to  the  ears  of  Herod. 
>  So  early,  Chr^aostom;  and  notv,  A.  Clarke  Had  Mojcr. 
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Tho  num'ber  of  those  wlio  shared  tho  faith  of  Simeon  and 
Anna  was  doubtless  few,  and  the  hirth  of  Jesus  was  not 
an  event  that  they  would  blaaon  abroad  before  the  Phari- 
sees and.  Herod. 

Those  who  thus  place  the  visit  of  the  Magi  before  the 
purification  of  Mary  and  the  presentation  of  Jesus,  are  by 
no  means  agreed  as  to  the  time  of  the  latter  events.  If  the 
visit  of  the  Magi  was  on  the  thirteenth  day  after  His  birth, 
and  the  marder  of  the  children  and  the  flight  into  Egypt 
took  place  immediately  after,  the  purification  must  have  been 
delayed  till  the  return,  and  so  in  any  event  after  the  legal 
time  on  the  fortieth  day.'  To  avoid  this,  some  suppose 
that,  although  the  suspicions  of  Herod  had  been  aroused  by 
the  inquiries  of  the  Magi,  yet  he  took  no  active  measures 
for  the  destruction  of  the  child,  tiU  the  rumor  of  what  had 
taken  place  at  the  Temple  at  the  time  of  the  presentation 
(Luke  ii.  27-33)  reaching  his  ears,  stirred  him  up  to  give 
immediate  order  for  the  murder  of  the  children.'  Others 
still,  making  the  departure  to  Nazareth  to  have  immediately 
followed  the  purification,  are  compelled  to  make  Kaaareth, 
not  Bethlehem,  tho  starting  point  of  the  flight  into  Egypt.' 

The  obvious  difficulties  connected  with  this  traditional 
Tiew  of  the  coming  of  the  wise  men  on  the  thirteenth  day 
after  the  Lord's  birth,  have  led  most  in  modem  times  to  put 
it  after  the  puiiflcation  on  the  fortieth  day.  Some,  who  hold 
that  Jesus  went  immediately  after  that  event  to  Kazareth, 
suppose  that  after  a  short  sojourn  there  He  returned  to 
Bethlehem,  and  there  was  found  by  the  wise  men.'  But 
most  who  put  the  purification  apon  the  fortieth  day,  make 
the  visit  of  the  Magi  to  have  shortly  followed,  and  prior  to 
any  departure  to  Nazareth.'  And  this  order  seems  best  to 
harmonize  the  scripture  narratives.     The  language  of  Luke 

1  Friedlieb,  Bucber.  '  Augxisline,  Scpp,  Alford.  =  Maldonati 

■  Epiphanina,  and  now  Jarvia,  and  Patritius. 
'  Sobiuaon,  Tiscbendorf,  Wieseler,  Licbleastcin. 
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ii.  22,  compared  with  v.  21,  plainly  iiitimatea  that  aa  the 
clrciAmcision  took  place  on  the  eighth,  or  legal  day,  bo  did 
the  preBentation  on  the  fortieth.  Till  this  day,  the  mother 
was  regarded  as  unclean,  and  was  to  abide  at  home,  and  it 
is  therefore  very  improbable  that  the  adoration  of  the  Magi, 
and  especially  the  flight  into  Egypt,  should  have  previously 
taken  place.  Doubtless,  in  case  of  necessity,  all  the  legal 
requisitions  could  have  been  set  aside,  but  this  necessity  iB 
not  proved  in  this  case  to  have  existed.  That  the  purifica- 
tion was  after  the  return  from  Egypt,  is  inconsistent  with 
Matthew's  atateraeiits,  (ii.  22),  that  after  Joseph  had  heard 
that  Arcbelaus  was  reigning  m  Jiidea,  he  was  afrdd  to  go 
thither.  If,  then,  he  dare  not  even  enter  the  kmg>s  territory, 
how  much  less  would  he  dare  to  go  to  Jerusalem,  and  enter 
publicly  into  the  temple.  The  conjecture  of  some,'  that 
Archelaus  was  then  absent  at  Rome,  is  wholly  ivithout 
historic  proof. 

That  Matthew  puts  the  flight  into  Egypt  in  immediate 
connection  with  the  departure  of  the  Magi,  (ii.  13,)  is  plain." 
No  interval  could  have  elapsed  after  their  departure,  for 
it  is  said,  v.  14,  that  he  "took  the  young  child  and  His 
mother  by  night,  and  departed  into  Egypt."  He  went  so 
soon  as  the  angel  appeared  to  him,  apparently  the  same 
night.  We  cannot  then  place  the  history  of  the  purifica- 
tion after  their  departure,  and  before  the  flight  into  Egypt, 
as  is  done  by  Calvin  and  many,  Kor  could  Herod,  after 
his  jealousy  had  been  aroused  by  the  inquiries  of  the  Magi 
after  the  new-bom  King  of  the  Jews,  have  waited  quietly 
several  weeks  till  the  events  at  the  purification  awakened 
his  attention  anew.  He  doubtless  acted  here  with  that 
decision  that  characterized  all  his  movements,  and  seeing 

>  So  Hug. 

'  Alford.  EllicoW  sajs:  "Probably  on  t!ie  same  night  that  the  Magi 
arriTed."  Prom  the  fact  that  Ihej  "were  warned  of  God  in  a  dream," 
jit  may,  however,  be  mferred  Chat  ths  dreaoi  of  Joseph  was  the  Dight  tbl* 
lairiag. 
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himself  mo ckcd  by  the  wise  men,  toot  instant  measures  for 
the  destruction  of  the  child. 

The  fact  that  Mary  offered  the  offering  of  the  poor, 
(Luke  ii,  24,)  may  be  mentioned  as  incidentally  confirming 
this  view ;  for  if  she  bad  received  previously  the  gifts  of  the 
Magi,  particularly  the  gold,  vce  may  suppose  that  she  would 
have  used  it  to  provide  a  better  offering.' 

We  thus  trace  a  threefold  adoration  of  Christ :  1st, 
that  of  the  shepherds;  2d,  that  of  Simeon  and  Anna;  3d, 
that  of  the  Magi;  or  a  twofold  adoration  of  the  Jews,  and 
then  the  adoration  of  the  heathen. 


Soon  after  tb    p                      am  mm  Matt.  ii.  1-12, 

the    East  to  Ivo                      w           K  h    J      . 

Thia  Tisit   excited    h         p                  H      d  wh     m    e 

diligent  inquiries        1:  m    b      b  mg  w   ned  G  d       a 

dream  tliitt  thej    hi                m       ima,  dp       d 
to  tbeir  own  couu      .Ji    h     w 

The  time  of  the  appearingof  the  star  which  led  the  Magi 
to  seek  Jesus,  has  been  already  considered  ;  and  in  the  pre- 
ceding note  the  reasons  have  been  given  why  their  coming 
should  be  placed  after  the  purification  on  the  40th  day. 

It  is  not  said  whence  the  Magi  came,  except  axo  avaro- 
XuM-,  "  from  tho  east."  In  this  phrase  Arabia  may  be  in- 
cluded, though  lying  rather  to  the  south  than  eastof  Judea; 
but  its  more  probable  reference  is  to  the  regions  beyond 
the  Euphrates.  Whether  however  of  these,  Peraa,  or 
Chaldea,  or  Paithia,  may  be  meant,  we  have  no  data  to 
determine.  Some  have  preferred  Persia,  because  this  was 
the  home  of  the  Magian  religion  ;  others  Arabia,  because 
the  gifts  given  were  native  to  that  country,  and  it  was 
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near  to  Juclca,  and  also  because  of  tlie  prediction  of  the 
Psalmist,  (Ixxii.  10,)  that  the  kings  of  Soba  and  Sheba 
should  offer  gifts. 

According  to  Rawlinson,'  Magism  was  not  the  primitive 
religion  of  the  Persians,  but  was  received  among  them 
from  the  Scyths.  Its  chief  feature  was  worship  of  the 
elements.  The  Magi,  distinctively  so  called,  were  a  tribe 
of  the  Medea,  to  whom  were  intrusted  all  the  priestly  func- 
tions connected  with  the  practice  of  that  religion,  holding 
a  relation  to  the  other  tribes  similar  to  that  of  the  tribe 
of  Levi  to  the  Jews.  They  were  astrologers,  and  inter- 
preters of  dreams.  The  name,  at  first  one  of  honor,  lost  in 
later  times  its  significance,  and  was  applied  to  all  who  made 
pretensions  to  supernatural  knowledge,  the  itinerant  con- 
jurors, wizards,  jugglers,  often  spoken  of  by  the  Roman 
writers,  and  mentioned  by  Josephus  and  Luke." 

That  these  astrologers  may  have  had  some  knowledge  of 
Balaam's  prophecy  of  a  star  out  of  Jacob  {K  m  siv  1?) 
is  not  impossible.'  Of  the  prophecies  of  Dn  el  f  on  ll  e 
peculiar  relation  in  which  he  stood  to  tl  e  ^v  so  me  of 
Babylon,  they  could  scarcely  have  been  ignora  it  Thit  a 
general  expectation  pervaded  the  East  that  a  1  ng  sho  1 1 
arise  in  Judea  to  rule  the  world,  seems  well  autl  cnt  cated 
At  least  there  were  great  multitudes  of  Je  \s  m  the  Enot 
and  their  Messianic  hopes  could  hardly  ft  1  to  come  to  tl  e 
knowledge  of  the  Magi.  Accord mg  to  Elhcott,  it  is  most 
probable  that  they  had  learned  of  "prophecies  uttered  in 
their  own  country,  dimly  foreshadowing  this  divine  mys- 

'  Herodotus,  i.  Eeany  v. 

'  See  Trench,  Slar  of  the  Wise  Men,  It  is  aingnlar  fbat  Ligttfoot  shculd 
insist  tbai  it  is  used  here,  hs  well  as  dacnhcre  in  the  Scripture,  in  its  bad 

•  See,  howerer,  Kurti,  Gesch.  des  Alt.  Bund,,  49S. 

•  Suetonius,  Vesp.,  c.  iv. ;  Tacitus,  v.  13.  It  U,  however,  nsacrttd  by 
Giesselcr,  that  both  these  historians  copied  Josephus.  Xeandsr  Epeuks 
doubtiiigly.  '  I2,  note  1. 
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tory."  Some  suppose  these  wise  men  to  have  been  them- 
selves Jews,  but  theii'  question,  "  Where  is  he  that  is  bom 
King  of  the  Jews?"  plainly  implies  that  thej  were  not  of  that 
people.  Aside,  then,  from  any  immediate  supernatural  reve- 
lation to  them,  we  may  infer  that  they  were  in  a  position 
to  interpret  the  appearing  of  the  star  as  connected  with  the 
fulfilment  of  Jewish  prophecies  respecting  the  Messiah,  and 
thus  could  speak  of  it  as  "  His  star,"  Still  there  is  good 
reason  to  believe  that  they  were  taught  of  God  by  special 
revelation  the  meaning  of  the  things  they  saw. 

Of  the  supernatural  chai-aoter  of  this  star  we  have 
already  spoken.  The  part  it  plays  in  guiding  the  wise  men 
on  their  way,  its  appearing  and  disappearing  and  reappear- 
ing, cannot  well  be  explamed  bya  reference  to  the  conjunc- 
tions of  planets,  or  to  the  ordinaiy  movements  of  the  stars. 
It  has  well  been  said  by  one :  PriMer  iUam,  stellm  speaiem 
quce  corpormm  incUavit  obtutum,fiUgenUor  verltatw  radius 
eorum  corcla  perdoeuiC.  And  Augustine  calls  the  star  ma^ 
nifica  lingua  oceli. 

Many  traditions  have  been  current  in  the  Church  re- 
specting these  Magi.'  They  were  said  to  be  three  in  num- 
ber ;  they  were  kings,  one  of  Arabia,  one  of  Godolia  or 
Saba,  and  one  of  Tharsis  ;  their  names  Melchior,  Balthasar, 
Caspar ;  they  were  baptized  by  St.  Thomas,  their  bones 
were  gathered  by  St.  Helena  and  buried  at  St.  Sophia  in 
Constantinople,  and  were  finally  removed  to  Cologne,  where 
they  now  lie,' 

If  the  Magi  came  from  beyond  the  Euphrates,  they 
probably  came  by  way  of  Damascus  and  thence  to  Jerusa- 
lem. In  returning,  they  may  have  gone  south  of  the  Dead. 
Sea  to  Petra,  and  thence  have  crossed  the  Euphrates. 

I  Hofmnnn,  120. 

'  Hiliiesheim.die  Legende  von  den  heiligendrci  Kaaigen.HortzogEncye., 
ii.  503.  For  a  full  discussion  of  all  theso  tractions,  soe  Spanheim,  Dabia 
Evaiigelica,  ii.  STl,  and  Fatrifius,  iii.  S18, 
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Feb— M^T  7^0     4  e  ( 

Immediately  after  the  r  dcpa  ture  Jasq  h   wirned  by  Matt,  ii,  13-15. 
God  in  a  dream,  takea  Mary  and  Jesug  and  goes  down 
into  Egypt.     Herod,  eo  "oon  as  to  flnils  1:  msilf  rootked  Matt.  ii.  16-18. 
by  the  wise  men,  givei  otdtca  that  all  tl  e  childien  in 
Bethlehem  of  two   years  and  under  be  slnui.      Joseph 
with  Mary  and  Jesua  remains  in  Egypt  till  he  hears  through  MAir.  Ii.  10-23. 
an  angelic  raesaeiiger  of  Herod's  death.     He  designs  to  re- 
turn to  Judeo,  but  is  directed  by  God  to  go  to  Nazareth,  LuKB  ii.  39-40. 
where  the  Lord  remains  during  His  ohildhood  and  youth. 

The  time  of  the  sojourn  in  Egypt  was  not  probaMy  of 
long  duration,  although  extended  by  eomo  of  the  early 
■writers  to  several  years.  In  the  Gospel  of  the  Infancy  it 
is  stated  at  three  years ;  in  the  History  of  Joseph  at  one 
year  ;  in  Tatian'a  Harmony  at  seven  years  ;  by  Epiphanius 
at  two  years.  Athanasius  makes  Jesus  four  years  old  when 
He  came  from  Egypt ;  Baronius  eight  yeai-s.  In  modem 
times  those  who  put  the  Lord's  birth  one  or  more  years 
before  Herod's  death,  prolong  correspondingly  the  sojourn 
in  Egypt,  some  one,  some  two,  some  three  yeare,'  But 
if  his  birth  be  placed  late  in  749,  as  we  place  it,  His  return 
from  Egypt  must  have  been  in  the  early  summer  of  ?S0, 
Lardoer,  (i.  358,)  after  Kepler,  has  attempted  to  show  from 
the  expression  of  the  angel,  (Matt,  ii.  20,)  "  they  are  dead 
that  sought  the  young  child's  life,"  that  Antipater  was  in- 
cluded with  Herod,  and  as  be  had  been  at  enmity  with  his 
father  for  near  a  year,  that  the  attempt  upon  His  life,  and 
the  murder  of  the  Innocents  must  have  been  so  long  before 
Herod's  death.    But  this  is  doing  violence  to  the  expression.' 

Joseph  was  to  remain  in  Egypt  till  Gtod  should  send 
him  word,  and  this  word  was  sent  apparently  so  soon  as 
perod  died.     Oonsideiing  how  numerous  were  the  Jews  in 

'  Patritius,  Sepp,  Jarvis.  "  See  Trench,  Star,  107 ;  Mi^yer  in  loco. 
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Egypt,  and  the  constant  communication  between  the  two 
countries,  the  news  of  Herod's  death  must  soon  have 
reached  him  in  the  ordinary  way ;  hut  it  was  first  made 
known  to  him  by  the  angel,  and  no  long  interval,  therefore, 
could  liave  elapsed.  That  he  made  no  delay  hut  hastened 
his  return,  is  implied  in  the  feet  that  he  did  not  know  that 
Archelaus  was  Herod's  successor  till  he  came  to  the  land  of 
Israel.  We  infer,  then,  that  the  return  was  in  the  summer 
of  760,  after  a  sojourn  of  three  or  four  months.' 

Tradition  marks  out  the  route  which  Joseph  took  into 
Egypt  to  have  been  by  way  of  Hebron,  Gaza,  and  the 
desert ;  which,  as  the  most  direct  way,  is  very  likely  the 
true  one.  At  Hebron  is  still  pointed  out  upon  a  hill  the 
spot  where  the  femily  rested  at  night,  and  a  similar  one  at 
Gaza.  Probably  near  a  fortnight  was  occupied  in  the 
journey.  The  place  of  their  sojourn  in  Egypt  was  the 
village  Metariyeh,  not  far  from  the  city  of  Hcliopolis  on 
the  way  toward  Cairo.  An  old  sycamore  is  still  shown 
as  that  under  which  they  rested  tn  their  journey.'  It  is 
probable  that  many  Jews  dwelt  at  this  time  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Heliopolis,  which  may  explmn  the  choice  of  a 
village  in  its  vicinity  as  their  place  of  refuge.  Another 
tradition,  however,  makes  them  to  have  left  Metariyeh,  and 
to  have  dwelt  at  Memphis,'  The  temple  built  by  Onias 
ahout  150  n.c.  at  Leontopolis  still  continued  to  be  a  much 
frequented  place  of  worship  to .  the  Egyptian  Jews,  of 
whom  Lightfoot  says,  "  there  was  an  infinite  nuraher  at 
this  time." 

"  According  to  Greswell,  7  monilis;  to  Lichtenstein,  4-5iveelts;  to  Wiese- 
ler  and  Ellicatt,  2-S  weeks.  Pntritina,  ili.  40S,  argues  thai  the  return  was 
during  the  little  iuteiTal  when  Archelaus  ruled  us  king,  or  from  the  deatli  of 
his  father  to  his  departure  to  Rome,  whither  he  went  to  obtain  tho  confirma- 
tion of  Herod's  will.  This  would  make  it  to  have  been  early  in  April,  760. 
It  may,  however,  be  doubted  whetlier  the  expression  of  Matthew,  ii,  fiS,  that 
"  Archeiaua  did  reign,"  is  not  pressed  too  far. 

'  Kitto,  Life  of  Christ,  139.  s  Thilo,  Coder  Apoe.,  &8 
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From  the  neanicsa  of  Betblohem  to  Jerusalem,  Herod 
doubtless  learned  very  early  after  the  departure  of  the 
Magi  that  they  had  deceived  him,  and  that  thi'ough  them 
he  coald  not  discover  the  new-bom  child.  But  as  he  had 
already  diligently  inquired  of  them  what  time  the  star  ap- 
peared, he  thought  to  accomplish  his  purpose  by  ordering 
that  all  the  male  children  from  two  years  old  and  under,  in 
Bethlehem  and  its  environs,  should  be  put  to  death.  The 
trnth  of  the  narrative  has  been  often'  questioned,  and  on 
various  grounds.  The  only  important  objection,  however, 
is  that  springing  from  the  silence  of  Josephus,  who,  it  is 
said,  must  have  mentioned  an  event  so  peculiar  and  cruel.' 
The  common  answer  to  this,  that  among  the  many  insane 
and  fiendish  acts  of  cruelty  that  marked  the  last  days  of 
Herod,  this  might  be  easily  overlooked,  is  amply  sufficient.' 
The  expresMon,  "  from  two  years  old  and  under,"  is  am- 
biguous. According  to  Campbeli,  "  Only  those  beginning 
the  second  year  are  included."  Greswell  alsofimitsit  to 
the  age  of  thirteen  months.  If  it  be  thus  confined,  the 
number  of  the  children  murdered  is  much  diminished. 
But  under  any  circumstances  it  could  not  have  been  large. 
Sepp,  supposing  the  whole  number  of  inhabitants  of  Beth- 
lehem and  its  coasts  to  bo  5,000,  would  make  the  male 
children  of  this  age  about  ninety ;  but  this  is  a  large  esti- 
mate. Townsend,  making  the  inhabitants  to  be  2,00&, 
makes  50  children  to  have  been  slain.  Some  would  reduce 
the  number  to  ten  or  fifteen.'  Voltaire,  after  an  old  Greek 
tradition,  would  make  it  14,000,  In  peaceful  times,  such 
an  act  as  this,  even  if  executed  as  this  probably  was,  in 
seci^ecy,  would  have  excited  general  indignation  when  it 
became  known ;  but  now  the  Jewish  people  had  so  long 
"  supped  with  horrors,"  and  were  so  engrossed  in  the  many 
perils  that  threatened  their  national  existence,  that  this 

'  Meyer  in  loco.  '  Winer,  i.  483.  '  Winer,  i.  433 ;  Morrisoa. 
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passed  by  comparatively  unnoticed.  Such  a  deecl — ^from  a 
man,  of  whom  Josephas  says,  tliat  "  he  was  brutish  and  a 
stranger  to  all  humanity,"  who  had  murdered  his  wife  and 
his  own  children,  and  who  wished  in  his  dying  rage  to  de- 
stroy all  the  chief  men  of  his  kingdom,  that  there  might  he 
SI  general  mourning  at  his  funeral — could  have  awakened  no 
surprise.  It  was  wholly  in  keeping  with  his  reckless  and 
savage  character  ;  but  one,  and  by  no  means  the  greatest 
of  his  crimes.  It  is  therefore  possible  that  it  may  never 
have  come  to  tho  knowledge  of  the  Jewish  historian,  writing 
so  many  years  after  the  event. 

If,  however,  Josephus  was  aware  of  this  atrocity,  it  by 
no  means  follows  that  he  would  have  mentioned  it.  With 
the  reasons  for  his  silence  we  are  not  piirticularly  con- 
cerned. It  may  he,  as  some  say,'  that  he  purposely  avoided 
every  thing  that  drew  attention  to  the  Messianic  hopes  of 
his  people  ;  or,  as  others,'  that  "  he  could  not  mention  it 
without  giving  the  Christian  cause  a  great  advantage." 
But  whatever  his  motives,  his  silence  cannot  invalidate  the 
statement  of  Matthew,  except  with  those  who  will  not 
credit  an  Evangelist  unless  corroborated  by  some  Jewish 
or  heathen  author. 

There  are  some'  who  think  that  the  sedition  of  Judas 
and  Matthias'  occurred  at  this  very  time,  and  was  con- 
nected with  the  visit  of  the  Magi.  The  inquii-ies  of  these 
strangers  for  the  King  of  the  Jews,  aroused  into  immediate 
activity  the  fiery  zealots,  and  a  report  of  the  king's 
death  finding  credence,  they  attacked  at  noon  day  the 
golden  eagle  he  had  placed  over  the  temple  gate.  About 
40  of  them  being  arrested  were  burned  with  fire.  Ex- 
asperated at  this  bold  sedition,  and  aware  of  the  cause,  the 
Jdng  gave  orders  for  the  slaughter  of  the  children  at  Beth- 
lehem,    Of  these  two  acts  of  this  tragedy,  Matthew  relates 
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only  that  with  which  ho  waa  concerned,  that  which  took 
place  at  Bethlehem ;  and  Josephus  that  which  concerned 
the  general  history  of  affairs.  The  silence  of  the  one  is  no 
disproof  of  the  other. 

The  objection  of  ilase  and  Meyer,  that  this  murder  of 
the  children  was  both  snpei'fluous  and  unwise,  may  be  veiy 
true,  but  does  not  affect  the  historic  truth  of  the  event. 
The  silence  of  heathen  historians  respecting  it  is  ■wholly 
unimportant.  Judea  did  not  hold  so  high  a  place  in  their 
estimation  that  they  should  trouble  themselves  about  its 
interaal  history,  so  little  intelJigible  to  a  stranger.  Herod's 
name  is  occasionally  mentioned  by  them  in  connection  with 
Roman  matters,  and  there  is  in  one  a  brief  allusion  to  the 
trial  and  death  of  his  sons,  but  nothing  more.  The  well- 
known  jest  of  Augustus,  preserved  by  Macrobius,'  might 
be  cited  if  it  could  be  shown  that  he  had  borrowed  nothing 
from  Christian  sources.  He  says :  "  When  Augustus  had 
heard  that  among  the  children  under  two  years  old,  intra 
iimatum,  which  Herod  had  commanded  to  be  slain  in 
Syria,  his  own  son  had  been  killed,  he  said  it  is  better  to 
be  Herod's  swine  than  his  son."  The  expression,  "  two 
yeai-s  old,"  points  too  directly  to  Matthew  to  allow  us  to 
suppose  that  it  had  an  independent  origin,  although  the 
words  of  Augustus  may  be  literally  given.  Most  agree 
that  it  is  of  no  historical  value." 

It  would  be  strange  indeed  that  while  oriental  history  is 
full  of  such  deeds  of  cruelty,  which  are  believed  upon  the 
authority  of  a  single  writer,  the  statement  of  the  Evangelist 
should  be  disbelieved,  though  confirmed  by  all  that  we 
know  of  the  character  of  the  chief  actor,  and  of  the  history 
of  the  times,  A  like  mle  applied  to  general  history  would 
leave  not  a  few  of  its  pages  empty. 

'  Sai,  ii.  2. 

3  So  Lardner,  Ueyer,  Treucb,  Alford.  See,  bovrever,  Mill,  2S4;  HlUcott, 
ra,  Holes. 
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When  directed  to  go  into  Egypt,  Joseph  was  not  told 
to  what  place  he  should  return,  (Matt.  ii.  13,)  nor  after- 
ward, when  directed  to  return,  was  the  place  designated, 
(v.  20.)  It  is  plain,  however,  that  he  did  not  design  to  re- 
turn to  Nazareth.  Ho  evidently  regarded  Bethlehem,  the 
city  of  David,  the  proper  place  in  which  to  rear  the  son  of 
David.  The  province  of  Galileo  was  politically  of  little 
weight,  and  ecclesiastically  it  was  despised ;  snd  Nazareth 
was  one  of  its  most  inconsiderable  villages,  to  say  nothing 
of  the  bad  name  it  seems  to  have  borne.  He  naturally 
supposed  that  Ho  who  was  of  the  tribe  of  Judah  should 
dwell  in  the  land  of  Judah,  the  most  religious,  most  sacred 
part  of  Palestine ;  and,  as  the  promised  Messiah,  should  be 
brought  aa  near  as  possible  to  the  theocratic  centre,  whore 
He  might  have  frequent  intercourse  with  the  priests  and 
rabbins,  and  be  educated  under  the  very  shadow  of  the 
temple.  Only  through  a  special  command  of  God,  was  he 
led  to  return  with  Jesas  to  Galilee ;  and  that  he  made  hia 
abode  in  the  obscure  valo  of  Nazareth,  can  only  be  explain- 
ed by  the  fact,  of  which  Matthew  is  wholly  silent,  that  this 
had  been  his  earlier  residence  as  related  by  Luke. 

How  diverse  the  opinions  of  harmonists  have  been,  in 
regard  to  the  order  of  events  of  the  Lord's  infancy,  wiil 
appear  by  a  comparison  of  their  several  arrangements.  We 
give  such  as  best  present  this  diversity:  EpiPHANirs. 
Birth.  Circumcision  on  8th  day.  Presentation  on  40th. 
Departure  to  Nazareth  and  sojourn  there  two  years.  Re- 
turn to  Bethlehem.  Coming  of  Magi.  Flight  to  Egypt 
and  sojourn  there  three  years.  Return  toGalilee.  Light- 
foot.  Birth.  Circumcision  on  8th  day.  Presentation,  40th 
day.  Return  to  Bethlehem  and  sojourn  there  till  two  years 
of  age.  Coming  of  Magi,  Flight  into  Egypt  and  sojourn 
there  three  or  four  months.  Return  to  Galilee.  Chem- 
NiTius.  Birth,  Circumcision  on  8th  day.  Coming  of  Magi 
just  before  the  ftesentation.    Presentation  on  40th  day. 
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Fliyht  into  Egypt  and  sojourn  there  four  years.  Return  to 
Galilee,  Sepp.  Birth,  Circumcision  on  8th  day.  Coming 
of  Magi,  13th  day.  Presentation,  40th  day.  Flight  Into 
Egypt  aud  sojourn  there  two  yeara.  Return  to  Gaiilee. 
Feiedlieb.  Birth.  Circumcision  on  8th  day.  Coming 
of  Magi  on  13th.  Flight  into  Egypt  and  sojourn  there 
three  or  four  months.  Keturn  to  Judea,  Presentation. 
Departure  to  Nazareth.  Wieseusk.  Birth.  Circumcision 
on  8th  day.  Presentation  on  40th.  Coming  of  Magi. 
Flight  into  Egypt  and  sojourn  there  two  or  throe  weeks. 
Return  to  Galilee, 

In  the  Tillage  of  Nazareth  the  Lord  spent  the  larger 
part  of  his  earthly  life,  and  it  therefore  deserves  our  spe- 
cial notice.  Hia  residence  here  being  brought  by  Matthew 
into  direct  connection  with  the  Old  Testament  prophecy, 
the  etymology  of  the  name  has  been  much  discussed.'  By 
many  it  is  derived  from  Netser,  the  Hebrew  for  aprout,  or 
twig,  either  because  of  so  many  thickets  upon  the  adjoining 
hills,  or  because  the  vill^e  itself  was  small  and  feeble,  like 
a  tender  twig,'  So  Jesus  is  called  (Isaiah  xi  1)  a  Branch, 
Others  derive  it  from  Notser,  that  which  guai-ds  or  keeps ; 
hence  Nazareth,  the  protecting  city.'  Others  still  derive 
it  from  Nezer,  to  separate.'  Jerome  interpreted  it  as 
meaning  a  flower,  Ibimus  ad  Nazareth,  eijttxta  interpre- 
tationem  nominis  ^us,  J^orem  mdebimus  GaUIm ;  refer- 
ring, as  would  appear  from  bis  language  elsewhere,  to 
Jesus  as  the  Branch,  or  Flower  from  the  roots  of  Jease.  It 
is  noticeable  that  travellers  speak  of  the  great  quantity  of 
flowers  now  seen  there.'  The  present  name  in  Arabic  is  En 
N&sirah. 

Nazareth  lies  in  a  small  valley  a  little  north  of  the  great 

'  SeeMejerin  loco.  '  Winer,  ii.  14fii  IlengEt,  Christology,  ii.  109. 

'  See  Riggenbaoh,  Stnd.  u.  Krit,  1855. 

*  Ligbtfoot  anfi  Benge!  in  loco. 

'  Stanley,  S59.    The  subject  ia  ciiscuSBcd  by  Mill,  335. 
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pl^ii  of  Esdraelon,  from  which  it  is  reached  by  very  rocty 
and  precipitous  paths.  Its  elevation  above  the  plain  is 
estimated  to  be  from  300  to  350  feet.  Bonar(398)  speaits 
of  the  main  road  "  as  little  better  than  a  succession  of  rocky 
slopes  or  le'lgea,  rugged  with  holes  and  stones.  Yet  this 
was  the  old  road  to  Nazareth.  There  could  bo  no  other 
from  this  side,  so  that  one  travelling  from,  the  south  must 
have  taken  it."  The  valley  runs  northeast  and  southwest, 
and  is  about  a  mile  long  and  a  quai-ter  of  a  mile  broad. 
Around  it  rise  many  small  bills  of  no  great  height,  tho 
highest  being  on  the  west  or  southwest  They  are  of 
limestone,  and  give  to  the  scenery  a  grayish  tint,  and  are 
covered  thickly  with  shrubs  and  trees.  "  The  white  rocks 
all  around  Nazareth  give  it  a  peculiar  aspect.  It  appears 
dry  and  tame,  and  this  effect  Is  increased  by  the  trees  being 
powdered  over  with  dust  during  tho  summer  season.  The 
heat  was  very  great,  and  the  gleam  from  tbe  rocks  painful 
to  tbe  eye  The  ajpcr  udgcs  of  the  hills  were,  as  is 

iiiual  m  this  worn  out  land  graj  and  bare  but  tbe  lower 
slopes  ind  dells  and  hollo^is  were  gieen  sprinkled  not 
scintily  Ttitb  the  oli^e  tie  fig  the  irii,kly  pear,  and  the 
larab  wh  le  m  the  gardens  the  usual  onental  fruit  trees 
show  ed  themseh  es     " 

The  vilHgo  itself  1  es  on  tl  e  w  estein  tile  of  the  valley 
upon  tho  sido  of  the  lill  The  boises  ire  in  general  of 
stone,  and  more  substantuUj  bwilt  than  most  of  the  towns 
of  the  region,  and  from  their  whiteness  it  has  been  called 
tbo  white  city ; '  tbe  streets  or  lanes  are,  however,  narrow 
and  filthy.  Porter  (ii.  859)  speaks  of  it  "  as  built  on  tbe  side 
ofthe  highest  bill;  on  the  north  the  side  of  the  hill  ia  steep, 
and  where  it  joins  the  plain  is  seamed  by  three  or  four  ra- 
vines, and  onthe  lower  decli  vitiesof  the  ridges  between  them 
stands  the  village  of  Nazareth.    This  therefore  is  '  the  hill 

1  Mission  of  Inquiry,  SOfl.  '  Boaar.  ' 
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■whereon  the  city  was  tuilt,'  (Luke  iv,  29.)  The  houses  in 
some  places  seem  to  cling  to  the  sides  of  the  precipices,  in 
others  they  nestle  in  glens,  and  in  others  again  they  stand 
boldly  out  oyerlooting  the  valley."  The  present  number 
of  inhabitants  is  variously  estimated :  by  Eobioson  at  3,000, 
by  Porter  at  4,000,  by  Lynch,  5,000,  by  others  much 
leas. 

Nazareth  is  not  mentioned  in  the  Old  Testament,  nor 
bj  Joaephns,  from  which  we  may  conclude  that  it  was  a 
place  of  no  importance.  Although  so  intimately  connected 
with  the  life  of  Jesus,  and  therefore  so  prominent  in  the 
Gospels,  it  is  not  mentioned  by  any  Christian  writer  prior 
to  Eusebius  in  the  4th  century,  nor  does  it  seem  to  have 
been  visited  by  pilgrims  till  the  sixth.'  After  this  time  it 
became  one  of  the  most  famous  among  the  holy  places.  In 
the  7th  century  two  churches  are  mentioned,  one  on  the 
site  of  Joseph's  house,  and  the  other  on  the  site  of  the 
house  where  Gabriel  appeared  to  Mary.'  During  the  Cru- 
sades it  was  made  the  seat  of  a  bishopric.  It  was  destroyed 
about  A.  D.  1200,,  by  the  Saracens,  and  for  300  or  400  years 
seems  to  have  been  inhabited  chiefly  by  Mohammedans, 
and  very  little  visited  by  pilgrims.'  One  of  the  churches 
was  rebuilt  in  1820  by  the  Franciscans,  who  added  to  it  a 
cloister.  Nazareth  was  for  some  time,  and  is  now,  the 
seat  of  a  Greek  titular  bishop. 

All  travellers  agree  in  praiang  the  extent  and  beauty 
of  the  prospect  from  the  top  of  the  hill  northwest  of 
Nazareth.  It  is  surmounted  by  the  tomb  of  a  Mohamme- 
dan saint,  and  is  about  400  or  500  feet  above  the  valley.* 
To  the  north  is  seen  the  wide  plain  of  el  Buttauf,  running 
from  east  to  west,  having  Cana  of  Galilee  upon  its  northera, 

■  Robinson,  ii.  S41.  ^  Arculf,  Eady  Tmvela,  9. 

'  Early  Travels,  46  and  298, 

*  So  Bobioson,  iL.  £33,  note,  ScUubert  makes  it  TOO  or  SOOfeet  above 
Kaiaretb. 
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and  Sepphoris  upon  its  southern  border,  and  beyond  it  rise 
in  parallel  ridges  the  hills,  one  behind  another,  to  the  heights 
of  Safed.  To  the  northeast  Hermonis  seen,  and  eastward 
the  ranges  of  Bashan  beyond  the  Sea  of  Gralilee,  whilst 
Tabor  lies  between  it  and  the  sea.  To  the  southeast 
stretch  Little  Hermon  and  Gilboa  in  parallel  lines.  On  the 
south  lies  the  great  plain  of  Esdraolon,  bounded  southward 
by  the  hills  of  Samaria  and  the  long  line  of  Carmel.  Over 
the  broken  ridges  that  join  Carmel  to  Samaria,  is  seen  the 
Mediterranean  far  to  the  southwest,  and  the  eye  following 
the  summits  westward  reaches  the  high  promontory  where 
Carme!  ends  upon  the  shore  ;  from  this  point  is  seen  the 
unbroken  expanse  of  water  many  miles  to  the  north.  This 
view  is  said  by  Porter  (ii.  263)  to  be  the  richest,  and  per- 
haps also  the  most  extensive,  which  one  gets  in  all  Pales- 
tine, and  to  surpass  that  from  Tabor,' 

That  Nazareth,  from  some  cause,  had  at  the  time  when 
the  Lord  resided  in  it  an  evil  name,  appears  plainly  from 
John  i.  46,'  The  objection  of  Nathanael  was  not  merely 
that  it  was  in  Galilee,  and  that  the  Messiah  could  not  come 
out  of  Galilee,  (John  vii,  41,)  but  he  refers  specially  to 
Nazareth.  Nor  was  it  that  it  was  a  little  village,  for  so 
was  Bethlehem.  The  obvious  import  is,  that  Naaareth 
was  in  ill-repute  throughout  the  province,  and  of  this  Na- 
thanael, who  was  from  Cana  but  a  3ittle  way  distant,  was 
well  aware.  This  is  coniirmed  by  the  revengeful  and  cruel 
treatment  of  the  Lord  when  he  first  preached  to  the  in- 
habitants, (Luke  iv.  28,  29.) 


April  8,  761.     A.  d.  8. 

From  Nazareth,  at  the  age  of  twelve,  the  Lord  goes  up  Luke  ii.  41-5 
for  the  first  time  to  Jerusalem  to  keep  the  Passover.   After 
the  expiration  of  the  feast  He  remained  behind  to  converse 
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iri(li  tbe  doctors,  and  was  found  in  the  temple  three  dafs  Ltfke  ii,  41-E2. 
after  by  His  parents.    Ketuniing  to  Nazareth,  He  dwelt 
there  in  rctu'ement  till  Hie  time  came  tbat  He  should  enter 
upon  His  public  work. 

Supposing  the  Lord  to  have  been  born  in  seven  hundred 
and  forty-nine,  the  year  when  He  went  up  with  His  parents 
to  the  Passover  was  seven  hundred  and  sixty-one,  and  the 
feast  began  on  the  8th  April,  His  presence  at  the  Passover 
at  the  age  of  twelve,  was  in  aeeordaneo  with  Jewish  custom. 
At  that  ago  the  Jewish  boys  began  to  bo  instructed  in  the 
law,  to  be  subject  to  the  fasts,  and  to  attend  regularly  the 
feasts,  and  were  called  the  sons  of  the  Law.^  This,  however, 
is  called  in  question  by  Greswell,  (i.  396,)  who  asserts  that 
boys  did  not  become  subject  to  ordinances,  till  they  had 
reached  the  age  of  fourteen  years,  and  that  the  purpose 
for  which  Jesus  was  now  taken  up  was  not  to  celebrate  the 
Passover,  but  to  be  "  made  a  disciple  of  the  Law,  and  to 
undergo  a  ceremony,  something  like  to  our  conBrmation.'* 
He  sees  in  this  the  explanation  of  the  Lord's  presence  in  the 
midst  of  the  doctors.  It  is  not  pi-ohable  that  up  to  this  time 
Jesus  had  accompanied  His  pai'ents  to  Jerusalem  to  any  of 
the  festivals.  Of  all  that  passed  betwcenHira  and  the  Rab- 
bis, a  full  account  may  bo  found  in  the  Apocryphal  Gospel 
of  the  Infency.'  It  needs  no  proof  that  on  this  occasion 
He  was  not  taking  upon  Himself  the  part  of  a  teacher,  nor 
asMng  questions  for  disputation,  but  was  seeking  to  loarn 
the  truth  from  those  who  were  appointed  of  God  to  be  the 
teachers  of  the  Law.  Where  He  was  sitting  with  the  doc- 
tors is  uncertain.  Lightfoot,  (in  loco,)  after  discussing  the 
point,  says :  "  There  is  nothing  absurd  in  it  if  we  should  sup- 
pose Christ  gotten  into  the  very  Sanhedrim  itself.  Thither 
Joseph  and  His  mother  might  come,  and  seeking  Him, 
might  find  Him  on  the  benches  of  the  lathers  of  the  coun- 

'  Meyer  in  loco;  Sepp,  ii.  1J2.  '  See  Hofmann,  2S9. 
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oil  for  that  time,  they  having  found  Him  so  capable  both 
to  propound  questions  and  answer  thom." 

The  three  days  that  elapsed  before  His  parents  found 
Jesus,  may  be  thus  computed ;  thefirst.that  of  their  departure 
from  Jerusalem ;  second,  the  day  of  their  return ;  third,  the 
day  when  He  was  found :  or,  if  we  exclude  the  day  of  de- 
parture— first,  the  day  of  their  return ;  second,  the  day  of 
seareli  in  Jerusalem ;  third,  the  day  when  He  was  found. 
Some,  with  much  less  probability,  count  three  days  from  the 
day  of  their  return.  That  He  might  very  easily  be  separated 
fiom  them  without  any  culpable  carelessness  on  their  part, 
appears  from  the  great  multitudes  that  were  present,  and  the 
confasion  that  would  necessarily  prevail  at  such  a  time. 
Tradition  makes  Beer  or  El  Bireh  to  have  been  the  place 
where  His  parents  spent  the  first  night,  and  where  they 
missed  their  son.  "  The  place  where  Christ  was  first  missed 
by  His  parents  is  commonly  shown  at  this  day  to  travel- 
lers, by  the  name  of  Beer,  but  ten  miles  from  tbe  city." ' 
As  is  well  known,  the  first  day's  journey  of  a  company  of 
eastern  travellers  is  always  short.  "  On  that  day  it  is  not 
customary  to  go  more  than  six  or  eight  miles,  and  tbe  tents 
are  pitched  for  the  £i-st  night's  encampment,  almost  within 
sight  of  the  place  from  which  the  journey  commences." ' 
That,  lea\mg  Jeiusalcm  in  the  afternoon  with  the  crowd  of 
Gablean  pil^iims,  Mary  and  Joseph  should  have  lost  sight 
of  Jesus  foi  three  oi  four  hours,  and  yet  not  have  felt  any 
alarm,  aapposmg  Him  to  have  been  somewhere  in  the  com- 
pany, piesents  no  difficulty.' 

How  the  eighteen  years  of  the  Lord's  life  passed  at 
Nazareth  were  spent,  we  have  no  means  of  determining. 
The  Evangelists  have  maintained  upon  this  point  entire 
silence.    It  is  most  probable  that  He  was  taught  His  father 

1  Liglitfool.  '  Hacketf,  Scrip.  HI-,  12. 

s  As  to  tbe  more  distingaiahed  Eabbis  w&om  the  Loni  may  have  met  at 
this  time,  see  Sepp,  ii.  178. 
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Joseph's  trade,  according  to  the  settled  custom  of  the  Jews 
to  bring  up  their  sons  to  some  trade  or  art.'  This  is  very 
pl^nly  taught  in  the  question  of  the  inhabitants  of  Nazareth, 
"  Is  not  this  the  carpenter  ?  "  which,  as  Alford  remarks, 
"  signiiics  that  the  Lord  had  actually  worJce<l  at  the  trade 
of  His  repated  father."  Justin  Martyr  (100-150  a.  d.) 
says  that  "  Christ  being  regarded  as  a  worker  in  wood,  did 
make,  while  among  men,  ploughs  and  yokes,  thus  setting 
before  them  symbols  of  righteousness,  and  teaching  an 
active  life." '  That  this  was  His  occupation  seems  to  have 
been  generally  believed  by  the  early  fathers.  Some  in 
later  times,  thinking  bodily  labor  derogatory  to  Him,  made 
this  time  of  retirement  at  Nazareth  to  have  been  spent  in 
contemplation  and  prayer.  The  traditions  that  He  made  a 
journey  to  Persia  to  visit  the  Magi,  or  to  Egypt  to  visit 
her  sages,  need  no  notice.' 

It  is  an  interesting  inquiry,  and  ono  that  may  properly 
he  considered  here,  Who  constituted  the  household  of  Joseph 
and  Mary  at  Nazarath?  Was  Jesus  the  only  child  in  the 
femily  circle,  or  were  there  other  children  f  and  if  there 
were  others,  in  what  relation  did  they  stand  to  Him? 
Reference  is  several  times  made  by  the  Evangelists  to  His 
brothers  and  sisters.  (Matt,  xii,  46--50  ;  xiii.  55,  56  ;  Mart 
iii.  31 ;  vi.  3  ;  Luke  viii.  19  ;  John  ii.  12  ;  vli.  3  ;  Acts  i.  14.) 
St.  Paul  refers  to  "  tho  brethren  of  the  Lord,"  (l  Cor.  ix.  5  ;) 
and  calls  James  "  the  Lord's  brother,"  (Gal,  i.  19.)  Who  are 
these  ?  The  answer  to  this  question  is  confessedly  one  of 
the  most  difficult  that  meets  us  in  the  whole  range  of  our 
inquiries.  It  has  been  in  dispute  from  very  early  times, 
and  opinions  are  as  much  at  variance  now  as  ever.  All  that 
can  be  attempted  here  is  to  set  the  matter  in  its  most  im- 
portant bearings  fairly  before  the  reader. 

Lot  us  firat  sum  up  what  we  know  from  the  KewTesta- 
>  Sec  LightfoQt  on  Mark  vi.  3.  <■  See  contra  Masheim,  Com.,  t,  B3. 
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ment  of  these  brothers  and  sisters  of  the  Lord.  The  names 
of  the  former  are  given  by  Matthew  xiii.  55,  and  by  Mart 
vi.  8,  as  James,  Joses,  Simon,  and  Judas.'  Both  Evangelists 
mention  His  sisters,  but  neither  their  number  nor  i)am.es  are 
given.  From  the  language  of  the  Kazarenes,  {Matt,  xiii. 
56,)  "His  sisters,  are  they  not  all  with  us?"  there  must 
have  been  at  least  two,  who  were  probably  married  and 
resident  at  Nazareth.  His  brethren  are  spoken  of  as  going 
with  him  to  Capernaum,  (John  ii.  12,)  and  afterward  ap- 
pear in  company  with  His  mother  again  in  the  same'^Mty, 
(Matt.  xii.  46 ;  see  also  John  vii.  3-10.) 

In  ail  these  references  to  the  Lord's  brethren,  several 
things  are  noticeable :  firet,  that  they  are  always  called 
brothers  and  sisters,  oStX^oi  and  aSeXi^ni,  not  cousins  or 
kinsmen,  at'ti/'ioi  or  irvyytvu% ;  second,  that  they  are  called 
always  His  brothers  and  His  sisters,  not  sons  or  daughters 
of  Mary ;  third,  that  they  always  appear  in  connection  with 
Mary,  as  if  her  children  and  under  her  direction. 

"We  may  thus  classify  the  various  theories  respecting 
them :  First,  that  which  makes  tbem  to  have  been  the 
children  of  Joseph  by  a  former  marriage,  or  by  adoption, 
and  so  Christ's  brothers  and  sistei-s.  Second,  that  which 
makes  them  to  have  been  children  of  a  sister  of  His  mother, 
and  so  His  cousiDS-german.  Some  make  them  His  cousins 
by  His  father's  as  well  as  His  mother's  side.  Third,  that 
which  makes  them  to  have  been  His  own  brothers  and 
sisters,  the  children  of  Joseph  and  Mary.  Each  of  these 
theories  will  be  briefly  examined. 

First,  that  they  were  children  of  Joseph  by  a  former 
marriage  or  by  adoption.  That  Joseph  at  the  time  of  his 
marriage  to  Mary  was  a  widower,  is  often  and  expressly 
s!ud  in  the  Apocryphal  Gospels.     In  the  "  History  of  Jo- 

'  Tischendorf  has  in  Matthpw  Joseph  for  Joses;  in  Mark  Ibotjto!:  bo 
Alford.  Aslo  the  bearingofthia  diversity  of  readings,  scfl  Wieaeler,  Stud.  U. 
Krit,  ISiE,  p.7o. 

5* 
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BOph,"  cli.  ii.,  tlie  names  of  hia  children  by  his  first  wife  are 
given  :  Judas,  Justna,  Jacobua,  and  Simon ;  AesJa  and 
Lydia.  In  the  "Gospel  of  James,"  ch.ix.,  Joseph  says,  "I 
am  an  old  man,  and  I  have  aona."  According  to  Hofmann,' 
it  is  generally  agreed  that  he  had  hut  four  sons,  but  their 
names  are  variously  given.  There  is  no  general  agreement 
as  to  the  names,  or  number  of  the  daughters.'  It  is  said 
by  Thiersch"  that  this  was  the  only  tradition  respecting  the 
parentage  of  these  brothers  and  siaters  of  the  Lord  that 
existed  during  the  second  and  third  centuries,  and  was  the 
ruling  one  till  the  time  of  Jerome.  This  father,  writing 
against  Helvidius,  first  gave  currency  to  the  view  that  they 
were  cousins  of  the  Lord,  and  hence  is  called  by  Baroniua 
fortissimus  adstipulator,  vel  potiua  auctor  of  this  the- 
ory.' The  object  of  Jerome,  in  denying  that  they  were 
the  children  of  Joseph,  was  to  exalt  celibacy.  Not  only 
had  Mary  continued  all  her  manied  life  a  virgin,  but  Joseph 
also ;  and  hence  his  former  marriage  must  be  denied,  and 
another  parentage  given  his  reputed  children.  In  the  Latin 
Chui-ch  the  view  of  Jerome,  supported  by  Augustine,  be- 
came, and  continues  to  be,  the  ruling  one;  but  in  the 
Greek  Church,  the  old  tiidition  still  continues  cuiTent." 

This  theory,  thit  makes  them  the  children  of  Joseph  by 
a  former  marriage,  has,  in  itself,  nothing  intrinsically  im- 
probable; though  reg'iided  by  some  as  a  mere  fiction, 
devised  to  save  Maiy'e  virgmity.'  If  Joseph  had  had  chil- 
dren by  an  earlier  wife,  these  would  pj-operly  bo  the  Lord's 
brothera  and  asters,  and  their  presence  with  His  mother 
would  be  readily  explained.  That  they  are  not  called  Jo- 
seph's children,  might  be  accounted  for  by  hia  death  before 
they  appear  in  the  gospel  narrative.  But  there  are  still 
very  weighty  objections.    K  children  by  a  former  marriage, 

"  Lebeo  Jesa,  *.  '  See  Thilo,  Codejc  Apoc,  i.  S63. 

>  Tersuch.,  381  and  481.  *  See  Pearaoo  on  the  Creed,  art.  iii, 

"  See  Scht^,  die  Briider  dos  Harco.,  BO;  Hofmann,  Lcban  Jean,  4. 
■  So  Stier,  Greswell. 
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they  must  have  been  born  before  Jesus,  and  some  of 
theia  been  much  older,  and  this  seems  inconsistent  with 
their  relations  to  him,  and  their  continued  attendance  upon 
Mary,  If  also  He  was  not  the  eldest,  but  youngest  son  of 
Joseph,  how  could  He  be  called  the  legal  beir  to  the  throne  ? 
Nor  can  it  be  shown  that  the  tradition,  however  ancient, 
was  ever  universally  received. 

There  is  a  modification  of  this  view,  which  makes  the 
Lord's  brethren  to  have  been  the  adopted  children  of 
Joseph.  Joseph  had  a  brother,  Clopas,  or  Alphous,"  who 
manied  a  certain  Mary,  not  the  Kster  of  the  Lord's  mother, 
and  had  by  her  four  sons  and  some  daughters.  Clopas 
dying,  Joseph  took  these  children  to  his  own  house,  and 
became  their  lather.  Thus  by  birth  they  were  the  legal 
cousins  of  Jesus,  children  of  His  fether's  brother,  and  now 
become  His  brothers  and  sisters  by  their  adoption.  Maiy, 
their  mother,  came  with  them,  and  was  an  inmate  of  Joseph's 
house,  and  a  member  of  the  family.  Thus  her  presence  at 
the  cross  and  sepulchre  finds  a  ready  explanation,  (Matt, 
xxvii.  56and  61.)  As  the  adopted  sonsof  Joseph  they  could 
well  be  called  by  the  Evangelists  the  Lord's  brethren. 
SlJll,  being  bound  by  no  ties  of  blood  to  Mai-y,  His  mother, 
and  having  a  mother  of  their  own,  He  could  upon  the  cross 
commend  her  to  the  care  of  John,  who  was  her  nephew, 
the  son  of  Salome,  her  sister."  According  to  Lichtenstein, 
124,  the  two  brothers,  Joseph  and  Clopas,  married  two 
sisters,  both  named  Mary.  Clopas  dying,  Joseph  took  his 
wife  Mary  and  her  children  into  his  family. "  Thus,  the  chil- 
dren were  the  Lord's  cousins,  both  on  His  mother's  and 
father's  side,  and  brothers  and  sisters  by  adoption. 

This  explanation,  though  not  without  its  advantages, 
rests  upon  no  certain  historic  basis.  There  may  be  no  good 
reason  to  question  the  assertion  of  Hegesippus,'  that  Clopas 
■  Eusebius,  iii.  It.  '  So  Laoge,  in  Heriog,  vi.  409. 
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was  the  brotter  of  Joseph,  though  it  does  not  appear' 
whether  he  uses  the  term  brothei:  strictly,  or  as  meaning 
that  the  two  married  sistera.  And  it  may  also  be  admitted 
that  Alpheus  and  Clopaa  are  one  and  the  same  person.  Bat 
thure  is  no  proof  of  the  early  death  of  Alpheus,  nor  that 
Joseph  adopted  his  children;  and  the  absence  of  all  allusion 
in  the  Evangelists  to  Mary,  the  real  mother  of  these  childrei]^ 
when  they  are  collectively  mentioned,  is  very  surprising. 

A  tradition  that  makes  Joseph  to  have  married  the  wife 
of  his  brother  Alpheus,  according  to  the  law  regulating 
Levirato  marriages,  to  raise  up  seed  to  his  brother,  and 
that  the  fruit  of  this  marriage  was  four  sons  and  two 
daughtei-s,  needs  no  confutation.' 

Second,  that  these  brothers  and  sisters  of  the  Lord  were 
His  cousins,  the  children  of  Alpheus  and  Mary.  Tliis  view 
rests  upon  the  euppoation  that  His  mother  and  Mary,  wife 
of  Alpheus,  were  sisters.  Of  this  Mary  we  have  little 
knowledge.  It  is  generally  supposed  that  she  stood  in  the 
relation  of  wife  to  Alpheus,  though  some  have  questioned 
it.'  She  is  a!ao  spohenof  as  mother  of  James  the  Less,  and 
of  Joses,  (Matt,  xxvii.  56;  "Mark  xv.  40.)  Was  she  also 
sister  to  Mary,  mother  of  the  Lord  ?  This  has  been  gen- 
erally inferred  from  John  xix.  25:  "Now  there  stood  by 
the  cross  of  Jesus,  His  mother,  and  His  mother's  sister, 
Mary,  wife  of  Clopas,  and  Mary  Magdalene,"  But  are  three 
or  four  persons  mentioned  hero?  Many  maintain  that 
there  are  four,  the  sister  of  the  Lord's  mother  being  a  dis- 
tinct person  from  the  wife  of  Clopas.'  In  favor  of  this  con- 
struction is  the  fact  that  two  sisters  would  otherwise  have 
the  same  name.' 

■  Schaff,  13 ;  Gceawell,  ii.  113, 

'  See  John  xix.  25.  Mapui  ij  tou  KXaiint,  irhtch  some  UQiJerstaadUi  mean 
daughter  of  Clopes.    Winor,  ii.  58. 

'  So  Meyer,  Alford,  Wieeeler,  Lange,  Tischendorf,  Da  Cosla. 

'  See,  on  tbc  other  side,  Ebrard,  656,  note  23 ;  Stier,  viL  46? ;  Olahausen 
and  Luihiu-di,  in  io^o. 
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lu  this  uncertiuaty  respecting  the  relationship  of  Mary, 
wife  of  Clopas,  to  the  Lord's  mother,  it  cannot  bo  positively 
aiRrraed  that  her  children  were  His  cousins,  or  relatives  at 
all.  If,  however,  this  he  admitted,  the  question  remains, 
can  these  sons  of  Alphens  and  Mary  be  identified  with  His 
brothers?  The  names  of  the  former  were  James  and 
Joses.  Two  of  the  latter  have  the  same  names.  That 
James,  son  of  Alpheus,  was  an  apostle  is  expressly  said. 
(Matt.  X.  3,  and  elsewhere.)  Of  Joses  we  know  nothing." 
It  is  affirmed  that  beside  Joses,  Alpheus  and  Mary  had  an- 
other son,  named  Jude  or  Judas.  In  the  list  of  the  apostles 
as  given  by  Luko,  (vi.  18;  AotaL  13,)  a  Judas  is  mentioned 
as  standing  in  some  relation,  not  defined,  to  a  James; 
lovSo!  loKOi^ov,  Judas  of  James.  Many  suppose  the  frater- 
nal relation  to  be  meant,  as  in  our  vei^ion,  Judaa  brother 
of  James."  Othci-s  suppose  the  paternal  relation,  Judas 
son  of  James.'  This  latter  construction  finds  some  con- 
firmation in  the  fact  that  Judas  is  not  anywhere  brought 
into  relationship  to  Alpheus  and  Mary,  If  the  latter  was 
really  his  mother,  why  should  not  his  name  be  mentioned 
in  connection  with  that  of  his  brother  James,  both  being 
apostles  ?  She  is  called  the  mother  of.  James  and  Joses, 
not  of  James  and  Judas.  It  does  not  then  appear  at  all 
certain  that  Alpheus  and  Mary  had  more  than  two  sons, 
James  and  Joses,  of  whom  the  foraier  was  an  apostle. 
The  language  in  the  epistle  of  Jwde,  where  the  writer 
speaks  of  himself  as  "  brother  of  James,"  decides  nothing 
till  we  have  learned  whether  he  is  the  same  person  as  the 
apostle  Judas,  The  inference  from  verse  17  that  he  was 
not  an  apostle,  is  not  conclusive. 

Supposing  it,  however,  to  be  shown  that  Jesus  had 
three  cousins  german,  James,  Judas,  and  Joses,  of  whom 

■  Sepp,  ii.  2JS,  would  ideatjfj  him  wltb  Barsiibas,  Acta  i.  23,  bnt  without 
a  particle  of  evidGiice. 

5  So  Norton,  Alford.  =  Mejer,  Oosterzoe,  Ewald. 
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the  first  two  were  apostles,  can  what  is  said  of  the  Lord's 
brethren  by  the  Evangehsts  be  applied  to  them  ?  That 
they  should  be  uniformly  called  His  brothers,  never  His 
cousins,  IB,  as  has  been  already  observed,  remarltable,  but 
not  decisive.  Still  more  remarkable  is  it  that  tbey  never 
appear  in  connection  with  their  own  mother,  but  always 
withHismother,  as  if  her  constant  companions,  (John  ii.  12; 
Matt.  xii.  46.)  A  stronger  objection  to  their  identity  is 
found  in  the  fact  that  the  Lord's  brothers  are  spohen  of  as 
not  believing  in  Him  till  the  end  of  His  ministry,  or  per- 
haps, till  after  His  resurrection,  while  two  of  the  sons  of 
Alpheus  and  Mary  were  eai-iy  called  into  the  ranks  of  the 
apostles.  It  is  difficult  to  believe  that  His  brethren,  who 
came  with  His  mother  desiring  to  speak  with  Him,  (Matt. 
xiL  4fl;  LukeviiL  19,)  could  have  been  at  that  time  apos- 
tles, and  so  His  constant  attendants.  Their  language  at  a 
hiter  period,  as  given  by  John,  (vii.  3,  4,)  when  they  de- 
sired him  to  go  up  to  Jerusalem,  and  the  express  testimony 
of  tho  Evangelist,  (v.  5,)  for  "  neither  did  His  brethren  be- 
lieve on  Him,"  seem  most  plainly  to  disprove  their  apostle- 
ship.  Moreover,  a  line  of  distinction  between  His  disciples 
and  apostles,  and  His  brethren,  is  kept  up  in  the  evangelical 
narratives,  from  the  beginning  of  His  ministry  till  its  close, 
and  nowhere  appears  more  marked  than  after  His  ascen- 
sion, (Acta  i,  13-14.)  It  is  also  recognized  by  St.  Paid 
many  years  later,  (l  Cor.  ix.  5.) 

Upon  the  other  hand,  much  stress  is  placed  by  many 
upon  the  words  of  Paul,  (Gal,  i.  19,)  "But  other  of  the 
apostles  saw  I  none,  save  James,  the  Lord's  brother." ' 
From  these  words  it  is  inferred  that  James,  the  Lord's 
brother,  was  an  apostle  and  must  have  been  James  the  son  of 
AlpheuB,  as  it  is  agreed  that  James  the  son  of  Zebedoo  could 

■  See  also  ii.  9,  where  James,  Cephas,  and  Joha  are  spoken  of  as  pillars. 
Wieselcr  asserts  thut  the  James  of  ch.  i.  is  the  Lord's  brothor,  the  James  of 
ch,  ii.  the  son  of  Alpheus.    Most,  however,  itiaintain  ihat  tLe  same  person 
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not  ho  meant.  It  follows  tliat  the  term  brother  ia  equiv- 
alent to  cousin,  and  thus  that  by  the  Lord's  brethren  we  are 
to  understand  His  eouans,  the  sons  of  Alpheus  and  Mary. 

The  valae  of  this  argument  resta  upon  tho  grammatical 
conatruction  of  St.  Paul's  words.  Does  he  mean  to  deag- 
nate  James  as  an  apostle,  or,  on  the  contrary,  to  distinguish 
him  from  the  apostles  ?  His  language  ia  by  no  meana  clear. 
It  maybe  read,  "I  saw  none  other  of  the  apostlea,  hut  only 
(I  saw)  James,  "the  Lord's  brother."  '  In  this  way,  James  ia 
brought  into  direct  contrast  with  the  apostles.  But  the 
other  construction,  that  identifica  James  as  an  apostle,  in 
the  stricter  or  wider  sense,  haa  much  in  its  favor.'  It  finds 
some  conflrmation  in  Acts  ix.  27,  where  mention  is  made  of 
"  apostles,"  with  aeeming  reference  to  Peter  and  James. 
His  apostleship  appears  also  to  be  proved  by  the  mention  of 
his  name  (ii,  9)  before  those  of  Cephas  and  John,  who  were 
undeniably  the  leading  apostlea  among  the  Twelve,  for  could 
such  a  preeminence  he  given  to  any  one  not  an  i;  oitlo  ? 

It  is  in  this  high  position  gn  en  to  James  tht  biothu 
of  our  Lord,  that  we  find  oui  stiongest  aigument  tor  his 
identification  with  the  apostle  James  the  son  ot  Alpheua 
There  is  little  doubt  that  he  is  the  s  me  person  n  tntioned, 
(Acts  xii.  17,  XV.  13,  xsi.  18  )  ind  the  luthoi  of  the  epistle 
bearing  his  name.  From  all  the  E^  inselistB  siy  of  him  it 
is  plain  that  ho  was  a  man  veij  cmspicuous  m  thi,  Chuich, 
and  of  great  influence  and  authority  This  ho\ie\er  is 
greatly  exaggerated  by  some,  who  mike  1  im  the  superior 
of  Peter.'     Some  would  explain  the  eminente  ascribed  to 

■  See  Winer,  Qrammatik,  5S1.  Wieaeler,  Stud.  n.  Knt.,  1842,  82,  who 
dies  Fritzsche  1  alium  apostolum  non  ridi,  sed  (tt  ;(ii)Tidi}acabuiii,  frutiem 
Domini.  Schaff, IT ;  Thiersch,  Kirchen  Geach.,  80;  Kiggenbach,  296.  Com- 
pare BeT.  isi.  27 ;  Matt.  lii.  4 ;  Luke  iv.  26-7.  Very  early,  Victorimis,  in  hia 
Gommentary ,  in  loco,  cited  by  Mill,  2d2,  said :  "  Paul  disclaims  James  as  on 
apostle,  saying  tiiat  he  Savr  no  other  apoBtle  beside  Pater,  bntonly  James." 

>  See  Ellicoft,  commentary,  in  loco,  who  refers  to  1  Cor.  i.  14. 

s  So  Fitch,  17ia  lord's  Brotlier,  New  Yorfe,  1SK3,  who,  nlthongh  lie  deriea 
him  to  be  oueof  Ihc  Tivelre,  esaits  him  lo  tbe  rank  of  a  Pope,  whose  word  is 
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him,  and  the  importance  attached  to  hia  opinion  in  all 
points  respecting  the  obsorvanee  of  the  law  by  the  Gentiles, 
to  the  peculiar  position  which  he  occupied  aa  the  firet  bish- 
op and  head  of  tlio  mother  and  central  church  at  Jerusa- 
lem, identifying  him  with  James  the  Just,  of  whom  Eusebins 
speats,  (ii.  1  and  23,)  "  lie  was  the  first  who  received  the 
episcopate  of  the  church  at  Jerusalem."  It  is  not,  then,  ne- 
cessary to  snppose  him  to  have  been  an  apostle,  or  to  have 
exercised  any  special  apostolic  functions,  in  order  to  ex- 
plain why  he  should  be  placed  upon  an  apparent  equality 
with  the  apostles.  As  the  Lord's  brother,  a  more  than  or- 
dinary degree  of  respect  would  naturally  be  paid  him,  and 
to  him,  when  alone,  Jesus  appeared  after  His  resurrection, 
as  he  had  done  to  Peter,  (1  Cor.  xv.  7.)  Rigidly  observant 
himself  of  the  law,  and  a  strenuous  defeuder  of  the  Mosaic 
institutions,  his  counsels  had  great  weight  when  the  rela- 
tions of  the  circumcision  and  the  uncircumcision  were  in 
question.' 

Into  a  more  particular  consideration  of  this  point  it 
would  be  foreign  to  our  purpose  to  enter.  We  coneiude 
that  James,  the  Lord's  brother,  was  not  necessarily  an 
apostle  and  bishop,  but  may  have  been  simply  bishop,  and 
therefore  is  not  to  be  identified  with  James  the  son  of  Al- 
pheus.  li,  then,  these  were  distinct  persons,  the  former  must 
be  identified  with  that  James  mentioned  with  Joses,  Simon, 
and  Jndas,  (Matt.  siii.  55,)  aa  one  of  Christ's  brethren.  If 
80,  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  Judas,  the  author  of  the 
Epistle,  who  calls  himself  brother  of  James,  was  also  one  of 
these  four  brethren,  and  not  a  son  of  Alpheus  and  Mary. 

If  then,  for  the  reasons  now  given,  the  theory  that  these 
brethren  of  the  Lord  were  hia  cousins  german,  the  children 
of  Alpheus  and  Maiy,  be  rejected,  we  come  to  the  third 

final :  "  Paul  did  not  tieaitate  to  Bpeak  hia  mind  to  Peter ;  but  however  much 
Paul  or  Peter  may  differ  from  Jamea,  and  they  be  in  the  right,  whoa  once 
James  has  spoken,  never  is  there  a  word  in  reply." 
1  See  Thierauh,  Kirchon  Gesch.,  80  ;  Schaff,  61. 
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explanation — tliat  these  wore  the  sons  and  daughters  of 
Joseph  and  Mary,  and  His  own  brothers  and  sisters.  Eat 
here  we  meet  dogmatic  difficulties.  It  is  an  article  of  faith 
with  the  Roman  and  Greek  Churches  that  Mary  had  no 
children  beside  the  Lord,  and  the  same  opinion  rules  in  the 
Lutberan  symbols.  In  the  Helvetic  confession  Jesus  is 
spoken  of  as  natus  ex  Maria,  semper  virgine.  A  large 
number  of  Protestant  writers  in  all  the  religious  bodies 
Btrongly  maintain  the  perpetual  virginity.  Pearson'  says 
that  the  Church  of  God  in  all  ages  has  maintained  that  she 
continued  in  the  same  virginity.'  It  has  been  well  remarked 
by  Alexander  (on  Mark  vi.  3)  "that  multitudes  of  Protes- 
tant divines  and  othera,  independently  of  all  creeds  and  con- 
fessions, have  believed,  or  rather  felt,  that  tho  selection  of 
a  woman  to  be  the  mother  of  the  Lord  carries  with  it,  as  a 
necessary  implication,  that  no  other  could  sustain  the  same 
relation  to  her;  and  that  the  selection  of  a  virgin  still  more 
necessarily  implied  that  she  was  to  continne  so.  After  all, 
it  is  not  ao  much  a  matter  of  reason  or  of  faith  as  of  taste 
and  sensibility;  but  these  exert  a  potent  influence  on  ail  in- 
terpretation, and  the  same  repugnance,  whether  rational  or 
merely  sentimental,  which  led  fathers  and  reformers  to 
deny  that  Christ  bad  brothers  in  the  ordinary  sense,  is 
likely  to  produce  the  same  efiect  on  mvdtitwdes  forever,  or 
tmtil  the  question  has  received  some  unequivocal  solution." 
The  early  belief  in  the  perpetual  virginity  of  Mary  may 
perhaps  be  explained  as  springing  in  part  from  a  desire  to 
separate  Christ,  as  widely  as  possible,  from  other  men.  Ho 
had  no  brothers  or  sisters;  His  mother  had  no  other  child. 
Thus,  not  only  in  His  essential  personality,  but  in  the  out- 
ward circumstances  of  His  life,  a  broad  line  of  distinction 
was  to  be  drawn  between  Him  and  all  beside.  To  suppose 
that  He  had  brothers  according  to  the  flesh  was  to  degrade 
Him  by  bringing  Him  into  too  close  relationship  with  weak 

1  Upon  llic  Creed,  art,  iii.  '  So  Mill,  ET4. 
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and  sinful  men.  The  special  honor  paid  to  Him  would  natu- 
rally cause  high  honor  to  be  paid  to  his  mother.  To  this 
was  added  the  admiration  of  celibacy  springing  from  Gnos- 
tic piinciples,  that  began  very  early  to  prevail.  Both  His 
parents  were  thought  to  be  honored  by  being  presented  to 
the  world  as  virgins.  Occasionally  from  time  to  time,  and 
especially  for  a  few  years  past,  the  tendency  has  manifested 
itself  to  bring  more  distinctly  forward  the  humanity  of 
Christ,  and  to  give  prominence  to  the  truth  expre^ed  by 
the  Apostle,  (Heb.  ii.  1 1,)  "  For  both  he  that  sanctifleth  and 
they  who  are  sanctified  are  all  of  one."  Not  to  remove 
Him  from  the  pale  of  human  sympathies,  but  to  bring  Him 
in  as  many  points  as  possible  into  contact  with  the  ex- 
periences of  human  hfe,  has  seemed  to  many  best  to  corre- 
spond to  the  historical  statements  of  the  Gospel,  and  the 
doctrinal  statements  of  the  Epistles.  Hence  perhaps  there 
is  now  felt  less  reluctance  to  regard  Him  as  having  been  in 
the  ti-uest  sense  a  member  of  the  family,  having  brothers 
and  sisters  bound  to  him  by  ties  of  blood,  and  as  a  partaker 
of  the  common  lot  in  all  the  relationships  of  life  which  were 
possible  to  Him,  that  thns  "He  might  bo  touched  with  a 
feeling  of  our  infirmities." ' 

Leaving  all  theological  considerations  on  one  side,  the 
more  natural  and  obvious  iutei'pretation  of  the  language 
of  the  Evangelists  leads  to  the  belief  that  the  Lord's 
brothers  and  sisters  were  such  in  the  ordinary  mean- 
ing of  the  words.  In  the  case  of  another  no  hesitation 
could  be  felt.  Not  only  are  they  always  called  His  brothers, 
but  are  always  found  in  company  with  His  mother.  They 
are,  indeed,  notcalJed  her  sons,  but  this  is  explainable  from 
the  fact  that  they  are  spoken  of  only  in  their  relations  to 
Him,  who  everywhere  in  the  Gospel  is  the  one  great  cen- 
tral figure. 

The  expression  in  Matt,  i,  25,  "  And  knew  her  not  till 

>  See  Herder,  quofed  in  Schaff,  30,  oote. 
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she  hail  brought  fortli  her  ftrst-bom  son,"  '  certainly  impliea 
that  afterward  they  lived  together  as  husband  and  wife. 
Stili  this  is  not  decisive.  Alexander,  (in  loco,)  after  referring 
to  some  examples  of  the  use  of  "  tiH "  in  other  parts  of 
the  Scriptares,  observes :  "  These  examples  are  sufficient  to 
establish  the  position  that  the  inference  in  question  fi'om 
the  use  of  the  word  tiU,  hoivever  natural,  is  not  conclusive; 
or,  in  other  words,  that  this  expression  cannot  prove  the 
fact  of  subsequent  cohabitation  in  the  lace  of  cogent  reasons 
for  disputing  it."  ITor  does  the  term  "first-born"  (Luke 
ii.  7)  show  that  other  children  were  subsequently  born.  As 
primogeniture  brought  with  it  under  the  law  cert^o  privi- 
leges, the  term  "  first-bom  "  acquired  a  technical  meaning, 
and  was  applied  to  all  who  had  a  right  to  those  privileges, 
without  regard  to  the  fact  that  they  were,  or  were  not,  the 
only  children  of  their  parents. 

The  existence  of  two  households  having  so  many  names 
in  common  as  those  of  Joseph  and  Mary,  and  Alpheus  and 
Mary,  are  supposed  to  have  had,  is  regarded  by  some  as 
highly  improbable.  As  we  have  seen,  however,  it  is  not 
certain  that  Mary  and  Alpheus  had  but  two  sons,  James  and 
Joses ;  and  that  these  two  very  common  names  should  be 
found  among  the  Lord's  brethren  is  not  at  least  more  sur- 
priang  than  that,  according  to  the  view  that  makes  them 
His  cousins,  the  Lord's  mother  and  her  sister-should  both 
have  the  name  of  Mary.*  Others  regard  it  as  a  decisive 
proof  that  Mary  had  no  other  son,  that  Jesus  upon  the 
cross  should  have  commended  her  to  the  care  of  John, 
(John  xix.  26-27.)  But  why,  if  James  and  Judas  were 
apostles  and  His  cousins,  sons  of  her  sister  and  long  inmates 
of  her  family,  and  it  was  a  question  of  kinship,  did  ho  not 
commend  her  to  their  care  ?     If  His  brethren  wore  at  this 

■  Tischendorf  omiia  "  first-born ; "  Alford  relains  it. 
'  According  to  Smith's  Bib.  Diet.,  i.  231,  Josepbua  menlions  21  Simocs, 
17  Joses,  and  10  Judea. 
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time,  as  we  may  suppose,  unbelie^m,;  aal  t!it  s  m  a  most 
vital  point  without  sympathy  with  her  we  cin  ^ell  under 
stand  why  lie  should  give  John  the  disciple  whom  He 
loved,  to  he  her  son,  not  so  miicli  to  bi  i  ply  her  mere  bodily 
needs,  as  to  comfort  and  strengthen  hei  in  the  peculiar 
tiials  through  which  sho  would  bo  immediately  called  to 
pass. 

It  ia  evident  from  this  biief  survey  of  the  chief  opinions 
respecting  the  Lord's  brethren  and  their  relations  to  Jesus, 
that  the  data  for  a  very  positive  judgment  are  wanting.' 
There  can  bo  no  doubt  that  the  veiy  general,  not  miiversal, 
opinion  in  the  church,  has  been  in  favor  of  the  perpetual 
virginity  of  Mary,  In  regard  to  the  Lord's  brethren,  there 
were  some  in  very  early  times  who  thought  them  the  chil- 
dren of  Joseph  and  Mary,  but  most  thought  them  to  be 
either  His  cousms,  or  the  children  of  Joseph.  It  is  difficult 
to  tell  which  of  the  latter  two  opinions  is  the  elder,  or  beat 
supported  by  tradition.  The  words  of  Calvin  on  Matt.  i. 
23,  deserve  to  be  kept  in  mind :  Certe  nemo  unquam  hoe 
de  re  questtonem  movebU  nisi  cuHosua  ;  nemo  vero  perti- 
naeiter  insiatet  nisi  contentiosus  ritealor. 

1  Of  the  tDore  recent  writers,  toanj  affirm  that  they  wera  the  children  at 
Joseph  aad  Kitij,  sod  His  own  brothers  nod  sisters.  So  \eander,  Greenell, 
Wieseler,  Alford,  SUer,  Sobaff,  Meyer,  Winer,  Ewsld,  Lechler,  Owen ;  con- 
tra, Lange,  Olsl^niisen,  Lichtenstein,  Friedlieb,  Norton,  Sepp,  Hug,  Thiersch, 
Alesander,  Mill,  Ellicott.  See  upon  the  subject,  Das  Verhaltnisa  des  Jacobus 
Bruders  des  Herrn  zu  Jacobus  Alphiii,  von  Philipp  Schsf.  Berlin,  1S4S. 
Wiese1tirinStnd.u.Krit,1842,  Lange  in  Herzog,  ri.  i09 ;  Lichtenstein,  100; 
Alford  on  Matt.  siii.  55;  Winer,  i.  535;  Smith,  Bib.  Diet.,  i.  231  and  620; 
Mill,  Mythical  Interpretation,  219. 
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FROM  THE  BAPTISM  TO  THE  BEGINNING  OF  THE  MINISTRY 
IN  GALILEE;  OR  FROM  JANUARY,  780,  TO  APRIL,  781. 
27,  28  A.  D. 


Tlie  Divisitnis  of  the  Zord's  Ministry, 

In  order  to  understand  the  scope  of  the  Lord's  ministry 
in  its  external  aspects,  as  narrated  by  the  Evangelists,  it  is 
necessaiy  to  keep  in  miud  certain  great  ia^ts  that  gave  It 
form  and  character.  We  shall  thus  be  prepared  to  under- 
stand the  significance  of  particular  events,  and  to  assign 
them  their  proper  places  in  the  history. 

First,  The  Lord  came  to  a  nation  in  covenant  with 
God — His  elect  people.  Ho  had  chosen  for  them  a  land  in 
which  they  might  dwell  apart  from  the  nations,  and  in  a 
wonderful  manner  had  given  them  possession  of  it.  He 
had  given  them  laws  and  institutions,  which,  rightly  used, 
should  secure  their  highest  national  well-being.  He  had 
established  His  temple  in  their  chief  city,  in  which  He  re- 
vealed Himself  in  the  Visible  Glory,  and  which  was  ap- 
pointed  to  be  "  a  house  of  prayer  for  all  nations."  How 
highly  they  had  been  honored  and  blessed  of  God  is  seen 
from  His  words  (Exod.  xix.  5-6) :  "If  ye  will  obey  my  voice 
indeed,  and  keep  my  Covenant,  then  ye  shall  be  to  me  a 
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peculiar  treasure  above  all  people,  and  ye  shall  be  unto  me 
abingdom  of  priests  and  alioly  nation."  And  from  among 
them  should  the  Great  Deliverer,  the  Seed  of  the  woman, 
come.  The  Messiah  should  reign  at  Jerusalem,  and  from 
thence  eatablish  jastice  and  judgment  throughout  the 
earth.  He  y/as  to  be  of  the  tribe  of  Judah,  of  the  family  of 
David,  and  His  birth-place  at  Bethlehem ;  and  many  other 
things  respecting  Him  had  been  foretold  by  the  prophets. 

To  a  people  thus  in  covenant  with  God,  and  awaiting 
the  Messiah,  Christ  came.  There  was  a  general  expecta- 
tion that  He  was  about  to  come,  and  a  general  desire  for 
His  coming.  The  appearing  of  the  Baptist,  and  his  message, 
gave  a  new  impulse  to  the  common  feeling,  and  doubtless 
in  the  minds  of  many  changed  what  had  been  bnt  an  in- 
definite expectation  into  an  assured  hope.  But  how  should 
the  nation  discern  the  Messiah  when  He  came?  Should 
there  be  such  wonderful  signs  attending  His  birth  that  it 
should  at  once  be  known?  Or  should  His  infancy  and 
youth  be  passed  in  obscurity?  How  should  His  pubUc 
career  begin?  what  His  acts  as  Messiah?  Here  was  a 
large  field  for  differences  of  opinion  among  the  people,  ac- 
cording to  difierences  in  spiritual  character  and  discern- 
ment. But  the  great  part  of  the  nation,  including  moat  of 
the  ecclesiastioal  rulers  and  teachers,  seems  to  have  had  no 
doubt  that  He  was  to  appear,  not  primarily  as  a  reli^oua 
reformer,  but  as  a  political  leader  and  warrior,  and  that  one 
of  His  first  Messianic  acts  would  be  to  cast  off  the  Roman 
yoke  and  set  the  nation  free.  This  done,  He  would  pro- 
ceed to  restore  the  Mossdc  institutions  to  their  primitive 
purity,  and  fulfil  the  prediction  that  "  out  of  Zion  should  go 
forth  the  law,  and  the  word  of  the  Lord  from  Jerusalem," 

It  is  apparent  that,  thus  mistaking  the  character  and 
work  of  the  Messiah,  the  very  intensity  of  their  desire  for 
His  coming  would  but  the  more  certainly  insure  His  rejec- 
tion.   They  had  formed  conceptions  of  Him  which  Jesus 
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could  not  realize.  Their  ideal  Christ  was  not  the  Christ 
of  the  prophets.  To  be  at  once  received  hy  them,  Jesus 
mast  act  in  a  manner  corresponding  to  their  preconceived 
opinions,  and  thus  fulfil  their  expectations.  But  this  He 
could  not  do,  since  these  expectations  wore  based  upon 
misconceptions  of  their  own  moral  needs,  and  of  God's  pnr- 
pose.  They  felt  deeply  their  political  servitude,  but  were 
unconscious  of  the  spiritual  bondage  into  which  they  had 
fallen.  They  knew  not  how  utterly  unprepared  they  were 
for  the  coming  of  their  Deliverer.  Hence  it  was,  that  Jesus 
could  not  openly  assume  the  name  of  Messiah,  because  it 
had  become  the  exponent  of  so  many  false  hopes,  and  would 
have  gathered  around  Him  a  body  of  followers,  moved  more 
by  political  than  spiritual  impulses. 

A  second  fact  to  bo  noted  is,  the  wish  and  will  of  God 
that  the  Jews  should  receive  His  Son.  Here,  indeed,  we 
meet  the  same  problem  that  we  meet  everywhere  in  human 
history — the  foreknowledge  and  purpose  of  God,  and  the 
freedom  and  responsibility  of  man.  According  to  the  eter- 
nal purpose  of  God,  Christ  was  "the  Lamb  slain  from  the 
foundation  of  the  world,"  and  without  the  shedding  of 
blood  is  no  remission  of  sin,  "Known  unto  God  are  all 
His  works  from  the  beginning  of  the  world,"  But  the 
Jews  knew  not  of  this  puipose,  although,  as  we  now  see,  it 
was  not  dimly  intimated  in  their  sacrificial  rites.  The  Jews 
knew  not  that  they  should  crucify  their  Messiah,  They 
had  not  learned  this  from  their  prophets.  The  Baptist  said 
nothing  of  His  death ;  Jesua  Himself,  till  near  the  closo  of 
His  ministry,  said  nothing  of  it ;  the  Apostles,  down  to  the 
week  of  His  Passion,  did  not  comprehend  it.  When,  there- 
fore, Jesus  presented  Himself  to  the  nation  as  the  Messiah, 
it  acted  without  knowledge  of  the  secret  counsel  of  God, 
and  with  entire  freedom.  Ho  desired  that  they  should  re- 
ceive Him,  All  that  God  had  done  for  them  from  the  days 
of  Abraham  was  with  the  intent  that  they  might  be  a 
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people  ready  for  the  Lord  at  His  coming.  The  end  of  all 
the  institutions  He  gave  them  was  so  to  develop  feith  and 
holiness  in  them  that  they  should  discern  and  receive  His 
Son.  And  Jesas  dming  His  ministry  gave  them  evevy  pos- 
sible proof  of  His  divine  character,  and  reproved  and  warned 
and  beaceched  them,  that  He  might  save  them  fiora  tho 
guilt  of  His  rejection ;  yet  al!  in  vain.  "  He  came  unto 
His  own,  and  His  own  received  Him  not."  How  touching 
are  His  farewell  words  to  Jerusalem,  (Matt,  xxiii.  3?) : 
"How  often  would  I  have  gathered  thy  children  together, 
even  aa  a  hen  gathereth  her  chickens  under  her  wings,  and 
ye  would  not," 

Still  a  third  fact  is,  that  as  the  covenant  of  God  with 
the  Jews  was  a  national  one,  so  must  also  Christ's  accep- 
tance or  rejection  be.  From  the  beginning  of  their  history 
God  had  dealt  with  the  people  as  a  corporate  body.  Their 
blessings  were  national  blessings,  their  punishments  national 
punishments.  All  their  institutions  were  so  devised  as  to 
deepen  the  feeling  of  national  unity :  one  high  priest,  one 
temple,  one  altar.  What  was  done  by  the  heads  of  the  na- 
tion was  regarded  as  the  act  of  all,  and  involving  common 
responsibility.  Only  in  this  way  could  the  purpose  of  God 
in  their  election  to  be  His  peculiar  people,  be  eariied  out. 
Hence,  in  this  greatest  and  highest  act,  the  acceptance  or 
rejection  of  His  Son,  the  act  must  be  a  national  one.  It 
must  be  done  iu  the  name  of  the  whole  people  by  those  who 
acted  as  their  rightful  representatives.  If  those  who  sat  in 
Moses'  seat  should  discern  and  receive  Him,  tho  way  for 
the  further  prosecution  of  His  work  was  at  once  opened, 
and  under  His  Divine  instruction  the  nation  might  bo  puri- 
fied for  the  glorious  kingdom,  so  often  sung  by  the  psalm- 
ist and  foretold  by  the  prophets.  But  if,  on  the  other 
hand,  He  was  rejected  by  the  nation,  acting  through  its 
lawfully  constituted  heads,  this  national  crime  must  be  fol- 
lowed by  national  destruction,    A  few  might  be  saved 
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amid  the  general  overthrow,  but  the  people,  as  sueb,  could 
be  no  more  tho  holy  and  elect  of  God. 

It  was  under  the  cocditions  imposed  by  these  great  his- 
toric facts  that  the  Lord  began  His  ministry  among  tho 
Jews.  .  He  came  to  a  people  in  covenant  with  God,  a  peo- 
ple that  God  desired  to  save,  and  that  must  as  a  people, 
accept  or  reject  Him,  All  the  details  that  are  given  us  of 
that  ministry  hy  the  Evangelists  must  therefore  be  viewed 
in  the  light  of  these  facta. 

Tiie  first  event  that  meets  os  in  the  evangelic  narrative, 
ia  the  mission  of  John  the  Baptist,  the  forerunner  of  the 
Messiah.  His  work  was  threefold.  First,  he  was  to  an- 
nounce that  the  kingdom  of  God  was  at  hand,  and  the  Mes- 
siah about  to  appear.  In  this  announcement  he  especially 
displayed  his  prophetic  character.  Second,  ho  was  to 
bring  the  nation  to  repentance,  and  "make  ready  a  people 
prepared  for  the  Lord."  Here  he  especially  manifested 
himself  as  a  preacher  of  righteousness.  Of  this  righteous- 
ness the  law  was  the  standard,  and  by  the  law  must  the  na^ 
tion  be  judged.  Hence,  John  was  a  preacher  of  the  law. 
The  burden  of  his  message  was,  "Hepent,  for  the  king- 
dom of  God  is  at  hand."  As  a  wicked,  disobedient  people, 
they  were  not  ready  for  that  kingdom.  True,  they  were 
"  Abraham's  children,"  and  "  sons  of  the  kingdom,"  but 
this  did  not  suffice.  They  had  broken  the  Holy  Covenant, 
they  had  not  hearkened  to  God's  voice,  and  He  had  pun- 
ished them  terribly  in  His  anger.  The  Baptist  came  to 
aWaken  them  to  a  sense  of  their  gmlt,  to  make  them  sco 
bow  by  their  unbelief  and  sin  they  had  frustrated  tho  grace 
of  God ;  and  thus  move  them  to  repentance.  Comparing 
the  promises  of  G«d  with  their  fulfilment,  they  might  see 
how  little  He  had  been  able  to  bestow  upon  them,  how 
little  they  had  answered  to  tho  end  for  which  He  chose 
them.  How  glorious  the  promises,  how  melancholy  the 
history !    Their  national  independence  was  gone ;  the  cov- 
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enaut  willi  the  house  of  David  was  suspended,  and  that 
royal  family  had  sunk  into  ohscurity.  Their  high  priest 
■was  appointed  by  the  Ronaan  governor  for  political  ends, 
aod  was  a  mere  tool  in  his  hands;  the  priesthood,  as  a 
body,  was  venal  and  proud ;  the  voice  of  prophecy  had 
long  been  unheard,  and  for  the  teachings  of  inspiration 
"were  substituted  the  sophisnas  and  wranglings  of  the  Rab- 
bis; the  law  was  made,  in  many  of  its  vital  points,  of  none 
effect  by  traditions ;  the  nation  was  divided  into  contending 
sects ;  a  large  party,  and  that  comprising  some  of  tho  most 
rich,  able,  and  influential,  were  infidels,  open  or  secret;  some, 
aspiring  after  a  higher  piety  than  the  observance  of  the  law 
could  give,  wholly  ceased  to  observe  it,  and  withdrew  into 
the  ivilderness  to  follow  some  self-devised  ascetic  practices; 
still  more  were  bigots  in  their  reverence  for  tjie^letter  of 
the  law,  but  wholly  ignorant  of  its  spirit,  and  bitter  and  iur 
tolerant  toward  all  whom  they  had  tho  power  to  oppress. 
The  people  at  large  still  continued  to  glory  in  their  theo- 
cratic institutions,  in  their  temple,  in  their  priesthood,  and 
deemed  themselves  the  only  true  worshippers  of  God  in 
the  world.  They  were  nnraindfal  that  almost  every  thing 
that  bad  constituted  tho  peculiar  glory  of  the  theocracy 
was  lost  by  sin ;  that  the  Visible  Gloiy  that  dwelt  between 
the  cherubim  had  departed,  that  there  was  no  more  re- 
sponse by  the  XTrim  and  Thummim,  that  the  ark,  with  its 
attendant  memorials,  was  no  more  to  be  found  in  the  Holy 
of  Holies,  that  all  those  supernatural  interpositions  that 
had  marked  their  early  history  had  ceased ;  in  short,  that 
the  whole  nation  "  ivas  turned  aside  like  a  deceitful  boiv." 

To  the  anointed  eye  of  the  Baptist,  the  unpreparedness 
of  the  nation  for  the  Messiah  was  apparent.  He  saw  bow 
in  it  was  fulfilled  the  language  of  Isaiah :  "  The  whole  head 
is  sick,  and  the  whole  heart  faint.  From  the  sole  of  the 
foot  even  unto  the  head,  there  is  no  soundness  in  it,  but 
wounds,  and  braises,  and  putrelying  sores ; "  and  he  wouldj 
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if  it  were  possible,  awake  tho  people  to  a  sense  of  tlieirreal 
spiritual  condition.  Unless  this  were  done,  they  could  not 
receive  the  Messiah,  and  His  coming  could  be  only  to  thoir 
condemnation  and  destruction.  Deliverance  Tvas  possible 
only  when,  hke  tbeir  fothers  iu  Egypt,  they  became  con- 
sraous  of  their  bondage,  and  began  to  sigh  and  cry  for  de- 
liverance, (Exod,  ii.  23.)  And  as  the  elders  of  the  people 
gathered  themselves  together  unto  Moses  and  cooperated 
with  him,  so  must  now  tho  priests  and  Levites,  and  all  who, 
by  pod's  appointment,  held  any  office  among  the  people, 
be  eo-worbers  with  Jesus.  In  this  way  only  was  it  po^ible 
that  the  promises  of  the  covenant  could  take  effect,  and  the 
predictions  of  the  prophets  bo  fulfilled. 

To  awaken  in  the  hearts  of  the  Jews  a  deeper  sense 
of  their  sins,  and  of  the  need  of  cleansing,  John  estab- 
lished the  rite  of  baptism  in  the  Jordan.  He  taught  that 
this  rite  was  only  preparatory,  a  baptism  of  repentance, 
and  that  the  higher  baptism  of  the  Spirit  they  must  still 
receive  at  the  hands  of  the  Messiah  Himself,  who  was 
speedily  to  come.  All  whom  he  baptized  eamo  confessing 
their  sins.  Thus,  tho  extent  of  his  baptism  was  an  index 
how  general  the  repentance  of  the  people,  and  consequently 
how  general  the  preparation  for  the  Messiah. 

Third,  John  was  to  point  out  the  Messiah  personally  to 
the  nation,  when  He  should  appear.  This  was  the  culminat- 
ing point  of  his  ministry,  and  would  naturally  come  at  tho 
close  of  tho  preparatory  work. 

Let  us  now  survey  for  a  moment  the  Baptist's  ministry 
as  narrated  by  the  Evangelists,  and  see  how  far  its  purpose 
was  accomplished.  First,  he  aroused  general  attention  to 
the  fact  that  the  Messiah  was  at  hand.  Second,  his  preach- 
ing brought  great  numbers  to  repentance.  Multitudes 
from  every  part  of  the  land  came  to  his  baptism.  But  of 
these  it  is  probable  that  many  did  not  understand  the  sig- 
nificance of  the  rite,  or  truly  repent  of  their  sins.    Perhaps 
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Tpith  comparatively  few  was  the  baptism  with  water  a  true 
preparation  for  the  baptism  with  the  Holy  Ghost.  And  it 
is  to  be  specially  noted,  that  those  thus  coming  to  John  to 
be  baptized  were  mostly,  if  not  exclusively,  of  tho  common 
people,  and  not  of  the  priests,  or  Levitee,  or  members  of 
the  hierarchical  party.  Many  of  the  PhaiTsees  and  Saddu- 
cees  came  to  be  spectators  of  the  rite,  but  only  with  hostile 
intent ;  or  if  some  received  baptism  at  his  hands,  we  find 
few  or  no  traces  of  them  in  the  subsequent  history,  (Matt. 
iii.  7 ;  Lute  vii.  29-30.)  In  the  hearts  of  those  who  sat  in 
Moses'  Beat,  the  spiritual  rulers  and  guides  of  the  nation, 
no  permanent  sense  of  sin  was  awakened,  and  they  could 
not  submit  to  a  baptism  of  which  they  felt  no  need.  To  all 
his  exhortations  they  had  the  ready,  and,  as  they  deemed, 
sufficient  reply,  "  We  have  Abraham  to  our  father,"  Thus 
John  did  not  effect  national  repentance.  The  highest  proof 
of  this  is  seen  in  the  deputation  that  was  sent  him  from 
Jerusalem  to  ask  him  who  he  was,  and  by  what  authority 
he  acted,  (John  i,  19-27.)  It  is  pldn  from  the  narrative 
that  he  was  wholly  unable  to  satisfy  the  Jewish  leaders 
that  he  was  divinely  commis-sioned,  or  that  his  baptism 
had  any  validity.  It  followed  of  course,  that  they  paid 
no  heed  to  hia  4)rophetic  or  personal  testimony  to  the 


As  his  last  official  act,  he  pointed  out  Jesvis  in  person 
to  the  nation  as  the  Messiah.  He  whom  he  had  foretold 
was  come.    Henceforth  they  must  see  and  hear  Him. 

Turning  now  to  the  ministry  of  the  Lord,  let  us  con- 
sider it  in  its  relations  to  that  of  the  Baptist,  and  as  under 
those  historic  conditions  that  have  been  already  mentioned. 
His  first  work  was  to  present  Himself  to  the  Jews  as  their 
Messiah,  in  whom  tho  covenants  of  God  with  Abraham  and 
David  should  find  their  fulfilment,  all  the  predictions  of  the 
prophets  be  accomplished,  and  for  whom  the  Baptist  had 
prepared  the  way.     Of  His  Mossiahship  He  must  give 
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proof,  first  and  chiefly,  by  His  words,  which  should  show 
Him  to  be  the  Troth  of  God ;  and  second,  by  His  worlis, 
which  should  show  Him  to  be  the  Power  of  God.  All  the 
scriptural  expectationa  created  by  the  anoounccment  of 
John  were  to  be  realized  in  Him.  Thus,  presenting  Him- 
self to  the  people,  and  especially  to  its  ecclesiastical  rulers, 
and  having  shown  by  the  evidence  of  His  own  works  and 
words,  corresponding  to  the  testimony  of  the  Baptist,  that 
He  was  the  Me^iah,  Ho  must  await  the  action  of  the 
nation. 

The  obstacles  that  stood  in  the  way  of  His  acceptance 
are  obvious.  The  nation  was  morally  unprepared  for  Him. 
Whilst  so  many  were  looking  for  Him,  few  were  looking 
for  Him  in  such  a  guise.  To  say  nothing  of  the  obscurity 
in  which  Ho  had  hitherto  lived,  and  of  His  supposed  birth 
at  Nazareth,  His  present  conduct  in  no  degree  corresponded 
to  their  expectations.  His  ^visdom  and  eloquence  could 
not  be  questioned,  nor  the  feet  that  He  wrought  miracles ; 
but  all  this  did  not  suffice.  He  might  be  a  teacher  sent 
from  Gfod,  or  a  prophet,  but  the  Messiah  must  bo  much 
more  than  this.  He  might  perhaps  be,  as  John  declared 
himself  to  be,  a  forerunner  of  the  Messiah.  A  few,  mostly 
or  wholly  from  the  ranks  of  John's  disciples,  at  once  re- 
ceived Him  as  tho  Messiah,  but,  as  afterward  appeared, 
with  most  impei-fect  conceptions  of  His  person  and  work ; 
the  people  at  large,  and  its  rulers,  discerned  Him  not.  It  is 
plain,  from  tho  account  of  Nieodemus,  (John  iii.  1-2,) 
that  the  presentation  of  Himself  at  Jerusalem,  and  His 
words  and  works  there,  had  called  forth  no  response  frona 
the  ecclesiastical  leaders.  Even  now  their  incredulity  was 
shown  in  a  demand  for  a  sign,  which  He  would  not  give. 

Whatever  hostility  had  manifested  itself  at  this  His  first 
public  appearing  in  Jerusalem,  still  there  was  hope  that  it 
might  be  removed  by  greater  knowledge  of  His  character 
and  work.     The  Lord,  therefore,  still  remaining  in  the 
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province  of  Judea,  and  thus  directly  under  the  eyea  of  tlie 
priests,  begins  the  work  of  baptizing.  Many  gather  around 
Him,  and  receive  baptism  at  the  hands  of  His  disciples. 
But  it  does  not  appear  that  any  of  the  Pharisees,  or  of  the 
higher  and  move  influential  classes,  were  among  them,  and 
still  less  any  of  the  rulers.  After  a  summer  thus  spent.  His 
enemies  endeavoring  to  sow  dissenBiona  between  His  disd- 
plea  and  those  of  John,  He  gives  up  His  baptismal  ivork,  and 
retires  into  Galilee.  Near  a  year  had  now  passed  since  He 
had  been  pointed  out  as  the  Messiah  to  the  nation,  and  yet 
very  few  had  received  Him  as  such,  and  all  who  bore  rule, 
or  certainly  most  of  them,  manifested  an  increasing  hostil- 
ity.    He  found  no  general,  much  less  a  national  reception. 

After  a  few  weeks  spent  in  Galilee,  Jesus  goes  up  the 
second  time  to  Jerusalem  to  a  feast,  and  heals  the  impotent 
man  at  the  pool  of  Bethesda,  (John  v.)  The  chai^  is  at 
once  made  agMust  Him  that  He  had  broken  the  Sabbath 
hy  this  work  of  healing,  and  His  defence,  based  upon  His 
Divine  Sonship,  so  offended  the  ruling  party  that  His  life 
was  in  danger.  This  open  manifestation  of  hostility  marks 
the  first  great  turning-point  in  the  Lord's  ministry.  It  was 
now  apparent  that  the  rulers  at  Jerasalem  would  neither 
listen  to  His  words,  nor  be  convinced  by  His  works.  So 
fer  from  recognizing  in  Him  the  Messiah,  Hla  acts  were 
violations  of  the  law,  and  His  defence  blasphemy.  Hence- 
forth they  stood  to  Him  in  an  attitude  of  avowed  hostility, 
and  waited  only  for  a  sufficient  pretext  to  aiTost  Him  and 
put  Him  to  death.  How  far  in  this  they  represented  tlie 
sentiment  of  the  people  at  large,  it  is  impossible  for  us  to 
say,  but  it  appears  from  the  subsequent  history,  that  al- 
though many  came  to  Christ's  baptism,  yet  that  He  had  not 
at  any  time  a  large  body  of  adherents  in  Jiidea.  So  ikr 
as  appears,  the  people  acquiesced  in  the  decision  of  their 
rulers. 

Forced  to  flee  from  Jerusalem,  the  Lord  goes  into  Gal- 
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i!ee.  And  now  Hie  second  stage  of  His  ministry  begins. 
IDs  work  in  Galilee  eeems  to  have  had  a  twofold  purpose. 
It  was  first  directed  to  the  gathering  of  disciples,  such  aa 
hearing  His  words  felt  their  truth,  and  seeing  His  works 
recognized  in  them  a  Divine  power.  To  Him,  tho  true 
Light,  all  who  loved  the  light  would  come.  Thus  He  gath- 
ered around  Him  the  most  receptive,  the  most  spiritually 
minded  from  every  rank  and  class,  and  teaching  them,  as 
they  were  able  to  hear,  the  mysteries  of  His  Person  and  of 
His  Kingdom,  prepared  them  to  be  His  witnesses  unto  the 
nation.  Through  the  testimony  of  a  body  of  foithfu!  dis- 
ciples, tho  rulers  at  Jerusalem  might  yet  be  led  to  hearken 
to  His  words,  and  their  own  Jnith  be  quickened  by  the  faith 
of  others,  and  thus  the  nation  be  saved.  But  if  this  wore 
in  vain,  and  neither  the  words  of  the  Baptist,  nor  the 
teachings  of  Jesus  Himself  and  His  works,  nor  the  testi- 
mony of  the  disciples,  couid  convince  them,  these  dfeciples 
would  still  serve  as  the  foundation  of  that  new  and  univer- 
sal church  which  God  would  build  if  the  Jews  rejected  His 
Son,  If,  because  of  unbelief^  the  natural  branches  should 
be  broken  off,  and  tho  heathen  be  grafted  in,  in  that  body 
of  followers  the  Lord  had  those  who  could  serve  Him  as 
the  builders  and  rulers  of  the  new  household  of  God. 

Thus  the  gathering  of  disciples,  whilst,  on  the  one  hand, 
it  looked  toward  the  acknowledgment'  by  the  nation  of 
Christ's  Messianic  claims,  and  regarded  such  acknowledg- 
ment as  still  possible,  yet,  on  the  other,  looked  forwai-d  to 
the  hour  when  Ho,  whom  the  Jewish  builders  rejected, 
should  be  the  comer  stone  of  a  church,  in  whose  blessings 
Jews  and  Gentiles  should  alike  participate.  Of  this  future 
service  the  disciples  themselves  knew  nothing,  nor  couid 
they  till  Christ  had  ascended.  For  the  present,  he  would 
teach  them  such  truth  as  immediately  concerned  Himself 
and  lEs  work.  He  must  deliver  them  from  the  false  and 
narrow  notions  in  which  they  had  been  educated  by  their 
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Rabbis,  and,  so  far  as  they  lad  ears  to  bear,  open  to  tbem 
tbe  purpose  of  God,  as  revealed  in  tbe  Law  and  the 
JProphets. 

Into  the  details  of  the  Lord's  work  in  Galilee  this  is  not 
the  place  to  enter.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  He  gathered  many 
disraples,  and  that  His  fame  spread  throughout  all  the  land. 
But  the  favor  which  was  showed  Him  in  Galilee  did  not 
propitiate  His  enemies  at  Jerusalem,  They  very  early  sent 
Spies  to  watch  His  movements,  and  in  concert  with  the 
Pharisees,  who  were  found  in  greater  or  less  numbers  in 
all  tho  villages,  they  organized  a  systematic  opposition  to 
the  progress  of  His  work.  Eveiy  thing  was  done  to  poison 
the  mind  of  the  people  against  IKm,  aa  a  transgressor  of 
the  law,  and  even  as  in  alliance  with  evil  spirits.  The  fact 
that  a  large  number  believed  in  Him  as  tbe  Messiah,  was  so 
far  from  proving  the  reality  of  His  Messiahship,  that  it  only 
stimulated  them  to  new  efforts  for  His  destruction.  Thus, 
more  and  more,  the  hope  that  tbe  nation,  as  represented 
by  its  rulers,  could  be  brought  to  receive  Him,  faded  away. 
His  journey  to  the  feast  of  Tabernacles  and  reception  at 
Jerusalem,  showed  in  tbe  plainest  way  that  their  hostility  was 
undiminished,  {John,  chs.  vii.-x.)  It  was  apparent  to  Him 
that  the  "  Kingdom  of  Qod  must  be  taken  from  them  and  giv- 
en to  a  nation  bringing  forth  the  fruits  thereof,"  and  as  pre- 
paratory to  this.  He  began  to  teach  His  disciples  of  His  ap- 
proaching death,  resurrection,  ascension,  and  coniing  again. 

The  false  conceptions  entertsuned  by  tbe  Jews  respect- 
ing the  person  and  work  of  the  Mesaab,  had  to  this  tirae 
prevented  the  Lord  from  publicly  assuming  this  tide  and 
proclaiming  Himself  as  the  Son  of  David  and  rightful  King 
of  Israel.  He  spoke  of  Himself  habitually  as  the  Son  of 
Man.  But,  as  it  became  evident  that  His  death  was  deter- 
mined upon,  He  will  not  permit  the  nation  to  commit  so 
great  sin  without  the  distinct  knowledge  of  His  Mesaah- 
sbip.    They  shall  not  reject  Him  as  a  simple  prophet,  or  as 
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a  forerunner  of  the  Messiah,  but  as  the  Messiah  Himself. 
In  the  third  or  last  stage  of  His  ministry,  therefore,  we 
shall  find  His  Messianic  claims  made  prominent,  both  in 
His  own  teachings  and  in  the  testimony  of  His  disciples, 
who,  to  the  nnmber  of  seventy,  were  sent  two  and  two  he- 
fore  Him  as  He  journeyed  to  Jerusalem.  In  this  city  only 
conld  He  die,  for  this  was  "  the  City  of  the  Great  King," 
and  His  death  could  not  be  by  lawless  violence,  or  in  secret, 
but  must  be  in  the  most  public  manner,  and  by  a  solemn 
and  judicial  act,  and  here  He  must  announce  Himself  as  the 
true  King,  the  Son  of  David,  tlio  long-promised  Deliverer. 
This  He  did  when  He  entered  the  city,  falfilling  the  pro- 
phetic word,  "Behold,  thy  King  cometh,  sitting  on  an 
ass's  colt."  He  accepted,  as  rightfully  belonging  to  Him, 
the  homage  of  the  multitude,  who  spread  their  garments 
and  branches  of  palm  trees  in  the  way,  and  cried,  "Ho- 
sanna  to  the  Son  of  David."  "  Blessed  is  the  King  of  Is- 
rael, that  cometh  in  the  name  of  the  Lord." 

Thus  in  the  Lord's  public  life  we  seem  to  find  three 
stages  distinctly  mai-ked.  The  first  is  that  period  extend- 
ing from  the  fii-st  Passover  (John  ii.  J3)  to  the  feast  when 
the  impotent  man  was  healed,  {John  v.  1,)  and  embraced 
about  a  year.  It  began  with  the  purgation  of  the  Temple, 
and  ended  with  the  attempt  of  the  Jews  to  kill  Him  be- 
cause He  made  Himself  equal  with  God.  During  this  time 
His  labors  were  confined  mainly  to  Judea.  Near  the  close 
of  this  period  we  may  place  the  imprisonment  of  the  Bap- 
tist. The  second  stage  is  that  period  following  His  return 
to  Galilee  immediately  after  the  feast,  (John  v.  I,)  and  em- 
braces the  whole  duration  of  His  ministry  there,  or  about  a 
year  and  six  months.  This  period  may  be  divided  into 
two,  of  which  the  death-  of  the  Baptist  will  serve  as  the  di- 
viding line.  The  third  stage  begins  with  His  final  de- 
parture from  Galilee,  and  ends  with  His  death  at  Jerusa- 
lem, and  embraces  five  or  six  months.  The  peculiarities  of 
6* 
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tlicse  several  atagea  of  mmistry  will  be  noticed  more  ii 
tail  as  each  aball  come  before  us. 


The  Lord^s  Minist/r-y  in  Jadea. 

A  careful  consideration  of  the  Lord's  Judeaii  mioisti-y 
shows  the  following  characteristics.  It  was  begun  by  an 
open  assertion  of  His  Messianic  character,  in  the  cleansing 
of  the  Temple.  In  this  act  He  assumed  an  authority  baaed 
upon  His  relation  to  God  as  His  Son,  {John  ii,  16,)  and  in 
it  He  brought  His  claims  dij-ectly  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
priests  and  of  all  who  had  any  svipervision  of  the  Temple 
service.  This  act  he  follows  by  miracles,  perhaps  wrought 
in  the  Templej  and  which  could  not  have  been  unknown  to 
the  hierarchy.  As  none  of  the  rulers  acknowledge  Him, 
or  perhaps  eveo  visit  Him,  except  the  doubting  Nicodo- 
mus,  He  leaves  the  city,  and  begins  somewhere  in  the  prov- 
ince the  work  of  baptizing,  which  He  performed  by  the 
hands  of  His  disciples.  He  does  not,  so  far  as  we  know,  go 
about  preaching  in  the  synagogues;  Ho  works  no  new  mir- 
acles. All  this  is  in  harmony  with  His  position  as  one  wait- 
ing for  the  recognition  of  the  nation.  The  Baptist  had 
pointed  Him  out  as  the  Messiah.  In  the  Temple,  before  the 
priests  and  elders,  in  the  most  open  and  significant  way.  He 
bad  asserted  His  Messianic  authority,  and  given  miraculoiw 
proof  of  His  divine  commission.  He  had  thus  presented 
Himself  before  those  whom  God  had  appointed  to  rule  the 
nation,  and  into  whose  hands  it  was  given  to  receive  or  re- 
ject Him.  As  He  finds  no  locognition.  He  still  aeeks  to 
draw  them  to  His  baptism,  and  thus  lead  them  to  a  right 
knowledge  of  His  work.'  In  all  that  He  does  dui-ing  this 
period  there  is  apparently  no  step  looking  forward  to  the 
abrogation  of  the  Mosaic  institutions,  and  to  the  formation 
1  Thenatureofthisbaptism,  nndita  relations  to  the  baptism  of  Jolm,  will 
be  hereafter  fully  coosidered. 
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of  a  chnrch  on  a  new  foundation,  Althougli  assisted  in  His 
work  by  a  few  who  early  discerned  in  Ilim  the  Messiah, 
He  seems  to  have  organized  no  body  of  disciples,  and  to 
have  done  nothing  that  indicated  a  purpose  to  gather  out  a 
few  from  the  nation  at  large.  The  whole  Judean  ministry 
is  an  appeal  to  the  people  to  receive  Him  as  the  Mesaah. 
through  the  divinely  constituted  heads. 


Summer  of  779.    26  A.  D. 

la  fhc  fiftKnth  yeicuf  tho  reign  of  Tiberius  Cffifar,  LirKEiii.  1-18. 
Jolm  CEters  upon  Iub  worlr   of  pri!a«liing  and   bapliz-  Miii.  iii.  1-lJ. 
ing     Tlie  pcrople  tluong  to  Um  from  ail  parts  of  the  Maek  1.4-11. 
land,  >iliom  he  baptizes,  and  to  whom  he  benrs  witness 
ot  the  coming  Me^siih     After  his  ministry  had  conlJtiueii  JoHSi.32-34. 
several  monlhs,  Jesus  comes  from  Nazareth  to  the  Jordan,  Luke,  iii.  21-22, 
and  ia  bapti;<Gd,  and  immcdiatelj  tho  Holy  Spirit  descends 
upon  Ilim. 

The  chronological  questions  connected  with  this  date 
have  been  already  discussed  in  the  essay  upon  tho  time  of 
the  Lord's  baptism.  The  mention  by  Luke  (iii.  1,  2)  of 
Pontius  Pilate  as  governor  of  Judea,  of  Herod  as  tetrarch 
of  Galilee,  of  his  brother  Philip  as  tetrarch  of  Iturea  and 
of  Traohonitis,  of  Lysanias  as  tetrarch  of  Abilene,  and  of 
Annas  and  Caiaphas  aa  high  priests,  brings  before  us  some 
historical  points  which  demand  our  attention. 

The  will  of  Herod,  dividing  his  tei-ritories  amongst  his 
sons,  was,  after  a  time,  confirmed  by  Augustus,  Archelans 
became  ruler  of  Jndea,  Idumea,  and  Samaria,  with  title  of 
ethnarch,  and  with  the  promise  of  the  title  of  king  if  he 
should  rule  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  emperor."  Herod  An- 
tipas  became  tetrarch  of  Galilee  and  Perea;  and  Herod 
Phiiip  tetrarch  of  Gaulonitis,  Tracbonitis,   and   Paneas. 

1  Josephus,  Antiq.,  IJ.  chaps.  6,  S,  nnd  11. 
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The  cities  of  Gadara,  Gaza,  and  Hippo,  Grecian  cities,  were 
joined  to  the  province  of  Syria. 

The  rale  of  Archelaua  was  short.  In  the  tenth  year  of 
hia  government,  (7S9,)  upon  the  accusation  of  his  brethren, 
and  of  the  chief  men  of  Samaria  and  Judea,  he  was  sum- 
moned by  the  emperor  to  Rome,  and,  unable  to  defend  him- 
self against  his  accusers,  he  was  deposed  from  his  dignity 
and  banished  to  Vienna  in  Gaul.' 

After  the  depoation  of  Archelaus,  Judea  and  Samaria 
were  united  to  the  province  of  Syiia,  of  which  P.  S.  Qui- 
rinius  (Cyrenius)  was  made  president.  The  immediate  di- 
rection of  affairs  in  Judea  and  Samaiia  was,  however,  given 
to  an  officer  called  a  procurator.  The  powers  of  this  of- 
ficer were  not  exactly  defined,'  and  although  subject  in 
general  to  the  president,  yet  in  districts  lying  removed 
fi'om  the  raiun  province,  large  discretionary  authority  was 
necessarily  put  into  his  hands.  A  considerable  number  of 
troops  were  placed  at  his  command,  and  in  certain  cases  he 
had  the  power  of  life  and  death.  The  sixth  in  order  of 
these  procurator,  or  governors,  was  Pontius  Pilate.  He 
entered  upon  bis  oiBce  at  the  end  of  778,  or  beginning  of 
779,  and  was  removed  789.' 

Herod  Antipas  ruled  over  Galilee  and  Perea  for  more 
than  40  years,  (750-791,)  and  seems  to  have  kept  these 
districts  in  comparative  peace.  After  his  nephew,  Herod 
Agrippa,  had  received  from  the  Emperor  Caligula  the  title 
of  king,  (790,)  he  was  incited  by  his  wife  to.  go  to  Rome 
and  seek  the  same  dignity,  but  instead  of  obtaining  it,  he 
was  banished  to  Lyons,  in  Gaul.  His  territories  were  sub- 
sequently given  to  Herod  Agrippa.  Nothing  is  recorded 
of  Herod  Antipas  by  Josephus  that  sets  him  before  us  in 

1  Antiq.,  17. 18.  2.  =  Winer,  ii.  276. 

'  Wiaer,  ii.  261.  Greswell,  i.  346,  makes  iim  to  hnvo  become  eoyernor  in 
the  middia  of  the  Bummer  of  779,  and  to  have  coctinned  in  office  ten  years 
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any  very  favoralale  light.  After  he  had  been  tetrarch  a 
considerable  period,  and  when  well  advanced  in  yeai-s,  he 
fell  in  love  with  the  wife  of  his  brother,  Herod  Philip,  who 
was  living  aa  a  private  citizen  at  Jerusalem,  (Matt,  xiv.  3,) 
and  married  her,  his  foimerwife  fleeing  to  her  fether,  King 
Aretas.  Not  only  for  this  act  was  ho  reproved  by  John 
.the  Baptist,  "  bnt  for  ail  the  evil  which  he  had  done,"  (Luke 
iii.  19.)  By  our  Lord  he  was  called  "  a  fox."  He  seems 
to  have  been  of  an  easy,  selfish  temperament,  fond  of  pleas- 
ure,  unserupiilous,  cunning,  and  superstitious.  That  he 
should  have  ruled  so  long  in  such  stormy  times  shows  at 
least  that  he  had  some  political  tact,  and  artfully  managed 
to  keep  on  friendly  terms  with  his  subjects  on  the  one 
hand,  and  with  the  Romans  on  the  other:  He  had  a  taste 
for  building,  and  erected  Tiberias  upon  the  site  of  an  older 
city,  and  named  it  in  honor  of  the  Emperor  Tiberius.  He 
rebuilt  Seppboris,  a  few  miles  north  of  Nazareth,  and  made 
it  one  of  the  most  beautiful  cities  of  Galilee.' 

Herod  Philip,  to  whom  was  assigned  Batanea,  Gaulo- 
nitis,  Trachonitis,  and  the  region  around  Paneas,  was  a 
prince  of  mild  character,  who  devoted  himself  to  the  good 
of  his  subjecte.'  He  reigned  thirty-seven  years,  (750-787,) 
and  leaving  no  child  at  his  death,  his  territories -were  an- 
nexed to  the  province  of  Syria.  He  also  was  fond  of  build- 
ing, and  rebuilt  Paneas,  and  gave  it  the  name  of  Csesarea, 
in  honor  of  the  emperor.  He  enlarged  the  city  of  Beth- 
eaida,  upon  the  sea  of  Galilee,  and  named  it  Jufias,  from 
Csesar's  daughter." 

In  connection  with  Lysanias  and  the  tetrarchy  of 
Abilene,  we  meet  with  some  historical  difficulties.  It  was 
formerly  said  by  some  critics  that  Luke  had  fallen  into 
error,  and  referred  to  a  Lysanias  who,  according  to  Jose- 
phns,  had  long  before  died,  as  contemporary  with  Pilate 
1  JosephuB,  Antiq.,  18.  2. 1.  '  Antiq,,  18.  i.  6. 
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and  Antipas  and  Philip.  The  accuracy  of  the  Evangelist  is 
now  generally  admitted  ;'  but  a  careful  compariaon  of  his 
statements  with  those  of  Josephua  irill  bLow  us  why  the 
name  of  a  ruler  is  mentioned  who  did  not  rule  in  Palestine, 
nor  stand  in  any  apparent  connection  with  the  Gospel 
history. 

Herod  the  Great  came  into  possession  of  his  tenitories 
by  degrees.  He  became  king  in  717  by  the  conquest  of 
Jerusalem,  but  subsequont  additions  were  made  to  his 
kingdom  through  the  good  will  of  Augustus,  compiising 
Trachonitis  and  the  re^on  between  it  and  Galilee,  It  is 
in  connection  with  these  additions  that  mention  is  made  of 
one  Zenodorus,  who  had  farmed  the  domain  of  Lysanias," 
and  who  ruled  over  Trachonitis.  This  Lysanias  was  son  of 
Ptolemy,  king  of  Calchis,  under  Lebanon,  and  became  him- 
self king  about  714.  This  prince  was  put  to  death  by 
Antony,  at  the  instigation  of  Cleopatra,  about  720,  and  a 
part  of  hisdorabions  given  to  her,  and  subsequently  farmed 
by  her  to  Herod,^  Other  parts  were  iarmed  by  Zenodorus. 
This  man,  plundering  the  Damascenes  from  the  district  of 
Trachonitis,  Augustus  deprived  him  of  it,  and  gave  com- 
mand of  it  to  Herod  in  724.  After  the  death  of  Zenodorus, 
he  also  gave  to  him  the  region  between  Trachonitis  and 
Galilee,  and  some  other  of  his  possessions.* 

Of  the  extent  of  this  kingdom  ofLysanias,or  the  names 
of  its  provinces,  we  have  little  knowledge.  Calchis  seems 
to  have  been  its  chief  city,  Robinson  identifies  this  city 
with  the  present  Anjar  in  the  Bakaa,  south  of  Baalbek, 
where  considerable  ruins  stiU  exist.  Lichtenstein  infers 
from  a  comparison  of  the  several  statements  of  Josephus, 
that  beside  Calehis,  the  kingdom  embraced  Trachonitis 
Iturea,  and  Batanea.  Whether  Abila  was  also  embraced 
in  it  is  doubtful,  as  it  is  not  mentioned  by  Josephus.    This 


icioy  Google 


THK  TETEAECH  LYSANIA8,  135 

(aty  lay  upon  the  Barada,  some  20  miles  from  Damascus, 
and  between  the  latter  city  and  Calchis,  and  in  part  upon  the 
site  of  the  preeont  viDago  Ea  Suk.  Robinson  (iii.  484)  says : 
"The  site  is  very  definitely  assigned  by  the  ancient  itin- 
eraries ;  it  lay  upon  one  of  the  great  roads  from  Damasons 
to  the  sea  coast ;  and  the  place  was  marked  by  ruins,  at- 
testing its  ancient  splendor,  and  by  a  necropolis,  perhaps 
more  extensive  and  remarkable  than  any  other  in  Syria." 
This  position  of  Abila  between  Calchis  and  Damascus  makes 
it  probable  that  it  was  subject  to  Lysanias,  as  he  is  spoken 
of  as  a  neighbor  to  the  latter  city,'  which  would  be  incon- 
sistent with  the  existence  of  a  distinct  principality  between 
it  and  his  own  capital. 

That  part  of  the  terntorles  of  Lysanias  came  into  the 
possession  of  Herod,  has  been  already  stated.  It  is  certain, 
however,  that  Calchis  did  not,  nor,  so  far  as  we  can  judge, 
did  Abila.  Perhaps  the  latter  and  its  territory  remained 
under  the  rule  of  the  femily  of  Lysanias  till  it  was  made 
the  seat  of  an  independent  tetrarchy.  Of  the  formation  of 
this  tetrarchy  Josephns  ^vea  us  no  notice.  Whether  it 
took  place  soon  after  the  death  of  Herod,  when  his  domin- 
ions were  divided  among  his  sons,  or, at  a  later  period,  is 
matter  of  conjecture.  Its  existence,  however,  a  little  later 
than  the  time  spoken  of  by  Luke,  is  distinctly  recognized 
by  Josephns  in  connection  with  Herod  Agrippa.  This 
prince,  grandson  of  Herod  the  Great,  and  the  Herod  of  the 
Acts  of  the  Apostles,  received  from  Caligula,  190,  the 
tetrarchy  of  Philip,  now  dead,  and  also  the  tetrarchy  of 
Lysanias.'  Thusthese  two  tetrarchies,  only  some  ten  years 
after  the  period  of  which  Luke  speaks,  had  a  contempo- 
raneous existence,  and  were  now  brought  together  under 
the  rule  of  Agrippa.  Whether  the  tetrarch  Lysanias  was 
now  dead  without  heirs,  or  had  been  deposed,  we  know 

1  Josephas,  Anliq.,  13. 11  3.  "  Autiq.,  18. 6. 10. 
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not ;  but  it  appears  that  his  territory  was  at  the  d 
of  the  emperor.  Thus  Abileae  became  for  the  first  lime  a 
part  of  the  Jewish  kingdom,  and  continued  such  for  several 
years.  To  the  two  tetrarchies  of  Philip  and  Lysaniaa,  Cal- 
igula added  that  of  Herod  Antipaa,  and  subsequently 
Agrippa  received  from  Claudius,  Judea  and  Samaria,  so 
that  he  reigned  not  only  over  all  Palestine,  but  also  over 
Abilene.  As  he  died  earJy,  leaving  a  son,  Herod  Agrippa 
II.,  only  17  years  old,  his  kingdom  was  again  reduced  to 
a  Roman  provioee.'  To  this  Agrippa  13.  was  firat  given 
Calchis,  and  afterward  he  was  transferred  to  the  tetvarchy 
of  Philip,  comprising  Eatanea,  Trachonitis,  and  Gauionitis. 
"  To  these  he  added  the  dominions  of  Lysanias,  and  the 
province  of  which  Varus  had  been  president."'  Thus,  for 
the  second  time,  tlie  tetrarchy  of  Lysanias  became  part  of 
Jewish  territory.  Of  its  subsequent  history  nothing  cer- 
tain is  known. 

We  can  now  see  clearly  the  reason  why  Luke,  writing 
after  Abilene  had  been  made  a  p.ii-t  of  the  Jewish  kingdom, 
should  have  mentioned  the  fact,  having  apparently  so  little 
connection  with  Gospel  history,  that  at  the  time  when  the 
Baptist  appeared  this  tetrai-chy  was  under  the  rule  of 
Lysanias.  It  was  an  allusion  to  a  former  well  known  po- 
litical diviaon  that  had  now  ceased  to  exist,  and  was  to  his 
readers  as  distinct  a  mark  of  time  as  his  mention  of  the 
tetrarchy  of  Antipas,  or  of  Philip.  This  statement  respect- 
ing Lysanias  shows  thas,  when  carefully  examined,  the  ac- 
curacy of  the  Evangelist's  information  of  the  political  history 
of  his  times,  and  should  teach  us  to  rely  upon  it  even  when 
unconfirmed  by  contemporaneous  writers." 

Having  mentioned  the  civil  rulers,  Luke  proceeds  to 
mention  the  ecclesiastical.     "  Annas  and  Caiaphas  were  the 

1  Josephus,  War,  2. 11.  B.  »  Josephns,  War,  9. 13.  B. 

3  See,iti  refereni^e  to  thispDiiit,Wieseler,lTl;  Llcbteiuteia,  ISO  j  Wiaer, 
i.  T ;  Bobinsou,  iii.  162. 
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high-prieste."  '  Lot  us,  therefore,  cousider  the  personal 
and  official  relations  of  these  two  men  to  each  other. 

Annas  ivas  made  high-priest  by  Cyrenius,  the  Roman 
governor  of  Syi-ia,  in  V60,  but  was  deposed  by  Gratus  1G1. 
He  was  succeeded  in  office  by  Israae],  by  his  own  son  Ele- 
azar,  by  Simon,  and  then  by  his  son-in-law,  Joseph  Cidaphas,* 
The  latter  was  appointed  778,  and  held  the  ofEce  till  790. 
Afterward,  several  other  sons  of  Annas  became  high-priests, 
and  one  of  them,  named  Ananus,  was  in  power  when  Jamos, 
brother  of  the  Lord,  was  slain.' 

It  thus  appears  that  although  Annas  had  been  high- 
priest,  yet  that  Caiaphaa  was  actually  such  when  the  Bap- 
tist appeared,  and  that  he  continued  in  office  during  all  tho 
public  life  of  Christ.  According  to  the  Mosaic  institutions 
there  could  bo  but  one  high-priest  at  a  time.  The  oSiee 
was  hereditary,  and  was  held  for  life.  As  was  to  be  ex- 
pected after  the  Jews  had  fallen  under  bondage  to  the 
heathen  nations,  the  high-priests,  though  nominally  inde- 
pendent, became  tools  in  the  hands  of  their  masters,  and 
this  high  dignity  was  transferred  from  one  to  another,  both 
by  Herod  and  by  the  Roman  governors,  as  their  political 
interests  demanded.  Hence  there  were  often  living  at  the 
same  time  a  number  who  had  filled  this  office,  and  been  de- 
posed. Probably  other  ex-high-priests  besides  Annas  were 
now  living,  and  upon  that  ground  equally  well  entitled  as 
himself  to  the  name.  That  he  should  be  distinctively  so 
called  in  the  passage  before  us,  does  not  then  seem  suffi- 
ciently explained  by  the  fact  that  he  had  been  high-priest 
some  years  before,  and  that  he  still  retained  the  title  among 
the  people  at  large.  Some  ascribe  the  prominence  given 
him  to  the  fact  that  ho  stood  high  in  popular  estimation, 

1  TiBchendorf  reads  nrj  opxI*peias  Awa  Kal  Kow^B,  "  Annas,  high-priest, 
and  Caiaphaa."  So  Alfofd.  Compare  Acts  iv,  6,  where  a  Uke  form  of  es- 
pression  is  used. 

'  JoBephua,  Antiq.,  IS.  2.  3,  '  Enseb.,  ii.  3B. 
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and  still  exerted  great  influence  ;  or  that,  as  fether-in-law 
of  Caiapiias,  he  continued  to  direct  public  matters.  Against 
this  it  may  "be  said  that  Luke  would  Bcarceiy  have  men- 
tioned him  in  connection  with  the  emperor,  the  governor, 
the  tetrarchs,  and  the  high-prieat,  unless  he  also  was  filling 
some  high  official  position. 

If,  then,  we  conclude  that  Annas  is  not  mentioned  merely 
as  an  influential  private  person  who  had  once  heen  high- 
priest,  what  office  did  he  fill?  The  word  upxuptv^,  high- 
priest,  does  not  decide  it,  as  it  is  itself  of  indefinite  signifi- 
cation. Hug  (followed  by  Friedlieb)'  supposes  both  Annas 
and  Caiaphaa  to  have  held  office  at  the  same  time,  and  to 
have  officiated  as  high-priests  in  turn,  one  at  one  feast  and 
the  other  at  the  next ;  or,  more  probably,  one  during  ono 
year  and  the  other  during  the  next.  For  this  supposition 
there  is  no  good  gronnd,  and  it  implies  a  tenure  of  office  in- 
consistent with  facts.'  Othei-s  therefore  make  Annas  to 
have  been  the  Nasi,  or  president  of  the  Sanhedrim.  Others, 
the  vice-president,  the  office  of  president  belonging  to  the 
high-priest.  Others  still  suppose  that  he  was  the  sagan,  or 
vicarius  of  the  high-priest,  "in  his  absence  to  oversee,  or  in 
his  presence  to  assist  in  the  oversight  of  the  affairs  of  the 
temple,  and  the  service  of  the  piiests." '  "  The  vicar  of  the 
high-priest,  the  next  in  dignity  to  him,  and  the  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  Sanhedrim."  *  But  the  existence  of  such  a 
deputy  is  doubtful."  Some,  finally,  as  Alford,  referring  to 
the  fact  that  the  Law  directed  the  office  to  be  held  during 
life,  suppose  that  Luke  speaks  of  Annas  as  the  lawful  high- 
priest,  one  who,  having  held  it,  could  not  he  legally  de- 
posed. Meyer  thinks  the  Evangelist  to  liave  been  ignorant 
who  was  the  real  high-prieat,  and  therefore  erroneously  as- 
cribes this  title  to  Annaa. 

It  seems,  from  the  manner  in  which  Annas  is  mentioned, 

■  Arcli^Iogie,  ?3.  '  Josephus,  Antiq.,  IB.  2.  2. 

>  Lightfoot,  is.  33.  '  Greawell,  iii.  £00.  °  Wiaer,  i.  S07. 
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not  only  by  Lake  but  by  John,  that  be  did  i  fact  hoi  I 
aome  high  official  position,  and  this  probably  n  connect  o  i 
with  the  Sanhedrim.  This  point  will  be  furtl  er  exi  n  le  1 
when  we  consider  the  pai't  he  took  in  the  trial  of  the  Lo  1 
That,  in  times  of  such  general  confusion,  when  the  laws  of 
Mosea  respecting  the  high-priesthood  were  very  little  re- 
garded, and  offices  became  important  according  to  the 
political  capacity  of  those  that  filled  them,  the  exact  rela- 
tions of  Annas  and  Caiaphas  to  each  other  can  be  deter- 
mined, is  not  to  be  expected.  A  like  difficulty  seems  to 
exist  in  explaining  the  relations  of  Ananus  and  Joshua, 
mentioned  by  Josephus.^ 

The  year  during  which  John  began  bis  ministry  was 
probably  a  Sabbatic  year,  (Ex.  xxiii.  11.)  According  to 
Wieseler,  such  a  year  was  that  from  Tisri  779  to  Tisri 
780.  Greswell  makes  from  780-781  a  Sabbatic  year.  (He 
admits,  however,  that  the  received  principles  of  the  modem 
Jewish  reckoning  would  require  him  to  place  it  a  year  ear- 
lier.) If  this  year  was  now  observed  by  the  Jews  accord- 
ing to  its  original  intent,  it  was  a  most  appropriate  time 
for  the  Baptist  to  begin  his  labors,  the  people  having  no 
burdensome  agricultural  tasks  to  occupy  them,  and  being 
thus  at  liberty  to  attend  upon  bis  instructions." 

It  is  not  improbable  that  John  may  have  begun  his 
labors  as  a  preacher  of  the  kingdom  some  time  before  he 
began  to  baptize.  Some  instruction  as  to  the  nature  of  the 
rite,  and  some  exhortation  to  convince  of  its  necessity, 
would  naturally  precede  its  administration.  His  preaching 
then  need  not  have  been  confined  to  the  banks  of  the  Jor- 
dan, but  may  have  begun  in  the  wilderness,  and  only  after 
he  began  to  baptize  did  he  remain  in  one  place,  (Luke  iii. 
3.)  From  the  expression  in  Mark  i.  4,  "  John  did  baptize 
in  the  wilderness,"  some  have  infeiTed  that  he  baptized 

1  Life,  88.  2 ;  War,  i.  3.  9.  '  Etraia,  AltertliQmer,  414. 
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before  he  came  to  the  Jordan.'  B«t  the  Jordan  was  in- 
cluded in  the  well-known  designation  "  the  desert."  This 
desert,  called  in  Matt.  iii.  1  "  the  desert  of  Jndea,"  and  which 
is  mentioned  in  Judges  i.  16,  seems  to  have  comprised  all 
the  region  between  the  monntains  of  Judea  on  the  one 
side,  and  tlie  Dead  Sea  and  the  lower  parts  of  the  Jordan 
on  the  other.  According  to  some,  this  wilderness  of  Judah 
stretched  along  on  the  west  side  of  the  Jordan,  from  the 
end  of  the  Dead  Sea  to  Scythopolis. 

The  place  where  John  baptized  was  Bethany,  on  the 
east  side  of  Jordan,  (John  i.  28.)  The  textus  receptus  says 
Bethabara,  but  Bethany  is  gcnei-ally  admitted  to  be  the 
right  reading.' 

The  site  of  the  place  having  been  early  forgotten,  Ongen 
conjectured  that  Bethabara  must  be  meant,  and  thus  this 
reading  found  its  way  into  the  text.'  Some  suppose  that 
at  different  times  the  same  place  may  have  had  both  names- 
Bethany  means,  according  to  some,  domus  navis, "  a  house 
of  ships,"  or  "  ferry-house." '  Its  position  is  uncertfun. 
According  to  Stanley,  it  was  the  northern  ford  near  Suc- 
coth,  which  is  some  thirty  miles  north  of  Jericho,  (Gen. 
xxxiii.  17,  Judges  vii.  24.)  It  is  strangely  placed  by  Light- 
foot  between  Lake  Merom  and  the  Sea  of  Galilee.  It  was 
doubtless  at  one  of  the  fords  of  the  Jordan,  not  far  from 
Jericho,  and  thus  in  the  great  eastern  line  of  travel,  as 
the  people  came  to  the  feasts.  It  could  not  have  been 
at  the  ford  nearest  the  mouth  of  the  river,  as  the 
depth  is  too  great  to  allow  a  passage,  except  by  swim- 
ming ; "  but  was  probably  that  nearly  east  of  Jericho  at 
the  mouth  of  Wady  Shaib,  and  which  is  now  the  ordinary 
ford.  Below  this  is  the  ruined  convent  of  St.  John  the 
which  the  Latin  pilgrims  bathe ;  and  two  or 

So  Tisciiendovf,  Alford, 

a,  Stanloy,  804,  note  3. 

5  lio'binson,  i.  loS. 
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three  miles  lower  still  is  the  bathing  place  of  the  Greek 
pilgrims.  Both  affirm  that  their  respective  bathing  places 
were  hallowed  by  the  baptism  of  the  Lord,  and  by  the  pas- 
sage of  the  ark  of  the  covenant.'  Arculf  (a,  d.  TOO)  says  : 
"A  wooden  cross  standa  in  the  Jordan  on  the  spot  where 
our  Lord  was  baptized.  The  river  here  is  about  as  broad 
as  a  man  can  throw  a  stone  with  a  sling.  A  stone  bridge, 
TEUsed  on  arches,  reatihes  from  the  bank  of  the  river  to  the 
cross  where  people  bathe.  A  little  church  stands  at  the 
brink  of  the  water,  on  the  spot  where  our  Lord  is  said  to 
have  laid  His  clothes  when  He  entered  the  river.^  On  the 
higher  ground  is  a  large  monastery  of  monks,  and  a  church 
dedicated  to  St.  John." '  Willibald  also  speaks  of  the  cross 
as  "  standing  in  the  middle  of  the  river,  where  there  is 
small  depth  of  water,  and  a  rope  is  extended  to  it  over  the 
Jordan.  At  the  feast  of  the  Epiphany  the  infirm  and  sick 
come  hither,  and  holding  by  the  rope,  dip  in  the  water." 

Many  in  modern  times  have  desired  to  place  the  Lord's 
baptism  at  the  spot  where  the  Israelites  under  Joshua 
crossed  the  Jordan,  (Josh.  iii.  16.)  Thus  Lightfoot  says: 
"  There  is  reason  to  believe  that  John  was  baptizing  in  the 
very  place  where  the  Israelites  passed  over ;  and  that  our 
Lord  was  baptized  in  that  spot  where  the  ark  rested  in  the 
bed  of  the  river."  Biit  it  ia  generally  agreed  that  it  is  im- 
possible to  determine  the  precise  spot  where  they  crossed. 
Such  exact  local  coincidences  are  unimportant.  It  is  enough 
that  the  places  were  not  far  removed  from  each  other. 
Ffoulkes  °  supposes  John  to  have  baptized  at  three  distinct 
fords  of  the  Jordan :  first,  at  the  lower  ford  near  Jericho, 
to  which  the  people  of  Judea  and  Jerusalem  would  natu- 
rally come ;  second,  higher  up  the  river  at  Bethabara,  to 
which  the  people  of  Galilee  and  the  northern  parts  of  the 
land  came,  and  where  Jesus  was  baptized ;  third,  still 
'  Early  Travels,  8. 
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higher  up,  at  ^non,  a  ford  less  frequented,  but  where  was 
,  abundance  of  water.  It  is  more  likely,  however,  that  an 
abundance  of  water  should  have  been  found  at  the  lower 
than  the  upper  ford. 

The  recognition  of  Jesus  by  John,  ■when  the  former 
came  to  he  baptized,  is  to  be  explained,  not  hy  the  fact  of 
prior  acquaintance,"  for  such  acquaintance  is  by  "no  means 
certain,'  but  by  the  immediate  revelation  of  God.  John  knew 
the  natureofhisown  mission,  as  the  herald  of  the  Messiah, but 
he  did  not  know  who  the  Messiah  was,  nor  when  He  should 
appear.  The  mark  by  which  he  should  recognize  Him  was 
one  to  he  given  at  a  fitting  time,  the  supernatural  descent 
of  the  Spirit  upon  Him,  (John  i,  33.)  How  far  John  may 
have  had  knowledge  of  the  events  connected  with  Jesus' 
birth,  or  been  brought  into  personal  intercourse  with  Hhn, 
does  not  appear.'  It  is,  however,  very  much  to  be  ques- 
tioned, even  if  he  knew  Him  personally,  whether,  either 
through  his  ownparents,or  Josephand  Mary,  he  had  learned 
any  thing  of  His  miraculous  conception,  or  Divine  character. 
Such  mysteries  were  too  sacred  to  be  prematurely  revealed. 
It  does  not  follow, as  Alford  supposes,  (Matt. iii.  14,)  "from 
the  nature  of  his  relationship  to  the  Lord,  that  he  could  not 
but  know  those  events  which  had  accompanied  His  birth," 
nor  is  there  any  proof  that,  prior  to  the  time  when  they 
met  at  the  Jordan,  John  looked  upon  Him  as  the  Messiaii. 
At  this  interview,  the  whole  appearance  of  Jesus,  His  de- 
meanor and  language,  so  manifested  His  exalted  character 
to  the  discerning  eye  of  the  Baptist,  illumined  hy  the 
Spirit,  that  ho  had  an  immediate  presentiment  who  He  was, 
and  could  say  to  Him,  "  I  have  need  to  be  baptized  of 
thee."  Such  supernatural  discernment  of  character  w^S 
sometimes  given  to  the  old  prophets.  So  Samuel  discerned 
the  future  king  in  Saul,  and  afterward  in  David.'    Still  it 

1  So  Hales,  Toivnsend. 

'  Ewald,  Christus,  102;   Eraffl,  68;   Ellioott,  107.  '  Ebrard,  S63. 

*  ISavo.  is.  17;   svi.  12.     Compare  also  Luka  i,  41,  when  John,  yet  a 
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was  not  till  Jolin  had  seen  the  appointed  sign,  the  descent 
of  the  Spirit,  that  he  couid  beai-  witness  to  Jesus  as  the 
Messiah.' 

The  placing  of  the  Lord's  baptism,  not  at  the  beginning, 
but  during  or  at  the  end  of  His  Jndeau  ministry,'  is  wholly 
arbitrary. 

Some  have  infeiTed  from  Luke  iii.  21,  that  the  descent 
of  the  Spirit  was  in  the  presence  of  the  multitude,  and  vis- 
ible to  aU,'  But  it  was  a  sign  peculiar  to  John,  for  he  vras 
to  bear  witness  to  others,  who  should  receive  his  witness. 
And  thus  he  says,  (John  i.  32-34,)  "I  saw  the  Spirit" — 
"And  I  saw,  and  bare  record  that  this  is  the  Son  of  God." 
Others  were  to  believe,  not  because  they  saw,  but  because 
he  bare  record. 

Jan.— Feb.,  780.     a.d.  27. 

Immedifttelr  after  His  baptiam  Jeaus  was  led  by  the    Miw,  iv.  1-11, 
Spirit  into  the  wilderness  to  be  tempted  of  the  devil,  and    U>.Bicl.  12,13. 
continued  there  forty  days.     After  the  temptations  were    LuKEiv.l-lS. 
ended  He  returned  to  the  Jordan.  Just  before  Hia  return,     John  i.  19-28. 
John  waa  visited  bj  a  deputation  of  priests  and  Levitca 
from  Jerusalem,  to  inquire  who  be  was,  and  by  what  au- 
thority he  baptized.  In  rep]  J,  be  announces  himself  as  (he 
forerunner  of  the  Messiah.     The  next  day  he  sees  Jesus 
coming  to  him,  and  beai's  witness  to  Him  as  the  Lamb  of 
God.     The  day  foliowing  he  repeats  tliia  testimony  to  hfe    John  i.  29-3T. 
disciples.     Two  of  them  follow  Him  lo  His  home,  and, 
joined  by  others  soon  after,  go  with  Hun  to  Galileo.  John  i,  38-51, 

The  Synoptists  do  not  mention  the  visit  of  the  deputa- 
tion to  the  Baptist,  nor  does  John  mention  the  temptation, 
but  it  is  plain  that  the  latter  preceded  the  former.    The 

babe  in  his  mother's  womb,  leaps  for  joy  at  the  salutation  of  the  Virgin 
Mary. 

1  Meyer  in  loco;  Ebrard,  259.  '  So  Pilklngton  and  Wbiston. 
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temptation  followed  immediately  upon  the  taptism,  (Mark 
i.  12,)  and  during  the  forty  days  of  its  continuance  John 
remained  in  the  same  place  preaching  and  baptizing.  His 
reputation  seems  now  to  have  reached  its  cuiminating 
point,  and  attracted  the  attention  of  the  PhaiTsees  and 
ecclesiastical  rulers  at  Jerusalem.  So  popular  a  religious 
refoiiner  could  no  longer  he  left  unnoticed,  and  accord- 
ingly, acting  probably  in  an  official  manner  as  the  Sanbe- 
di-im,  they  sent  a  deputation  of  priests  and  Levites  to  ask 
him  certidn  questions.  As  he  denied  that  he  was  "  the 
Christ,"  or  "  Elias,"  or  "  that  prophet,"  his  answers  gave 
them  no  sufficient  ground  of  accusation  ag^nst  him,  how- 
ever much  they  might  have  sought  it.  The  next  day  he 
sees  Jesus,  apparently  now  returning  from  the  temptation, 
and  for  the  fii'st  time  points  Him  out  as  He  that  shonld 
come  after  him,  the  Lamb  of  God,  and  Baptizer  with  the 
Holy  Ghost.  This  he  could  not  have  done  till  after  the 
baptism,  for  after  it  was  the  sign  given,  and  immediately 
after  the  descent  of  the  Spirit,  Jesus  departed  into  the  wil- 
derness. This  was,  therefore,  the  first  opportunity  of  the 
Baptist  to  testify  to  Him  personally,  as  the  Christ.  If  the 
baptism  bad  not  taken  place  before  the  coming  of  the 
priests  and  Levites,  there  is  no  room  for  it  in  the  subsequent 
narrative.  Some  suppose  that  Jesus  liad  returned  from 
the  temptation  before  the  deputation  came,  upon  the 
ground  that  v.  26  implies  His  personal  presence.'  Most, 
however,  place  His  return  upon  the  next  day,  (v,  29.) 

John's  testimony  to  Jesus  was,  up  to  this  time,  general. 
He  knew  that  one  should  come  after  him,  but  who,  or 
when,  he  could  not  say ;  and  this  is  the  character  of  his 
witness,  as  given  in  the  Synoptists.  But  after  the  baptism 
he  could  bear  a  defimte  witness.  Ho  had  seen  and  recog- 
nized the  Messiah  by  the  divinely-appointed  sign,  and  could 
Bay,  This  is  the  man,  he  is  come,  he  is  personally  present  be- 
1  So  Alforcl  in  loco. 
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fore  you.  To  whom  the  testimony  {vs.  29-34)  was  spoken, 
is  not  certain.  Perhaps  It  was  spoken  before  his  discijjles 
only,  though  the  multitude,  and  also  the  deputation  from 
Jerusalem,  may  have  been  present.  As,  however,  the 
Pharisees  generally  rejected  John's  baptism,  as  without 
authority,  aod  did  not  acknowledge  his  office  as  a  divinely- 
appointed  herald  of  the  Messiah,  it  wa%  plainly  idle  for 
him  to  point  out  Jesus  to  them  aa  such,  (Luke  vii.  29,  30.) 
Bat  to  his  own  disciples,  and  to  all  the  people  who,  by  be- 
ing baptized  of  him,  had  acknowledged  his  prophetic  char- 
acter, such  a  designation  of  Him  was  valid,  and  Ihey  would 
recognize  His  Messianic  character  upon  his  testimony.' 

The  next  day  (v.  35)  John  repeats  bis  testimony  in  the 
presence  of  two  of  his  disciples."  One  of  them  was  An- 
drew, and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  other  was  the  Evan- 
gelist himself,  though  ivith  the  reserve  that  characterizes 
him  ho  does  not  mention  here,  or  elsewhere  in' his  gos- 
pel, his  own  name,  or  that  of  his  mother,  or  brother.  "  It 
was  about  the  tenth  liour"  that  the  two  disciples  went 
with  Jesus  to  His  abode,  (v.  39.)  If  we  adopt  the  Jewish 
computation,  which  divides  the  day  from  sunrise  to  sun- 
set into  twelve  houi-s,  the  tenth  hour  would  be  that  from 
3-4  p.  M.'  This,  however,  would  leave  bwt  a  brief  space 
for  their  interview,  and  seems  inconsistent  with  the  state- 
ment that  "  they  abode  with  Him  that  day."  Some,  there- 
fore, refer  this  to  the  time  when  Andrew  brought  his 
brother  Simon  to  Jesus.  All  the  day  had  the  two  dis- 
ciples been  with  Him,  and  did  not  leave  Him  till  the  tenth 
hour.  Others  say  that  the  two  going  late  in  the  afternoon 
remdned  with  Him  during  the  night.  Many,  not  satisfied 
with  these  explanations,  prefer  the  Roman  computation, 

"  Ab  to  the  view  of  Oiigcn,  that  there  were  three  different  missions  from 
Jerusalem,  distingvilshed  Iq  vs.  19,  S],  25.  see  Williams'  Nutivity,  264. 

s  Sepp  supposes  these  tno  to  hnve  been  witnesses  of  the  Lord's  baptism, 
ocoording  to  a  Jewish  Inw  respecting  the  baptism  of  proseljlea. 

=  Winer,  ii.  560. 
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■which  began  at  midnight.  So  reclsoncd,  the  tenth  hour 
would  correspond  to  our  10  a.  m.,  and  the  disciples  had 
the  whole  day  for  their  interview.'  Whether,  however, 
the  Roman  computation  of  the  houi-s  of  the  day  really  dif- 
fered at  all  from  the  Jewish  is  doubtful;'  nor,  if  so,  does 
the  Evangelist  seem  to  have  ever  used  it.' 

The  finding  of  Simon  (v.  41)  by  his  brother  Andrew, 
and  Lis  coming  to  Jesus,  was  upon  the  same  day  spoken  of, 
(v.  35.)  It  is  probable,  from  the  form  of  expression,  "  He 
first  findeth  his  own  brother  Simon,"  that  as  Andrew 
brought  his  brother  Simon  to  the  Lord,  so  John  also 
brought  his  brother  James.'  But  Alford  explains  it  as 
"  implying  that  both  disciples  went  together  to  seek  Simon, 
but  that  Andrew  found  him  fii-st." 

The  next  day  (v.  43)  Jesus  departs  to  Galilee.  There 
seems  no  good  reason  to  doubt  that  He  was  accompanied 
by  Simon,  and  Andrew,  and  John,  who  had  recognized  in 
Him  the  Messiah,  Some,  however,  suppose  that  they  re- 
mained with  the  Baptist,  and  did  not  join  Jesus  till  a  much 
later  period.'  This  is  intrinsically  improbable.  Whether 
Philip  was  cjilled  by  the  Lord  before  His  departure,  or  upon 
His  way,  is  doubtful.'  Nor  is  it  certain  that  the  calling  of 
Philip  was  founded  upon  a  previous  acquaintance  with  the 
Lord ;  it  may  have  been  through  the  agency  of  Simon  and 
Andrew,  who  were  of  the  same  city,  (v.  44.)  PhiHp  now 
brings  to  the  Lord  another  disciple.  Where  he  found  Na- 
thanaol  is  not  said,  but  most  probably  upon  the  journey. 

I  So  Ebrarii,  STB ;  Ewald,  Christus,  248. 

>  Sm  Becker'H  Gallua,  K15  ;  Pauly,  Real  Enc^clopadie,  ii.  1017. 

'  Against  it,  Mejer,  LJcbtenstein,  Lutlmrdt,  Alfbn).  See  the  following 
passogos,  iv.  6  mid  S2;  xi,  S;  six.  14,  n-hich  nilleach  be  e^iaoiined  in  their 
order.  Greswell,  ii.  Sll,  admits  that  the  Jewish  and  Roman  modes  of  com- 
putation were  alike,  but  supposes  John  io  bare  used  the  modern — fi-om  mid- 
night to  noon,  and  noon  to  midnight. 

'  Meyer,  l.icbtensteia.  '  So  author  of  "  The  Messiah,"  5'3. 

'  For  the  former,  Meyer,  Alford;  foe  the  lultcr,  Tholuck. 
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As  the  home  of  Natlianael  was  at  Cana  of  Galilee,  (John 
xxi.  2,)  it  has  been  thought  by  some  that  there  ho  was 
brought  to  the  Lord. 

The  place  of  the  Lord's  temptation  was  in  the  wilder- 
ness of  Judea  already  spoken  of,  and  cannot  be  more  par- 
ticularly designated.  Tradition  points  to  a  high  mountaui 
a  little  west  of  Jericho,  overlooking  the  plain  of  the  Jor- 
dan, and  which  was  the  "  exceeding  high  mountain  "  from 
which  the  Tempter  showed  the  Lord  all  the  kingdoms  of 
the  world.  This  mountain,  in  allusion  to  the  foity  days' 
fest,  was  called  the  Quarantana.  Thomson  says  that  "  the 
side  facing  the  plain  is  as  perpendicular  and  apparently  as 
high  as  the  rock  of  Gibraltar;  and  upon  the  very  summit  are 
still  visible  the  ruins  of  an  ancient  convent."  Robinson 
speaks  of  it  as  "a  perpendicularwallof  rock,  1,200  or  1,500 
feet  above  the  plain,"  He  does  not  think  the  name  or  the 
tradition  to  be  older  than  the  crusades,  the  mountain  being 
first  mentioned  by  Saewulf  about  1100  a.  d.,  and  its  namti 
a  hundred  years  later.  Stanley  makes  the  scone  of  the 
temptation  to  have  been  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  Jordan, 
among  "  the  desert  hills  whence  Moses  had  seen  the  view 
of '  all  the  kingdoms '  of  Palestine."  '  An  old  tradition 
makes  the  trial  of  Adam  and  Eve  in  Paradise  to  have  been 
forty  days. 

Matthew  and  Lute  diifer  in  the  order  of  the  three  temp- 
tations; but  on  internal  grounds,  which  cannot  hero  be 
^ven,  that  of  Matthew  is  to  be  preferred.' 

That  Jesus  returned  at  once  from  the  wilderness  to  the 
Jordan,  is  apparent  from  the  whole  order  of  the  narrative. 
Wieseler,  however,  (258,)  makes  a  period  of  5-J  months  to 
have  intervened,  during  which  nothing  respecting  Him  is 
narrated.     This  is  in  the  highest  degree  improbable. 

'  See  Ellioott,  109  ;  Greswell,  ii.  S02.  Sepp  also  puts  it  on  the  cnslcru 
sbores  of  the  Dead  Sea. 

'  As  to  the  relation  of  the  fast  lo  the  tempfaljons,  Bcc  Grcswell,  ii.  206  ; 
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Feb.— Apkil,  780.     a.  d.  27. 

Arriving  ut  Cana  of  Galileo,  the  Lord,  at  u  marriage  John  ii.  1-11. 
feast,  changes  water  into  wino.   Afterwards  He  goes  down 
with  His  mother,  and  brethren,  and  disciples,  to  Caper- Joiraii,  12, 13. 
naum,  but  remains  there  only  a  few  days,  as  the  Passover 
was  at  hiiud.    From  Capernaum  He  goes  up  to  Jerusalem 
to  attend  this  feast. 

"  And  the  third  clay  there  was  a  marriage,"  (v,  1.)  It 
is  disputed  from  what  point  of  time  this  third  day  ia  to 
be  reclconed.  Some  would  make  it  the  thii'd  day  after  His 
arrival  in  Galilee ; '  others,  as  Alfoi'd,  the  tliird  day  from 
the  calling  of  Nathanael,  but  one  day  inteiTening;  and 
others,  as  Lange,  identify  it  with  the  day  last  mentioned,  (v, 
43.)  Biunt'  supposes  the  Evangelist  to  have  some  event, In 
his  mind  from  which  he  dates,  but  which  he  does  not  men, 
tion.  But  most  count  from  the  day  of  the  departure 
to  Galilee,  {v.  43.) '  The  order  of  events  may  be  thus 
given  (John  i.  19— ii,  l)  :  the  1st  day,  verse  1 9,  the  visit  of 
the  deputation  from  Jerusalem ;  the  2d  day,  verse  29,  Je- 
sus returns  from  the  temptation,  and  John  bears  witness 
to  Him ;  the  3d  day,  verse  35,  the  two  diseiplcs  visit 
Him ;  the  4th  day,  verso  43,  He  begins  His  journey  to 
Galilee ;  tho  5th  and  6th  days  are  spent  upon  the  way. 
According  to  Lntbardt,  on  the  third  day  the  two  disciples 
visit  Jesus;  on  the  fourth  Simon  is  brought  to  Ilim  ;  on 
the  fifth  Philip  and  Nathanael ;  on  tho  6th  He  is  on  His 
way ;  on  tho  seventh  He  reaches  Cana.  Thus,  the  Lord's 
ministry  begins  as  it  ends,  with  seven  days,  whose  events 
(■  mentioned.    At  least  two  days  must  have 

1  So  Friedlicb,  Lobcn  Jesn,  189 ;  Trbncli,  Mir.,  S3, 

>  Script,  Coincidences,  261. 

'  So  Sobinson,  Mejer,  Liehtenstein,  Ellicott 
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been  spent  on  the  way,  as  the  distance  from  Eethabara  to 
Nazareth  was  not  far  from  60  miles.' 

It  is  probable  that  the  Lord  passed  through  Nazareth 
on  Hia  way  to  Cana.  Ewald  supposes  that  the  family  of 
Joseph  Lad  at  this  time  left  Nazareth,  and  were  already 
settled  at  Cana.'  But  it  seems  conclusive  against  this  that 
Philip  should  speak  to  Nathanael  of  Jesus  as  Jesus  of  Naza- 
reth, (John  L  45,)  and  that  Nathanael,  who  was  of  Cana, 
should  know  nothing  of  Him.  The  mother  of  Jesus  seems 
to  have  been  intimate  in  the  family  where  the  wedding  took 
place,  from  which  it  has  been  inferred  that  she  was  a  rela- 
tive of  one  of  the  parties.  One  tradition  makes  Alpheiis 
and  Mary,  the  sister  of  the  Lord's  mother,  to  have  resided 
at  Cana,  and  the  marriage  to  have  been  that  of  one  of  their 
sons.  According  to  Greswell,  it  was  the  marriage  of  Al- 
pheus  and  Mary  themselves.  Another  tradition,  current 
among  the  Mohammedans,  and  maintained  by  some  in  the 
Church,  makes  John  the  apostle  to  have  been  the  bride- 
groom ;  another  that  tho  bridegroom  was  Simon  the  Ca- 
nanito,  the  latter  epithet  being  a  designation  of  his  resi- 
dence, not  of  his  character.  As  no  allusion  is  made  to  Jo- 
seph, the  most  obvious  inference  is  that  he  was  already 
dead.  From  the  feet  that  His  disciples  were  invited  with  the 
Lord,  it  would  appear  that  they  were  friends  of  the  mar- 
ried pair,  or  that  they  were  present  as  friends  of  Jesus. 
It  is  not  certain  that  all  tho  disciples  ai-e  here  included ; 
perhaps  only  Philip  and  Nathanael  went  with  Ilirn.^  Some, 
however,  find  in  tiie  six  water  pots  an  allusion  to  the  Lord 
and  His  five  disciples.' 

The  mariiage  took  place  at  "Cana  of  Galilee."  The 
name  signifies,  in  Hebrew,  a  "  place  of  reeds,"  and  is  once 

■  Epiphanius  puts  the  miracle  at  the  wedding  on  tlie  Uh  Janaarj,  but 
this  is  riglitly  rejected  bj  Baronius. 

'  So  Stanley,  359,  note.  =  Trencii,  Mir.,  8*. 

*  See  Luthardt,  i.  17 
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nsed  in  the  Old  Testament  as  the  name  of  a  stream  on  tlie 
borders  of  Ephraim  and  Manasseb,  (Josh.  xvi.  8,)  and  of  a 
city  in  Asher,  (Josh,  xix,  28.)  With  this  city  of  Asher 
Greswell  identifiea  the  Cana  «f  the  Gospels,  The  addition 
"  of  Galilee  "  here  seenas  designed  to  distinguish  it  from 
some  other  Cana.  There  are  now  two  Canas  in  Galilee ; 
one  Kana  el  Jelil,  north ;  the  other  Kefr  Kenna,  north-east 
from  Nazareth,  and  it  is  disputed  which  i,s  meant.  Robin- 
son (iL  34V)  shows  that  upon  etymological  grounds  the 
former  is  to  be  preferred,  the  present  Arabic  name  Kana 
el  Jelil  being  identical  with  Cana  of  Galilee,  while  Keir 
Kenna  "  can  only  be  twisted  by  force  into  a  like  shape." 
He  shows  also  that  the  former  was  by  early  tradition  pointed 
out  as  tho  true  site  of  the  miracle,  and  that  only  since  the 
16th  centuiy,  and  for  the  convenience  of  monks  and  travel- 
lers, was  the  latter  selected.  In  this  view  of  Robinson 
most  now  agree.'  De  Saulcy,  however,  (ii.  376,)  maintains 
the  claims  of  Kefr  Kenna,  affirming  that  the  present  name 
of  Kana  el  Jelil  does  not  mean  Cana  of  Galilee,  but  Cana 
the  great,  or  illustrious.  He  also  objects  that  this  village 
is  too  far  from  Nazareth,  and  in  the  wrong  direction,  to 
answer  to  tho  nan-ative.'  Stanley  speaks  of  the  claims  of 
the  two  Canas  as  "  being  about  equally  balanced."  Thom- 
son speaks  hesitatingly.  Making  inquiries,  when  in  the 
neighborhood,  of  all  he  met,  where  the  water  ivas  made 
wine,  "with  one  consent  they  pointed  to  Ke&  Kenna. 
Some  of  them  knew  of  a  ruin  called  Kanna  on  the  north 
side  .of  the  great  pl^n  of  Bflttauf,  but  only  one  had  ever 
heard  of  the  word  '  Jelil '  as  a  part  of  the  name,  and  fi'om 
the  hesitancy  with  which  this  one  admitted  it,  I  was  left  in 
doubt  whether  he  did  not  merely  acquiesce  in  it  at  my  sug- 
gestion.    It  is  cert^n  that  very  few,  even  of  the  Moslems, 

1  So  Winer,  Raumer,  Eiiter,  Moycr,  Porter,  Van  de  Veldc,  Sepp. 
'  See  Eobinson's  Reply,  iii.  lOS,  note.    Ewald,  Cbristue,  170,  note,  docidoa 
against  De  Saulcy. 
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kiioiv  tho  fall  name  of  Kana  el  Jelil ;  and  yet  I  think  Dr. 
Robinson  has  about  settled  the  question  in  its  favor."  Os- 
borne says  that  at  Kefr  Kenna  he  inquired  its  name  of  hia 
guides  and  Arabs,  who  said  it  vaa  also  called  Kenna  el 
Jelil.  Also  one  of  the  natives  called  it  Jelil.  He  conaid 
ered  it,  however,  a  new  name,  devised  to  preserve  the  char- 
acter of  the  place  as  Cana  of  Galilee. 

This  village  lies  12  or  15  miles  north  of  Ifasareth,  on  the 
southern  declivity  of  a  hill  that  overlooks  the  plain  El  Biit- 
tauf.  According  to  Robinson :  "  The  situation  is  fine.  It 
was  once  a  considerable  village,  of  well-built  houses,  now 
deserted.  Many  of  the  dwellings  are  in  ruins ;  wo  could 
discover  no  traces  of  antiquity."  Thomson  says  tliat  there 
is  not  now  a  habitable  house  in  the  village,  though  aome 
of  them  may  have  been  inhabited  within  tlie  last  fifty  years. 
There  are  many  ancient  cisterns  about  it,  and  fragments  of 
water-jars  in  abundance,  not,  however,  of  stone,  but  of 
baked  earth.  Hot  only  is  the  village  deserted,  but  the 
near  neighborhood  is  so  wild,  that  it  is  the  iavoritc  hunting 
ground  for  the  inhabitants  of  Kefr  Kenna. 

Kefr  Kenna  lies  4  or  5  miles  north-east  of  Nazareth,  in 
a  small  valley  upon  the  border  of  a  plain.  At  the  entrance 
of  the  village  is  a  founttun  made  out  of  an  ancient  sar- 
cophagus, which  the  inhabitants  show  as  the  fountain  from 
which  the  water-pots  were  filled.  A  Greek  church  is  built 
upon  the  site  of  the  miracle,  but  is  a  modern  structure.  In 
this  church  are  shown  two  enormous  stone  vases,  as  two 
of  the  six  water-pots.  De  Saulcy  maintains  that  they  aro 
as  old  as  the  period  at  which  the  miracle  took  place. 
There  are  some  ruins  apparently  ancient,  and  among  them 
is  shown  the  house  of  Simon  the  Cananite. 

The  marriage  festivities  among  the  Jews  usually  con- 
tinued six  or  seven  days,  and  it  is  not  certJun  upon  which  of 
these  days  the  miracle  was  wrought,  but  probably  toward 
the  last.    At  their  expiration  Jesus  went  with  His  mother 
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and  brethren  and  disciples  to  Capernaum.  The  O' 
this  journey  is  not  mentioned ;  perhaps,  because  invited  by 
Peter  and  Andrew,  who  seem  now  to  have  resided  there. 
Friedlieb  (191)  suggests  that,  as  the  Passover  was  now  not 
distaJit,  they  might  Jiave  desii-ed  to  join  a  party  of  pilgrims 
going  up  to  the  feast  from  that  city.  The  fact  that  He  did 
not  remain  there  many  days,  is  mentioned  as  indicating  that 
His  public  ministry  had  not  yet  begun.  There  is  no  inti- 
mation that  He  taught,  or  made  any  public  manifestation  of 
Himself  while  at  Capernaum.  Pi-obably  His  time  was  spent 
in  private  intercourse  with  His  disciples.  Lighfcfoot,(iii,44,) 
who  makes  four  months  to  intervene  between  the  temptation 
and  first  Passover,  supposes  Him  to  have  spent  this  inter- 
val ma"  perambulation  of  Galilee."  Of  this  there  is  no 
hint  in  the  narrative.  As  the  Passover  drew  nigh.  He 
went  up  to  Jerhsalem,  Whether  the  disciples  accompanied 
Him  is  not  stated ;  but  as  they  would  naturally  attend  the 
feast,  and  as  afterward  they  are  found  with  Him,  (John  ii. 
22,)  we  infer  that  they  did  so. 

Passovee,  April  11-18,  780.     a.  d.  27. 

At  thia  feast  Jeaue  with  a  scourge  drives  out  of  the  Jonsii.  14-22. 
temple  the  sellers  of  animals  for  aacrifice,  and  the  money- 
changers.   To  the  Jews,  demanding  Bis  authority  to  do 
such  things,  Be  replies  in  a  parable.    During  the  feast  He  JoiiHii.  23-25. 
wrought  miracles  which  led  many  to  believe  on  Him.    He  John  iii,  1-21. 
is  visited  at  night  by  Kicodemus,  to  whom  he  explains  the 
nature  of  the  new  birth.    Allerward  He  departs  from  Jons  iii.  22. 
Jerusalem  into  the  land  of  Judea,  where  He  tarries  with 
His  disciples,  and  they  baptized.  Jons  iv,  2. 

This  Passover,  according  to  Groswell,  was  on  the  9th 
April.  Friedlieb  makes  it  to  have  been  on  the  11th.  We 
follow  the  latter.  If  the  Lord's  baptism  was,  as  we  have 
supposed,  early  in  Januaiy,  between  the  baptism  and  the 
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Passover  ivas  an  interval  of  some  three  months,'  The  ex- 
act length  of  this  interval  depends,  of  course,  upon  the  date 
of  the  baptism.  With  this  Passover  His  public  ministry 
may  properly  be  said  to  begin. 

This  purification  of  the  Temple  is  plainly  a  different  one 
to  that  mentioned  by  the  Synoptists,  (Matt.  xxi.  12-16 ; 
Mark  xi,  15-19 ;  Luke  xix.  45-48.)  This  occurred  at  the 
beginning ;  that  at  the  end  of  His  ministiy.  The  a«t,  in  all 
its  essential  outward  features,  must  have  been  the  same; 
but  its  significance  varied  with  the  time.  A?  now  per- 
formed, it  waa  a  plain  and  open  avowal  of  His  Divine  au- 
thority, and  a  public  reproof  of  the  wickedness  of  the 
piiests  and  rulers,  who  pennitted  His  Father's  house  to  be 
made  a  house  of  merchandise.  Nothing  could  have  brought 
Him  more  publicly  before  the  ecclesiastical  authorities  and 
the  multitudes  who  thronged  to  the  feast,  than  this  act ; 
nor  have  shown  more  distinctly  the  nature  and  extent  of 
His  prophetic  claims.  He  was  the  Son  of  God,  jealous  of 
His  Father's  honor,  and  to  whom  it  especially  belonged  to 
see  that  His  courts  were  not  defiled. 

As  the  chief  sacrifice,  that  of  the  Paschal  Lamb,  was 
offered  on  the  first  day  of  the  feast,  it  ia  probable  that  this 
purification  took  place  before  or  on  that  day.  Although 
the  act  must  have  drawn  to  Him  popular  attention,  and 
awakened  general  inquiry  who  He  was,  no  hostile  measures 
seem  to  have  been  taken  at  this  time  by  the  Jewish  author- 
ities. They  asked  for  a  sign  (v.  18)  as  a  voucher  for  His 
Divine  commission,  which  He  declined  to  give,  and  an- 
swered them  ui  an  enigmatical  manner.  Still  Ho  wrought 
afterward,  during  the  feast,  miracles  which  caused  many 
to  believe  in  Him.  Bat  their  feith  restmg  merely  upon  the 
exhibitions  of  power  which  they  saw,  not  upon  any  percep- 
tions of  the  moral  character  of  His  works,  He  did  not  com- 

'  Paschale  Cbronicon,  76  dajs ;  Friedlieb,  67  days ;  Gceawell,  64  daya. 
7* 
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mit  Himself  to  ttem,  or  enter  into  any  intimate  relations 
with  them,  as  with  His  disciples  from  Galilee.  Eat  in 
Nicodemus,  whom  Lightfoot  calls  "one  of  the  judges  of 
the  great  Sanhedrim,"  He  found  one  in  whom  were  the 
germs  of  a  true  frnth,  and  to  whom  He  could  reveal  Him- 
self, not  only  through  work,  hut  through  word.  That 
Nicodemus  should  come  secretly  by  night,  shows  that  there 
was,  even  now,  among  the  priests  and  rulers  with  whom  he 
had  most  intercourse,  a  feeling  of  dislike  to  Jesus,  and  that 
some  degree  of  odium  attached  to  all  who  were  known  to 
visit  Him.. 

Atler  the  feast  was  over,  Jesus,  leaving  the  city,  went 
into  some  part  of  the  territory  adjacent,  or  into  the  province 
of  Judea,  as  distmguished  from  its  chief  city.  Tho  part  of  the 
land  to  which  He  went  is  not  mentioned,  but  we  may  infer 
that,  as  His  purpose  was  to  haptize,  He  went  to  the  Jordan, 
or  to  some  one  of  the  streams  running  into  it.  Sepp  (ii. 
100)  supposes  Him  to  have  gone  from  place  to  place  in  south- 
ern Judea,  baptizing  at  all  the  principal  fountains,  which 
He  could  do,  as  His  baptism  was  by  sprmkling,  as  that  of 
John  was  by  immersion.  This  is  pure  conjecture.  Perhaps 
we  may  infer  from  John,  (iv.  4,)  "And  He  must  needs  go 
through  Samaria,"  that  Ho  was  at  this  time  in  the  northern 
part  of  Judea.'  That  He  began  the  work  of  baptizing  by 
His  disciples  soon  after  the  feast,  and  before  Ho  returned 
to  Galilee,  seems  fairly  inferable  from  the  narrative.  It 
has,  however,  been  ssud '  that  a  considerable  interval  (from 
April  to  October)  elapsed,  during  which  the  Lord  and  His 
disciples  returned  to  Galilee,  and  lived  in  retirement,  en- 
gaged in  their  usual  pursuits.  In  support  of  this  it  is 
claimed  that  tho  baptismal  activity  of  Jcsua  must  have  been 
very  brief,  since  the  Baptist's  disciples  speak  of  it  as  recent, 
(John  iii.  26,)  and  it  was  given  up  so  soon  aa  His  work 

1  See  Moyer  in  loco.  »  Lichlenstein,  157. 
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began  to  awaken  the  jealousy  of  the  Pharisees,  (John  ir. 
1-3.)  Supposing  that  the  Lord  left  Judea,  upon  grounds 
to  be  hereafter  stated,  in  November  or  December,  He 
must  have  been  there  about  six  months.  We  cannot 
certainly  determine  whether  He  was  so  long  actually 
engaged  in  the  work  of  baptizing.  GresweJI  makes  the 
time  so  spent  to  have  been  less  than  a  month ;  Norton  only 
two  or  three  weeks.  But  we  need  not  suppose  Him  to  have 
commenced  immediately  after  the  Passover,  though  we 
have  no  data  to  determine  the  exact  time.  Nor  can  we 
tell  when  John  left  the  Jordan  and  began  to  baptize  at 
^non,  (v.  23.) '  That  Jesus  had  been  for  some  time  car- 
rying on  His  work  before  the  complaint  made  by  John's 
diseipies,  (v.  26,)  appears  ftom  the  great  numbers  that 
thronged  to  His  baptism. 

We  see,  then,  no  good  grounds  for  believing  that  Jesus 
after  the  Passover  went  into  Galilee,  and  returning  after 
some  months,  began  to  baptize.  Yet  we  may,  on  the  other 
hand,  admit  that  His  baptismal  work  was  not  of  very  long 
duration.  There  ia  nothing  in  the  note  of  time,  (v,  22,) 
"  after  these  thmgs,"  fttra  ravra,  that  forbids  us  to  suppose 
that  a  few  weeks  may  have  elapsed  between  the  feast  and 
the  beginning  of  this  work.' 

Whilst  Jesus  was  baptizing,  John  was  also  prosecuting 
his  work.  He  had,  however,  left  the  Jordan  and  gone  to 
jEnon,  (v.  23.)  Tho  site  of  this  place  is  not  known.  The 
Evangelist  speaks  of  it  as  near  to  Salim,  and  gives  as  the 
reason  of  its  selection  that  there  was  "  much  water,"  or 
"  many  fountains,"  T;SaTa  ttoXXh,  there.  The  word  jEnon 
means  fountains,  but  it  is  doubtful  whether  it  denotes  here, 

'  See  Greswell,  ii.  215,  who  thinks  the  slatement  tbot  Uiere  was  much 
water  there,  "a  proof  (hat  tho  rainy  season  had  beeo  some  time  over,  and 
water  WHS  beginning  to  be  scarce,"  and  thus  showing  that  it  w^  near  mid- 
Enmmer.    LitUe  reliance  can  be  placed  on  this. 

'  Compare  the  parallel  exprBSsions,  John  v.  1;  VJ-  Ij  Tii.  1.  "The  se- 
qiicnee  is  not  inimediate,"  Allbrd  in  loco. 
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a  village,  or  fountains  near  a  village.  The  latter  seems 
most  litely,  as  its  position  is  defined  by  saying  that  it  was 
near  to  Salim,  "  Baptizing  near  tho  waters  of  deep-waved 
Salim."  '  But  the  position  of  this  Sahm  ta  also  undeter- 
mined. Jerome  speaks  of  a  town  called  in  his  day  Salem, 
not  far  from  Scythopolis,  where  the  ruins  of  a  palace  of 
Meluhizedek  were  shown.  He  speaks  also  of  a  Salumiaa, 
which  he  apparently  identifies  with  Salem,  as  lying  in  the 
plain  or  valley  of  the  Jordan,  eight  miles  south  of  Scythop- 
olis. He  places  ^non  in  the  same  locality,  near  Salem  and 
the  Jordan.'  Here  it  is  now  placed  by  Van  de  Velde,  at 
the  base  of  Tell  Ridghah,  where  there  are  some  ruins  and 
a  spiing.'  K  this  be  correct,  .^non  ivoufd  have  been  with- 
in the  bounds  of  Samaria.  But  it  is  difficult  to  believe  that 
John,  the  preacher  of  the  Law,  could  have  entered  Sama- 
ria to  baptize,  when,  at  a.  later  period,  the  Lord  forbade  the 
Twelve  to  preach  in  any  of  its  cities,  (Matt.  x.  5.)  Nor  is 
there  any  trace,  in  the  conversation  of  the  Samaritans  with 
Jesus,  of  any  such  ministry  of  the  Baptist  among  them,  (see 
John  iv,  9.)  Salim  and  iEnon  have  therefore  been  looked 
for  in  other  directions.  Some,  as  Wieseler,  have  found 
them  in  the  wilderness  of  Jndah,  referring  to  Josh.  xv.  32, 
where  a  city  Ain  is  mentioned  in  connection  with  Shilhim. 
Lichtenstein  (160)  finds  an  Maon  in  Wady  el  Khulil,  a  little 
west  of  Hebron.  Sepp,  in  Beit  Ainun,  north  of  Hebron, 
Barclay  (S58)  thinks  he  finds  it  in  certain  fonntains  in  Wady 
Farah,  six  miles  north-east  from  Jerusalem,  of  which  he 
speaks  as  of  all  tho  fountains  in  the  neighborhood  of  Jeru- 
salem, by  far  the  most  copious  and  interesting.  One  is  ca- 
.  pable  of  driving  several  mills  as  it  gushes  forth  from  the 
earth,  but  is  intermittent.  The  Wady  in  which  they  lie  he 
heard  also  called  Salim,  and  his  guide  conducted  him  to 
the  site  of  an  ancient  city  near  by.     Below,  the  stream  is 

>  Nonaus  in  Lightfbot,  x.  S37. 
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called  the  Kelt,  and  is  generally  supposed  to  be  "  the  brook 
Cherith  that  ia  before  Jordan,"  (l  Kings  xvii.  1-7.)  In  hia 
second  journey,  Eobinson  (iii.  298)  made  special  search  for 
Salim  in  tho  Jordan  valley,  but  could  find  no  ruins,  nor 
trace  of  the  name.  He  mentions,  however,  a  plsun  of  Salim 
east  of  Nablous,  and  a  'small  village  of  the  same  name, 
which  was  "  said  to  have  two  sources  of  living  water,  one 
in  a  cavern,  and  the  other  a  running  fountain."  Many,  as 
Qreswell,  follow  Jerome. 

Among  so  many  discordant  opinions,  the  true  site  of 
^non  must  be  left  undecided.  Most  agi'ee  in  placing  it  on 
the  west  side  of  the  Jordan,  as  it  is  conti-asted  (v.  26)  ^vith 
John's  former  place  of  baptism  at  Bethabara.  That  he 
should  have  gone  so  for  from  the  earlier  scene  of  his  labors 
as  the  south  of  Judea,  is  Improbable.  We  best  meet  tho 
scope  of  the  narrative  if  we  suppose  that  Jesus  and  John 
were  not  very  far  distant  from  each  other,  and  both  in  the 
region  of  the  Jordan.  Some  have  supposed  a  contrast  to  be 
drawn  between  "the  land  of  Judea,"  and  "^Enon,"  (vs.  22 
and  23,)  as  if  the  latter  was  not  in  the  former.'  But  the  con- 
trast was  not  between  the  place  of  John's  ministry  and  that 
of  Jesus,  but  between  the  labors  of  Jesus  in  Jerusalem  and 
His  labora  in  the  country.  That  John  was  not  immediately 
upon  the  Jordan  is  rightly  to  be  inferred  from  the  state- 
ment that  there  was  much  water  there,  a  statement  super- 
fluous if  he  had  been  on  the  banks  of  that  river. 

In  the  act  of  baptizing  Jesus  personally  took  no  part. 
It  was  done  by  His  disciples.  The  names  of  these  disciples 
ai-e  not  mentioned,  but  they  were  doubtless  the  same  whose 
Dames  had  been  already  mentioned,  (John  ch.  i.,)  and  who 
came  with  Ilim  to  the  Passover  from  Galilee.  As  the 
former  disciples  of  John,  and  perhaps  his  assistants,  this 
rite  was  not  new  to  them.  Having  also  been  for  some  time 
in  company  with  Jesus,  they  were  prepared  by  Hia  teach- 
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ings  to  understand  tlie  meaning  of  the  service  He  required 
from  them.  Aa  yet,  however,  their  relations  to  Him  wei-e 
much  the  same,  as  their  former  relations  to  John,  and  very 
unliko  what  they  afterward  became.' 

These  contemporaneous  baptismal  labors  of  the  Lord 
and  of  John  present  many  interesting  questions,  but  most  of 
them  lie  out  of  the  palo  of  our  inquiiy.  As  the  former  did 
not  Himself  baptize,  it  is  a  question  how  His  time  was 
spent.  Probably  He  taught,  the  crowds  that  came  to  His 
baptism,  but  there  is  no  hint  that  He  healed  the  sict,  or 
wrought  any  miracles.  "We  can  scarce  doubt  that  He  went 
np  to  Jerusalem  to  attend  the  two  great  feasts  during  this 
period,  that  of  Pentecost  and  of  Tabernacles,  and  here  He 
must  have  come  more  or  less  into  contact  with  the  priests 
and  Pharisees,  It  does  not  appear,  however,  that  He  went 
about  from  place  to  place  to  teach,  or  that  He  taught  in 
any  of  the  synagogues.  Still  it  is  not  improbable  that  be- 
fore He  began  to  baptize,  or  at  intervals  during  Hjs  labors, 
He  may  have  visited  many  parts  of  Judea,  and  have  noted 
and  tested  the  spiritual  condition  of  the  people.  It  may 
be,  also,  that  at  this  time  He  formed  those  friendships  of 
which  we  later  find  traces,  as  that  with  Joseph  of  Arima- 
thea,  and  that  wilh  Mary  and  Martha, 


!c.,  780— March,  V81.     a.  d.  27-28. 


een  the  disciples  John  iii.  25, 26. 
of  John  and  those  of  Jesus,  the  latter  gives  up  His  work  Johb  iv.  1-8. 
of  baptizing  ajid  goes  bock  to  Galilee.     The  Baptist,  in  re-  Joun  iii.  a'T-Sfl. 
plj  to  Che  compltunls  of  hia  disciples,  beai^  a  freab  testi- 
mony to  Jesus  as  the  Mesaah.     Jesus  takes  His  way  to  John  it.  4r-i2. 
Galilee,  through  Samaria,  and  abides  there  two  days  teaeh- 
ing,  and  many  believed  on  Him.     Upon  reaching  Galilee 
Hia  disciploa  depart  to  their  respective  homes.     Hciare-  Johk  iv.  43-46. 

'  Be«  Gri;aivdl,  ii,  2S4. 
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ceived  with  honor  bj  the  GaWeana,  because  of  tto  works 
which  Ho  did  at  Jerasalem  at  the  feast.     Coming  to  Cana,  Jons  ir.  46-34. 
He  heals  the  noblemaQ'a  son  at  Capernaum.     He  after- 
ward lives  ill  letirenacnt  ^11  called  to  go  up  to  Jerusalem 
at  the  following  feast.  John  Y.  1. 

Before  entering  upon  the  examination  of  tho  several 
poiots  which  this  section  presents,  it  will  be  well  to  take  a 
brief  prelitnbary  Bui-vey  of  the  several  stages  of  John's 
ministry,  and  their  relations  to  corresponding  stages  in  the 
Lord's  worlc 

The  first  labor  of  the  Baptist  was  to  announce  the  near 
approach  of  the  Messiah,  and  through  the  baptism  of  re- 
pentance to  prepare  His  way.  He  demanded  of  the  people 
that  they  should  believe  in  Him  that  should  come  after 
him,  and  ivho  should  baptize  with  the  Holy  Ghost,  (Acts 
xix.  i.)  When,  after  a  considerable  time  thus  spent,  and 
multitudes  from  al!  parts  of  the  land  had  been  baptized, 
Jesus  appeared  and  was  recognized  by  him  as  the  Messiah, 
his  ministry  necessarily  took  a  new  form.  He  could  no 
longer  testify  to  his  auditors  of  one  to  come,  but  must 
point  out  Jesus  as  the  Mesaah  aJready  come.  This  he  did, 
when,  in  the  presence  of  his  disciples  and  of  the  people,  he 
poioted  to  Jesus  as  the  Lamb  of  God.  This  witness  to  the 
personal  Christ  was  the  culminating  point  of  his  work.  It 
was  now  a  question  for  the  Jews,  bow  they  would  receive 
and  treat  Him  to  whom  he  had  thus  borne  witness,  Jesus 
henceforth  became  the  chief  figure  on  the  stage,  and  John 
sank  to  the  position  of  a  subordinate. 

With  the  coming  of  Jesus  it  might  have  been  supposed 
that  the  mission  of  the  Baptist  would  cease,  its  end  being 
accomplished.  As  we  have  seen,  however,  it  did  not  whol- 
ly cease,  but  it  changed  its  form.  And  it  is  probably  from 
this  pohit  of  view  that  we  arc  to  explain  the  departure  of 
John  from  the  Jordan  to  ^non.  And  as  the  place  of  bap- 
tism was  changed,  so  also  in  some  degree  the  rite.     His' 
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baptism  coul3  no  more  bave  a  general  and  indefinite  refer- 
ence to  one  etill  to  come.  Having  declared  Jesus  of  Naz- 
arctb  to  be  the  JUessiali,  the  undefined  Messianic  hopes  of 
the  nation  were  now  to  be  concentrated  upon  Him.  All 
the  teachings  and  labors  of  the  Baptist  pointed  to  Him, 
and  all  tended  to  prepare  the  people  to  receive  Him. 
Whether  there  was  any  change  in  the  baptismal  foimula 
may  be  doubted,  but  the  immediate  and  personal  reference 
to  Jesus  as  the  Messiah  was  that  which  distinctively  char- 
acterized the  last  stage  of  John's  work. 

To  this  form  of  John's  ministry  the  ministry  of  Jesus, 
at  its  beginning,  corresponded.  The  foi-mer  had  borne  his 
witness  to  Him,  and  He  must  now  confirm  that  witness ; 
must  show  Himself  to  be  the  Messiah  through  His  own 
words  and  acts.  This  He  does.  He  gathers  a  small  body 
of  disciples,  to  whom  He  manifests  His  glory  through  the 
miracle  at  the  marriage  in  Cana.  Afterward,  before  the 
priests  and  the  people,  He  asserts  His  Messianic  claims  by 
the  pnrifying  of  the  temple,  and  the  miracles  He  subse- 
quently wrought  at  the  feast.  But  why  should  He  estab- 
lish, or  rather  continue  the  nte  of  baptism  ?  In  what  re- 
lation did  this  rite  stand  to  His  Messianic  cbaractor  ?  The 
answer  to  this  question  may  bo  found  in  its  nature  as  the 
baptism  of  repentance.  It  was  an  indispensable  condition 
to  the  reception  of  the  Christ,  the  Holy  One  of  God,  that 
sin  should  be  repented  of  and  put  away.  Upon  this  John 
had  insisted  in  his  preaching,  "  Hcpcnt,  for  the  kingdom  of 
God  is  at  hand,"  But  this  preaching,  and  this  rite,  both 
pointing  to  repentance,  were  no  less  important  now  that 
the  Messiah  had  actually  come.  Without  holiness  of  heart 
tbey  could  not  receive  Him,  could  not  even  discern  Him 
as  the  Messiah.  John  had  already  baptized  many  into  the 
hope  of  His  coming,  but  others  bad  equal  need  to  be  bap- 
tized into  the  reality  of  it, 

We  can  now  see  why  John  should  have  continued  bap- 
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ti^ng  after  the  Lord  oamc,  and  why  Jesus  should  Himself, 
through  His  disciples,  adopt  the  rite.  It  was  not  enough 
that  He  had  personally  come,  "Would  the  Jews  receive 
Him  ?  None  could  do  so  but  the  repentant.  All  those 
that,  with  hearts  conscious  of  guilt,  both  pcreonal  and  na- 
tional, and  truly  penitent,  were  waiting  for  the  consolation 
of  Israel,  were  willing  to  be  baptized,  confessing  their  sins; 
but  the  unrepentant,  the  unbelieving,  the  selt-rigbteous,  all 
who  justified  themselves,  rejected  the  rite,  (Luke  vii.  29, 
30.)  Hence  it  was  a  most  decisive  test  of  the  spiritual  state 
of  the  people.  And  tried  by  this  test,  the  nation,  as  such, 
was  condemned.  Neither  the  baptism  of  John,  nor  that  of 
the  Lord,  brought  it  to  repentance.  True,  great  numbers 
went  at  first  to  John,  and  afterward  many  resorted  to  Jesus, 
and  were  baptized ;  but  these  were  the  common  people, 
those  without  reputation  or  authority.  Those  who  raled 
in  all  religious  matters  and  gave  direction  to  public  opinion, 
the  priests,  the  scribes  and  Pharisees,  the  Sadducees,  and 
the  rich  and  influential,  held  themselves  almost  wholly  aloof. 
Hence,  as  regarded  the  naUon  at  large,  the  baptismal  work 
fouled  of  its  end.  The  true  and  divinely-appointed  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people,  the  ecclesiastical  authorities,  who 
sat  in  Moses'  seat,  were  not  brought  to  repentance,  and 
therefore  could  not  receive  the  Messiah. 

Thus  Jesus  began  His  work  as  the  Baptizer  with  water 
imto  repentance.  It  was  this  baptism  that  gave  to  His 
Judean  ministry  its  distinctive  character.  It  was  an  at- 
tempt to  bring  the  nation,  as  headed  up  in  its  ecclesiastical 
rulers,  to  repentance.  Had  these  come  to  Him,  or  to  John, 
confessing  their  sins.  His  way  would  have  been  prepared, 
and  He  could  then  have  proceeded  to  teach  them  the  true 
nature  of  the  Messianic  kingdom,  and  prepared  them  for  the 
baptism  of  the  Holy  Ghost  But  as  they  had  "  frustraited 
the  counsel  of  God  within  themselves,  being  not  baptized 
of  John,"  so  they  continued  to  frustrate  it  by  rejectmg  the 
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baptism  of  Jesus.  To  coiitmue,  therefore,  to  Laptke  was 
to  expose  God's  ordinance  to  contemjjt,  and  discontinuing 
His  labors  in  Judea,  He  retired  into  Galilee.  How  long 
after  this  John  continued  to  baptize,  we  are  not  told.  He 
must  have  felt  that,  as  regarded  the  rulers  and  the  body 
of  the  people,  little  could  be  done,  (John  i,  19-25  ;  and  iii. 
32  ;)  and  perhaps  he  may  now  have  gone  from  place  to 
place,  seeking  out  and  baptizing  all  who  had  humility  to 
confess  their  sins,  and  iaith  to  receive  hia  witness.  Kot 
improbably,  as  the  novelty  of  hia  first  appearance  was  over, 
his  popularity  was  already  on  the  wane,  although  the  people 
at  large  continued  to  hold  him  in  high  esteem  as  a  teacher 
and  prophet. 

Many  have  placed  the  imprisonment  of  John  by  Herod 
(Matt  iv.  12  ;  Mark  i,  14  ;  Luke  iii.  19  and  20)  just  before 
tliis  departure  of  Jesus  into  Galilee,  and  regard  the  latter 
as  determined  by  the  former.  But  for  this  there  are  no 
sufficient  grounds.  There  is  nothing  in  the  language  of  the 
fourth  Evangelist  that  implies  this ;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
a  fair  construction  of  his  words  (iv.  1)  showa  that  John  was 
yet  baptizing  when  Jesus  left  Judea.  "  When,  therefore, 
the  Lord  knew  how  the  Pharisees  had  heard  that  Jesua 
made  and  baptized  more  disciples  than  John — He  left  Ju- 
dea." Translated  more  strictly,  it  would  read,  "  that  Jesns 
is  making  and  baptizing  more  disciples  than  John."  Thia 
plainly  implies  comparison  between  the  two,  and  therefore 
their  contemporaneous  activity.  Both  are  making  and  bap- 
tizing disciples,  but  more  come  to  Jesns  than  to,  John,' 
There  is,  beside,  no  allusion  to  Herod,  or  intimation  that 
the  Baptist's  labors  were  now  suspended  because  of  hb 
imprisonment.  Nor,  unfriendly  as  the  Pharisees  doubtless 
were  to  him,  is  there  mention  anywhere  made  of  any  overt 
acts  of  hostility  against  him.     They  were  satisfied  with  de- 

>  So  Greswell,  ii.  212;  Wieaeler,  IBl. 
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nying  his  authority  to  baptize,  for  his  reputation  was  too 
high  among  the  people  to  permit  them  to  take  any  active 
steps  against  him.  His  imprisonment  was  not  their 
act,  nor  do  they  seem  to  have  had  any  part  iu  it,  (Matt. 
xi,,  3.) 

But  if  John  was  not  now  imprisoned,  why  did  Jesus 
now  cease  haptizing  and  retire  into  Galilee  ?  Some  ascribe 
this  to  His  fear  of  the  Pharisees.'  But  there  ia  no  proof 
that  tliis  party  was  ready  at  this  early  period  to  hinder 
Him  in  His  work  by  any  active  opposition,  much  less  that 
Hia  life  and  personal  safety  were  endangered.  When 
a  few  months  afterward  they  eouglit  to  slay  Hira,  because 
by  healing  on  the  Sabbath  He  had,  as  they  s^d,  broken 
the  Law  of  God,  (John  v.  16,}  there  was  a  plausible  reason 
for  their  hostility ;  but  this  did  not  now  exist.  Others,  on 
better  grounds,  ascribe  tbia  departure  to  the  fact  that  the 
Pharisees  were  availing  themselves  of  the  jealousy  of  John's 
disciples  to  the  injury  of  Jesus.'  It  appears  from  John  iii, 
25-27,  that  there  was  a  dispute  between  the  disciples  of 
John  and  the  Jews,  or  a  Jew,  respecting  purification.  This 
may  have  had  reference  to  the  nature  of  baptism  as  a  puri- 
fying rite ;  to  the  authority  of  John  to  administer  it ;  or, 
more  probably,  to  the  respective  values  of  the  baptisms  of 
John  and  Jesus.  That  the  baptismal  work  of  the  latter 
gave  umbrage  to  John's  disciples,  upon  some  ground,  ia  ap- 
parent; for  they  complain  to  their  master  that  He  was  bap- 
tizing, and  that  ail  the  people  were  thronging  to  Him, 
They  seem  to  have  considered  this  act  on  His  part  as  one 
that  needed  explanation,  perhaps  as  an  interference  with 
John  in  his  pecuKar  work,  or  as  unsuitable  to  His  Messianic 
character. 

If,  however,  we  admit  that  the  Pharisees  did  attempt 
to  arouse  the  jealousy  of  John's  disciples  to  the  injury  of 
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the  work  in  which  he  and  Te'^us  weie  jointly  engaged,  this 
alone  does  not  explam  why  the  latter  should  have  ceased 
to  baptize.  The  true  reason  has  bten  aheady  intimated. 
The  increasing  populiiity  of  Jtsus  is  shown  by  the  nnm- 
bera  that  carae  to  Hi^  bapti  m,  only  brought  out  more 
strongly  the  envy  ind  diblike  ot  the  Piiiriaees,  and  con- 
firmed tbem  in  their  hostility  To  live  continued  His 
wort  coiild,  therefore,  have  answered  no  good  end,  since 
it  was  not  now  the  gathering  of  a  body  of  disciples  around 
Him  at  which  He  aimed,  but  the  repentance  of  the  priests 
and  leaders  of  the  people.  We  conclude,  therefore,  that 
He  now  left  Judea  because  the  moral  conditions  for 
the  successful  prosecution  of  His  baptismal  labors  were 
wanting. 

The  only  datum  we  have  by  which  to  determine  the 
time  of  the  year  when  Jesus  went  into  Galilee,  is  found  in 
His  words  to  His  disciples  when  seated  by  the  well  in 
Sychar :  "  Say  not  ye  there  are  yet  four  months  and  then 
coraetb  harvest?  behold  I  say  unto  you,"  &c.,  (John  iv. 
35.)  Some,  however,  deny  that  this  reference  to  the  har- 
vest, as  yet  four  months  distant,  is  of  any  chronological 
value,  because  tho  expression  is  a  proverbial  one,  based 
upon  the  fact  that  there  is  an  average  interval  of  four 
months  between  the  sowing  and  harvesting.'  But  the  form 
of  the  expression  seems  to  forbid  that  we  regard  it  as  a 
proverb,  "  Say  not  ye  there  are  yet  four  months,"  &q.  ; 
here  "  yet,"  «■(,  obviously  refers  to  the  time  when  the 
words  were  spoken.  From  this  time,  not  from  the  time 
of  sowing,  are  four  inonths,  and  then  the  harvest.'  We 
are  then  to  determine  the  time  of  the  harvest,  and  counting 
backward  foar  months,  reach  the  time  when  the  words  were 
spoken.  Upon  the  I6th  Nisan,  a  sheaf  of  the  first  fruits  of 
the  harvest  was  to  be  waved  before  the  lord  in  the  Temple, 
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Till  this  was  done,  iio  one  might  lawfully  gather  his  grain,' 
From  this  legal  commen cement  of  the  harvest  about  the 
first  of  April,  we  obtain  the  month  of  December  as  that  in 
which  the  words  were  spoten.'  Tholuck  {in  loco)  regards 
the  expression  as  proYCrhial,  yet  roaches  nearly  the  Bam.o 
result.  "  As  our  Lord  points  them  to  the  fields,  it  is  highly 
probable  that  it  was  just  then  seed-time,  and  we  are  thus 
furoished  with  the  date,  to  wit,  that  Jesus  had  remained  in 
Judea  from  April,  when  the  Passover  occurred,  till  No- 
vember," ' 

A  very  different  result  is  reached  by  some,  who  take 
the  Lord's  words :  "  Lift  up  your  eyes,  and  look  on  the 
fields ;  for  they  are  white  already  to  the  harvest,"  as  not 
figurative,  but  literal,  and  expressive  of  an  aotual  fact. 
The  harvest,  then,  was  not  four  months  distant,  but  just 
at  hand.  Upon  this  ground  Greswell  (ii.  229)  decides  "that 
the  time  of  the  Journey  coincided  with  the  acme  of  wheat 
harvest,  or  was  but  a  little  before  it,"  and  puts  it  two  or 
three  weeks  before  Pentecost,  or  about  the  middle  of  May.' 

The  direct  route  from  Judea  to  Nazareth  led  through 
Samaria  by  Sichem,  and  was  generally  taken  by  the  com- 
panies attending  the  feasts  from  Galilee,  although  the  en- 
mity of  the  Samaritans  to  the  Jews  seems  especially  to  have 
manifested  itself  on  such  occasions.'  Josephus  says' that 
it  was  necessary  for  those  that  would  travel  quickly  to 
take  that  route,  as  by  it  Jerusalem  could  be  reached  in 
three  days  fi-om  Galilee.  Sychar  is  regai'ded  by  many 
as  another  reading  for  Sycbem,  (Acts  via.  16,)  which 
stood  upon  the  site  of  the  present  Ncapolis,  or  Nablocs, 

'  l«Tit.  ixiiL  10,  io. ;  Dent,  svi.  9,  Ac. ;  Josephus,  Antiq.,  3, 10.  5. 

»  Ligbtfoot,  IJchlenslein,  Meyer,  Ellicoti. 

'  A.  Clarke  and  Stier,  putting  the  harvest  in  Mny,  make  the  departure  to 
have  beeu  in  January,    Stanley,  in  Janaaij  or  Fehruary. 

*  So  Towneend  in  loco,  "  The  Messiah,"  101.  Aitord  regards  all  chrono- 
logicsl  inferences  bnllt  on  this  passa^,  as  unwarranted. 

s  Josephus,  Antiq.,  £0.  6. 1.  ■  Life,  53. 
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and  is  often  mentioned  in  biblical  history.'  For  a  time  after 
the  retura  from  the  captivity,  Samaria  (1  Kings  xvi.  24) 
was  the  chief  city,  hut  Sichem  soon  gained  the  ascendency. 
The  change  from  Sichem  to  Sychar  is  supposed  to  mark 
the  contempt  of  the  Jews  toward  the  Sichemites,  the  latter 
word  meaning  the  "toper  city,"  or  the  "heathen  city." 
Alexander  calls  it  "  a  later  Aramaic  form."  It  is  not  to  be 
supposed  that  this  change  was  made  by  John  in  his  narra^ 
tive  to  express  his  own  dislike,  or  that,  as  said  by  StJer,  "it 
was  an  intentional  intimation  of  the  relation  and  portion 
of  things  between  Judea  and  Samaria."  Unless  the  name 
Sychar  was  in  common  use,  we  can  scarce  suppose  him  to 
have  employed  it ;  for,  in  a  ^mple  historical  statement,  the 
intentional  use  of  any  mock  name  or  opprobrious  epithet 
would  be  out  of  keeping. 

Some  make  Sychar  a  village  near  Sichem,  but  distinct 
from  it.'  This  was  the  early  opinion.  They  were  distin- 
guished by  Eusebius,  and  in  the  Jerusalem  Itinerarium.' 
Raumer  supposes  that  the  village  of  Sichem  was  a  long 
straggling  one,  and  that  the  east  end  of  it,  near  Jacob's  well, 
was  called  Sychar.  There  is  now  a  vills^c  near  the  well 
called  El  Asiar,  which  some  have  supposed  to  bo  Sychar. 
Thomson  (ii.  206)  says :  "  This  is  so  like  John's  Sychar  that 
I  feel  inclined  to  adopt  it." ' 

Jacob's  well,  where  Jesus  was  resting  Himself  when  He 
met  the  Samaiitan  woman,  "  is  on  the  end  of  a  low  spur 
or  awell  running  out  from  the  north- eastern  base  of  Gcrizlm; 
and  is  still  15  or  20  feet  above  the  level  of  the  plain  below."" 
It  is  dug  in  the  solid  rock  to  the  depth  of  75  or  80  feet,  and 
is  about  9  feet  in  diameter,  and  the  sides  hewn  smooth  and 
regular,  and  perfectly  round."    The  quantity  of  water  in  It 

■  So  Meyer,  Weiseler,  Enumer,  Robiuson,  Eittor,  Alford. 
"  Hug,  Luthardt,  Lichtenaleiii.  >  See  Eaumer,  146,  note. 

*  See  conlm  Robinsoa,  iil  133 ;  see  also  Wiesaler,  S5S,  note. 
>  EobinaoD,  iiL  138.  '  Porter. 
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greatly  varies.  MaundroU  found  it  5  yards  in  depth.  Some- 
times it  is  nearly  or  wholly  dry.  Dr.  Wilson  (1842)  found 
BO  Httle  water  in  it,  that  a  servant,  whom  he  let  don-n  to 
the  bottom,  was  able,  by  means  of  dry  sticks  throivn  to 
him,  to  kindle  a  blaze  which  distinctly  showed  the  whole 
of  the  well  from  the  top  to  the  bottom,  Osborne'  says : 
"  There  was  no  water  at  the  time  of  our  visit,  near  the 
close  of  December."  "  Formerly  there  was  a  square  hole 
opening  into  a  carefully-built  vaulted  chamber,  about  10 
feet  square,  ia  the  floor  of  which  was  the  true  mouth  of  the 
well.  Now  a  portion  of  the  vault  has  fallen  in,  and  com- 
pletely covered  wp  the  mouth,  so  that  nothing  can  be  seen 
but  a  shallow  pit  half  filled  with  stones  and  rubbish," '  A 
church  was  built  near  this  spot,  of  which  few  traces 
remain. 

It  has  been  much  questioned  why  a  wcl!  should  have 
been  dug  here,  since  there  are  several  springs  within  a  little 
distance  giving  an  abundance  of  water.  Some  suppose 
that  earthquakes  may  have  caused  the  springs  to  flow  since 
the  well  was  dug.  More  probable  is  the  supposition  that 
Jacob  found  the  springs  in  the  possession,  of  others,  who 
were  unwilling  to  share  the  water  with  him,  and  therefore, 
as  matter  of  necessity,  he  must  obtain  it  from  awell.  Why 
the  woman  should  have  come  to  this  well  to  draw  water, 
which  was  so  much  more  easily  attainable  near  by,  cannot 
now  be  explained.  If  the  city  itself  was  at  some  distance) 
and  the  langui^e  seems  to  imply  this,  (vs.  8,  28-30,)  she 
may  have  lived  in  the  suburbs,  for  it  is  not  said  that 
she  resided  in  the  city ;  but  if  she  did  so,  she  may  have 
had  special  reasons  for  wishing  the  water  of  this  well,  be- 
cause of  its  coolness  or  other  qualities ;  or  as  especially 
valuable  because  of  its  association  with  Jacob.  Porter 
(ii.  342)  speaks  of  those  at  Damascus,  who  send  to  a  par- 
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ticular  fountain  a  mile  or  more  distant  from  their  homes, 
although  water  is  everywhere  very  abundant. 

It  was  ahout  the  sixth  hour  that  Jesus  eat  on  the  well. 
This,  according  to  Jewish  reckoning,  would  be  12  ir.  or 
noon ;  if  reckoned  according  to  Roman  computation,  6 
p.  M,,  or  as  some  say,"  6  a.  m.  Ehrard  (296)  contends 
that  John  always  uses  the  Roman  computation,  and  prefers 
the  evening  here,  on  the  grounds  that  the  noonday  was  an 
unfit  time  to  travel,  and  that  wells  were  usually  visited  for 
water  at  evening.  But  if  we  remember  that  this  was  in 
December,  traveUing  at  mid-day  will  not  appear  strange. 
Noon  was  not  indeed  the  time  for  general  resort  to  the 
well,  hut  such  resort  must  be  determined  in  pai-ticular 
cases  by  individual  need ;  and  that  the  woman  was  alone, 
and  held  so  long  a  private  conversation  unioteiTupted, 
shows  that  it  was  an  hour  when  the  well  was  not  generally 
visited.  There  seems,  then,  no  reason  to  depart  from  the 
common  opinion  that  it  was  about  noon.  At  this  hour  the 
Jews  were  accustomed  to  take  their  principal  meal." 

The  reception  which  the  Lord  met  with  among  the  Sa- 
maritans was  in  striking  contrast  with  His  reception  in 
Judea ;  yet  among  the  former  He  seems  to  Lave  wrought 
no  miracles,  and  to  have  been  received  because  the  truth 
He  taught  was  the  convincing  proof  of  His  Messianic  char- 
acter. 

Arriving  in  Galilee,  Jesus  was  honorably  received  by 
the  Galileans,  for  they  had  been  at  the  Passover,  and  had 
"seen  all  the  things  that  He  did  at  Jerusalem  at  the 
feast,"  {John  iv.  43-45.)  But  in  face  of  this  honorable  re- 
ception, how  are  His  words  (v.  44)  to  be  undei-stood,  "that 
a  prophet  hath  no  honor  in  his  own  countiy,"  and  which 
are  apparently  cited  as  explaining  why  Ho  went  into  Galilee. 
There  are  several  interpretations  :   1.  Galilee  is  to  be  taken 

1  Greswell,  ii.  216  ;  MoKnight.  =  Wilier,  ii.  47. 
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in  opposition  to  Nazareth.  In  this  city,  His  own  country, 
Jesus  had  no  honor,  but  elsewhere  in  Galilee  He  was  re- 
ceived as  a  prophet,'  2.  Galilee  is  to  be  takon  in  opposi- 
tion to  Judea.  Judea  was  His  birthplace,  and  so  His  own 
country,  and  it  was  also  the  land  of  the  prophets;  but 
there  He  had  found  no  reception,  and  had  been  compelled 
to  discontinue  His  ministry.  In  Galilee,  on  the  contrary, 
all  were  ready  to  honor  Him,'  3.  Galilee  ia  His  own  coun- 
try where,  according  to  the  proverb,  He  would  have  had 
no  honor,  except  He  had  first  gone  into  Judea  and  distin- 
guished Himself  there.  It  was  His  mirades  and  works 
abroad  that  gave  Him  feme  and  favor  at  home.' 

The  last  interpretation  appears  best  to  suit  the  scope  of 
the  narrative.  The  connection  between  vs.  43  and  44  is 
this ;  in  V.  43  the  fact  ia  stated  that  He  went  into  Galilee, 
and  in  V.  44  the  reason  is  assigned  why  He  went.  As,  ac- 
cording to  the  proverb,  a  prophet  is  without  honor  in  his 
own  conntry,  by  retiring  into  Galilee  He  could  avoid  all 
publicity,  and  find  retirement.  But  in  v.  45  the  fact  is 
stated  that  the  Galileans,  notwithstanding  the  proverb,  did 
receive  Him,  and  the  reason  is  also  added,  because  they  had 
been  at  Jerusalem,  and  had  seen  what  He  did  there.  And 
in  verses  46-53  a  particular  instance  is  given,  showing  how 
h'gh  His  reputation  in  Galilee,  and  what  publicity  attended 
His  movements.  His  arrival  at  Cana  was  soon  known  at 
Capei-naum,  and  a  nobleman  from  tho  latter  city,  supposed 
by  many  to  be  Chuza,  steward  of  Herod,  coming  to  Him, 
desires  that  Ho  would  return  with  him,  and  heal  his  son. 
Without  leaving  Cana,  Jesus  heals  him.  This  was  His 
second  Galilean  miracle. 

From  the  time  of  this  miracle  at  Cana,  we  lose  sight  of 
the  Lord  till  He  reappears  going  up  to  a  feast  at  Jerusalem 
(John  V.  1.)    If,  as  wo  have  supposed,  He  left  Judea  in  De- 

1  Lightfoot,  KraHl.         '  Ebrard,  HoMon.         '  Meyer,  Alftird. 
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cemljer,  thia  miracle  must  have  been  wrought  soon  after 
His  ariival  in  Galilee.  As  the  first  feast  which  He  could 
attend  was  that  of  Piirim,  in  Mai'ch,  an  interval  of  some 
two  or  three  months  must  have  elapsed.  If  this  feast  were 
the  Passover,  or  any  of  the  later  feasts,  this  interval  was 
correspondbgly  prolonged.  Hoiv  was  this  time  spent  ? 
Those  who  make  the  imprisonment  of  the  Baptist  to  have 
taken  place  before  He  left  Judea,  suppose  that  He  now  en- 
tered upon  His  Galilean  work.  But,  upon  grounds  already 
stated,  we  conclude  that  John  was  not  yet  imprisoned,  and 
therefore  His  Galilean  work  could  not  now  begin,  as  the 
two  are  closely  connected  by  the  Synoptists,  (Matt.  iv.  13, 
Mark  i.  14,  Luke  iii.  20,  and  iv.  14.)  Several  additional 
considerations  induce  us  to  think  that  tliis  period  was  not 
spent  in  any  public  labors.  1.  When,  after  the  imprisonment 
of  John,  Jesus  went  into  Galilee  to  teach  and  to  preach, 
His  disciples  were  not  with  Him,  and  not  till  He  had  begun 
His  labora  at  Capemaum  did  they  rejoin  Him,  (Matt.  iv.  18, 
Mark  i.  16;  Luke  v.  2-11.)  There  was,  then,  aa  interval 
after  He  Lad  ended  His  baptismal  labors  in  Judea,  ia  which 
they  were  His  helpers,  and  before  the  beginning  of  His 
ministry  in  Galilee,  during  which  His  disciples  were  sepa^ 
I'ated  from  Him,  and  seem  to  have  returned  to  their  accus- 
tomed avocations.  But  if  His  Galilean  work  began  as  soon 
as  His  Judean  work  ended,  there  was  no  time  for  them  to 
have  thus  returned  to  their  homes,  and,  therefore,  no  op- 
portunity to  recall  them  to  His  service, 

2.  The  Lord  gave  up  baptizing,  as  we  have  seen,  be- 
cause of  the  hostility  of  the  Pharisees,  and  their  rejection 
of  the  rite.  But,  so  iong  as  John  was  able,  both  in  word 
and  act,  to  bear  witness  to  Him  as  the  Messiah,  He  could 
Himself  seek  retirement,  and  wait  the  issue  of  John's  min- 
istry. He  could  not,  till  the  Baptist  was  imprisoned  and 
his  voice  thus  silenced,  finally  leave  Judea  and  begin  His 
work  in  Galilee.    To  Galilee  Ho  went,  therefore,  as  a  place 
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of  seclusion,  not  of  publicity;  of  rest,  not  of  activity.  The 
proverb,  that  a  prophet  has  no  honor  in  his  own  country, 
did  not  indeed  prove  true  in  His  case.  He  was  honorably 
received,  and  immediately  besought  to  heal  the  siclt.  Still 
there  is  no  record  that  He  entered  upon  any  public  labors, 
that  He  preached  or  taught  in  the  synagogues,  or  wrought 
any  miracles.  How  or  where  His  time  was  spent,  can  only 
be  conjectured.  From  the  fact  that  no  mention  is  made  of 
Nazareth,  it  has  been  inferred  that  He  purposely  avoided 
that  city,  and  took  another  route  to  Cana.^  That  He  is 
spoken  of  as  being  at  Cana,  gives  a  show  of  confirmation  to 
the  supposition  already  alluded  to,  that  Mary  and  her  chil- 
dren had  now  left  Kazareth,  and  were  dwelling  at  Cana. 
But  wo  may  as  readily  suppose  that  He  was  now  visiting 
at  the  house  of  the  friends  or  relatives,  where 
the  water  into  wine. 


Passover,  Maech  30 — April  5,  781.     a.  d.  28. 

From  Galilee  Jesus  goea  up  to  the  feast  of  the  Pas-  John  t.  1. 

BOyer,  and  at  the  pool  of  Bethesda  hcala  an  impotent  Jors  t.  3-9. 

man.     This  act,  done  on  the  Sabbath  diy,  arouses  the  John  v.  10-16. 

anger  of  the  Jews,  who  conapiro  gainst  His  life     He  Jonn  v.  17-47.. 

defends  Hia  right  to  heal  on  tho  Sabbath  upon  giounds  Miir.  iv.  12. 

that  still  more  exasperate  them.     At  this  time  He  hears  Mare  i.  14. 

of  the  imprisonment  of  tlio  Baptist,  and  retires  to  Gahlee,  LuKa  iv.  14. 
to  begin  His  work  there. 

"  After  this  there  was  a  feaali  of  the  Jews ;  and  Jesns 
went  up  to  Jerusalem."  Which  feast  was  this  ?  Opinions 
are  divided  between  Purina  in  March,  Passover  in  April, 
Pentecost  in  May,  and  Tabernacles  in  September.  Before 
considering  the  arguments  used  in  favor  of  each  by  their 
respective  advocates,  let  us  examine  the  statement  of  John. 
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There  ia  much  doubt  as  to  the  true  reading,  ■whether  a 
feast  or  the  feast,  eopnj  or  17  eopn;.  Tischendorf'  retains 
the  article,  Meyer  and  Alford  reject  it.  The  weight  of 
authority  seems  against  it,  and  at  any  rate  the  reading  is 
so  doubtful  that  we  can  lay  no  stress  upon  it.'  But  if  it 
were  "the  feast,"  tj  coprij,  this  would  not,  of  itself  as  some 
suppose,'  decide  in  favor  of  the  Passover,  as  it  might  refer 
either  to  Passover  or  to  Tabernacles,  the  two  most  promi- 
nent feasts.  Of  the  latter  Josephus  speats,'  as  "  a  feast 
most  holy  and  eminent ; "  and  again,*  as  "  a  festival  very 
much  observed  amongst  ns."  But  if  the  article  would  not 
limit  this  feast  to  the  Passover,  it  would  certainly  exclude 
the  lesser  feasts,  as  that  of  Purim. 

But,  if  the  article  be  wanting,  it  is  said  that  the  feast  is 
still  defined  by  the  addition  to  it  of  the  explanatoiy  words 
"of  the  Jews,"  rav  lovSauuv.'  It  is  given  as  a  rule  of  He- 
brew, and  so  transferred  to  Scripture  Greek,  that  the 
"noun  before  a  genitive  is  made  definite  by  prefixing  the 
article,  not  to  the  noun  itself,  but  to  the  genitive."  '  Thus 
the  phrase  before  us  should  be  rendered  "the  feast  of  the 
Jews,"  or  "  the  Jews'  festival,"  which  must  be  understood 
of  the  Passover.  But  the  rule  is  given  with  an  important 
qualification  by  Winer,'  "  The  article  is  frequently  omitted, 
when  a  noun,  denoting  an  object  of  which  the  individual  re- 
ferred to  possesses  but  one,  is  clearly  defined  by  means  of 
a  genitive  following."'  As  there  was  but  one  feast  of  Tab- 
ernacles, the  phrase  eopTij  rtov  o-kijvwi'  would  be  properly  ren- 
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dered  "the  feast  of  Tabernacles ;"  but  as  there  wero  sev- 
eral feasts  kept  by  the  Jews,  eopnj  twv  lovhauav,  "  feast  of 
the  Jews,"  may  mean  any  feast.  The  passages  cited  by 
Robinson  come  all  under  the  above  rule. 

From  the  form  of  the  expression,  then,  nothing  can  be 
determined.  We  learn  simply  that  Jesus  went  up  to  Jeru- 
salem at  one  of  the  Jewish  feasts.  We  do  not  even  learn 
whether  it  was  one  of  the  greater  or  lesser  feasts.  It  seems 
to  be  mentioned  only  as 'giving  the  occasion  why  He  went 
up  to  Jerusalem.  He  would  not  have  gone  except  there 
had  been  a  feast,  but  its  name  was  unimportant  to  the 
Evangelist's  purpose.'  Let  ua  then  enquire  what  light  is 
thrown  upon  it  from  the  general  scope  of  this  Gospel- 
It  is  apparent  that  John  does  not  design,  any  more  than 
the  other  Evangelists,  to  give  us  a  complete  chronological 
outline  of  the  Lord's  life.  But  we  see  that  he  mentions  'oy 
name  several  feasts  which  the  Lord  attended,  which  the 
Synoptista  do  not  mention  at  all."  The  last  Passover  all 
the  Evangelists  mention  in  common.  But  these  were  by 
no  means  aJl  the  feasts  that  occurred  during  His  ministry. 
That  of  Pentecost  is  nowhere  mentioned,  nor  does  John 
say  that  those  mentioned  by  him  were  all  that  Jesus  at- 
tended. Duiiog  the  first  year  of  His  labors,  or  whilst  bap- 
tizing in  Judea,  there  is  good  ground  to  believe  that  He 
was  present  at  the  three  chief  feasts,  though  the  Passover 
only  is  mentioned.  On  the  other  hand,  one  Passover  is 
mentioned  which  it  is  probable  He  did  not  attend,  (John  vi. 
4.)  Upon  examination,  wo  see  that  the  feasts  which  are 
alluded  to  stand  in  some  close  connection  with  the  Lord's 
TFords  or  acts,  so  that  ifc  is  necessary  to  specify  them.  Thus 
in  ii.  13,  the  mention  of  the  Passover  explains  the  purifica- 
tion of  the  temple,  or  driving  out  of  the  sellers  of  oxen  and 
sheep ;  in  vi.  4  it  explains  how  such  a  great  company  should 
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have  gathered  to  Him  in  so  lonely  a  region  across  the  sea  ; 
in  vii.  2  His  words  take  their  significance  from  the  special 
ceremonies  connected  with  that  feast ;  in  x.  22  His  presence 
in  Solomon's  porch  is  thus  explained.  In  each  of  these  cases 
the  name  of  the  feast  is  mentioned,  not  primaiily  as  a  datum 
of  time,  but  as  explanatory  of  something  in  the  narrative ; 
and  aa  the  mention  of  the  other  feasts  was  unimportant  to 
his  purpose,  John  passes  them  by  in  silence.  But  the  feast 
before  as  he  mentions,  yet  does  not  give  its  name.  What 
shall  we  infer  from  this  ?  Some  infer  that  it  must  have 
been  one  of  the  minor  feasts,  for  had  it  been  one  of  the 
chief  feasts  it  would  have  been  named.  But  as  he  specifies 
(x.  22)  one  of  the  minor  feasts,  there  seems  no  sufficient 
reason  why  he  should  not  specify  this,  had  it  been  such. 
All  that  we  can  say  is,  that  there  was  no  such  connection 
between  this  feast  and  what  Jesus  said  or  did  while  attend- 
ing it  that  it  wag  necessary  to  specify  it.  The  healing  of 
the  impotent  man,  and  the  events  that  followed,  might  have 
taken  place  at  any  feast. 

The  silence,  then,  of  John  determines  nothing  respect- 
ing the  nature  of  this  feast.  We  cannot  infer  because  he 
has  mentioned  three  Passovers  beside,  that  this  was  a 
fourth  ;  nor,  on  the  other  hand,  that  be  would  so  specify  it 
had  it  been  a  Passover. 

Let  us  now  pass  in  review  the  various  feasts,  and  con- 
sider what  may  be  said  in  favor  of  each.  We  have  seen 
that  in  December  the  Lord  left  Judea  for  Galilee.  The 
first  feast  was  that  of  Dedication,  which  was  observed  in 
Kislev,  or  about  the  middle  of  December.  It  is  generally 
agreed  that  this  feast  cannot  be  meant.  The  next  in  order 
■was  Purim,  which  I'ell  in  March.  That  this  feast  was  the 
one  in  question  was  first  suggested  by  Kepler,  but  has 
since  found  many  eminent  suppoi-ters.'    But  before  we  oon- 

'  See  Mejoc  in  loco. 
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sider  the  arguments  in  its  favor,  let  ua  examine  its  origin 
and  history.  Purim  was  not  a  Mosaic  feast,  or  of  divine 
appointment,  but  one  established  by  the  Jews  ivhilst  in 
captivity,  in  commemoration  of  their  deliverance  from  the 
murderous  plans  of  Haman,  (Esther  iii.  7 ;  ix.  24.)  It  is  de- 
rived from  *'  pur,"  the  Persian  word  for  lot.  Haman  sought 
to  iind  an  auspicious  day  for  the  execution  of  his  design  by 
casting  lots.  The  lot  fell  on  the  14th  Adar,  Fiwling  in  bis 
purpose,  this  day  was  kept  thereafter  by  the  Jews  as  a  fes- 
tival. It  seems,  however,  to  have  been  first  obseiTed  by 
the  Jews  out  of  Palestine,  and  eighty-five  elders  made  ex- 
ceptions against  it  as  an  innovation  against  the  Law,'  It  is 
mentioned  in  Maccabees  (2  Mao.  xv.  36)  as  Mordecai'B 
day.  It  is  also  mentioned  by  Josephus,"  who  says  "  that 
even  now  all  the  Jews  that  are  in  the  habitable  earth 
keep  these  days  festival."  It  is  often  alluded  to  in  the  Tal- 
mud.' 

Such  was  the  origin  of  the  feast.  It  was  commemo- 
rated by  the  reading  of  Esther  in  the  synagogues,  and  by 
general  festivity,  with  plays  and  masquerades.  Maimon- 
ides  says  it  was  forbidden  to  fast  or  weep  on  this  day.  It 
was  rather  a  national  and  political,  than  religious  so- 
lemnity,' and  as  no  special  sei-vicea  were  appointed  for  its 
observance  at  the  temple,  there  was  no  necessity  of  going 
up  to  Jerusalem,  nor  does  it  appear  that  this  was  their  cus- 
tom. Each  Jew  observed  it  as  a  day  of  patriotic  rejoicing 
and  festivity,  wherever  he  chanced  to  be.'  Liglitfoot  (on 
Mark  i.  38)  remarks  that  if  the  feast  did  not  come  on  a 

1  Lightfoot  on  John  s.  22.  '  Antiq.,  11.  fl.  13. 

'  Winer,  i[.  2ES.  *  Ewold,  iv.  261. 

'  Of  tbe  mode  of  its  observance  in  this  country  at  Ibe  present  time,  a 
recent  New  York  journal  gives  Uie  following  account :  "  The  day  is  devoted 
to  mirth  and  merry-making.  Id  the  evening  aod  morning  thi;  eynagogaea 
are  lighted  up,  and  the  reader  cbanls  the  book  of  Esther.  It  is  a  custom 
among  the  Jews  on  this  occaeiDQ  to  visit  each  otl)ci''s  house  in  masked  attirC) 
attd  exchange  Joyful  greetings." 
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synagogue  day,  those  living  in  a  village  where  was  no 
synagogue,  need  not  go  to  some  other  village  to  read  the 
book  of  Esther,  but  could  wait  till  a  synagogue  day.' 

From  this  brief  survey  of  the  history,  and  the  manner 
of  observance  of  this  feast,  it  is  highly  improbable  that  it 
is  the  feast  meant  by  John,  It  was  not  one  of  their  di- 
vinely appointed  feasts,  nor  was  there  any  legal  obligation 
to  keep  it.  It  was  not  a  feast  specifically  religious,  but 
patriotic;  a  day,  making  due  allowance  for  difference  in 
customs  and  institutions,  not  unlike  the  day  that  commem- 
orates our  own  national  independence.  There  were  no 
Special  rites  that  made  it  necessary  to  go  up  to  Jerusalem, 
and  even  those  residing  in  "villages  whcro  was  no  syn- 
agogue were  not  obliged  to  go  to  a  village  where  one  was 
to  be  found.  Why  then  should  Jesus  go  up  from  Gahlee 
to  be  present  at  this  feast  ?  It  was  not  a  time  in  which 
men's  minds  were  pi-epared  to  hoar  spiritual  instruction, 
nor  coold  He  sympathize  with  the  rude  and  boisterous,  not 
to  say  disorderly  and  drunken  manner  in  which  the  day 
was  kept.  Stier,  (v.  T5,)  who  defends  Purim,  admits  "  the 
revengeful  and  extravagant  spirit  which  animated  it,"  and 
"  the  debauched  mminer  in  which  these  days  of  excess  were 
spent."  Yet  he  thinks  motives  of  compassion  disposed  the 
Lord  to  visit  once  "this  melancholy  caricature  of  a  holy 
festivity,"  But  we  can  see  no  sufficient  motive  for  sach  a 
journey.  The  tenor  of  the  narrative  naturally  leads  us  to 
think  of  one  of  the  greater  and  generally  attended  festivals. 
If  it  be  said  of  a  Jew  that  he  went  up  to  Jerusalem  to  a 
feast,  the  obvious  understanding  would  be  that  it  was  a 
feast  that  he  was  legally  bound  to  attend,  and  which  could 
be  rightly  kept  only  at  Jerusalem. 

The  chief  argument  in  favor  of  Purim  is  that  it  is 
brought  by  John  into  such  close  connection  with  the  Pass- 

'  See  generally  Hengstenbci^i  Christ,  iiL  2i0    Hug,  Int.,  449;  Wieseler, 
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over,  (vi.  4,)  and  that  if  it  be  not  Purim,  then  a  year  and 
a  half,  at  least,  must  have  elapsed  ere  Jesua  visited  Jerusa- 
lem ag^n,  the  next  recorded  visit  being  that  to  Taberna- 
cles, {John  vii.  2.)  It  certainly,  at  first  sight,  seems  im- 
probable that  a  year  should  intervene  between  v,  1  and  vi. 
4,  as  would  be  the  case  if  the  fonuer  were  a  Passover.  But 
this  is  not  the  only  instance  in  which  John  narrates  events 
widely  separated  in  time,  without .  noting  the  interval. 
Thus,  ch.  vi.  relates  what  took  place  before  a  Passover,  and 
ch.  vii.  what  took  place  at  the  feast  of  Tabernacles,  six 
months  later.  In  like  manner,  in  x.  22,  is  a  sudden  transition 
from  this  feast  of  Tabernacles  to  that  of  Dedication.  Why 
the  intervening  events  are  not  mentioned  finds  explanation 
in  the  peculiar  character  of  this  gospel.  That  Jesua  should 
have  absented  Himself  for  so  long  a  time  from  the  feasts,  is 
explained  by  the  hostility  of  the  Jews,  and  their  purpose  to 
slay  Him,  (John  v.  16-18 ;  vii.  I.) 

On  the  other  hand,  if  this  feast  be  Puiim,  and  the  Pass- 
over, vi.  4,  the  first  Passover  after,  or  the  second  of  the 
Lord's  ministry,  then  the  interval  between  them,  about 
three  weeks,  is  not  snfficient  for  all  the  events  that  must 
have  taken  place.  And  still  less  is  the  interval  between 
December,  "when  most  of  the  advocates  of  Purim  suppose 
the  Lord's  Galilean  work  to  have  begun,  and  the  following 
Passover  (vi.  4)  sufficient  to  include  all  that  the  Evangel- 
ists relate.  The  feeding  of  the  five  thousand,  as  is  genei> 
ally  agreed,  and  as  will  be  hereafter  shown,  marks  the 
culmination  of  His  work  in  Galilee ;  yet  this  took  place, 
according  to  this  view,  in  three  or  four  months  after  His 
work  began,  for  it  was  a  little  before  the  Passover,  (vi.  4.) 
And  into  this  short  space  are  crowded  two-thirds,  at  least, 
of  all  that  He  did  in  Galilee,  so  far  as  recorded.  This 
would  be  very  improbable,  even  if,  as  is  supposed.  His  la^ 
bors  there  extended  only  through  a  year.  In  the  highest 
degree  improbable  ia  the  view  of  Wieseler,  followed  by  Ei- 
8* 
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licott,  that  for  all  tliis,  the  httlo  interv-al  between  Purim 
and  Pa^over  was  sufficient,' 

Upon  these  grouuds  we  think  the  feast  of  Purim  is  to  ho 
iTJected.  It  was  a  feast  whieh  it  is  not  at  all  prohahle  Jesus 
would  go  up  to  Jerusalem  to  attend,  and  whose  introduc- 
don  here  brings  chronological  confusion  into  the  gospel 
history. 

The  next  feast  in  order  is  that  of  the  Passover,  In 
favor  of  this  feast  it  may  be  said,  that  it  was  one  which 
Jesus  would  naturally  attend,  as  having  for  Him  a  special 
significance.  It  was  also  the  feast  that  had  the  most  dis- 
tinctly reli^ous  character,  and  it  was  very  generally  at- 
tended by  the  people,  especially  the  most  serious  and  de- 
vout. According  to  Hengstenberg,  "  it  was  the  only  ono 
at  which  it  was  a  universal  custom  to  make  a  pilgrimage  to 
Jerusalem."  '  We  may  thus  infer  that  He  would  certainly 
go,  unless  prevented  by  the  open  hostility  of  the  Jews. 
But  no  such  hostility  appears.  It  was  aroused  by  the  heal- 
ing of  the  impotent  man  {John  v.  16-18)  into  activity,  but 
till  this  event  He  was  unmolested. 

But  the  objection  is  taken  that  if  this  be  a  Passover,  and 
another  is  mentioned,  {vi,  4,)  wliich  apparently  He  did  not 
attend,  then  He  was  not  present  at  any  feast  till  the  feast 
of  Tabernacles,  (vii.  2,)  a  period  of  a  year  and  a  half.' 
This  objection  has  been  abvady  alluded  to.  Whether  the 
Lord  did  actually  go  up  to  any  feast  between  that  of  v.  1 
and  that  of  vii.  2,  cannot  be  determined.*  We  know,  at 
least,  that  He  would  not,  after  the  rulers  at  Jerusalem  had 
sought  to  slay  Him,  needlessly  expose  His  life  to  peril.  To 
the  laws  of  God  respecting  the  feasts  He  would  render  all 
obedience,  but  with  the  liberty  of  a  son,  not  with  the  ser- 

i  SeeLichtenatein,  154;  Riggenboeh,  406. 
'  See  Luke  ii.  il,  where  this  feast  is  specially  meiilioned. 
'  Hug,  Int.,  448. 

*  Jarvia.  Int.,  5T0-5Te,  makes  Ilim  lo  have  attended  them  all,  eyeo  that 
of  DedicalJDD.    This  is  in  ths  liigbeat  degree  impi'obable. 
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viie  scrupulosity  of  a  Pharisee.  As  He  was  Lord  of  the 
Sabbath,  so  He  was  Lord  of  the  Feasts,  and  He  attended 
them,  or  did  not  attend  them,  as  seemed  best  to  Him. 
From.  John,  (vii.  21  and  23,)  where  He  refers  to  a  work 
which  He  had  previously  done  at  Jerusalem,  and  which  we 
must  identify  with  the  healing  of  the  impotent  man,  {John 
V.  6,)  it  appears  obvious  that  He  had  not,  during  the  inter- 
val, been  publicly  teaching  there,  and  therefore  had  not 
attended  any  feast.  Still  the  point  is  not  certain,  as  He 
might  have  been  present  as  a  private  worshipper,  and  with- 
out attracting  public  attention ;  yet  this  is  improbable.' 

Another  objection  to  identifying  this  feast  with  the 
Passover  is  that  John  relates  nothing  as  having  occurred 
between  v.  1  and  vi.  4,  an  interval  of  a  year.  This  objec- 
tion has  already  been  sufficiently  noticed. 

Pentecost  is  the  feast  next  in  order,  and  occurred  this 
year  on  the  10th  M  T! '    fea  t  's  not  mentioned  by  any 

of  the  Evang  b  ts  Tl  u  1  t  1  a,  had  some  able  advo- 
cates, as  Cal  n  B  n  1  anl  lat  ly  Townsend,  and  was 
adopted  by  many  of  tho  n  nt  t  has  no  special  argu- 
ments in  its  f  It  as  not  o  generally  attended  as 
Passover  or  T  1  n  1  9,  an  I  o  on  appears  why  Josua 
should  have  omitted  Passover  and  goie  up  to  Pentecost. 

The  feast  of  Tabernacles  followed  upon  the  23d  of  Sep- 
tember. The  chief  argument  in  its  favor  is  that  it  brings  the 
feast  of  V.  1  into  close  connection  with  that  of  vii,  2,  only  a 
year  intervening,  and  thus  best  explains  his  words,  vii.  21- 
23.'  But  some  months  more  or  less  are  not,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, important,  for  tho  miracle  with  its  results  must 
have  been  fresh  in  their  minds  even  after  a  much  longer 
interval.    If  He  had  not  in  the  interval  between  these 

1  SflO  Greswell,  ii.  247,  who  maiati 
John  "embrace  nil  the  iustimces  of  ot 
any  of  the  feasU." 

=  So  Riggenbacli,  40S. 
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feasts  been  at  Jerusalem,  as  is  most  probable,  His  reappear- 
ance would  naturally  carry  their  minds  back  to  the  time 
when  they  last  saw  Ilim,  and  recall  both  His  work  and 
their  own  machinations  against  Him.  Lichtenstein  (175) 
defends  this  feast,  but  it  is  in  connection  with  the  view 
which  we  cannot  adopt,  that  our  Lord  spent  the  summer 
of  780  in  retirement. 

The  great  objection  to  identifying  the  feast  before  us 
with  that  of  Tabernacles,  is  that  it  puts  between  the  end  of 
chap.  iv.  and  the  beginning  of  chap.  v.  a  period  of  eight  or 
nine  months,  which  the  Evangelists  pass  over  in  silence.' 

Comparing  these  various  feasts  together,  that  of  the 
Passover  seems  to  have  most  in  its  favor,  and  that  of 
Purim  least.  Some  incidental  points  bearing  npon  this 
question  will  be  discussed  as  we  proceed.  We  give  the 
following  order  as  the  result  of  our  inquiries  :  Jesus  ceases 
baptizing  and  leaves  Judea  in  December,  780.  His  disci- 
ples depart  to  their  homos,  and  He  lives  in  retirement  till 
March,  781,  when  He  goes  up  to  this  feast,  the  Passover. 
At  this  time,  on  His  way  or  after  His  arrival,  He  hears  of 
the  imprisonment  of  John,  and  returns  to  Galilee  to  begin 
His  work  there. 

The  name  of '  the  pool,  Bethesda,  Iogus  henignltatis, 
"house  of  mercy,"  indicates  that  it  was  a  place  of  resort 
for  the  sick,  and  that  its  waters  bad,  naturally  or  enper- 
natarally,  healing  virtue.'  Its  position  is  mentioned  as 
being  near  the  sheep  gate,  for  so  tm  tq  irpo^arijoj  is  gen- 
erally understood.  About  the  pool  were  five  poi'ches  or 
arches,  where  the  sick  might  be  sheltered. 

A  pool  has  long  been  shown  at  Jerusalem  as  the  pool 
of  Bethesda.    It  lies  near  St.  Stephen's  gate,  along  the 

■  Ebrard  ovoids  this  objection,  but  falls  into  anotber  as  gi^nt  by  supposing 
notbing  recorded  between  the  two  feasts,  (Jobn  v.  1,  acd  yii,  S),  but  the 
Bending  of  the  tireire  and  the  &eding  of  the  firo  thousand. 

°  As  to  otbcF  etymologies,  see  Ilerzog,  Enejc.  IL  US ;   Biggenbach, 
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north  wall  of  the  Temple,  and  is  360  feet  long,  130  broad, 
and  75  deep.'  There  are  still  to  be  seen  at  the  southwest 
corner  two  arched  vaults,  one  of  which  Dr.  Robinson  meas- 
ured 100  feet  westward.  Ho  infers  that  this  excavation.is 
part  of  the  deep  treneh  that  once  separated  the  temple 
enclosure  from  the  adjoining  hill,*  and  that  it  extended  to 
the  northwest  comer  of  Antonia.  It  was  afterward  used 
as  a  reservoir,  its  walls  within  being  cased  over  with  small 
stones,  and  these  covered  with  plaster,  but  bearing  no 
special  mai-ks  of  antiquity.'  Ferguson,  however,'  affirms 
that  fi'om  "  the  curiously  elaborate  character  of  its  hydraulic 
masonry  it  must  always  have  been  intended  as  a  reservoir 
of  water,  and  never  could  have  been  the  ditch  of  a  fortifi- 
cation." '  The  traditional  site  is  defended  by  Williams,  and 
approved  by  ElHcott.  According  to  Wilson,  it  was  both 
the  "fosse"  and  the  "pool."  De  Saulcy, (ii.  285,)  following 
Jerome  and  some  of  the  early  travellers,  maintains  that  the 
language  of  the  Evangelist  should  be  understood,  "  Now 
there  is  in  Jerusalem  by  the  Probatica  (pool)  a  pool  called 
Bethesda,"  ifec.  Thus  there  were  two  pools,  piscince  gemil- 
lares,  "twin  flsh  pools,"  one  called  Probatica  and  one 
Bethesda,  of  which  the  latter  is  the  same  as  that  now 
known  by  this  name,  and  the  two  wore  connected  together 
by  the  arches  still  to  be  seen.  Stewart,  (278)  also,  snpposea 
that  two  separate  pools  lay  along  the  northern  wall  of  the 
Temple  enclosure,  the  sheep  gate  being  between  them,  one 
of  which  was  the  Stntthius  of  Josephus,  the  other  the  pool 
of  Bethesda.  Robinson  (i.  342  ;  iii.  249)  would  identify  the 
pool  of  Bethesda  with  the  pi-esent  fountain  of  the  Virgin. 
The  watere  of  this  fountain  flow  irregularly  or  intermit- 
tently, and  thus  "  the  moving  of  the  water,"  v.  3,  may  be 
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accouDted  for.  The  fountain  is  thus  desci-ibed  by  Porter 
{i.  139)  :  "  The  water  springs  up  at  the  bottom  of  an  arti- 
ficial cave  some  25  feet  deep,  excavated  la  the  rock  of 
Ophe!.  Descending  by  a  flight  of  16  steps,  we  reach  a 
chamber  18  feet  long  by  10  wide  and  10  high.  Thence 
going  down  14  steps  more  into  a  roughly  hewn  grotto,  we 
reach  the  water."  Barclay  says  (316)  "the  stream  ebbs 
and  flows  quite  irregularly,  but  generally  three  or  four 
times  a  day  in  Autumn,  and  oilener  in  Spring,  running  fi'om 
two  to  four  hours  in  the  twenty-four,  and  appearing  per- 
fectly quiescent  during  the  remainder  of  the  day,  although 
a  little  water  always  runs."  It  is  plain  that  this  fountain, 
a  deep  excavation  in  the  rock,  difficult  of  access,  and  with- 
out any  space  in  its  narrow  chamber  for  the  five  porches, 
cannot  have  been  the  place  where  "  Jay  a  gi-eat  multitude 
of  impotent  folk."  Barclay  also  objects  that  there  is  no 
proof  that  it  was  intermittent  in  the  time  of  the  Lord,  and 
derives  an  argument  from  the  silence  of  Josephus,  and  of 
the  Roman  writers.  Tlie  narrative  seems  plainly  to  imply 
supernatural  agency.'  Lightfoot  makes  the  pool  of  Be- 
theada  to  be  that  of  Siloam.  To  the  waters  of  Siloara  he 
ascribe  supernatural  virtues.  In  regard  to  Bethesda  he 
says  (v.  238) :  "The  general  silence  of  the  Jews  about  the 
wondrous  virtue  of  this  pool  is  something  strange,  who,  in 
the  abundant  praises  and  privileges  and  particulars  of 
Jerusalem  which  they  give,  yet  speak  not  one  syEable,  that 
I  have  ever  found,  toward  the  story  of  Bethesda."  Bar- 
clay (326)  finds  another  site  for  this  pool  on  the  lower  side 
of  the  sbeep  quarter,  to  the  east  of  the  Temple.  By  some 
it  has  been  held  to  be  a  tank  just  north  of  St.  Stephen's 
gate. 

I  It  Bbould,  however,  be  remembered,  (int  Terse  4,  "  For  an  angel  went 
down  Bi  a  certain  seusoQ  into  the  pool,"  &c,,  is  of  doubtful  genuineness.  It 
is  rejected  bj  TiBoIiendorf,  Meyer,  and  Alfard,  but  defended  by  De  Wette  asd 
Stier.    See  Alford  in  loco ;  Trench,  Mir.  203. 
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As  the  healing  of  the  impotent  man  took  place  on  tlio 
Sabbath,  it  gave  the  Jews  the  desired  opportunity  of  ac- 
cusing Him  of  a  breach  of  the  law ;  and  it  seems  indeed  as 
if  the  Lord  desired  to  judge  their  whole  system  of  legal 
righteousness,  by  an  emphatic  condemnation  of  the  inter- 
pretation they  gave  to  one  of  the  moat  important  of  the 
commandments.  laghtfoot  {in  loco)  obsei-ves :  "  It  is 
worthy  our  observation  that  our  Saviour  did  not  tbink  it 
enough  merely  to  heal  the  impotent  man  on  the  Sabbath 
day,  which  was  agsunst  their  rules,  but  fiirther  commanded 
him  to  take  up  bia  bed,  which  was  much  more  against  that 
rule."  A  rigid  observance  of  the  Sabbath,  even  to  the 
prohibition  of  the  healing  of  the  sick  on  that  day,  (Luke 
xiii,  14,)  was  a  main  element  of  Pharisaic  righteousness,  and 
therefore  on  this  point  He  took  issue  with  them.  Accord- 
ing to  the  order  we  follow,  it  was  the  first  time  that  He 
had  healed  on  the  Sabbath,  and  the  question  how  such  a 
work  should  be  regarded,  whether  as  lawful  or  unlawful, 
came  before  the  ecclesiastical  authorities  at  Jerusalem  for 
their  decision.  That  tbey  decided  it  to  be  unlawful,  appears 
from  the  angry  opposition  which  subsequent  cases  of  healing 
on  that  day  called  forth. 

With  this  miracle,  the  healing  of  the  impotent  man,  the 
Lord's  Judean  work,  or  the  first  stage  of  His  ministiy, 
came  to  its  close.  It  brought  out  the  enmity  of  the  Jews 
at  Jerusalem  into  full  manifestation,  and  showed  how  un- 
prepared were  the  rulers,  the  priests  and  sciibes,  and  eld- 
ers, to  receive  Him.  In  vain  John  bore  witness  to  Him,  in 
vain  He  Himself  taught  and  wrought  miracles.  They  had 
neither  eyes  to  see,  nor  eara  to  hear.  It  is  apparent  that 
from  the  very  first  they  had  regarded  Him  with  great  sus- 
picion, arising  from  His  peculiar  relations  to  John  the  Bap- 
tist, whom  they  dishked  and  rejected.  His  assumption  of  au- 
thority at  the  purification  of  the  temple,  and  the  shai-p 
reproof  which  that  act  implied,  of  their  own  criminal  re- 
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as,  must  have  been  in  the  highest  degree  offensive  tO 
them ;  nor  did  any  miracle  that  He  subsequently  wrought 
remove  their  dislike,  or  convince  them  of  His  divine  com- 
mission. Althongh  they  took  no  active  measures  to  stay 
Him  in  the  work  of  baptizing,  yet  it  is  evident  that  they 
were  annoyed  and  angry  at  tho  numbers  that  flocked  to 
His  baptism.  But  there  was  yet  no  sufficient  ground  for 
open  opposition,  and  they  seemed  to  have  gained  a  victory, 
in  that  He  had  given  «p  His  work  of  baptisang  and  retired 
into  Galilee.  But  now  that  He  comes  to  Jerusalem,  and 
violates  the  Sabbath  by  working  in  public  a  miracle  on  that 
day,  the  way  is  open  to  proceed  against  Him  as  a  breaker 
of  the  ]aw.  There  can  be  little  doubt  that  He  was  now 
brought  before  the  Sanhedrim,  and  that  the  discourse  given 
(John  V.  17-47)  was  spoken  before  that  tribunal.  This  ap- 
pears fi'om  His  allwaon  to  the  deputation  from  Jerusalem 
to  the  Baptist,  (verse  33,)  "  Ye  sent  unto  John,  and  he 
bare  witness  unto  the  truth ; "  a  deputation  sent  by  those 
He  was  then  addressing.'  Whether  any  judicial  action 
was  now  taken,  does  not  appear,  but  the  Evangelist  a  little 
later  explains  the  fact  of  His  ministiy  in  Galilee,  by  saying 
that  He  could  not  walk  in  Judea,  "  because  the  Jews  sought 
to  kill  Him,"  (vii.  1.)  From  this  we  may  infer  that  it  was 
formally  determined  upon  to  seize  Him  and  put  Him  to 
death  if  found  Jn  Judea.'  From  this  province  He  was 
thus,  by  the  act  of  the  ecclesiastical  rulers,  excluded. 

The  ground  of  defence  in  tho  Lord's  discourse  before 
the  Sanhedrim,  based  upon  His  divine  Sonship  and  His 
equality  with  God,  only  the  more  inflamed  the  anger  of 
His  enemies.  Not  only  did  He  cl^m  to  be  the  Messiah, 
but  more ;  He  made  Himself  equal  with  God.  Regarded 
as  the  last  appeal  to  them  to  receive  Him,  the  closing  words 
of  His  Judean  ministry,  this  discourse  has  a  special  signif- 

■  So  Hejer,  Lange,  Tboluck.  >  CompBre  John  Tii.  SS-33. 


icioy  Google 


RETURN  TO   GALILEE.  185 

icaiice.  It  states  first  the  relation  between  the  Father 
and  the  Son,  and  the  threefold  evidence  by  which  His  owo 
mission  was  confirmed.  The  Baptist  bare  witness;  Hla 
own  H'orks,  wrought  in  the  power  of  the  Father,  hare  wit- 
ness ;  and  finally,  the  Scriptures  bare  witness.'  B«t  even 
this  "  threefold  cord  "  did  not  bind  them,  and  nothing  now 
remained  but  to  turn  away  from  a  people  that  received 
Him  not,  (verse  43,)  and  enter  upon  a  new  stage  of  Hia 
work  in  despised  Galilee.  It  is  well  said  hy  EUicott,  (141,) 
"  This  is  tho  tumbg  point  in  the  Gospel  history.  Tip  to 
this  time  the  preaching  of  our  Lord  at  Jerusalem  and  in 
Judea  had  met  with  a  certain  degree  of  toleration,  and  in 
many  eases  even  of  acceptance ;  but  after  this  all  becomes 
changed.  Henceforth  the  City  of  David  is  no  meet  or  safe 
abode  for  the  eon  of  David ;  the  earthly  hoiise  of  Hia 
Heavenly  Father  is  no  longer  a  secure  hall  of  audience  for 
the  preaching  of  the  Eternal  Son." 

As  Jesua  now  left  Judea  and  only  returned  to  it  after  a 
considerable  interval,  and  thten  only  for  very  brief  periods 
at  the  feasts,  His  enemies  in  that  province  had  little  oppor- 
tunity to  an-est  Him.  We  know,  however,  that  in  point 
of  fact  they  attempted  to  do  so  at  the  very  first  feast  He 
attended,  (John  vii.  32.)  So  long  as  He  was  in  Galilee,  all 
they  could  do  was  to  watch  His  proceedings  there,  and 
seize  upon  eveiy  occasion  that  presented  itself  to  destroy 
His  reputation,  and  hinder  His  work.  How  zeaJously  they 
labored  to  this  end  will  appear  as  our  history  proceeds, 
i  See  "  The  Messiah,"  153. 
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FROM  THE  IMrRISONMENT  TO  THE  DEATH  OF  JOHN  THE  BAP- 
TIST ;  OK,  FROM  APRIL,  ^81,  TO  MAilCH,  'r82.    A.  D.  £8,  29. 


Upon  the  Lord's  Ministry  in  Galilee  to  the  Death  of 
the  Baptist. 

Of  the  general  character  of  the  Lord's  work  in  Galilee, 
as  distinguished  from  His  work  in  Judea,  we  have  already 
spoken,  when  considering  the  divisions  of  His  ministry.  It 
is  in  the  light  of  this  distinction  that  cert£un  remarkable, 
and  to  some  perplexing,  featnrea  of  the  synoptical  Gospels 
find  their  explanation.  As  is  patent  upon  their  narratives, 
they  relate  nothing  that  the  Lord  did  prior  to  John  the 
Baptist's  imprisonment.  Only  fi'om  the  Evangelist  John  do 
we  learn  that  His  field  of  labor,  till  the  Baptist  was  impris- 
oned, was  Judea.  Here  His  time  was  spent  from  the  Pass- 
over of  'ISO  till  the  December  following,  and  if  He  resid- 
ed in  Galilee  a  few  weeks  till  the  feast,  (John  v,  1,)  as 
He  seems  to  have  done,  this  was  in  consequence'of  the 
enmity  of  the  Jews,  and  the  time  was  apparently  spent  in 
secluwon.  So  far  as  the  narratives  of  Matthew,  Mark,  and 
Luke  go,  the  beginning  of  His  public  labors  is  to  be  dated 
from  the  time  when,  the  Baptist  being  cast  into  prison,  He 
went  from  Judea  into  Galilee.    They  all  assume  that  He 
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was  in  Judea  up  to  thia  time,  this  being  the  province  to 
which  His  early  labors  were  confinifd.  The  reasons  why 
they  pass  over  in  silenco  this  first  year  of  His  ministry,  and 
why  they  bring  His  work  in  Galilee  into  such  close  connec- 
tion with  the  Baptist,  we  now  proceed  to  consider. 

The  silence  of  the  Synoptista  respecting  the  Judean 
wort  of  the  Lord,  will  not  appear  strange  if  we  recall  the 
purpose  and  result  of  that  work.  As  we  have  seen,  John, 
after  the  baptism  of  Jesus,  was  visited  by  a  deputation  of 
priests  and  Levites  from  Jerusalem,  to  whom  he  bore  for- 
mal witness  that  the  Messiah  had  come,  (John  i.  19-28.) 
Perhaps,  also,  he  pointed  out  Jesus  to  tliem  in  person.  It 
was  now  a  question  distinctly  before  the  ecclesiastical  rulers. 
Would  they  receive  Jesus  thus  pointed  out  to  them  as  the 
Christ,  or  reject  Him  ?  As  they  took  no  Btepa  to  seek 
Him,  thus  showing  their  disregard  of  the  Baptist's  testi- 
mony, Ho  Himself  will  bring  the  matter  to  an  open  and 
speedy  test.  At  the  first  feast  after  this  testimony,  He  ap- 
pears in  the  temple,  and  there  assumes  authority  as  the 
Son  of  God,  to  purge  it.  He  also  works  miracles,  and 
many  believed  in  Him  as  one  sent  from  God.  Still  the 
ecclesiastical  rulers  did  not  receive  Him,  He  therefore 
begins  to  baptize ;  but  they  did  not  come  to  His  baptism ; 
and  the  gathermg  to  Him  of  the  people  only  augments 
their  hostility,  and  they  seek  to  cast  impediments  in  His 
way  by  sowing  dissensions  between  His  disciples  and  those 
of  John.  As  they  will  not  come  to  receive  baptism,  no 
further  step  could  be  taken  in  the  regular  development  of 
His  Messianic  work.  He  therefore  ceases  to  baptize,  and 
retires  from  Judea.  Still  the  time  is  not  yet  come  for  Him 
to  begin  His  work  in  Galilee,  for  the  Baptist  is  at  liberty, 
and  through  his  witness  and  labors  the  rulers  may  yet  be 
brought  to  repentance,  and  the  nation  be  saved.  He  will 
wait  till  His  forerunner  has  finished  his  work  in  Judoa,  ere 
He  commences  His  work  in  Galilee,    But  John's  ministry 
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comes  to  a  Buddyn  and  untimely  end,  (Mark  ix.  13.)  He 
is  shut  up  in  prison,  and  can  beai-  no  further  witness.  Once 
more  the  Lord  presents  Himself  in  Jerusalem,  and  works  a 
miracle,  but  is  called  a  blasphemer,  and  His  life  endangered. 
There  ia  now  no  place  for  Him  in  Judea,  All  the  labors 
of  the  Baptist,  and  His  own  labors  had  been  unavailing  to 
turn  the  hearts  of  those  in  authority,  and  ensure  His  recep- 
tion aa  the  Messiah.  By  their  own  unbelief  those  who  eat 
JD  Moses'  seat,  the  priests  and  Lcvitcs,  made  it  impossible 
that  He  coald  use  them  in  His  service,  and  continuing  to 
reject  Him,  they  themselves  must  be  rejected.  The  Mo- 
saic institutions  must  be  set  aside,  and  their  priesthood 
cease. 

It  is  here  that  we  find  the  essential  distinction  between 
the  Lord's  work  in  Judea  and  that  in  Galilee.  The  former 
had  reference  to  the  Jewish  people  in  their  corporate  capa- 
city, a  nation  in  covenant  with  God ;  and  dmed  to  produce 
in  them  that  sense  of  sin,  and  that  true  repentance,  which 
were  indispensable  to  His  reception.  The  latter  was  based 
upon  the  fact  that  the  ecclesiastical  rulers  of  the  Jews  would 
not  receive  Him,  and  had  sought  to  kiil  Him,  and  that 
therefore,  if  they  pei-sisted  in  their  wickedness,  GEod  was 
about  to  cast  them  out  of  their  peculiar  relations  to  Him, 
and  establish  a  church,  of  which  the  elect  of  all  nations 
should  be  members,  (Matt.  viii.  11,  12.)  Gomg  into 
Galilee,  the  Lord  will  gather  there  a  body  of  disciples,  who 
shall  bear  witness  to  Him  before  the  nation,  but  who,  if 
this  testimony  ia  unavailing,  shall  serve  as  the  foundations 
of  the  new  institutions  resting  upon  the  New  Covenant. 
Thus  the  departure  from  Judea  into  Galileo  does  not  imply 
that  the  Lord  regarded  this  rejection  of  Himself  by  the 
Jews  as  final,  and  that  nothing  remaned  but  to  lay  new 
foundations  and  choose  a  new  priesthood.  He  will  leave  Ju- 
dea, but  after  a  tune  He  will  return.  His  work  in  Galilee 
stil)  has  reference  to  national  salvation,  through  the  faith  of 
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those  who  should  believe  on  Him  there.  If,  liowever,  the 
nation  will  not  hear  them,  then  from  among  them  He  will 
select  those  who  shall  take  the  place  of  the  pviesthood  of 
the  Aaronic  line,  and  be  builders  and  rulers  under  Him,  the 
Stone  which  the  builders  had  refused,  but  now  become  the 
Head  of  the  comer. 

Thus,  it  will  not  appear  strange  that  the  Synoptiets, 
writing  alter  all  these  events  had  developed  themselves, 
should  pass  over  in  silence^  the  Lord's  Judean  woi'k.  Re- 
garded in  its  relations  to  the  Christian  Church,  its  mention 
was  comparatively  unimportant ;  and  they  could  well  com- 
mence their  narratives  with  that  work  in  Galilee,  which, 
looking  forward  to  the  future,  was  already  developing  itself 
so  widely  and  powerfully.^  It  was  comparatively  of  little 
moment  that  their  readers  should  know,  in  detail,  that  the 
Lord  first  began  His  laboi^s  in  Jndea,  and  that,  after  a  few 
months,  He  was  compelled  to  abandon  them,  through  the 
enmity  of  the  rulers ;  since  all  knew  that  He  was  finally 
rejected  by  them,  and  suffered  death  at  their  hands.  But 
the  Galilean  work  was  of  the  highest  moment,  as  it  marked 
where  the  dividing  line  began  between  the  old  and  the 
new,  between  Moses  and  Christ.  And  this  may  also  ex- 
plain their  silence  in  respect  to  the  feasts  which  the  Lord  at- 
tended while  in  Gahlee,    Any  transient  work  at  Jerusalem, 

'  Some  find  liiilicnit;  [n  reconciling  the  Sjnoptisfs  with  John,  because  the 
Bjrmersay  that  Jesus  n-DDt  to  CapBrnHum  to  begin  His  ministry  aflcr  the  im- 
prisonmeot  of  the  Baptist,  while  John  relates  two  Tisits  to  Capernaum  and 
G^ilee  before  this  imprison  men  I.  (John  ii.  12;  iv.  46.)  But  these  visits 
tbey  might  well  puss  over  in  silence,  as  not  at  all  affecting  the  general  (aci 
that  the  field  of  laborducinglbe  first  part  of  His  ministiy  was  Jiidea,  and  not 
Galilee.  The  first  of  these  visits  to  Galilee  was  before  the  first  Passover,  and 
of  short  duration;  the  second  was  after  thewoik  in  Judea  had  been  inter- 
rupted, and  was  also  brief,  and  neither  of  them  was  marked  bj  public  la- 
bors.  He  began  to  preach  id  Galilee  only  when  He  had  ended  for  the  time 
His  work  in  Judea,  and  this  was  after  the  imprisonment  of  tha  Baptist  and 
the  attempt  of  the  Jews  on  His  own  life.    (John  v.  IE.) 
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addres^ng  itaelf  especially  to  the  hierarchy,  had  no  impor- 
tant bearing  upon  the  great  result. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  mention  of  the  Lord's  ministry 
in  Judea  by  John,  and  his  silence  respecting  much  that 
was  done  in  Galilee,  follow  from  the  special  purpose  of  his 
Gospel,  which  is  to  show  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ,  the  Son 
of  God,  (xs.  31 ;)  and,  as  incidental,  how  faith  on  the  one 
side  and  unbelief  on  the  other  were  developed  among 
those  who,  from  time  to  time,  were  brought  into  contact 
with  Him.  He  draws  no  shai-p  line  of  distinction  between 
what  Jesus  did  in  Judea  and  in  Galilee,  nor  mates  any 
particular  mention  of  John's  imprisonment.  He  selects 
from  the  many  a«ts  of  His  life  such  aa  will  best  answer  his 
purpose,  wherever  they  took  place,  and  the  events  seem, 
for  the  most  part,  to  be  narrated  that  he  may  give  the  dis- 
courses that  stand  in  connection  with  them.'  It  is  thus 
incidentally  and  not  formally,  that  he  mentions  what  was 
done  in  Judea,  and  it  is  only  by  a  careful  comparison  of  his 
narrative  with  those  of  the  Synoptists,  that  wo  reach  our 
general  result. 

It  is  to  be  remembered  that  Galilee  had  been  spoten 
of  several  centuries  before  the  Saviour's  birth,  by  the 
prophet  Isaiah,  (ix.  1,  2,)  as  that  part  of  the  Holy  Land  to 
be  especially  blessed  by  His  labors.  It  had  been  the  part 
least  esteemed,  not  only  because  in  the  division  of  the 
kingdom  it  was  joined  to  Israel  in  opposition  to  Judah,  but 
as  also  especially  exposed  to  foreign  invasion,  and  which 
had  in  fact  been  repeatedly  conquered.  Here  was  the 
greatest  admixture  of  foreign  elements,  the  natural  result 
of  these  conquests,  and  hence  the  name,  "  Galilee  of  the 
Gentiles,"  The  prophet  mentions  the  two  tribes  of  Zeba- 
lon  and  Napthali  as  peculiarly  despised ;    and  within  the 

'  Compare  the  yisit  of  Nicodemua,  the  incident  at  Jacob's  well,  ihe  visit 
lothe  feaat,  (t.  1,)  the  feeding  of  the  five  thousand,  ihe  visit  at  the  Feast  of 
Dedication,  and  many  others. 
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bounds  of  the  first  was  Nazareth,  and  within  the  bounds 
of  the  second  waa  Capernaum.  How  wonderfully  thia 
prophecy,  so  dark  in  its  literal  interpretation,  was  fulfilled, 
the  history  of  the  Lord's  ministry  shows.  His  own  in  Judea 
and  Jerusalem  would  not  walk  in  His  light,  and  thus  it  was 
that,  in  "Galilee  of  the  Gentiles,  the  people  which  sat  in 
darkness  saw  great  light," 

To  this  prediction  of  Isaiah,  the*  Evangelist  Matthew, 
according  to  his  custom,  calls  the  attention  of  his  readers; 
and  afiirms  that  in  Galilee,  thus  prophetically  marked  out, 
the  preaching  of  the  Lord  actually  began,  (iv.  17.)  "  From 
that  time,"  that  is,  from  the  imprisonment  of  John,  and  the 
departure  into  Galilee,  that  Immediately  followed  it,  "Jesue 
began  to  preach,"  &c.  "  His  earlier  appearance  in  Judea, 
though  full  of  striking  incidents  and  proofs  of  His  divine 
legation,  was  preliminary  to  His  ministry  or  preaching, 
properly  so  called,  which  now  began."'  Luke  socma  pkunly 
to  intimate  that  the  first  teaching  of  the  Lord  in  the  syna- 
gogues waa  that  which  he  records  at  Kazareth.  That  H^ 
enemies  at  Jerusalem  regarded  His  labors  as  first  taking 
positive  form  and  character  in  Galilee,  appears  from  their 
accusation,  (Luke  xxiii.  5,)  "He  stirreth  up  the  people, 
teaching  thronghout  all  Jewry,  beginning  fi'om  Galilee  to 
this  plaee."  {See  also  the  words  of  Peter,  Acts  x,  37, 
"  That  word  which  was  published  throughout  all  Judea, 
and  began  from  Galilee,")  And  as  God  had  ordered  that 
Galilee  should  be  the  chief  theatre  of  His  teaching,  so  He 
providentially  overruled  the  political  arrangements  of  the 
time,  that  there  He  could  labor  without  hindrance,  since 
the  tetrarch  Herod  Antipaa  did  not  trouble  himself  con- 
cerning any  ecclesiastical  movements  that  did  not  disturb 
the  public  peace.  And  here,  also,  the  people  wore  less 
under  the  influence  of  the  hierarchy,  and  more  open  to 
His  words. 

'  Alexaoder  iu  loco  ;   so  Graswell,  ii.  2Y1;   Slier  on  Luke  It.  IS. 
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Thus  the  silence  of  the  Synoptists,  respecting  the  work 
of  Jesus  in  Judea,  is  satisfactorily  explained ;  and  we  also 
see  why  the  imprisonment  of  the  Baptist  is  made  so  promi- 
nent in  their  narratives.  It  marks  the  time  when  He  left 
Judea  for  Galilee,  and  is  thus  a  great  turning  point  in 
lEa  ministry.  So  long  as  John  was  free  to  prosecute  hia 
work  of  calling  the  nation  to  repentance,  Ho  could  take  no 
steps  looking  forward  to  the  estahlishment  of  new  institu- 
tions. He  could  not  begin  to  preach  or  teach  in  Galilee. 
But  John  in  prison  could  no  more  prepare  His  way,  could 
no  more  testify  of  Him  to  the  nation,  or  administer  the 
baptism  of  repentance.  The  voice  of  the  forerunner  thus 
silenced,  Jesus,  departing  to  Galilee,  can  there  begin  Him- 
self to  preach,  and  to  gather  disciples,  and  prepare  them 
for  their  futare  work. 

As  the  primary  object  of  the  ministry  in  Galileo  was  to 
gather  disciples,  the  Lord  directs  His  teachings  and  works 
to  that  end.  Hence  Hia  visits  to  all  parts  of  the  land,  His 
use  of  the  synagogues  for  preaching.  His  teachings  in  the 
streets,  in  the  fields,  upon  the  sea-shore,  wherever  the  peo- 
ple gather  to  Him.  He  speaks  to  all,  that  whosoever  haa 
ears  to  hear  may  hear.  Hence,  also.  His  readiness  to  heal 
all  who  may  come  unto  Hiin,  that  the  faith  which  the  word 
could  not  draw  forth  might  be  drawn  forth  by  the  work. 
Thus  by  degrees  He  gathered  around  Him  the  most  spirit- 
ually minded  and  receptive  of  the  GalUeans,  and  of  the 
adjacent  regions.  From  these  He  chooses  a  small  body 
whom  He  keeps  near  Himself,  and  to  whom  He  explains 
what  is  obscure  in  His  public  discourses,  as  they  are  able  to 
Lear ;  and  these,  after  He  had  instructed  tliem,  Ho  sends 
forth  to  be  witnesses  to  the  people  at  large. 

This  work  of  Jesus  in  Galileo,  gathering  and  educating 
His  disciples,  continued  from  the  Passover  of  781  till  the 
Feast  of  Tabernacles  in  782,  or  a  period  of  about  one  year 
and  MX  months.    The  death  of  the  Baptist,  which  we  place 
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in  the  spring  of  Y82,  had  an  important  bearing  upon  His 
labors,  and  divides  this  Galilean  minifitry  into  two  parts, 
which  are  ea^ly  distinguishable  fi-om  each  other.  The 
grounds  of  this  distinction  will  be  noted  hereafter.  Onr 
present  period  ends  with  the  Baptist's  death.  The  impor- 
tant events  that  mark  its  progress  will  be  noticed  as  we 


April,  781.     a.  d.  28, 

Hearing  whilat  in  Jeruaalem  of  the  impriaonmont  of  Matt.  iv.  12. 

Joha  the  Baptist,  the  Lord  leaves  Judea  and  goes  into  MiEK  i.  14,  15. 

Galileelo  begin  His  ministry  there.     InHia  progress  He  LuKEiv.  11, 15. 

comes  to  Naatireth  and  tenclies  in  its  synagogue.     His  LnicEiv,  16-32. 
words  encaging  the  people,  and  His  life  being  in  danger. 

He  leavea  Nazttretli,  and  going  to  Capernaum  tliere  talies  Matt.  iv.  12-1 'I. 
up  lus  abode. 

An  important  and  difficult  point  hero  meets  us :  When 
was  John  imprisoned  ? 

We  first  inquire  what  data  we  have  bearing  upon  it, 
other  than  the  statements  of  thcKvangelists.  In  Josephua' 
we  find  mention  made  of  the  imprisonment  of  John  by 
Herod  the  Tetraj'ch,  at  the  castle  of  Maehierus,  where  he 
was  subsequently  put  to  death.  This  imprisonment  and 
death  of  tlie  Baptist  Josephus  connects  with  the  defeat  of 
Herod  in  battle  by  Aretas,  king  of  Arabia ;  tho  defeat 
being  regarded  by  many  of  the  Jews  as  a  just  punishment 
sent  by  God  upon  Herod  for  this  act  of  injustice  and  cruel- 
ty. He  does  not  mention  that  John  reproved  Herod  for 
his  maiTiage  of  Herodias,  and  seems  to  place  the  arrest 
solely  on  political  grounds. 

It  appears,  from  these  statements  of  Josephus  respect- 
ing the  origin  and  histoiy  of  the  ivar,  that  the  death  of 
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John  was  liefore  the  defeat  of  Herod  by  Aretas,  and  that 
this  defeat  was  before  the  death  of  Tiberius.  This  emperor 
died  in  JIarch,  790.  It  was  also  probably  before  the  death 
of  Philip  the  Tetrarch.'  Thus  we  reach  only  the  indefinite 
result,  that  John  was  beheaded  before,  or  in  787.  And  we 
have  no  data  in  Josephus  to  come  to  any  more  exact  con- 
clusion. Some  have  sought  to  obtain  a  more  definite  re- 
sult by  determining  the  time  when  Herod  made  that 
joarney  to  Rome  in  which  he  met  Herodias,  but  without 
success. 

If,  then,  only  the  general  conclusion  can  be  drawn  from 
the  statements  of  Josephus,  that  John  was  put  to  death  be- 
fore 787,  let  us  turn  to  the  Evangelists,  We  leara  from 
John,  (iiL  23,  24,)  that  while  Jesus  was  baptizing  in  Judea, 
John  was  baptizing  at  ^non.  This  was  dnring  the  sum- 
mer of  780.  Jesus  discontinued  His  baptismal  work,  prob- 
ably in  December  of  that  year,  and  retired  into  Galilee. 
We  have  already  seen  that  John  continued  to  prosecute  hia 
work  later.  In  John  (iv.  l)  there  is  no  assertion  that  the 
Baptist's  work  had  ended,  but  rather  a  plain  intimation  that 
it  was  still  in  progress,  for  there  is  a  comparison  between 
them,  and  the  result  is  that  Jesus  is  baptizing  more  than 
John.'  We  may  then  conclude  that  John  was  still  at 
liberty,  and  engaged  in  his  work  abont  the  beginning  of 


The  grounds  upon  which  the  many  harmonists  and 
commentators,  who  make  the  cessation  of  the  Lord's  bap- 
tismal work  contemporaneons  with  John's  imprisonment, 
reach  this  conclusion,  are  various  and  by  no  means  con- 
cordant. But  most  agree  that  the  Lord  was  afraid  of  a 
like  imprisonment.  Thus  Lightfoot,  on  John  iv.  i,  says: 
"  Herod  had  imprisoned  John  Baptist  under  pretence  of 
his  growing  too  popular.    Our  Saviour,  nnderstandiiig  this, 

'  Sea  Greawell,  HL 114.  "  Wioader,  aai 
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and  that  the  Sanhunlriin  had  heard  of  the  increase  of  His 
disciples,  withdrew  too  from  Judea  into  Galilee,  that  He 
might  be  more  remote  from  that  kind  of  thunderbolt  St, 
John  had  been  struck  with."  Bat  the  arrest  of  John  was 
not  because  of  hie  baptism,  but  because  of  his  reproof  of 
Herod,  and  there  is  no  reason  to  believe  that  the  Pharisees 
had  any  thing  to  do  with  it.  That  Jesus  did  not  fear  any 
arrest  from  Herod,  is  apparent  from  the  fact  that  He  now 
leaves  a  province  under  Roman  rule  to  go  into  one  ruled 
over  by  Herod  himself,  and  moreover,  takes  up  His  abode 
in  the  near  vicinity  of  his  capital.  Nor,  as  has  been  already 
shown,  was  He  in  any  bodily  danger  from  the  Pharisees. 
So  long  as  Jesas  simply  permitted  his  disciples  to  baptize 
He  was  guilty  of  no  crime,  although  the  validity  and  value 
of  His  baptism  might  be  denied. 

Greswell,  (ii.  212,)  who  admits  that  the  words  of  the 
Evangelist  imply,  that  when  Jesus  set  out  on  His  rctarn  to 
Galilee,  John  was  not  yet  cast  into  prison,  (John  iv.  1,) 
supposes  that  before  He  reached  there  he  was  imprisoned. 
This,  however,  contradicts  the  Synoptists,  who  say  that 
Jesus  was  in  Judea  when  He  heard  of  John's  imprisonment, 
and  that  this  vtBlS  the  cause  of  his  depai-ture  into  Galilee, 
(Matt.  iv.  12.) 

If  we  compare  the  account  of  what  followed  tho  return 
of  Jesus  to  Galilee,  as  given  by  John  (iv.  43-54)  with  that 
given  by  the  Synoptists,  we  find  full  proof  that  they  refer 
to  different  periods.  Aceordiog  to  the  former,  Jesus  went 
to  Galilee,  not  to  begin  public  labors,  but  to  find  retire- 
ment. The  prophet,  as  a  rule,  having  no  honor  in  bis  own 
country,  He  might  well  hope  to  pass  the  time  there  in  seclu- 
sion, without  attracting  public  attention,  til!  the  issue  of 
John's  ministry  was  determined.  He  did  not  indeed  find 
the  privacy  which  He  sought,  because  the  Galileans  bad 
been  eye-witnesses  of  what  He  had  done  at  Jerusalem,  and 
were  fevorably  inclined  toward  Him.    Very  soon  after  His 
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retnvii  the  nobleman  from  Capernaum  sought  His  aid ;  but 
aside  from  this,  there  is  no  indication  that  He  performed 
any  miracles  or  engaged  in  any  teaching.  No  disciples  are 
spoken  of  as  with  Him,  nor  any  crowds  of  people.  Kor 
when  He  goes  up  to  the  feast  (v.  1)  does  He  appear  to  have 
been  attended  by  any  disciples.  On  the  other  liand,  accord- 
ing to  tho  Synoptists,  (Matt.  iv.  12-25;  Mart,  i.  14-21; 
Luke,  iv.  14,  15),  so  soon  as  He  heard  of  John's  imprison- 
ment He  began  His  labors  in  Galilee,  very  early  gathering 
again  His  disciples,  and  working  miracles,  and  teaching  in 
all  the  synagogues.  His  fame  spread  immediately  through 
the  whole  re^on,  and  wherever  He  went  crowds  followed 
Him., 

The  manner  in  which  John  relates  what  the  Lord  did  in 
Galilee  up  to  the  time  of  the  feast,  (v.  1,)  shows  that  he  re- 
garded Judea  as  the  proper  field  of  His  labors  during  this 
period,  and  His  works  in  Galilee  as  only  exceptional.  Only 
two  miracles  were  wrought  in  Galilee  during  this  period, 
and  both  at  Cana,  (John  ii.  1 ;  iv.  46.)  Of  the  first,  the 
Evangelist  says :  "  This  beginning  of  miracles  did  Jesus  in 
Cana  of  Galilee,  and  manifested  forth  His  glory."  Of  the 
second  :  "  This  is  again  the  second  miracle  that  Jesus  did, 
when  Ho  was  come  out  of  Judea  into  Galilee."  Both  these 
miracles  were  wrought  under  peculiar  circumstances,  and 
for  special  ends,  not  in  the  ordinary  course  of  His  ministry. 
Those  wrought  by  Him  in  Jerusalem  at  the  firat  Passover 
(John  ii,  23,  compare  iii,  2)  are  merely  alluded  to,  although 
they  seem  to  have  been  of  a  striking  character  ;  but  these 
are  specified  as  wrought  by  Jesus  coming  out  of  Judea,  the 
proper  place  of  His  ministry,  into  Galilee  where  His  minis- 
try had  not -yet  begun,  John  being  not  yet  imprisoned-' 

We  thus  find  confirmatory  evidence  that  the  Baptist 
was  not  imprisoned  till  after  December,  780.     But  on  the 

J  See  Wieaeler,  2T1,  note  2, 
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other  hand,  this  imprisonment  was  before  the  feast,  (John, 
V.  1.)  The  proof  of  this  we  find  in  the  words  of  the  Lord 
spoken  at  this  feast,  (v.  35,)  referring  to  John,  "  He  was  a 
burning  and  a  shining  light,  and  ye  were  willing  for  a  season 
to  rejoice  in  his  light."  Here  John's  work  is  spoken  of  as 
something  past.  "  He  was,"  and  "  ye  were  willing  for  a 
season."  Alford  remarks,  "  This  '  was,'  j/v,  shows,  as  Stier 
rightly  observes,  that  John  was  now  cast  into  prison,  if  not 
executed."  Tholuck  says,  " '  He  was,'  implies  that  John 
had  already  left  the  stage,"  But  the  feast  at  which  these 
words  were  spoken,  we  have  already  identified  as  the  Pass- 
over of  781.  Some  time,  then,  between  December,  780,  and 
April,  781,  the  Baptist  was  imprisoned. 

But  we  may  fix  the  time  stili  more  definitely.  When 
Jesus  heard  of  John's  imprisonment  He  was  in  Judea,  and 
there  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that,  after  He  gave  up  bap- 
tizing and  retired  into  Galilee,  He  came  again  into  Judea" 
till  the  feast,  {v.  1.)  It  was  at  this  time  (April,  781) 
that  He  heard  at  Jerusalem  of  John's  imprisonment,  to 
which,  as  we  just  saw,  He  alhided  in  His  address  to  the 
Jews.  We  may  then  place  this  event  a  Httlo  before  this 
feast,  say  in  March,  781. 

St.  John,  who  has  been  our  sole  informant  in  all  relating 
to  the  work  of  the  Lord  in  Judea,  narrates  nothing  that 
occurred  between  the  feast  (v.  1)  and  the  feeding  of  the 
5,000,  (vi.  1 ,)  an  interval  of  a  year.  We  must  therefore  turn 
to  the  Synoptists,  whose  narrative  commences  at  this  point. 

By  Matthew  (iv.  12)  it  is  said  that  Jesus,  "when  He 
heard  that  John  was  cast  into  prison,  departed  into  Galilee, 
and  leaving  Kazareth  came  and  dwelt  in  Capernaum." 
This  implies  that  on  leaving  Judea  He  went  first  to  Naza- 
reth and  afterward  to  Caperaaum,  Mark  (i.  14)  speaks 
only  in  general  terms  of  His  coming  into  Galilee.  Luke 
(iv.  14,  15)  gives  a  brief  outline  of  His  ministry  there,  that 
He  taught  in  their  synagogues,  that  His  fame  spread  abroad, 
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and  that  He  was  glorihed  ot  all  It  is  not  -nholly  clear 
whether  this  Evangelist  hei  e  gives  by  anticipation  i  sum 
mary  of  His  work  and  its  lesults,  or  mein^  to  state  that 
Jesus  began  preaching  in  the  synagognes  of  Galilee  pio 
vions  to  His  an-ival  at  Nazareth,  and  was  everywhere  fovor- 
aWy  received.  The  latt-er  is  in  itself  not  improbable,  but 
the  former  is  most  in  keeping  with  the  narrative.  Some 
have  snpposed  that  He  went  to  Nazareth  by  way  of  Ca- 
pernanm,  and  that  in  the  latter  city  He  wrought  some  rair- 
aclea  which  are  not  directly  mentioned,  but  to  which  He  is 
thought  to  allude  when  He  speaks  at  Nazareth  of  works 
which  He  had  done  at  Capernaum,  (Luke  iv.  23.)' 

But  it  is  not  impossible,  as  said  by  Ebrard,  that  He 
refers  to  the  earlier  healing  of  the  nobleman's  son,  who  was 
sick  at  Capernaum,  though  Jesus  Himself  was  at  Cana^ 
This  is  confirmed  by  the  manner  in  which  the  teaching  of 
the  Lord  in  the  synagogue  at  Capernaum  and  His  miracles 
are  spoken  of,  (Mark  i.  21-84;  Lukeiv.  31-42,)  as  if  He 
then  for  the  first  time  began  His  labors  there. 

As  Matthew  (xiii.  53-58)  and  Mark  (vi.  1-6)  both  speak 
of  a  visit  of  Jesus  to  Nazareth,  bat  apparently  at  a  later 
period,  it  is  a  question  whether  this  visit  can  be  identified 
with  that  mentioned  by  Luke,  (iv.  16-30,)  or  whether  they 
are  to  be  regarded  as  distinct.'  There  are  severa]  points  of 
likeness,  but  not  more  than  would  naturally  exist  in  two 
visits  made  under  such  peculiar  circumstances.  In  both 
His  words  excite  the  astonishment,  not  unmixed  with  envy, 
of  His  fellow-townsmen  ;  and  recalling  to  mind  His  origin, 
and  His  education  amongst  themselves,  and  His  family, 
whose  members  thoy  knew,  they  are  ofiended  at  His  pro- 
phetic claims.  In  both  He  repeats  the  proverb,  so  strikingly 

'  Krafft,  Alford,  Biggenbach. 

5  Opinions  of  recent  inquirers  ore  about  equally  divided.  In  favor  of 
their  identity  are  Lange,  Alford,  Buchcr,  Friedtieb,  Lichtcnstein ;  against  it, 
Meyer,  Stier,  Eobinson,  Tischendorf,  Wieseler,  Kraffi,  Tovfnsend,  EllicoH. 
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applicable,  that  "  a  propliet  is  not  without  honor  save  in 
his  own  country;"  bat  with  this  difference,  that  at  the  sec- 
ond visit  He  adds,  with  apparent  referenbe  to  His  brothers 
and  sisters,  "and  among  his  own  kin  and  in  his  own 
house."  On  the  other  hand,  the  points  of  difference  are 
more  numerous,  and  more  plainly  miirked.  In  the  former 
visit  He  is  alone ;  in  the  latter  Ho  is  accompanied  by  His 
disciples,  (Markvi.  1.)  In  the  former  He  is  attacked  by 
the  enraged  populace,  and  escapes  through  snperaatural 
aid  the  threatened  death ;  in  the  latter,  though  He  mar- 
velled at  their  unbelief.  He  continues  there  for  a  time,  and 
heals  a  few  sick  folk.  In  the  former,  "passing  through 
the  midst  of  them  He  went  His  way,  and  came  to  Caper- 
naum, a  city  of  Gahlee  ;"  in  the  latter  He  "went  round 
about  the  villages  teaching."  The  mention  of  the  healing 
of  the  sick  by  Mark  clearly  shows  the  visits  to  have  been 
distinct,  for  it  could  not  have  taken  place  before  His  first 
teaching  in  the  synagogue  on  the  Sabbath,  and  immediately 
afterward  He  was  obliged  to  fiee  from  their  rage. 

The  wrath  of  the  people,  so  unprovoked,  and  their  ef- 
fort to  kill  Him,  seem  sufSciently  to  justify  the  opinion  of 
Nathanael  in  regard  to  Nazareth,  From  this  incident  it 
is  plain  that  they  were  fierce  and  cruel,  and  ready  from 
mere  envy  to  imbrae  their  hands  in  the  blood  of  one  who 
had  lived  among  them,  a  neighbor  and  friend,  all  His  life. 
It  is  not  improbable,  however,  that  they  may  long  have 
been  conscious  that,  though  dwelling  among  them.  He  was 
not  of  them,  and  thus  a  secret  feeling  of  dislike  and  ill-will 
have  been  slumbering  in  their  hearts.  This  is  the  only 
instance  recorded  of  the  Lord's  reading  in  a  synagogue, 
and  He  may  have  been  asked  so  to  do  as  having  been  for 
so  many  years  a  member  of  the  congregation,  or  because 
of  the  reputation  He  had  already  acquired.  Elsewhere  He 
preached  in  the  synagogues,  permission  being  everywhere 
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given  Him,  apparently  in  Tii'tue  of  His  prophetic  claimB. 
(Compare  Acts  xiii.  15.) 

The  city  of  Naaareth,  being  built  npon  the  side  of  a  ateep 
hill,  presents  several  precipices  down  wliich  a,  person  might 
be  cast.  That  which  has  for  many  years  been  pointed  out 
as  the  place  ■where  the  attempt  was  made  on  the  Lord's 
life,  and  called  the  Mount  of  Precipitation,  lies  some  two 
miles  from  the  village.  It  is  a  conspicuous  object  from  the 
plain  of  Esdvaeion,  which  it  overlooks.  Its  distance  from 
the  village  is  a  sufficient  proof  that  it  cannot  have  been  tbe 
real  scene  of  the  event.  The  cliff  which  travellers  have 
generally  fixed  upon  as  best  answering  to  the  narrative 
lies  just  back  of  the  Maronite  church,  and  is  some  thirty  or 
forty  feet  in  height.' 

A  chronological  datum  has  been  found  by  Bengel  in  the 
iact  that  the  passage  of  Isaiah  read  by  the  Lord  (Luke  iv. 
18,  19)  was  that  appointed  to  be  read  on  the  morning  of 
the  great  day  of  Atonement.'  But  it  is  by  no  moans  cer- 
tain that  such  was  the  order  at  this  tirae  ;  nor  does  it  ap- 
pear whether  Jesus  read  the  passage  appointed  for  the  day, 
or  that  to  which  He  opened  intentionally  or  under  divine 
direction.  Some  of  the  fathera,  from  t.  19,  where  mention 
is  made  of  "  the  acceptable  ye.ir  of  the  Lord,"  inferred  that 
His  ministry  continued  but  a  single  year.  That  no  definite 
period  of  time  is  meant  sufficiently  appears,  however,  from 
the  context,  (Is.  Ixi,  2.) 

Thus  rejected  at  Nazareth,  Jesus  departs  to  Capernaum. 
We  know  not  whether  private  and  personal  reasons  had 
any  influence, in  the  selection  of  this  city  as  the  central 
point  of  His  labors  in  Galilee.    Some,  as  Lightfoot  and 

■  RobinEon,  ii.  33B ;  Ritter,  Theil  iti.  744.  Tan  De  Veldc,  Journey,  ii. 
335,  thinks  that  this  CHuaot  be  the  place,  and  auppo9ea  that  the  precipice 
nhere  the  Saiionr's  life  was  threatCHsd,  bm  crumbled  awaj  from  the  ef- 
fect of  earthquakes  and  other  causes. 

'  See  also  MeKnight,  Har,  in  loco. 
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Ewald,  liave  supposed  that  Joseph  had  possessions  there, 
and  that  the  family,  the  Lord's  mother  and  brethren,  were 
now  residing  there,  (Johnii.  12.)  More  probably,  in  the 
Beleotion  of  Capernaum  He  was  determined  chiefly  by  its 
local  position  and  relations.  Lying  upon  the  sea  of  Galilee^ 
and  the  gveat  roads  from  Egypt  to  Syria  running  throngh 
it,  and  in  the  direct  line  from  Jerusalem  to  Dam.ascus,'  it 
gave  Him  such  facilities  of  intercourse  with  men  as  He 
could  not  have  had  in  secluded  Nazareth.  Not  only  could 
He  readily  visit  all  parts  of  Galilee,  hut  by  means  of  the 
lake  He  had  ready  access  also  to  the  region  upon  the  other 
side,  and  to  the  towns  both  north  and  south  in  the  valley 
of  the  Jordan.  From  it  he  conld  easily  make  circuits  into 
Galilee  on  the  west,  into  Trachonitis  on  the  north,  and  into 
Decapolis  and  Perea  on  the  east  and  south.  Besides  this 
local  fitness  for  His  work,  it  was  also  the  residence  of  Simon 
and  Andrew,  and  but  a  little  way  from  Bethsaida,  the  city 
of  Philip. 

It  does  not  appear  from  the  Gospels  whether  the  Lord 
had  a  house  of  His  own  at  Capernaum,  or  dwelt  with  some 
relative  or  disciple.  His  own  words,  (Matt.  viii.  20,)  "the 
Son  of  Man  hath  not  where  to  lay  His  head,"  seem  decisive 
that  He  did  not  own  any  dwelling,  but  was  dependent  upon 
others  even  for  a  place  where  to  sleep.  He  is  spoken  of  as 
entering  the  house  of  Peter,  (Matt.  viii.  14,)  and  the  form 
of  expression,  (Mark  ii.  1,)  "  it  was  noised  abroad  that  Ho 
had  come  home,"  (compare  iii.  10,)  implies  that  He  had  a 
fixed  place  of  abode.  Norton,  in  common  with  many,  sup- 
poses that  He  resided  in  the  house  of  Peter ;  Alexander  (on 
Mark  i.  20)  saggests  that  Peter  may  "have  opened  a  house 
for  the  convenience  of  his  Lord  and  master  in  tho  intervals 
of  His  itinerant  labors."  If,  however.  His  mother  was  now 
living  at  Capernaum,  which  is  by  no  means  certain,  He 

1  Robinaoo,  ii.  405;  Bitter,  Thai  iv.  2J1. 
9* 
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would  naturally  tate  up  Hia  abode  with  her.  "  The  change 
of  abode,"  says  Alford,  "  seems  to  have  kicluded  the  'whole 
family,  except  the  sisters,  who  may  have  been  married  at 
Kazareth."  Greswell  assei-ts  that  the  incident  respecting 
the  tribute  money  (Matt,  xvii,  24)  proves  indisputably  that 
He  was  a  legal  inhabitant  of  Capernaum. 

The  sea  of  Galilee  is  formed  by  the  waters  of  the  Jor- 
dan, 'ft'Heh  enter  at  the  northern,  and  flow  out  at  the 
southern  extremity.  Its  shape  is  that  of  an  irregular  oval, 
somewhat  broadest  at  the  upper  part,  and  is  about  fourteen 
miles  in  length,  and  six  or  seven  in  width.  The  water  is  clear 
and  sweet,  and  used  for  drinking  by  the  inhabitants  along  its 
shores,  many  of  whom  ascribe  to  it  medicinal  qualities.  It 
is  650  feet  lower  than  the  Mediterranean,  and  probably 
may  fill  the  crater  of  an  extinct  volcano.  The  west  shores 
of  the  lake  are  more  precipitous  than  those  of  the  east. 
Bemg  surrounded  with  hills,  those  on  the  east  nearly  2,000 
feet  high,  which  are  seamed  with  deep  ravines  down  which 
the  winds  sweep  with  great  violence,  it  is  very  much  ex- 
posed to  sudden  and  furious  storms.' 

Nearly  midway  on  the  western  side  of  the  lake  is  "  the 
land  of  Gennesaret,"  (Matt.  xiv.  34 ;  Mark  vi.  53.)  It  is 
made  by  a  recession  of  the  bills  from  the  shore,  and  forms 
a  segment  of  a  circle,  being  about  four  miles  long  and  three 
broad.  It  begins  on  the  south,  just  above  the  village  of 
Mejdel,  or  Magdala,  and  extends  northward  to  the  point 
where  the  promontory  of  Khan  Minyeh  stretches  down  to 
the  water.  It  is  well  watered,  though  better  in  the  south- 
ern than  in  tho  northern  part,  several  fountains  arising  in 
it,  large  and  copious,  and  several  streams  from  the  hills 
westward  pouring  their  waters  through  it  to  the  late  in 
the  rainy  season.' 

In  or  near  the  land  of  Gennesaret  was  the  city  of  Ca- 
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pernaiim.  The  interest  which  all  feel  in  a,  place  which  was 
BO  long  the  Lord's  residence,  and  the  central  point  of  His 
labors,  leads  us  to  inquire  with  some  minuteness  respecting 
its  site.  This  has  long  been  the  subject  of  dispute.  Nei- 
ther the  statements  of  the  Evangelists,  nor  of  Joseplms,  nor 
of  the  fathers,  are  so  definite  tha,t  we  can  determine  the  exact 
spot ;  and  modern  travellers  who  have  carefully  examined 
all  probable  sites  along  the  lake,  are  by  no  means  agreed  in 
their  conclusions.  All,  therefore,  that  we  can  now  do  ia  to 
give  a  summary  of  the  question  as  it  stands  in  the  light  of 
the  most  recent  investigation.  Aa  Betbsaida  and  Chorazin 
were  adjacent  cities,  joined  vnth  Capernaum  in  the  same 
high  privileges  and  ialling  under  the  same  condemnation, 
(Matt.  xi.  20 ;  Luke  x.  13,}  and  their  sites  are  also  subjects 
of  dispute,  we  shall  embrace  them  in  this  geographical  in- 

It  is  known  from  the  Gospels,  {Matt.  iv.  13,  ix.  1,  xiii.  1 ; 
Mark  ii.  13 ;  John  vL  17,)  that  Capernaum  was  seated  Yipoii 
the  seashore,  and  it  appears  from  a  comparison  of  John 
vl.  IJ  with  Matt.  xiv.  34,  and  Mark  vi.  53,  that  it  was 
either  in  or  near  "the  land  of  Gennesaret."  More  distinct 
information  is  given  us  by  Josephus,'  who,  speaking  of  the 
plain  of  Gennesaret,  says ;  "  It  is  ii-rigated  by  a  highly  fer- 
tilizing spring,  called  Caphernaura  by  the  people  of  the 
country.  This  some  have  thought  a  vein  of  the  Nile,  from 
its  producing  a  fish  similar  to  the  coraein  of  the  lake  of 
Alexandria."  If,  then,  Capernaum  lay  upon  or  near  the 
plain,  as  all  admit,  the  position  of  this  spring  must  deter- 
mine its  position,  for  we  cannot  doubt  that  the  fountain 
took  its  name  from  the  city,  and  the  two  wore  near  each 
other.  But  how  shall  we  determine  which  of  the  several 
fonntains  watering  that  plain  is  the  one  in  question  ?  Let 
us  pass  them  all  in  review,  and  test  them  by  the  d 
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The  south ernnaost  fouutaiti,  lying  near  the  western  range 
of  hills,  and  a  mile  and  a  half  distant  from  the  lake  shore, 
is  that  known  as  the  Round  Fountain,  from  a  circular  in- 
closure  of  hewn  stones,  and  is  described  by  Robinson  as 
"  forming  an  oval  reservoir  more  than  fifty  feet  in  diam- 
eter ;  the  water  ia  perhaps  two  feet  deep,  beautifully  limpid 
and  sweet,  bubbling  up  and  flowing  out  rapidly  in  a  large 
stream  to  water  the  plain  helow.  Numerous  small  fish  are 
sporting  in  the  basin."  This,  however,  cannot  be  the  foun- 
tain, as  no  ruins  are  to  be  found  around  it.  Robinson,  who 
made  search  for  them,  says,  "there  was  nothing  that  could 
indicate  that  any  town  or  village  had  ever  occupied  the 
spot."     In  this  opinion  Thomson  concurs. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  claims  of  this  fountain  to  be  the 
fountain  of  Caphernaum  are  strenuously  defended  by  De 
Saulcy,  (ii.  423,)  who  asserts  that  he  found  distinct  traces 
of  the  rains  of  the  city  upon  the  adjacent  hills.  His  facility, 
however,  in  finding  ruins  is  so  great,  that  his  judgment 
here  needs  corroboration,' 

A  'de  from  the  absence  of  all  indications  that  a  city  ever 
stoo  1  n  ar  t  th  Round  Fountain  would  answer  well  to 
the  I  c  1 1  on  of  Joseplius.  A  large  stream  of  water  flows 
ii-on  t  to  gate  tho  plain,  and  numerous  fish  are  found 
in  ts  has  tl  o  gh  it  does  not  appear  that  they  are  of  a 
spec  es  liffere  t  from  those  found  in  the  lake.  It  is  not 
clear  how  the  particular  mentioned  by  Josephus  respecting 
the  fountain  of  Caphernaum,  that  it  produced  a  fish  lilce 
the  coracin  of  the  late  of  Alexandria,  and  hence  was  sup- 
posed to  be  a  vein  of  the  Nile,  is  to  be  understood.  If  the 
fish  in  the  lake  and  in  the  fountain  were  the  same,  it  is  not 
easy  to  see  why  the  fountain  should  have  been  thought  a 
vein  of  the  Nile.  This  would  then  imply  that  there  was  no 
Buch  connection  between  the  fountain  and  the  lake  as  to 

1  See  Robinson,  UL  850. 
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allow  tlio  fish  to  pass  and  repass.  The  fish  iu  the  fountain 
were  like  those  in  the  lake  of  Alexandria,  and  unlike  those 
in  the  lake  of  Galilee.  This  circnmstance  points  to  the 
Bound  Fountain,  which  is  too  far  distant  to  allow  "  fish  of 
any  size  to  pass  between  it  and  the  lake."  Robinson,  how- 
ever, draws  directly  the  opposite  inference,  that  the  fish  in 
the  fountain  and  the  lake  were  the  same,  and  that  the  for- 
mer must  have  been  on  the  shore,  so  that  the  fish  "  ootild 
pass  and  repass  without  difficulty,"  As  the  language  of 
Josephus  is  thus  susceptible  of  such  opposite  interpreta- 
tions, no  particular  stress  can  be  l^d  upon  this  circnm- 
stance. 

Dismissing,  then,  the  claim  of  the  Round  Fountain,  be- 
cause of  the  absence  of  any  ruins  in  its  neighborhood,  we 
proceed  to  the  next  fountain  which  presents  its  claim. 
This  is  called  Ain  et  Tin,  and  rises  near  Khan  Minyeh,  at 
the  point  where  the  western  hills  approach  the  lake  shore 
at  the  north-eastern  extremity  of  the  plain.  Robinson  thus 
describes  it,  (ii.  403,)  "Between  the  Khan  and  the  shore  a 
large  fountain  rushes  out  from  beneath  the  rocks,  and  forms 
a  brook  fiowing  into  the  lake  a  few  rods  distant.  Near  by 
are  several  other  springs.  Our  guides  said  those  springs 
were  brackish,  but  Burckhardt  describes  the  waters  of  the 
main  source  as  sweet.  Along  the  lake  is  a  tract  of  luxuri- 
ant herbage  occasioned  by  the  springs."  And  elsewhere, 
"The  lake,  when  full,  as  now,  sets  up  nearly  or  quite  to  the 
fountain,"  Thompson  speaks  of  it  as  "  commg  out  close  to 
the  lake  and  on  a  level  with  its  surface,"  and  of  its  waters 
as  not  good  to  drink.  Porter  says :  "  From  the  base  of 
the  clifi;  not  far  from  the  water  line,  springs  a  large  fig 
tree,  which  spreads  its  branches  over  a  fountain  called 
from  this  circumstance  Ain  et  Tin,  'the  Fountain  of  the 
Fig.'  "  From  these  descriptions  it  seems  plain  that  this 
cannot  be  the  fountain  spoken  of  by  Josephus,  He  says, 
"  the  plain  is  irrigated  by  a  highly  fertilining  spring  called 
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Capbernaum."  The  fact  that  Ain  et  Tiu  lies  close  to  the 
lake,  and  almost  upoa  a  level  with  it,  makes  it  impossible 
that  its  waters  could  ever  have  been  used  for  purposes  of 
irrigation.  "  It  is  very  improbahle,"  saya  Norton,  "  that 
Josephcs  would  have  spoken  in  the  terms  which  he  uses  of 
this  latter  fountain,  the  fertilizing  effects  of  which  are  so 
confined."  That  the  few  yards  or  rods  lying  between  it 
and  the  shore  should  be  watered  and  fertilized,  ia  unim- 
portant. Kor  are  there  any  ruina  of  importance  near 
this  fountain,  such  as  would  naturally  mark  the  site  of  a 
city  like  Capernaum.  They  are  thus  spoken  of  by  Robin- 
son :  "  A  few  rods  south  of  the  khan  and  fountain  is  a  low 
mound  or  swell,  with  ruins  occupying  a  considerable  cir- 
cumference. The  few  remains  seemed  to  be  mostly  dwell- 
ings of  no  very  remote  date,  but  there  was  not  enough  to 
make  out  anything  with  certainty."  Upon  his  second 
journey  the  ruina  appeared  to  him  more  extensive  (lii.  345) : 
"  The  remains  are  strewed  around  in  shapeless  heaps,  but 
are  much  more  considerable  and  extensive  than  my  foi-mei- 
impressions  had  led  me  to  anticipate.  Indeed,  there  are 
here  remans  enough  not  only  to  warrant;  but  to  require 
the  hypothesis  of  a  large  ancient  place,"  Thomson  (i.  545) 
on  the  contrary  speaks  of  "  the  few  foundations  near  Khan 
Minyeh  as  not  adequate  to  answer  the  demands  of  history. 
No  one  would  think  of  them  if  he  had  not  a  theory  td 
maintain  which  required  them  to  represent  Capernaum," 
Porter  (ii,  430)  speaks  of  "  many  vestiges  of  ruina  between 
the  fountdn  and  the  shore,  but  it  requires  a  careful  scru- 
tiny to  find  them."  Bonar  (437)  says:  "The  ruins  to  the 
south  of  the  Khan  on  a  small  rising  ground  are  inconsid- 
erable, so  much  so  that  we  should  not  have  noticed  them 
had  not  our  attention  been  called  to  them.  No  large 
town  surely  stood  here,  else  it  would  have  left  some  traces 
of  itself."  These  differing  and  somewhat  conflicting  state- 
ments show  at  least  that,  whatever  may  be  the   cause, 
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whether  by  the  transportation  of  the  etones  to  Tiberiaa  or 
elsewhere,  as  said  by  Robinson,  or  aa  the  more  direct  re- 
sult of  the  doom  spoken  ag^et  it,  almost  all  traces  of  the 
city,  if  it  stood  here,  have  disappeared. 

If,  then,  neither  the  Round  Foantain  nor  that  of  Ain  et 
Tin,  answers  to  the  description  of  Josephus,  and  are  the 
only  fountains  lying  in  the  plain,  we  mast  seek  it  away 
from  the  plain,  and  yet  so  near  it  that  its  waters  may  irri- 
gate its  fields.  Such  a  one  Thomson  thinks  he  finds  about 
15  minutes  north  of  Khan  Minyeh,  and  which  is  called  Et- 
Tabiga.  The  grounds  of  his  opinion  wiil  be  best  shown  by 
some  quotations  from  Robinson  and  Porter.  In  going 
northward  along  the  shore  from  Khan  Minyeh,  says  Rob- 
inson (iii.  345),  "we  struck  up  over  the  rocky  and  precipitous 
point  of  the  hill  above  the  fountain,  toward  the  northeast. 
There  is  no  passage  along  its  base,  which  is  washed  by  the 
waters  of  the  lake.  A  path  has  been  cut  in  ancient  times 
along  the  rock,  some  twenty  feet  above  the  water,  and  we 
found  no  difficulty  in  passing.  One  feature  of  the  excava- 
tion surprised  us,  namely,  that  for  most  of  the  way  there  is 
a  channel  cnt  in  the  roek,  about  three  feet  deep  and  aa 
many  wide,  which  seemed  evidently  to  have  been  an  aque- 
duct once  conveying  water  for  irrigating  the  northern  part 
of  the  plain  Ei-Ghuweir  (Gennesaret.)  There  was  no  mis- 
taking the  nature  and  object  of  this  channel ;  and  yet  no 
waters  were  near  which  could  be  thus  conveyed  except 
from  the  fountains  of  Et-Tabighah.  The  fountains  issue 
from  under  the  hill,  just  back  of  the  village.  We  went 
thither,  and  found  built  up  solidly  around  the  main  foun- 
tain an  octagonal  Roman  reservoir,  now  in  ruins.  Like 
those  at  Ras-el-Ain,  near  Tyro,  it  was  obviously  buiit  in 
order  to  rsuse  the  water  to  a  certain  height  for  an  aqueduct. 
The  head  of  water  was  sufficient  to  carry  it  to  the  channel 
around  the  point  of  the  opposite  hill  into  the  plain  EI- 
Ghuweir;  but  whether  this  was  done  by  a  canal  around 
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the  sides  of  the  valley,  or  ivliether  even  it  ivas  done  at  all, 
there  are  now  no  further  traces  from  which  to  form  a 
judgment-  The  water  has  a  saltish  taste,  but  is  not  un- 
palatable." We  add  Porter's  description  (ii.  429) :  "  Et- 
Tabighah  is  situated  in  a  little  nook  or  bay  close  upon  the 
shore.  The  first  thing  that  atti'a^ts  attention  is  the  abun- 
dance of  water  ;  streams,  aqueducts,  pools,  and  fountmns  are 
all  around  us.  The  large  fountains  bui-st  out  from  the  basa 
of  the  hili,  a  few  hundred  yards  to  the  north,  and  here, 
around  the  principal  one,  is  an  ancient  octagonal  reservoir, 
something  like  those  at  Ras-el-Ain,  near  Tyre,  probably 
constructed  to  raise  the  water  so  that  it  might  be  carried 
to  the  plain  of  Ei-Ghuweir  westward,  for  irrigation." 

Here  then  at  Et-Tabiga,  is  a  fountain  sufficiently  copious 
to  irrigate  the  pMn  of  Gennesaret,  and  at  no  great  distance. 
That  its  waters  were  actually  used  for  that  purpose  appears 
fi-om  the  fa«t  that  a  reservoir  waa  built  to  raise  them  to 
the  requisite  height,  and  that  an  aqueduct  was  cut  through 
the  rock  at  the  north-eastern  extremity  of  the  plain  to 
convey  them  there.  It  seems  impossible  to  account  for 
this  reservoir  and  this  aquedact,  except  as  constructed  for 
purposes  of  irrigation,  and  Robinson  speaks  of  the  north- 
em  part  of  the  plain  lying  hack  from  the  shore  as  "  appar- 
ently fertilized  by  water  brought  by  the  aqueduct  around 
the  point  of  the  northern  hill." 

In  this  point,  then,  Et-Tabiga  answers  fully  to  the  de- 
scription of  Josepbus,  and  the  great  abundance  of  water 
bursting  out  from  beneath  the  hill  would  much  better  jus- 
tify the  popular  fancy  that  it  was  a  branch  of  the  Nile,  than 
tbe  Iraser  fountains  already  mentioned. 

Assuming  for  the  present  ivith  Thomson,  that  at  Tabiga 
ia  the  fountain  Caphernaum  of  Josephus,  let  us  now  look 
for  the  city.  But  in  its  immediate  vicinity  are  no  ruins  of 
importance ;  the  nearest  are  those  of  Tell  Hum,  lying  north- 
easterly upon  the  shore.     "  Here,"  says  Robinson,  (ii.  246,) 
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"  are  the  remains  of  a  place  of  considerable  extent,  cover- 
ing a  tract  of  at  least  half  a  mile  in  length  along  the  shore, 
and  ahout  half  that  breadth  inland.  They  consist  chiefly 
of  the  follen  walla  of  dwcllinga  and  other  buildings,  all  of 
unhewn  stone,  except  two  ruins."  Thomson  (i,  540)  thus 
describes  them;  "The  shapeless  remains  are  piled  up  in  utter 
confiision  along  the  shore,  extend  up  the  hill  noilhward  for 
at  least  fifty  rods,  and  are  much  more  extensive  and  strik- 
ing than  those  of  any  other  ancient  city  on  this  part  of  the 
Late."  Keith '  says :  "  They  form  no  inconsiderable  field 
of  ruins,  at  least  a  mile  and  a  half  io  circumference,"  Rob- 
inson does  not  speak  of  any  ruins  as  lying  between  Tabiga 
and  Tell  Hum,  a  distance  of  twenty  or  thirty  minutes, 
but  Thomson  says  that  "traces  of  old  buildings  extend 
nearly  all  the  way  along  the  shore."  As  there  are  no  in- 
dications that  a  large  city  was  ever  situated  directly  at 
Tabiga,  those  who  regard  this  fountain  as  that  of  Capber 
uaum  must  place  the  city  itself  at  Tell  Hum.  Let  us  con- 
sider the  arguments  in  favor  of  this  site. 

A  principal  argum.ent  is  the  similarity  of  name,  the  last 
syllable  being  the  same  in '  both,  Caphernaum  is  Kefr 
Nabum,  "the  village  of  Nahum,"  who  was  some  well- 
known  person  ;  or  "  the  village  of  consolation,"  vieiis  con- 
solaiionis^  Thomson  asserts  that  it  is  "a  very  common 
way  of  curtsuling  old  names  to  retain  only  the  final  syl- 
lable." The  substitution  of  Tell,  meaning  hill,  for  Kefr,  vil- 
lage, be  explains  by  the  fact  that  the  village  became  a  heap 
of  ruins  or  rubbish,  and  to  such  a  heap  the  Arabs  apply 
the  term  Tell.  Thus  Kefr  Hahum  was  changed  into  Tell 
Nahura,  and  then  abbreviated  into  Tell  Hum.' 

Another  argument  in  favor  of  Tell  Hum  is  drawn  from 

1  Evidence  of  Prophecy,  1800,  I5o. 

>  Herzog,  Encyc,  rii.  BfiS  ;   Winer,  i.  210. 

3  Winer,  i.  210;  Wilson,  ii.  ISA;  Ewalil  Chvislua,  237,  note. 
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the  naiTative  of  Josephas.'  Being  bruised  by  a  fall  from  his 
horse  in  a  skirmish  near  the  moath  of  the  Jordan,  he  was 
carried  to  a  village  named  Cepharnome.  Here  he  remained 
during  the  day,  but  was  removed  by  medical  direction  that 
night  to  Tarichea,  at  the  south  end  of  the  lake.  From 
this  tlie  inference  may  be  drawn  that  Capernaum  was  the 
first  city  of  importance  from  the  entrance  of  the  Jordan 
southward,  as  the  soldiers  would  not  have  earned  a  wound- 
ed man  further  than  was  necessary.  Hence  Capernaum 
was  Tell  Hum  rather  than  Khan  Minyeh,'  This  is  not  im- 
probable, but  as  we  know  not  whether  special  reasons  may 
not  have  led  Josephus  to  prefer  Capernaum  to  any  other 
city  on  that  part  of  the  shore,  irrespective  of  distance,  the 
argument  is  not  at  all  decisive.' 

In  favor  of  Tell  Hum  Thomson  also  appeals  to  tradition : 
"So  far  as  I  can  discover,  after  spending  many  weeks  in 
this  neighborhood,  off  and  on,  for  a  quarter  of  a  century, 
the  invariable  tradition  of  the  Arabs  and  the  Jews  fixes 
Capernaum  at  Tell  Hum,  and  I  believe  correctly." 

Tothisviewtwo  strong  objections  are  made;  First,  that 
Tell  Hum  is  too  remote  from  the  fountains  at  Tabiga.  The 
exact  distance  is  in  dispute.  Robinson  took  thirty-five  min- 
utes in  passing  from  the  latter  to  the  former.  Elsewhere 
he  speaks  of  them  as  an  hour  apart ;  Porter  as  forty  min- 
utes, Thomson  as  thirty  minutes.  The  distance  must  be  a 
mile  and  a  half  or  two  miles.  Robinson  insists,  in  reply  to 
Ritter,  that  the  city  and  fountain,  both  bearing  the  same 
name,  must  be  adjacent  to  each  other.  It  is  doubtless  gen- 
erally true,  that  the  site  of  the  fountain  determines  the  site 
of  the  village,  and  both  he  in  close  proximity;  but  the  rule 
would  not  hold  in  case  of  those  cities  which  were  built 
along  the  lake,  and  thus  amply  supplied  with  water.  Here 
the  selection  of  a  site  would  naturally  be  governed  by  other 
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considerations.  We  are  not  then  to  tbink  it  impossible 
tbat  a  considerable  distance  should  intervene  between  the 
city  and  its  fountains.    If  the  latt  w  tl      tl     t 

toiy  of  the  former,  and  their  wat  d  by  t      t         f 

mills  or  other  purposes,  they  wo  Id      t      llj  b       11  d  by 
its  name.    As  wo  have  seen,  the  q      t  ly    f      t        t  Et 
Tablga  is  very  abundant.    Kobin         p    k    {     405)    f 
very  copious  stream  bursting  f    th  f    m  f 

tains.    The  stream  drives  one  or  tw         II        d  d     1 1   t! 
same  quantity  of  water  runs  to  w    t       "5         1    th     n  lis 
are  in  ruins."    It  was  not  then  m     ly  t        iply  w  t 
for  drinking  and  general  domesti    u      tl   t  th       f      t 
were  valuable,    Thomson  regard    T  bg  th  t 

manufacturing  suburb  of  Capernaum,"  where  were  clustered 
together  the  mills,  potteries,  and  tanneries,  and  other  oper- 
ations of  this  sort,  the  traces  of  which  are  still  to  be  seen. 
"  I  even  derive  this  name  Tabiga  from  this  business  of  tan- 
ning." If  Tabiga  wore  thus  a  suburb  of  Capernaum,  we 
should  naturally  expect  to  find  remitins  of  former  habita- 
tions scattered  along  between  them.  Thomson  statra  that 
"  traces  of  old  buildings  extend  all  the  way  along  the  shore 
from  Tabiga  to  Tell  Hum,"  thus  connecting  them  together 
as  city  and  suburb.  Robinson,  on  the  other  band,  speaks  of 
" other  fountains  and  a  town"  as  lying  between.  In  this 
we  have  Thomson's  personal  assurance  that  he  is  in  error.^ 

But  the  second  and  more  important  objection  is  that 
Capernaum,  accordmg  to  the  Evangelists,  was  situated  in 
the  land  of  Gennesaret,  and  cannot,  therefore,  have  been 
at  Tell  Hum.'  The  consideration  of  this  point  necessarily 
involves  a  conwderation  of  the  site  of  Betbsaida, 

It  is  said  by  Luke  (ix.  10)  that  after  the  return  of  the 
apostles  from  their  mission,  and  the  announcement  of  the 

'  As  to  the  atatcment  of  Arculf,  Early  Travels,  0,  See  Wilson,  ii.  UT; 
Thrupp  in  Journal  Class,  and  Sac.,  Phil.  ii.  230. 
s  Sm  Robinson,  iii.  319  and  35S. 
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death  of  the  Baptist,  the  Lord  "  went  aside  privately  into  a 
desert  place  belonging  to  the  city  called  Bethsaida."  All 
now  agree  that  this  waa  Bethsaida  on  the  east  of  Jordan, 
or  Bethsaida  Jnlias.  In  this  neighborhood  took  place, 
probably  within  a  few  hours,  the  feeding  of  the  five  thou- 
sand. After  this,  toward  night,  He  sends  His  disciples 
away  in  a  ship,  "  to  go  unto  the  other  side  before  unto 
Belhsaida,"  or  over  against  Bethsaida,  (Mai'k  vi.  45.)  John 
says  (vL  17)  that  "  they  entered  ioto  a  ship  and  went  over 
the  sea  toward  Capernaum."  Bethsaida  and  Capemanm, 
therefore,  lay  in  the  same  general  direction.  The  wind 
being  contraiy,  they  toiled  all  night,  and  had  made  but  25 
or  30  furlongs,  when  in  the  early  moraing  Jesna  came  to 
them  walking  upon  the  sea,  and  "  immediately  the  ship 
waa  at  the  land  whither  they  went,"  (John  vi.  21.)  This 
was  the  land  of  Gennesaret,  (Matt.  xiv.  34  ;  Mark  vi.  53.) 
From  this  it  has  been  inferred  that  Bethsaida  and  Caper- 
naum were  near  each  other  on  the  shore  of  the  lake,  and 
both  in,  or  near  the  land  of  Gennesaret- 

Before  examining  these  accounts  of  the  Evangelists,  let 
us  sum  np  all  that  we  know  from  other  sources  respecting 
Bethsaida.  In  Josephus' we  find  mention  made  of  a  village 
of  this  name.  "  Philip  the  Tetrarch  also  advanced  the  village 
Bethsaida,  situate  at  the  lake  of  Gennesaret,  unto  the  dig- 
nity of  a  city,  both  by  the  number  of  inhabitants  it  eon- 
t^ned,  and  its  other  grandeur,  and  called  it  by  the  name 
of  Julias,  the  same  name  with  Caesar's  daughter."  Else- 
where he  states  that  it  waa  "  in  the  lower  Gaulonitis," '  and 
in  describing  the  course  of  the  Jordan,  he  says'  that  it  "  di- 
vided tbe  marshes  and  fens  of  the  lake  Semeehonitis;  when  it 
hath  run  another  hundred  and  twenty  fnrlongs,  it  first  passes 
by  the  city  Julias,  and  then  passes  through  the  middle , 
of  tbe  Lake  Gennesaret,"    Thus  Josephus  places  Bethsaida 

Antiq.,  1B..E.  1.  '  War,  B.  9. 1.  >  War,  3. 10. 1. 
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at  or  near  tlio  entrance  of  the  Jordan  into  the  Sea  of  Gali- 
lee. It  is  placed,  also,  by  Pliny,  upon  the  east  side  of  the 
Jordan,  and  by  St,  Jerome  upon  the  shore  of  Gennesaret.' 
No  other  Bethsaida  than  this  seems  to  have  been  known, 
down  to  the  time  of  Reland, — at  least  no  other  is  men- 
tioned.' Reland,  (653,)  pressed  by  the  diffienlty  of  har- 
monizing the  Evangelists,  conjectured  that  there  were  two 
Bethsaidas,  one  on  the  east  of  Jordan,  in  Gaulonitis,  and 
one  on  the  west  aide  of  the  lake,  in  Galilee,  (John  xu.  21.) 
And  this  conjecture  has  been  almost  universally  received  aa 
the  true  solution.  But  he  Lirasclf  was  aware  of  the  improb- 
ability that  two  towns  of  the  same  namo  should  lie  upon 
the  same  lake  only  a  few  miles  apart,  and  adopted  this  so- 
lution only  because  he  had  no  other  to  givo.  Ac^ue  itOy 
qtcamvis  non  sim  proclwis  ad  slatuendas  duaapluresve  urbea 
ejusdem  nominis,  {guodplemmque  ad  salvendam  aliquam 
difficuUaUm  utHmumestrefugium^  hie  tamenputo  idneces- 
sario  Jieri  oportere.  He  does  not,  however,  allow  that 
there  is  any  mention  in  the  Gospels  of  the  Bethsaida  east  of 
Jordan,  Ckristus  de  £ethsaida  loqueiu  non  potuit  nisi  de 
sola  Galilaica  intelUgi. 

The  grounds  upon  which  is  baaed  the  view  of  two  Beth- 
saidas were  :  1st.  That  the  Bethsaida  of  Josephas  was  in 
Gaulonitis,  whereas  John  (sii.  21)  speaks  of  a  "  Bethsaida 
of  Galilee,"  2d.  That  from  the  statements,  (ftJarkvi.  45; 
John  vi.  24-25,)  Bethsaida  must  have  been  on  the  west  shore 
of  the  sea,  since,  being  on  the  east  side,  they  entered  a  boat 
to  cross  to  the  other  side.'  We  are,  therefore,  led  back  to 
an  examination  of  the  accounts  of  the  feeding  of  the  5,000, 
and  the  subsequent  crossing  of  the  lake. 

It  is  generally  agreed  that  the  pla^e  in  which  the  5,000 
were  fed,  was  on  the  east  side  of  the  lake  in  the  territory 
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of  Bethsaida,  (Luke  ix.  10.)  Tliomson  {iu  29)  thinks  he 
finds  the  exact  spot  at  tho  point  where  tho  hills  on  the  east 
side  of  the  plmi  Biitaih'a  come  to  the  edge  of  the  lake.  No 
other  spot  than  this  answers  to  all  the  conditions  of  the  nar- 
rative. From  this  point  the  mouth  of  the  Jordan  lies  three 
or  four  miles  north-west,  and  Tell  Hum,  nearly  directly 
west  across  the  lake  ;  tho  land  of  Gennesaret  lying  to  the 
south  of  Tell  Hum.  The  narratives,  then,  may  be  thus  ex- 
plained. According  to  Mark,  (vi.  45,)  the  Lord  "  con- 
strained Hia  disciples  to  get  into  the  ship,  and  to  go  to  the 
other  side  before  unto  Bethsaida,  while  lie  sent  away  the 
people."  They  should  go  before  Him  unto  Bethsaida,  and 
He  would  follow  after  He  had  sent  away  the  people.'  Here 
Eethasuda  appears  as  the  point  of  destination.  John  says 
{vL  17)  that  "  the  disciples  entered  a  ship  and  went  overthe 
sea  toward  Capernaum."  Here  Capernaum  appears  aa  the 
point  of  destination.  Let  us  suppose  that  Bethsaida  was,  as 
stated  by  Josephus,  at  the  mouth  of  tho  Jordan,  and  that 
Capemaum  was  at  TeU  Hum,  and,  as  the  Lord's  own  resi- 
dence, the  point  at  which  they  ^mcd.  The  relative  posi- 
tions of  the  two  places  are  such,  that  to  reach  Capernaum 
from  the  point  where  the  Lord  then  was,  a  boat  would  nat- 
urally go  in  a  north-westerly  direction,  and  so  pass  near 
Bethsaida. 

If  the  disciplea,  according  to  His  request,  left  the  Lord 
alone  at  night  upon  the  eastern  side,  and  returned  to  Ca- 
pernaum in  the  only  boat  they  had,  bow  could  He  follow 
them?  They  were  naturally,  therefore,  unwilling  to  leave 
Him  in  that  desert  place  ;  but  He  "  constrmned  "  them  to 
go.  They  directed  their  course  toward  Bcthsdda,  both  as 
on  their  way,  for  they  would  naturally  row  along  the  north- 
ern shore,'  and  as  also  hoping  that  after  He  he  had  sent  the 
multitude  away,  He  would  rejoin  them  there.'     But  the 

1  Alexuider  Id  loco.  ^  Bobinson,  iii.  i!>i. 

'  See  Wieaeler,  274,  Dote  1.   Ifeircome,  263,  who  quotes  Lamj  to  tiic  same 
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wind  being  contrary,  or  blowing  from  the  norlh-east,  they 
were  driven  southward,  away  from  the  northern  shore,  and 
could  not  make  Bethsaida,  and  toiled  all  night,  and  when 
Jesus  joined  them  in  the  morning,  were  nearly  in  the  mid- 
dle of  the  lake.  After  He  joined  them,  they  came  to  the 
land  of  Gennesaret,  (Matt.  xiv.  34,)  or  "  the  land  whither 
they  went,"  (John  vi.  21.)  This  implies  that  Capernaum, 
their  point  of  destination,  was  near  Gennesaret ;  but  that 
they  did  not  land  immediately  at  that  city  is  evident  from 
Mark  vi.  54-56.  lie  seems  to  have  gone  thither  the  same  day, 
healing  the  sick  by  the  way. 

If  there  were  two  Bethsaidas,  upon  which  of  them  did 
the  Lord  pronouneo  a  woe  ?  The  only  "  mighty  works," 
which  are  recorded  to  have  been  done  by  Him  in  any  Beth- 
saida, are  the  healing  of  a  blind  man,  (Mai'k  viii.  22,)  and 
the  feeding  of  the  five  thousand,  (Luke  ix.  iO.)  That  this 
was  the  Bethsaida  Julias  is  generally  admitted.'  Upon 
this,  therefore,  the  woe  was  pronounced,  and  not  vipon  the 
Bethsidda  west  of  the  lake. 

Thomson,  examining  the  narratives  of  the  Evangelists, 
upon  the  very  spot  where  ho  supposes  the  Lord  to  have 
stood  when  He  sent  away  His  disciples,  finds  no  necessity 
of  placing  a  Bethsaida  on  the  west  side  ofthe  lake  to  satisfy  . 
their  conditions.  The  examination  made  by  one  so  familiar 
with  their  localities,  and  with  the  sea  spread  out  before  him 
as  a  map,  and  so  wel!  acquainted  with  all  the  points  of  diiB- 
culty  involved  in  the  question,  may  be  regarded  as  turning 
the  balance  of  probability  va  favor  of  a  single  Bethsaida,  and 
that  situated  at  the  mouth  of  the  Jordan. 

But  there  stills  remains  an  objection  to  bo  noted ;  bow 
can  Bethsaida  at  the  mouth  of  the  Jordan  be  called  Beth- 
saida of  Galilee?  This  may  readily  bo  answered  if  we  ac- 
cept the  very  probable  supposition  of  Thomson,  that  the 

'  Mejer,  Oostenee,  AlGjrd. 
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town  was  built  upon  both  tanks  of  the  river,  and  tims  a 
part  was  in  Gaulonitis,  and  a  part  in  Gahlee.'  As  the  river 
is  narrow,  it  is  almost  certain  that  if  the  main  part  of  the 
city  was  upon  one  bank,  the  other  would  also  be  inhabited. 
Philip  the  Tetrarcb,  in  enlarging  and  ornamenting  it,  doubt- 
less confined  himself  to  the  eastern  Kde,  or  that  part  which 
lay  in  his  own  dominions,  and  this  would  thus  become,  if  it 
were  not  at  first,  distinctively  the  city,  to  which  tbc  west- 
ern side  would  stand  as  the  suburbs.  Philip,  the  disciple, 
living  on  the  west  bank,  may  thus  have  been  from  Beth- 
s^da  of  Galilee,  which  the  Evangelist  thus  designates  in 
order  to  distinguish  it. 

There  are  no  ruins  indicating  antiquity  by  which  to  de- 
termine the  site  of  Eethsaida  Julias.  Robinson  places  it  on 
a  hill,  two  or  three  miles  above  the  mouth  of  the  Jordan. 
"  'i'he  ruins  cover  a  large  portion  of  it,  and  are  quite  exten- 
sive, but  so  far  as  could  be  observed,  consist  entirely  of 
unhewn  volcanic  stones,  without  any  distinct  trace  of  an- 
cient architecture."  Porter  says:  "Heaps  of  unhewn 
stones,  and  a  few  rude  houses,  used  as  stores  by  the  Arabs, 
are  all  that  have  hitherto  been  seen  on  the  spot."  Neither 
of  these  travellers  speak  of  any  remains  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river.  Thomson,  however,  says  that  "  the  only  ruins  of  any 
importance  ate  below,  along  the  foot  of  the  hills  bordering 
the  vale  of  the  Jordan,  and  at  its  debouchure  on  the  west 
side."  Here  he  mentions  as  stiil  to  be  seen,  some  remains 
of  ancient  buildings.  He  supposes  that  as  the  city  derived 
its  name  from  its  fisheries— house  of  fish — "  it  must  have 
been  located  on  the  shore,  and  not  several  miles  from  it  at 
the  Tell,  to  which  the  name  is  now  affixed," 

It  would  be  useless  to  dwell  upon  the  conjectures  that 
have  been  made  for  the  purpose  of  harmonizing  the  Evan- 

■  So  Kohr,  PaJestine,  1E4.  "BoHisaida  Julias  lay  on  tiie  nortli-east  shore 
of  the  luku  Dcor  the  inilu::  of  the  Jordan,  and  probably  on  both  sides  of  Uie 
riTer."    So  Caltaet  and  others. 
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gelical  narratives  without  i-eaorting  to  the  supposition  of 
two  Bothsaidas.  The  most  prohalile  was  that  of  Lightfoot, 
who  made  Galilee  to  have  extended  beyond  the  Jordan  so 
as  to  embrace  Bethsaida  Julias.  Recently,  Ue  Saulcy,  on 
the  other  hand,  would  make  Gatilonitis  to  have  extended 
westward  of  the  Jordan,  and  thus  bring  Bethsaida  within 
its  limits. 

If  we  rest  in  the  conclusion  that  there  was  but  one 
Bethsaida,  and  that  at  the  month  of  the  Jordan,  the  queSr 
tion  respecting  the  site  of  Capernaum  is  somewhat  simpli- 
fied. If  we  place  the  latter  city  at  Tell  Hum,  the  distance 
between  them  la  about  three  miles.  Robinson  was  an  hour 
and  five  minutes  from  Tell  Hum  to  tho  banks  of  the  Jor- 
dan just  at  its  entrance  into  tho  lake.  There  is  nothing 
in  the  Gospel  which  makes  it  necessary  to  bring  them  into 
close  proximity,  and  their  relative  positions  conform  to  the 
Evangelical  notices  and  to  the  statements  of  travellers. 
Willibald,  proceeding  northward  from  Tiberias, "  went  by 
the  village  of  Magdalene  to  the  village  of  Capernaum,  and 
tbence  he  went  to  Bethsaida."  So  Robinson,  from  a  com- 
parison of  Mark  vi.  45  and  John  vi.  IV  infers  that  Beth- 
saida lay  north  of  Capernaum.  As  Tell  Hum  lies  about  an 
hour  north  of  Khan  Minyeb,  it  better  fits  the  narrative, 
(Mark  vi.  33,)  since  it  was  much  easier  for  the  crowds,  that 
followed  Him  on  foot  to  the  desert  place  on  the  east  side, 
to  go  from  the  former  than  the  latter.'  The  little  distance 
of  Tell  Hum  from  the  land  of  Gennesaret  presents  no  diffi- 
culty, "  The  position  of  Tell  Hum  seems  to  us  to  agree  in 
every  respect  with  the  Gospel  narrative,  being  near,  not  in 
the  land  of  Gennesaret,  and  not  too  far  from  the  east  side 
of  the  lake  to  allow  people  to  follow  Jesus  on  foot  while 
He  was  crossing  the  water  with  His  disciples." '  "When, 
after  the  Lord  joined  them  upon  that  memorable  night, 

'  So  WilsoD,  ii.  145  '  Tan  de  Telde,  Memoir,  302, 
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they  landed  upon  the  plain,  it  is  obvious  from  the  following 
Statements  that  they  did  not  land  directly  at  Capernaum, 
but  some  distance  southward,  and  that,  going  to  Caper- 
naum in  the  course  of  the  day,  He  was  there  found  by  the 
people  that  followed  Him  (Mark  vi.  53-55 ;  John  vi.  24.) 

We  have  still  to  inquire  respecting  the  site  of  Chora- 
zin.  Two  or  three  milea  northwest  from  Tell  Hum  are 
some  ruins  called  Khirbet  Kerazeh.  They  were  visited  by 
Robinson,  who  describes  them  as  "  a  few  foundations  of 
black  stones,  the  remains  evidently  of  a  poor  and  incon- 
siderable village,"  and  regards  them  as  "  too  trivial  ever  to 
have  belonged  to  a  place  of  any  importance.  Chorazin 
too,  according  to  Jerome,  lay  upon  the  shore  of  the  lake, 
but  the  site  is  an  hour  distant,  shut  in  among  the  bills, 
without  any  view  of  the  lake,  and  remote  from  any  public 
road,  ancient  or  modern."  While  Robinson  thns  rejects 
Korazuh  as  the  site  of  Chorazin,  Thomson  is  equally  decided 
in  its  favor.  "  I  have  scarcely  a  doubt  about  the  correct- 
ness of  the  identification,  tiiough  Dr.  Robinson  rejects  it 
almost  with  contempt.  But  the  name  Korazyia  nearly  the 
Arabic  for  Chorazin ;  the  situation,  two  miles  north  of  Tell 
Hum,  is  just  where  we  might  expect  to  find  it ;  the  ruins  are 
quite  adequate  to  answer  the  demands  of  history,  and  there 
is  no  rival  site."  With  Thomson  Keith  agrees : '  "  There 
seems  no  reason  for  questioning  that  Korazy  is  the  Chora- 
zin of  Scripture,  in  which  it  is  not  said  to  stand  on  the  shore 
of  the  lake  of  Tiberias,  as  Capernaum  and  Bethsaida  are. 
We  reached  it  in  fifty-five  minates  from  the  chief  ruin  of 
Tell  Hum,  from  three  to  four  miles  distant.  It  lies  almost 
directly  to  the  west  of  the  point  where  the  Jordan  flows 
into  the  lake.  It  retains  the  name  and  is  known  by  it  still 
among  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  round,  and,  as  we  re- 
peatedly enquired,  especially  at  Safet,  by  no  other.    Ko- 

'  Evidence  of  Prophecy,  IfiO. 
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razy,  of  which  not  a  house  now  stands,  consists  of  fallen 
Trails  lying  in  heaps  of  no  defined  form,  intermixed  with 
lines  of  ruined  buildings,  and  some  squares  whose  form  is 
still  entire,  filled  with  ruins.  A  small  field  of  tohacco 
amidst  the  ruins  was  the  only  sign  of  industry  about  it,  and, 
though  in  a  billy  region,  a  few  poor  tents  were  the  only 
dwellings  near  it.  The  ruins  were  at  least  a  mile  in  cir- 
cumference, possibly  more."  That  the  ruins  of  Kcrazeh  do 
not  lie  directly  upon  the  lake  is  not  in  opposition  to  Jerome. 
"  Jerome  in  his  translation  of  Eusebius  says  that  Chorazin 
stood  at  the  second  milestone  from  Capernaum,  that  is, 
north  of  Capernaum,  the  milestones  being  reckoned  from 
Taricbaea," ' 

This  topographical  discussion,  extended  as  it  is,  by  no 
means  exhausts  the  subject,'  Certainty  as  regards  these 
sites  is  at  present  unattainable,  but  as  the  question  now 
stands  it  is  most  probable  that  Capernaum  was  at  Tell 
Hum ;  that  there  was  but  one  Bethsaida,  and  this  at  the 
entrance  of  the  Jordan  into  the  lake,  and  lying  on  both 
adca  of  the  river.  Choraj;in  may  be  left  undetermined, 
being  but  twice  spoken  of  in  the  Gospel  narratives,  and  only 
in  connection  with  its  doom.  As  to  the  size  and  population 
and  business  of  Capernaum,  the  Evangelists  give  ua  no 
definite  information.  It  is,  with  Bethsaida  and  Chorazin, 
called  a  city,  (Matt.  xi.  20,)  and  otten  elsewhere.  But  Nor- 
ton refers  to  Josephus,  who  calls  it  a  "  village ; "  and  to  the 
statement,  (Luke  vii.  5,)  "  For  he  loveth  our  nation  and  he 
hath  built  us  a  synagogue,"  as  showing  that  the  city  had 
but  one,  and  that  one  built  by  a  Roman  centurion. 

We  have  thus  far  left  unnoticed  the  ground  recently 
taken  by  some  Biblical  critics,  that  "  the  land  of  Gennes- 

'  Norton,  noles,  115.  Sco  Winer,  i.  223  ;  Tan  do  Vclde,  Memoir,  804. 
GroswcU  maltcs  Choraiin  the  same  as  Chor  Asbtin.     1  Sam.  iis.  30. 

>  The  reader  nho  desires  ia  examine  it  fuilber,  will  Qnd  smple  materiLiIa 
in  Robinson,  TbamaoQ,  Baumer,  Bitter,  and  others. 
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aret  "  is  to  be  identified  with  the  pkin  El  Batihah  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Jordan.'  The  arguments  by  which  it  is  sup- 
ported are  briefly  these,  that  t!io  poHtica!  divisions,  which 
assigned  the  Jordan  as  the  eastern  hmit  of  Galilee,  had  no 
existence  prior  to  the  will  of  Herod  partitioning  hia  do- 
minions among  his  sons ;  that  there  was  but  one  Beth- 
saida,  and  that  Bethsaida  Julias  at  the  mouth  of  the  Jor- 
dan ;  that  the  Scriptures  show  that  Capernaum  and  Beth- 
saida were  but  a  step  apart,  and  therefore  Capernaum  was 
in  the  plain  El  Batihah ;  and  that  this  site  best  corresponds 
to  the  language  of  Josephus.'  Admitting  that  there  is  some 
force  in  these  considerations,  still  they  are  by  no  means  so 
■weighty  as  to  lead  us  to  change  the  position  of  the  land 
of  Gennesaret  from  the  west  to  the  north  of  the  lake.  That 
there  was  but  one  Bethsaida  has  been  already  shown," 


Afeil— Mat,  781.     a.  d.  28. 

Arriving  at  Capemavim  the  Lord  begins  to  Eothcr  Matt,  It.  18-22. 

about  Him  His  former  disciples  that  they  may  accom-  MiHK  i.  16-34. 

pany  aud  assist  Him   in  His  worli.     Ho   enters  the  Lcke  v.  l-ll. 

Synagogue  and  there  heals  a  demoniac.    Thence  lie  Luke  iv.  33-4L 

goes  to  the  house  of  Peter,  and  heala  hia  wife's  mother  MATT.viii.  14-17. 
of  a  fever,  and  in  the  evening  He  heals  many  sick  per- 
sons who  were  brought  to  Him. 

The  arrival  of  the  Lord  at  Capernaum,  there  to  take  up 
His  abode,  offers  us  a  fitting  place  in  which  to  speak  of  His 
Galilean  work  in  its  general  practical  features,    In  many 

'  For  an  accountof  this  plain,  see  Robinson,  ii.  409. 

'  See  article  by  Tregelles,  in  Journal  of  Classical  and  Sacred  Fhilotogy, 
Tol.  iii.  p.  145.  See  also  arlicle,  vol.  ii.  p.  230,  by  Thrupp,  who  regards 
Gennesawt  as  El  Batihah,  hut  idenfiGcs  Capernaum  with  Tell  Hum,  and  finds 

"  "     - ■"    ofthelake, 

IS  GeDuesacet  on  the 
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points  it  was  very  unlike  lEs  earlier  woik  in  Juilea,  So 
far  as  we  can  leani,  He  did  not  then  go  fi-om  place  to  place 
baptizing,  nor  doea  He  seem  to  have  made  any  use  of  the 
synagogues  for  the  purpose  of  teaching.  Like  the  Baptist, 
He  did  not  seek  the  people  in  their  cities  and  villages,  but 
made  the  people  seek  Him,  (Matt.  iii.  5 ;  xi.  7.)  In  Galilee 
the  Lord  began  immediately  to  visit  the  people  in  all  their 
cities  and  villages,  making  Capernaum  the  central  point  of 
His  labors,  and  this  He  did  in  a  systematic  manner.  He 
went  round  about  the  villages  teaching,  (Mark  vi.  C.)  "In 
a  drele,"  says  Alexander,  "  or  circuit,  that  is,  not  merely 
round  about,  but  on  a  regular  coneerted  plan  of  periodical 
visitation."  We  bave  not  sufficient  data  to  determine  the 
local  order  of  these  visitations ;  but  it  is  natural  to  suppose 
that  He  would  first  visit  the  places  near  Capernaum,  and 
then  those  more  remote,  (Mark  i.  38.)  From  this  city  as  a 
centre  He  would  go  forth  to  preach  in  the  adjoining  towns, 
and  extend  His  laboi-s  to  those  more  distant  by  degrees. 
And  His  course  would  be  directed  rather  to  the  west  than 
to  the  east,  both  because  Galilee  lay  to  the  westward,  and 
because  of  the  semi-heathenish  character  of  the  people  who 
lived  beyond  the  lake.  It  was,  in  fact,  a  conaidei-able  time, 
as  we  shall  see,  ere  He  visited  the  regions  of  C^sarea  Phi- 
lippi  and  of  Decapolis. 

During  these  circuits  we  find  the  Lord  journeying  from 
place  to  place,  remaining  for  the  most  part  only  a  little 
while  in  a  place.  In  these  journeys  Ho  was  attended  by 
His  disciples ;  at  first  by  those  who  had  before  been  with 
Him,  and  whom  He  recalled,  and  then  by  others,  and  after- 
ward by  the  body  of  the  Apostles,  who  were  His  constant 
attendants.  At  a  later  peiiod  of  Ills  ministry,  His  mother 
and  other  women  accompanied  Him  in  some  of  His  circuits, 
(Luke  viii.  2,)  and  He  was  followed  by  crowds,  who  were 
drawn  to  Him  by  various  motives.  His  common  mode  of 
procedure  was  apparently  this :  on  entering  a  city  where 
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was  a  synagogue,  He  availed  Himself  of  the  privilege  ivhicli 
His  reputation  as  a  rabbi  and  prophet  gave  Him,  to  teach 
the  people  from  the  Scriptures.  This  He  did  upon  the 
Sabbaths  and  synagogue  days.  At  other  tiroes  He  preached 
in  the  streets  or  fields,  or  sitting  in  a  boat  upon  the  eea ;  in 
every  convenient  place  where  the  people  were  willing  to 
hear  Him.  His  fame  as  a  healer  of  the  sick  caused  many 
to  be  brought  to  Him,  and  lie  appears  in  general  to  have 
healed  all,  (Mark  vi.  56 ;  Matt,  ix.  35.)  His  sojourn  in  any 
»ngle  village  was  necessarily  brief,  and  therefore  those  who 
had  been  really  impressed  by  His  works  or  words,  and  de- 
sired to  see  or  hear  Him  more,  followed  Him  to  the  adjoin- 
ing towns,  or  sought  Him  at  Capernaum.  The  disciples  do 
not  appear  to  have  taken  any  public  part  as  teachers,  but 
may  privately  have  aided  Him  in  various  ways  to  dissemi- 
nate truth  anaong  the  people.  The  expenses  of  these 
journeys  were  probably  borne  by  the  contributions  of  the 
discipies,  and  by  the  voluntaiy  offerings  of  the  grateful  who 
had  been  healed,  and  of  their  friends.  After  tho  Twelve 
Lad  been  chosen,  one  of  their  number  seems  to  have  acted 
as  treasurer,  taking  chai-ge  of  the  moneys  designed  for  the 
common  use,  (see  John  xii.  6.) 

A  specimen  of  the  daily  activity  of  the  Lord  may  be 
found  in  the  nari'ative  of  His  early  work  in  Capernaum. 
He  enters  upon  the  Sabbath  into  the  synagogne,  and  teachen, 
filling  all  His  hearers  with  astonishment  at  His  words.  He 
then  heals  a  demoniac,  probably  immediately  after  the  dis- 
course. Leaving  the  synagogne.  He  enters  Peter's  house 
and  heals  a  sick  woman,  ind  crowds  coraing  to  Him  it 
evening.  He  heals  man;  otheis  The  nejtt  morning,  ifter 
a  time  of  meditation  ind  piiyer.  He  deptrts  to  -mother 
city.  Similar,  doubtless,  in  their  mim  featuies  to  this, 
were  His  labors  upon  subsequent  Sibbaths.  In  mentioning 
these  circuits,  none  of  the  Evangelists  give  them  in  regular 
order,  or   relate  the  events  in   chronological   succession. 
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Each  lias  his  own  principle  of  selection  and  of  arrangement, 
with  which  we  are  not  now  concerned ;  but  it  is  obvious 
when  wo  remember  how  great  the  Lord's  activity,  how 
many  His  works  and  words,  that  within  the  limits  of  their 
narratives  only  veiy  brief  outlines  can  be  given. 

The  st^ea  of  progress  in  the  Lord's  labors  in  Gahlee 
will  bi!  noticed  as  we  meet  them.  Yet  it  should  be  noted 
as  chai-acteristic  of  the  beginning  of  His  ministry,  that  we 
do  not  find  any  open  avowal  of  His  Messianic  claims.  He- 
wished  the  people  to  infer  who  He  was  from  His  words  and 
works,  rather  than  learn  it  from  any  express  declarations 
of  His  own.  Ho  preached  the  kingdom  of  heaven  as  at 
hand,  and  illustrated  it  by  His  miracles.  If  the  people  had 
sufficient  spiritual  discernment  to  see  the  true  import  of 
what  He  said  and  did,  this  was  all  the  proof  that  was 
needed  that  He  was  the  Messiah. 

"We  give  at  this  point,  for  the  sake  of  convenient  refer- 
ence, an  outline  of  the  Lord's  Galilean  work,  divided  into 
periods  of  sojourn  in  Capernaum,  and  of  circuits  in  the  ad- 
jacent territories.  The  grounds  for  the  order  will  be  stated 
as  the  particular  periods  come  under  consideration. 

Mrsl  Sojourn  in  Gapernaum. 

Rejected  at  Nazareth  He  cornea  to  Capernaum.  In  ita 
neighborhood  He  calls  the  four  disciples  while  fishing  upon 
the  lake.  On  the  following  Sabbath  He  preaolies  in  the 
synagogue,  and  heals  the  demoniac,  and  afterward  heals 
the  mother  of  Peter's  wife.  In  the  afternoon,  after  the  sua 
had  set.  He  heals  many  others.  Early  the  next  morning  He 
rises  to  pray,  and  then  departs  to  preach  and  heal  in  the 
adjacent  cities  and  villages. 


He  visits  tho  "next"  villages,  probably  those  lying 
nearest  Caperaaum,  as  Chorazin  and  Bethsaida.    No  par- 
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ticulars  of  tills  circuit;  are  given,  except  that  He  heala  a 
leper  "  in  one  of  the  cities."  This  being  noised  ahvoad,  lie 
is  for  a  time  uniiblo  to  enter  any  city,  and  retires  to  secluded 
places,  where  the  people  gather  to  Him. 

Second  Sojourn  in  Capernaum. 

Crowds  be^n  to  gather  to  Him  so  soon  as  it  is  known 
that  He  is  at  home.  A  paralytic  ia  brought  to  Him,  whom 
He  heals,  forgiving  his  sins.  This  awakens  the  anger  of 
the  scribes,  who  regard  it  as  an  assumption  of  the  Divine 
prerogatives.  He  goes  forth  again  by  tho  seaside,  and 
teaches.  Walldng  along  the  shore,  He  calls  Levi.  He 
goes  upon  a  Sabbath  through  a  held  in  the  neighborhood 
of  Capeinsaum  with  Ilia  disciples,  and  on  the  way  pliicka 
and  eata  the  ears  of  corn.  This  is  noted  by  the  Pharisees 
of  the  city,  who  were  watching  Him.  He  enters  tho  second 
time  into  the  synagogue,  and  heala  the  man  with  a  with- 
ered hand.  The  Pharisees  and  Herodians  now  conspire 
against  Him.  He  departs  to  the  seaside,  and  is  followed 
by  crowds. 

SECOND  CIKCCIT. 

Leaving  Capernaum,  Ho  goes  to  a  mountain  in  the 
neighborhood,  and  after  a  night  spent  in  prayer,  calls  His 
disciples,  and  from  them  chooses  the  twelve  apostles.  Great 
multitudes  now  gathering  to  Him,  He  delivers  the  Sermon 
on  the  Mount,  and  returns,  apparently  the  same  day,  to 
Capernaum,  still  followed  by  the  multitudes. 

Third  Sojourn  in  Gapemaum. 

He  heals,  immediately  upon  His  retum,  the  Centurion's 
servant.  The  people  so  throng  Him,  and  His  labors  are  so 
incessant,  that  He  has  not  time  even  to  eat,  and  His  friends 
fear  "for  His  sanity. 
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TillED   CIRCUIT. 


The  day  following  He  goes  to  Kain,  and  raises  from 
death  the  widow's  son.  He  continues  His  ministry  in  the 
adjacent  region.  John  Baptist  sends  a  message  to  Him 
from  his  prison ;  to  which  He  replies,  and  addresses  the 
people  respecting  John.  He  dines  with  Simon,  a  Pharisee, 
and  is  anointed  by  a  woman,  who  is  a  sinner.  He  returns 
again  to  Capernaum, 

Fourth  Sojourn  in  Gapernaxim. 

He  heals  a  blind  and  dumb  possessed ;  whereupon  the 
Pharisees  blaspheme,  saying  that  He  is  aided  by  Beelzebub. 
His  mother  and  brethren  come  to  Him,  but  He  rejects  their 
claims.    He  goes  to  the  sea-shore  and  teaches  in  parables. 


The  same  day  at  even.  He  crosses  the  sea  with  His  dis- 
ciples, and  stills  the  tempest.  He  heals  the  Gadarene  de- 
moniacs, and  the  devils,  entering  into,  destroy  a  herd  of 
swine.  The  people  of  the  countiy  entreat  Him  to  depart, 
and  He  returns  to  Capernaum, 

Fifth  Sojourn  in  Capernaum. 

Here  Levi  mates  Him  a  feast.  He  heals  the  daughter 
of  Jairus,  and  the  woman  with  an  issue  of  blood. 

FIPTn  CIIiCUIT. 

He  goes  to  Nazareth,  and  is  a  second  time  rejected. 
He  teaches  in  the  villages  of  that  pait  of  Galileo,  and  sends 
out  the  twelve  apostles  on  their  mission.  About  this  time 
Herod  pats  the  Baptist  to  death,  and  now  hearing  of  Jesus 
and  His  miracles,  wishes  to  see  Him.  Jesus  returns  to  Ca- 
pernaum, and  the  apostles  gather  to  Him  there. 
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iSixth  Sojourn  in  Capernaum. 

No  event  is  narrated  as  Isavitig  occun-ed  during  this 
EojoLtrn,  Probably  it  waa  very  brief— a  mere  passage 
through  the  city. 

SIXTU   CIKCUIT. 

He  crosses  the  sea  witli  tlio  Twelve  to  seek  retirement, 
but  the  multitude  immediately  follow  Ilim.  He  feeds  the 
5,000,  and  sending  away  the  apostles  by  ship,  He  j'ejoina 
them  the  next  moruing,  walking  on  the  sea.  Landing  on 
tlie  plain  of  Gennesai^et,  they  return  to  Capernaum. 

Seventh  Sojourn  in  Capernaum. 

He  discourses  in  the  synagogue  upon  the  bread  of  life. 
His  discourse  causes  many  of  His  disciples  to  forsake  Him, 
He  addresses  the  Pharisees,  and  heals  the  sick. 

SEVENTH    CIECtriT. 

He  goes  to  the  coasts  of  Tyre  and  Sidon  to  find  retire- 
ment. Here  He  heals  the  daughter  of  the  Syi'o-PhiEnician 
woman.  Crossing  the  northern  part  of  the  Jordan,  He 
goes  to  Decapolis.  He  heals  a  deaf  man,  and  feeds  the 
4,000,  and  returns  by  Dalmanutha  to  Capernaum. 

Mighth  Sojourn  in  Capeenaura. 
He  is  tempted  by  tho  Pharisees,  who  seek  a  sign. 


EIGHTH   < 

He  crosses  the  sea  and  visits  Bethsaida,  where  Ho  heals 
a  blind  man.  He  goes  toward  Ctesarea  Philippi,  and  is 
transfigured.  Ha  heals  the  lunatic  child,  and  returns  to 
Caper  naam. 
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Ninth  Sojourn  in  Capernaum. 

Ho  pays  tho  tribute  money,  and  discourses  to  the  dis- 
ciples. His  brethren  would  pei-siiade  Him  to  go  np  to  tlie 
feast  of  Tabernacles,  and  work  miracles  at  Jerusalem.  He 
rejects  their  counsel. 


NINTH  < 

He  goes  up  in  secret  to  Jerusalem  during  the  feast  of 
Tabernacles,  and  teaches  the  people.  Afterward,  a  woman 
taken  in  adulteiy  is  brought  before  Him.  He  heals  a  blind 
man,  and  addresses  the  people.    He  returns  to  Capernaum. 

Final  De-parture  from  Capernaimi  and  Galilee. 


The  first  notice  we  have  of  the  Lord,  after  leaving  Naz- 
areth, (Matt.  iv.  18;  Mark  I.  16;  Luke  v,  1,)  brings  Him 
before  us  standing  on  the  shore  of  the  lake,  and  surrounded 
by  people  that  pressed  open  Him  to  bear  the  word  of  God. 
How  long  an  interval  bad  elapsed  since  He  left  Nazareth, 
we  have  no  data  to  decide,  but  this  gathering  of  the  people 
to  Him  presupposes  a  period,  longer  or  shorter,  during 
which  He  had  been  teaching.  Not  improbably  He  may 
have  been  several  days  upon  the  journey,  and  His  growing 
reputation  as  a  prophet,  joined  to  rumors  of  what  had 
taken  place  at  Nazareth,  would  procure  Him  audience  in 
whatever  village  He  entered.  Especially  as  He  came  near 
the  lake,  the  numerous  cities  and  villages  would  furnish 
crowds  of  listeners  to  hear  one  who  spake  as  never  maa 


It  was  as  He  thus  approached  Capernaum  that  He  met 
upon  the  lake  His  former  disciples,  Simon,  Andrew,  James, 
and  John,  and  called  them  again  into  His  service.  We 
have  already  seen  that  on  leaving  Galilee,  His  baptismal 
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work  ceaang,  His  disciples  left  Him  and  returned  to  thdr 
homes  and  usual  pursuits.  To  the  feast  (John  v.  1)  He 
seems  to  have  gone  unattended,  nor  apparently  were  any 
disciples  with  Him  at  Nazareth.  But  now  that  John's  im- 
prisonment had  determined  the  character  of  His  future 
ministiy,  He  proceeds  to  gather  around  Him  those  who 
had  already  been  workers  with  Him,  that  they  might  enter 
upon  this  new  sphere  of  labor.  Heretofore  their  relations 
to  Him  had  been  similai-  to  their  previous  relations  to  John 
the  Baptist,  involving  only  a  temporary  absence  from  their 
families  and  business.  "  These  disciples,  hitherto,"  says 
Lightfoot,  "  wore  only  as  private  men  following  Christ." 
But  now  the  Lord  sought  to  engage  them  in  a  work  which 
should  be  life-iong,  and  which  waa  incompatible  with  other 
pursuits.  Thoy  should  now  be  His  constant  attendants, 
gomg  with  Him  wherever  He  went,  and  thus  necessarily 
separated  from  their  families  and  fiiends.  This  call  to  Ibl- 
low  Him,  was  not,  indeed^as  Alford  and  others  suppose,  a 
call  to  the  apostleship,  but  to  a  preliminary  sei"vice ;  and 
those  thus  called  had  as  yet  little  understandmg  what 
labors,  dangers,  or  dignities,  it  involved. 

To  one  who  considers  the  essentially  different  character 
of  Chrfet's  work  in  Judea  and  in  Galilee,  it  will  not  appear 
surprising  that,  beginning  the  latter,  He  should  give  to 
these  disciples  a  new  and  distinct  call.  Only  neglect  to 
note  this  difference  permits  any  one  to  speak  of  a  want  of 
harmony  between  John  and  the  Synoptista  upon  this 
ground. 

From  the  narratives  of  Mark,  (i.  16-35  ;  see  also  Matt, 
iv.  18-23,)  Tve  should  infer  that  the  call  of  Peter  and  An- 
drew, James  and  John,  was  His  first  act  after  the  Lord 
came  to  Capernaum.  Luke,  however,  (iv.  31-42,)  places 
the  preaching  in  the  syni^ogue,  the  healing  of  the  de- 
moniac, and  of  Peter's  wife's  mother  and  othei-s,  and  His 
first  circuit,  before  this  call ;  which  order  some  follow.    But 
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■we  shall  6ntl  abuni^ant  proof  that  Luko  does  not  follow  the 
chronological  order,  and  that  nothing  decisive  can  be  in- 
ferred fiom  the  fict  that  he  places  the  call  after  the  miracles 
and  teaching  &till,  Ts  his  accounts  of  this  call  differ  some- 
what flora  those  ot  Mirk  and  Matthew,  many  have  been 
led  to  regaid  them  as  distinct,  and  as  happening  at  differ- 
ent times  '  The  peculiarity  of  the  call  in  Lute,  according 
to  this  view,  is,  that  it  was  later  than  that  in  Matthew  and 
Mark,  and  that  now  "  the  disciples  forsook  all,  and  followed 
Him."  Now  they  became  fishers  of  men,  (Luko  t,  10,}  in 
fulfilment  of  His  previous  promise,  (Matt.  iv.  19.)  This  in- 
volved the  entire  relinquishment  of  their  secular  callings, 
and  to  convince  them  of  His  ability  to  take  care  of  them 
and  supply  every  temporal  need,  the  Lord  works  the 
miracle  of  the  draught  of  fishes.  But  the  words  of  both 
Matthew  (iv.  20)  and  Mark  {i.  18)  are  express  that  "  they 
strsughtway  forsook  their  nets  and  followed  Him,"  How, 
then,  should  Ihey  be  found  several  days  after  engaged  in 
their  usual  occupations  ?  That,  whenever  the  Lord  was  at 
Capernaum,  these  disciples  were  wont  to  follow  their  call- 
ing as  fishermen,  as  said  by  Alford,  is  plainly  inconsistent 
with  their  relations  to  Him,  and  with  the  service  He  songht 
from  them.  Certainly  they  could  have  had  little  time  for 
such  labors  amidst  the  pressure  of  the  crowds,  which  seem 
to  have  ever  gathered  around  Him  when  He  came  to  Ca- 
pernaum.' 

The  circumstances  attending  the  call  of  the  disciples,  as 
related  by  the  several  Evangelists,  may  bo  thus  arranged:  As 
Jesus  approaches  the  plain  of  Gennesaret  from  Nazareth, 
teaching  by  the  way,  many  flock  round  Him  to  hear  His 
wonderful  words.  Passing  along  the  level  and  sandy  shore, 
where  the  fishermen's  boats  were  drawn  up,  He  sees 
amongst  them  the  boats  of  Simon  and  Andrew,  and  of 
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James  and  John,  who  having  been  fishing,  wore  now  wash- 
ing their  nets.  Aa  the  people  pressed  upon  Him,  He  re- 
quests Simon  to  push  off  his  boat  from  the  shore  a  little 
way,  that  fi-om  it  He  may  teach  the  multitude  aa  they 
stand  before  Him.  After  His  discourse  is  ended,  He 
directs  Simon  and  Andrew,  and  perhaps  also  others  with 
them,  to  push  out  into  the  deep  waters  and  let  down  the 
net.  This,  after  a  little  hesitation  arising  from  the  ill-sue-^ 
cess  of  their  labors  the  previous  night,  Simon  does,  and 
they  take  so  great  a  number  of  fish  that  the  net  begina  to 
break.  Ho  now  beckons  to  those  in  the  other  boat,  James 
and  John,  and  their  companions,  who  had  doubtless  been 
watching  the  whole  proceeding,  and  who  now  come  to 
their  help,  and  both  boats  are  so  filled  as  to  be  in  danger 
of  anking.  This  unespected  success,  and  all  the  attendant 
circumstances,  make  such  a  powerful  impression  upon 
Simon's  mind,  that  acting  with  his  usual  impetuosity  he 
casta  himself  at  the  Lord's  feet,  saying,  "Depart  from  me 
for  I  am  a  sinful  man,  O  Lord."  All  are  astonished  to  see 
a  Divine  hand  in  what  had  happened.  Soon  after  this, 
probably  so  soon  as  they  reached  the  shore,  He  calls  Simoa 
and  Andrew,  in  whose  ship  be  still  was,  to  follow  him,  for 
He  will  make  them  fishers  of  men.  During  this  time  James 
and  John  had  gone  a  little  diatance  from  them,  and  were 
engaged  in  repairing  the  net  that  had  been  broken.  .Walk- 
ing upon  the  shore  He  goes  to  them  and  calls  them  also  to 
follow  Him,  and  they,  leaving  their  fether  and  servants,  fol- 
low-Him. 

In  thia  way  may  we  find  a  natural  and  oasy  solution  of 
the  apparent  discrepancies  between  Matthew  and  Mark  on 
the  one  hand  acd  Luke  on  the  other.  Luke  alone  relates 
that  Jesus  spake  to'  the  people  from  Simon's  boat,  and  after- 
ward directed  him  to  fish,  and  shows  in  what  relation  this 
fishing  stood  to  the  subsequent  call  of  the  fishermen, 
Matthew  and  Mark  omit  all  but  the  fact  that  they  were 
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engaged  in  their  usual  'work  of  fishiog  when  thus  called. 
There  is  then  no  such  opposition  in  the  accounts  as  to  make 
it  necessary  to  refer  them  to  different  events.' 

On  the  first  Sabbath  following  the  caO  of  the  four  dis- 
ciples, he  enters  the  synagogue  and  teaches.  His  teaching 
excited  general  aetonishment,  hut  not  the  envy  that  mani- 
fested itself  at  Nazareth,  Present  in  the  synagogue  was  a 
man  possessed  with  a  devil,  whom  He  heals,  and  through 
this  miracle,  thus  publicly  performed,  His  fame  spreads 
rapidly  through  all  Galilee,  (Mark  i.  2B.)  It  is  to  be  noted 
that  he  did  not  here,  or  subsequently,  permit  evil  spirits  to 
bear  witness  to  His  Divine  character  or  Messianic  claims, 
(Mark  i.  34 ;  Luke  iv.  41.)  The  ground  of  this  imposition  of 
silence  may  have  been,  that  the  intent  with  which  such 
witness  was  offered  was  evil,  and  that  it  would  also  have 
tended  to  evil  by  awaking  premature  and  unfounded  ex- 
pectations as  to  His  future  work. 

From  the  synagogue  the  Lord  proceeds  to  the  house  of 
Simon  and  Andrew,  where  He  heals  Simon's  wife's  mother. 
As  mention  is  made  by  John  (i.  44)  of  Bethsjuda,  as  the 
city  of  Peter  and  Andrew,  it  has  been  conjectured  that  the 
house  at  Capernaum  was  that  of  the  parents  of  Simon's 
wife ;  but  against  this  is  the  expression  "  house  of  Simon 
and  Andrew,"  which  implies  the  joint  ownership  of  the  two 
brothers.  It  is  therefore  more  probable  that  they  had  now 
left  Bethsaida  and  taken  up  their  residence  at  Capernaum." 
The  healing  of  Peter's  wife's  mother  seems  to  have  been  at 
the  close  of  the  synagogue  service,  and  before  evening,  for 
at  evening  all  that  were  diseased  and  possessed  were 
bro\ight  to  Him.    The  synagogue  service  closed  at  or  be- 

'  Iq  this  general  result  ogree  Lightfoot,  Newcome,  Townsend,  Eobiiison, 
Wieseler,  Tischenilorf,  Lichlflnateia,  Ebrard.  For  an  answer  to  objections, 
see  Blnnl,  Scriptural  Coincidences,  25S,  uol«. 

'  This  may  be  a  slight  canfirmatiDn  of  the  suppoaltioa  that  there  was  but 
one  Bethsiuda,  aad  that  east  of  the  Joidao. 
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fore  noon,  and  it  may  be  infeiTecl  from  the  fact  that  she 
"ministered  unto  them,"  that  she  served  them  at  the  table 
at  the  midday  meah  According  to  Josephus,'  the  hour  of 
this  meal  was,  on  the  Sabbath,  the  sixth,  or  twelve  o'clock. 
That  the  sick  should  wait  till  the  sun  was  gone  down, 
(Mark  i.  32,}  may  be  refeiTcd  to  the  great-  scrupulosity  of 
the  Jews  in  regard  to  the  Sabbath.' 


May,  781.     a.d.  28. 

The  next  raorniDg,  risiag  up  eavlj,  Jesus  goes  out  into  IIaek  i.  35. 

a  solitary  place  to  prny.     Simon  and  others  go  out  to  aceli  Luke  iv,  42. 
Him  because  the  multitude  ivaited  for  Him,     He  replies, 

that  He  must  also  preach  in  the  neighboring  tonus.    He  Mabk  i.  38. 

goes  preaching  in  the  synagogues  and  working  miracles.  Luke  iv.  43. 

This  quick  departure  from  Capernaum  may  perhaps  be 
exjilained  from  the  Lord's  desire  that 'a  period  of  reflection 
should  follow  the  surprise  and  wonder  which  His  words 
and  works  had  excited  in  the  minds  of  the  people.  Their 
astonishment  at  the  supernatural  power  He  manifested,  and 
their  readiness  to  come  to  Him  as  a  healer  of  the  sick,  did 
not  prove  the  possession  of  true  faith,  He  therefore  will 
leave  them  to  meditate  on  what  they  have  seen  and  heard, 
and  depart  to  vi^t  the  other  cities  and  villages  of  Galilee, 
probably,  as  hag  been  suggested,  following  some  fixed  order 
of  visitation.  Galilee  at  that  time,  according  to  Josephus,' 
was  very  populous.  "  The  towns  are  numerous,  and  the 
multitude  of  villages  so  crowded  with  men,  owing  to  the 
fecundity  of  the  soil,  that  the  smallest  of  them  contains 
above  15,000  inhabitants."  Elsewhere  he  mcidentally  men- 
tions' that  there  were  204  cities  and  villages  in  Galilee, 
thus  giving  a  population  of  more  than  three  millions.    This 

1  Life,  54. 
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statement  is  confirmed  in  general  by  Dion  Cassius,  who 
says,  that  uader  Hadrian  985  villages  of  the  Jews  were  laid 
waste.'  Malting  all  necessary  allowance  lor  the  exaggera- 
tion of  Josephus  in  regard  to  ths  populousnesa  of  each  vil- 
lage, still  it  is  apparent  that  the  land  was  crowded  with 
people,  and  that  the  Lord,  with  all  His  activity,  could, 
during  tho  brief  period  of  Hia  ministry,  have  visited  but  a 
part  of  the  towns.  Wo  see  also  whoneo  came  the  multi- 
tudes who  seem  to  have  followed  Him  wherever  He 
went.' 

That  this,  the  Lord's  first  circuit  with  His  disciples,  must 
have  continued  some  time,  appears  from  the  statements  of 
the  Evangelists,  (Mark  J.  39 — ii.  1 ;  Luke  iv.  44;  Matt.  iv. 
23,)  though  their  language  may  perhaps  describe  His  gen- 
eral activity  rather  than  any  particular  period  of  it.  The 
expressions  in  Mark  ii.  1,  St  ijniepuv  "  after  some  days,"  ia 
indefinite,  and  its  length  must  be  otherwise  determined. 
The  attempt  oi  Greswell  to  show,  from  the  number  of 
places  He  wonld  visit,  and  the  length  of  the  stay  He  would 
make  in  each,  that  the  duration  of  a  circuit  would  never  be 
less  than  three  months,  and  probably  never  less  than  four, 
rests  upon  no  sound  basis.  Ellicott,  (168,)  going  to  the 
other  extreme,  makes  this  circuit  to  have  lasted  only  four 
or  five  days.  It  ia  intrinsically  improbable  that,  as  Greswell 
supposes,  Jesus  should  have  journeyed  now  wholly  around 
Galilee,  keeping  on  its  boundary  lines.  What  particular 
parts  of  the  province  He  at  this  time  visited,  we  have  no 
data  to  decide,  but  it  is  certain  that  early  in  His  ministry 
He  visited  the  cities  of  Bethsaida  and  Chorazin,  adjacent  to 
Capernaum,  and  labored  much  in  thera,  though  of  these 
labors  there  is  little  or  no  mention,  {Matt.  xi.  21.)  His 
fame  rapidly  spread,  and  soon  the  people  from  the  regions 
adjacent  to  Galileo  began  to  gather  to  him. 

Eaumer,  Bi,  =  See  Greswell,  iv.  i86. 
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Of  His  worta  of  healing  during  the  first  circuit,  no 
instance  is  given,  unless  the  healing  of  the  leper  {Matt.  viii. 
2;  liUbe  v.  12;  Mark  i.  40)  took  place  at  this  time. 
Matthew  places  it  immediately  after  the  Sermon  on  the 
Mount.  Luke  introduces  it  with  no  mark  of  time ;  "  And  it 
came  to  pass  when  He  was  in  a  certain  city,"  &c.  Mark 
connects  it  with  the  first  circuit  in  Galilee,  but  with  no 
mention  of  place.  That  this  healing  is  not  chronologically 
placed  by  Matthew,  appears  from  the  whole  arrangement 
of  chapters  viii.  and  ix.  The  first  verse  of  chapter  viii. 
more  properly  belongs  to  the  conclusion  of  the  history  of 
the  Sermon  on  the  Mount ;  verse  second  begins  the  nan-a- 
tive  of  healings  and  other  miracles,  of  which  ten  particnlar 
examples  are  successively  recorded,  but  without  regard  to 
the  exact  order  of  time  in  which  they  occurred.  After 
healing  the  leper,  Jesus  commands  him  to  go  and  show 
himsolf  to  the  priests,  and  to  say  nothing  to  any  one  else 
of  the  miracle,  (Matt.  viii.  4.)  This  command  of  silence 
plainly  implies  that  the  miracle  had  been  done  privately, 
and  not  in  the  presence  of  the  multitude,  and  could  not 
have  been,  therefore,  as  He  came  from  the  Mount,  for  great 
crowds  then  followed  him.  Nor  in  the  presence  of  the 
people  could  a  leper  have  approached  Him.'  This  com- 
mand  to  keep  aleace  the  leper  disobeys,  and  every  where 
publishes  abroad  what  Jesus  had  done.  This  wonderful 
cure,  for  leprosy  was  deemed  incurable,  made  the  people  to 
throng  to  Him  in  such  crowds,  that  He  could  no  more 
enter  into  any  city.'  He  was  obliged  to  retire  to  the 
desert,  or  uninhabited  places,  to  avoid  them ;  but  even 
then  they  gathered  to  Him  from  every  quarter, 

Ifthenthe  healing  of  the  leper  be  placed  during  this 
circuit,  it  was  probably  during  the  latter  part  of  it.   As  He 

'  Grasirelt,  ii.  S9S,  note,  infers  thai  Jeiai  was  !□  some  houso  apart  wbcD 
the  leper  applied  to  Him,  and  that  hia  cure  tools  place  in  private. 
'  Or  into  the  cit;—!.  e,,  Capernaum.    So  Norton. 
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proceeded  from  place  to  place,  Ho  healed  such  sick  per- 
Bons  as  were  brought  to  Him,  and  the  reports  of  these 
cures  spreading  iu  every  direction,  all  in  every  city  would 
be  brought  so  soon  as  His  presence  was  known.  The 
leprosy  may  have  been  one  of  the  last  forms  of  disease  He 
healed,  partly  because  of  want  of  faith  on  the  part  of  the 
lepei's,  and  partly  because  it  was  diiEcult  for  them,  amidst 
such  crowds,  to  get  access  to  Him.  But  why  in  this  case 
should  silence  be  enjoined?  And  why,  after  He  had 
wrought  so  many  other  cures,  should  this  have  aroused  so 
much  attention  aa  to  make  it  iieeessaiy  for  Hira  to  avoid 
the  cities  and  go  into  uninhabited  places  ?  The  most  prob- 
able answer  is,  that  the  public  proclamation  of  this  miracle 
gave  the  people  such  conceptions  of  His  mighty  power 
to  heal,  that  all  thronged  to  Him  to  be  healed,  and  thus 
His  teachings,  the  moral  side  of  His  work,  were  thrust  into 
the  shade.  It  was  the  word  which  He  wished  to  make 
prominent,  and  the  work  was  but  subsidiary.  He  would 
not  that  the  people  should  merely  wander  after  Him  as  a 
miracle  worker,  but  should  learn  through  His  works  the 
true  nature  of  the  redemption.  He  came  to  proclaim. 


SOMMER,  781.      A.  D.  28. 

After  aome  time  the  Lord  returns  to  Capernaum.    So    MiKS  ii.  1-12. 
BOOQ  as  it  is  known  that  He  ia  returned,  the  multitudes 
begJu  to  gather,  brining  tlieir  sick,  whom  He  healed.    Luke  t,  17-26. 
The  Phaiiaees  and  doctors  of  ttie  law  from  all  pails  of  the 
land,  oame  to  Capernaum  to  see  and  hear  the  new  proph-    Miir.  in.  2-8. 
et    A  paraljtjo  is  brought  to  Ilia  house  upon  a  bed, 
.nhom  He  heala,  foi^ving  his  sins.    This  awakens  the  in- 
dignation of  the  Pharisees,  who  regard  him  as  a  blas- 
phemer.   Leaving  the  city,  He  goes  to  the  seaside  and    MABKii.  13,  H. 
there  teaches.     Afterward  walking  on  the  shore.  He  saw    Matt.  ix.  9, 
Levi,  the  publiean,  sitting  at  the  receipt  of  custom,  whom 
fie  calls  to  follow  mm.  Ldee  v.  27,  28. 
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The  01-dcv  of  Mark,  who  places  the  healing  of  the  para- 
lytic after  the  return  to  Capernaum,  is  plainly  the  right 
one.'  Matthew,  in  his  grouping  of  the  miracles  in  chapters 
viii.  and  ix.,  does  not  follow  the  order  of  time.  Luke  nar- 
i-ates  it  after  the  healing  of  the  leper,  but  without  specify- 
ing time  or  place.  He  mentions,  however,  the  fact,  that 
there  were  "  Pharisees  and  doctors  of  the  Istw  atting  hy, 
which  were  come  out  of  every  town  of  Galilee,  and  Judea, 
and  Jerusalem ;  and  the  power  of  the  Lord  was  present  to 
heal  them."  It  is  not  wholly  clear  who  these  persona  were, 
or  why  they  were  now  present.  Greswell  (ii.  298)  cites 
Josephus  to  show  that  they  were  "  a  sort  of  village  school- 
masters, or  a  class  of  inferior  municipal  m^istrates,  who 
might  consequently  be  met  with  everywhere."  They  are 
to  he  distinguished  from  the  scribes,  who  came  down 
from  Jerusalem  at  a  later  period,  with  evil  intent,  and  who 
were  sent  apparently  by  His  enemies  to  wateh,  Him,  (Mark 
iii.  22.)  These,  on  the  contrary,  came  to  be  healed,  or  to 
see  and  hear  Him  whose  fame  had  gone  so  widely  abroad. 
There  is  no  distinction  taken  by  the  Evangelist  between 
those  from  Galilee  and  those  from  Judea  and  Jerusalem,  as 
if  the  latter  were  present  from  any  special  cause.  At  this 
period  of  the  Lord's  career  the  nature  of  His  work  was 
very  imperfectly  understood ;  and  many  in  every  part  of  the 
land  and  of  every  class,  looking  for  the  Messiah,  would  be 
naturally  attracted  to  one  who  showed  such  wonderful 
power  in  word  and  deed.  But  in  a  little  time,  as  His  teach- 
ings became  more  distinctly  known.  His  disregard  of 
merely  legal  righteousness,  His  neglect  of  their  traditions. 
His  high  claims  as  a  Divine  Person,  awakened  gi-eat  and 
geneml  hostility.  We  see  here  how  these  scribes,  who 
came,  perhaps  hoping  to  find  in  Him  their  Messiah,  per- 
haps to  judge  by  personal  observation  how  far  the  popular 

'  So  Ilabinsoa,  Ttscheudorr,  Alford,  Greeirell. 
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reports  respecting  Him  were  true,  were  turned  into  ene- 
mies and  accusers  when  He  said  to  the  paralytic,  "Thy  sins 
be  forgiven  thee,"  which  was  to  apeak  blasphemy,  because 
implying  an  equality  with  God. 

There  are  several  allusions  to  the  Lord's  teaching  by 
the  seaside.  "Whether  He  now  stood  upon  the  shore  or 
entered  a  boat,  does  not  appear.  It  was  not  however  till 
afterward  ( Mark  iii.  9)  that  He  commanded  tliat  a  small 
ship  should  wait  on  Him,  Thomson  (i.  548)  speaks  of  the 
small  creeks  or  inlets  near  Tell  Hum,  "  where  the  ship 
could  ride  in  safety  only  a  few  feet  from  the  shore,  and 
where  the  multitude,  seated  on  both  sides,  and  before  the 
boat,  could  listen  without  distraction  or  fatigue.  As  if  on 
purpose  to  furnish  seats,  the  shore  on  both  sides  of  those 
narrow  inlete  is  piled  up  with  smooth  boulders  of  basalt." 

The  road  from  Damascus  to  the  cities  along  the  coast 
passed  by  "Jacob's  bridge"  over  the  Jordan,  and  thence 
along  the  shore  of  the  lake.  It  is  probable  that  the  place 
of  toll,  where  Levi  sat,  was  upon  this  road,  near  its  en- 
trance into  the  city.'  The  manner  of  this  call,  like  the 
call  of  Simon  and  Andrew,  and  James  and  John,  presup- 
poses a  prior  acquaintance  of  Jesus  with  Levi.  The  tax- 
gatherer,  from  his  occupation  and  local  position,  must  have 
been  aware  of  all  that  was  taking  place  in  the  neighbor- 
hood, and  could  not  easily  have  been  ignorant  of  the  Lord's 
person  and  work.  Not  improbably  also,  he  was  already  a 
disciple  in  the  wider  sense  of  the  term,  this  not  involving 
the  giving  up  of  his  usual  calling.  It  would  appear  that 
the  call  was  given  on  the  same  day  in  which  Jesus  taught 
the  people,  and  soon  after  His  discourse  was  ended.' 

By  some  this  call  to  Levi  is  placed  after  his  election  to 
the  Apostleship.    Having  been  already  chosen  one  of  the 

■  See  LLobtenatein,  280 ;  Henog,  Encyc,  st.  IGl. 
'  Bleek.  Sjooplisobe  Eiklaruug,  i.  SS4,    As  to  tlieidealitjofMattheirand 
Levi,  see  Winer  iL  61. 
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Twelve,  he  rettirna  to  his  ordinary  labors ;  and  now  ia  called 
to  enter  upon  hia  apostolic  duties,  to  leave  all  and  follow 
Christ.  But  this  in  itself  is  exceedingly  improbable,  and  we 
shall  soon  see  that  the  election  to  the  apostleship  is  later. 

The  call  of  Levi  to  stand  in  such  intimate  relations  to 
the  Lord,  must  have  been  a  great  stumbling-block  to  all 
the  Pharisaio  party,  and  to  all  those  in  whose  hearts  na- 
tional pride  and  hatred  of  foreign  rule  were  ardent.  The 
occupation  of  the  puhUcan  was  odious,  if  not  in  itself  dis- 
graceful, as  a  sign  and  proof  of  their  national  degradation ; 
and  the  selection  of  disciples  from  this  class  to  be  His  con- 
stant attendants,  by  one  who  claimed  to  he  the  Messiah, 
must  have  strongly  prejudiced  many  against  Him  and  His 
work."  Such  selection  implies,  also,  that  already  the  Lord 
was  turning  away  from  the  legally  nghteous,  the  Pharisees, 
because  His  words  found  so  little  entrance  into  their  hearts, 
and  was  turning  to  those  who,  though  despised  as  publicans 
and  sinners,  were  nevertheless  ready  to  receive  the  truth. 
Unable  to  draw  the  priests  into  His  service.  He  calls  fisher- 
men; and  what  Ho  cannot  accomplish  because  of  the 
unbelief  of  Pharisees,  He  will  do  through  the  faitli  of 
publicans. 

Many  bring  the  feast  which  Levi  made  for  the  Lord 
(Luke  v.  29 ;  see,  also,  Matt.  ix.  10 ;  Mark  ii,  15)  into  im- 
mediate connection  with  his  call.'  Still  there  is  nothing  in, 
the  language  of  tbo  Evangelists  that  implies  immediate 
sequence,  and  as  Capernaum  doubtless  continued  to  be  his 
residence,  and  to  which  he  fi'equently  returned,  the  feaat 
may  with  equal  likehhood  have  taken  place  at  a  later  time, 
and  he  here  related,  in  order  to  bring  together  all  that  con- 
cerned him  personally.' 

1  "  The  Talmud,"  ebjs  Lighlfoot,  iii.  61,  hatli  this  canon :  " '  A  Pharisee 
tliat  iuvns  publican,  they  turn  him  out  of  bis  order.' " 

'  LichlensteiD,  Tischendorf,  Stier. 

•  So  Lighlfoot,  Newcoroe,  Townseud,  Robinson.  Neivcome,  259,  refers  fo 
Ihe  Harmony  of  Chemnitius,  "where  it  appears  that  Levi's  call  and  feasl 
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The  chronological  connection  between  thia  feast  and 
the  healing  of  the  daughter  of  Jairua  (Matt.  ix.  18-25) 
will  bo  examined  when  we  reach  this  miracle. 

Greswell  (ii.  397)  attempts  to  show  that  the  feast  of 
Matthew  (Matt,  ix,  10)  was  different  from  that  mentioned 
by  Mark  and  Luke  ;  that  the  former  was  later,  and  not  in 
the  house  of  Levi ;  and  that  at  this  feast,  only  the  disciples 
of  John  were  present.  This  view  removes  gome  difficulties, 
but  the  arguments  in  its  iiivor  are  more  ingenious  than 
convincing, 


Summer,  781.     a.  d.  28. 

During  this  sojourn  in  Capemauiiii  the  Lord  ;vUli  ffis    Matt.  sii.  1-8. 
disdples  walked  throi^h  the  fields  upon  a  Sabbath  and    MiKK  ii.  23-28. 
pluclied  and  ate  the  eai-s  of  eom.    This  was  observed  by    Luke  ti.  1-6. 
aomi)  of  the  Pharisees  who  were  watching  Him,  and  who 
complained  of  it  to  Him  as  a  violation  of  Ihc  Sabbath,   He 
answers  them  by  referring  to  what  DaWd  did,  and  asserts 
His  power  aa  Son  of  man  orer  ihe  Sabbath.     Upon  an-    Ldke  t!.  6-11, 
other  Sabbath  He  heals  a  man  with  a  witliered  hand,    Mjrr.xii.  9-14. 
which  leads  the  Pharisees  to  conspire  with  the  Herodians    Make  iii.  1-fl. 
to  destroy  Him. 

Both  the  time  and  place  of  this  event  have  been  much 
disputed.  It  is  mentioned  by  all  the  SynoptUts,  by  Mat- 
thew in  one  connection,  by  Mark  and  Luke  in  another ;  but 
by  none  in  such  a  way  as  to  detei-mine  its  chronolo^eal 
succession.  AH  agree  that  it  took  place  upon  a  Sabbath, 
and  Luko  (vi,  1)  defines  this  Sabbath  by  the  epithet  "  sec- 
ond Sabbath  after  the  fii-st,"  or  "  second  first" — cv<ra^/ia-ng 
Zivrfpo^parrif.^    But  what  was  this  second  first  Sabbath? 

were  separated  in  the  most  ancient  harmonics  from  Tntian  iu  A.  o.  170  to 
Gerson  4.  a.  HOO." 

'  The  right  rendering  ia  "  first  afier  the  second."  So  CEimpbeil,  Norton, 
Robinson,  Greswell.    For  other  renderings  see  Jleyer  in  loco. 
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No  certain  answer  can  be  given.  Many  doubt  tbe  correct- 
ness of  the  reading.'  If,  however,  we  receive  it  as  the  right 
reading-,  we  have  no  positive  key  to  its  meaning,  as  the 
■word,  so  far  as  is  known,  is  used  by  no  other  writer  than 
luke.  A  great  number  of  different  interpretations  have 
been  suggested.'  That  of  Sealiger  has  found  many  advo- 
cates.' We  give  it  aa  stated  by  Lightfoot  on  Matt.  xii.  1, 
Provision  was  made  by  the  Law  that  the  sheaf  of  tifst- 
frnits  should  be  offered  on  the  second  day  of  Passover 
week,  (Levit.  xxiii.  10,  11,}  not  on  the  morrow  after  an  or- 
dinary Sabbath,  but  the  morning  after  the  first  day  of  Pass- 
over week,  which  was  a  Sabbatic  day.  From  the  second 
day  were  numbered  seven  weeks  to  Pentecost — for  the 
day  of  the  sheaf  and  the  day  of  Pentecost  did  mutually  re- 
spect each  other.  The  offering  of  the  sheaf  was  supplica- 
tory, beseeching  a  blessing  on  the  new  corn,  and  leave  to 
eat  and  to  put  in  the  sickle  into  the  standing  corn.  Some 
weeks  intervened,  and  the  calculation  of  the  Sabbaths  was 
by  numbering  them ;  o-ajS^aTov  hivr^po-irpiarov,  the  first 
Sabbath  after  the  second  day  of  Passover  ;  the  second  Sab- 
bath after  tlie  second  day ;  the  third  Sabbath  after  tbe 
second  day,  and  the  like.  Lightfoot  therefore  conchides 
that  this  was  the  Sabbath  mentioned  John  v.  9,  or  that 
next  aftev  it. 

Wieseler  (2Sl)  defends  the  view  that  the  Jewish  years 
were  reckoned  by  a  series,  or  cycle  of  sevens,  and  the  first 
Sabbath  of  the  second  year  of  one  of  these  cycles  is  meant, 
or  the  first  Sabbath  in  Misan.'  Others  have  understood  a 
Sabbath  of  the  second  rank,  or  a  feast  day  immediately  fol- 

>  So  Alford,  who  snya ;  "  It  ia  not  altogether  clear  tbat  the  word  ought 
to  be  here  at  all."  Mejer  rejects  it,  nnd  Lichtenatein,  Browne,  Bleefe  ;  Tiaoh- 
endorC  rejected  it  at  first,  but  restored  it  in  his  Synopsis,  1S54.    Wiucr  de- 

1  See  Mejer  in  loco, 

"  So  A.  Clarke,  Eloomiield,  Robinson,  De  Wette. 

t  With  Wieseler,  Tisohondorf,  Ooslcrzee,  Ellieolt;  coatra,  Winer,  ii.3i3. 


icioy  Google 


PLtrCKING  THE  EARS    OF  COEW.  241 

lowing  a  Sabbath ;  olliers  a  Sabbath  precedecl  by  a  foast 
day ;  others  the  first  week  Sabbath  in  a  Passover  week ; 
others  the  first  Sabbath  of  the  second  month ;  others  tbe 
first  iveek  Sabbath  after  the  great  leasts.  The  last  view ' 
mates  the  fii^t  week  Sabbath  after  Passover  to  be  the  firet- 
first ;  the  first  after  Pentecost  to  be  the  second-first ;  the 
first  after  Tabernacles  the  third-first.  In  like  manner,  we 
have  now  in  common  use  the  designations,  first  Sunday 
after  Epiphany,  the  first  after  Easter,  the  firet  after  Trinity. 
Browne  (657)  remarks  ;  "Of  all  the  explanations  known  to 
me  this  seems  the  best,  indeed  the  only  likely  one."  Clin- 
ton calls  it  "  equally  probable  "  as  that  first  mentioned.' 

In  this  chaos  of  interpretations,  the  mention  of  this  Sab- 
bath as  the  second-first  gives  us  no  chronological  aid.  The 
circumstance,  however,  that  the  disciples  plucked  the  ears 
of  corn  and  did  eat,  defines  the  season  of  the  year  as  that 
when  the  com  was  ripe.  The  kind  of  grwn  is  not  men- 
tioned, whether  barley,  which  was  earliest,  or  wheat,  which 
was  later.  Barley  harvest  was  regarded  as  beginning  froni 
the  second  day  of  the  Passover,  and  hence  it  has  been  in- 
ferred that  this  incident  was  after  this,  as  no  one  was  per- 
mitted to  gather  any  corn  tiU  the  sheaf  of  first-fruits  had 
been  waved.  The  wheat  hai-vest  was  ripe  and  gathered  in 
May  or  June.  Robinson  speaks  of  seeing  the  wheat  ripen- 
ing upon  the  9th  May ;  and  ho  also  speaks  of  the  people 
near  Tiberias  as  engaged  in  gathering  the  wheat  harvest 
upon  the  19th  June.  Wo  have,  then,  April,  May,  and  June, 
in  either  of  which  months  this  plucking  and  eating  of  the 
corn  may  have  taken  place.  It  is  erroneously  said  by  A. 
Clarke  that  it  cannot  "  be  iaid  after  Pentecost,  because  then 
the  harvest  was  fully  in."  Thomson  states  that  the  Syrian 
t  extends  through  several  months,  and  "the  wheat 
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is  suffered  to  tecomo  dead  lipe,  and  as  dry  as  tinder  before 
it  is  cut."  Even  if  the  harvest  generally  was  reaped,  par- 
ticular fields  may  still  Lave  been  ungatliered,  or  this  been 
that  which  was  left  for  gleaners. 

Without  attaching  any  importance  to  a  conclusion,  con- 
fessedly so  dubious,  we  are  inclined  to  regard  this  second- 
first  Sabbath,  as  the  first  after  Pentecost,  which  was  this 
year  the  19th  May,  If  this  be  correct,  the  ministry  of  the 
Lord  in  Galilee  had  now  continued  afeout  two  months. 

Where  did  this  event  take  place  ?  It  is  narrated  by  all 
the  Synoptists  as  occuring  just  before  the  healing  of  the 
man  with  the  withered  band,  and  this  healing  was  in  the 
synagogue  at  Ca[x;i'naum.  "And  He  entered  again  into 
the  synagogue,"  (Mark  iii.  1,)  that  is,  the  synagogue  al- 
ready mentioned.'  This  appears  also  from  the  mention  of 
His  withdrawal  to  the  sea  after  the  healing,  (Mark  iii.  1 ; 
see  also  Luke  vi.  6.)  That  the  field  where  the  ears  were 
plucked  was  not  far  distant  from  Capernaum,  appears  from 
Matthew  xii.  9,  for  the  Pharisees  who  had  blamed 
the  disciples  for  that  act,  are  spoken  of  as  meinbers  of 
that  synagogue.  "  He  went  into  their  synagogue." '  They 
were,  therefore,  the  Pharisees  of  Capernaum,  and  the  field 
of  corn  was  in  the  neighborhood  of  that  city,  and  within 
the  limits  of  a  Sabbath  day's  journey. 

We  may,  then,  give  the  following  order  of  events  as 
one  intrinsically  probable.  The  Lord,  after  His  return 
from  His  first  circuit,  remained  some  days,  or  weeks,  at 
Capernaum,  and  upon  a  Sabbath  walked  out  with  His  dis- 
ciples through  the  fields  in  the  vicinity  of  the  city.  As  He 
had  already,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Pharisees,  broken  the 
sanctity  of  the  Sabbath  by  healing  upon  it,  (Mark  i.  23  and 
80,)  they  followed  Him  to  watch  Him,  perhaps  to  note 
whether  His  walk  upon  that  day  was  longer  than  the  law 

Alexander,  Meyer,  '  Mejer,  Korton. 
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permitteti,  (Acts  i.  12.)  Seeing  His  disciples  plucking  anij 
rubbing  the  ears  of  corn  in  their  hands,  they  fancied  the 
act  a  violation  of  the  law.  It  has  sometimes  been  said  that 
the  Pharisees  did  not  think  it  sinfnl  to  pull  and  cat  the 
grain,  but  it  was  so  to  rub  it  in  their  hands,  all  prepa- 
ration of  food  being  forbidden.  This  is  doubtful.  Light- 
foot  says :  "  The  plucking  of  eara  of  corn  on  the  Sabbath 
waa  forbidden  by  their  canons,  verbatim  :  '  He  that  reapeth 
com  on  the  Sabbath,  to  the  quantity  of  a  fig,  is  guilty.  And 
placking  com  is  as  reaping.'" '  If  done  prosumptuously, 
or  without  necessity,  the  punishment  was  death  by  stoning, 
and  hence  the  Lord's  defence  of  the  disciples.  His  answer 
to  their  complaints  could  only  have  angered  them  still  more, 
and  when,  therefore,  He  entered  the  following  Sabbath 
into  the  synagogue,  (Luke  vi.  6,)  it  was  to  be  expected 
that  they  would  carefully  watch  all  that  He  did  to  find 
some  sufficient  ground  of  accusation  against  Him,  His  re- 
newed violation  of  the  Sabbath  by  healing  the  man  with  a 
withered  hand,  added  to  their  indignation,  and  they  now 
began  to  plot  how  they  might  destroy  Him. 

Luke  (vi.  6)  defines  the  time  of  this  work  of  healing  as 
"on  another  Sabbath."  Whether  this  was  the  Sabbath 
immediately  following  that  on  which  He  walked  through 
the  corn-field,  is  not  said,  though  it  is  probable.'  The  alli- 
ance of  the  Herodians  with  the  Pharisees,  does  not  imply 
that  Herod  himself  had  at  this  timo  any  knowledge  of  Je- 
sus, or  took  any  steps  against  Him.  The  Herodians  were 
those  among  the  people  who,  though  hating  the  Roman 
rule,  favored  tho  pretensions  of  Herod's  family  to  kingly 
power.    In  case  of  national  independence  this  family  should 

>  See  also  Merer  on  Mali.  lii.  1. 

'  Wieaelet  (237)  conjeatiirea  that  it  was  a  feast  Sabbath  and  Ihe  day  fol- 
lowing that  mentioned  in  versa  1st,  This  seema  lo  have  little  or  no  basis. 
Me;er'3asaentioii,that  Matthew  (xii.  9)  puts  the  tvro  events  on  the  same  Sab- 
butb  in  opposition  to  Luke,  ia  wholly  baseleas. 
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reign  rather  than  the  house  of  the  Maccabees,  or  any  other 
claimants.  They  were  never  numerous,  for  the  great  body 
of  the  nation  looked  upon  that  family  as  foreigners  and 
usurpers.  "  Why  the  Pharisees  and  Herodians,"  says  Al- 
ford,  "  should  noio  combine,  is  not  apparent."  The  Hero 
dians  would,  however,  be  natui-ally  jealous  and  watchful 
of  any  one  whom  they  supposed  to  be  a  claimant  of  the 
throne  in  opposition  to  the  house  of  Herod  ;  and  the  Phari- 
sees, being  angry  at  Jesus  on  religious  grounds,  a  union  of 
the  two  for  His  destruction  was  very  easily  made.  We 
need  not  sappose  that  this  conspiracy  against  Him  as  yet 
included  others  than  the  Pharisees  and  Herodians  of  Caper- 
naum and  its  immediate  vicinity,  (see  Matt.  xii.  14  ;  Mark 
lii.  6.)  Doubtless,  very  soon  after  this,  His  enemies  here 
took  counsel  with  His  enemies  at  Jerusalem,  and  the  con- 
spiracy against  Him  became  general. 

It  appears  from  these  narratives  that,  almost  from  the 
very  beginning  of  His  Galilean  work,  the  Lord  encountered 
the  active  hostility  of  the  Pharisees  of  that  province.  At 
the  feast  (John  v.  l)  He  had  aroused  the  anger  of  the 
Pharisees  at  Jerusalem  by  healing  the  impotent  man  on 
the  Sabbath,  (verses  16  and  13;)  and  at  Capernaum  He 
continued  again  and  agiin  to  heil  upon  that  day,  and  in  the 
synagogue  itself.  The  r  fanit  oil  zeal  could  not  allow  such 
violations  of  the  law  to  pisa  nnot  ced,  and  as  Jesus  de- 
fended them  on  the  g  ound  of  H  s  divine  right  to  work, 
even  on  the  Sabbath,  He  seemed  to  them  not  only  a  Sab- 
bath breaker,  but  also  i  bit  j  heme  At  first  they  plotted 
secretly  against  Him,  the  people  at  latge  being  friendly  to 
Him.  Whilst  in  the  full  flush  of  His  popularity  they  dared 
take  no  steps  openly  against  Him,  but  waited  till  some  im- 
prudence, or  error,  or  folly  on  His  part,  or  the  fickleness  of 
the  multitude,  should  put  Him  in  their  power.  There  was 
early  an  active  and  constant  correspondence  between  the 
scribes  and  Pharisees  in  Galilee  and  those  in  Jerusalem ;  and 
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at  intervals  deputations  from  the  latter  came  down,  to  con- 
sult with  the  former,  aud  to  devise  means  to  hinder  Him  iu 
His  work,  and  to  bring  Him  to  punishment.  As  yet  the  fact 
that  He  had  broken  the  Sabbath  by  healing  upon  it,  does 
not  seem  to  have  turned  the  popular  feeling  at  all  against 
Him,  nor  even  the  assertion  of  His  power  to  forgive  sins. 


Midsummer,  V81,     a,  d.  28. 

After  healing  the  maa  with  a.  withered  hand  Jesua    Matt,  liL  15-21, 
withdraws  Co  the  sea-shorf.     Hero  great  multitudes  from    Uark  ill.  T--12. 
all  parts  of  the  land  resort  to  Him,  aud  He  heals  manj.     Matt.  it.  25. 
As  they  press  upon  Hira  to  touch  Hun,  He  directs  that 
a  small  ship  be  prepared  to  wait  upon  Him.    Leaving 
the  seaside  He  goes  up  into  a  neighboring  mountaju  and    Luke  vi.  12-16. 
spends  the  night  in  prayer.'    In  the  morning  He  calls    Mark  iii,  13-19. 
(he  disciples  to  Him,  aud  from  them  chooses  the  twelve 
Apostles.     The  multitudes  now  gathering  to  Him  lie    Matt.  v.  t!.  vii. 
proceeds  to  dellrcr  the  discourse  called  the  Sermon  on    Luke  vi.  17-49. 
the  Mount. 

From  Matthew  (xii.  15)  it  would  appear  that  Jesus  was 
aware  of  the  purpose  of  the  Pharisees,  and  therefore 
avoided  them.  He  would  not,  except  so  far  as  was  noees- 
sary,  come  into  collision  with  them  uor  expose  His  work  to 
injury  through  their  opposition.  It  was  for  this  reason  that, 
having  healed  all  the  sick  among  the  multitudes  that  fol- 
lowed Him,  Ho  charged  them  that  they  should  not  make 
Him  known,  (v.  16.)  He  was  now  seeking  for  the  humble 
and  repentant,  all  in  whom  He  could  discern  any  sense  of 
sin  or  germs  of  faith,  and  He  would  not  for  their  sakes 
Buffer  Himself  to  be  forced  into  a  hostile  attitude  to  the 
spiritual  leaders  of  the  people.  This  was  the  rule  of  His 
conduct,  as  it  had  been  prophetically  laid  down  by^the  prophet 
Isaiah  (xlii.  2) :  "  He  shall  not  strive  nor  cry,  neither  shall 
any  man  hear  His  voice  in  the  streets." 
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The  withdrawal  from  the  city  to  the  aea-shore,  (Mark  iit, 
7,)  whilst  it  had  thus  for  one  end,  to  iivoid  His  enemies, 
seems  also  to  have  been  to  find  a  more  convenient  place  for 
teaching  and  healing.  In  the  city  He  was  exposed  to  con- 
stant interruption  through  the  eagerness  of  the  ^ck  and 
their  friends,  who  pressed  upon  Him  to  touch  Him  ;  and  to 
secure  personal  freedom  He  was  compelled  to  order  a  boat  to 
attend  upon  Him,  that  He  might,  when  necessary,  use  it  as 
a  pulpit  to  address  the  multitude  standing  before  Him  on 
the  shore,  and  perhaps  also  to  withdraw  Himself  wholly 
from  them  by  crossing  the  lake. 

The  fame  of  Jesus  seems  at  this  time  to  have  reached 
every  part  of  the  land.  Crowds  came,  not  only  from 
Galilee  and  Judea,  but  also  from  Idumea  and  from  beyond 
Jordan,  and  from  the  territories  about  Tyre  and  Sidon. 
That  so  great  numbers,  and  from  such  remote  regions,  should 
gather  at  Capernaum,  shows  that  He  remained  at  that  city 
for  some  time  after  His  return  from  His  first  circuit.  It 
was,  doubtless,  not  His  teachings,  but  His  miracles  of  heal- 
ing, that  awakened  such  general  attention,  and  drew  such 
multitudes  after  Him.  Most  came  attracted  by  His  repu- 
tation as  a  healer  of  the  sick.  After  making  all  allowance 
for  the  degraded  condition  of  the  present  inhabitants  of 
Palestine,  the  following  remarks  of  Thomson  {ii.  84)  would 
not  be  inapplicable  to  the  Jews  of  the  Lord's  day:  "Should 
a  prophet  now  arise  with  a  tithe  of  the  celebrity  of  Jesus 
of  Nazareth,  there  would  quickly  be  immense  assemblies 
about  him  from  Galilee,  and  from  Decapolis,  and  from 
Jerusalem,  and  from  Judea,  and  from  beyond  Jordan.  Bad, 
and  stupid,  and  ignorant,  and  worldly,  as  the  people  are, 
their  attention  would  be  instantly  arrested  by  the  name  of 
a  prophet,  and  they  would  flock  from  all  parts  to  see,  hear, 
and  be  healed.  There  is  an  irresistible  bias  in  Orientals  of 
all  religions  to  run  after  the  mere  shadow  of  a  prophet,  or  a 
Kiiracle  worker." 
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That  the  choiise  of  the  Twelve  took  place  at  this  time, 
appears  from  the  mention  in  Mark  and  Lake  of  the  various 
parts  of  the  country  from  which  the  multitudes  came. 
According  to  Luke,  (vi.  If,)  they  that  heard  the  discourse 
upon  the  mount  were  from  Judea  and  Jerusalem,  and  from 
the  sea-coast  of  Tyre  and  Sidon,  Mark  (iii.  7,  8)  mentions 
Galilee,  Judea,  Jerusalem,  Idumca,  beyond  Jordan,  and 
about  Tyre  and  Sidon.  Matthew,  (iv.  25,)  who  does  not 
mention  the  choice  of  the  apostles,  but  gives  the  Sermon 
on  the  Mount,  epeaks  of  the  great  multitudes  that  followed 
Him  from  Galilee,  DecapoUs,  Jerusalem,  Judea,  and  beyond 
Jordan.  It  was  at  this  point,  when  He  had  special  need  of 
their  services,  that  He  selected  twelve  out  of  the  body  of 
His  disciples  "  that  they  should  be  with  Him,  and  that  He 
might  send  them  forth  to  preach,  and  to  have  power  to 
heal  sicknesses  and  to  cast  out  devils,"  (Mark  iii.  14, 15.) 

Whether  some  particular  mountain  is  designated  by  the 
use  of  the  article  by  the  Synoptists,  to  opoj,  "  the  mountain," 
or  generally  the  ridges  of  hills  on  the  sides  ofdihe  Lake  of 
Galilee,  as  distinguished  from  the  low  shores,  we  cannot 
easily  decide.  The  Jews  distinguished  the  face  of  the 
country  into  mountains,  plains  and  valleys.  According  to 
Middleton,'  by  the  mountain  is  here  signified  "  the  moun- 
tain district  as  distinguished  from  the  other  two." '  It  is 
most  natural  to  refer  it  to  some  specific  and  well-known 
locality ;  but  it  is  plain  that  the  mountain  here  is  not  the 
same  mentioned  in  Matt,  xiv,  23,  Mark  vi.  46,  John  vi, 
3,  where  the  five  tliousand  were  fed,  or  that  in  Matt. 
XV,  29,  where  the  four  thousand  were  fed.  We  may  then 
rather  infer  that  in  each  of  theso  cas^  the  mountain  is  de- 
fined by  the  article,  because  supposed  to  be  already  well 
known  aa  the  ate  of  tlie  event.  Where  this  mountain  was 
is  now  only  matter  of  conjecture.     Tradition  has  chosen 

'  Greek  octicle,  lOa,  "  See  Ebrard,  849 ;  Meyer  on  Matt.  t.  1. 
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the  hill  known  as  the  Horas  of  Hattin  from  its  peculiar 
shape,  and  called  by  the  Latins  the  Mount  of  Beatitudea. 
It  is  a  ridgG  not  far  from  Tell  Hum,  about  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  in  length,  running  east  and  west.  At  each  end  rises 
a  small  cone  or  horn.  Its  peculiar  shape  attracts  the  at- 
tentfon  of  the  traveller,  and  is  probably  the  cause  of  its 
selection.  Robinson  contends  that  there  are  a  dozen  other 
mountwns  in  the  vicinity  of  the  lake  which  would  answer 
the  purpose  just  as  well ;  and  that  the  tradition  which  has 
selected  this  as  the  site  goes  no  further  back  than  the  13th 
century,  and  is  confined  to  the  Latin  Church.  As  the  same 
tradition  placed  here  also  the  feeding  of  the  five  thousand, 
which  is  certiunly  an  error,  we  are  the  more  inclined  to  re- 
ject it.'  Stanley,  however,  (360,)  says :  "  The  situation  so 
strikingly  coincides  with  the  intimations  of  the  Gospel  nar- 
rative as  almost  to  force  the  inference,  that  in  this  instance 
the  eye  of  those  who  selected  the  spot  was  for  once  rightly 
guided." 

We  may  arrange  the  events  preparatory  to  the  delivery 
of  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount  in  the  following  order  :  the 
Lord  leaving  Capernaum  in  the  evening  goes  to  the  mount, 
which  cannot  have  been  at  any  great  distance,  and  spends 
the  night  alone.  Very  early  in  the  morning  His  disciples, 
probably  according  to  His  direction,  came  to  Him,  and 
from  them  He  selected  the  Twelve,  By  this  time  the  mul- 
titudes who  had  lodged  in  Capernaum  or  in  its  neighbor- 
hood, learning  whither  He  had  gone,  followed  Him,  and 
then  He  addresses  them. 

As  Matthew  (chs.  v.,  vi.,  vii.)  and  Luke  (vi.  17-49)  in- 
troduce their  reports  of  the  Sennon  on  the  Mount  by  the 
mention  of  differing  circumstances,  and  as  their  reports 
differ  in  many  points,  it  has  been  questioned  whether  both 
can  refer  to  the  same  discourse.    The  various  opinions  may 
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bo  redueei3  to  three  ■  Ist,  That  which  regards  them  as  re- 
ports of  discourses  wholly  distinct,  and  spoiieu  at  different 
times,  and  perhaps  also  at  different  places,'  2d.  That 
which  regards  them  as  reports  of  distinct  discourses,  but 
spoken  successively :  tiie  one  before  the  choice  of  the  apos- 
tles, the  other  after  it ;  the  one  to  the  disciples,  the  other 
to  the  multitude ;  the  one  sitting  upon  the  mountain,  the 
other  standing  upon  the  plain."  3d.  That  which  regards 
them  as  abstracts  of  one  and  the  same  discourse.' 

To  determine  which  of  these  views  is  correct,  or  how 
the  respective  discourses  of  Matthew  and  Luke  stand  re- 
lated to  each  other,  we  mast  examine  in  detail  the  several 
points  of  likeness  and  unlikeness.  And  1st,  the  difference 
of  place.  Matthew  (v.  1)  says:  "And  seeing  the  multitudes 
He  went  up  into  a  mount^n,  and  when  He  was  set  His  dis- 
ciples came  unto  Him.  And  He  opened  His  mouth  and 
taught  them."  Luke  (vi.  lV-20)  says,  that  after  the  choice 
of  the  Twelve  "  He  came  down  with  them,  and  stood  in  the 
pl^n,  (eTi  Ttnrou  ireSivov,)  and  tho  company  of  His  disciples 
and  a  great  multitude  of  people, . . .  which  came  to  hear  Him 
and  to  be  healed  of  their  diseases ;  and  they  that  were 
vexed  with  unclean  spirits :  and  they  were  healed.  And 
the  whole  multitude  sought  to  touch  Him,  for  there  went 
virtue  out  of  Him  and  healed  them  all.  And  He  lifted  up 
His  eyes  on  His  disciples,  and  said,"  &c.  Thus,  according 
to  Matthew,  the  discourse  was  delivered  by  the  Lord  sit- 
ting upon  the  side  or  top  of  a  mountain;  according  to 
Luke,  after  He  had  chosen  the  Twelve  He  descended  to  the 
plain,  and  having  healed  the  sick,  addressed  those  present. 
But  the  latter  does  not  say  that  the  discourse  was  spoken 
on  the  plain,  although  He  does  not  mention  any  re-ascent. 
Such  a  re-ascent  is  however  very  probable,  for  it  is  said 
*'that  the  whole  multitude  sought  to  touch  Him  ; "  and  as, 

Krafft,  Greswdl.  •  Augustine,  Lange. 
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when  similarly  pressed  upon  the  Bca-shore,  (Mark  iii.  9,)  He 
entered  a  boat  and  taught  from  it ;  so  now  He.  would  natu- 
rally ascend  to  a  point  where  they  could  not  reach  Him, 
and  from  wbiuh  He  could  easily  be  seen  and  heard  by  all.' 
Some  would  understand  the  "plain"  of  Luke  of  a  level 
spot  on  the  ade  of  the  mountmn,  or  at  its  foot,  where  the 
multitude  could  sit  or  stand,  this  plain  itself  being,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  sea-shore  from  whence  they  came,  a  part  of  the 
mountain.  Thus  Stanley,  speaking  of  the  hill  of  Hattin, 
says:  "The  plain  on  which  it  stands  is  easOy  acc^sible 
from  the  lake,  and  from  that  plain  to  the  summit  ia  but  a 
few  minutes'  walk,  The  platform  at  the  top  is  evidently 
suitable  for  tho  collection  of  a  multitude,  and  corresponds 
precisely  to  the  '  level  place '  mistranslated  '  plain,'  to  which 
He  would  '  come  down,'  as  from  one  of  its  higher  horns,  to 
address  the  people." '  In  this  way  all  seeming  discrepancy 
between  Matthew  and  Luke  as  to  the  place,  disappears. 
The  choice  of  the  Twelve  was  made  upon  the  mountain  be- 
fore the  multitude  gathered,  which  choice  Matthew  does 
not  mention.  As  tho  Lord  beheld  the  people  gathering  to 
Him,  He  goes  down  with  His  disciples  to  meet  them  upon 
some  level  place,  and  after  healing  the  sick.  He  seats  Him- 
self in  a  position,  probably  higher  up  upon  the  hill,  where 
He  can  be  seen  and  heard  by  the  great  crowds,  and  pro- 
ceeds to  address  them.' 

2d.  Difference  of  time.  Following  his  report  of  the 
sermon,  Matthew  relates  (viii,  2-4)  tho  healing  of  the  leper 
as  having  immediately  taken  place,  Luke  (vii.  2-10)  re- 
lates the  healing  of  the  centurion's  servant  as  immedi- 
ately following.  As  these  events  were  separated  by  a  con- 
siderable interval  of  time,  so,  it  is  said  by  Krafft  and  others, 

>  So  Robinson,  Har.  193. 

'  So  Tholucfc,  Sermon  on  Ihe  Mounl,  E3,  "  a  level  place,  not  a  plain." 
'  See  Ebrard,  350  (  SUer,  L  327  i   Liohteualein,  2ir.    Alford,  after  Meyer, 
finds  the  treo  Erangelifta  in  contradictioa. 
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must  have  been  the  diacoursea  which  they  respectively 
followed.  But  we  have  already  seen  that  Matthew  is  not 
narrating  events  in  chronological  order,  and  that  the  healing 
of  the  leper  took  place  before  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount, 
We  are  not  therefore  obliged  to  suppose  the  discourses  dis- 
tinct upon  this  gronud, 

3d.  Difference  of  audience.  Matthew  (iv.  25)  describes 
the  multitudes  present  as  from  Galilee,  Decapolis,  Jcrusa- 
iem,  Judea,  and  from  beyond  Jordan ;  Luke  (vi.  17)  as  from 
all  Judea,  Jerusalem,  and  the  sea-coast  of  Tyre  and  Sidon, 
From  this  partial  difference  of  names  Krafft  (83)  infers  that 
those  who  heard  the  discourse  reported  by  Matthew  were 
mostly  Jews,  with  perhaps  a  few  Syrians ;  but  that  those 
who  heard  the  discourse  reported  by  Luke  wero  mostly 
from  the  eastern  side  of  Galilee  and  the  coasts  of  Tyre  and 
Sidon.  But  this  inference  is  not  warranted.  In  this  enu- 
meration neither  of  the  Evangelists  designs  to  discriminate 
between  Jewish  and  heathen  lands.  This  appears  from 
Mark,  {iii.  7,  8,)  who  mentions  Galilee,  Judea,  Jerusalem, 
Idumea,  beyond  Jordan,  and  about  Tyre  and  Sidon.  If 
heathen  were  present,  according  to  Luke,  from  Tyre  and 
Sidon,  so  might  they  be  also,  according  to  Matthew,  from 
Decapolis.  The  Evangelists  plainly  all  intend  to  say,  that 
the  crowds  who  were  present  came  from  every  part  of  the 
land ;  and  any  difference  in  the  enumeration  of  the  re^ons 
whence  they  came  is  unimportant.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
very  particularity  of  the  mention  of  so  many  provinces  by 
each,  sufficiently  shows  that  all  point  to  one  and  the  same 
period. 

4th.  Difference  of  contents,  "Of  lOTverees  in  Mat- 
thew, Luke  contains  only  30 ;  his  four  beatitudes  are  bal- 
anced by  as  many  woes ;  and  in  his  text  parts  of  the  sei-mon 
are  introduced  by  sayings  which  do  not  precede  them  in 
Matthew,  but  which  naturally  connect  with  them,'"     But 

'  Alford  on  Malt.  v.  1.     See  also  Greawell,  ii.  429  ;  KmlR,  83. 
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these  differencea  are  few  when  compared  with  the  reeem- 
"blances.  The  beginning  and  ending  of  both  are  the  same ; 
there  ia  a  general  similarity  in  the  order,  and  often  identity 
in  the  expressions.  Often  in  the  Evangelists,  when  theii" 
reports  are  in  substance  the  same,  there  are  many  varia- 
tions.' That  the  two  discourses  should  have  so  much  in 
common  if  they  were  distinct,  spoken  at  different  times  and 
to  different  audiences,  is  most  improbable.  That  many  of 
the  shorter  proverbial  expressions  might  be  used  at  various 
times  is  natural,  but  not  that  such  similarity  should  prevail 
throughout,' 

The  supposition  that  the  Lord  first  addressed  the  apos- 
tles and  disciples,  which  address  Matthew  0ves,  and  then 
the  multitudes,  which  address  Luke  gives,  was  advocated 
by  Augustine,  and  has  been  the  ruling  one  in  the  Latin 
Church.  It  has  been  aJso  adopted  by  most  of  the  Lutheran 
harmonists,  though  Calvin  calls  this  view  light  and  fi-ivo- 
lous.  That  there  is  something  esoteric  in  the  former  and 
exoteric  in  the  latter  may  be  admitted ;  but  this  is  owing 
not  to  the  different  audiences  to  whom  the  discourses  were 
spoken,  hut  to  the  different  classes  of  readers  for  which  the 
two  Gospels  were  designed.  It  may  be  that  neither  Mat- 
thew nor  Luke  gives  us  the  exact  discoui-se  as  it  was 
Bjmken.  Without  entering  into  "the  vexed  question  of 
inspiration,  its  nature  and  degrees,  we  may  say  that  each 
Evangelist,  writing  under  the  direction  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
made  such  selection  of  the  Lord's  words,  as  well  as  of  the 
events  in  His  history,  and  so  arranged  them,  as  best  to 
meet  the  wants  of  those  for  whom  he  wrote.    That  Luke 

'  Compare  the  Lord's  Prayerna  given  Matt.  ri.  9-12,  and  Luke  si.  2-4;  and 
His  discourse  concGraing  tbe  Fbariaeea.  Matt  xxiii.  and  Lutie  ss.  4Q. 

'  Neander's  explanation,  S24,  ttiat  the  original  document  of  MattlieiF  oF 
Hebrew  origin,  "  passed  throngh  Ibe  hands  of  the  Greek  editor,  who  has  in- 
eertcd  other  expressions  of  Christ  allied  to  those  in  the  organic  connection  of 
tbe  discourse,  but  spoken  on  other  occasions,"  is  one  ot  those  arbitrary  ss- 
eumptions,  whose  frequency  makes  so  much  of  Qeimnn  criticism  wartLless. 
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should  omit  those  portions  of  the  discourse  having  special 
reference  to  the  Jewisli  sects,  and  to  the  Moseuc  laws,  was 
in  accordance  with  the  general  scope,  of  his  Gospel  as  de- 
signed for  heathen  Christians ;  whilst  Matthew,  on  the 
other  hand,  writing  for  Jewish  Christians,  would  retain 
them.  To  this  Alford  and  others  object  that  in  some  cases 
Luke  is  fuller  than  Matthew,  (compare  Matt.  vii.  1,  2,  and 
Luke  vi,  37,  38.)  But,  as  has  been  said,  Matthew  may  not 
give  the  words  of  the  Lord  in  all  their  Mness ;  and  it  is  not 
at  all  inconsistent  with  the  fact  of  an  epitome  that  cert^n 
thoughts  should  be  more  fully  expanded  than  in  the  origi- 
nal, when  this  original  is  itself  but  an  epitome. 

There  is  still  another  argument  against  the  identity  of 
these  two  discourses,  based  upon  the  fitct  that  Matthew 
does  not  relate  his  own  call  (ix.  9)  till  he  bad  recorded  the 
sermon.  But  it  is  so  abundantly  established  that  Matthew 
does  not  follow  chronological  order,  that  this  is  of  no  im- 
portance. 

We  conclude,  then,  that  Matthew  gives  this  discourse 
substantially,  if  not  literally,  as  it  was  spoken,  and  that 
Luke  gives  the  same,  but  modified  to  meet  the  wants  of 
that  class  of  readers  for  whom  he  especially  wrote. 


Midsummer,  781.    a,  d,  28. 

Alter  the  sermon  waa  ended  Jesus  returns  to  Caper- 
mmin,  stJll  followed  by  the  multitudes.    Immediately    Matt.  viii.  5~13. 
after  His  return  Le  heals  the  centurion's  servant.     The    Ldke  vii.  I-IO. 
crowds  continuing  to  follow  Him  bo  that  He  has  no  time    Mare  ill.  20, 21. 
even  to  cat,  His  friends  become  alarmed  at  His  in- 
cessant labors,  and  thinking  Hira  bedde  Himself,  at- 
tempt to  restrain  Him. 

The  form  of  expression,  (Lute  vii.  1,)  "  Now  when  He 
had  ended  all  His  sayings  in  the  audience  of  the  people,  He 
entered  into  Capernaum,"  shows  that  He  was  at  no  great 
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distance,  and  that  no  long  interval  elapsed  between  the 
discourse  and  the  entry.  Mark,  (iri.  19,)  after  raeniiouing 
the  election  of  the  Twelve,  merely  adds,  "And  they  went 
into  a  house,"  or  more  literally,  "  went  home,"  tis  oixov, 
that  is,  to  His  house  in  Capernaum. 

Matthew  (viii.  1)  speaks  of  the  great  multitudes  that 
followed  lEm  descending  from  the  mountain ;  and  Mark 
(iii.  20)  of  "the  multitude  coming  together  again,"  aa  if 
after  a  temporary  dispersion,  such  as  was  natural  in  coming 
down  from  the  mountain,  they  had  re-assembled  in  the 
city,  and  doubtless  before  His  dwelling.  So  earnest  were 
they  to  see  and  hear  Him,  and  to  bring  to  Him  their  dck, 
that  He  found  no  time  even  to  eat,  (Mark  iii.  20.)  This 
intense  activity  in  teaching  and  working,  without  any  in- 
tervals for  repose,  alarmed  His  friends.  It  is  not  certain 
who  are  here  meant  by  "  His  friends,"  ot  Tap'  avrov.  The 
translation  in  the  mai-gin,  "  His  kinsmen,"  is  adopted  by 
many.'  Some  suppose  His  unbelieving  brothers  to  be 
especially  meant.'  Some,  as  Lichtenstein,  make  them  to 
be  the  disciples  other  than  the  Twelve ;  and  othei-s  still,  as 
Ebi'ard,  the  stvangera  or  people  of  the  house,  with  whom 
He  was  staying.  Probably  they  were  His  relatives,  His 
mother  and  brethren,  who,  if  still  resident  in  Nazareth,  had 
heard  of  His  great  labors,  and  now  came  to  seek  Him.  Their 
affection  would  naturally  make  thero  anxious  about  Him; 
and  their  near  relationship  to  Him  would  permit  them  to 
say,  "  He  is  beside  Himself,"  which  any  of  His  disciples 
would  scarcely  do.  This  however  does  not  indicate  that 
in  their  opinion  He  was  actually  insane,  but  merely  that  He 
was  prosecuting  Hia  work  with  too  great  zeal  and  energy. 
As  expressed  by  Stier,  "  Ho  does  too  much ;  forgets  all 
moderation — is  out  of  His  senses,  knows  not  what  He  is 

'  So  Alexander,  Stier,  Airord. 

'  Mayer  mukes  Uiem  to  have  recently  arrived  from  Naiareth ;  compare 
V.  SI ;  Lunge  to  bt  ali-cady  settied  at  Capernaum. 
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doing,  so  that  we  have  to  interfere."  This  language  did 
not  so  much  refer  to  the  matter  as  to  the  manner  of  His 
work.  Perliaps  they  may  have  had  in  mind  that  Ho  had 
spent  the  night  aione  upon  the  mountain,  and  so  had  teen 
for  a  time  without  food  and  sleep. 

It  appears  from  Luke,  (vii.  1)  compared  with  Matt.  (viij. 
5,)  that  the  healing  of  the  centurion's  servant  was  on  the 
day  of  His  return  from  the  mount.  As  the  centurion  seems 
to  have  been  a  resident  of  Capernaum,  for  ho  built  them 
their  synagogue,  (Luke  vii.  5,)  it  is  not  improbable  that  a 
Roman  garrison  was  stationed  there.'  That  the  elders 
should  come  to  make  the  request  is  wholly  in  accordance 
with  oriental  usage.'  That  they  were  willing  to  make  this 
request,  shows  that  at  this  time  no  general  hostility  had  yet 
developed  itself  against  Him  in  Capernaum. 

MiDSUMMEEj  781.       A.  D.  28. 

The  day  following  the  healing  of  the  centurion's    Lcke  vii.  il-17. 
servant  He  goes  to  Naiii,  accompanied  by  the  disciples 
and  many  people.    He  there  restores  to  life  the  EOn  of 
a  iFidow  as  Ihcy  were  bearing  him  to  the  grave.  Whilst 
condnuijig  His  ministry  in  that  part  of  Galilee,  John  the    Matt.  xi.  z-i». 
Bftpl^t,  nbo  hears  of  His  works,  sends  fi-om  his  prison    LuitB  vii.  IS-SB. 
a   message  to  Him  by  two    of  his  disciples.      Jesus 
answers  their  question,  and  addresses  the  multitude 
respecting  John. 

The  order  of  events  here  will  depend  upon  tlie  reading, 
Lube  vii.  11,  whether  ev  tjj  e^,  or  ev  rw  t^q^,  "the  day 
after,"  or  "  afterward."  The  weight  of  authority  is  in  favor 
of  the  former.' 

The  Lord  gives  Himself  no  rest,  but  enters  immediately 
upon  new  laboi-s.     From  this  time  the  Twelve  were  con- 
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staiitly  with  Him  til!  sent  forth  upon  their  mission.  Beside 
them  many  of  the  other  disciples  now  aocompanietl  Him,  as 
well  as  much  people. 

Haio  lies  on  the  northwest  declivity  of  the  hiil  ofLittle 
Hermoii,  commandiug  an  Extensive  view  over  the  plain 
of  Eadraelon,  and  the  northern  hills.  It  is  now  an  insig- 
nificant village,  with  no  remains  of  any  importance.  "  No 
convent,  no  tradition  marks  the  spot.  But  under  these  cir- 
cumstances, the  name  is  sufficient  to  guarantee  its  authen- 
ticity," ' 

As  the  Jews  usually  bui-ied  the  dead  upon  tlje  same 
day  they  died  and  before  sundown,'  it  has  been  questioned 
how  He  could  bave  reached  Nain  from  Capernisum  so  early 
in  the  day  as  to  meet  the  funeral  procession.  But  as  the 
distance  is  only  about  twenty-five  miles,  and  probably  less, 
it  might  be  walked  in  seven  or  eight  hours.  As  the  orien- 
tals walk  rapidly,  and  commence  their  journeys  early  in  the 
morning,  He  might  have  reached  Nain  by  noon,  or  a  little 
after. 

The  restoration  to  life  of  the  widow's  son  was  the  first 
work  of  this  kind  the  Lord  had  wrought,  and  naturally  pro- 
duced a  most  powerful  impression  on  ail  who  heard  of  it. 
All  saw  in  it  the  mighty  hand  of  God,  who  alone  conld 
bring  the  dead  to  life.  The  Evangelist  mentions  (Luke 
vii.  16)  that  "  there  came  a  fear  on  all,  and  they  glorified 
God,  saying.  That  a  great  prophet  is  risen  up  among  as," 
No  such  miracle  had  been  wrought  since  the  days  of  Elislia ; 
the  fame  of  it  "  went  forth  through  all  Judea,  and  through- 
out all  the  region  round  about,"  and  thus  coming  to  the 
ears  of  some  of  John's  disciples,  was  told  by  them  to  their 
master.  Luke  says,  (vii.  18,)  "And  the  disciples  of  John 
showed  him  of  all  these  things."  This  may  moan  that  they 
told  him  of  all  that  Jesus  had  recently  done,  His  works  of 

'  Stanley,  31B.  »  Winer,  ii.  16,  nolo  1. 
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healing,  the  choice  of  the  Twelve,  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount, 
as  well  as  of  this  work  at  Naln ;  and  also  of  His  great  popu- 
larity, and  of  the  crowds  that  continually  followed  Him, 
If  we  assume  that  the  place  of  John's  imprisonment  was 
Machaerus,'  a  fortress  in  the  southern  part  of  Perea,  just  on 
the  confines  of  Arabia,  some  days  at  least  must  have  elapsed 
between  this  miracle  and  the  coming  of  John's  messengers.' 
Perhaps  our  Lord  continued  during  this  interval  at  Nain, 
teaching  all  who  had  been  so  impressed  by  His  mighty 
work  that  they  had  ears  to  hear ;  or  He  may  have  visited 
the  adjacent  cities  and  villages ;  or  He  may,  after  a  brief 
circuit,  have  returned  to  Capernaum,  and  hither,  as  the 
place  of  His  readence,  John's  disciples  have  come. 

Some  place  this  miraclo  after  the  raising  of  the  daughter 
of  Jairus,  chiefly  because  the  former  is  a  greater  exhibition 
of  the  powers  of  Christ,  Thus  Trench'  says  of  the  three 
miracles  of  raising  the  dead,  that  "  they  are  not  exactly  the 
same  miracle  repeated  three  times  over,  but  may  be  con- 
templated as  an  ever-ascending  scale  of  diffitfulty,  each  a 
greater  ontcoming  of  the  power  of  Christ  than  the  preced- 
ing." But  this  is  more  plausible  than  sound.  If  there  be  such 
"  an  ever-ascending  scale  of  difficulty,"  wo  should  find  the 
Lord's  first  works  of  healing  less  mighty  than  the  later ; 
bat  this  is  not  the  case.  If  we  compare  the  two  miracles 
of  feeding  the  multitude,  the  first  is  the  more  stupendous. 
The  impression  which  the  raising  of  the  widow's  son  made 
on  all,  seems  plainly  to  show  that  it  was  the  first  of  its 
kind,  (Luke  vii.  16,  17.) 

Perhaps  the  message  of  the  Baptist  may  stand  in  close 
connection  with  the  great  miracle  at  Nain.  Such  a  work 
must  have  convinced  bim,  had  he  before  had  any  doubts, 
that  Jesus  was  divinely  sent,  and  that  the  mighty  power  of 
God  was  indeed  with  Ilim.     The  question  then,  "Art  thou 

1  Josephus,  War,  T,  G.  1-3.  >  See  Gteswell,  ii.  B2:.  *  Mir.  JE2. 
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He  that  should  come,  or  look  we  for  another  ?  "  may  bo  an 
intimation  that  Jesus  should  now  put  forth  in  direct  act 
that  resistless  power  of  which  He  had  just  shown  Himself 
to  be  possessed.  Art  thou  the  Messiah  ?  Act  then  as  the 
Messiah.  Thou  canst  raise  the  dead.  Thou  canst  fulfil  all 
the  covenant  promises  to  the  patriarchs  and  prophets. 
Purge  thy  floor ;  gather  the  wheat  into  thy  gamer ;  and 
baptize  with  the  Holy  Ghost. 

The  answer  of  the  Lord  to  the  messengers  meets  this 
state  of  mind.  He  refers  to  His  daily  works  as  being  truly 
Messianic,  and  such  as  befitted  Him  to  perform.  Not  acts 
of  judgment,  but  of  mercy,  belonged  to  His  office.  Hia 
work  was  now  to  heal  the  sick,  to  preach  the  Gospel  to  the 
poor,  to  raise  the  dead.  He  adds,  as  a  cawtion  to  John, 
~  I  he  whosoever  shall  not  be  offended  in  me." 

3  he  who  shall  understand  the  work  I  now  do,  and 
not  stumble  at  it. 

This  question  of  John  gives  Jesus  an  opportunity  to 
bear  His  direct  witness  to  him  as  a  prophet,  and  more, 
as  the  herald  of  the  Messiah,  {Matt.  xi.  9,  10.)  Ho  de- 
Clares  also  to  the  people,  that  if  they  will  receive  him,  he  is 
the  Elias  that  was  for  to  come ;  and  reproaches  them  that 
they  would  not  receive  John  or  Himself  in  either  of  their 
different  modes  of  working  or  teaching,  (Matt.  xi.  16-19  ; 
Luke  vii,  31-35.)  His  testimony  to  John  was  well  received 
by  the  people  and  the  publicans,  all  those  who  had  been 
baptized  by  him ;  but  not  by  the  Pharisees  and  lawyers, 
who  had  rejected  his  baptism,  (Luke  vii.  29,  30.) 

This  testimony  of  Jesus  to  John  as  the  herald  of  the 
Messiah,  was  a  plain  assertion,  though  an  indirect  one,  of 
His  own  Messianic  character.  But  John  was  now  in  prison. 
How  was  this  compatible  with  his  being  Elias  ?  How  could 
he  prepare  the  Lord's  way  ?  Did  not  this  very  fact  of  his 
imprisonment  conclusiviily  disprove  all  his  claims  to  be  the 
forerunner  of  the  Messiah  ?     This  tacit  objection  Jesus 
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niuistg  by  showing  that  it  depended  on  them,  whether  or 
no,  he  was  the  Bliaa.  If  they  received  him,  if  they  heark- 
ened to  hia  woi-ds,  and  permitted  him  to  do  his  worlr,  then 
he  would  be  to  them  that  prophet,  and  fulfil  all  that  waa  said 
of  Elias.  Eat  they  had  not  so  received  him ;  they  had  said 
of  him  that  he  had  a  devil ;  and  now  lie  was  shnt  np  in 
prison  ;  and  thus  the  Jews  were  made  clearly  to  nnderatand 
the  connection  between  John's  ministry  and  that  of  Jesus, 
and  bow  the  rejection  of  the  former  involved  that  of  the 
latter. 

Immediately  upon  these  words  conceraing  John,  follows 
in  Matthew  (si.  20-24)  an  address  to  the  cities  Bethaaida, 
Chorazin,  and  Capernaum.  It  is  given  by  Luke  later,  and 
in  connection  ivith  the  mission  of  the  seventy  disciples, 
(Lake  x.  13-16.)  Wo  shall  discuss  its  right  position  when 
we  consider  that  mission. 


AUT0MS,  781.     A.  D.  28. 

Jesus  i^ines  with  a  Pharisee  named  Simon,  and  while    Luke  vii.  3G-G0. 
at  the  table  is  anointed  by  a  woraaa  who  is  a  sinner. 
In  reply  to  Simon's  complaint  He  relates  the  parable  of 
the  two  debtors.     He  continues  His  circuit  in  Galilee    Luke  viii.  1-3. 
with  the  Twelve,  and  also  accompanied  by  certain  women. 

This  dining  with  a  Pharisee,  and  anointing,  are  men- 
tioned only  by  Luke,  (vii,  86-50,)  and  are  not  to  be  con- 
foanded  with  later  events  of  a  like  kind  mentioned  by  Mat' 
thew  xxvi.  6-13,  Mark  xiv.  3-9,  John  xii.  2-9.  Tho  iact 
that  both  persons  at  whose  houses  these  feasts  took  place 
bore  the  name  of  Simon,  is  not  strange,  when  we  remember 
how  very  common  this  name  was.  They  are  sufficiently 
distinguished  by  the  addition  in  Luke  of  "  Pharisee,"  and 
in  the  other  Evangelists  of  "  leper."  Where  this  Simon 
lived  is  uncertdo.  Some  have  supposed  at  Nain,  as  the  city 
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last  named,'  others  at  Caperaamn.'  Tliose  who  make  this 
Simon  the  same  as  Simon  the  lepei',  place  the  feast  at  Beth* 
any;  Romish  tradition,  which  holds  the  woman  to  have 
been  Maiy  Magdalene,  gives  the  place  as  Mtigdala,  where 
Jesus  was  on  His  return  toward  Capernaum.' 

The  identification  of  this  woman,  who  was  a  sinner,  with 
Mary  Magdalene  (Luke  viii.  2)  rests  upon  no  sufficient 
gi-ounds.  Lardner  argues'  that  Mary  was  a  woman  of 
quality  on  the  ground  that  she  is  twice  mentioned  before 
Joanna,  (Luke  viii.  3  and  xxiv.  10,)  who  was  wife  of  Her- 
od's steward.  So  the  first  place  is  often  given  her  by  the 
Evangelists,  (Matt,  xxvii.  56  and  (il ;  xxviii.  1 ;  Mark  xv. 
40  and  41 ;  but  see  John  xix.  26.)  This  was  noticed  by 
Grotius,  who  inferred  from  it  that  she  was  of  higher  rank 
than  the  other  women.  She  seems  also  to  have  been  at 
the  expense  of  the  spices  for  the  Lord's  burial.  The 
mention  of  her  name  with  those  of  the  other  honorable 
women  who  attended  the  Lord  in  His  journeys,  and  min- 
istered to  Him  of  their  substance,  is  inconsistent  with 
the  fact  of  a  previous  loose  life ;  for  such  an  one  the 
Lord  would  not  have  permitted  to  be  an  attendant,  or  the 
other  women  have  consented  to  it.  Lardner  adds:  "I 
conceive  of  her  as  a  woman  of  fine  understanding  and 
known  virtue  and  discretion,  with  a  dignity  of  behavior 
becoming  her  age,  her  wisdom,  and  her  high  station."  It 
is  generally  admitted  that  this  woman,  described  as  a 
sinner,  wasof  unchaste  life.  The  text,  as  given  by  Tisch- 
endorf  and  Alford,  changes  somewhat  the  meaning ;  "  a 
woman  which  was  in  the  city,  a  sinner."  Alford  remarks  : 
"  We  must  either  -render  '  which  was  a  sinner  in  the  city,' 

'  GrCBwell,  Wieseler.  '  Eobinson,  Meyer. 

s  Friedlieb,  316,  not*,  who  supposes  that  the  pluoc  of  John's  imprison- 
ment was  in  the  neighborbood  oOlagdala. 

*  See  Lardner's  letter  to  Hunway  on  Mngdalen  Houses,  vol,  x.  £ST ;  also 
Townsend,  part  iii.,  .note  5S. 
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L  e.,  known  aa  sucb  In  the  place  by  public  repute,  carrying 
on  a  sinful  occupation  in  the  plaee  ;  or  regard  it  aa  paren- 
thetic, '  which  was  in  the  city  a  dnner.'  The  latter  seems 
preferable."  Lightfoot  (in  loeo)  mdntains  that  this  woman 
was  Mary  Magdalene,  who  was  the  same  as  Mavy  sister  of 
Lazarus,  Ho  therefore  identifies  Magdala  with  Bethany, 
as  very  near  to  Jerusalem,  and  affirms  that  it  was  distin- 
guished for  the  unehastity  of  the  inhabitants.  Thus  Mary 
Magdalene  twice  anointed  the  Lord,  now  and  at  the  be- 
ginning of  His  Pasdon.'    This  is  without  proof. 

Whether  the  journey  (Luke  viii.  1-3)  made  in  company 
with  "  the  Twelve  and  certMn  women,"  was  a  continuation 
of  the  circuit  from  Nain  is  not  certain,  though  most  prob- 
able. If,  however,  the  anointing  was  at  Capernaum,  this 
may  refer  to  a  new  circuit.  The  remark  of  EOicott  (184) 
that  "  this  circuit  could  not  have  lasted  mncb  above  a  day 
or  two  after  the  miracle  at  Nain,"  ia  plainly  at  variance 
with  the  Evangelist's  language,  (viii.  1,)  that  "He  went 
thi-oughout  every  city  and  village  preaching,"  which  upon 
its  face  implies  a  circuit  of  considerable  duration.'  This 
circuit  is  distinguished  from  His  former  ones  by  the  attend- 
ance of  these  women,  whose  names  are  mentioned :  Mary 
Magdalene,  Joanna,  mfe  of  Chuza  Hei-od's  steward,  and 
Susannah,  and  many  others.  Nothing  is  historically  known 
of  any  of  these  persona  more  than  is  here  related.  Their 
attendance  on  the  Lord  may  perhaps  be  regarded  as 
marking  an  onward  step  in  His  ministry.  Whether  from  this 
time  they  generally  accompanied  Him  in  His  journeys  is 
not  stated,  but  is  not  improbable.     (See  Luke  xxiii.  55.) 

■  In  favor  of  the  identity  of  Mary  MagdaJene  with  this  sinner,  see  Baro- 
nius;  Sepp,iii.2«;  Ooslenee  in  loco  ;  contra,  Mej-cr,  Winer.  For  a  gen- 
eral  diaoaasion  of  the  point,  see  Hcriog'a  Encyc,  Tol.  in.  102. 

=  It  is  impossible,  without  great  riolence  to  language,  to  coinprcss  so 
muchofllieLord's  work  into  the  brief  interval  between  Purim  and  llie  PasS' 
oier  following,  as  Ellicott  is  compelled  to  do  by  assiuaing  that  the  feast 
(John  T.  1}  is  Purim. 
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Returning  to  CapemHum,  the  Lord  heala  one  pos-    Matt.  xii.  22-4B. 
sesscd  Tfith  a  devit,  blind  and  dumb.    The  Pharisees    Marc  iii.  22-SO. 
Iiproupon  oliarge  Ilim  with  casting  out  devils  by  (he  help 
of  Sedzcbub,  nnil  some,  tempting  Him,  ask  a  sign 
from  heaven.    He  cepliea  to  theu'  charge,  and  while 
speaking  it  ia  announced  to  Him  that  Hia  mother  and    Matt.  xii.  4G-60. 
brothcen  stand  without,  denting  to  see  ilim.   He  points    Lhke  viii,  19-21. 
1«  His  iliscipieB,  and  says.  Behold  my  mother  and  ny    Mark  iii.  Sl-gO. 
brethren. 

There  iiS  not  a  little  difficulty  in  tbe  an-angement  of 
these  events.  We  have  first  to  inquire  whether  the  heal- 
ing in  Matt.  xii.  22  ia  identical  with  that  in  Luke  si.  14  ? ' 
There  are  two  cases  of  healing  of  dumb  possessed  persona 
related  by  Matthew .  first  in  ix.  32,  second  iu  xii.  22.  These 
liave  much  in  common,  and  at  both  did  the  Pharisees  make 
the  charge  that  Jesus  cast  out  devils  through  the  prince  of 
the  devils.  There  is,  however,  this  important  difieronee, 
that  in  the  former  the  possessed  was  dumb  only,  in  the  lat- 
ter, both  dumb  and  blind.  In  the  healing  related  by  St, 
Luke  the  possessed  was  dumb.  Some,  as  Greewell,  find 
here  three  distinct  cases  of  healing  ;  others  identify  ftiat  in 
Luke  with  that  in  Matt,  ix.  32;'  but  most  with  that  in 
Matt.  xii.  22.  The  chief  ground  for  this  identity  is  the 
great  similarity  of  the  Lord's  reply,  as  given  by  the  two 
Evangelists  to  the  charge  that  He  cast  out  devils  by  Beel- 
zebub. (Compare  Matt.  xii.  25-45  with  Lute  xi.  17-36.) 
Against  this  identity  is  the  position  in  which  it  is  placed  by 
Luke,  as  if  occurring  during  the  Lord's  last  journey  to 
Jerusalem.  Matthew  also  calls  tbe  possessed  "  blind  and 
dumb ; "  Luke  only  "  dumb."    But  this  difibrence  is  un- 
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important.  All  depends  upon  the  point  whether  Christ's 
reply  to  the  Pharisees  is  identical  in  the  two  EvangeHsta. 
In  fevor  of  this  is  the  general  similarity  in  thought  and  ex- 
pression, malting  it  improbable  that  we  have  the  reports 
of  two  distinct  discourses.  On  the  other  hand,  Luke  brings 
it  into  immediate  connection  with  a  dinner  at  the  house  of 
a  Pharisee,  (v.  37,)  which  seems  upon  internal  grounds  to 
have  been  at  a  later  period.'  Some,  however,  do  not  think 
this  dinner  with  the  Pharisee  to  have  followed  immediately 
upon  the  preceding  discourse,  and  render  the  phrase  "And 
as  He  spake,"  tv  Se  rui  XaXipai,  as  meaning  simply,  "  at 
some  time  when  He  was  teaching,"  and  thus  find  in  it  no 
chronological  sequence.'  This  is  hardly  satisfactory.  Shall 
we  then  say  that  all  that  Luke  relates  (va.  14-54)  is  in 
chronological  order  ?  It  is  not  impossible  that  all  from 
V.  29  may  be  referred  to  a  later  period,  as  he  seems  to 
bring  together,  (vs.  15, 16,)  the  charges  of  the  Pharisees, 
which  Matthew  keeps  distinct,  Krafft  (85)  attempts  to 
show  that  the  discourse  given  by  Matthew  (xii,  25-45)  was 
not  all  spoken  at  once,  nor  has  reference  to  the  same  mir- 
acle. In  chapter  is.  32-34  mention  is  made  of  the  healing 
of  a  dnrab  possessed  man,  when  a  like  chaise  was  made  by 
thQ  Pharisees  that  He  cast  out  devils  through  the  prince 
of  the  devils.  It  is  in  connection  with  this  miracle  that 
Krafil  would  place  what  Matthew  narrates  in  xii.  38-46. 
But  this  division  seems  arbitrary.  It  is  by  no  means  im- 
possible that  this  healing  of  the  dumb  possessed  man  in 
Luke  is  to  be  identified  with  the  healing  in  Matt.  ix.  32." 
It  is  however  very  difficult  to  reach  any  satisfactory  con- 
clusion. 


■  Sm  His  words  to  the  Pharisees  preaent  ot  the  dinne 
indicate  that  the  breach  between  Hio!  and  them  was  irrcp 

'  Norton,  notes,  Ses, 

'  So  Tisohendorf,  who  makes  Luke  si.  17-28  =  Matt,  x 
29-33  =  Mati  lii,  33-42. 
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According  to  many  harmonists,  tlie  two  Evangelists 
refer  to  two  distinct  eases  of  healing,  and  give  two  distinct 
discourses.'  It  is  remarked  hy  Greswell  that  cures  of  dia- 
possesBion  were  among  the  eaiiiest  and  commonest  of  the 
Saviour's  miracles,  and  that  Matthew  himself  gives  two 
alike  in  almost  every  feature,  and  in  both  the  same  charge 
of  being  aided  by  the  prince  of  the  devils,  vras  brought 
against  Him.  It  is  not,  therefore,  to  be  thought  strange 
that  ilia  reply  upon  different  occasions  should  be  substan- 
tially the  same.  There  is  much  force  in  this,  and  notwith- 
standing the  strong  objection  that  two  distinct  discoursea 
should  have  so  much  in  common,  we  shall,  in  the  absence 
of  all  definite  data,  assume  that  Matthew  and  Luke  refer  to 
different  eases  of  healing,  and  give  different  discoui-ses. 

Tliat  the  healing  of  the  dumb  and  blind  possessed  man 
took  place  at  Capernaum,  may  be  inferred  from  the  men- 
tion of  "the  sciibea  which  came  down  from  Jeiusalem," 
(Mark  lii.  22,)  and  who  would  naturally  seek  Him  in  the 
plaee  of  Ilia  residence.  Their  presence  at  this  time  may 
be  ascribed  fo  the  powerful  impres&ion  which  the  raising 
of  tlie  widow's  son  at  Nain  bad  made  upon  all  who  heard 
of  it,  and  the  consequent  necessity  on  the  part  of  His  ene- 
mies of  taking  some  steps  to  counteract  it.  The  euro  of 
the  possessed,  It  is  said,  amazed  the  people,  and  led  them 
to  ask,  "Is  not  this  the  Son  of  David?"  So  fiir  as  wo 
know,  this  was  the  first  time  that  this  specially  Messianic 
title  had  been  ^ven  Him ;  nor  docs  it  clearly  appear  what 
there  was  in  this  miracle  that  should  lead  them  thus  to 
speak.  It  would,  however,  naturally  arouse  the  jealousy 
of  the  Pharisees,  and  make  them  the  more  eager  to  oppose 
Him.  As  the  fact  of  the  healing  was  beyond  dispute,  they 
could  only  assert  that  it  was  done  through  the  aid  of  the 
prince  of  the  devils.  This  ascription  of  His  miracles  to 
Satanic  agency  marks  a  decided  progress  in  Pharisaic  hos- 
•  McKuight,  Greawell 
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tSity.  Heretofore  they  had  said  of  Him  that  He  ■was  a 
Sabbath-breaker  and  a  blasphemer  ;  now  they  say  that  He 
ia  in  league  with  evil  spirits.  And  this  charge  reached 
much  farther  than  this  particular  miracle.  It  was  virtually 
ascribing  all  that  He  s^d  and  did  to  a  diabolical  oiigia, 
and  made  tlie  Spirit  of  God  that  rested  upon  Him  to  be 
the  spirit  of  Beelzebub ;  and  hence  the  severity  of  His  lan- 
guage in  reply,  (Matt.  xii.  34.) 

It  appears  from  Mark  (iii.  22)  that  those  who  made  this 
charge  were  the  scribes  ■which  came  down  from  Jerusalem. 
Luke  (xi.  IS)  uses  the  indefinite  expression,  "  some  of  them 
said."  Matthew  {xii.  24)  refers  it  to  the  Phaiisees.  These 
sciibes  were  doubtless  themselves  Pharisees,  perhaps  also 
priests,  or  Levites.  Alexander  well  remarks ;  "  It  is  a  serious 
error  to  suppose  that  these  descriptive  titles  are  exclusive  of 
each  other,  and  denote  so  many  independent  classes,  whereas 
they  only  denote  different  characters  or  relations,  which 
might  all  meet  in  one  and  the  same  person,  as  being  at  the 
same  time  a  priest  and  Levite  by  descent  and  sabred  office, 
a  scribe  by  profession,  and  a  Pharisee  in  sentiment  and 
party  connection,"  It  is  not  improbable  that  thoy  came 
as  a  formal  deputation  to  watch  His  proceedings,  and  to 
organize  His  enemies  against  Him  throughout  Galilee. 
Doubtless  their  calumny  that  He  was  aided  by  Beelzebub, 
was  caught  up  and  reiterated  by  the  Pharisees  of  Ca- 
pernaum, 

The  visit  of  His  mother  and  brethren  is  mentioned  by 
all  the  Synoptists ;  and  that  it  occurred  during,  or  imme- 
diately after,  the  reply  to  the  Pharisees,  appears  from 
Matt.  xii.  46.  Luke  {viii.  19)  has  it  in  another  connection, 
but  without  any  note  of  time.  It  is,  perhaps,  feirly  infer- 
rible that  they  now  resided  at  Capernaum.^  It  is  evident 
that  Mary  and  His  brethren  were  presuming  too  much  on 
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their  near  relationship  to  Ilini,  and  that  He  wished  to  teach 
them  tbat  when  engaged  in  His  Father's  worlr,  merely  hu- 
man bonds  must  give  place  to  higher  obligationa.  Mary 
here  showed  the  same  spirit  that  twice  before  He  had  re- 
buked, (Luke  lL  49 ;  John  ii.  4.) 


Autumn,  781.     a.  d.  28. 

The  same  day  lie  left  Ills  house  and  sat  by  the  aca-  Matt.  xiii.  1-52, 

side,  and  asthe  midtitudes  gathered  toUim,  He  entered  MiitsiT.  1-34. 

a  ship  and  taught  thew  in  parables.   At  the  close  of  the  Luke  viii.  4-16. 

daj  Ho  gives  commandment  to  depart  to  the  other  side.  Matt,  viii,  18-27. 

As  thej  were  preparing  to  go,  lie  holds  a  conversation  Luke  ik.  87-60. 

with  a  scribe,  and  with  one  of  Hia  disciples  about  fol-  Minn  iv,  3S-41. 

lowing  Him.    He  enters  the  ship  with  the  disciples,  and  Lusx  viii.  22-2B. 
crosses  the  sea.    ITpon  the  v».y  a  violent  tempest  arises ; 
Jesus  rebukes  the  wind  and  waves,  and  there  is  a 
great  cahn. 

There  is  no  reason  why  the  language  of  Matthew  "  in 
the  same  day,"  ei-  rjjttpa  t«tivj) — should  not  here  be  taken 
strictly,  although  sometimes  used  indefinitely,  (Acts  viii.  1.) 
It  was  the  same  day  as  that  on  which  His  mother  and 
brethren  visited  Him,  and  on  which  He  healed  the  blind 
and  dumb  possessed.  Mark  (iv.  1)  has  the  same  order. 
Luke  (viii.  4-19)  narrates  the  teaching  in  parables  before 
His  mother's  visit.  The  similarity  of  statement  is  so  marked 
in  Matt.  viii.  19-22,  and  Luko  ix.  67-60,  that  we  can 
scarce  doubt  that  they  are  describing  the  same  incidents. 
Their  repetition  is  indeed  possible,  zs  affirmed  by  Stier,  but 
improbable.  They  seem  most  fittingly  arranged  in  the  or- 
der in  which  thoy  are  placed  by  Matthew. 

It  is  a  question  whether  all  the  pai-ables  given  by  Mat- 
thew(xiii.)  were  spoken  at  once;  and  if  not,  when  and  where? 
Mark,  although  he  gives  only  those  of  the  Sower  and  the 
mustard  seed,  implies  that  there  were  others,  (iv.  2,)  "And 
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He  taught  them  many  things  by  parables;"  language  almost 
the  same  as  that  of  Matthew,  (xui.  3,)  "  And  He  spake 
many  things  unto  them  in  parables."  After  He  had  spoken 
the  pai'able  of  the  Sower,  it  is  said  (Matt.  xiii.  lo)  that  His 
disdples  came  to  ask  Him  why  He  spslke  in  parables. 
Mark  {iv.  10)  says :  "  When  He  was  alone,"  they  asked  of 
Him  the  parable.  Whether  He  was  yet  in  the  ship,  or  had 
gone  to  the  shore,  does  not  appear.  Greswel!  attempts  to 
show  that  the  disciples  did  not  ask  any  explanation  of  the 
parable  of  the  Sower  at  this  time,  but  only  why  He  spake 
in  parables  at  all.  Afterward,  when  He  had  gone  into  the 
house,  (Matt.  xiii.  36,)  they  asked  Him  the  meaning  of  this 
particular  parable,  and  also  of  the  tares.  This  involves 
more  difficulties  than  it  removes.  Kraffib  makes  the  teach- 
ing in  parables  to  have  occupied  at  least  two  days.  {See 
Lake  viii.  22,  who  makes  a  distinction  between  the  day  of  the 
visit  of  His  mother  and  brethren,  and  that  when  He  spake 
the  parable  of  the  Sower.)  Iq  this  case,  IMark  (iv.  35)  refers 
not  to  the  day  when  He  wont  down  to  the  sea-side,  but  to 
the  day  foUowmg.  Stier  supposes  the  seven  parables  of 
Matthew  to  have  been  spoken  on  one  day ;  the  first  foar 
to  the  people  on  the  shore,  the  Jast  three  to  the  disciples 
in  the  bouse.  After  several  parables  had  been  spoken, 
there  was  a  pause,  (Mark  iv.  10 ;  Matt.  xiii.  10,)  and  then 
the  questions  following  were  asked. 

It  must  remain  doubtful  whether  this  teaching  in  par- 
ables did  not  occupy  more  than  one  day.  If,  however,  we 
limit  it  to  one,  we  may  give  the  following  order  of 
events  as  a  probable  one.  After  Jesus  had  spoken  the 
parable  of  the  Sower,  He  paused  for  a  while,  perhaps  to 
give  His  hearers  time  to  reflect  upon  it.  During  this  in- 
terval, the  Twelve  and  other  disciples  asked  Him,  first,  why 
He  taught  in  parables,  and  second,  what  this  parable  was? 
Where  these  questions  were  asked,  is  uncertain.  Two  cir- 
cumstances only  define  it :  (hat  "  He  was  alone,"  (Mark  iv. 
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10,)  or  separated  from  the  multitude  ;  and  that  "  the  disci- 
ples came  to  Him,"  (Matt.  xiii.  10.)  Al!  this  may  have  taken 
place  while  He  was  stiil  in  the  boat,  in  which  with  Him  were 
doubtless  the  Twelve,  and  others  may  have  joined  them. 
By  withdrawing  a  little  way  from  the  shore,  they  would  be 
strictly  alone.  Greawell  (ii.  440)  objects  that  the  multitude 
could  not  be  called  "  those  that  are  without,"  (Mark  iv.  11,) 
unless  Jesus  and  the  disciples  were  somewhere  within,  that 
is,  in  a  house  ;  but  the  distinction  is  more  subtle  than  solid. 
After  His  explanations  to  the  disciples,  Jesus  again  teaches 
the  people,  and  adds  the  parables  of  the  tares  and  wheat, 
the  mustard  seed,  and  the  leaven.  At  this  point,  dismiss- 
ing the  multitude.  He  returns  to  His  house,  and  His  dis- 
ciples coming  to  Him,  He  expounds  to  them  the  tares  and 
wheat,  and  adds  the  parables  of  the  liid  treasure,  the  pearl, 
and  the  net.  Going  again  at  even  to  the  shore,  and  the 
multitudes  gathering  around  Him,  He  gives  order  to  pass 
to  the  other  side.  The  disciples,  therefore,  send  away  the 
people,  and  take  Him  as  He  was  in  the  ship.' 

This  teaching  in  parables  plainly  marks  an  onward  step 
in  the  Lord's  ministry.  He  had  now  testified  of  Himself 
both  in  word  and  deed,  had  manifested  Himself  as  the  Mes- 
siah; and  it  was  becoming  apparent  to  Him  that  the  great 
body  of  the  people  had  no  discernment  of  His  divine  char- 
acter and  mission,  and  would  not  receive  Him,  however  they 
might  for  a  time  be  personally  attracted  to  Him,  and  marvel 
at  His  words  and  works.  The  Pharisees,  the  spiritual 
leaders  both  at  Jerusalem  and  in  Galilee,  had  taken  decided 
steps  against  Him ;  and  though  with  the  common  people 
His  popularity  seemed  now  at  its  height.  He  discerned  that 
there  was  no  root  of  faith,  and  that  moat  followed  Him 
through  motives  of  wonder,  or  idle  curiosity.  He  could, 
therefore,  well  speak  of  them  (Matt.  xiii.  13-15)  as  h 

'  See  Newcome,  Hnr.  253. 
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His  words,  and  yet  not  understanding  them,  as  seeing  His 
■works  and  not  perceiving  their  significaace.  To  thcni  Ho 
conld  not  explain  the  mysteries  of  the  Kingdom.  He  must 
use  the  form  of  the  parable  which,  hiding  its  meaning  from 
the  cai-elesa  and  foolish,  opened  it  to  the  diligent  and  wise 
seeker  after  truth. 

The  motive  of  the  Lord  in  crossing  the  late  is  not  stated, 
but  apparently  it  was  to  escape  the  crowds  never  satisfied 
with  hearing  Him,  and  to  find  rest,  (Matt,  viii.  18.)  His 
disciples  "  took  Him  as  He  was  in  the  ship,"  or  without 
any  prepai'ation  for  the  journey ;  which  implies  that  it  was 
not  premeditated,  but  suddenly  determined  on,  (Mai-k  iv. 
36.)  It  was  "  even,"  probably  near  sundown,  when  they 
left  the  shore,  and  wearied  by  the  labors  of  the  day  the 
Lord  soon  fell  asleep.  Whilst  thus  sleeping  a  fierce  storm 
burst  upon  them.  How  exposed  is  the  Sea  of  Galilee,  from 
its  peculiar  position,  to  these  storms,  all  travellers  have  re- 
marked, but  few  have  had  any  personal  experience  of  their 
iiiry.  Thomson,  (ii.  32,)  however,  was  for  several  days  upon 
its  shores  during  one  of  them,  the  character  of  which  he 
thus  describes :  "  To  understand  the  causes  of  these  sudden 
and  violent  tempests  we  must  remember  that  the  lako  ilea 
low,  six  hundred  feet  lower  than  the  ocean ;  that  the  vast 
and  naked  plateaus  of  the  Janlan  rise  to  a  great  height, 
spreading  backward  to  the  wilds  of  the  Hauran,  and  up- 
ward to  snowy  Hermon ;  that  the  water-courses  have  cat 
out  profound  ravines,  and  wild  gorges  converging  to  the 
head  of  the  lake,  and  that  these  act  like  gigantic  funnels  to 
draw  down  the  cold  winds  from  the  mountains.  And 
moreover,  these  winds  are  not  only  violent,  but  they  come 
down  suddenly,  and  often  when  the  sky  is  perfectly  clear, 
I  once  went  in  to  swim  near  the  hot  baths,  and  before  I 
was  aware  a  wind  came  rushing  over  the  clifi's  with  such 
force  that  it  was  with  great  difficulty  1  could  regain  the 
shore."     Of  another  storm,  when  on  the  eastern  side,  he 
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says:  "The  sun  had  scarcely  set  when  the  wind  began  to 
rush  down  toward  the  lake,  and  it  continued  all  night  long 
with  constantly  increasing  violence,  so  that  when  we  reached 
the  shore  next  morning,  the  face  of  the  lake  was  like  a  hugo 
toiling  caldron." — "  We  had  to  double-pin  all  the  tent  ropea, 
and  frequently  were  obliged  to  hang  with  our  whole  weight 
upon  them  to  keep  the  quivering  tabernacle  from  being 
carried  off  bodily  into  the  air." 

Tiie  attempts  to  determine  at  what  season  of  the  year 
the  parables  were  spoken,  through  the  natural  analogies 
upon  which  tbey  are  baaed,  as  Newton  inferred  that  it  was 
seed-time,  or  about  November,  because  of  the  reference  to 
the  sowing  of  seed,  lead  to  no  substantial  result.  So  also 
the  storm  does  not,  aa  said  by  Kewton,  define  the  time  as 
winter;  or  aa  an  equinoctial  quarter  of  the  year,  as  said  by 
Greswell.  That  it  waa  during  the  late  autumn  or  early 
winter  is  upon  other  grounds  probable. 


Autumn,  781.     a.  d.  28. 

After  the  stilling  of  the  tempest  He  comes  to  the    Matt.  viii.  28-Sl. 
countrj'  of  the  Gergesenca,   Aa  He  landed  He  was  mot    Maee  v,  1-18, 
by  two  men  posaessed  by  demons,  whose  dwelling  was    Luke  viii.  26-39. 
in  the  tombs  near  by.    Beholding  JesuB  they  run  to 
meet  Bhu,  nud  Ho  coating  out  the  demons  permits 
them  to  enter  a  herd  of  swine  that  waa  feeding  near. 
The  swine  so  possessed  run  down  the  liill-side  into  the 
sea,  and  bo  perish,  and  the  InhabitnntB  coming  to  Him 
desire  Him  to  depart  from  their  coasts.     After  direct- 
ing the  healed  demoniacs  to  proclaim  through  Decap-    Maee  t.  19, 20. 
olis  what  had  been  done  for  them.  Ho  returns  to  Ca-    Matt.  ii.  1. 
pemallm. 

As  the  Lord  left  the  shore  at  even,  and  afterward  fell 
asleep,  we  may  infer  that  the  storm  came  on  in  the  night. 
The  landing  at  Gergesa  on  the  eastern  side  must  then  have 
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been  the  next  morning,  as  there  is  no  mention  that  He  re- 
turned tbat  night  to  Capernaum,  or  landed  elsewhefe.  He 
was  met  by  the  demoniacs  so  soon  as  He  came  ont  of  the 
ship ;  and  that  it  was  broad  daylight  appears  from  the  fact 
that  He  was  seen  by  them  afar  off,  (Mark  v.  2-6.)' 

The  exact  spot  where  Jesus  met  the  demoniacs  is  un- 
certain. The  first  point  of  difliculty  is  to  harmonize  the 
various  readings  of  the  Synoptists.  Without  entering  into 
a  discussion  upon  this  point,  which  could  lead  to  no  definite 
result,  we  find  mentioned  three  distinct  places,  Gadara, 
Gerasa,  and  Gergesa.  Of  the  two  former  wo  have  some 
knowledge.  Gadara  is  mentioned  by  Josephus"  as  the 
capital  of  Perea,  and  as  destroyed  by  Vespasian.  It  is  gen- 
erally admitted  that  it  stood  upon  the  site  now  known  as 
Um  Kcis,  where  very  considerable  ruins  are  still  visible. 
Um  Keis  lies  some  six  or  eight  miles  southeast  of  the  Sea 
of  Galilee,  and  about  sixteen  miles  from  Tiberias,  and  three 
soutli  of  the  Jarmuk,  or  ancient  Hieroiiiax.  Gerasa  is  also 
mentioned  by  Josephus'  as  lying  upon  the  eastern  border 
of  Perea,  and  as  captured  by  a  tieutenaiit  of  Vespasian, 
"  In  the  Roman  age  no  city  of  Palestine  was  better  known 
than  Gerasa.  It  is  situated  amid  the  mountains  of  Gilead 
twenty  miles  east  of  the  Jordan,  and  twenty-fivo  north  of 
Philadelphia,  the  ancient  Eabbath  Ammon,"*  Gergesa  is 
mentioned  by  Origen  as  an  ancient  city  lying  upon  the 
Lake  of  Tiberias,  and  near  the  shore,  and  he  adds  that  the 
precipice  was  still  pointed  out  from  which  the  swine  rushed 
into  the  sea.'  Alford,  however,  doubts  whether  thero  ever 
was  a  town  named  Gergesa  near  the  lake ;  still,  as  he  thinks 
that  "  Gergesenes"  in  the  text  could  not,  as  a  conjecture  of 
Origen,  have  found  its  way  into  so  many  ancient  versions 

1  See  Graswcll,  ii.  S85.  '  War,  4. 1.  3. 

=  War,  3.  S.  3  ;   4.  S.  1.  '  Smith's  Diet.  Bible,  i.  B78. 

»  Origen  quoted  ia  Alford  on  Matt  viii.  28 ;  see  Kelttnd,  SOfi. 


icioy  Google 


212  TUE  llFJi   OF  OUK  LOKD. 

and  maimscripts,  he  adopts  it  as  the  true  reading.'  He 
adda :  "  We  cannot  say  that  a  part  of  the  territory  of  Ga- 
dara  may  not  have  been  known  to  those,  who,  like  Mat- 
thew, were  locally  intimate  with  the  shores  of  the  lake,  by 
this  ancient  and  generally  disused  name." 

Regarded  merely  as  a  question  of  topography,  Gorasa 
must  lie  at  once  rejected  as  the  place  of  this  meeting  with 
the  demoniacs,  because  too  distant ;  unless  indeed  we  sup- 
pose it  to  have  been  the  name  of  a  province  so  large  as  to 
embrace  Gadara  and  all  the  region  to  the  lake.  So  also 
Gadara,  if  the  city  be  meant,  is  too  remote  to  answer  to 
the  coiidiiiona  of  the  narrative,  for  this  plainly  implies  that 
tho  city  was  upon,  or  near  the  shore.  Mark  (v.  2)  says: 
"  And  when  He  was  come  out  of  the  ship  immediately  there 
met  Him  out  of  tho  tombs,"  &c.  Luke  (viii.  27)  says: 
"  And  when  He  went  forth  to  land  there  met  Him  out  of 
the  city  a  certain  man,"  Ac.  These  statements  cannot  well 
be  explained  otherwise  than  that  the  demoniacs  met  Him, 
as  observed  by  Alexander,  "  as  He  landed,  not  merely  after 
He  had  done  so,  which  wonld  admit  of  an  indefinite  inter- 
val; whercaa  the  landing  and  the  meeting  were  simulta- 
neous, or  immediately  successive."  It  is  not  indeed  said 
that  the  place  of  landing  was  closo  to  the  city,  but  Jesus 
does  not  seem  to  have  left  tho  spot  where  the  demoniacs 
met  Him  upon  the  shore,  and  to  which  "the  whole  city 
came  out  to  meet"  Him ;  from  which  circumstance  it  may 
fairly  be  infen-ed  that  tho  city  was  at  no  great  distance. 
Besides,  although  the  place  where  the  swine  were  feeding 
is  spoken  of  as  "  a  good  way  oif,"  yet  it  was  obviously  near 
the  lake,  for  it  is  simply  said  that  after  their  possession  they 
ran  down  a  steep  place  into  the  sea,  Thomson  (ii.  35)  sat- 
ia&ctorily  shows  that  this  city  could  not  be  Gadara.    "  I 

'  Bleelt  (Sjnoptiaehe  Erklfirung  i.  365)  thinks  Orjgen'a  words  show  that 
there  naa  such  a  place  in  his  da;,  the  Iraditioual  site  of  Ibe  miracle,  and  one 
ODSireciQg  to  its  conditions, 
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take  for  granted,  wJiat  I  believe  to  be  true,  that  TJm  Keis 
marks  the  site  of  Gadara,  and  it  was  therefore  about  three 
hours  to  the  south  of  the  extreme  shore  of  the  lake  in  that 
direction.  There  is  first  a  broad  plain  from  Kburbet  Sa- 
rura  to  the  Jarmuk ;  then  the  vast  govge  of  this  river,  and 
after  it  an  aseent  for  an  hour  and  a  half  to  Um  Keis.  No 
one,  Z  think,  Tvill  maintain  that  this  meets  the  requirements 
of  the  sacred  narratives,  but  ia  in  irreconcilable  contradic- 
tion to  them.  It  is  true  that  a  celebrated  traveller,  from 
his  lofty  stand-point  at  TTm  Keis,  overlooks  all  intervening 
obstacles,  and  makes  the  ewino  rush  headlong  into  the  lake 
from  beneath  his  very  feet.  But  to  do  this  in  fact,  (and 
the  Evangelists  deal  only  in  plain  facts,)  they  must  have 
run  down  the  mountain  for  an  hour  and  a  half,  forded  the 
deep  Jarmuk,  quite  as  formidable  as  the  Jordan  itself,  as- 
cended its  northern  bank,  and  raced  across  a  level  plain 
several  miles  before  they  could  reach  the  nearest  margin 
of  the  lake,  a  feat  which  no  herd  of  swine  would  be  likely 
to  achieve,  even  though  they  were  possessed." 

If  upon  these  topographic  grounds,  which  are  substan- 
tially those  of  Origen,  we  reject  the  claims  of  Gadara,  we 
tnrn  back  to  Gergesa.  We  have  already  referred  to  the 
testimony  of  Origen  to  Gergesa  as  an  ancient  city  near  the 
lake,  and  having  a  precipice  hard  by,  which  tradition  in  his 
day  pointed  out  as  the  place  where  the  swine  ran  down 
into  the  sea.  Eusebius  says  that  at  his  day,  a  villi^e  was 
shown  upon  the  mountain  near  Lake  Tiberias,  where  the 
swine  ran  down.'  Thei-e  is  then  no  I'eason  to  doubt  that 
at  the  time  of  Origen,  and  afterward,  a  town  existed  by  the 
name  of  Gergesa  near  the  lake,  and  which  tradition  made 
the  scene  of  this  miracle ;  and  the  absence  of  all  later  men- 
tion of  it  shows  only  that  it  had  fallen  mto  decay.  The  site 
of  this  city  Thomson  finds  on  the  eastern  shore  directly 
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opposite  the  plain  of  Gennesaret,  and  near  the  point  where 
Wady  ea  Samak  entei-a  the  lake.  Here  he  found  some 
niins,  and  the  name  as  given  him  by  the  Bedouins  was 
Kerza  or  Gersa,  "  It  was  a  small  place,  but  tlie  walls  can 
be  traced  all  round,  and  there  seem  to  have  been  consider- 
iibie  suburbs.  I  identify  these  ruins  with  the  long  lost  site 
of  Gergesa." — "  In  this  Gersa  or  Chersa  we  have  a  position 
which  fulfils  every  requirement  of  the  narrative,  and  with  a 
name  so  near  that  in  Matthew  as  to  be  in  itself  a  strong 
corroboration  of  the  truth  of  this  identification.  It  is 
within  a  few  rods  of  the  shore,  and  an  immense  mountain 
rises  directly  above  it,  in  which  are  ancient  tombs,  ont  of 
some  of  which  the  two  men  possessed  of  the  devils  may 
have  issued  to  meet  Jesus.  The  lake  is  so  near  the  base  of 
the  mountain,  that  the  swine  rushing  madly  down  it  could 
not  stop,  but  would  be  hurried  on  into  the  water  and 
di'owned.  The  place  is  one  which  our  Lord  would  be 
likely  to  visit,  having  Capernaum  in  full  view  to  the  north, 
and  Galilee  over  against  it,  as  Luke  (viii.  26)  says  it  was. 
The  name,  however,  pronounced  by  Bedouin  Arabs  is  so 
similar  to  Gergesa,  that  to  all  my  inquiries  for  this  place 
they  invariably  said  it  was  at  Chersa,  and  they  insisted  that 
they  were  identical,  and  I  agree  with  them  in  this  opinion." 
Thomson  strengthens  this  result  by  describing  the  topogra- 
phy of  the  shore  of  the  lake  to  the  south  of  Chersa,  the 
mountains  receding  from  the  shore,  and  the  plain  between 
them  becoming  broader.  "There  is  no  bold  cliff  over- 
hanging the  lake  on  the  eastern  side,  nor  indeed  on  any 
other,  except  just  north  of  Tiberias.  Everywhere  along 
the  northeastern  and  eastern  shores  a  smooth  beach  de- 
clines gently  down  to  the  water.  There  is  no  'jumping 
off'  place,  nor,  indeed,  is  any  required.  Take  your  stand  a 
little  south  of  this  Chersa.  A  great  herd  of  swine,  we  will 
suppose,  is  feeding  on  this  mountain  that  towers  above  it. 
They  are  seized  with  a  sudden  panic,  rush  madly  down  the 
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almost  pei-pendicular  declivity,  tbose  behind  tumbling  over 
and  thrusting  forward  tbose  before,  and  as  there  is  neither 
time  nor  space  to  recover  on  the  narrow  shelf  between  the 
base  and  the  lake,  tbey  are  crowded  headlong  into  the 
water  and  perish.  AH  is  perfectly  natural  just  at  tbis 
point,  and  here  I  suppose  it  did  actually  occur," 

This  discovery  of  the  site  of  Gcrgesa  removes  all  topo- 
graphical difficulties  from  the  sacred  narratives.  It  ia 
therefore  unnecessaiy  to  mention  in  detail  the  other  solu- 
tions that  have  been  proposed,  as  tbat  of  Ebrard,  (324,)  who 
in  answer  to  De  Wette  attempta  to  show  that  Gadara  was 
but  an  bour  distant  from  the  sea.  Stanley  (372)  places 
the  scene  of  these  events  in  Wady  Feib,  nearly  opposite 
Tiberias. 

Tbe  difficulties  connected  with  the  various  readings  in 
the  texts  of  the  Syaoptists  belong  to  another  department 
of  criticism.  If,  however,  "  Gergesenes  "  (Matt.  viii.  28) 
was  the  reading  of  some  manuscripts  of  Matthew  before 
the  time  of  Origen,  wo  may  readily  suppose  that  this 
Evangelist  mentioned  the  name  of  the  city,  although  small, 
as  one  not  unknown  to  his  Jewish  readers.  The  Evange- 
lists, Mark  and  Luke,  mention  only  tbe  name  of  the  larger 
and  move  important  city,  as  more  likely  to  be  known  to 
their  distant  readers,  to  whom  exact  topography  was  un- 
important.' 

We  may  then  thus  picture  this  incident  to  our- 
selves. The  Lord,  leaving  Capernaum  at  even  to  avoid 
the  ever-thvonging  multitude,  directs  bis  course  south- 
easterly toward  Gergesa.  The  storm  bursting  suddenly 
upon  them  during  tbe  evening.  He,  by  His  word,  calms  the 
sea.  Very  early  in  the  morning  He  lands  upon  the  coast 
of  Gergesa,  a  little  way  south  from  the  city.  Here  He  is 
met,  as  He  lands,  by  the  demoniacs.  Upon  the  steep  slopes 
of  the  adjacent  mountain  the  swine  were  feeding,  and  to 

1  Mejerinloco;  Ebrard,3£5i   Ewald,  Chrietus,  338;  Porter,  ii.  319. 
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Him  upon  the  shore  came  out  the  inhabitants  of  the  city, 
beseeching  Him  to  depart  flora  their  coasts. 

Matthew  mentions  two  demoniacs  ;  Mark  and  Luke  but 
one.  How  shall  this  discrepancy  bo  explained?  Lightfoot, 
(on  Mark  v.  1,)  who  supposes  that  Gergesa  was  the  name 
of  a  district  embracing  within  it  Gadara,  which  was  a 
heathen  city,  makes  one  of  the  two  to  have  been  a  Gadarene, 
and  the  other  a  Gergesene.  Matthew  mentions  both,  but 
Mark  and  Luke  mention  only  him  from  Gadara  as  a  hea- 
then demoniac,  "  that  bo  they  might  make  the  story  more 
famous,"  Some,  as  Ebrard,  make  Matthew  to  Lave  blend- 
ed this  case  with  that  of  the  possessed  healed  at  Caper- 
naum, (Mark  i.  23.)  Da  Costa  supposes  that  Matthew  knew 
that  there  was  in  fact  but  one,  but  that  ho  might  have  seen 
a  man  attacked  by  the  demoniac,  and  so  gives  the  impres- 
sion upon  his  mind  as  if  there  were  two ! 

The  common  and  most  probable  explanation  is,  that 
there  wero  indeed  two,  but  that  one  was  much  more  promi- 
nent than  the  other,  either  as  the  fiercer  of  the  two,  or  as 
of  a  liigher  rank  and  better  known,  and  therefore  alone 
mentioned  by  Mark  and  Luke.'  That  their  silence  respect- 
ing one  of  the  demoniacs  does  not  exclude  him,  Robinson 
thus  illustrates : '  "In  the  year  1824  Lafayette  visited  the 
United  States,  and  was  eveiywhere  welcomed  with  honors 
and  pageants.  Historians  will  describe  these  as  a  noble  in- 
cident in  his  life.  Other  writers  will  relate  the  same  visit 
as  made,  and  the  same  honors  as  enjoyed,  by  two  persons, 
viz.,  Lafayette  and  his  son.  WiO  there  be  any  contradic- 
tion between  these  two  classes  of  writers  ?  "Will  not  both 
record  the  truth  ?  "  Greswell  (i.  210)  thinks  that  one  of 
those  thus  healed  became  a  disciple,  and  that  the  other  did 
not.     The  former  being  thus  better  known,  and  his  case 

■  So  earlj,  Aiiguslinc;  and  reocatlj,  Alesander,  KrulTl,  Slier,' Gvesivell, 
Ellicott. 

'  Har.,  195. 
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invested  with  a,  personal  interest,  Mark  and  Luke  speak 
of  him  only,  and  in  moch  detail;  whilst  Matthew,  who  de- 
sires only  to  illustrate  the  power  of  Christ  over  evil  spints, 
mentions  the  healing  of  both,  but  says  nothing  of  their  sub- 
sequent histoi-y.  He  prefers,  however,  the  conjecture  based 
on  Luke  viii.  27,  that  this  ono  demoniac  was  an  inhabitant, 
and  probaWy  a  native  of  Gergesa ;  but  not  the  other. 

Meyer,  on  the  other  hand,  rejects  all  attempts  to  ex- 
plain away  the  discrepancy ;  and  Alford,  who  supposes  that 
there  was  but  one  demoniac,  thinks  that  perhaps  his 
words,  "  My  name  is  legion,  for  we  are  many,"  (Mark  v,  9,) 
may  have  given  rise  to  the  report  of  two  demoniacs  in  Mat- 
thew. 

The  request  of  the  Gergeaenea  that  Jesua  would  depart 
from  their  coasts,  shows  how  material  interests  ruled  in 
their  minds,  and  how  unprepared  were  they  to  understand 
the  real  significance  of  His  work.  The  healing  of  the  de- 
moniacs, so  mighty  a  miracle,  and  their  restoration  to  sound 
mind,  and  to  their  families  and  fHenda,  were  of  less  value 
than  the  loss  of  their  swine. 

The  direction  to  the  healed  to  go  to  their  homes,  and 
proclaim  what  the  Lord  had  done  for  them,  so  contrary  to 
His  general  custom,  shows  that  it  was  His  desire  to  call 
attention  to  Himself  in  this  section  of  the  land ;  and,  by 
making  this  miracle  widely  known,  prepare  the  way  for 
subsequent  labors.  Perhaps,  also,  something  in  the  moi"al 
condition  of  the  healed  made  this  desirable  for  them. 


Autumn,  781.     a.d,  28, 

Immediately  upon  His  return  to  Capernaum  He  was  Lvse  viii.  40-Bfi. 

surrounded  by  the  multitude,  whioh  had  been  waitiug  for  Mark  t.  21-43. 

Him.    Being  invited  by  Matthew  to  a  feast  at  his  house,  Mi-Bsii,  lB-22. 

He  there  held  eonreraiidon  with  some  Phariseea,  and  Luke  v.  29-39, 

afterward  with  some  of  John's  disciples.     Whilst  jet  Hait,  is.  10-17. 
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speaking  with  them,  came  Jaicus,  a  ruler  of  the  sytia-    Matt,  is,  18-26. 

gogae,  praying  for  the  healing  of  bia  daughter.    Aa 

Jeans  was  on  His  way  to  the  house  of  Jalrus,  He  heals 

a  woman  with  an  issue  of  blood.    A  messenger  meeting 

Hm  announces  tlie  death  of  the  girl,  but  He  prooeeda, 

and,  entering  the  house,  restores  her  to  life. 

We  may  put  His  arrival  at  Capernaum  about  mid- 
day. The  crowds  that  for  several  days  had  been  following 
Hira,  were  awaiting  eagerly  His  return,  and  now  gladly  re- 
ceived Him,  That  the  first  event  following  this  return  was 
not  the  healing  of  the  paralytic,  which  succeeds  in  the  order 
of  Matthew's  narrative,  (Matt.  ix.  2,)  appears  from  Mark 
(v.  21,  22)  and  Luke,  (viii.  40,41,)  who  both  narrate  the 
healing  of  the  daughter  of  Jairus.  Besides,  we  have  seen 
that  the  healing  of  the  paralytic  is  to  be  placed  earlier, 
immediately  after  the  Lord's  return  from  His  first  circuit. 
(See  MarkiL  1-12.) 

The  grounds  upon  which  the  feast  of  Levi  is  placed  im- 
mediately  b'efore  the  healing  of  the  daughter  of  Jairus,  are 
found  in  the  statements  of  Matthew,  (ix.  10-19.)  Frora 
these  we  learn  that  Jairus  came  to  Jesus  while  speaking 
to  certain  disciples  of  John :  "  While  Ho  spake  these  things 
unto  them,  behold,  there  came  a  eertain  ruler,"  &c.'  Jairus 
"  came  in,"  as  if  into  a  house.  It  is  said  also,  (v.  19,)  "  and 
Jesus  arose  and  followed  Him,"  These  expressions  most 
naturally  refer  hack  to  the  mention  of  the  feast,  (v,  10,) 
where  it  is  said  that  "  Jesus  sat  at  meat  in  the  house."  To 
the  house  of  Levi  came  Jairus,  and  from  it  Jesus  went 
forth  with  him.  That  the  conversation  between  Him  and 
the  Pharisees  in  regard  to  eating  with  publicans  and  sinners, 
took  place  at  the  same  time  is  probable,  though  not  cer- 
tain. The  language  of  Matthew,  "  And  when  the  Phar- 
isees saw  it  they  said,"  &c.,  does  not  prove  that  they  were 

1  The  received  t«it  has  ttux^f  t^StWi  Tischcndorf  givoaofx'")' eiftAflia;', 
30  Mejer,  Alford ;  Bleek,  after  Knapp,  opxaii'  tii  t^Sav. 
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present  as  spectators,  or  addressed  their  question  to  the 
disciples  during  the  feast.  It  may  have  been  after  the 
lapse  of  days,  or  even  weeks,  "  The  very  circumstances 
related  show  that  this  remonstrance  cannot  have  taken 
place  al  the  feast.  The  Phai-isees  say  the  words  to  the 
disciples,  our  Lord  hears  it.  This  denotes  an  occasion 
when  our  Lord  and  the  disciples  were  present,  but  not 
surely  intermixed  with  the  great  crowd  of  publicans," ' 
Nor  does  the  language  of  Matthew,  "  Then  came  to  Him 
the  disciples  of  John,"  determine  whether  His  conversation 
with  them  was  at  the  same  time  and  place.  Alexander, 
who  supposes  that  the  Pharisees  had  intruded  themselves 
upon  Jesus  while  at  the  feast  as  spectators  or  spies,  finds 
no  ground  for  the  presence  at  the  same  time  of  John's 
disciples.  "  It  by  no  means  follows  from  the  consecution 
and  connection  of  the  narratives,  even  in  Luke  and  Mat- 
thew, that  the  account  of  Matthew's  feast  is  there  con- 
tinued ;  while  in  Mark  another  instance  of  the  same  kind 
seems  to  be  added,  without  any  reference  to  the  date  of  its 
occniTence." 

Admitting  that  none  of  the  Synoptists  show  conclusively 
that  the  Pharisees,  or  the  disciples  of  the  Uaptist  were  pres- 
ent at  Matthew's  feast,  still  this  is  the  impression  which  the 
narratives  make  upon  us.  We,  therefore,  place  tlje  events 
before  us  m  the  following  order,  as  taking  place  upon  the 
same  day :  Matthew's  feast ;  conversation  with  the  Phari- 
sees ;  conversation  with  the  disciples  of  John ;  commg  of 
Jairua.  It  is  plain  from  Mark  (v.  21,  22)  and  Luke,  (viii. 
40,  41,)  that  the  healing  of  the  daughter  of  Jairus  was  after 
the  return  from  Gadara;  and  we  therefore  put  the  feast  of 
Matthew  or  Levi  after  the  retarn.  As  has  been  already 
said,  there  is  nothing  to  show  that  Levi  made  the  feast  for 
Jesus  upon  the  day  when  he  was  called  to  follow  Him ;  and 

>  Aiford  in  loco  ;  Bteek,  Sjnoptische  GrklSrung,  i.  SS3. 
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we  suppose  that  a  few  days  did  elapse  between  tliem,  during 
which  several  evente  occun-ed ;  the  pliicliing  of  the  ears  of 
com ;  the  choice  of  apostles  ;  healing  of  the  centurion's  ser- 
vant ;  journey  to  Nain ;  return  to  Capernaum ;  visit  to 
Gadara.  Still,  it  is  admitted  that  the  coming  of  Jairus  to 
Jesus  may  have  been  some  time  subsequent  to  the  feast 
of  Levi.  It  is  not  clear  that  the  conversation  with  the 
Pharisees  took  place  at  the  feast ;  or  if  it  did  so,  that  the 
conversation  with  John's  disciples  was  at  the  same  time;  or 
if  this  was  so,  that  Jairus  came  during  this  conversation. 

As  there  is  much  difference  of  opinion  among  harmon- 
ists, where  this  feast  of  Levi  and  related  events  should  be 
placed,  we  give  some  of  the  more  probable  an-angomcnts. 
And  fii-st,  that  which  connects  together  the  call  of  Levi;  his 
feast ;  the  convei-sation  with  the  Phaiisees  and  John's  dis- 
ciples ;  and  the  coming  of  Jairus. 

Is;  Arrofiffement. — The  Lord  teaches  in  parables;  crosses 
the  sea  and  heals  the  demoniacs  at  Gergesa ;  returns  to  Ca- 
pernaum ;  heals  the  paralytic ;  calls  Matthew ;  attends  Mat- 
thew's feast ;  heals  the  daughter  of  Jairas ;  chooses  apostles, 
and  delivers  Sermon  on  the  Mount.'  This  order  is  open  to 
the  invincible  objection  that  the  teaching  in  parables  pre- 
cedes the  Sermon  on  the  Mour»t,  and  the  choice  of  apostles. 

2d  jirranffement. — Theliord  chooses  apostles;  teaches  in 
parables ;  crosses  the  sea  and  heals  the  demooiaos  ;  returns 
to  Capernaum  ;  heals  the  paralytic ;  calls  Matthew ;  attends 
his  feast ;  heals  the  daughter  of  Jairus.'  But  it  is  a  strong 
objection  against  this  order  that  the  choice  of  Matthew  as 
an  apostle' precedes  his  call  to  follow  Christ. 

Zd  Arrangement. — This  places  the  healing  of  the  daugh- 
ter of  Jairus  before  the  feast  of  Matthew.  Jesus  teaches 
in  pai'ables  ;  crosses  the  sea  ;  returns  from  Gergesa  ;  holds 
the  conversation  with  John's  disciples  respecting  fasting  ; 
heals  the  daughter  of  Jairus,  the  woman  with  an  issue  of 


icioy  Google 


blood,  the  blind,  and  the  dumb  possessed,  and  the  paralytic 
borne  of  four  ;  He  calls  Matthew  and  attends  his  feast ;  He 
elects  the  apostles ;  and  delivers  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount.' 
Here  the  conversation  with  the  disciplesof  John  is  placed 
earlier  than  the  feast  of  Levi  and  the  conversation  with  the 
Pharisees,  and  is  connected  with  the  coming  of  Jairus.  This 
is  open  to  the  same  objection  as  the  first  arrangement,  that 
it  puts  the  speaking  in  parables  before  the  choice  of  the 
Twelve  and  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount, 

4#A  Arrangement. — Jesna  heals  the  paralytic ;  He  calls 
Matthew;  attends  his  feast ;  holds  a  conversation  with  tbe 
Pharisees  and  John's  disciples  respecting  fasting ;  plucks  the 
eai-s  of  corn;  (passing  over  the  intervening  events)  Ha 
crosses  the  lake  and  heals  the  demoniacs  at  Gergesa;  returns 
to  Capernaum  and  heals  the  daughter  of  Jairus.'  Here  the 
coming  of  Jairus  is  separated  from  the  conversation  with 
John's  disciples. 

Sth  Arrangement. — Jesus  heals  the  paralytic ;  He  calls 
Matthew ;  attends  Matthew's  feast ;  holds  a  conversation 
with  the  Pharisees,  but  not  with  John's  disciples.  Here 
follow  many  events,  the  choice  of  the  Twelve ;  Sennon  on 
the  Mount ;  teaching  in  parables  ;  healing  of  demoniacs  at 
Gergesa.  On  his  return  from  Gergesa  He  meets  John's 
disciples,  and  holds  the  conversation  respecting  fasting ; 
heals  the  daughter  of  Jairus,  Here  the  conversation  with 
John's  disciples  is  connected  with  the  coming  of  Jairus,  but 
is  separated  from  the  conversation  with  the  Pharisees.  Of 
all  those  arrangements  that  connect  the  feast  of  Matthew 
immediately  with  his  call,  this  seems  the  preferable  one. 

That  order,  however,  which  separates  the  feast  from  the 
call,  and  places  the  former  directly  after  the  return  from 
Gergesa,  thus  bringing  it  into  connection  with  the  conversa- 
tions with  the  Pharisees  and  with  John's  dkciples,  and  with 
the  healing  of  Jairus's  daughter,  seems  to  have  most  in  its 
favor. 

1  Ebrard.  =  Krafft. 
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The  object  of  this  feast,  which  was  a  great  one,  (Luke  v. 
29,)  seems  to  have  been  both  to  honor  the  Lord,  and  to  give 
Him  an  opportanity  to  meet  in  social  intercourse  many 
of  Matthew's  own  class,  the  publicans  and  sinners.  These 
plainly  constituted  the  great  body  of  invited  guests ;  and  for 
the  Lord  thus  publicly  to  eat  with  them  was  a  high  mark 
of  His  regard  for  tbem,  as  it  was  also  an  open  rebuke  of 
Pharisaic  self-righteousness.  It  seems,  from  the  question 
of  the  Phai-isees,  "Why  eateth  your  master  with  publicans 
and  sinners?"  that  this  was  the  first  instance  of  the  kind 
which  they  had  known.  It  is  not  probable  that  any  Phari- 
sees were  invited,  nor  that  they  would  have  accepted  an 
invitation  had  one  been  given  them,  but  with  oriental  free- 
dom on  such  occasions,  may  have  come  in  as  spectators ;  or 
the  language  "seeing  Him  eat,"  {Mark  ii.  16,)  may  refer 
only  to  their  knowledge  of  the  fact,  and  not  to  their  per- 
sonal observation.  We  may  suppose  that  some  of  John's 
disciples  were  present  with  the  Phaiisees,  and  thus  the 
seeming  discrepancy  between  Matt.  ix.  14,  and  Luke  T.  83, 
is  easily  explained,  (see  Mark  ii.  18.)  The  mention  of  John's 
disciples  at  Capernaum  is  to  be  noted  as  showing  that  there 
were  some  there  who  did  not  follow  Jesus,  and  their  affinity 
with  the  Pharisees. 

The  selectionofPeter,  James,  and  John,  to  go  with  Him 
to  the  house  of  Jairus,  is  the  first  instance  recorded  of  special 
preference  of  these  three  above  the  other  nine  apostles. 
It  is  hardly  to  be  questioned  that  this  selection  was  deter- 
mined by  the  personal  peculiarities  of  these  three,  that 
made  them  more  ready  than  the  others  to  understand  the 
real  meaning  of  Christ's  words  and  works,  and  to  sympa- 
thize with  Him  in  His  trials  and  griefs.  But  why  they 
should  have  been  selected  to  be  present  at  this  particular 
miracle  is  not  apparent.  It  was  not,  according  to  the  or- 
der which  we  follow,  the  first  case  of  raising  the  dead ;  and 
!  they  were  not  present,  as  Trench  supposes,  on 
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this  ground.  But,  unlike  tho  raising  of  tho  widow's  son  at 
NaiB,  which  was  in  public,  before  all  the  funeral  proeessioo, 
the  Lord  will  here  have  no  witnessea  but  His  three  apos- 
tles, and  the  fiither  and  mother  of  the  maiden.  Nor  will 
He  allow  the  wonderful  work  to  be  proclaimed  abroad : 
"  He  charged  them  strictly  that  no  man  should  know  it." 
The  grounds  of  these  differences  in  the  Lord's  actings  are 
probably  beyond  our  knowledge,  and  cannot  be  explained. 


Autumn,  781-782.     a.  d.  28-29. 

Retarnhis  liomcward  from  tbe  bouse  of  Jalrua  He  is  Matt.  k.  Sl-Sl. 
followed  by  two  Wind  men,  aajing,  "  Son  of  David,  have 
mcroj  on  us."  They  enter  Ilia  house  and  are  healed, 
and  He  charges  them  that  they  should  not  speak  of 
what  He  had  tlone ;  but  tbej,  going  forth,  everywhere 
proclMm  it.  As  they  departed,  a  dumb  possessed  was  Matt.  ix.  32-34. 
brought  to  Him,  whom  He  healed,  (o  the  astonishment 
of  the  multitude.  This  gave  the  Pharisees  new  occasion 
to  say  that  He  cast  out  devils  through  Satan. 

These  cases  of  healing  are  mentioned  only  by  Matthew, 
and  by  him  in  immediate  connection  with  the  raising  to 
life  of  the  daughter  of  Jsurus.  We  assume  that  he  here 
narrates  in  chronological  order,"  Some*  identify  Matt.  ix. 
32-34  with  Luke  xi,  14,  15;  and  aa  the  healing  of  the 
possessed  was  immediately  after  that  of  tho  blind,  place  all 
these  miracles  at  a  much  later  period,  and  after  the  sending 
of  the  Seventy, 

By  these  blind  men  was  Jesus  for  the  first  time  ad- 

'  Robinson,  Greswell,  Lichtenstein,  I.angB,  Ebrord.  Alford,  however,  ob- 
serves  that  "Trap'  (Kei9tj' is  too  Tagua  to  be  taken  as  a  fised  note  of  sequence; 
lor  tuflBfr,  •  Ihenee,'  may  mean  the  house  of  Jairus,  or  the  town  itself,  or 
even  that  part  of  the  conntry,  03  T.  26  has  generalized  the  loeslity,  and  im- 
plied some  pause  of  time." 

"  Kraftl,  Tischendorf 
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dressed  as  "  tlie  Son  of  David,"  This  shows  that  His  de- 
scent from  that  royal  house  was  known  and  recognized. 
Already  the  people  had  asked  of  Him,  (Matt.  xii.  23,)  "  Is 
tills  the  Son  of  David  ?  "  and  the  use  of  the  title  by  the  blind 
men  shows  theii-  disposition  to  houor  Him  whose  help  they 
sought.' 

The  impression  which  the  miracle  of  healing  the  dumb 
possessed  made  tipon  the  multitude,  was  very  great,  and  ex- 
plains why  the  Pharisees  should  repeat  the  ehai'ge  that  He 
cast  out  devils  through  the  pi-ince  of  the  devils. 


Winter,  782.     A.  d.  29. 

Leaving  Capernaum  JesuB  goes,  accompanied  bj  Matt.  liii.  63-58. 

His  disciples,  into  lower  Galilee,  and  again  risits  Naza-  MiKK  tI.  1-6. 

reth.     Rejected  here  the  second  time,  He  goes  about  Matt.  is.  35-38. 

Ihrough  Uie  cities  and  villages  in  that  re^on.     During  Makk  vL  1-11. 

this  circuit  He  commissions  and  sends  out  the  Twelve.  Matt.  s.  l-i2. 

In  their  absenoa  He  oontinitea  His  worit.     About  this  Luke  is.  1-9. 

time  John  is  l>eheaded  in  prison,  and  the  news  of  his  Mait.  liv.  1-12. 

death  is  brought  to  Jesus  by  some  of  John's  disciples.  Mare  vi,  14-30. 
Herod  now  hears  of  Christ,  and  expresses  a  desire  lo 
see  Him.   Jesus  returns  to  Capernaum,  and  the  Twelve 
gather  to  Him  there. 

In  the  order  of  events  we  follow  Mark  :  "  And  He  went 
out  from  thence,  and  came  into  His  own  countiy ;  and  His 
disciples  follow  Him,"  The  place  of  departure  was  the 
house  of  J^i-us,  (Meyer,)  or  Capernaum  and  its  neighbor- 
hood, (Alexander.)  Slatthew  (xiu.  53-58)  narrates  this 
visit  to  Nazareth  immediately  after  his  account  of  the 
teaching  in  parables :  "  And  it  came  to  pa^s  when  Jesus 
had  finished  these  parables  He  departed  thence.  And  when 
He  was  come  into  His  own  country,"  &c.     Here  it  is  not 
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said  that  this  coming  to  Nazareth  was  immediately  eiibae- 
quent  to  the  departaro  after  the  parables  were  spoken. 
That  depaitm-e  was  not  to  Haaareth,  bat  across  the  sea  to 
Gergesa,  (Mark  iv,  35.)  We  must  then  place  between  vs. 
53  and  54  the  healing  of  the  demoniacs,  of  Jairus's  daugh- 
ter, of  the  woman  with  issue  of  Wood,  of  the  two  blind 
men,  and  of  the  dumb  possessed.  All  these  may  have 
taken  place  on  the  day  of  the  relarn  from  Gergesa;  and 
thus,  between  the  teaching  in  pai-ables  and  the  departure 
to  Nazareth,  only  an  intei'\-al  of  two  days  have  elapsed. 

The  grounds  upon  which  this  visit  at  Nazareth  is  to  be 
distinguished  from  the  earlier  one  mentioned  by  Luke,  (iv. 
16,)  have  been  already  stated.  The  circumstances  under 
which  He  now  returns  to  His  early  home  are  very  unlike 
those  of  that  former  visit.  Then  He  had  but  newly  begun 
His  public  labors,  and  was  comparatively  but  little  known ; 
and  great  surprise  was  felt  that  one,  who  only  a  few  months 
before  had  been  a  resident  among  them,  should  make  so  high 
pretensions.  How  could  He,  whom  they  had  known  from 
childhood  lip,  be  a  prophet,  and  possess  such  powers?  Now 
His  fame  was  spread  throughout  the  whole  land,  and  His 
character  as  a  prophet  was  established.  Crowds  followed 
Him  from  all  parts  of  the  land.  His  miracles  were  familiar 
to  all  He  had,  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  Naza- 
reth, raised  a  dead  man  to  life.  But  His  now  enlarged  and 
confirmed  reputation  did  not  weaken  the  feeling  of  sur- 
prise.  All  His  life  was  familiar  to  them,  and  they  could 
not  believe  that  He  was  in  aught  greater  than  themselves. 
Jesus,  therefore,  could  now  well,  and  even  with  greater 
emphasis,  repeat  the  proverb,  "  A  prophet  is  not  without 
honor  but  in  his  own  country  ; "  adding,  with  reference  to 
the  continued  unbelief  of  His  brethren,  "  and  among  his 
own  kin,  and  in  his  own  house."  (Sec  John  vii.  5.)  The 
Nazarenes  do  not  now  take  any  violent  measures  against 
Him,  though  "offended  at  Him ;"  and  after  teaching  in 
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the  Bjmagogne  and  healing  a  few  sick  folk,  He  made  a  cir- 
cuit through  the  adjacent  villages,  (Mark  vi.  8.)  It  is  prob- 
able that  Matthew  (ix.  85-38)  has  reference  to  this  circuit- 
That  the  sending  of  the  Twelve  upon  their  mission  was 
dui-ing  this  journey,  appears  from  the  order  in  which  it 
stands  in  all  the  Synoptists,  Matthew  (ix.  35,  &e.)  con- 
nects it  with  the  journey  following  the  healing  of  the  blind 
men,  and  the  dumb  possessed ;  and  Mark  (vi.  7)  with  that 
following  the  departure  from  Nazareth.  Luke  does  not 
mention  this  visit  at  Kazareth,  but  narrates  the  sending  of 
the  Twelve  (ix.  1-6}  directly  after  the  healing  of  Jairus'S 
daughter.'  How  long  this  circuit  continued,  or  at  what 
point  in  it  the  Twelve  were  sent  out,  we  have  no  data  to 
determine.  That  it  was  extensive  and  occupied  a  consid- 
erablo  period  may  be  fairly  inferred  fi-om  Matthew's  lan- 
guage, (ix.  35,)  that  "  He  went  about  ali  the  cities  and  vil- 
lages." Nor  can  we  tell  from  what  place  they  were  sent. 
Greswell  (ii.  0i2)  supposes  it  to  have  been  Capernaum,  and 
that  therefore  the  sending  wasjust  at  the  close  of  the  circuit. 
"  It  is  certain  that  after  their  mission  they  rejoined  our 
Lord  at  Capernaum;  and  it  is  not  probable  that  they  would 
be  sent  from  one  quarter  and  be  expected  to  rejoin  Him  at 
another."  On  the  other  hand,  Alford  observes  that  no 
fixed  locality  can  be  assigned  to  theiv  commission.  "  It 
was  not  delivered  at  Capernaum,  but  on  a  journey."  The 
view  of  Krafft,  i^^,)  that  they  were  sent  from  Jerusa- 
lem when  Jesua  was  at  the  feast  of  Tabernacles  (John  v. 
1)  is  in  every  point  of  view  unsatisfactory,  and  is  refuted 
by  the  fiict  that  the  theatre  of  His  activity  was  now  Gali- 
lee, and  not  Judea. 

The  work  of  the  Twelve  in  their  mission  corresponded 
in  its  main  features  to  that  of  the  Lord.  He  was  still  en- 
gaged in  going  "  round  about  the  villages  teaching  j "  "  en- 

'  So  Tisohcndorr,  RobicsoQ,  Alford,  Greswell. 
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tering  into  all  the  synagogues,  and  healing  every  sickness 
and  every  disease  amongst  the  people."  The  work  of  the 
apostles  mnst  be  correspondent  to  this.  They  also  must 
pveach  the  Gospel,  and  illustrate  its  nature  hy  their  works. 
This  they  were  directed  to  do,  {Matt.  x.  1-8,)  and  this 
they  did.  "  And  they  went  out  and  preached  that  men 
should  repent.  And  they  cast  out  many  devils,  and  anoint- 
ed with  oil  many  that  were  sick,  and  healed  them,"  (Mai-k 
vi.  12,  13  ;  see  Luke  ix.  6.) 

Thus  their  work  had  the  same  general  character  as 
that  of  Jesus,  It  was  not  so  much  to  draw  attention  to 
Jesus  personally,  and  to  proclaim  Him  the  Messiahj  as  to 
announce  the  approach  of  the  Messianic  kingdom,  and  to 
teach  men  its  nature,  and  to  prove  it  at  hand  by  their  mir- 
acles. If  men  had  faith  in  the  words  of  the  apostles,  they 
would  soon  come  to  Jesus  to  be  taught  by  Him.  The 
powers  given  them  were  lai-ge,  and  perhaps  special  to  this 
misMon.  There  is  no  mention  that  up  to  this  time  they 
had  wi'oiight  any  miracles,  nor  that  they  did  so  after  their 
return,  so  long  as  Jesua  was  with  them.^ 

It  is  apparent  upon  its  face  that  the  commission  of  the 
Twelve  had  a  larger  scope  than  these  mere  temporaiy 
labors.'  It  had  prospective  reference  to  their  larger  work 
after  the  Lord's  ascenMon ;  and  also  in  some  measure  to  all 
the  missionary  work  of  the  Church  till  His  return.  Some 
directions  in  it  ai-e  plainly  temporary,  as  those  not  to  visit 
the  heathen  or  Samaritans,  and  to  make  no  provision  of 
money  or  clothing.  The  prediction  of  persecutions  and 
scourgings,  on  the  other  hand,  had,  at  this  time,  no  ful- 
filment. 

Where  did  tho  Twelve  labor  ?  Luke  (is.  6)  says,  "they 
departed  and  went  through  the  towns."     It  has  been  sup- 

'  See.  liowever,  Mnti  xviL  19,  20,  which  implies  that  the  power  lo  woit 
miracles  was  not  withdrawn,  but  mas  dependent  npoa  Iheic  faith, 
'  Jones,  Kotes  on  Scripture,  100;  Stier,  ii.  B, 
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posed  that  this  expression  "  towns,"  Kwfias,  may  be  used 
here  in  opposition  to  cities,  implyiDg  that  the  Twelve  "visited 
only  the  smaller  places.  But  the  same  expression  is  used 
of  the  Lord  Himself,  (Mark  vi.  6.)  Probably  their  labors 
were  confined  to  Galilee.  They  were  forbidden  to  enter 
Samaria,  and  it  is  not  likely  that  they  would  enter  Judea, 
from  which  the  Lord  was  excluded.  As  they  jowmeyed 
two  by  two,  this  would  enable  them  to  visit  many  towns  in 
a  few  days.  How  long  they  were  absent  upon  their  mis- 
sion does  not  appear.  Wieseler,  followed  by  Tischendorf, 
would  limit  it  to  a  single  day ;  Ellieott  to  two  days ;  Krafil 
extends  it  to  several  months;  Greswell  makes  them  to  have 
been  sent  upon  their  ministry  in  February,  and  to  have  re- 
turned iu  March,  an  inteiTal  of  one  or  two  months.  That 
they  were  engaged  in  their  labors  sevei-al  weeks  at  least,  is 
■plainly  implied  in  the  terms  of  their  commission ;  for  although 
this,  as  wo  have  seen,  had  i-eference  also  to  their  futare 
ministry,  it  had  more  immediate  reference  to  the  present 
This  is  confirmed  by  the  brief  statements  of  their  actual 
labors.     (See  Luke  ix.  6  ;  Mark  vI.  12,  13,  and  30.) 

The  commis^on  of  the  Twelve  is  remai-kabie,  as  contain- 
ing a  much  fuller  declaration  respecting  the  hatred  they 
should  meet,  and  the  persecutions  they  should  suffer,  than 
was  at  any  other  time  uttered  by  the  Lord  previous  to  the 
transfiguration.  This  must  have  been  in  striking  contrast 
to  the  opinions  the  apostles  were  yet  cherishing  respecting 
the  reign  of  the  Messiah,  and  His  general  reception  by  the 
people.  By  speaking  of  their  sufferings  and  peraecutions. 
He  announced,  by  implication,  His  own  sufferings  and  rejec- 
tion, although  it  is  apparent  that  they  did  not  understand 
the  import  of  His  words- 

That  Jesus  continued  Hia  own  personal  labors  during 
the  absence  of  the  Twelve,  appears  from  Matthew,  (xi.  1,) 
that  "when  He  had  made  an  endof  commanding  His  Twelve 
disciples.  He  departed  thence  to  teach  and  preach  in  their 
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cities."  In  tliesejourneyings  He  was  probably  accompanied 
by  other  disciples,  doubtless  by  some  of  those  who  were 
afterward  chosen  among  the  Seventy,  (Luke  x.  1 ;)  and  per- 
haps also  by  the  women  who  had  before  beeu  with  Him. 
If,  as  is  probable,  He  had  given  dii-ection  to  the  Twelve  to 
rejoin  Him.  at  Capernaum  at  some  fixed  time,  He  would 
now  so  direct  His  own  courae  as  to  meet  them  there. 

It  was  during  the  mission  of  the  Twelve  that  the  death 
of  John  the  Baptist  occurred.  The  news  of  it  seems  to 
have  been  communicated  to  Jesus  by  John's  disciples, 
(Matt.  siv.  13,)  but  this  must  have  been  some  days  at  least 
after  the  event.  As  the  death  of  John  had  an  important 
bearing  upon  the  Lord's  work,  and  to  a  great  degree  de- 
termined its  subsequent  character,  we  must  examine  the 
data  that  define  the  time  of  its  occurrence. 

The  chief  datum  in  this  inquiry  is  the  statement  of  John 
(vi.  4)  that  a  Passover  took  place  a  little  after  the  feeding 
of  the  five  thousand.  This  Pa^over,  the  third  of  our 
Lord's  ministiy,  was,  as  we  have  seen,  that  of  782,  and  fell 
on  the  17th  April.  The  death  of  John  was  then  a  few 
days  before  this.  The  exact  date  we  cannot  tell,  aa  we  do 
not  know  how  long  it  preceded  the  feeding  of  the  five 
thousand,  nor  how  long  this  feeding  preceded  the  Passover. 
If  John  was  beheaded  at  Machaerus,  on  the  southern  bor- 
der of  Perea,  some  days  must  have  elapsed  ere  his  disciples 
could  bury  his  body,  and  come  to  inform  Jesus.  So  tar  as 
these  data  go  we  may  place  his  death  at  the  latter  part  of 
March,  or  the  beginning  of  April,  782. 

Wieseler  (292)  has  attempted  to  reach  a  more  definite 
result  from  the  statements  of  Matt.  xiv.  6,  and  Mark  vi. 
21,  that  Herod  gave  order  for  the  death  of  John  at  a  feast 
held  upon  his  birthday.  The  word  translated  "  birthday," 
ytveo-m,  is  generally  interpreted  in  its  later  and  New  Testa- 
ment usage,  as  meaning  birthday  festivals,  or  celebrations.' 

1  Kohinsoa,  Mejer, 
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If  it  be  so  nsed  here  by  the  Evangelists,  it  ^ves  us  no 
chronological  datum,  since  we  do  not  know  the  time  of 
Herod's  birth.  Wieseler,  liowever,  after  Grotius  and 
others,  would  make  it  refer  to  the  feast  kept  in  honor  of  his 
accession  to  the  throne,  and  in  this  way  obtains  a  known 
date,  the  8th  Nisan,  or  1 1th  Apiil,  782,  as  the  day  of  John's 
execution.  Greawell,  {iii.  425,)  who  also  supposes  that 
Herod  was  celebrating  his  accession,  on  the  grounds  that 
"  the  day  of  a  king's  accession  was  both  considered  and 
celebrated  aS  hia  birthday  ; "  and  that  the  magnificence  of 
bis  entertainment  {Mark  vi.  21)  shows  that  be  was  commera- 
oi'ating  something  more  than  bis  birthday,  reaches  the  re- 
sult that  John  was  put  to  death  about  the  feast  of  Taber- 
nacles, Sept.  22,  781.'  Still  this  intei-pretation  of  "  birth- 
day "  is  too  uncei-tain  to  allow  any  great  weight  to  be 
placed  upon  it.' 

We  rest,  then,  in  the  conclusion  that  John  was  beheaded 
in  the  latter  part  of  March,  or  beginning  of  Api-il,  782." 

From  Mai'k  vi.  13,  14,  and  Luke  ix.  6,  7,  it  appears 
that  it  was  not  till  after  the  death  of  John  that  Ilerod 
heard  of  Jesus.  But  how  could  He  have  been  so  long  ac- 
tive in  one  of  Herod's  provinces,  followed  by  great  multi- 
tudes, performing  daily  the  most  wonderful  works,  and  His 
residence  only  a  very  few  miles  from  "nberias,  where  the 
king  kept  bis  court,  and  yet  His  lame  never  reach  the  royal 
ears  ?  The  most  ready  explanation  would  he,  that  during 
His  ministry  Herod  had  been  absent  from  Galilee,  either 
on  a  visit  at  Home,  whither  he  went  about  this  time ;  or 
had  been  engaged  in  hostilities  with  Aretas,  and  thus  re- 

■  Tiseheadorf,  sssiii,,  agrees  willi  Wieseler;  so  Ebraivi,  IBS;  EUi- 
cott,  195. 

"  Sec  Alford  and  Mejor,  notes  on  Matt.  xiv.  6. 

'  So  Gilder.  Herzog  Encyo.,  vi 
i.  590,  finds  no  sotisactory  data  to  determme  tl 
o[  exeoutioa. 
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mained  in  good  measure  ignorant  of  wliat  was  taking  place,' 
There  is  much  probability  in  this  supposition  of  Herod's 
absence,  but  decisive  proof  is  wanting.  If,  however,  he 
were  in  Galilee  during  this  period,  his  ignorance  of  Jesus 
finds  a  suiBciont  explanation  in  his  own  personal  character. 
We  know  irom  Josephus  that  he  was  a  lover  of  ease  and 
pleasure  ;  and  a  man  who  occupied  himself  more  in  erecting 
fine  buildings  than  in  public  afiairs.  Like  all  the  Herodian 
family,  he  treated  the  Jewish  religion  with  respect  as  a 
matter  of  policy,  but  did  not  interfere  with  ecclesiastical 
matters,  except  he  saw  movements  dangerous  to  the  public 
peace.  The  disputes  of  contending  sects,  or  the  theological 
discussions  of  the  Rabbins,  had  no  attractions  for  him ;  and 
provided  the  Jews  were  orderly  and  peaceful,  he  cared  not 
to  interfere  in  their  religious  quarrels.  John's  ministry 
continued  a  considerable  period  without  any  interruption 
on  hia  part ;  and  when  ho  at  last  imprisoned  him,  it  was  on 
pei-sonal,  not  on  political  or  religious  grounds.  Hence  we 
can  understand  how  Jesus  might  prosecute  His  work  in 
Galilee,  in  the  vicinity  of  Herod,  without  the  latter  leai'nitig 
any  thing  definite  respecting  it,  or  having  his  attention 
specially  directed  to  His  character  or  designs.  As  a  new 
religious  teacher,  the  founder  of  a  new  sect,  an  opponent 
of  the  Pharisees  and  scribes,  the  matter  was  unimportant, 
and  beneath  the  royal  notice.  Unless  the  public  tranquillity 
was  actually  disturbed,  or  seriously  threatened,  Herod,  like 
Gallio,  cared  for  none  of  these  things. 

During  the  imprisonment  of  the  Baptist,  Herod  seems 
to  have  had  several  interviews  with  him,  and  learned  to 
appreciate  his  bold  and  fearless  honesty,  (Mark  vi,  20,)  He 
did  many  things  that  John  recommended,  and  heard  him 
gladly.  Hence,  when  in  his  drunken  revelry  he  had  given 
up  the  Baptist  to  the  malice  of  Herodias,  he  was  troubled 
;  and  his  ears  were  open  to  any  tidings  that 
Greawell,  iii.  42S. 
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had  connection  with  tho  departed  prophet.  It  was  a  short 
time  before  this  that  Jceua  Lad  sent  out  the  TwcIyg; 
a  step  that  would  naturally  turn  puhlio  attention  to  Him, 
and  which  might  easily  be  misinterpreted.  It  would  arouse 
His  watchful  enemies  to  action,  for  it  apparently  indicated 
a  purpose  to  disseminate  His  doctrine  more  widely,  and  to 
make  disciples  in  larger  numbers.  It  might  thus  easily, 
through  them,  reach  the  ears  of  Herod,  who  would  be  led 
to  inquire'  more  particularly  into  the  character  and  works 
of  thenewRabbL  But  hLs  informants  gave  him  different  an- 
swers, (Mark  vL  14,  15  ;  Lube  ix.  7,  8.)  Some  said  that  He 
was  Elias ;  othei-s  that  He  was  a  prophet,  or  as  one  of  the 
prophets ;  and  others  still,  ignorant  of  His  earlier  work,  said 
that  He  was  John  the  Baptist  risen  from  the  dead.  This  last 
account,  to  the  uneasy  and  superstitious  mind  of  Herod,  was 
most  credible,  and  explained  how  He  wrought  such  mighty 
works  as  were  ascribed  to  Him,  Returned  to  life,  ho  could 
do  what  could  be  done  by  no  one  in  mortal  flesh,  (Matt, 
xiv.  2 ;  Mark  vi.  14.)  All  this  awakened  in  Herod  a  lively 
desiro  to  see  Jeans,  but  no  intimation  is  given  us  that  he 
designed  to  an-est  Him,  or  to  hinder  Him  in  His  work. 
Thus  far  the  Mcssi,inie  claims  of  the  Lord  had  been  pur- 
posely kept  in  the  background ;  and  there  was  nothing  in 
His  teachings  or  actings,  to  awaken  Herod's  jealousy  of 
Him  as  a  claimant  of  the  throne.  At  no  period  does  the 
Mng  seem  to  have  looked  upon  Him  with  any  dislike,  or 
fear,  as  a  political  leader.  The  threatenings  of  the  Pharisees 
at  a  later  period,  that  Ilerod  would  kill  Him,  (Luke  sin. 
31,)  seem  to  have  been  a  device  of  their  own  to  fiighten 
Him  from  His  labors. 

According  to  Josephus,'  John  was  pat  to  death  at 
Machaerus,  a  fortress  at  the  southern  extiemity  of  Perea 
on  the  borders  of  Arabia,  When  the  first  wife  of  Herod, 
learning  his  design  to  marry  Herodij^,  fled  fiom  him  to  her 

1  Aniiq.,  IS-  5.  S. 
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fiither  Aretas,  king  of  Arabia,  thia  fortress  belonged  to 
the  Arabians,'  At  what  period  did  it  come  into  tbe  hands 
of  Herod  ?  Greswell  (iii,  423)  supposes  that  John  reproved 
Herod,  when  he  knew  that  a  mai-riage  with  Herodias  was 
intended,  and  before  its  completion.  Having  imprisoned 
John,  he  departed  to  Rome,  and  on  his  return  beheaded 
him.  According  to  this  order  of  events,  Herod  now  had 
possession  of  Machaerus,  but  it  very  soon  fell  into  the  hands 
of  Aretas,  and  was  in  his  hands  when  his  daughter  fled  from 
Herod.  But  the  common  interpretation  of  tho  Evangeliats, 
that  Herod  had  taken  Herodias  as  his  wife  before  he  was 
reproved  by  John,  is  most  probable.  Very  soon,  therefore, 
after  hia  first  wife's  return  home,  this  fortress  must  have 
been  captured  by  Herod,  but  when  or  how  we  have  no 
knowledge.'  It  has  been  questioned  whether  Herod  would 
have  made  a  birthday  feast  at  the  southern  extremity  of  his 
dominions,  where  it  would  be  difficult  for  the  courtiers  and 
noblemen  of  his  court  to  attend.  Still,  if  we  remember 
that  the  Jews  generally  were  in  the  habit  of  going  up  from 
the  most  remote  parts  of  the  land  to  Jerusalem,  once  or 
more  every  year  to  the  feasts,  the  journey  of  a  few  courtiers 
to,  Machaerus  will  not  seem  strange.  Besides,  if  Herod  was 
detained  there  through  the  war,  or  other  canse,-  the  feast 
must  follow  his  pleasure  ;  and  if  Machaerus  was  not  conve- 
nient to  his  guests  from  Galilee,  it  was  more  convenient  to 
those  from  Perea. 

Some,  however,  have  supposed  that  tho  feast  did  not 
take  place  at  Machaerus,  although  John  was  beheaded 
there,  but  at  Tiberias,  or  at  Julias.  But  although  possible 
that  the  head  of  the  Baptist  should  have  been  taken  from 
Machaerus  to  "nberiaa  before  the  feast  ended,  yet  the  ob- 
vious interpretation  of  the  narrative  is,  that  he  was  beheaded 

'  AnUq.,  18.  6. 1  and  S, 

'  Gams,  der  TSufer,  47.  This  supposed  inconsistency  in  Joseph iis  has  led 
Eomo  to  doubt  whether  indeed  tho  Baptist  wns  imprisoned  at  JIacliaerus. 
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the  same  night  in  which  the  danghter  of  Herodias  danced 
before  the  king,  or  at  least  that  no  long  interval  elapsed. 
If  the  feast  was  not  at  Machaerns,  where  most  place  it,'  it 
was  most  probably  at  Julias,  as  said  by  Wieseler,  which 
was  at  no  great  distance,  and  where  Herod  had  a  summer 
palace. 

>  Mejer,  Alfbrd,  Gams. 
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FROM  THE  DEATH  OF  THE  BAPTIST  TO  THE  FINAL  DE- 
PARTUKE  FROM  GALILEE,  OR  FROM  APRIL  TO  OCTO- 
BER,  782.    A.D.  29. 


Upon  the  Lord's  Ministry  in  OaliUe  from  the  death 
of  the  Baptist  till  its  close. 

The  connection  between  the  imprisonment  of  tlio  Bap- 
tist and  the  commencement  of  the  Lord's  ministry  in  Gali- 
lee, has  been  already  considered.  The  same  moral  causes 
that  determined  this  connection,  make  the  death  of  the 
Baptist  important  in  its  influence  upon  the  subsequent  char- 
acter of  that  ministry.  It  appears  from  the  notices  of  the 
Evangelists  that  when  this  event  occurred,  the  popularity 
of  Jesus,  if  we  may  use  this  word,  was  at  its  height  in  Gali- 
lee. Great  multitudes  follow  Him  wherever  He  goes,  and 
so  throng  Him  that  He  has  no  leisure  even  to  eat.  From 
every  part  of  the  land  they  come  to  listen  to  His  teacbings 
and  to  be  heaied,  Kor  may  we  ascribe  this  concourse 
merely  to  curiosity  arid  selfishness.  These  doubtless  ruled 
in  many ;  but  that  there  was  also  at  this,  period  a  large 
measure  of  f^th  in  Him  as  one  sent  from  God,  appears  from 
the  fact  that  "  whithersoever  He  entered,  into  villages  or 
cities,  or  country,  they  Iwd  the  sick  in  the  streets,  and  be- 
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sought  Him  that  they  might  touch  if  it  were  but  the  bor- 
der of  His  garment ;  and  as  many  as  touched  it  were  made 
whole."  As  His  healing  power  seems  now  to  have  been 
manifested  in  its  greatest  activity,  so  now  He  performs  one 
of  the  most  stupendous  of  His  miracles,  the  feeding  of  the 
five  thousand.  At  no  period  of  His  ministry  did  He  stand 
in  such  high  reputation  with  the  people  at  large  as  a 
Teacher  and  Prophet;  and  to  the  human  eye,  His  labors 
seemed  about  to  be  crowned  with  great  results. 

It  was  at  this  stage  of  His  ministry  that  He  hears  of 
the  Baptist's  death.  To  His  clear-seeing  eye  the  fate  of 
His  forerunner  was  prophetic  of  His  own.  As  the  Jews 
"had  done  unto  the  Baptist  whatsoever  they  listed,  as  it 
was  written  of  Him,"  so  He  knew  that  He  also  "  must  suffer 
many  things  and  be  set  at  naaght,"  (Mart  ix.  12,  13.) 
However  well  disposed  toward  Him  individuals  among  the 
people  might  be,  there  was  no  longer  hope  that  the  nation, 
as  such,  would  receive  Him.  The  more  clearly  He  revealed 
H^i  Messianic  character  in  its  higher  features,  the  more  all 
the  worldly  minded,  the  unspiritoal,  turned  away  from 
Him.  His  popularity  rested  upon  no  solid  or  permanent 
basis,  as  there  was  no  recognition  of  His  divinity,  and  He 
was  deemed  merely  the  equal  of  John  or  Elijah.  From 
this  time,  therefore.  He  begins  to  act  as  in  view  of  Hie  ap- 
proaching death.  More  and  more  He  withdraws  Himself 
from  the  crowds  that  follow  Him,  and  devotes  Himself 
to  the  instruction  of  His  disciples.  It  is  not  now  so  much 
His  purpose  to  gather  new  adherents,  as  to  teach  those  al- 
ready believing  on  Him  the  great  mysteries  of  His  person 
and  work.  As  yet  the  knowledge  of  even  the  Twelve  was 
veiy  imperfect ;  and  He  could  not  b%  personally  separated 
from  them  till  He  had  taught  them  of  His  divine  origin, 
and,  as  subsequent  to  this,  of  His  death,  resurrection,  as- 
cension, and  of  His  coming  again  in  glory. 

As  the  Lord  seemed  thus  to  shun  public  observation,  it 
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was  natural  that  the  popular  favor  which  had  followed  Him 
should  suffer,  at  least,  a  temporaiy  diminution ;  and  that 
this  should  have  teen  the  signal  for  increased  activity  on 
the  part  of  His  enemies.  As  He  made  no  distinct  assertion 
of  His  Messianic  claims  before  the  people  at  large,  and,  so 
far  from  assuming  royal  dignity,  seemed  rather  to  taie  the 
position  of  a  mere  Babbi,  the  fickle  multitude  was  the  more 
easily  affected  by  the  accusations  and  invectives  of  His 
foes.  His  teachings  also  seem  to  Lave  gradually  assumed  a 
more  mysterious  and  repellent  character.  He  speaks  of 
Himself  as  "the  bread  of  life;"  of  the  necessity  of  "eating 
His  flesh  and  drinking  His  blood ; "  language  so  incorapi-e- 
hensible  and  so  offensive,  that  many,  even  of  His  disciples, 
forsook  Him.  To  the  scribes  and  Pharisees  He  addresses 
reproaches  of  unwonted  severity.  Up  to  this  time  He  had 
been  engaged  in  gathering  disciples,  and  for  their  sake  He 
would  not  willingly  array  against  Himself  those  whom  all 
the  people  had  been  taught  to  honor  as  their  ecclesiastical 
rnlei's  and  teachers.  Such  open  hostiiity  on  their  part,  and 
a  corresponding  severity  of  rebuke  on  Hia,  would  have  been 
a  stumbling  block  to  the  tender  conscience,  and  half  enlight- 
ened mind.  But  the  time  is  come  that  the  line  of  separa- 
tion must  bo  clearly  drawn,  and  the  truth  respecting  Him- 
self and  His  enemies  be  openly  spoken ;  and  His  disciples 
learn  that  to  follow  Him  involves  the  fierce  and  persistent 
enmity  of  their  spiritual  rulers  and  guides — an  enmity  which 
should  follow  them  even  after  His  own  death. 

That  which  specially  characterizes  the  second  part  of 
the  lord's  ministry  in  Galilee,  or  that  from  the  death  of  the 
Baptist  onward,  we  thus  find  to  be,  a  gradual  withdrawal 
of  Himself  from  the  multitude  and  from  public  labors ;  and 
the  devotion  of  Himself  to  the  instruction  of  His  disciples. 
When  by  these  instructions  He  has  prepared  them  to  un- 
derstand His  Divine  Sonship  and  what  should  befall  Him  at 
Jerusalem,  His  Galilean  ministry  cornea  to  its  end. 
13* 
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jifter  the  return  of  the  Twelve  to  Him  at  Caper-  Mahe  vi.  30-44. 

naam,  Jesus  preparea  to  go  with  Iheio  acrow  tbe  aea  to  Luke  ix.  10-17. 

find  seclusion  and  rest.     They  deaire  to  go  prival«lj,  John  vi.  1-4. 

but  tbe  multitudes  seeing  Ihem  departing  bj  eliip,  foi-  Matt.  liv.  13, 1 
low  them  on  foot  along  the  shore,  and  eome  to  the 
place  where  He  had  gone.    He  heala  their  sick,  and  the 


s  evening  ii 


>  and    Matt,  s 


children.     Immediately  after,  He  compels  tbe  disci-    John  vi.  5-14. 

pies  to  return  in  the  ship  to  Capernaum,  and  remains  to    Mahk  vi.  45-63. 

dismiss  the  people.     He  spends  the  night  alone,  and    JcliN  vi.  16-21. 

early  in  tho  morning  walks  upon  the  sea  to  rejoin  the 

disciples  who  had  been  driven  from  their  course  by  the 

wind,  and  were  unable  to  make  the  land.     Having 

rescued  Pelet,  who  attempts  to  wallc  upon  the  water  to    Matt.  siv.  28-34. 

meet  Him,  Ihej  both  euter  the  boat,  and  immediate; 

come  to  the  shore  in  the  land  of  Gennesaret, 

It  13  not  said  where  Jesus  was  when  the  disciples  of 
John  came  to  Him  to  announce  their  master's  death,  (Matt. 
xiv.  12,)  hut  it  was  natui-al  that  they  should  seek  Him  at 
Capernaum.  About  the  same  time  the  Twelve,  who  had 
been  absent  on  their  mission,  rejoined  Him,  Perhaps  their 
return  at  this  juncture  may  have  been  determined  by  the 
tidings  of  the  death  of  the  Baptist,  whieh  must  very  soon 
have  become  widely  and  generally  known.  As  usual, 
whenever  Jesus  after  one  of  His  circuits  returned  to  Caper- 
naum, the  people  of  the  surrounding  cities  and  villages 
flocked  to  see  Him,  bringing  with  them  their  sick.  "Many 
were  coming  and  going,  and  they  had  no  leisure  so  much 
as  to  eat,"  (Mark  vi.  31.)  Jesus  therefore  detennines  to 
cross  the  sea  and  find  repose  in  the  uninhabited  hills  upon 
the  eastern  shore.  Some  attribute  this  departure  to  fear  of 
Herod's  hostility,  and  this  has  some  countenance  in  the 
language  of  Matt,  xiv,  13.    But  a  more  careful  examination 
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showa  US  that  this  could  not  have  been  His  motive.  Mark 
(vi.  31)  gives  the  Loril's  own  ivords  to  the  aiwstles,  "  Come 
ye  yomselves  apirt  into  a  dosort  place,  and  rest  awhile;" 
adding  the  explanatory  remark  that  "  they  had  no  leisure 
so  much  1^  to  eit "  He  desired  to  separate  the  apostles 
from  the  multitude ,  and  to  give  them,  after  their  lahora,  a 
little  penod  of  repose,  such  as  was  not  possible  for  them  to 
obtain  at  Capernaum.  Perhaps,  also.  He  Himself  desired  a 
few  hours  for  solitary  communion  with  God,  for  the  refresh- 
ment of  His  o^yn  spirit,  agitated  by  the  death  of  John, 
whom  He  mourned  as  a  faithful  friend ;  and  in  whose  un- 
timely and  violent  end  Ho  saw  the  sign  and  foreshadowing 
of  His  own  approaching  death. 

That  the  departure  across  the  sea  was  not  through  fear 
of  peraonal  Tiolence  from  Herod,  appears  also  from  the  fact 
that  Jesns  the  next  day  returned,  landing  publicly  upon  the 
shore  of  Genncsaret ;  and  thence  attended  by  crowds  went 
to  Capernaum,  where  He  taught  openly  in  the  synagogue, 
(Mark  vi.  5S-55 ;  John  vi.  22-5S.)  And  after  this,  as  be- 
fore, lie  continued  to  mako  Capernaum  His  ahodo,  and 
was  not  molested  by  Herod.  Norton  suggests  that  the 
death  of  John  had  produced  a  sudden  excitement  among 
the  people  ;  and  that  public  attention  began  to  bo  turned  to 
Jesus  as  ono  who  might  avenge  his  murder,  and  become 
Himself  their  king.  It  was  to  escape  the  people,  rather 
than  Herod,  that  He  crossed  the  sea.  But  the  desire  to 
make  Him  king,  {John  vi,  15,)  seems  to  have  been  rather 
the  effect  of  tho  miracle  He  wrought  than  of  any  popular 
indignation  because  of  John's  death. 

Tho  place  to  which  the  Lord  directed  His  course  across 
the  sea,  was  "  a  desert  place  belonging  to  the  city  called 
Beths^da,"  [Luke  ix,  10,)  The  position  of  this  city  has  been 
already  discussed.  According  to  the  conclusion  then 
reached,  it  was  situated  just  at  the  entrance  of  the  Jordan 
into  the  sea,  and  upon  both  banks  of  the  stream,   TJpon  the 
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east  sido  lies  the  ricli  level  plain  of  Biitaiha,  (Batihah,)  form- 
ing a  triangle,  of  which  the  eastern  mountains  make  one 
side,  and  the  river  bank  and  the  lake  shore  the  two  other. 
This  plain,  with  its  hordci-ing  hills,  prohably  belonged  to 
Bethsaida.  It  was  at  tho  southei^tem  angle  of  this  plain, 
■where  the  hills  come  down  close  to  the  shore,  that  Thom- 
son (ii.  29)  places  the  site  of  tho  feeding  of  tho  five  thou- 
sand, "  From  the  four  narratives  of  this  stupendous  mir- 
acle, we  gather,  1st,  that  the  place  belonged  to  Bethsaida; 
2d,  that  it  was  a  desert  plaee;  3d,  that  it  was  near  the 
shore  of  the  lake,  for  they  came  to  it  by  boats ;  4th,  that 
there  was  a  mountain  close  at  hand ;  5th,  that  it  was  a 
smooth,  grassy  spot,  capable  of  seating  many  thousand 
people.  Now  all  these  requisites  are  found  in  this  cxaet 
locality,  and  nowhere  else,  so  far  as  I  can  discover.  This 
Butaiha  belonged  to  Bethsaida.  At  this  extreme  south- 
east corner  of  it,  the  mountain  shuts  down  upon  the  lake, 
bleak  and  barren.  It  was,  doubtless,  desert  then  as  now, 
for  it  is  not  capable  of  cultivation.  In  this  little  cove  the 
ships  (boats)  were  anchored.  On  this  beautiful  sward,  at 
the  base  of  the  rocky  hill,  tho  people  were  seated."  ' 

We  see  no  reason  to  doubt  that  Thomson  has  rightly 
fixed  upon  the  site  of  the  miracle.  Tradition,  indeed,  placed 
it  upon  the  west  side  of  the  lake,  near  the  city  of  Tiberias. 
Arculf  {a.  d.  VOO)  was  shown  "  a  grassy  and  level  plain, 
which  had  never  been  ploughed  since  that  event."  But  the 
tradition,  though  old,  has  no  basis.* 

There  is  a  slight  seeming  discrepancy  in  the  statements 
of  Matthew  and  Mark  respecting  tho  meeting  of  Jesus  with 
the  multitude  that  followed  Him.  Matthew  relates  that 
"  Jesns  went  forth  and  saw  a  great  multitude,  and  was 
moved  with  compassion,"  &c.;  implying  that  He  had  al- 

'  See  also  Por1«r,  Hand  Boot,  ii.  42S. 

'  It  has.  however,  been  reoeutly  defended  by  Thropp,  Journal  of  Class, 
and  Sao.  Philology,  tol.  ii,  200, 
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ready  reached  the  place  He  sought  ere  the  ci-owds  came. 
Mark  relates  that  the  crowds  "  outwent  them,  and  came 
togetl  e  unto  Him.  And  Jesus,  when  He  came  out,"  i.  e., 
f  om  th  h  p,  "  saw  much  people,  and  was  mored  with 
comp  t  ward  them,"  &c.    Whether  any  discrepancy 

exi  t  1  1  nds  upon  the  meaning  of  "  went  forth,"  tieXOiov, 
n  M  tt!  w  Meyer  refers  it  to  His  coming  forth  from  His 
place  of  retirement.'  In  his  note  on  Mark,  (vi.  34,)  A3ford 
remarks :  "  There  is  nothing  in  Matthew  to  imply  that  He 
had  reached  His  place  of  solitude  before  the  multitudes 
came  up,"  There  seems  to  bo  no  good  reason  why  the 
"  went  forth"  in  Matthew,  should  be  differently  understood 
from  the  "came  out"  of  Mark;  the  word  in  both  cases  being 
the  same,  and  in  both  may  refer  to  His  coming  out  of  the 
ship.  Lichtenstcin  reconciles  the  discrepancy  by  supposing 
that  a  few  came  before  Jesus  reached  the  shore,  but  unwill- 
ing to  intrude  upon  Him,  waited  till  the  others  came ;  so 
that  He  had  a  little  interval  of  retirement  ere  He  went  forth 
to  heal  the  sick  and  teach. 

Some  have  supposed  that  John  (vi.  4)  mentions  the  fact 
that  "  the  Passover  was  nigh,"  to  explain  why  so  great  a 
company  should  have  gathered  to  Him  of  men,  women,  and 
children.  They  were  composed,  at  least  in  part,  of  those 
that  were  journeying  toward  Jerusalem  to  keep  the  feast." 
Alexander,  on  the  other  hand,  objects  that,  from  the  fact 
that  they  had  nothing  to  eat,  they  could  scarcely  be  a  caravan 
of  pilgrims,  but  were  probably  just  come  from  their  own 
homes.  It  would  seem  tliat  the  people  were  mostly  from 
Capernaum  and  the  towns  adjacent.     (See  Mark  vi.  33.) 

It  was,  aa  has  already  been  shown,  the  Lord's  desire  to 
go  privately  with  the  apostles,  and  thus  escape  the  multi- 
tudes, bat  as  His  preparations  to  depart  were  necessarily 
made  in  public,  and  the  departure  itself  was  in  sight  of  all, 
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He  could  not  prevent  them  from  following  Him.  It  strik- 
ingly marks  the  strong  hold  Ho  now  had  upon  the  people 
at  large,  that  so  great  a  number  should  follow  Him  so  far. 
That  they  should  be  able  to  keep  pace  with  thoao  in  the 
boat,  will  not  appear  strange  if  wo  remember  the  relative 
positions  of  Capernaum  and  Bethsaida,  as  already  defined. 
From  the  former  city,  which  wo  identify  with  Tel!  Hum, 
to  the  entranco  of  the  Jordan,  whore  we  place  Bethsaida, 
is,  according  to  Robinson,  one  hour  and  five  minutes,  or 
about  two  and  a  half  geographical  miles.  The  distance 
from  the  entrance  of  the  Jordan  along  the  eastern  shore  to 
the  point  where  the  mountains  a,pproach  the  lake,  is  also 
about  an  hour.  The  whole  distance,  then,  which  the  people 
had  to  travel,  was  not  more  than  six  or  eight  miles,  and 
from  the  conformation  of  the  coast,  could  be  as  rapidly 
passed  by  those  on  the  shore  as  those  in  the  boat,  Gres- 
weil,'  who  puts  this  Bethsaida  at  the  southeastern  angle 
of  the  lake,  supposes  that  Jesus  set  out  from  Capernaum  in 
the  evening,  and  landed  at  Bethsaida  in  the  morning,  and 
that  the  people,  who  ran  before  on  foot,  travelled  all  night, 
a  distance  of  about  sixteen  Roman  miles.  This  needs  no 
refutation. 

The  presence  of  this  multitude,  that  had  followed  Him 
BO  far,  awakened  the  Lord's  compassion ;  and  receiving  them 
He  "spake  unto  them  of  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  healed 
them  that  had  need  of  healing,"  (Luke  is.  11.)  From 
John's  language,  (vi.  5,)  it  would  seem  that  the  Lord  firet 
addressed  Philip  with  the  inquiry,  "Whence  shall  we  buy 
bread  that  these  may  eat  ?  "  According  to  the  Synoptlsts, 
it  was  the  disciples  who  proposed  to  Him  that  He  should 
send  thorn  away  that  they  might  buy  themselves  victuals. 
But  none  of  the  Evangelists  narrate  all  the  conversation 
that  passed  between  Jesus  and  the  disciples.  Probably  the 
disciples  first  proposed  to  send  the  people  away  to  get 
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food,  and  He  replies,  "  Give  ye  them  to  eat,"  (Mark  vi.  35- 
3  7.)  This  leads  to  a  general  conversation  in  ivliicli  He  spe- 
cially addresses  Philip,  and  asks  where  bread  could  be 
bought.  He  then  directs  them  to  make  inquiry  how  many 
loaves  they  had.  After  making  inquiry,  Andrew  reports 
that  there  were  five  barley  loaves  and  two  small  fiehea ; 
and  hereupon  He  proceeds  to  feed  the  multitude.  Why 
the  question  was  addressed  particularly  to  Philip,  does  not 
appear,  except  that  the  Lord  would  prove  him.  As  a  resi- 
dent of  Eethsaida,  he  would,  however,  naturally  know  how 
food  could  be  procured  in  that  region  better  than  the  other 
apostles. 

The  effect  of  this  miracle  upon  the  minds  of  those  pres- 
ent was  very  great.  So  mighty  and  wonderful  an  exhibi- 
tion of  power,  reminding  them  perhaps  of  the  feeding  of 
their  lathers  in  the  wilderness  by  Moses,  led  them  to  say, 
"This  is  of  a  truth  that  prophet  that  should  come  into  the 
world."  We  can  aearee  doubt  from  the  context  that  they 
meant  the  Messiah,  for  so  great  was  their  enthusiasm  that 
they  proposed  among  themselves  to  take  Him  by  force  and 
make  Him  king,  {John  vi.  14,  15.)  Thus  the  effect  of  the 
miracle  was  to  confirm  them  in  their  false  Messianic  hopes ; 
for  they  interpreted  it  as  a  sign  and  pledge  of  the  highest 
temporal  prosperity  under  His  rule,  who  could  not  only 
heal  the  sick  of  all  tlieir  diseases,  but  feed  fivo  thousand 
men  with  five  loaves  of  barley  bread.  Hence  He  must  im- 
mediately dismiss  them.  It  appears  from  Matthew  and 
Mark  that  He  sent  away  the  disciples  first,  perhaps  that  the 
excitement  of  the  multitude  might  not  seize  upon  tliem. 
That  they  were  unwilling  to  leave  Him,  and  that  He  was 
obliged  to  "  constrain  "  them  to  depart,  is  not  strange  if  we 
remember  that  they  knew  no  way  by  which  He  could  re- 
join them  but  by  a  long  walk  along  the  shore,  and  this  in 
the  solitude  and  darkness  of  the  night,  for  it  was  evening 
when  they  left  the  place.    (Compare  Matt,  xiv.  15  and  23,. 
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where  both  evenings,  the  early  and  late,  are  distingnished.) 
Aside  from  their  reluctance  to  leave  Him  alone  at  such  an 
houi-,  there  may  also  have  been  fear  upon  their  own  part  of 
crossing  the  lake  in  the  night,  remembering  their  great 
peril,  fi-om  which  He  had  a  little  while  before  delivered 
them,  (Matt.  vilL  24.) 

After  His  disciples  had  departed,  the  Lord  proceeds  to 
dismiss  the  multitude,  perhaps  now  more  willing  to  leave 
Him  that  they  saw  His  special  attendants  had  gone.  So 
soon  as  aU  had  left  Him,  He  went  up  into  the  mountain 
alone  to  pray — the  second  instance  mentioned  of  a  night  so 
spent ;  the  first  being  the  night  prior  to  the  choice  of  apos- 
tles, (Luke  vi.  12, 13 ;)  and  both  mark  important  points  m 
His  life. 

The  details  of  the  voyage  of  the  disciples  in  their 
topographical  bearings,  have  been  already  considered,  and 
need  not  he  re-stated  here.  We  assume  that  the  place 
where  the  people  were  fed,  was  the  southern  angle  of  the 
plain  of  Butaiha,  where  the  mountains  meet  the  lake. 
From  this  point  the  apostles,  to  reach  Capoi-naum,  would 
pass  near  Bethsaida  at  the  mouth  of  the  Jordan ;  and  as 
Jesus,  proceeding  along  the  shore,  must  necessarily  pass 
throngh  it,  we  find  no  difficulty  in  supposing  that  they  di- 
rected their  course  toward  it  with  the  design  of  stopping 
there,  and  taking  Him  with  them  into  the  boat  when  Ho 
should  arrive.  This  is  plainly  intimated  by  Mark  vi.  45  ;  ^ 
and  is  wholly  consistent  with  John  vi,  17.  This  latter  pas- 
sage is  thus  translated  by  Alford ;  "  They  were  making  for 
the  other  side  of  the  sea  in  the  direction  of  C 
He  adds :  "It  would  appear  as  if  the  disciples 
ing  along  shore,  with  the  expectation  of  taking  in  Jesus ; 
but  night  had  fallen  and  He  had  not  yet  come  to  them, 

1  Seo  WiesEler,  2H,  note  li  Newcomo,  263.  "Tliey  were  to  mate  Beth- 
saida, in  their  passage,  at  wiiich  place  it  was  understood  that  ieaaa  ivas  to 
meet  them  by  land,  tben  embark  with  them." 
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and  the  sea  began  to  be  stormy."  "T!io  great  wind  that 
blew"  and  the  tossing  waves  made  all  their  efforts  to  reach 
Bethsaida  useless.  Nor  could  they  even  make  Capernaum. 
In  spite  of  all  their  endeavors,  they  were  driven  out  into 
the  middle  of  the  late  and  southerly,  down  opposite  the 
plain  of  Geimesaret. 

Thomson,  (ii.  32,)  referring  to  this  night  voyage  of  the 
disciples,  says :  "  My  experience  in  this  region  enables  me 
to  sympathize  with  the  disciples  in  their  long  night's  eon- 
test  with  the  wind.  I  spent  a  night  in  that  Wady  Shu- 
kaiylf,  some  three  miles  up  it,  to  the  left  of  us.  The  sun 
had  scarcely  set  when  the  wind  began  to  rush  down  toward 
the  lake,  and  it  continued  all  night  long  with  constantly  in- 
creasing violence,  so  that  when  we  reached  the  shore  next 
morning  the  face  of  the  lake  was  like  a  huge  boihng  cal- 
dron. The  wind  howled  down  every  wady,  from  the  north- 
east and  east,  with  snch  fury  that  no  efforts  of  rowera  could 
have  brought  a  boat  to  shore  at  any  point  along  that 
coast.  In  a  wind  like  that  the  disciples  must  have  been 
diiven  quite  across  to  Gennesaret,  as  we  know  they  were. 
We  subsequently  pitched  our  tents  at  the  shore,  and  re- 
mained for  three  days  and  nights  exposed  to  this  tremen- 
dous wind.  No  wonder  the  disciples  toiied  and  rowed 
hard  all  that  night,  and  how  natural  their  amazement  and 
terror  at  the  sight  of  Jesas  walking  on  the  waves.  The 
whole  lake,  aa  we  had  it,  was  lashed  into  fuiy ;  the  waves 
repeatedly  rolled  up  to  our  tent  door,  tumbling  on  the 
ropes  with  snch  violence  as  to  carry  away  the  tent  pins." 
The  width  of  the  sea  opposite  the  plain  of  Gennesaret  is 
about  six  miles ;  and  the  disciples,  who  "had  rowed  about 
five  and  twenty  or  thirty  furlongs "  when  Jesus  met  them, 
were  thus  something  more  than  half  the  way  over.  As  this 
was  "about  the  fourth  watch  of  the  night,"  {Mark  vi.  48,) 
or  from  3-6  a.  m.,  the  disciples  must  have  been  struggling 
against  the  wind  and  waves  some  eight  or  ten  hoars. 
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The  incident  respecting  Peter's  attempt  to  walk  on  the 
water  to  meet  Jesus,  is  mentioned  only  by  Matthew,  That 
after  he  had  been  rescued  they  entered  the  ship  is  expressly 
said  :  "  And  when  ihey  wei'e  come  into  the  ship  the  wind 
ceased,"  (Matt.  xiv.  32.)  In  like  manner  Mark,  (vi.  51  :) 
"  And  He  went  up  unto  them  into  the  ship  ;  and  the  wind 
ceased."  But  with  this  John's  narrative  has  been  thought 
by  some  to  bo  in  contradiction,  (vi.  21 :)  "  Then  thoy  will- 
ingly received  Him  into  the  ship,  -qOiXou  avy  Xa^tw  avroy  tts 
TO  ttXoioi'  ;  and  immediately  the  ship  was  at  the  laud  whither 
they  went."  It  is  said  that  the  disciples  willed  or  desired 
to  take  Him  into  the  ship  with  them,  but  did  not,  because 
the  ship  immediately  came  to  the  shore.'  Tholuck,  how- 
ever, defends  the  translation  of  Beza,  "  they  received  Him  • 
with  willingness,"  which  is  the  same  as  our  English  version.' 
Some  deny  that  tlie  ship  came  to  the  shore  by  mii'acle,  bnt 
suppose  that  it  came  rapidly  in  comparison  with  the  earlier 
part  of  the  voyage,  the  wind  having  subsided  and  the  sea 
become  smooth.'  On  the  other  band,  Luthardt,  and  we 
think  rightly,  regards  it  as  supernatural. 


April,  782.     A.  d.  29. 

The  people  of  Gennesaret,  so  soon  na  they  knew    Matt.  li 
that  Jesus  had  landed  upon  their  coasts,  bi-ing  unto 
Him  their  sici:,  ivbo  oie  healed  bj  oniy  touching  the    Mask  vi 
hem  of  Hia  garment.     Those  whom  He  had  fed,  and    John  vi. 
who  bad  spent  the  night  upon  tlie  easlem  shore,  itow 
returning  seek  Him  at  CKpemaum,  whither  He  goes. 
Ill  answer  to  their  question  how  He  came  over  the  sea, 
He  discourses  to  thom  concerning  the  bread  of  life. 
His  words  are  so  offensive  to  many  of  His  disciples    Jons  ri. 

1  So  Jleycr  in  loco ;  Bleefc,  Beitriige,  28. 

!Alford;  seeWiner,  Gram.,  3631   Trench,  Mir.,  228,  not. 

»  Alford,  Tholuck, 
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that  they  henceforth  forsake  Him.     Tlie  Twelve  con-     Jons  yL  61-71. 

tinue  wilh  Hun,  but  He  declares  that  one  of  them  h  a 

devU, 

The  language  of  Matthew  and  of  Mark  is  so  express  in 
connecting  these  miracles  of  healing  with  the  return  after 
the  feeding  of  the  five  thousand,  that  there  ia  no  room  for 
doubt  that  they  then  toolc  place.  It  is  not,  however,  neces- 
sary to  regard  their  statements  as  descriptive  of  an  activity 
confined  to  that  one  day,  but  i-ather  embracing  the  whole 
period  after  Hb  return  till  He  again  departed.  AU  the 
accounts  of  this  period  indicate  that  He  had  now  come  to 
the  culminating  point  of  His  labors.  Never  was  His  popu- 
larity so  great,  and  never  His  mighty  power  so  marvellously 
displayed.  He  could  go  nowhere,  into  country,  or  village, 
or  city,  that  they  did  not  bring  tho  sick  into  the  streets, 
that  they  might  at  least  touch  the  hem  of  His  garment ; 
"  and  aa  many  as  touched  were  made  perfectly  whole." 
The  fact  that  the  men  of  Gennesaret  "  sent  out  into  all  that 
country  round  about,  and  brought  unto  Him  all  that  were 
diseased,"  (Matt,  xiv,  35,)  indicates  their  great  confidence 
in  His  ability  and  willingness  to  heal  all  that  should  be 
brought  to  Him ;  and  perhaps  also  that,  according  to  His 
custom,  He  would  soon  depart  to  other  fields  of  labor. 

Of  those  who  had  been  present  among  the  five  thousand, 
some,  and  probably  many,  remained  in  the  villages  and  towns 
on  tho  eastern  shore  during  the  night.  These,  knowing  that 
His  disciples  had  departed  the  evening  before  for  Caper- 
naum, and  left  Him  behind,  naturally  expected  to  find  Him 
in  the  morning  somewhere  on  that  side  of  the  lake.  Not 
finding  Him,  they  take  boats,  apparently  boats  that  had 
been  sent  over  by  the  boatmen  from  Tiberias  for  passen- 
gers, (John  vi.  23,)  and  go  to  Capernaum,  as  His  usual  resi- 
dence, to  find  Him.  As  He  had  landed  very  early  upon 
the  plain  of  Gennesaret,  for  it  was  about  tho  fourth  watch 
when  He  met  the  disciples,  He  had  probably,  ere  their  ar- 
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rival,  reached  the  city.  The  discourse  concerning  the 
bread  of  life  was  spoken  in  the  synagogue  at  Capernaum, 
(John  vi.  59,)  and  most  probably  npon  the  Sabbath.  Still' 
no  certain  inference  can  be  drawn  from  this  mention  of  the 
synagogue,  as  it  was  used  for  teaching  upon  other  days 
than  the  Sabbath,'  Wiesoler  (2'76)  makes  the  feeding  of  the 
five  thousand  to  have  been  on  tlio  14th  Nisan  or  16th  April,  at 
the  same  time  when  the  paschal  iamb  was  eaten  at  Jerusa- 
lem ;  and  this  day,  therefore,  was  the  I5th  Nisan,  or  the  first 
feast  Sabbath.'  But  this  is  inconsistent  with  the  notice  of 
John,  (vi.  4,)  that  the  Passover  was  nigh,  which  implies  that 
an  interval  of  a  day  at  least,  if  not  of  days,  intervened. 

This  discourse  of  the  Lord  so  ofiTended  many  of  His  dis- 
dples  that  from  this  time  they  walked  no  more  with  Him. 
The  answer  of  Peter  to  the  question  addressed  to  the 
Twelve,  "  Will  ye  also  go  away,"  marks  a  crisis  in  their 
relations  to  Him.  Now  for  the  first  time,  so  far  as  we 
know,  there  was  a  defection  among  His  disciples.  His 
teachings  were  too  hard  for  them,  even  when  confirmed 
by  such  great  miracles.  But  it  was  His  words,  not  His 
works,  that  held  the  Twelve  faithful,  "  Thou  hast  the 
words  of  eternal  life,"  said  Peter.  The  right  reading  of 
the  confession  of  Peter  immediately  following  is,  according 
to  Tisehendoi-f,'  "And  we  believe  and  are  sure  that  thou 
art  the  Holy  Ono  of  God."  This  confession  is  to  be  distin- 
guished from  that  made  later,  (see  Matt.  xvi.  16,)  which 
displays  a  higher  knowledge  of  the  mystery  of  the  Lord's 
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Whilst  atill  at  Capernaum,  Bome  of  the  scribes  and  Matt,  xr,  1-20. 
Pharisees,  who  had  come  from  Jerusalem,  see  HJa  dia-  Mass  vii.  1^23. 
ciples  eaUng  with   unwaEhcd  haads,  and  find  fault. 
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This  leads  to  a,  discusdon  of  Pharisaic  traditiaDS,  and 
shnip  reproofs  of  their  lijpocrisj.     Leaving  Caperna- 
um, He  goes  with  the  Twelve  into  the  coasts  of  Tyre    Matt.  it.  21-28, 
and  Sidon,  avoiding  all  pubUcitj.     But  Ho  could  not  be    Mars  tiL  24-30. 
Md  ;  and  a  woraaa  of  that  region  coming  to  Him  with 
urgent  requBEt,  He  heals  her  daughter.    From  thence 
He  departs  to  the  legioQ  of  Decapolis,  where  he  heals    Matt.  iy.  29-39. 
many,  and  one  with  an  impediment  in  his  speech,  and    Mark  vii.  31-37. 
afterward  feeds  a  multitude  of   4,000  persons.      Ee-    Makk  viii.  1-10. 
croBBing  the  eeo  Ee  returns  to  Capernaum. 

How  long,  after  the  feeding  of  the  five  tliousaad,  the  Lord 
continued  at  Capemaum  we  cannot  tell,  tut  it  is  plain  that 
He  waa  found  there  by  the  Pharisees  and  scribes  which  came 
down  from  Jerusalem.  That  this  was,  as  Wieaeler  maint^ns,' 
upon  the  1 5th  Nisan,  the  day  when  he  supposes  the  discourse 
in  the  synagogue  to  have  been  delivered,  is  highly  improba- 
ble. It  is  not  likely  that  they  would  leave  Jerusalem  till 
the  Passover  was  fully  over.'  Much  earlier  in  the  Lord's 
ministry,  as  we  have  seen,  a  deputation  of  scribes  had  been 
sent  from  Jerusalem  to  watch  and  oppose  Him.  The  pres- 
ence of  this  new  deputation  may  be  ascribed  to  the  reports 
that  bad  been  borne  to  that  city  by  the  pilgrims  going  to 
the  fcaat,  of  the  feeding  of  the  five  thousand,  and  of  the  wish 
of  the  people  to  make  Him  king.  So  great  a  miracle,  and  its 
efiect  on  the  popular  mind,  could  not  be  overlooked  ;  and 
they  hasten  to  counteract,  if  possible,  His  growing  influ- 
ence. Aiiiving  at  Capernaum,  and  watchful  to  seize  every 
possible  ground  of  accusation  against  Him,  they  notice  that 
some  of  His  disciples  did  not  wash  their  hands  in  the  pre- 
scribed manner  before  eating ;  a  sign  that  they  were  already 
in  some  degree  becoming  indifferent  to  Pharisaic  traditions. 
The  words  of  the  Lord  in  reply  to  the  Pharisees  are  full  of 
severity,  and  show  that  He  know  that  they  were,  and  would 
continue  to  bo,  His  enemies.    Now  for  the  first  time  He 

'  Sll,  note  1.  '  Tiaohendorf,  Greawell. 
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i  tliem  openly  as  hypocrites,  and  reproaches  them, 
that  they  set  aside  by  their  traditions  the  commandments 
of  God.  Ho  proceeds  to  address  the  people  upon  the  dia- 
tinetion  between  internal  and  external  defileniDnt ;  and 
afterward,  when  He  was.alono  with  the  disciples,  He  ex- 
plains to  thena  more  clearly  what  He  had  said. 

It  has  been  questioned  whether  the  Lord  went  merely 
to  the  borders  of  Tyre  and  Sidon,  or  actually  crossed  them, 
/Matt.  XT.  21 ;  Mai'k  vii.  24.)'  Some  light  may  he  cast  on 
thia  point  if  we  consider  His  motive  in  the  journey.  That 
it  was  not  to  teach  publicly  seems  plain  from  Mark's  words, 
(vii,  24,)  "  He  would  have  no  man  know  it."  He  desired 
that  His  arrival  should  he  kept  secret.  As  He  had  directed 
the  Twelve,  when  upon  their  mission,  not  to  "  go  into  the 
way  of  the  Gentiles"  to  preach,  it  is  not  probable  that  He 
wonid  now  do  so.  Nor  is  there  any  mention  of  teaching 
or  healing,  exeept  in  the  case  of  the  woman  and  her  daugh- 
ter. His  motive  in  this  journey  obviously  was  to  find  se- 
clusion and  rest,  which  He  had  sought,  bat  in  vain,  to  find 
on  the  east  side  of  the  lake ;  and  could  not  find  in  Caper- 
naum, Ho  hoped  on  the  remote  frontiers  of  Galilee  to 
escape  for  a  time  popular  attention,  and  to  he  hid  from  the 
crowds  that  followed  Him.  We  see  no  evidence  that  any 
fear  of  the  hostility  of  Herod  or  of  the  Pharisees  actuated 
Him.'  It  is  for  the  Twelve  that  He  seeks  a  temporary 
retirement,  and  to  them  will  He  address  His  teachings. 

It  would  not  then  be  inconsistent  with  His  purpose  that 
He  should  enter  the  heathen  provinces  of  Tyre  and  Sidon. 
Here  at  least  He  may  obtain  a  little  interval  of  repose. 

1  In  favorofthe  latter,  Alford,AIexaiider,Blcefe,  Do  Wette.Greairell;  of 
Ihe  fcrmer,  Stier  and  Mejer,  mho  refer  to  Matt.  iv.  22,  as  Bhoning  that  the 
Phcenician  woman  came  out  of  tlie  coasts  of  Tyre  and  Sidoa  to  meet  Jesus,  so 
that  He  wa3  not  within  them. 

'  Groswell,  (ii.  S54,)  who  thinks  Hia  motive  in  thia  jonrnej  was  conceal- 
ment, mattes  tbe  final  end  of  this  concealment  to  escape  the  abservatiou  of 
His  pcrtinaclouB  enemies,  the  scribes  and  Phtitiaees. 
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But  Ho  cannot  be  hid,  and  after  healing  the  daughter  of 
the  Syropheniciaii  woman  in  answer  to  her  importunity, 
He  is  compelled  to  leave  that  region,  and  directs  His  ateps 
to  Decapolis.  The  route  He  followed  is  uncertain.  It  is 
said  by  Mark,  {vii.  31 :)  "And  again  departing  from  the 
coasts  of  Tyre  and  Sidon,  He  came  unto  the  Sea  of  Galilee 
through  the  midst  of  the  coasts  of  Decapolis,"  "As  most 
of  the  cities  of  the  Decapolis  were  situated  near  the  valley  ' 
of  the  Jordan,  south  of  the  Sea  of  Tiberias,  it  is  not  im- 
probable that  our  Lord,  having  gone  to  the  east  of  Pbce- 
nicia  through  Upper  Galilee,  returned  thence,  by  way  of 
Lower  Galilee  through  the  pldn  of  Esdraelon,  to  Bethsheaa, 
(Scythopolis,)  the  only  city  of  Decapolis  which  is  to  the 
west  of  Jordan,  Here  He  would  cross  the  river,  perhaps 
at  the  bridge  now  called  Jisr  Majumah,  then  possibly  make 
a  circuit  about  the  district  of  Fella  and  Philadelphia  to  the 
south,  about  Gerasa  to  the  east,  and  Gadara,  Dios,  and 
Hippo  to  the  north.  Thus  He  would  '  come  unto  the  Sea 
of  Gaiilce  through  the  midst  of  the  coasts  of  Decapolis.'"' 
But  according  to  the  readmg  of  "nschendor^'  "  departing 
from  the  coasts  of  Tyre  He  came  through  Sidon  to  the  Sea 
of  Gaiilce,"  Sia  StSiuvos;  He  went  therefore  northward  from 
Tyre,  and,  passing  through  Sidon,  probably  proceeded 
along  the  Phcenician  border  line  to  the  Jordan,  near  Dan, 
(Laiah,)  and  journeying  along  its  eastern  bank  came  to  De- 
capolis. He  may  thus  have  visited  Csesarea  Philippi,  and 
the  province  of  Herod  Philip,  although  no  special  mention 
is  made  of  it.  "  He  went  first  northward  (perhaps  for  the 
same  reason  of  privacy  as  before)  through  Sidon,  then 
crossed  the  Jordan,  and  so  approached  the  lake  on  its  cast 
side." ' 

What  part  of  Decapolis  the  Lord  visited  is  not  men- 
tioned by  any  of  the  Evangelists.     Under  this  title  were 
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included  ten  cities,  eight  or  nine  of  wliich  wore  on  tlie  east 
side  of  the  Jordan,  and  east  or  southeast  of  the  Sea  of 
Galilee.  It  is  spoken  of  by  Josephus  as  a  well-known  terri- 
torial designation,  emhrsicing  towns  and  villages.  After 
Sytla  had  been  conquered  by  the  Romans,  ten  cities  seem, 
on  some  grounds  not  well  known,  to  have  been  placed  un- 
der certain  peculiar  municipal  arrangements,  and  brought 
directly  under  Roman  rule.  It  is  probable  that  their  pop- 
ulation was  chiefly  heathen.  The  names  of  the  ten  cities 
ai-e  difierentlyg^ven.  To  the  original  ten  cities  others  were 
probably  added,  though  at  no  time  do  they  seem  to  have 
constituted  a  distinct  province.' 

It  is  impossible  to  tell  where  the  heahng  of  the  deaf 
man  with  an  impediuient  in  his  speech,  took  place,  (Mark 
vii.  32.)  If  it  was  one  of  the  cures  mentioned  by  Matthew, 
{xv.  29-3Ij)  it  was  near  the  sea;  but  from  the  fact  that 
Jesus  enjoined  silence  upon  the  deaf  man  and  his  friends, 
we  infer  that  it  was  wrought  before  He  came  to  the  shore 
of  the  lake.  The  injunction  of  silence  was  not  heeded : 
"  The  more  He  charged  them,  so  much  the  more  a  great 
deal  they  published  it,"  The  eflect  of  this  was,  as  related 
by  Matthew,  a  great  gathering  to  Him  of  "  the  lame,  blind, 
dumb,  maimed,  and  many  others,"  whom  He  healed.  Both 
Matthew  and  Mark  speak  of  the  wonder  and  astonishment 
of  the  multitude  as  they  saw  these  healings,  as  if  they  now 
saw  them  for  the  first  time.  It  is  to  be  remembered  that 
Jesus  had  not  visited  this  region  at  all,  except  for  the  few 
hours  when  He  healed  the  demoniacs  of  Gergesa,  and  after- 
ward when  He  fed  the  five  thousand  ;  and  the  great  body 
of  the  people  now  saw  Him  for  the  first  time.  The  ex- 
pression, (Matt.  XV.  31,)  "theygloriSed  the  God  of  Israel," 
may  indicate  that  pai-t  of  the  multitude  were  heathen,  and 
now  glorified  Jehovah  in  contrast  with  their  own  deities ; 
or  it  may  have  reference  to  the  Jews  as  dwelling  among 
■  See  Winer,  i.  363 ;  Smith's  Diet,  of  Bible,  i.  419. 
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the  heatben,  who  saw  in  these  miracles  new  proofs  of  tlie 
power  of  their  God,  before  whom  all  others  were  but  idols. 

Three  days  this  great  conconrse  of  people  continued 
with  the  Lord,  beholding  His  worka,  and  listening  to  His 
words.  The  plEWie  where  they  were  assembled  was,  beyond 
question,  on  the  east  side  of  the  lake,  and  some  suppose  at 
the  samo  place  where  He  had  fed  the  five  thousand.'  Mat- 
thew (xr,  29)  relates  that  "He  came  nigh  unto  the  Sea  of 
Galilee,  and  went  up  into  a  mountain  and  sat  down  there." 
The  use  of  the  article,  to  opoi,  "  the  mountain,"  does  not 
determine  the  spot,  as  it  may  be  used  to  denote  the  high 
land  in  distinction  from  the  lake  shore.  It  seems,  however, 
more  probable  that  it  was  at  some  point  near  the  south  end 
of  the  lake,  as  several  cities  of  the  Decapolis  were  in  that 
vicinity.  Ellicott '  suggests  that  its  site  may  have  been  "  the 
high  ground  "  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  ravine  nearly  op- 
posite to  Magdala,  which  ia  now  called  "  Wady  Seraak." 
Whilst  there  are  several  points  of  resemblance  between  this 
miracle  and  that  of  the  feeding  of  the  five  thousand,  there 
are  many  of  difference  :  as  the  number  of  persons  fed,  the 
quantity  of  food,  the  quantity  of  fragments  gathered  up, 
the  time  the  multitude  had  been  with  Jesus,  and  the 
events  both  precoduig  and  following  the  miracle.  It  is 
probable  that  many  of  the  four  thousand  were  heathen,  or 
those  who  had  come  from  the  east  side  of  the  sea,  whilst 
most  of  the  five  thousand  seem  to  have  followed  Him 
from  the  western  shore.' 

After  sending  away  the  multitudes.  He  took  ship,  per- 
haps the  ship  kept  specially  for  His  use,  and  crossed  the 
sea.  He  came,  according  to  Matthew,  (xv.  39,)  "  into  the 
coasts  of  Magdala ; " '  according  to  Mark,  (viii.  10,)  "  into 
the  parts  of  Dalraanutha."    Magdala  is  generally  identified 

'  So  Trench,  Mir.,  2B5 ;  Greswell,  ii.  3S7. 

"  221,  note  1.,  =  Trench,  Mir,,  386. 

*  For  MagdtiUv  in  the  reeeived  lest,  Tischendorf  and  Al&rd  substitute 
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with  EI  Mejdel,  a  miserable  village  on  tlie  south  side  of  the 
plain  of  Gennesaret,  near  the  lake.'  Dalmanutha  is  gener- 
ally supposed  to  have  been  a  small  town  or  village  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Magdala,  perhaps  in  its  territory,  and  upon 
the  shore.  Porter  places  it  about  a  mile  south  of  Magdala, 
by  the  fountain  Ain-el-Barideh.  Thomson  (ii.  60)  speaks  of  a 
Dalhamia,  or  Dalmamia,  on  the  east  side  of  the  Jordan,  a  lit- 
tle below  its  exit  from  the  Sea  of  Galilee,  which  he  si 
may  be  intended.    The  matter  is  in  itself  unimportant. 


Summer,  182.     a.d.  29 

So  soon  aa  J         re  o  Capernaum,  the  Phari-  Matt.  xri.  1-4. 

sees  aDd  S  dd  b  <>i         tempt  Him  bj  asking  a.  Mark  vilL  11, 12. 

sign  froDi  H  H       p     ^ea  their  hypoeriaj,  and 

declaies  th  g    eh  ul   b   given  them  but  the  sign 

of  the  prophet  Jonas.    Leasing  them,  He  onleifl  a  ship,  Matt.  xvi.  5-13. 

and  again  departs  across  the  latce  l«wari]  Bethsaida.  Mark  viii.  13-2!. 
Upon  the  way  He  discourses  to  the  disciples  respecUng 

the  leaven  of  the  Pharisees.    Arriving  at  Bethaaida,  He  MiRKviii.  22-2ii. 
heals  a  blind  man  and  sends  him  privatelj  home. 

It  is  not  expressly  said  that  Jesua  went  from  Magdala 
or  Dalmanutha  to  Capernaum,  and  it  is  possible  that  He 
may  have  met  Pharisees  and  Saddacees  at  either  of  the 
former  plaoes ;  yet  as  the  latter  city  was  His  homo,  to  which 
He  returned  after  all  Hia  circuits,  and  was  but  few  miles 
from.  Magdala,  we  have  no  reason  to  doubt  that  He  went 
thither  as  usual.  Here,  also.  He  would  more  probably 
meet  the  Pharisees  and  Sadducees,  for  this  meeting  does 
not  seem  to  have  been  accidental,  but  premeditated  on  their 
part.  It  is  the  first  time  the  latter  are  named  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  former,  as  acting  unitedly  in  opposition  to 

Magadan.    Magdala  is  retained  bj  Meyer.    Of  Magadan,  if  distinct  from 
Magdala,  nothing  is  known. 

'  Rob.  ii.,  397;  Porter,  ii.  131.    See,  contra,  Norton,  notes,  163. 
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Him.  Apparently  as  a  party,  the  Sadducees  had  up  to 
this  time  looked  upon  Him  with  indifference  if  not  con- 
tempt. But  aa  His  teachings  began  to  expose  their  errors, 
their  hostility  was  aroused  ;  and  from  this  time  they  seem 
to  have  acted  in  unison  with  the  Pharisees  against  Him, 

The  peculiarity  of  iho  sign  which  His  enemies  now 
sought  from  Him,  was  that  it  should  bo  from  Heaven,  or 
something  visible  in  the  heavens ;  perhaps  some  change  in 
the  sun  or  moon,  or  a  meteor,  or  fire,  or  thunder  and 
lightning.  Denouncing  them  as  hypocrites,  who  could  dis- 
cern the  fa«e  of  the  sky,  but  could  not  discern  the  signs 
of  the  times,  He  refuses  to  g^ve  them  any  other  sign  than 
one  too  late  to  profit  them,  His  own  resurrection. 

The  departure  from  Capernaum  across  the  sea  seems  to 
have  followed  close  upon  this  temptation  of  the  Pharisees 
and  Sadducees.  That  the  lord  was  greatly  grieved  at  this 
new  instance  of  their  unbelief,  appears  from  Mark  viii.  12, 
where  it  is  said :  "  Ho  Mghed  deeply  in  His  spirit."  Alex- 
ander also  observes  that  the  expression,  (v.  13,)  "  'He  left 
them,'  suggests  the  idea  of  abandonment,  letting  them 
alone,  leaving  them  to  themselves,  giving  them  «p  to  hope- 
less unbelief."  According  to  Matthew,  He  admonishes  His 
disciples  to  beware  of  the  leaven  of  the  Pharisees  and  Saddu- 
cees ;  according  to  Mark,  of  the  leaven  of  the  Pharisees  and 
of  Herod.  This  slight  discrepancy  is  generally  explained  by 
saying  that  Herod  was  a  Sadducee.  This  is  in  itself  prob- 
able, for  none  of  the  Herodian  princes  seem  to  have  im- 
bibed the  true  Jewish  spirit;  and  though  fearing  the  Phari- 
sees, because  of  their  great  influence  over  the  people,  yet 
&vored  the  Sadducees,  and  gave  ofiice  so  far  as  possible  to 
men  of  that  party.  But  it  may  be  that  the  Lord  speaks 
of  hypocrisy  in  general  as  leaven,  and  so  the  same  in  what- 
soever person  or  part,y  it  appeared. 

If  Bethsaida  were,  as  we  suppose,  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Jordan,  its  position  would  correspond  with  all  the  condi- 
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tions  of  the  present  narrative.  From  this  point  He  could 
easily  roach  the  town  of  Cfesarea  Phihppi.  Although  we 
know  from  the  Lord's  own  words  (Matt.  xi.  21)  that  He 
had  wrought  many  mighty  works  in  Bethsaida,  yet  the 
healing  of  the  blind  man  is  the  only  one  recorded,  except 
the  feeding  of  the  five  thousand  which  took  place  upon  its 
territory.  For  some  reason  not  stated,  (Markviii.  23,)  the 
Wind  man  was  healed  without  the  city.  There  are  many 
points  of  resemblance  between  this  miracle  and  that  of  the 
healing  of  the  deaf  man  with  an  impediment  in  his  speech, 
(Mark  vii.  32-37.)  In  both  the  Lord  is  besought  to  touch 
them';  He  takes  them  aside  from  the  people;  lie  uses 
spittle ;  He  enjoins  silence. 


SCMMEE,  V82.      A.D.  29. 

Leaving  Bethsaida,  Ha  goes  with  His  disciples  to    Maee  rLii.  27-33, 
Ctcsarea  Philippi.   Whilst  upon  the  waj,  He  asked  them    Mam.  xvi.  13-23. 
"whom  do  men  say  tiiat  I  am?  "    Ho  then  nska  them    Lhke  ii.  18-22. 
their  own  opinion  of  Him,  and  Peter  replies  that  He  is 
the  Christ,  the  Son  of  the  living  God.  This  truth  He  com- 
manda  them  to  tell  to  no  one ;  and  now  begins  to  teach 
them  respecting  His  approaching  rejection  by  the  Jews, 
His  death,  and  resurrection  after  tliree  days,      Peter 
would  rebuke  Him  for  these  words,  but  ia  himself  re- 
buked,    Jesus  afterword  addresses  the   disciples  and    MARKviii.  SI-38. 
liie  people,  and  teaches  them  what  is  involved  mfollow-    Matt,  svi,  2t-28. 
ing  Him,  and  speaks  of  the  rewards  He  would  giro  to    Ldke  ix.  23-27. 
all  when  He  should  come  again  in  the  glory  of  His 
Father,   He  adds,  that  some  standing  before  Him  should    Make  is,  1-10, 
see  Him  come  in  the  glory  of  His  kingdom.     Sin  days    Matt,  xvii,  ]-9. 
after  Ha  goes  to  a  high  mountain,  taking  with  Him    Lcke  is.  28-36. 
Peter,  James,  and  John,  and  is   transfigured  before 

It  is  raucli  disputed  whether  the  journey  to  Ca^sarea 
Philippi,  and  the  Transfiguration,  followed  immediately  upon 
the  miracle  at  Bethsaida,  or  whether  an  interval  elapsed 
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during  which  He  ma.j  have  journeyed  in  other  dircotioDS. 
The  connection  of  the  narratives  does  not  decide  it.  It  is 
said  by  Matthew  (xvi.  13)  that,  "When  Jesua  came  into 
the  coasts  of  Crosarea  Philippi,  He  asked  His  disciples,"  &c. 
This  leaves  the  time  of  His  coming  indefinite.  Mark  {viii. 
27}  says :  "  And  Jesus  went  out — e^vjX^tv — and  His  disciples 
into  the  towns  of  Ctesarea  Philippi."  The  phrase  "  went 
out,"  naturally,  though  not  necessarily,  refers  to  a  depart- 
ure from  the  place  before  mentioned,  which  was  Both- 
saida.  "  Neither  Evangelist  assigns  the  dato  of  this  trans- 
action, even  by  connecting  it  expressly  with  the  previous 
context  as  immediately  successive.  Into  the  villages  or 
towns  dependent  upon  this  important  city,  Jesus  came  with 
His  disciples ;  when  or  whence  is  not  recorded.  '  Went  out' 
throws  no  light  upon  this  point,  as  it  may  refer  to  any 
going  forth  for  any  purpose,  even  from  a  private  house, 
upon  a  journey,  or  from  Capernaum  as  the  centre  of  His 
operations  on  a  new  ofiicial  circuit." ' 

If,  then,  the  Evangelists  do  not  dedde  the  point  by 
their  language,  it  must  be  decided  by  other  considerations. 
It  is  said  on  the  one  side,  that  the  Transfiguration  most  fit- 
tingly finds  its  place  at  the  end  of  the  Lord's  Galilean  min- 
istry, and  therefore  at  a  later  period.  As  at  His  baptism, 
when  about  to  begin  His  work,  there  was  a  voice  fi'om 
heaven,  saying  :  "  This  is  my  beloved  Son  in  whom  I  am 
well  pleased ; "  so  now  at  its  close  the  Father  gives  a  like 
testimony.'  The  announcement,  also,  (Matt.  xvi.  21,) 
that  He  must  go  up  to  Jernsalem  to  die,  implies  that  His 
next  journey  thither  would  be  His  last.  Some,  therefore, 
as  Lichtenstein,  place  the  journey  to  Jerusalem  to  the  feast 
of  Tabernacles  (John  vii.  2)  after  the  miracle  at  Bethsaida, 

1  Aleiander  in  loco.  See  the  same  won!,  t,  II,  "  The  Pharisees  came 
fbrlh,"  whether  from  thsir  homea,  or  from  the  surroundjug  villages,  or  JVom 
Ciipcmaum,  is  matter  of  conjecture. 

»  Hofmnnn  in  Lichtenstein,  SOj. 
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and  before  the  journey  to  the  coasts  of  Philippi.  Stier, 
who  makes  Jcsua  to  have  returned  to  Galilee  after  the  feast 
of  Dedication,  (John  x,  22,)  places  the  Transfiguration  after 
that  return.  But  on  the  other  side,  the  natural  inference, 
as  we  have  sGen  from  the  narratives  of  Matthew  and  Mark, 
is  that  the  Lord  journeyed  directly  from  Bethsaida  toward 
Ciesxirea  Phjlippi,  and  that  there  was  no  relura  to  Caper- 
naum or  visit  to  Jerusalem  hefore  the  Transfiguration.' 

It  deserves,  however,  to  ho  noticed  that  the  Transfigu- 
ration was,  in  any  event,  very  near  the  close  of  the  Lord's 
ministry  in  GalOee,  Hia  lahors  after  this,  as  indeed  for 
some  time  previons,  seem  to  have  been  devoted  chiefly  to 
His  disciples,  till  He  commenced  His  last  journey,  when 
they  again  assumed  a  public  character. 

From  tho  direction  given  to  the  hlind  man  at  Bethsaida, 
not  to  speak  of  his  cure,  as  well  as  fi'om  the  statement 
(Mark  ix.  30}  that  He  desh-ed  to  pass  secretly  through  Gali- 
lee after  the  Transfiguration,  we  infer  that  this  circuit,  like 
the  preceding,  was  not  so  much  to  teach  the  people  at 
large  as  to  escape  the  crowds  that  followed  Him,  and  to 
find  opportunity  to  teach  His  disciples.' 

The  apostles,  in  their  answer  to  His  question,  "  Whom 
do  men  say  that  I  am  ?  "  give  the  opinions  most  current 
among  the  people  generally  in  Galileo,  It  is  not  certain 
whether  He  was,  through  ignorance,  confounded  with  John 
the  Baptist,  as  if  the  latter  were  still  living,  or  was  thought 
to  he  the  Baptist  r^sed  from  the  dead.  The  latter  is  most 
probable,  and  perhaps  reference  may  he  made  to  the  opin- 
ion of  Herod  and  his  party.  How  intimate  was  the  connec- 
tion in  the  Jewish  mind  between  the  resurrection,  and  the 
kingdom  of  heaven  and  the  advent  of  the  Christ,  is  shown 

1  So  most  haroionisls,  Tischendorf,  Eobinson,  KraE,  Friedlieb,  Gres- 
well,  Newoome. 

'  From  Mark  viii.  SI,  EUicott  infers  that  His  object  \raa  pulilia  teacbiog 
und  prcHcbiog. 
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by  Lightfoot,  (on  John  i.  25  :}  "  The  Jews  believed  that  at 
the  coming  of  the  Messiah  the  prophets  were  to  rise  again. 
The  nearer  still  the  '  kingdom  of  heaven '  came,  by  so  much 
the  more  did  they  dream  of  the  resurrection  of  the 
prophets." 

It  is  to  be  noted  that  no  important  part  of  the  people 
seem  to  have  regarded  Jcsna  as  the  Chvist,  or  else  it  would 
have  been  mentioned  by  the  apostles.  It  is  apparent  that 
He  was  regarded  rather  as  a  forerunner  of  the  Messiah  than 
as  the  Messiah  Himself,  though  public  sentiment  may  have 
changed  from  time  to  time  in  regard  to  His  Messianic 
claims.'  On  the  one  hand,  He  had  been  pointed  out  as  the 
Messiah  by  John,  and  His  mighty  works  manifestly  proved 
His  divine  commission ;  yet,  on  the  other  hand,  He  did 
not  openly  avow  Himself  to  be  the  Messiah,  and  His  whole 
course  of  conduct  was  in  striking  contrast  to  their  Messi- 
anic expectations.  Whilst  a  few  here  and  there  said,  *'  Ho 
is  the  Christ,"  the  general  voice  was  that  He  was  but  a  fore- 
runner. After  the  feeding  of  the  five  thousand,  there  was 
a  desire  to  make  Him  king ;  but  this  does  not  show  any 
real  belief  in  His  Messiahship.  It  was  the  natural  effect  of 
so  stupendous  a  miracle  upon  the  restless  Jewish  mind, 
eager  to  cast  off  the  Roman  and  Idumean  yoke ;  and  the 
next  day  many  of  His  disciples,  and  perhaps  those  most 
zealous  to  make  Him  a  king,  repelled  by  His  words,  "  went 
back  and  walked  no  more  with  Him."  This  confession 
of  Peter,  which  was  that  of  all  the  apostles,  was  there- 
fore a  great  turning  point  in  their  history.  To  others 
He  was  only  the  Baptist,  or  Elias,  or  one  of  the  prophets; 
to  them  "  He  was  the  Christ,  the  Son  of  the  living  God." 
This  confession  involves  much  more  than  that  at  Caper- 
naum a  little  earlier,  (John  vi.  69.)  The  latter  was  but  an 
expression  of  their  belief  that  "  He  was  the  Holy  One  of 

1  Lange  on  Mati,  zvi.  14. 
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Gtod."  '  "  This,"  says  Alforcl,  "  brings  out  both  the  human 
and  the  Divine  nature  of  the  Lord."  This  mystery  of  the 
Lord's  person  as  both  Divine  and  human,  was  something 
not  to  be  known  through  any  exercise  of  the  understanding. 
If  Itnown,  it  mast  he  through  the  revelation  of  God.  That 
Peter  should  have  disceracd  it,  Jesus  thus  aacnbea  imme- 
diately to  the  revelation  of  His  Father  in  heaven,  (Matt. 
xvL  17.) 

This  truth,  so  far  surpassing  all  the  common  Jewish 
conceptions  of  the  Messiah,  of  the  united  Divinity  and  hu- 
manity of  the  Lord,  being  known  and  confessed,  Jesus  could 
begin  to  open  to  them  other  truths  till  this  time  concealed. 
Now  Ho  could  teach  them  that  His  first  work  in  the  flesh 
was  to  suffer ;  that  He  must  he  rejected  by  the  Jews  and 
be  put  to  death ;  that  He  must  rise  from  the  dead,  and  af- 
terward establish  tEs  kingdom.  These  truths,  so  new  and 
strange  to  the  disciples,  so  foreign  to  all  their  modes  of 
thinking,  they  could  not  for  a  longtime  comprehend.  The 
very  fact  of  the  Divinity  of  Jesua  made  it  still  more  incom- 
prehensible how  He  could  suffer  and  die,  nor  could  the 
plainest  words  of  the  Lord  make  it  intelligible.  How  re- 
pugnant to  their  feelings  was  the  announcement  of  His  suf- 
ferings, is  graphically  shown  in  the  language  of  the  impetu- 
ous Peter,  "Be  it  far  from  thee.  Lord:  this  shall  not  be 
unto  thee : "  language  which  brought  upon  him  the  sever- 
est rebuke. 

From  this  time  the  teaching  of  Jesus  to  His  disciples, 
and  also  to  the  people  at  large,  (see  Mark  viii.  34  ;  Luke  is. 
23,)  assumed  a  new  character.  Gradually,  as  they  were 
able  to  bear  it,  He  showed  them  how  the  great  purpose  of 
God  in  the  Messiah  must  be  effected  through  His  death, 
and  how  His  sufferings  had  been  foretold  by  the  prophets. 
So  far  from  establishing  any  earthly  kingdom,  in  which 

I  Beading  approved  bj  Tiscbendorf,  Alford,  Mej'er. 
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they  should  have  distinguished  pla«ea,  He  tnust  be  put  to 
a  most  ignominious  death,  and  all  who  received  Him  aa  the 
Messiah,  should  do  it  at  the  peril  of  their  lives.  Yet,  as  a 
counterpoise  to  the  gloomy  picture.  He  speaks  of  an  hour 
when  He  would  come  again,  and  then  every  disciple  should 
have  His  i-eward.  Thus  He  confirmed  to  them  the  great 
feet  that  He  was  to  establish  a  kingdom  in  power  and 
glory.  To  prevent  the  disciples  from  seizing  upon  this 
fact,  and  indulging  in  dreams  of  a  reign  corresponding  to 
that  of  earthly  kings,  the  Lord  was  pleased  to  show  certain 
of  the  apostles,  by  a  momentaiy  transfiguration  of  His 
person,  the  supernatural  character  of  His  kingdom,  and  into 
■what  new  and  liigher  conditions  of  being  both  He  and  they 
must  be  brought  ere  it  could  come.  The  promise  that 
some  then  standing  before  Him  should  not  taste  death  till 
they  had  seen  "  the  Son  of  man  coming  in  His  kingdom," 
(Matt.  xvi.  28,)  or  had  seen  "the  kingdom  of  God  come 
with  power,"  (Mark  is.  1,)  was  fulfilled  when,  after  six 
days,  He  took  Peter,  James,  and  John  into  a  high  moun- 
tain apart,  and  was  transfigured  before  them.  These  apos- 
tles now  saw  Him  as  He  should  appear  when,  having  risen 
from  the  dead,  and  glorified,  He  should  como  again  from 
heaven  to  take  His  great  power  and  to  reign.  They  saw  in 
the  inefiable  glory  of  His  person,  and  the  brightness  around 
them,  a  foreshadowing  of  the  kingdom  of  God  as  it  should 
come  with  power;  and  were  for  a  moment  "  eye- witnesses 
of  His  majesty,"  (2Peteri.  IC.)  Many  eiTors  still  remained 
to  be  removed  from  their  minds,  especially  respecting  the 
time  of  its  establishment,  (Acts  i.  6,)  but  the  great  fact  of 
its  supernatural  character  they  could  not  mistake.  Hence- 
forth the  phrase  "kingdom  of  God"  had  to  these  apostles 
a  significance  which  it  probably  had  not  had  to  any  of  the 
prophets,  and  certainly  had  not  to  any  of  the  Rabbis  or 
priests- 

The  three  apostles  were  commanded  to  tell  no  one  of 
14* 
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the  vision  till  Jesus  had  risen  fiotii  tlie  dead.  It  tliercforo 
remained  for  a  considerable  period  unknown  to  the  other 
apostles  and  disciples.  It  ivaa  natural  that  they  should 
question  one  with  another,  as  they  descended  the  mount, 
what  the  rising  from  the  dead  should  mean,  (Mark  is,  10.) 
They  had  just  seen  the  Ixird  transfigured.  He  had  not 
died,  yet  had  Hia  body  been  invested  with  heavenly  glory. 
It  was  not  then  necessary  to  die  and  to  rise  again  in  order 
to  be  glorified.  What,  then,  should  the  death  and  resur- 
rection of  which  IIg  had  spoken  mean  ?  Not  a  literal 
death  and  resurrection,  but  a  spiritual  death — some  act  of 
suffering,  or  seltsacriSce,  upon  which  supernatural  glory 
should  follow.  And  thus  the  resurrection  from  the  dead, 
as  a  preliminary  to  the  kingdom,  became  still  more  incom- 
prehensible. 

The  statements  of  the  Evangelists  do  not  enable  us  to 
decide  where  the  Transfign ration  took  place.  Matthew  and 
Mark  speak  of  it  as  "  a  high  monntain  ;"  Luko  as  "  the 
mountain,"  to  opos.  A  tradition,  dating  back  to  the  fourth 
century,  gives  Tabor  as  the  ate.  So  generally  received  for 
many  ceoturiea  was  this  tradition,  that  Lightfoot  (Mark 
is.  2)  says :  "  I  know  it  will  be  laughed  at  if  I  should  doubt 
whether  Christ  was  transfigured  on  Mount  Tabor,  for  who 
ever  doubted  of  this  thing."  According  to  Kobinson  (ii. 
358)  the  first  notice  of  Tabor  as  the  place  of  the  Transfigu- 
ration is  as  a  passing  remark  by  Cyril  of  Jerusalem,  and 
afterward  by  Jerome.  Before  the  close  of  the  sixth  cen- 
tury three  churches  were  builded  there,  and  afterward  a 
monastery  was  founded.  Avculf,  a,  d,  700,'  says :  "  At  the 
top  is  a  pleasant  and  extensive  meadow  surrounded  by  a 
thick  wood,  and  in  the  middle  of  the  meadow  a  great  mon- 
astery with  numerous  cells  of  monks.  There  are  also  three 
handsome  churches,  according  to  the  number  of  tabema- 

1  Early  Trarels,  9. 
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clea  described  by  Peter,"  Robinson  and  Stanley  think  it 
conclusive  against  this  tradition,  that  at  tho  time  of  the 
Transfiguration  "  the  eummit  of  Tabor  was  occupied  by  a 
fortified  city."  Thomson,  however,  (ii.  139,)  does  not  re- 
gard this  as  presenting  any  difficulty.  "  There  are  many 
secluded  or  densely  wooded  terraces  on  the  north  and 
northeast  sides,  admirably  adapted  to  the  scenes  of  the 
Transfiguration.  After  all  that  the  critics  have  advanced 
against  the  current  tradition,  I  am  not  fully  convinced." 
Admitting  that  much  may  be  said  in  favor  of  Mount  Tabor 
as  "  the  high  mountain"  of  the  Evangelists;  still  their  nar- 
ratives lead  US  to  place  this  event  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Csesarea  Philippi  rather  than  on  the  west  of  the  iabe,  and 
BO  near  Capernaum.  "  The  Evangelists,"  saya  Ligbtfoot, 
"  intimate  no  change  from  place  to  place."  The  expression 
of  Mark,  (ix.  80,)  that  "departing  thence  He  passed  through 
Galilee,"  would  imply  that  He  was  not  then  in  .Galilee. 
Wo  are  therefore  made  to  look  for  some  mountain  in  the 
vicinity  of  Cresarea,  and  Mount  Hermon  at  once  rises  before 
us.'  "  Standing  amid  the  ruins  of  Csesarea  we  do  not  need 
to  ask  what  that  '  high  mountain'  is.  The  lofty  ridge  of 
Hermon  rises  over  us,  and  probably  on  one  or  other  of. 
those  wooded  peaks  above  us  that  wondrous  event  took 
place."' 

The  difference  in  the  computation  of  Matthew  and  Mark 
on  the  one  side,  who  say,  "  After  six  days  He  taketh  Peter, 
James,  and  John  into  a  high  mountiun  apart,"  and  of  Luke, 
who  says,  "  About  an  eight  days  after  these  sayings,  He 
took,"  &C.,  is  easily  reconciled  if  we  suppose  that  the  latter 
included,  while  the  fonner  excluded,  both  the  day  on  which 
the  words  were  spoken,  and  the  day  of  the  Transfiguration. 
Some,  as  Meyer,  prefer  to  take  Luke's  phrase  "  about  an 
eight  days"  as  indefinite,  but  this  is  contraiy  to  the  use  of 
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(do-ei,  with  numerals  by  this  Evangelist,  The  six  days,  ac- 
cording to  Laiige,  are  probably  to  be  counted  from  the  day 
of  Peter's  confession.  Others,  as  Lightfoot,  count  fi-om  the 
day  the  words  of  Matt,  xvi,  23  were  spoken.  Not  improba- 
bly the  days  were  identical.  It  is  not  certain  at  what  pe- 
riod of  the  day  the  Transfiguration  took  place,  but  most 
probably  during  the  night,  or  at  the  early  dawn.  Dark- 
ness was  not  indeed,  aa  some  have  supposed,  necessary  that 
the  glory  of  the  Lord's  person  might  be  plainly  visible,  for 
when  He  appeared  to  Pad,  (Acts  xxvi.  13,)  it  was  midday, 
yet  the  light  that  shone  around  Him  was  brighter  thaa  the 
sun,  JsTor  does  the  fact  that  the  apostles  slept,  show  that 
it  was  night,  for  their  sleep  seems  to  have  been  not  so  much 
natural  sleep,  the  result  of  fatigue,  as  stupefaction  caused 
by  the  raaiwellous  apparition,  (Rev.  i.  1"?.)  Nor  does  the 
fact  that  He  was  at  that  time  engaged  in  prayer  (Luke  ix. 
29)  determioe  it.  But  as  He  did  not  descend  from  the 
mount  till  the  day  following,  it  is  not  probable  that  He 
ascended  upon  one  day,  was  then  transfigured,  remained 
after  this  during  the  night,  and  the  next  day  returned  to 
the  disciples.  It  is  most  reasonable  to  suppose  that  the 
Lord  went  upon  the  mount  at  even,  that  He  was  transfig- 
ured at  the  early  dawn,  and  soon  after  descended. 


Summer,  782.     a.d.  29. 

Descending  fi-om  Ihe  mount  Jesus  explains,  in  an-  Matt,  ivii,  10-13. 

Bwer  (0  a  question  from  the  npostloa,  how  Eliaa  must  MjiftK  is.  11-13. 
be  the  forerunner  of  the  Mesaab.     At  the  foot  of  tlie 

mountain  thej  meet  the  other  apostiea  surrounded  by  Matt.  xvii.  14-21, 

a  multitude,  among  whom  were  Eoribeg  questioning  Make  is,  14-29. 

with  them.    The  Lovil  heals  a  lunatic  child,  whom  the  Luke  ii.  37-42. 
apostles  had  not  been  able  to  heal. 

That  Elijah  must  personally  precede  the  Messiah,  was 
one  of  the  firmest  and  most  undoubted  convictions  of  the 
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Jewa ;  aud  the  fact  that  the  Baptist  denied  himself  to  be 
Elijah,  was  a  circumstaace  that  went  fav  to  discredit  his 
mission.  If  he  was  not  Elijah  then  Jesus  could  not  bo  the 
Christ.  If  he  was  a  prophet,  and  so  all  the  people  regarded 
him,  it  by  no  means  followed  that  the  Messiah  must  imme- 
diately follow  him;  for  there  might  be  many  prophets  who 
should  act  as  forerunners,  and  yet  Elijah  alono  should  pre- 
pare His  way.  Aa  wo  have  seen,  moat  of  the  people  seem 
to  have  regarded  Jesus  Himself  only  as  one  of  the  pro- 
phetic forerunners  of  the  Messiah.  Educated  in  the  cur- 
rent belief  respecting  the  office  of  Elijah,  the  three  apostles 
could  not  reconcile  it  with  his  appearance  upon  the  mount. 
The  Lord  dears  up  this  great  difficulty  by  explaining  to 
them  the  truth,  so  strange,  that  there  should  be  two  comings 
of  the  Messiah,  and  so  two  forerunners.  Thus  the  mysteiy 
of  two  Elijahs  was  cleared  up  so  soon  as  the  mystery  of 
the  two  comings  was  known.  It  is  remarked  by  Alford: 
"  The  double  allusion  is  only  the  assertion  that  the  Elias 
{in  spirit  and  power)  who  foreran  our  Lord's  first  coming, 
was  a  partial  fulfilment  of  tho  great  prophecy,  which  an- 
nounces the  real  Elias,  (the  words  of  Matachi  iv.  5,  6,  will 
hardly  bear  any  other  than  a  personal  meaning,)  who  is  to 
forerun  His  greater  and  second  coming." 

Tho  other  apostles  and  disciples  had  remained  at  the 
foot  of  the  mount,  probably  in  some  town  or  village,  during 
the  absence  of  the  Lord.  In  the  morning,  before  He  de- 
scended, a  crowd  had  gathered  around  them,  doubtless 
seeking  Him,  and  in  the  crowd  a  man  who  had  brought  his 
lunatic  son  to  be  healed.  In  the  absence  of  Jesus,  he  pre- 
sented him  to  the  disciples,  who  could  not  heal  him.  Among 
those  present  were,  certain  scribes,  who,  apparently  taking 
occaaon  from  tbeir  ill  success,  began  to  question  mth  them, 
and  plainly  with  an  evil  intent.  Whilst  they  are  disputing 
with  the  disciples  Jesus  appears,  and  is  gladly  received  by 
the  multitude.    In  answer  to  the  father's  prayer  He  heals 
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the  child,  after  a  severe  rebuke  of  the  general  unbelief. 
The  question  aiterward  addressed  to  IKm  by  tho  disciples 
when  alone,  "AVhy  could  not  we  cast  him  out?"  shows 
that  they  sapposed  the  power  to  work  miracles,  which  had 
been  given  the  Twelve  when  they  were  sent  forth  upon 
their  mission,  was  still  continued  to  them. 

Autumn,  782.     a.  d.  29. 

Departing  from  the  p)ace  nliere  He  bad  htalcd  tbo    Mabe  ix.  80-32. 
lunatic  ebild,  He  passes  through  Galilee,  avoiding,  as    Matt,  svii.  22,  23. 
far  as  possible,  public  attention,  and  giving  Uimself  to 
the  jnstructioa  of  His  disciplea.    He  repeats  tho  an-    Lcee  ix.  4S-45. 
nottncomcnt  icspectiug  His  death  and  resurrection, 
bat  thej  do  not  understand  Him,  and  are  afraid  to  aslt. 
Atler  some  time  thus  spent  they  come  to  Capernauni ;    Mark  ii.  33-50. 
and  He  here  discourses  to  them  of  their  equality  as    Matt,  xyili.  1-3B. 
brethreti,  and  teaches  them  who  shall  be  regarded  as    Lfke  ij.  46-60. 
the  greatest  in  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven.    Peter,  bav-    Matt,  svii,  24-27. 
ing  declared  (o  tlie  tax  galborcr  that  his  master  is  lia- 
ble to  pay  tribute,  goes  by  Christ's  direction  to  tho  sea, 
and  finds  the  tribute  money  in  the  mouth  of  a  fiah. 
Soon  after  tliis  Jesus  goes  up  seeretly  to  Jerusalem  to    John  vli.  2-10. 
attend  the  feast  of  Tabernacles. 

If  the  healing  of  the  lunatic  child  was,  as  we  have  sup- 
posed, in  the  neighborhood  of  Ciesarea  Philippi,  the  Lord, 
crossing  the  Jordan  near  its  sources,  would  enter  the  north- 
ern parts  of  Galilee,  and  thus  journey  toward  Capernaum. 
That  this  circuit  was  not  for  the  purpose  of  public  teaching 
is  expressly  said  by  Mark,  (ix.  30 :)  "  And  they  departed 
thence,  and  passed  through  Galilee;  and  He  would  not 
that  any  man  should  know."  And  the  reason  is  added  why 
He  would  not  be  known,  "  for  He  taught  His  disciples,"  &c. 
To  instruct  them  more  fully  in  tbe  truths  He  had  just 
opened  to  them  of  His  approaching  death  and  resurrection, 
now  occupied  Him,  and  tbe  presence  of  large  crowds  would 
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have  hindered  Him  in  His  purpose.  How  long  this  circuit 
continued  we  do  not  know,  nor  what  particular  parts  of 
Galilee  He  visited.  Matthew's  language,  (xvii.  22,)  "  And 
while  they  abode  in  Galilee,"  or  more  literaDy,  "  while  they 
were  going  about  in  GalUee,"  implies  that  some  time  was 
spent  there.  The  continued  inability  of  the  disciples  to 
underetand  the  Lord's  words  respecting  His  death  and  res- 
urrection, will  surprise  no  one  acquainted  with  the  Messi- 
anic expectations  of  the  Jews.  They  found  it  impossible 
to  ^ve  a  literal  interpretation  to  His  words,  but  they  were 
afraid  to  ask  Him  what  He  meant. 

During  these  journeyiiigs,  and  probably  just  before 
their  arrival  at  Capernaum,  a  dispute  had  arisen  among  the 
disciples,  who  should  be  the  greatest  in  the  kingdom. 
That  He  was  about  to  reveal  Himself  as  the  Messiah  and 
set  up  His  kingdom,  was  a  belief  still  firmly  rooted  in  their 
minds,  and  which  His  mysterious  words  about  His  death 
and  resuri'cction  seemed  only  to  confirm.  They  knew  that 
some  great  event  was  approaching ;  what  should  it  be  but 
this  long  hoped  for  manifestation  of  the  kingdom,  when 
David's  son  should  sit  on  David's  throne?  It,  therefore, 
naturally  became  now  a  question  of  deep  personal  interest 
to  those  most  ambitious  among  them,  who  should  fill  the 
highest  places  under  the  new  government.  Perhaps  the 
preference  shown  by  Jesus  to  the  three  whom  He  took 
with  Him  upon  the  mount,  and  whom  He  had  before  spe- 
cially honored,  may  have  provoked  envy  and  occasioned 
this  dispute.  It  was  not  till  after  His  an'ival  at  Caperna- 
um that  Jesus  took  notice  of  it.  From  Matthew  {xviii.  l)  it 
seems  that  the  incident  of  the  tribute  money  had  some  con- 
nection with  the  strife,  as  some  of  the  disciples  coming  to 
Him  immediately  after  asked  Him  directly,  "Who  is  the 
greatest  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven?"'     In  the  moat  ex- 

'  Grmwell  (ii.  162)  allempts  to  show  tbat  the  queaUon  in  Matthew  to  Je- 
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pressive  way,  through  a  little  child,  He  teaches  tliom  that 
only  those  like  little  children,  trustful,  humble,  unambi- 
tioua,  could  even  enter  the  heavenly  kingdom. 

The  tax  demanded  of  Jesus  was  the  temple  tax,  which 
all  Jews  were  obliged  to  pay  yearly,  (Ex.  xxx.  13.) '  Some, 
as  Wieseler,  (265,)  have  understood  a  civil  tax,  payahle  to 
the  Romans ;  but  against  this  is  the  use  of  "  didrachma"  for 
the  tribute,  a  sum  equal  to  the  half  shekel,  the  legal  due. 
Besides  this,  the  scope  of  the  Lord's  reply  shows  that  the 
temple  tax  is  meant.  As  the  Son  of  God,  He  was  exempt 
from  the  payment  to  which  others  were  bound  for  the  sup- 
port of  ecclesiastical  services.  Had  it  been  a  civil  tax,  this 
reply  would  not  have  been  so  directly  to  the  purpose." 

According  to  the  Rabbins  this  temple  tax  was  due 
between  the  15th  and  25th  Adar.'  This  would  be  about  the 
time  of  the  Passover.  Greawell,  however,  maintains,  upon 
the  same  authority,  that  it  was  paid  at  each  of  the  three 
great  feasts.  We  cannot  then  determine  at  what  period  of 
the  year  this  demand  of  the  tax  gatherer  was  made.  If 
payment  waa  legally  due  at  the  Passover,  stili  it  may  not 
have  actually  been  demanded  tilt  a  later  period.  It  may 
be  that,  being  regarded  as  a  prophet,  Hp  tothis  time  no 
tax  at  all  had  been  demanded  of  Jesus,  and  that  now,  at  the 
instigation  of  His  enemies,  and  for  the  first  time,  the  de- 
mand was  made.'  Some  suppose  that  the  Rabbins  were 
exempt  from  taxation ;  and  the  question  of  the  tax  gatherer 
seems  to  show  that  ho  had  not  previously  collected  it  of 
the  Lord.  That  he  should  ask  the  question  of  Peter,  may 
be  explained  from  his  prominent  position  as  a  disciple,  or 
because,  as  a  resident  in  the  city,  he  was  well  known.     The 


£us  nos  subsequent  to  Jlia  question  to  the  upoetlcs  in  llurk  (ix.  SS)  and  ia 
Lnke,  (ix.  46.) 

1  Josephua,  Anliq.,  IS.  3.  . 

'  Meyer ;  Winer,  ii.  63S,  nc 

'  See  Wiuer,  i.  4. 
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inference  of  Bengel  from  the  fact,  that  the  Lord  paid  the 
tax  for  Himself  and  Peter  but  for  none  other  of  the  apos- 
tles, that  the  others  were  too  young  to  be  taxed,  is  wholly 
improbable  and  unnecessary.  A  better  basis  has  the  infer- 
enee  of  some  early  commentators,  that  the  honor  here 
shown  to  Peter  gave  edge  to  the  dispute  about  preeminence. 

It  is  at  tbis  period  that  we  put  His  journey  to  Jerusa- 
lem to  the  feast  of  Tabernacles  recorded  by  John,  (vii,  2-10.) 
By  many  this  journey  and  that  mentioned  by  Luke  (ix. 
51-53)  are  regarded  as  identical.  But  a  careful  eompari- 
eon  shows  so  many  points  of  difference  that  it  is  very  diffi- 
cult to  believe  them  the  same.  These  will  bo  hereafter 
examined.  For  the  present  it  will  bo  assumed  that  the 
journeys  are  distinct. 

In  what  place  Jesus  met  His  brethren,  (John  vii.  3,) 
and  whence  He  departed  to  the  feast,  is  not  certain,  but 
most  probably  it  was  Capernaum,'  His  brethren  appear 
not  wholly  as  unbelievers,  but  as  those  who,  recognizing 
His  works  as  wonderful,  do  not  understand  His  course  of 
conduct.  Sharing  the  common  opinions  respecting  the 
Messiah,  they  felt  that  if  His  Messianic  cl^ms  were  well 
founded,  there  could  be  no  general  recognition  of  them  bo 
long  as  He  confined  His  labors  to  Galilee,  (see  vs.  41  and 
52.)  In  advising  Him  to  go  and  show  Himself  in  Jndea, 
their  motives  were  friendly  rather  than  evil.  They  knew 
that  Jerusalem  was  the  ecclesiastical  centre,  and  that  if  He 
desired  to  be  received  by  the  nation  at  large.  He  must  first 
find  reception  there.  His  works  in  Galilee,  however  great 
they  might  be,  could  avail  little  so  long  as  the  priests  and 
scribes  did  not  give  Him  their  countenance  and  aid.  The 
disciples  He  bad  already  made  were  men  of  no  reputation. 
Their  adhesion  gave  Him  no  strength,  for  they  were  but 
Galilean  fishermen  and  publicans,  and,  with  few  exceptions, 

1  Greswell,  ii.  482. 
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poor  and  obscure  people.  lie  must  then  stay  no  longer  in 
that  remote  province,  but  go  up  to  Jerusalem,  and  there  in 
the  temple,  and  before  the  priests  and  rulers,  do  His 
■works.  If  once  recognized  there.  He  would  be  every- 
where received.  Had  Jesus  been  such  a  Messiah  as  they 
supposed  was  to  come,  their  advice  was  good.  It  is  pl^ 
that  they  did  not  in  any  true  sense  believe  on  Him,  but  in 
a  spirit  of  purely  worldly  wisdom  attempted  to  guide  Him 
in  His  conduct.  Their  advice  was  in  its  nature  a  tempta- 
tion like  that  of  the  devil,  (Matt.  iv.  5  ;)  a  temptation  to 
reveal  Himself  before  the  time,  and  in  a  presumptuous  way. 
To  the  counsel  of  His  brethren  Jesus  replies  in  sub- 
stance, that  Hia  time  is  not  come ;  that  they  were  always 
sure  of  a  friendly  reception  from  the  world,  but  Him  it 
must  hate,  because  He  testified  against  it.  Go  you  up  to 
the  feast.  I  do  not  go  up  to  it,  for  my  time  is  not  yet 
come.  Some  think  to  find  a  contradiction  here,  since,  say- 
ing "  I  go  not  up  to  this  feast,"  He  afterward  went.'  One 
solution  makes  Him  to  have  had  no  intention  at  this  time  to 
go,  but  afterward  He  changed  His  mind  and  went.  An- 
other lays  weight  upon  the  use  of  the  present  tense,  "  I  go 
not,"  which  means  "  I  go  not  now,  or  yet ; "  or,  as  given  by 
Alford,  "  I  am  not  at  present  going  up."  Another  lays 
weight  upon  "  this  feast,"  which  it  is  said  Ho  did  not  in 
fact  attend,  except  in  its  last  days.  Still  another  thus  de- 
fines His  words :  "  I  go  not  up  with  you,  or  in  public  with 
the  company  of  pilgrims,"  or  "  I  go  not  up  in  such  way  as 
you  think  or  advise."  The  matter  to  one  who  considers 
the  scope  of  Christ's  reply  to  His  brethren,  presents  no 
real  difBculty.  They  had  said :  "  Go  up  to  this  feast  and 
manifest  thyself.  Show  thyself  to  the  world,  and  work  thy 
miracles  in  Judea."  He  replied:  "My  time  to  manifest 
myself  is  not  yet  come.     I  go  not  up  to  this  feast  with  such 

:  lest,  "I  go  not  lip  yet,"  dutbi  ataPawiii, 
apaPairw,     So  Alfurd,  Ueyei. 
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intent.  At  some  subsequent  feast  I  shall  manifest  myself." 
As  He  had  said  so  He  acted,  going  up  to  Jerusalem  in  a 
secret  way,  avoiding  all  puhlicity,  nor  arriving  there  till 
the  feast  was  partially  past.  At  the  following  Passover  He 
acted  in  substance  as  His  brethren  had  advised,  showing 
Himself  to  the  world,  and  entering  the  holy  city  as  a  King, 
amid  the  shouts  of  the  multitude. 

The  feast  of  Tabernacles  was  preceded  by  the  fast  of 
the  Atonement,  npon  the  10th  Tisri,  or  the  6th  October 
of  this  year,  the  feast  itself  beginning  on  t!ie  15th  Tisri,  or 
11th  October,  The  Lord  probably  reached  Jerusalem  on 
the  12th  or  13th  October.  That  He  had  reached  the  city 
earlier,  and  only  now  first  showed  Himself  in  the  temple, 
is  not  implied  in  the  narrative.  We  know  not  whether  the 
apostles  Wiuted  for  Him,  or  went  np  at  the  usual  time,  but 
the  latter  is  more  probable.  He  went  "  as  it  were  in  se- 
cret," which  may  imply  not  only  that  He  went  unattended, 
but  went  by  some  unusual  and  obscure  route.  That  there 
was  anything  supernatural  in  His  journey,  or  in  His  appear- 
ance in  the  temple,  as  some  have  supposed,  does  not  appear 
in  the  narrative. 


llth-lSth  Oct.  782.     a.  d.  29. 

During  the  first  dajs  of  the  least  there  waa  much  in-    John  vii.  11-18. 
quiry  among  the  people  concerning  Jesug,  and  His  prob- 
able appearance  at  tho  feast,  but  no  cue  spake  openly 
through  fear  of  the  Jews.    After  Hia  arrival  at  Jerusa-    John  vii.  14-Sl 
lem,  He  went  into  the  temple  and  taught.     His  enemies 
wish  to  arrest  Hun  but  do  not,  and  many  people  believe 
on  Hun.    Upon  a  subsequent  day  of  the  feast  the  Phar-    John  rii.  32-53. 
isees  make  an  attempt  to  arrest  Him,  but  it  fails,  and  the 
officers  they  had  sent  return  declaring,  "never  man 
spake  like  this  man."    Kicodemus  makea  an  useless  ef- 
fort to  indace  them  t«  act  wiUk  eiiuiQr. 
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Here,  as  elsewhere  in  the  Gospel  of  John,  a  distinction 
is  to  be  noted,  although  not  always  preserved,  between  the 
"  Jews  "  and  the  "  people."  By  the  former  he  means  the 
nation  as  headed  up  in  its  rulers,  and  represented  by  them, 
and  over  hostile  to  the  Lord.  Thus  he  says,  (v.  11,)  "  the 
Jews  Bought  Him  at  the  feast,  and  said.  Where  is  He  ?  " 
Again,  (v.  13,)  "no  man  spate  openly  of  Him,  for  fear  of 
the  Jews,"  By  the  latter  He  means  the  people,  (literally 
"  crowd,"  "  multitude,"  oxXos,)  regarded  as  an  assemblage 
of  individuals,  amongst  whom  there  were  many  differences 
of  opinion,  some  favorable  and  some  unfavorable  to  Jesus. 
(See  v.  12.)  A  large  portion  of  the  crowd  on  this  occa^on 
was  composed  of  pilgrims  to  the  feast,  and  these  are  distin- 
guished from  the  citizens  of  Jerusalem,  (v.  25.)  But  there 
was  no  pubhc  expression  of  opinion  in  His  favor,  all  His 
friends  being  afraid  of  the  hierarchy.  His  sudden  appear- 
ance in  the  temple  at  so  late  a  period  of  the  feast  sur- 
prised all ;  and  the  power  of  His  speech,  not  the  truths  that 
He  uttered,  made  His  eneriiies  to  marvel.  It  will  servo  to 
the  undei-standing  of  the  present  naiTative  to  keep  in  mind 
that  at  the  time  of  the  healing  of  the  impotent  man  the 
Jewish  rulers  determined,  perhaps  formally  in  full  Sanhe- 
diim,  to  put  Him  to  death,  (John  v.  16-18 ;)  that  this  de- 
termination was  known  to  some  at  least  of  the  citizens  of 
Jerusalem ;  and  that  Jesua  had  not,  from  that  time  to  tho 
present,  entered  Judea.  He  can  now,  therefore,  refer  back 
to  that  miracle,  and  to  the  purpose  to  kill  Him,  as  to  things 
well  known  to  the  rulers  and  to  some  of  the  people,  although 
some  of  the  multitude,  doubtless  the  feast  pilgrims,  (v.  20,) 
were  ignorant  of  this  purpose.  Thus  we  readily  see  why 
tho  citizens  were  surprised  that  He  should  be  allowed  to 
speak  at  all  in  the  temple. 

It  is  not  pl^n  when  the  Pharisees  and  chief  priests 
(v.  32)  sent  officers  to  take  Him.  It  was  perhaps,  as  said 
by  Stier,  upon  the  day  following  His  appeai-ance  in  the 
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temple,  and  liefore  the  last  day  of  the  feast,  GresTveil 
supposes  that  for  prudential  reasons  they  deferred  the  at- 
tempt till  the  last  day.  It  was  plainly  an  act  not  of  indi- 
viduals but  of  the  Sanhedrim,  which  probably  was  assem- 
bled specially  for  the  purpose.  They  were  induced  to  take 
this  step  by  the  great  impression  his  teachings  had  made 
upon  the  people.  Bat,  if  the  officei-s  were  sent  before  the 
last  day,  they  seem  to  have  waited  for  a  more  favorable 
hour,  perhaps  fearing  to  attempt  an  arrest,  and  contented 
themselves  with  watching  Him  till  the  conclusion  of  the 
feast.  Upon  the  last  day  some  of  the  multitude  (v.  44) 
would  have  taken  Him,  but  the  officers,  who  had  been 
greatly  moved  by  His  words,  made  no  effort  to  do  so,  much 
to  the  vexation  of  those  who  had  sent  them,  and  to  whom 
they  now  made  their  report. 

It  is  disputed  whether  "  the  last  great  day  of  the  feast " 
(v.  37)  was  the  seventh  or  eighth.  Most  maintain  the  lat- 
ter-' According  to  the  law,  (Numb.  29, 35,)  npou  the  eighth 
day  a  solemn  assembly  should  be  held  and  special  sacri- 
fices offered.  This  day  seems  to  have  become  in  popular 
estimation  the  great  day  of  the  feast.  Lightfoot,  (in  loco,) 
after  stating  the  Jewish  opinions  as  to  the  meaning  of  the 
several  sacrifices,  adds:  "On  the  other  seven  days  they 
thought  supplications  and  sacrifices  were  offered,  not  so 
mnch  for  themselves  as  for  the  nations  of  the  world ;  but 
the  solemnities  of  the  eighth  day  were  wholly  in  their  own 
behalf.  They  did  not  reckon  the  eighth  day  as  included 
within  the  feast,  but  a  festival  day,  separately  and  by  it- 
self"' It  is  questioned  whether  the  drawing  of  water,  to 
which  the  Lord  is  supposed  to  allude,  (vs.  37,  38,)  and 
which  took  place  upon  each  of  the  seven  days,  took  place 
also  npon  the  eighth.'    But  if  it  did  not,  as  Alford  rightly 

'  So  Meyer,  Alford,  Tboluck,Liolitciialem;  contm,  Oresweil, 

'  See  Josephus,  Antiq.,  S,  10.  4. 

s  See  Wmer,  ii.  8,  note  3 ;  Alford  m  loco. 
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remarks,  it  would  not  exclude  a  referenco  to  wliat  had 
been  done  on  the  preceding  days.  Many,  however,  ratan- 
tain  that  water  was  also  poured  out  on  the  eighth  day ;  and 
that  Christ's  words  were  spoken  as  the  priest  who  boro  it 
entered  the  court,' 

The  baugbtinesa  of  tbe  priests  and  Pharisees,  and  their 
contempt  for  all  not  of  themselves,  are  strikingly  displayed 
in  their  remarks  upon  tbe  return  of  the  officers ;  and  their 
rejection  of  the  manifestly  just  and  legal  proposition  of 
Nicodemus,  shows  that  they  were  bound  by  no  coasidei'a- 
tions  of  equity.  It  is  possible  that  others  agreed  with 
Nicodemus,  and  that  there  were  internal  dissensions  in  the 
coanciL 


Oct.  782.     a.d.  29. 

The  Lord  spends  the  night  following  at  the  Mount    JousTiii.  1-10, 
of  Olives,  and  returning  earljnest  iDoraiiig  (0  the  tem- 
ple, teaches  the  people.    An  adulteress  is  brought  Ijefore 
Him,  wliom  He  directs  to  go  and  an  no  more.    Ho  an- 
Hwera  the  Phtirisees  from  the  treasury,  and  continues 
to  speak  to  the  people.    Many  believe  on  Him,  but   Jons  viii.  12-69. 
others  are  angry,  and  talie  up  stones  to  cast  at  Him. 
As  Ho  goes  He  meets  and  heals  a.  blind  man,  who  hud   John  Is.  1-12. 
been  blind  from  birth,  and  it  was  the  Sabbath.     So  soon 
as  this  miracle  was  reported  to  the  Pharisees,  they  call    John  is.  13-84. 
him  and  his  parents,  and  examine  him  and  east  him  out. 
He  afterward  meets  Jesus,  and  believes  and  worsliips    Jons  is.  35-38. 
Him.    Some  Pharisees  who  aro  present  ask  Him  a  ques-   Johii  Ix.  3U,  s.  18. 
tion,  to  which  He  rephes  in  the  parable  of  the  Good 
Shepherd.    There  is  great  divlaon  of  sentiment  among   JoiiN  x.  18-21. 
tbe  Jews  in  regard  to  Him. 

The  exact  order  of  the  events  given  above  is  not  cer- 
tain.    Many  critics  reject  as  not  genuine  the  account  of  the 
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adulterous  woman.'  If  this  be  rejected,  commencing  vii. 
53,  and  extending  to  viii.  12,  there  eeema  ground  to  sup. 
pose  that  the  words  from  viii.  12-20,  were  spolcen  in  the 
treasury  upon  the  kst  day  of  tlie  feast,  and  perhaps  also 
the  subsequent  words  to  v.  58.  If  it  be  not  rejected,  a  day 
or  more  must  have  elapsed.  We  give  the  probable  order 
in  either  case.  The  feast  began  on  the  IBth  Tisri,  and 
ended  on  the  21at,  The  eighth  day  was  the  22d,  which 
was  observed  as  a  Sabbath.  We  cannot  tell  whether  Jesus 
appeared  In  the  temple  and  taught  (vii.  14)  on  the  17th, 
18th,  or  19th  day.  According  to  "Wieseler  (309)  it  was  the 
IStli,  which  he  makes  to  have  been  a  Sabbath;  according 
to  Greswell  (ii,  401)  it  was  the  19th,  It  may,  with  equal 
probability,  have  been  the  17th.  Assuming  that  the  last 
great  day  of  the  feast  was  the  22d,  an  interval  of  three 
or  more  days  must  have  elapsed.  Upon  the  first  of  these 
days  occurred  what  is  narrated  in  vii.  14-31,  or,  as  some 
prefer,  in  14-28.  The  next  event  mentioned,  (v.  32,)  the 
sending  of  officei-s,  was  probably  on  the  last  day,  as  on  this 
day  they  made  their  report,  (v.  45,)  thoagh  it  is  possible 
that  vs.  45-52  described  what  had  occurred  earlier.  There 
are  then  two  or  three  days  of  the  feast  daring  which  Jesua 
was  .present,  of  which  nothing  is  related.  Upon  the  last 
day  He  speaks  of  Himself  as  giving  living  water  (vii.  37-38.) 
Whether  His  words  in  viii.  12-20  and  21-59,  omitting  hei'Q 
the  account  of  the  advilterons  woman  as  not  genuine,  were 
all  spoken  afterward  upon  the  same  day,  or  upon  succes- 
sive days,  it  is  difficult  to  decide.  Some  inter  from  the  men- 
tion of  the  "  treasury,"  v,  20,  and  the  use  of  "  again,"  v,  21, 
that  these  words  were  spoken  after  the  eighth  day,  and 
upon  different  days.'  Some,  on  the  other  hand,  making  the 
healing  of  the  blind  man  (ix,  1-7)  to  have  taken  pla«e  on 
the  last  day  of  the  feast,  which  was  a  Sabbath,  refer  all  IIw 


icioy  Google 


words  (ch.  viii.)  to  this  day.  The  former  ia  most  probable, 
and  froHiTiii.  21-59  we  find  but  the  events  of  a  single  day. 
Was  the  blind  man  healed  on  this  day  ?  So  say  many, 
bringing  the  attempt  to  stone  Him  and  the  miracle  into 
immediate  connection.'  But  it  is  more  probable  that  some 
interval  elapsed,'  It  is  not  likely  that  Jesns,  when  "  He  hid 
Himself  and  went  out  of  the  temple,"  was  accompanied  by 
His  disciples ;  yet  they  were  with  Him  when  He  saw  the 
blind  man,  (ix.  2.)  Nor  would  they  in  such  a  moment  be 
likely  to  ask  speculative  questions  respecting  the  cause  of 
the  man's  hiindness.  We  conclude  then  that  the  Sabbath 
upon  which  the  blind  man  was  healed  (ix.  14)  was  not  the 
eighth  day  of  the  feast,  but  the  first  week  Sabbath  fol- 
lowing. 

If  we  include  the  account  of  the  adulterous  woman, 
this  inteiTiew  with  her  was  the  day  after  the  eighth  of  the 
feast,  or  upon  the  23d  Tisri.  The  healing  of  the  blind 
man  was  then  upon  the  Sabbath  following.  Against  this  it 
is  objected  that  the  Lord  had  no  motive  to  remain  in  Jeru- 
salem after  the  feaat  was  ended,  and  that  the  narrative  im- 
plies that  the  feast  pilgrims  were  still  present.'  But  on  the 
other  side,  the  mention  that  it  was  the  Sabbath,  (ix,  14,) 
implies  that  it  was  another  day,  and  therefore  so  distin- 
guished ;  and  the  Lord  may,  for  special  reasons,  have  re- 
mdned  after  most  of  the  pilgrims  had  gone. 

The  eifect  of  Christ's  words  (viii.  21-29)  was  such,  that 
"  many  believed  on  Him."  It  is  questioned  whether  these 
believers  are  meant,  (v.  33,}  and  whether  to  them,  in  com- 
mon with  others,  are  addressed  the  subsequent  words,  (34- 
38.)  "  The  Lord  mingles  them  indiscriminately  in  the  gen- 
ord  mass  of  the  people,  in  spite  of  tlie  transient  and  indis- 
tinct impulse  of  faith."  '  But  it  seems  more  probable  that 
He  speaks  to  the  Jews  generally,  and  does  not  include 
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them ;  for  Iiow  could  those  in  any  sense  he  said  to  be- 
lieve on  Him  to  whom  He  immediately  addresses  the  re- 
proach, "Te  seeli  to  liill  me  because  my  word  hath  no  place 
in  you." 

The  attempt  to  stone  Him  was  the  fruit  of  sudden  rage. 
It  is  denied  by  many,  as  Meyer  and  Alford,  that  the  Lord's 
escape  from  their  violence  involved  anything  supernatural. 
The  language  may  be  construed  either  way ;  but,  as  said  by 
Winer,'  the  supernatural  interpretation  is  to  be  preferred 
as  more  correspondent  with  the  character  of  this  Evan- 
gelist. Tholuck  does  not  find  the  intimation  of  a  miracle 
in  the  strict  sense  of  the  word,  but  of  a  special  providence. 

The  position  of  the  pool  of  Siloam,  where  tho  blind  man 
was  sent  to  wash,  has  been  much  disputed,  but  most  mod- 
em writers  agree  that  it  lies  at  tho  mouth  of  the  valley  of 
the  Tyropoeon,  near  the  base  of  Ophei.'  The  waters  of  this 
pool  come  from  the  fountain  of  the  Virgin,  which  lies  on 
the  west  side  of  the  valley  of  Jehosaphat,  through  a  sub- 
terranean passage  cut  in  the  rock.  It  is  a  current  belief 
that  the  water  of  the  fountiun  comes  from  a  living  spring 
beneath  the  temple,  Barclay,  (523,)  however,  asserts  that 
the  subterraneous  canal  derived  its  former  supply  of  water, 
not  from  Moriah,  but  from  Zion.'  It  is  still  in  dispute 
whether  any  of  the  water  of  Siloam  comes  from  the 
temple. 

The  effect  of  this  miracle  was  to  make  a  division  among 
the  Pharisees.  Some  said  that  it  was  a  violation  of  the 
law,  being  done  on  the  Sabbath ;  others,  that  no  sinner 
could  do  such  miracles.  At  first  there  was  a  general  dis- 
position to  doubt  the  reality  of  the  miracle.  As  this,  how- 
ever, is  established  by  the  testimony  of  his  parents,  they 
revile  the  man,  and  cast  him  out.     This  may  refer  to  his 
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being  thrust  from  the  room  where  they  were  assembled,' 
or  to  the  sentence  of  excommunieation.'  Some  suppose 
that  he  was  now  before  the  great  Sanhedrim ;  others,  that 
he  was  before  the  lesser ;  others  still,  that  he  was  not 
before  any  judicial  tribunal,  but  before  some  of  the  ehief 
Pharisees  informally  assembled.  From  the  manner  of  the 
examination,  and  their  action  at  its  close,  it  is  most  prob- 
able that  thoy  were  clothed  with  some  ecclesiastical  au- 
thority. 

How  soon  after  the  blind  man  was  cast  out  the  Lord 
met  him,  is  not  stated.  Not  improbably,  He  may  have  met 
him  the  same  day  toward  evening.  The  words  (v.  89)  seem 
to  be  addressed  to  tho  disciples,  and  probably  after  His 
meeting  with  the  blind  man,  and  the  words  to  tho  Phari- 
sees immediately  followed.  Tho  effect  of  those  words  was 
again  to  work  a  division  of  opinion  respecting  Him,  some 
saying  that  He  had  a  devil,  others,  that  neither  His  words 
nor  works  were  those  of  a  man  who  had  a  devil. 

From  Jerusalem  the  Lord  returns  to  Galilee.  Of  His 
return  the  Evangelist  gives  us  no  information.  Many  sup- 
pose that  He  did  not  return  to  Galilee  at  all,  but  spent  the 
interval  between  the  feasts  of  Tabernacles  and  of  Dedication 
at  Jerusalem  or  in  its  vicinity."  Some  suppose  a  return  to 
Galilee  after  the  latter  feast.  It  has  been  assumed  that 
the  journey  to  the  feast  of  Tabernacles  (John  vii.  10)  is  not 
identical  with  that  in  Luke  ix.  51,  but  that  the  latter  was 
subsequent.  A  full  discussion  of  the  point  is  reserved  to 
the  Part  following. 
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.XTpon  the  LorWs  Last  Journey  froTn  Galilee. 

If  the  views  that  bave  already  been  presented  in  regard 
to  the  divisiona  of  tho  Lord's  ministry  are  correct,  we  are 
in  a  portion  to  judge  rightly  the  statements  of  the  Evan- 
gelists respecting  tho  period  that  intervened  between  tho 
departure  from  Galilee  and  the  coramencemeat  of  Passion 
Weelc,  a  period  of  about  five  months.  In  Galilee  the  Lord 
had  accomplished  His  work.  lie  had  gathered  about  Him 
a  considerable  body  of  disciples,  (l  Cor.  xv.  6,)  who  saw  in 
Him,  with  more  or  less  clearness  of  vision,  the  Christ  of 
the  prophets,  and  Son  of  the  living  God ;  and  there  was 
also  a  much  larger  number,  who,  nnablo  to  see  in  Him  the 
Messiah  of  their  hopes,  still  believed  that  He  was  a  pi-ophet 
sent  from  God,  and  heard  His  words  with  reverence.  Be- 
sides, there  must  have  been  very  many  in  all  parts  of  the 
land,  who  had  seen  His  works,  and  been  more  or  less  im- 
pressed by  them,  and  yet  had  not  felt  the  power  of  the 
truths  lie  taught.  His  labors  had  by  no  means  been  in 
vain,  although,  aa  set  forth  in  His  own  parable,  but  little 
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of  the  seed  He  had  so  diligently  sown,  fell  into  good 
ground. 

There  aro  two  circumstances  that  seem  to  have  marked, 
if  not  determined,  the  concluaion  of  the  Galilean  ministry; 
first,  that  the  apostles,  not  to  speak  of  other  disciples,  had 
learned  the  mystery  of  the  Lord's  person  aa  the  Son  of 
God,  divine  aDd  human  ;  second,  that  the  machinations  of 
Hia  enemies  at  Jerusalem  were  arousing  great  hostility 
against  Him  in  Galilee,  and  mating  the  farther  prosecution 
of  His  labors  there  full  of  difficulty  and  danger.  Both  of 
those  points  demand  attention. 

It  needs  no  argument  to  show  that  the  Lord's  ministry 
must  primarily  aim  at  the  recognition,  on  the  part  of  His 
disciples,  of  the  great  fact  that  in  His  person  "  God  was 
manifest  in  flesh."  Until  they  were  al)le  to  rise  above  the 
ordinary  Jewish  conceptions  of  the  Messiah,  and  to  see  in 
Him  the  Son  of  God,  He  could  open  to  them  but  little  of 
the  divine  pui-pose.  He  could  say  nothing  to  them  in  dis- 
tinct terms  of  His  death,  resurrection^  and  ascension.  He 
mast  continue  with  them  in  person  till,  through  their  com- 
munion with  Him,  they  should  learn  who  He  was,  and 
what  His  relations  to  the  Father.  And,  as  we  have  seen, 
when  Peter,  in  the  name  of  all  the  apostles,  made  the  con- 
fession that  He  was  "the  Christ,  the  Son  of  the  living  God," 
He  for  the  first  time  announced  to  them  His  approaching 
death,  (Matt.  svi.  21.)  This  announcement  it  was  still  very 
hard  for  them  to  understand,  and  perhaps  the  more  that 
they  now  knew  Him  to  be  the  Son  of  God,  for  what  had 
death  to  do  with  Him  ?  But,  however  imperfectly  held, 
the  germ  of  this  great  truth  of  His  divinity  was  in  their 
hearts,  and  they  were  now  in  a  state  to  receive  those  teach- 
ings of  Jesus  which  had  reference  to  a  heavenly  kingdom, 
and  implied  His  dirine  nature.  Thus  the  foundation  was 
laid  of  that  high  knowledge  of  God's  purpose  in  Him, 
which  they  needed  in  their  subsequent  work,  and  for  which 
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they  were  i'urthci-  prepai-ed,  first  by  the  teachings  of  the 
Lord  Himself  after  His  resurrection,  and  then  by  the  de- 
scent of  the  Spirit  at  Pentecost. 

Thus  we  see  that  the  recognition  on  the  part  of  His 
disciples  of  His  divine  Sonship,  and  the  consequent  an- 
nonncement  to  them  of  His  approaching  death,  mark  the 
end  of  His  Galilean  ministry.  Yet  a  little  time  must  elapse, 
that  these  truths  might  get  more  flrraiy  rooted  in  their 
faith,  ere  the  terrible  hour  of  His  sufferings  should  come. 

That,  as  His  disciples  grew  in  knowledge  and  love,  the 
darkness  and  bitterness  of  His  enemies  should  increase, 
was  but  what  Jesus  Himself  had  foretold.  AD  who  loved 
the  light  gathered  around  Him,  the  true  light.  His  words 
were  the  test  by  which  the  thoughts  of  all  hearts  wore  re- 
vealed ;  and  as  His  ministry  was  prolonged,  and  the  truths 
He  taught  were  more  distinctly  apprehended,  the  line  of 
separation  between  His  friends  and  His  enemies  became 
more  and  more  marked.  His  popularity  among  the  people 
seems  to  have  been  at  its  height  about  the  time  of  the  Bap- 
tist's death.  Immediately  after  the  feeding  of  tho  five 
thousand,  many  wished  to  take  Him  by  force  and  make 
Him  a  king.  But  the  nature  of  His  teachings  soon  repelled 
not  a  few  who  had  been  counted  among  His  disciples, 
(John  vi.  66  ;)  and  the  Pharisees  at  Capoi-naum,  and  else- 
where in  Galilee,  became  daily  more  open  and  virulent  in 
their  opposition.  Gradually  the  great  crowds,  tbat  at  fii-st 
thronged  around  Him,  diminished;  the  novelty  of  His  first 
appearance  passed  away ;  His  calls  to  repentance  were  by 
most  disregarded ;  His  miracles,  wonderful  as  they  were, 
wore  not  of  a  kind  to  satisfy  the  populace  that  He  was  the 
expected  Messiah  ;  His  enemies  were  active  and  unscrupu- 
lous in  representing  Him  as  a  blasphemer ;  His  nearest  and 
most  trusted  disciples  were  uninfluential  and  obscure  men, 
publicans,  fishermen,  and  the  like.  It  is  not,  therefore,  in 
itself  at  all  strange  tbat  there  was  not  in  Galilee  at  the  end 
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of  His  ministry  any  general  belief  in  His  Messianic  claims. 
Outside  of  the  circle  of  the  disciples  Ha  was  regarded  by 
many  as  a  prophet,  but  not  as  the  Messiah,  (Matt.  xvi.  14 ; 
compare  also  xxi,  11.)  The  groat  body  of  the  Galileans 
turned  away  from  Him.  Against  those  cities  which  He 
had  often  visited,  and  where  He  had  wrought  His  mightiest 
works,  Ho  pronounced  a  fearful  judgment.  Thus  in  Galilee 
as  in  Judea,  Jesus  was  despised  and  rejected  of  men. 

But  the  Lord  did  not  yet  forsake  His  people.  He  will 
make  one  more,  and  a  final  appeal.  Up  to  this  time  He 
had  not  openly  and  expressly  declared  Himself  to  be  the 
Messiah,  either  in  Judea  or  in  Galilee.  He  left  the  Jews 
to  judge  for  themselves,  from  His  teachings  and  His  works, 
who  He  was.  But  they  did  not  for  the  most  part  discern 
Him.  Their  preconceived  opinions  of  the  Messiah  prevented 
them  from  recognizing  Him  in  the  obscure,  humble,  peace- 
fid  Galilean,  mighty  aa  were  His  miracles,  and  sublime  as 
were  His  teachings.  Yet,  while  thus  not  answering  to  the 
popular  apprehensions  of  the  Messiah,  He  seemed  in  His 
discourses  to  claim  higher  rank  and  power  than  even  the 
Messiah  coald  claim  ;  a  mysterious  relationship  to  God 
which  was  blasphemous.  Thus,  on  the  one  side,  His  silence 
respecting  His  Messiahship  caused  many,  who  were  aston- 
ished at  His  works  and  words,  to  look  upon  Him  only  as  a 
prophet ;  and  on  the  other.  His  repeated  allusions  to  His 
divine  Sonship  drew  upon  Him  the  enmity  of  many  as  a 
blasphemer. 

But  while  it  was  the  will  of  God  that  His  people  should 
be  left  at  first  to  recognize  His  Son  by  His  words  and 
works,  yet  He  willed  also  that  there  should  be  borne  clear 
and  full  testimony  to  His  Messianic  character,  that  all  might 
be  without  excuse.  Such  testimony  John  the  Baptist  had 
boi-ne,  and  to  this  was  now  added  that  of  all  His  disciples, 
who  in  the  very  faot  of  their  discipleship  proclaimed  Him 
to  bo  the  MesMah.    He  had  not  indeed  permitted  the  apos- 
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ties  to  proclaim  Him  by  name,  (Matt.  xvi.  20,)  because  He 
then  for  their  sake  avoided  publicity.  But  the  time  had 
now  come  when  His  Messianic  character  must  be  publicly 
asserted,  that  the  whole  nation  might  know  that  He  was 
the  Christ,  the  Son  of  David,  the  King  of  Israel ;  and  if  re- 
jected. He  must  be  rejected  aa  anch.  The  people  should 
not  be  left  in  doubt  whether  He  asserted  Himself  to  be 
more  than  a  simple  prophet,  or,  like  the  Baptist,  a  forerun- 
ner of  the  Messiah.  He  wiU  go  up  to  Jerusalem  ;  for  if  it 
cannot  be  that  a  prophet  perish  out  of  Jerusalem,  how  mnch 
more  is  this  true  of  the  Son  of  God  ;  and  He  will  go  with 
every  circumstance  of  publicity,  to  bo  received  or  finally 
rejected  by  those  whom  God  had  set  to  be  the  heads  of 
the  people.  It  must  be  a  national  act,  and  cannot  be  done 
in  ignorance.  In  Judea,  He  had  testified  of  Himself  as  the 
Son  of  God,  but  in  vain.  Now  He  will  return  thither,  and 
His  disciples  shall  bear  witness  to  Him,  if  perchance  the 
nation  will  hear  them.  To  this  end  His  messengers  shall 
go  before  Him  into  every  place  where  He  designed  to  go, 
and  announce  the  kingdom  of  God  at  hand  in  the  person 
of  the  King. 

Here,  then,  we  find  the  grand  peculiarity  of  the  Lord's 
last  journey  to  Jerusalem.  As  He  knew,  and  had  declared 
to  His  apostles,  He  went  up  to  die ;  but  to  the  Jewish  peo- 
ple the  issue  of  Hia  journey  was  not  known,  and  the  secret 
purpose  of  God  did  not  hinder  this  last  appeal  to  them  to 
repent  and  receive  their  Lord, 

It  is  thus  the  mission  of  the  Seventy,  who  were  sent 
"  two  and  two  before  His  face  into  every  city  and  place 
whither  Ho  Himself  would  oome,"  that  gives  to  this  last 
journey  its  distinctive  character.  Going  before  Him,  they 
announced  that  He  was  about  to  follow  them  on  His  way 
to  Jerusalem,  and  thus  prepared  all  who  heard  them  to  see 
in  Him,  not  a  mere  prophet,  the  risen  John,  or  Elijah,  or 
any  other ;  but  the  Christ.    They  were  His  heralds  or  fore- 
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runners,  and  their  work  was  to  announce  His  approach,  and 
to  prepare  His  way. 

This  large  deputation,  seventy  ia  number,  tliua  preced- 
ing Him,  must  of  necessity  have  given  great  publicity  to  all 
the  Lord's  movements,  and  gathered  crowds  around  Him 
in  the  various  places  He  visited.  As  they  were  to  confirm 
their  message  by  healing  the  sick,  this  also  would  excite 
genei-al  interest  and  attention.  It  necessarily  folloivs  that 
He  pursued  some  fixed  order  in  the  journey,  going  only 
where  His  messengers  had  preceded  Him,  and  where  they 
had  found  reception.  As  they  were  to  go  two  and  two,  it 
follows  also  that  the  visitation  of  these  cities  must  have 
occupied  considerable  time  on  His  part,  and  that  the  jour- 
ney may  have  been  very  circuitous,  though  always  having 
Jerusalem  as  its  goal.  Being  the  last  journey,  and  so  the 
last  opportunity  to  address  those  whom  He  met,  His  teach- 
ings would  adapt  themselves  to  the  time;  and  the  purpose 
for  which  He  sought  public ,  attention  through  His  heralds, 
would  naturally  give  a  peculiarly  Messianic  character  to  all 
His  discourses.  This  fact  would  also  arouse,  in  a  marked 
degree,  the  jealousy  of  His  enemies,  who  would  not  fail  to 
see  in  His  conduct  fresb  proof  of  His  ambition,  and  new 
grounds  of  fear.  Thus  the  Lord  would  be  brought  more 
and  more  into  collision  with  them,  and  His  reproofs  become 
more  severe  as  they  displayed  more  openly  their  hate. 

How  far  the  last  journey  from  Galilee  is  marked  by 
these  characteristics,  we  shall  see  when  we  come  to  the 
examination  of  the  several  evangeUc  narratives.  It  wUI 
not,  however,  be  questioned  by  any  one  who  attentively 
examines  them,  and  especially  that  of  Luke,  which  Is  most 
full,  that  He  was  attended  by  multitudes ;  that  He  came 
very  often  into  collision  with  the  Pharisees ;  that  His  re- 
proofs of  their  hypocrisy  were  very  severe  ;  that  HU  teach- 
ings to  the  people  made  prominent  the  need  of  self-denial 
on  the  part  of  those  who  \vould  become  Ills  disciples ;  that 
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His  parables  taugbt  very  clearly  the  approaching  rejection 
of  the  Jews,  the  appointment  of  new  stewards,  His  depart- 
ure to  His  Father,  and  His  return  in  glory ;  and  that  He 
aimed  to  keep  His  approaching  death  cleai-ly  before  the 
eyes  of  the  apostles. 

If  the  character  of  the  Lord's  last  journey  to  Jerusalem 
be  correctly  stated,  it  is  apparent  that  to  the  mission  of  the 
Seventy  a  much  greater  importance  must  be  given  than 
has  usually  been  done  by  commentators  and  harmonists, 
Perhaps  the  fact  that  Luke  alone  mentions  this  mission,  has 
led  many  to  think  it  miimportant.  But  when  we  read  the 
terms  of  their  commission,  and  remember  that  it  has  had 
no  other  fulfilment  than  that  here  recorded,  that  there  has 
never  been,  so  far  as  we  know,  any  body  of  men  since  to 
perform  such  a  work ;'  we  cannot  believe  that  their  d«ty 
was  trivia!,  and  its  results  insignificant.  The  labors  of  the 
Seventy  must  have  been  of  an  importance  corresponding 
with  the  breadth  and  dignity  of  their  commission,  and  have 
exerted  a  powerful  influence  upon  the  people  in  this  last 
stage  of  the  Lord's  ministry. 


Nov.  782.     A.  D.  29. 

The  time  when  lie  should  be  received  up  approach- 
ing, tiie  Lord  prepares  to  go  to  Jerusalem.     He  sends    Ldke  ii.  B1-S6. 
meEsengers  before  Him,  wlio,  entering  iato  a.  Samaritan 
village,  are  rejerted  by  the  iiihabitanta.     He  reproves 
Hij  angry  disciples  James  and  John,  and  departs  to 
another  village.     He  replies  f  o  one  who  proposes  to    Lckk  is.  61,  62. 
follow  Him.     He  now  sends  out  seventy  of  His  dis-    Luke  s.  1-24. 
ciples,  io  go  two  and  two  into  every  citj  and  place 
where  He  Hiruaelf  would  come.    Thej  depart,  an4  re- 

I  Some,  indeed,  Iieitc  aflirmed,  that  as  bishops  answer  lo  apostles,  SO  do 
presbyters  to  the  Seventy;  but  thii 
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turn  from  time  to  time  as  they  fulfil  their  eommiaaioD.     Matt.  xi\.  I,  2. 
He  foUoiis  in  Ihelr  steps,  journeying  through  Perea  to-    Mjee  i.  1, 
ward  Jerusalem. 

To  reconcile  the  various  statements  of  the  Evangelists 
respecting  the  Lord's  final  departure  from  Galilee,  and  the 
course  of  His  journeys  till  He  reaches  Bethany,  ax  days 
before  the  Passover,  is  one  of  the  most  difficult  tasks  that 
meet  the  harmonist.  That  we  may  see  clearly  the  points 
of  difference,  it  will  be  well  to  consider,  first,  the  state- 
ments of  each  Evangelist  separately ;  and  as  John  gives  us 
tiiQ  most  distinct  notices  of  time,  we  begin  with  hia  account. 

Jesus  goes  np,  "  not  openly,  but  as  it  were  in  secret," 
to  the  feast  of  Tabemacles,  (vii.  1-14,)  and  continues  at 
Jerusalem  till  the  end  of  the  feast,  and  perhaps  longer,  (vii. 
14 — X.  21.)  He  is  present  in  the  temple  at  the  feast  of  Ded- 
ication, (x.  23-39.)  Ho  goes  from  Jerusalem  beyond  Jor- 
dan, and  abides  there  and  teaches,  (x.  40-42.) .  He  returns 
to  Bethany,  near  Jerusalem,  at  the  request  of  Mary  and 
Martha,  and  raises  Lazarus  from  the  dead,  (xi.  1-46.)  He 
retires  from  Bethany  to  Ephraim  to  escape  His  enemies, 
and  "  there  continued  with  His  disciples,"  {xi.  54.)  He 
leaves  Ephrsim,  and  reaches  Bethany  six  days  before  the 
Passover,  (xii,  1.)  It  tlius  appears  that  John  does  not 
mention  any  return  to  Galilee  after  Jesus  leil  it  for  the 
feast  of  Tabernacles,  Still,  hia  narrative  does  not  exclude 
it.  If  such  a  return  took  place,  it  may  have  been  in  the 
interval  from  Tabernacles  to  Dedication,  a  period  of  about 
two  months,  of  which  he  gives  no  account ;  or  it  may  have 
been  after  Dedication,  and  before  the  return  to  Bethany  for 
tho  raising  of  Lazarus ;  or  after  the  sojourn  at  Ephraim, 
and  before  the  last  arrival  at  Bethany. 

In  Matthew  we  find  but  a  very  brief  mention  of  the 
departure  from  Galilee,  (xix.  1,  2  :)  "  And  it  came  to  pass 
that  when  Jesus  had  finished  these  sayings,  He  departed 
from  Galilee,  and  came  into  the  coasts  of  Judea  beyond 
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Jordan ;  and  great  multitudes  followed  Him,  and  He 
healed  them  there."  The  language  of  Mark  (x,  1)  is  veiy 
similar :  "  And  He  arose  from  thence,  and  cometh  into,  the 
coafita  of  Judea  by  the  farther  side  of  Jordan ;  and  the 
people  resort  unto  Him  again,  and  as  He  was  wont  He 
taught  them  ag^n," '  The  direction  of  this  journey  is  plain. 
Leaving  GaUlee,  Jesus  crosses  the  Jordan,  and  passmg 
southward  through  Perea,  thus  comes  to  the  borders  of 
Judea,  probably  near  Jericho.  That  the  place  of  depai1> 
nre  was  Galilee,  appears  from  its  express  mention  by  Jlat- 
thew,  and  also  fi-om  the  "thence"  in  Mark,  which  obvi- 
ously refers  to  Capernaum,  mentioned  ix.  33.'  That  this 
was  the  final  departure,  appears  from  the  fact  that  no  other 
is  mentioned  after  it.  Indeed,  it  is  the  only  departure 
mentioned  by  them. 

In  Luke  (ix.  61)  we  find  mention  made  of  a  journey, 
which,  npon  the  face  of  it,  seems  to  have  been  the  last  to 
Jerusalem.  "And  it  came  to  pass,  when  the  time  was 
come  that  He  should  be  received  up.  He  steadfastly  set  His 
fecc  to  go  to  Jerusalem."  That  reference  is  here  made  to 
His  ascension  into  heaven,  rgs  avaXij^eio^  avrov,  admits  of  no 
reasonable  doubt,'  "We  cannot,  from  the  phrase,  "  when 
the  time  was  come,"  tv  nji  oTjjiixXii/ioiwflat  rai  i^ii-cpm,  infer 
Jhat  the  ascension  was  immediately  at  hand.  It  is  well 
translated  by  Norton :  "When  the  time  was  near  for  His 
being  received  into  heaven."  The  end  of  His  earthly  ca- 
reer, Hia  death,  His  resurrection,  and  His  ascension,  were 


1  For  the  !ia  tou  irtpav  tov  lapSavBU,  Tiaobendorf  has  Ksi  itfpar  tou 
lopJavou.    So  Alford,  Meyer. 

'  Meyer,  Alesander. 

>  So  MBfer,  Robinson,  Lich  ten  stein,  Alford.  The  view  of  Wieseler,  (324,) 
folloBcd  by  Lange,  that  His  being  received  up,  vefcrs  tj)  His  favorable  recep- 
tion by  the  Galileans ;  and  that  the  meaning  of  the  pasaago  is,  when  Ho  do 
longer  fooud  Himself  received  in  Odilee,  He  left  that  proviDce  nnd  wont  up 
to  Jerusatiim  to  labor  there,  la  veij  arbitrary,  and  findf  do  general  Eup- 
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now  constantly  before  Him.  "  He  steadfastly  set  ISs  face 
to  go  to  Jerusalem."  This  was  the  goal  of  His  journey. 
If  He  visited  other  cities,  it  was  only  transiently,  and  on 
His  way  thither.  And  the  great  ohject  of  His  journey,  as 
revealed  unto  Himself,  ivas  not  to  teach  in  the  temple,  or 
be  present  at  a  feast,  but  to  finish  His  work,  to  die,  and 
then  ascend  to  God. 

These  words,  then,  seem  plainly  to  refer  to  a  final  de- 
parture from  Galilee,  They  are  inconastent  with  the  sup- 
poMtiou  that  the  Lord  returned  again,  to  resume  His  labors, 
after  a  brief  visit  at  Jerusalem.  But  hero  great  difficulties 
meet  lis.  Is  all  that  Luke  narrates,  from  ix,  51  to  xviii.  15, 
when  his  narrative  meets  those  of  Matthew  and  Mark,  an 
account  of  one  and  the  same  journey  to  Jerusalem  ?  This 
seems  to  be  so,  because  there  is  no  mention  of  any  other 
departure  from  Galilee,  and  Jerusalem  is  everywhere  men- 
tioned as  the  goal  toward  which  His  steps  are  steadily 
directed.  It  is  said,  in  the  only  distinct  notices  of  His 
movements  during  this  period,  (xiii.  22,)  that  "  Ho  went 
through  the  cities  and  villages,  teaching,  and  journeying 
toward  Jerusalem."  Ag^n,  (xvii.  11:)  "And  it  came  to 
pass,  as  He  went  to  Jerusalem,  that  He  passed  through  the 
midst  of  Samana  and  Galilee."  This  express  mention  of 
the  fact  that  He  was  going  to  Jerusalem,  taken  in  connec- 
tion with  the  earlier  statement,  (ix,  51,)  that  "  He  stead- 
festly  set  His  face  to  go  to  Jerusalem,"  strongly  implies 
that  the  same  journey  is  meant.  If  this  be  so,  it  is  plain 
that  the  Evangelist  does  not  follow  a  chronological  order, 
as,  early  in  the  narrative,  (x.  38,)  He  enters  the  village  of 
Martha  and  Mary,  which  we  know  was  Bethany,  in  Judea, 
and  very  near  to  Jerusalem.'    Still  later  in  the  narrative, 

■  The  elaborate  dissertation  of  Grfswell,  {ii.  545,)  to  show  that  this  was 
not  BethEiiiy,  but  some  village  of  Galileo  cot  named,  is  far  from  cunTiudng, 
The  mala  argumeot  is  drawn  from  a  "  smgular  idiom  in  St.  John,  aSectiDg 
the  use  of  the  prepositioQS  airo  and  f  J ; "  but  the  distinction  taken  is  not 
generally  reeognizod.    Soe  Mcj-er  in  luco;  'Winer,  Gram.  32e,  nolo  1. 
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(sivii.  11,)  the  Lord  appeara  passing  through  the  midst,  or 
along  the  border  hne,  of  Samaria  and  Gahlee.  These  local 
notices  show  that  two  or  three  distinct  journeys  are  em- 
bi-aeed ;  or  that  if  one  only  be  meant,  and  that  continuous 
from  Galilee  to  Jerusalem,  the  Evangelist  ananges  ita 
events  by  another  order  than  that  of  time.  Both  these 
suppositions  have  their  advocates,  and  we  will  consider, 
briefly,  each  of  them. 

First.  Does  Lukt;  here  include  severa]  distinct  journeys  ? 
Many  harmonists  find  three,  but  are  not  wholly  agreed  as 
to  the  way  in  which  these  several  journeys  of  Luke  should 
be  connected  with  those  mentioned  by  the  other  Evange- 
lists, The  first  of  these  is,  according  to  some,  that  men- 
tioned in  Ix.  51  to  the  feast  of  Tabernacles,  whose  starting 
point  was  Galilee,  and  the  same  mentioned  in  John  vii.  10. 
The  second  is  that  mentioned  in  xiii.  22,  when  lie  went  up 
some  two  months  later  to  the  feast  of  Dedication,  whose 
starting  point  was  Perea,  and  to  be  placed  in  John  x.  be- 
tween vs.  21,  22,  The  third  is  that  mentioned  in  xvii.  II, 
when  He  went  up  to  the  last  Passover,  whose  starting 
point  was  Ephraim,  (John  xi.  54.)  Wicseler  (321)  makes 
Luke  ix,  61  identical  with  John  vii.  10 ;  Luke  xiii.  22,  with 
John  xi.  1-17  ;  and  Luke  xvii.  11,  with  the  last  journey  to 
the  Passover,  beginning  at  Ephraim,  John  xii,  1,  and 
referred  to  by  Matt.  xix.  1,  Mark  x.  1.  Krafft  (107)  iden- 
tifies Luke  ix.  51  with  John  vii.  10.  After  the  feast  of  Tab- 
ernacles, Jesus  sends  out  the  Seventy  from  Jerusalem,  and 
follows  them  Ilimself,  in  a  oirciiit  throagh  Galilee  and  back 
to  Jerusalem,  before  the  feast  of  Dedication.  To  this  cir- 
cuit the  notices  in  Luke  xiii.  22  and  xvii.  11  refer.  To 
Luke  xvii.  11,  correspond  Matt.  xix.  1  and  Mark  x.  1,  Rob- 
inson (Har.  198)  also  identifies  Luke  is.  51  with  John  vii. 
10,  but  refers  all,  from  xiii.  22 — xix,  1,  to  the  last  Passover 
journey,  beginning  at  Ephraim,  and  to  this  journey  refers 
Matt,  xix,  1,  and  Mark  x.  1. 
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As  WO  see,  all  of  these  suppositions  ii3entify  Luke  ix. 
51  and  John  yii.  10.  But  thia  is  at  best  very  doubtful. 
Let  us  note  some  of  the  points  of  difference :  1st,  In  Luie, 
Jesus  loaves  Galilee  for  tbe  last  time,  going  to  Jerusalem 
to  suffer.  In  John,  Ho  goes  thither  to  a  feast,  some  six 
months  before  Ilia  death.  2d,  In  Luke,  He  goes  with  an 
unusual  degree  of  publicity,  accompanied  by  tbe  apostles, 
and  sending  messengers  before  Him  to  make  ready  for  Him. 
In  John,  He  "  ivent  up  unto  the  feast,  not  openly,  but  as  it 
were  in  secret."  3d,  In  Lube,  He  goes  slowly,  and  appar- 
ently made  a  wide  circuit,  passing  through  many  villages. 
In  John,  He  goes  rapidly  and  directly,  not  leaving  Galilee 
till  His  brethren  bad  gone,  nor  showing  Himaeif  in  Jerusa- 
lem till  "  about  the  midst  of  the  feast"  The  only  impor- 
tant argument  in  favor  of  their  identity  is,  that  according 
to  Luke,  Jesus  proposed  to  go  through  Samaria,  which  is 
supposed  to  explain  John's  statement  that  He  went  up  "  as 
it  were  in  secret."  It  is  said  that  the  common  route  was 
through  Perea  on  the  east  side  of  Jordan,  and  He  therefore 
went  on  the  west  side,  through  Samaria.'  But  Josephos' 
says  expressly,  tbat  it  was  the  custom  of  the  Galileans  to 
pass  through  Samaria  on  the  way  to  the  feasts.  No  infer- 
ence, therefore,  that  this  was  a  secret  journey,  can  be  drawn 
from  this  fact.  We  conclude,  then,  that  Luke  and  John 
refer  to  different  journeys.' 

If  not  tlie  journey  to  the  feast  of  Tabernacles,  to  what 
sabsoqiicnt  journey  mentioned  by  John  does  Luke  refer? 
Was  it  to  the  feast  of  Dedication,  a  few  weeks  later? 
(John  X.  22.)  As  nothing  is  said  by  John  of  any  return 
to  Galilee  afior  the  feast  of  Tabernacles,  it  is  inferred  by 
many'   that  He  must  have  remained  till  Dedication  at 

'.  E.  1. 

1,  Neandcr,  Baum- 

r,  Alford.  The  latter,  boweycr,  espresaca  liimaiiJf  doubt- 
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Jerusalem,  or  in  its  viuinity.  But  this  silence  respecting  a 
return  to  Galilee  by  no  means  shows  that  none  took  place. 
The  Evangelist  is  not  giving  a  chronological  outline  of 
events,  but  the  Lord's  diseoui-ses,  and  adds  only  those  his- 
torical foots  that  are  necessary  to  explain  tUem.'  It  is  said 
ftgiun,  that  at  the  feast  of  Dedication  (John  x.  26)  He  al- 
ludes to  His  words  spoken  at  an  earlier  period,  (x.  1-5,) 
from  which  it  is  inferred  that  no  long  interval  could  have 
elapsed,  and  that  His  auditors  must  have  been  in  both 
cases  the  same'  But  two  months  is  not  so  long  an  inter- 
val that  His  words  could  have  been  forgotten,  especially  if 
He  bad  immediately  after  left  the  city;  and  Hia  auditors  at 
both  feasts  were  in  part  the  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem.' 
There  seems,  then,  no  need  to  suppose  that  His  discourse 
respecting  the  sheep  (x.  1-18)  was  spoken  just  before  the 
feast  of  Dedication,  and  that  He  had  therefore  continued  at 
Jerusalem  since  Tabernacles, 

Against  the  supposition  that  He  spent  this  interval  in 
Jerusalem  or  in  Judea,  is  the  statement  (John  vii.  1)  that 
"  He  would  not  walk  in  Jewry  because  the  Jews  sought  to 
kiil  Him."  The  hatred  of  the  Jews  did  not  permit  Him  to 
remain  in  Judea  to  teach ;  and  on  this  ground  He  appears 
to  have  passed  by  several  of  the  feasts.  It  is  highly  im- 
probable, then,  that  after  the  reception  He  had  met  at  the 
feast  of  Tabernacles,  when  a  formal  attempt  was  made  to 
arrest  Him,  and  the  populace  bad  taken  up  stones  to  stone 
Him,  Ho  should  have  remained  in  Judea  till  the  next  feast, 
exposed  to  their  machinations.' 

Again,  the  Lord  carried  on  no  public  work  in  Judea 
after  He  left  it  to  begin  His  Galilean  ministry.  So  far  as 
we  learn,  He  had  not  yet  entered  it  for  any  purpose  since 
the  feast,  (John  v.  1.)  That  He  had  not  been  into  Judea 
and  manifested  Himself  there,  was  the  basis  of  the  com- 


icioy  Google 


plainta  of  His  brethren,  (vii.  3,  4.)  He  did  indeed  teach 
the  people  at  the  feasts  of  Tabernacles  and  of  Dedication, 
but,  BO  far  as  appears,  only  in  the  temple.  If,  then,  Judea 
was  not  now  the  scene  of  His  labors,  and  nothing  is  said  of 
any  work  now  done  in  Perea,  we  conclude  that  He  re- 
turned to  Galilee,  where  His  work  was  not  yet  fully  ended. 

If,  then,  Jesus  returned  to  Galilee  after  the  feast  of 
Tabernacles,  and  the  journey  of  Luke  (ix.  51)  was  subse- 
quent to  this  feast,  can  we  identify  it  as  the  journey  to  the 
feast  of  Dedication  ?  But  before  this  point  can  be  consid- 
ered, it  will  be  necessary  to  examine  what  is  said  of  the  mis- 
sion of  the  Seventy,  (Luke  x.  1-17,)  in  its  bearings  upon  the 
Lord's  oini  labors  during  this  last  journey. 

We  are  told  that,  "  After  these  things  the  Lord  ap- 
pointed other  seventy  also,  and  sent  them  two  and  two 
before  His  face  into  every  city  and  place,  whither  He  Him- 
self would  come."  This  plainly  shows  that  they  were  to 
act  as  His  forerunners  or  heralds  upon  the  journey  He  was 
about  to  nndertake ;  and  this  journey  can  be  no  other  than 
that  mentioned,  (ix.  51,)  or  His  last  journey  from  Galilee. 
It  shows,  also,  that  the  route  was  determined  upon;  for 
where  He  deagned  to  come,  they  should  precede  Him,  and 
whither  they  went  and  found  i-eception,  there  He  should 
follow  them.  Thus  their  movements  were  arranged  with 
reference  to  His.  As  they  were  to  go  two  and  two,  they 
could  easily  in  a  short  time  visit  a  large  number  of  cities. 
If  each  couple  visited  but  one,  this  would  make  thirty-five, 
and  it  therefore  follows  that  His  journey,  following  on  their 
steps,  must' have  occupied  a  considerable  period  of  time. 

The  end  for  which  this  large  deputation  was  sent  forth, 
was,  as  expressed  in  their  commission,  to  heal  the  sick,  and 
to  proclaim  the  kingdom  of  God  at  hand  ;  and  thus  prepare 
the  way  for  the  Lord,  who  was  to  follow  them.  But  wliat 
was  the  significance  of  this  proclamation  f  Wa.s  it  merely 
a  repetition  of  what  had  been  preached  by  John  the  Baptist, 
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by  the  Loi'd,  and  by  the  apostles  ?  Did  it  not  rather  de- 
rive a  peculiar  character  from  the  relations  in  which  the 
mission  stood  to  the  Lord's  subsequent  journey?  They 
■were  not  to  go  to  every  part  of  the  land,  but  only  to  those 
cities  "  where  He  HiroBelf  would  come."  We  may,  there- 
fore, well  infer  that  they  did  not  merely  announce 
era!  terms  the  Messianic  kingdom,  but  made  apecifio  men- 
tion of  Jesus,  who  was  to  follow  them,  as  1 
"  They  were  only  to  give  notice  that  the  Messiah  was 
ing,  and  that  in  those  places-  only  to  which  lie  was  to 
come.'"  It  was  not  merely  the  proclamation  of  the  king- 
dom, but  also  the  proclamation  of  the  King.  Jesus  was 
soon  to  follow  on  His  way  to  Jerusalem,  and  thus  tho  eyes 
of  all  were  turned  to  Him,  not  as  a  great  Teacher,  or 
Prophet,  but  as  the  long  promised  Son  of  David  and  Re- 
deemer of  Israel. 

Some,  however,  have  questioned  whether  this  sending 
of  the  Seventy  can  be  brought  into  immediate  chronologi- 
cal connection  with  the  jourr.jy  of  Luke,  (ix.  51.)  It  is 
said  that  the  latter  refers  to  His  journey  to  the  feast  of 
Tabernacles,  and  that  the  Seventy  were  not  sent  till  after 
His  return  from  this  feast  to  Galilee,  But  this  is  wholly 
untenable.  We  cannot  suppose  that  after  the  Evangelist 
had  said  in  so  emphatic  a  manner,  that  He  steadfastly  set 
Hia  face  to  go  to  Jerusalem,  and  sent  messengers  before 
Him,  he  should  pass  over  in  entire  silence  its  farther  prose- 
cution, Hia  arrival  at  Jerusalem,  and  Hia  return  to  Galilee, 
and  then,  without  the  least  hint  of  it,  begin  the  recital  of 
another  journey.  We  conclude,  then,  that  the  sending  of 
the  Seventy  was  very  soon  after  the  rejection  of  the  mes- 
sengers  whom  He  had  sent  into  Samaria. 

We  may  now  ask  what  light  this  mission  easts  upon 
the  direction  and  time  of  the  Lord's  last  jouraey.    And 

'  Ligbifoot  in  loco. 
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first,  as  to  its  direction.  Where  were  the  Seventy  sent? 
Some  aay  to  Samaria,'  Tiiis  destination  has  some  support 
in  the  fact  that  they,  unlilte  the  Twelve,  were  not  forbidden 
to  enter  Samaria  and  the  heathen  cities;  and  also  that  the 
number  seventy  may  have  had  some  symholic  reference  to 
the  heathen  nations.  But  it  is,  nevertheless,  intrinsically 
improbable.  It  was  to  give  the  largest  publicity  to  His 
own  Messianic  claims  that  Jesus  now  sent  them  forth. 
They  wore  simply  to  announce  the  kingdom  of  God  at  hand, 
and  thus  the  very  nature  of  their  mission  limited  it  to  those 
who  were  already  familiar  with  the  ideas  which  that  an- 
nouncement involved.  Besides,  He  had  been  already  re- 
jected in  Samaria  by  the  rejection  of  His  former  messen- 
gers, (Luke  ix.  53,)  whose  office  it  was  not,  indeed,  to 
preach  or  to  lieal,  but  who  had  preceded  IKra,  as  servants  pre- 
cede a  prince,  to  see  that  alt  is  ready  for  His  fitting  reception. 
Did  He  send  them  into  Judea  ?  This  is  in  itself  very 
probable.  Although  for  a  considerable  period  He  had  not 
walked  in  Jewry,  because  the  Jews  sought  to  kill  Him,  yet 
this  would  not  prevent  Him  from  now  sending  to  that 
province  His  messengers,  that  perchance  it  might  yet  re- 
pent. If  His  life  had  been  repeatedly  threatened  at  Jeru- 
salem, still  other  cities  might  be  more  favorably  disposed, 
and  through  the  proclamations  of  His  heralds,  the  way  be 
prepared  for  Himself.  The  number  seventy,  also,  seems 
to  have  some  symbolic  reference  to  the  seventy  elders  of 
Israel,  (Ex,  xxiv.  9 ;  Num,  xi.  24,)  implying  a  general  visi- 
tation. Still,  it  is  not  said  by  any  of  the  Evangelists  that 
He  visited  any  part  of  Judea  except  that  lying  between 
the  Jordan  and  Jerusalem.  It  may  be  that  His  purpose  at 
first  was  to  enter  Judea  by  Samaria,  but  being  rt;jectcd 
upon  the  border.  He  journeyed  into  Perea,  designing  thus 
to  enter  it ;  hut  His  life  being  endangered  when  He  reached 

'  Wieselei",  336,  note  1 ;  Lange. 
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Jerusalem,  He  turned  back  again  to  Perca.  In  the  ab- 
sence of  all  definite  statemeots,  great  uncertainty  rests  upon 
the  point  whether  any  of  the  Seventy  actually  visited 
Judea;  and  if  they  did  so,  what  reception  they  met,  and 
whether  they  were  followed  by  the  Lord. 

Did  He  send  them  into  Galilee?  This  is  possible,  if  we 
sappoae  Him  to  have  sent  them  fi-om  Capernaum,  and  in 
such  direction  that,  in  following  them,  He  should  be  going 
toward  Jerusalem.  Most  parts  of  Galilee,  however,  He  had 
doubtless  already  visited,  and  that  He  did  not  design  to  visit 
them  again  may  be  inferred  from'  the  woes  He  pronounced 
upon  Choraan,  Betbsaida,  and  Capernaum,  (Luke  x.  IS- 
IS ;)  nor  is  there  mention  made  of  any  Galilean  village. 

That  the  chief  scene  of  the  labors  of  the  Seventy  was 
in  Perea,  is  appai'ent.'  This  province  was  under  the  juris- 
diction of  Herod,  and  here  was  offered  them  the  same  free- 
dom of  action  that  Jesua  had  had  up  to  this  time  in  Galilee, 
It  was  also  a  part  of  the  country  that  He  had  but  little  visit- 
ed, and  the  road  along  the  Jordan  wi^  a  much-travelled 
thoroughfare  to  Jerusalem. 

T!ie  names  of  none  of  the  cities  visited  by  the  Seventy, 
and  afterward  by  the  Lord,  are  given,  and  we  cannot  there- 
fore tell  how  wide  a  circuit  He  may  have  taken.  It  is 
probable  that  they  were  sent  to  ,the  larger  towns,  perhaps 
to  those  lying  nearest  the  ordinary  route  to  Jerusalem, 

Second.  When  wore  the  Seventy  sent  ?  Many,  identi- 
fying Luke  ix.  51  and  Johnvii,  10,  say,  just  before  the  feast 
of  Tabernacles,  and  before  Jesus  had  left  Galilee.'  Others, 
after  He  had  left  Galilee  and  while  on  His  way  to  Jerusa- 
lem to  this  feast.'  But,  as  wo  have  seen,  the  character  of 
that  journey  to  the  feast  of  Tabernacles  forbids  that  He 
couid  have  been  preceded  by  such  a  deputation;  some, 

'  So  LiohtenBtoin,  Robinsoo. 

'  Nemcome,  Townsend,  Robinson,  Strong. 
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therefore,  would  make  them  to  have  been  sent  from  Jeru- 
salem, or  from  Judea,  soon  after  the  feast  of  Tahernacles, 
and  before  that  of  Dedication.  But  this  implies  that  the 
interval  between  the  feaists  was  spent  in  Judea,  which  is 
untenable ;  nor  is  it  at  all  consistent  with  the  object  of  the 
mission  that  the  Lord  should  follow  them  away  from  Jeru- 
salem. Many,  who  make  Hira  to  have  returned  to  Galilee 
after  the  feast  of  Tabernacles,  place  the  sending  before  the 
following  feast  of  Dedication,  and  while  He  was  on  the 
way  to  Jerusalem  through  Perea.'  This  period  has  much 
in  its  favor.  The  last  journey  was  through  Perea,  (Matt. 
xix.  1 ;  Mark  x.  1.)  He  was  attended  by  great  multitudes, 
(Matt,  xix,  2  ;.Luko  xii.  1.)  He  resumed  there  the  work 
of  teaching  the  people,  which  for  a  time  He  had  suspended, 
(Mark  x.  1.)  He  goes  not  directly  forward,  but  in  a  circuit 
through  cities  and  villages,  yet  always  making  progress 
toward  Jerusalem,  (Luke  xiii.  22.)  Reaching  the  borders 
of  Judea  as  the  time  came  to  celebrate  the  feast  of  Dedica- 
tion, He  goes  up  to  Jerusalem.  His  appearance  there 
seems  to  have  been  unexpected,  perhaps  from  the  fact  that 
it  was  winter,  when  few  journeyed  from  a  distance  ;  but  the 
rumor  that  He  was  now  more  openly  presenting  His  Mes- 
aanio  claims  through  the  mission  of  the  Seventy,  had  ap- 
parently reached  the  Jews,  for  they  immediately  demand 
of  Him  that  He  should  tell  them  plainly  whether  He  is  the 
Christ.  They  would  learn  it  from  His  own  lips.  Forced 
to  flee  from  their  wrath.  He  recrosses  the  Jordan,  and  in 
that  part  of  the  district  of  Perea,  where  John  at  first  bap- 
tized, He  took  up  His  abode.  As  many  had  followed  iTim 
upon  His  journey,  so  many  resorted  to  Him  here,  till  He 
was  called  to  Bethany,  near  Jerusalem,  by  the  death  of  Laa- 
arns.  After  the  resurrection  of  Lazarus,  He  is  compelled 
to  hido  Himself  at  Ephraim  till  the  Passover  came.     Thus 
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this  last  journey  was  not  wbolly  continuoua.  It  was  inter- 
rupted by  a  period  after  the  Dedication  spent  in  Perea, 
which,  however,  seems  to  have  been  a  period  of  activity, 
and  laterljya  sojoura  at  Ephraim,  where  He  apparently 
devoted  Himself  wholly  to  His  disciples.  But  leaving 
Ephraim  as  the  pilgi-ims  begin  to  gather  to  attend  the  Pass- 
over, He  joins  them  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Jordan, 
and  the  journey  ends  with  the  same  publicity  with  which  it 
began.  Attended  by  the  multitude,  He  enters  Jericho, 
and  from  hence  He  goes  to  Jerusalem  in  triumphal  pro- 
cession. Thus  the  last  journey  of  the  Lord  preserves 
its  uniformity  of  character,  from  the  commencement  to  the 
close. 

Some,  however,  would  place  this  journey  after  tho  feast 
of  Dedication.  But  when,  after  this  feast,  did  Jesus  return 
to  Galilee  ?  Was  it  when,  the  Jews  having  sought  to  take 
Him,  He  escaped  out  of  their  hand?  (John  x.  39.)'  When, 
however,  we  consider  how  continuously  the  narrative  pro- 
ceeds, there  is  no  place  for  a  return  to  Galilee.  The  Evan- 
gelist says :  "  He  escaped  out  of  their  hand,  and  went  away 
^ain  beyond  Jordan,  into  the  place  where  John  at  first 
baptized,  and  there  He  abode."  To  insert  between  this 
escape  and  the  departure  beyond  Jordan,  a  journey  to  Gal- 
ilee and  a  return,  is  very  ai'bitravy ;  and  the  more,  that  the 
syntax  suggests  immediate  chronological  sequence,  the  verb, 
V.  40,  finding  its  subject  in  v.  39.  It  was  not  from  Galilee 
that  He  went  away  beyond  Jordan,  but  from  Jerusalem, 
so  far  &a  appears  fi-om  the  nari'ative.  Beyond  Jordan  He 
abides,  till  summoned  by  the  sisters  of  Laj;aruB  to  Bethany. 
Immediately  after  the  miracle  there  He  retires  to  Ephraim. 

Can  we,  then,  place  this  last  journey  after  the  sojourn  in 
Ephraim,  as  is  done  by  Greswell  ?  We  are  told  that  "  He 
there  continued  with  His  disciples,"  (John  xi.  54.)    The 
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retirement  of  Jesus  thither  heing  to  escape  the  notice  of 
the  chief  priests  and  Pharisees,  who  had  determined  to  put 
Him  to  death,  (vs.  il-M,)  and  who  "  had  given  a  com- 
mandment that,  if  "  any  man  knew  where  He  were,  he 
should  show  it,  that  they  might  take  Him,"  there  is  a  strong 
improhability  that  He  would  attract  public  attention  to 
Himself  by  making  excursions  to  teach,  or  to  heal.  While 
nothing  is  said  of  the  nature  of  the  Lord's  labors  in  Ephra- 
im,  the  mention  of  the  feet  that  He  continued  there  with 
His  disciples,  intimates  that  to  them  was  His  time  devoted. 
It  is  not  distinctly  said  when  He  left  Ephrdm  for  Jerusa- 
lem, but  the  impression  made  by  the  narrative,  is  that  it 
was  a  very  short  time  before  the  Passover.  Of  the  route, 
the  Evangehst  says  nothing,  except  that  six  days  before 
the  Passover  He  came  to  Bethany,  (xii,  1.)  If,  however. 
He  went  first  to  Galilee,  and  then,  sending  out  the  Seventy, 
awiuted  their  return,  and  followed  upon  their  steps  through 
Perea  to  Jericho  and  Bethany,  He  must  have  left  Ephraim 
a  considerable  time  before  the  Passover.  Greswell  (ii.  529) 
finds  in  this  no  difficulty,  as  ho  supposes  Him  to  have 
reached  that  city  about  the  end  of  December,  and  to  have 
remained  there  a  month,  or  to  the  end  of  January.  Two 
months  would  thus  remain  for  the  last  journey.' 

Against  this  attempt  to  show  that  the  Lord  went  from 
Ephraim  back  to  Galileo,  the  language  of  Luke  (ix.  51-53) 
forms  a  strong  objection.  The  Samaritans  "  did  not  receive 
Him  because  His  face  was  as  though  He  would  go  to  Jeru- 
salem." The  answer,  that  this  docs  not  refer  to  the  direc- 
tion of  His  journey,  but  to  His  purpose  in  undertaking  it, 
is  forced  and  unsatisfactory.  It  is  plain  that  Ho  was  in 
Galilee  when  He  sent  messengers  to  the  Samaritan  village. 
He  must,  then,  previously  have  left  Ephraim,  and  gone 
into  Galilee,  of  which  journey  nothing  is  siud.    This  is  not 

>  See  also  I(obi[isDD,  Ear.  SOS. 
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impossible,  but  it  does  not  find  any  support  ia  John  or 

If,  then,  wo  cannot,  with  Greswell,  put  all  the  Lord's 
last  journey,  beginning  with  Luke  ix.  51,  after  the  sojoarn 
at  Ephraim,  can  we  thus  put  any  part  of  it  ?  Eobinaon 
here  inserts  al!  following  Luke  xiii.  10.  But  this  arrange- 
ment, which  he  supposes  to  be  presented,  "  perhaps,  for  the 
first  time,"  meets  none  of  the  difficulties  arising  from  the 
neglect  of  chronological  order  by  Luko  ;  nor  is  there  any- 
thing in  the  narrative  that  leads  ns  to  suppose  any  suoh 
change  of  place.  The  view  that  Luke  (xvii.  11)  refers  to 
His  departure  from.  Ephrsum,  is  much  better  supported. 
The  statement  of  the  Evangelist ;  "  And  it  came  to  pass 
as  He  went  to  Jerusalem  that  He  passed  through  the  midst 
of  Samaria  and  Galilee,"  may  be  variously  interpreted. 
Jerusalem  was  the  goal,  but  what  was  the  starting  point  ? 
If  the  language  means  that  He  passed  across  these  prov- 
inces, first  Samaria  and  then  Galilee,  journeying  northward, 
He  could  not  have  been  in  Galilee,  or  in  Perea,  or  in  Sa- 
maria ;  He  mnst  then  have  been  in  Judea.  But  to  reach 
Jerusalem  from  Jndea,  why  pass  through  Samaria  ?  If  we 
make  Ephraim  the  starting  point,  and  assume  that  this  city 
was  near  the  south  border  line  of  Samaria,  we  can  suppose 
that  He  passed  noi-thward  till  He  reached  the  frontier 
of  Galilee,  and  proceeding  along  the  frontier  eastward, 
crossed  the  Jordan,  and  entered  Perea.'  In  this  case  the 
Lord  did  not  travel  in  GaJilee,  or  perform  any  ministry 
there,  so  that  His  former  departure  (ix,  51)  may  he  said  to 
have  been  the  last.  But  can  this  passage  along  the  fron- 
tier be  identified  with  that  departure,  of  which  Matthew 
(xix.  1)  and  Mark  (x.  1)  speak?  From  the  very  definite 
notice  of  place  which  the  latter  gives,  "  And  He  arose  from 

1  That  the  espression,  "Tliroiigh  the  midst  of  Samaria  oniJ  Galilee," 
!ia  /itaov  SaiiOptias  koi  ruAiAaiai,  may  be  thus  understood,  ia  gBneraiij 
iidmitted.    So  Bengel,  Meyer,  Norton,  Alford,  Liohtenateio,  Trenob. 
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thenee,"  we  infer  tliat  this  departure  was  from  Capernaum, 
not  from  Ephraim.  Jesus  must  then  have  gone  from 
Ephraim  back  to  Capernaum,  and  thence  have  commenced 
His  journey.  But  the  language  (Luke  ix.  51)  implies  that 
He  then  left  Galilee  for  the  last  time.  The  words,  also,  of 
Matthew  and  Mark  plainly  intimate,  that  the  Lord  had  con- 
tinned  His  labors  in  Galilee  down  to  the  departure  of  which 
they  Bpeak.  Thus,  we  conclude  that  Luke  ix.  51  (not  xvii.  1 1) 
is  parallel  with  Matt.  xix.  1,  and  Mark  x.  1,  The  latter  Evan- 
gelists, omitting  most  that  took  place  dui-ing  the  joui-ney, 
come  again  (Matt,  xix.  13 ;  Mark  x.  13}  into  unison  with 
Luke,  (xviii.  15 ;)  and  from  this  point  the  narratives  men- 
tion, for  the  most  part,  the  same  particulars.  If  we  make 
Matt.  xix.  1,  and  Mark  x.  1,  parallel  with  Luke  ix,  51,  it 
is  not,  however,  nocessaiy  to  refer  the  narratives  of  the  for- 
mer to  what  took  place  in  the  beginning  of  the  journey. 
All  that  they  tell  us,  may  have  taken  place  after  the  Lord 
left  Ephraim,  and  whUe  in  Perea. 

We  come,  then,  to  the  conclusion  that  Luke's  words, 
(ix,  51,)  "  He  steadfastly  set  His  face  to  go  up  to  Jerusa- 
lem," refer  to  the  Lord's  final  departure  from  Galilee ;  and 
that  most  of  the  events  he  relates  from  this  point  to  chap, 
xviii.  15,  where  his  narrative  becomes  parallel  with  those 
of  Matthew  and  Mark,  took  place  during  this  journey. 
We  find  no  ground  to  believe,  that  after  this  departure  Ho 
again  visited  Galilee.  He  did  not,  indeed,  go  directly  to 
Jei-usalem,  as  He  was  preceded  by  the  Seventy,  and  His 
course  was  determined  by  the  reception  they  met ;  nor, 
when  He  reached  Jerusalem,  could  He  abide  there,  but  was 
forced  to  flee,  first  to  Ferea,  and  afterward  to  Ephraim, 
These  flights  the  Synoptists  do  not  mention,  and  we  learn 
from  them  no  more  than  that  He  went  to  Jerusalem  by 
way  of  Perea, 

If,  then,  all  of  Lake's  account  refers  to  one  and  the 
same  journey,  it  follows  that  he  dora  not  relate  in  exact 
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chronological  order  ;  nor  does  it  appear  by  what  pnnciple 
he  is  governed  in  hia  arrangement.  The  various  theories 
which  have  been  presented,  we  must  here  pass  by.  That 
in  the  main  the  order  is  historical,  is  probable. 

Comparing  Luke  with  the  other  Bvangelists,  we  mark 
the  following  points  of  identification:  Lake  ix.  51,  and 
Matt.  xix.  l,and  Mai'k  x.  1 ;  Luke  xvii.  11,  and  the  journey 
from  Ephraim,  John  xi,  55.  Where,  in  Lake's  account,  the 
visit  to  the  feast  of  Dedication  (John  x.  22)  is  to  be  placed, 
is  not  apparent.  In  the  absence  of  all  definite  data,  we 
shall  assume  that  his  statement  (xiii.  22)  is  to  be  referred  to 
the  period  immediately  preceding  this  feast,  and  that  all 
from  chap.  xiv.  to  xvii.  10  m.ay  have  taken  place  after  Jesus' 
return  to  Perea,  (John  x.  40.) 

What  determined  the  Lord  to  take  the  route  through 
Samaria  rather  than  through  Perea,  upon  this  His  last  jour- 
ney, we  cannot  tell.  Perhaps  it  may  have  been  the  favor- 
able reception  which  He  had  before  met  from  the  Samari- 
tans, (John  iv.  39-42,)  or  that  He  desired  to  take  the  most 
direct  route  into  Judea.  That  He  should  send  messengers 
before  Him,  is  to  be  explained  from  the  ftct  that  this  jour- 
ney was  of  great  pnhhcity.  Whether  "  to  make  ready  for 
Him,"  CTOt/iacrat  avTif,  means  simply  to  prepare  lodgings  for 
Him,  as  most  suppose,  may  be  questioned.  It  seems  much 
more  to  have  had  reference  to  the  announcement  that  the 
Messiah  was  at  hand,  and  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  vil- 
lage should  prepare  themselves  to  receive  Him  with  all  the 
external  marks  of  respect  that  befitted  His  high  dignity. 
But  a  Messiah  going  up  to  Jerusalem,  was  a  stumbling-block 
to  the  Samaritans,  and  they  wopld  not  receive  Hira,  ou« 
cBc^avTo  avTov.  (Compare  John  iv.  45.)  This  rejection  of 
Himself  in  the  persons  of  His  messengers,  was  perhaps  a 
divine  intimation  to  Him  that  He  should  not  go  to  Jerusa- 
lem through  Samaria,  but  through  Perea.'    Who  theee 

■  See  Llcliteastein,  SIS. 
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messengers  were,  is  not  known.  The  anger  manifested  by 
Jamea  and  John,  has  led  some,  as  A.  Clarke,  to  suppose 
that  Jesus  had  sent  them,  and  that  they  felt  the  rejection 
as  a  personal  insult ;  but  for  this  there  is  no  sufficient 
ground.  The  lotly  and  impetuous  language  of  the  two, 
"Wilt  Thou  that  we  command  fire  to  come  down  from 
Heaven  and  consume  them  ?  "  clearly  intimates,  however, 
that  a  new  stage  in  the  Lord's  work  had  come ;  and  that 
these  disciples,  elated  with  the  hope  that  He  was  now 
about  to  assert  Hia  kingly  claims,  were  ready  to  punLsh 
in  the  severest  manner  all  who  refused  Him  Messianic 
honors. 

Prom  this  village  they  went  to  another,  (Luke  ix.  66.) 
It  is  not  wholly  clear  whether  the  latter  was  in  Samaria,  or 
Galilee.  The  presumption  is  that  it  was  in  Galilee.'  There 
is  no  mention  of  any  new  messengers,  nor  any  further  allu- 
Mon  to  the  Samai'itans.  The  village  where  He  was  rejected 
is  conjectured  by  Lichtenstein  (318)  to  have  been  Ginnea 
or  Jenin,  situated  upon  the  border  of  Samaria  and  Galilee, 
and  overlooking  the  plain  of  Esdraelon.  It  is  mentioned 
by  Josephus.'  From  thence  the  Lord  would  pass  eastward 
to  the  Jordan,  and  thus  enter  Perea. 

Luke  (vs.  57-60)  mentions,  in  connection  with  this 
journey,  the  incidents  which  Matthew  (vlii.  19-22)  men- 
tions as  taking  place  just  before  the  journey  to  Gergesa; 
and  adds  also  another  of  like  kind.  As  it  is  very  improbable 
that  events,  so  remarkably  similar,  should  have  occuiTcd 
twice ;  and  as  it  is  impossible  to  tell  which  of  the  Evangel- 
ists relates  most  accurately,' we  have  followed  the  order  of 
Matthew  In  regai-d  to  the  incidents  which  he  and  Luke 


I  Me^er,  Uehlcnatein.  '  Anfiq.,  EO.  0. 1. 

3  In  fafor  of  Matthetr  most,  as  Meyer,  Bleeli,  Langc,  Lichtenatein ;  of 
ke,  Tischendorf;  Alford,  undecided.  TLat  the  followers  of  Jesus  here 
ikea  of  were  Judas  Iscariot,  Tbamas,  nad  Matthew,  is  a  meie  laocj  of 
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rolatG  in  common,  and  insert  here  ivliat  Luke  alone  relates, 
(vs.  61,62.) 


Nov.  V82.     A.  D.  29. 


During  the  journey  through  Perea,  tlio  Lord  ig  at-    Matt.  nix.  3. 
tended  bj  great  multltudca,  whom  He  teaches  and  heala.    Mitte  x.  1. 
Upon  the  way  He  is  tempted  by  u  lawyer,  who  aaka  Him    Lcke  x.  25-87. 
how  be  shall  inherit  eternal  life.     In  reply,  He  relates  the 
parable  of  the  good  Samaritan.   One  of  His  disciples  asks    Luke  si.  1-13. 
for  a  form  of  prayer.    He  gives  Him  the  form,  and  adds 
some  remarks  on  lie  right  method  of  prayer. 

It  is  not  improbable,  as  has  been  already  observed,  that 
the  popularity  of  the  Lord  had  somewhat  diminished  in 
Galilee  before  His  final  depaiture,  in  part  through  the 
open  and  active  hostility  oi  the  Pharisees,  in  part  that  the 
novelty  of  His  appearance  had  passed  by,  and  in  part 
through  the  increasingly  repellent  character  of  His  teach- 
ings. But  He  was  now  entering  upon  a  field  of  labor  al- 
most new,  and  yet  prophetically  foretold — wtpav  tov  Jop- 
Zavov,  "beyond  Jordan,"  Comparatively  few  in  Pcrea,  we 
may  believe,  had  seen  or  heard  Him ;  and  the  announce- 
ment of  the  Seventy  that  He  was  about  to  follow  them, 
would  naturally  call  general  attention  to  His  movements, 
and  gather  great  crowds  around  Him.  It  is  apparent,  also, 
that  the  peculiar  character  of  this  journey  gave  new  im- 
pulse to  the  prevalent  Messianic  expectations.  It  is  men- 
tioned by  Matthew,  (xis.  2,)  in  general  terms,  that  He  healed, 
but  no  specific  cases  are  given.  Mark  speaks  only  of 
teaching. 

We  have  no  data  to  determine  when  the  inquiry  of  the 
lawyer  was  made.  It  may  have  been  early  in  the  journey, 
whilst  the  Lord  was  yet  on  the  border  of  Samaria ;  and  His 
reply  derives  a  special  significance  from  the  fact  that  He 
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Himself  had  just  beon  rejected  by  tlie  Samaritans.  Still,  the 
bitter  hostility  of  the  Jews  to  the  Samaritans  wouM  have 
given  point  to  the  parable,  wherever  He  may  have  been. 

Luke  (xi,  1)  introduces  the  request  for  a  form  of  prayer, 
Tvith  the  remark,  that  "  as  He  was  praying  in  a  certain 
place,  when  He  ceased,  ono  of  His  disciples  said  nnto  Him," 
&(},  From  this  it  has  been  inferred  by  some,  as  Oosterzee, 
that  the  incident  stands  here  in  its  historical  connection, 
and  is  inserted  by  Matthew  out  of  its  place  in  the  Sermon 
on  the  Mount,  (vi  9-13,)  It  certainly  appears  more  prob- 
able that  it  should  be  given  in  answer  to  a  disciple  than 
to  the  multitude ;  and  if  it  had  been  spoken  on  that  occa- 
sion, it  might  have  simply  been  referred  to  here.  Still, 
many,  as  Meyer,  make  it  to  have  been  original  in  Matthew, 
and  repeated  here  ;  and  others,  as  Alford,  that  it  stands  in 
close  connection  with  what  goes  before  in  both  Evangelists. 
Tholuck  takes  the  distinction,  that  in  the  first  instance  it 
was  generally  given,  but  in  the  latter  as  a  specific  form. 
The  difference  of  expression  in  the  two  cases  is  explained 
by  the  fact  that  Luke  ^ves  here,  as  often,  a  leas  complete 
report  of  Christ's  words. 


Nov.— Dec.  782.     a.  d.  29. 

The  Lord  heals  a  dumb  poaaoaacd  msm.    The  Fhari-    Luke  s!.  H-2B. 
sees  accuse  Him  of  casting  out  devils  through  Beelzebub. 
He  replies  to  them,  and  while  He  is  speaking  a  woman 
in  the  crawd  blesses  Him.     He  continues  to  discourse  to        "     il.  27-36. 
the  multitude  on  the  desire  for  signs.     He  dines  with  a 
Pharisee,  and  sharply  rebukes  Pharisaical  hjpocrisj.        "    li.  Bt-54, 
The  Pharisees  are  greatly  enraged,  and  He  pi'oceeds  to        "     lii.  1-12. 
address  Ihe  disciples,  adtnonishing  them  to  beware  of 
the  leaven  of  the  Phariseea,  and  to  fear  God  only.    One        "     lii.  IS-23, 
of  those  present  desires  of  Him  that  He  will  muke  his 
brother  divide  the  inheritance  with  him.    Ho  denies  his 
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request,  and  speaks  the  parable  of  the  rieli  fool.     He    Loke  xiL  22-B3. 

admonisbes  tbe  discipiea  to  watch  for  tho  coming  of  the 

Son  of  Man,  and,  after  answeiing  a  queetion  of  Peter, 

proceeds  to  address  the  people  respecting  Iheir  inability        "     sli.  B4-59. 

to  discern  the  signs  of  the  times. 

The  relation  of  tlita  miracio  of  the  dumb  possessed,  and 
of  the  diseotti-se  following  it,  to  the  healing  mentioned  by 
Matthew,  (xii.  22,)  and  the  discoui'se  there  given,  has  been 
already  discussed.  Most  agree  that  Luke  lias  placed  them 
here  out  of  their  historical  coimections.'  Tischendorf 
identifies  this  healing  with  the  miracle  In  Matt.  ix.  32-34, 
but  regards  it  rightly  placed  here.  Greswell  strongly  in- 
sists that  this  account  ia  wholly  distinct  from  those  in  Mat- 
thew and  Mark.  It  being  impossible  to  come  to  any  cer- 
t^n  result,  we  shall  foUow  Luke's  order,  assuming  that 
Matthew  relates  other  cases  of  healing  and  another  dis- 
course. In  regai'd  to  the  rebukes  of  the  Pharisees  by  the 
Lord,  spoken  at  the  house  of  a  Pharisee,  (vs.  37-52,)  we 
cite  the  just  observation  of  Alford,  that  He  "  spoke  at 
this  meal  parts  of  that  discourse  with  which  He  afterwai-d 
solemnly  closed  His  public  ministry." 

That  Jesus  should  have  been  invited  by  a  Pharisee  to 
dino  with  him,  or  rather  to  breakfast  with  him,  when  the 
sect  in  general  was  so  hostile  to  Him,  may  have  been  owing 
to  the  desire  to  have  one  so  famous  for  a  guest,  or  perhaps 
to  a  true  impulse  of  hospitality.  The  severity  of  His 
langaage  seems  directed  rather  against  Pharisaism  than 
against  the  individuals  then  present,  except  so  far  as  their 
consciences  should  compel  a  self- application.  The  sins  are 
rebuked  which  were  characteristic  of  that  party.  The 
lawyer  (v,  45)  seems  to  make  a  distinction  between  hia 
class  and  the  Pharisees  in  general,  as  if  the  foimer  were  a 
kind  of  higher  order,  a  learned  aristocraey.    That  the  Lord 

■  So  ItobtusDu,  Alford,  Lichlenstcin. 
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touched  his  hearers  to  the  quick,  is  apparent  from  their 
vehement  attempts  to  entangle  Him  by  their  questions. 

It  H'oiild  seem  that  immediately  after  the  rebuke  of  the 
Pharisees,  the  Lord  admonished  His  disciples  to  beware  of 
their  hypocrisy,  and  added  other  injunctions,  (xii.  1-12.) 
But  as  His  words  are  given  by  Matthew  in  other  relations, 
which  seem  historical, we  must  suppose  either  that  He  repeats 
sayings  earlier  spoken,  or  that  Luke  connects  them  with 
this  occasion,  disregarding  the  order  of  events.  This  re- 
mark also  applies  to  all  from  v.  22  to  the  end  of  the  chapter.' 

Therequestof  one  ofthe  company,  that  the  Lord  should 
speak  to  his  brother  to  divide  the  inheritance  with  him, 
and  the  following  parable  of  the  rich  fool,  are  mentioned 
only  by  Luke.  The  request  shows  how  much  the  attention 
of  men  was  turned  to  Jesus  as  the  Messiah,  and  this  fact 
doubtless  greatly  inflamed  the  hostility  ofthe  Pharisees. 


Nov.— Dec.  782.     a.  d.  29. 

Being  told  ofthe  murder  of  tho  Galileans  by  Pilate,    LttEE  slii.  1-9, 
He  repiiea,  and  adiia  a  parable  respecting  the  fig  tree. 
Whilst  teaching  in  the  sya^ogno  upon  the  Sabbath,  He    Luke  sili.  10-17. 
henla  a  noman  who  had  been  sick  eighteen  years.     Ha 
is  vebulied  for  this  by  the  njaaier  of  the  synagogue,  but 
puts  him  to  shame.    He  eontinuea  His  journey  toward 
Jerusalem,  and  replies  to  tLe  question  of  one  who  asked    LcKEliii.  22-35, 
Him,  Are  there  few  that  bo  saved  ?    The  same  day  He 
h  warned  by  eertdn  Pharisees  against  Herod. 

Of  these  Galileans,  so  murdered  by  Pilate,  we  have  no 
other  metition,  and  cannot  tell  when  the  event  occurred. 
There  can  be  little  doubt  that  it  was  at  Jerusalem,  and 
during  a  feast.'    The  relations  of  Pilate  to  tho  Jews  were 
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8Bch  as  to  make  this  act  of  crueUy  highly  probable.  lie 
was  no  respecter  of  places,  and  did  not  hesitate  upon  occa- 
sion to  violate  the  sanctity  of  the  temple.  Some  have 
supposed  these  Galileans  to  be  the  followers  of  Judas  of 
Galilee,  {Acts  v.  31,)  but  without  any  good  grounds. 
Probably  it  was  some  sudden  outbreak  at  one  of  the  feasts, 
and  they,  perhaps  taking  part  in  it,  perhaps  only  mere 
spectators,  were  slain  by  the  Roman  soldiers  in  the  outer 
court.  That  the  event  was  recent,  and  that  it  excited 
great  indignation,  are  apparent  from  the  narrative.  The 
attempt  of  Greswell  (iii,  26)  to  connect  it  with  the  sedition 
of  Barabbas,  (Luke  xxiii.  19,)  and  to  place  it  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  last  Passover,  and  thus  to  find  in  it  a  note  of 
time,  is  more  subtle  than  forcible.  Hcngstenberg,'  suppos- 
ing the  parable  of  the  fig  tree  was  spoken  a  year  before  the 
Lord's  death,  makes  the  murder  of  these  Galileans  to  have 
been  at  the  last  Passover  but  one,  or  that  mentioned  in 
John  vi.  4,  which  the  Lord  did  not  attend.  Of  the  tower 
that  fell  in  Siloara,  we  liave  no  knowledge. 

The  parable  of  the  fig  ti-ee  has  been  regarded  by 
many  as  giving  a  chronological  datum  to  determine  the 
length  of  the  Lord's  ministry.'  Some  refer  the  three  years 
to  the  whole  period  before  Christ,  during  which  God  was 
■waiting  for  the  Jews ;'  some  to  the  three  polities,  judges, 
kings,  and  high  priests.  But  it  is  doubtful  whether  it  has 
any  chronological  value.' 

The  healing  of  the  sick  woman  ia  mentioned  by  Luke, 
without  any  mark  of  time  or  place,  except  generally,  that  it 
was  in  a  synagogue  and  upon  the  Sabbath.  The  decided 
manner  in  which  the  ruler  of  the  synagogue  expresses  him- 
self against  the  lawfulness  of  healing  on  this  day,  indicates 
that  the  Pharisaic  party  had"  determined  to  treat  such 
works  of  healing  as  a  violation  of  its  sanctity.    There  is  no 
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expression  of  sympathy  witli  llie  woman,  of  sorrow  at  Iier 
ackness,  or  joy  at  het  recovery.  Tbat  in  this  condemna- 
tion of  the  Lord's  act  lie  was  supported  ty  others,  appears 
from  V.  17.  Such  a  literal  adherence  to  the  law,  and  viola- 
tion of  its  spiiit,  awaten  Christ's  jnst  indignation,  and  He 
denounces  him  as  a  hypocrite.  Perhaps,  the  parable  of  the 
mustard  seed  and  leaven  may  have  been  repeated  here.' 

The  account  of  the  Lord's  progress,  (v.  22,}  that  "  He 
went  through  the  cities  and  viU^ea,  teaching,  and  journey- 
ing toward  Jerusalem,"  is  too  indefinite  to  determine  what 
stage  of  His  journey  Ho  had  now  reached.  Some  would 
refer  it  to  His  going  up  from  Perea  to  Bethany  at  the 
resurrection  of  Lazarus,  (John  xi.'l-l7.) "  Some  support  is 
thought  to  be  found  for  this  in  the  Lord's  words,  (vs.  32, 33 :) 
"  Behold,  I  cast  out  devils,  and  I  do  cures  to-day,  and  to- 
morrow, and  the  third  I  shall  be  perfected.  1  must  walk 
to-day,  and  to-morrow,  and  tlie  day  following."  The  three 
days  are  said  to  refer  to  the  time  necessary  to  go  up  from 
{•erea  to  Bethany,  and  are  to  be  literally  taken.  The 
meaning  of  His  words  then  is,  "  In  three  days  I  perfect  this 
part  of  my  work,  and  not  till  then  do  I  leave  Herod's  do- 
minions." But  even  if  the  language  is  capable  of  this  in- 
terpretation, it  is  certain  that  v.  22,  which  speaks  of  a  jour- 
ney to  Jerusalem,  would  not  be  applied  to  a  journey  to 
Bethany,  which  was  rather  a  turning  aside  from  His  fixed 
route,  in  answer  to  a  special  request. 

The  time  when  the  Pharisees  came  to  Him,  to  warn  Him 
to  depart  or  Herod  would  kill  Him,  is  designated  as  the 
same  day  when  the  question  was  asked  Him,  "Are  there 
few  that  be  saved  ? "  This  was  one  of  the  days  daring 
which  He  was  teaching  and  journeying  toward  Jerusalem, 
(v.  22.)  That  Herod  should  be  spoken  of,  shows  that  Je- 
sus was  now  either  in  Galilee  or  Perea,  and  so  under  his 
jurisdiction  and  exposed  to  his  anger.     Meyer  supposes 

'  McKniglii,  Meyer,  Alford,  '  Wieseler,  Oosterzeo. 
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Him  to  be  still  in  Galilee,  and  that  Ilis  reply  to  the  Phari- 
sees (v.  32)  is  to  be  Hnderstood :  "  I  have  yet  three  days  in 
which  to  labor  in  Galilee  and  to  complete  my  ivork  of  cast- 
ing out  devils  and  of  healing,  and  then  I  must  go  up  to 
Jerusalem."  On  the  third  day  He  comes  to  the  border,  as 
related  in  xvii.  11.  But  are  the  Lord's  words  to  bo  under- 
stood of  three  literal  days?'  This  literal  interpretation  is 
not  to  be  pressed.  There  is  no  good  reason  why  the  lan- 
guago  may  not  be  understood  as  a  genera!  statement,  that 
His  labors  must  be  continued  till  He  should  perfect  them 
at  His  death  in  Jerusalem.' 

The  motive  of  the  Pharisees  in  thus  warning  the  Lord 
to  depart,  is  not  clear.  It  is  possible  that  they  were  Hia 
friends,  and  that  their  message  was  baaed  upon  some  infor- 
mation which  tliey  possessed  of  the  purposes  of  Herod,  who 
may  have  been  in  Perea,  at  Liviaa,  or  Machaerus.  Had 
he  been,  the  great  publicity  with  which  the  Lord  jour- 
neyed, could  scarcely  have  failed  to  draw  the  king's  atten- 
tion to  Him,  and  to  awaken  some  suspicion  of  His  designs. 
If  not  His  friends,  some  suppose  them  to  have  been  sent  by 
Herod  in  order  to  frighten  Him  from  hia  territories.'  This 
supposition  finds  some  support  in  His  reply,  "  Go  ye  and 
tell  that  fox,"  &c.  Less  probable  is  the  supposition  that 
they  feign  themselves  to  he  Herod'a  messengers,  in  order  to 
drive  Him  into  Judea,  where  He  can  be  more  readily  ar- 
rested by  the  priests  and  rulera.  Perhaps  the  simpler  expla- 
nation is  that,  without  being  sent  by  Herod,  or  having  any 
special  knowledge  of  his  plans,  they  gratify  their  mahoe  by 
uttering  the  threat  that  he  will  kill  Him  if  Ho  does  not  de- 
part. 

The  apostrophe  to  Jerusalem  (vs.  34,  35)  is  found  also  in 

1  So  Mejer,  Alford.  This,  boirever,  makes  it  necessary  fo  render 
rf\fuiviiat,  "  I  perfect  my  works ;"  not,  as  in  our  vtrsion,  "  I  ahull  bo  per- 
fected." 

'  So  LicbtcDsteiD,  Sticr,  Oivcn.  '  UcKnight,  Mejer,  Alford. 
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Matt,  xxiii.  37-39,  where  it  was  spoken  after  the  Lord  left 
the  temple  for  the  last  time.  From  its  nature,  and  from  the 
connection  in  which  it  stands  in  hoth  Evangelists,  it  is 
probable  that  it  was  twice  spoken.'  Most  .who  think  it  to 
have  been  spoken  but  once,  find  its  most  fitting  place  in 
Matthew.' 

It  has  been  questioned  how  the  words,  "  Ye  shall  not 
see  me,  until  the  time  come  when  ye  shall  say,  Blessed  is  he 
that  Cometh  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,"  are  to  be  under- 
stood. The  most  obvious  meaning  is,  that  they  are  to  bo 
taken  In  the  largo  prophetic  sense,  and  refer  to  His  depai-t- 
ure  into  Heaven,  and  to  His  joyful  reception  by  the  nation 
wheh  Ho  should  come  again  in  His  kingdom.  And  this 
also  best  fits  the  connection  of  the  thought.  No  prophet 
could  perish  out  of  Jerusalem.  There  He  must  die,  and  af- 
terward ascend  to  God,  to  be  seen  no  more  till  the  hearts 
of  the  people  should  be  made  ready  for  Him.  Till  then 
their  house  was  left  unto  them  desolate.  The  supposition 
that  He  foretold  His  purpose  to  go  up  to  the  coming  Pass- 
over, and  that  it  there  found  its  entire  fulfilment,'  is  er- 
roneous. That  some  of  the  people  did  then  say,  (Luke  xix. 
38,)  "Blessed  be  the  king  that  cometh  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord,"  was  no  general,  much  less  national,  acceptance  of 
Him,  and  no  real  fulfilment  of  His  words.  Still,  some  allu- 
sion to  the  shouts  of  the  multitude  at  His  triumphal  entry, 
need  not  be  denied.' 

Dec.  782.     a.  d.  29. 

From  Perca  He  gi>e3  up  to  Jeniaalpm,  to  be  presont    John  x.  22-24. 
at  the  feast  of  Dediei^loQ.    Upon  llie  way  He  paaaea 
thi-ougli  the  Tillage  of  Bethany,  and  visits  Mary  and  Mar-    Lose  x.  38-42. 
tha.     Reaching  Jerusalem,  the  Jews  demand  that  He 
declare  pl^ly  whether  He  is,  or  ia  not,  the  Messiah. 
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He  answers  lliem  by  referring  to  His  past  words  and  Joics  x.  23-42. 
works.  The  Jews,  thinking  HIa  answer  blnsphemous, 
lake  np  stones  to  Btone  Ilim.  He  continues  His  dis- 
course to  them,  but  as  tliey  seek  to  arrest  Him,  He  es- 
capes from  them,  and  goes  beyond  Jordan  to  Bctliany, 
(Bethabara,)  and  abides  there.  Many  resort  tg  Him, 
and  believe  ou  Him. 

It  is  at  this  point  that  we  would  insert  the  aairative  of 
Jolm,  (x.  32-42,)  embracing  the  visit  to  the  feast  of  Dedi- 
cation, and  the  returnto  Pcrea.  These  events  are  omitted 
by  the  Synoptists,  as  not  falling  into  the  scope  of  their  nar- 
ratives, which  leads  them  to  mention  no  visit  at  Jerusalem 
but  the  last. 

That  the  visit  at  Bethany,  mentioned  by  Luke  only, 
took  place  at  this  time,  cannot  be  positively  affirmed,  but 
it  cannot  well  be  put  earlier.  Not  improbably  it  is  placed 
by  the  Evangelist  in. its  present  position  in  the  narrative 
upon  other  than  chronological  grounds. 

The  journey,  as  it  has  been  traced,  brings  Ilim  into  the 
neighborhood  of  Jerusalem.  His  presenco  at  the  feast  of 
Dedication  is  often  ascribed  to  the  fact  of  His  proximity  to 
the  city,  rather  than  to.  any  design,  on  leaving  Galilee,  to  be 
present.'  It  is  not  indeed  probable  that  He  would  go  up 
simply  because  of  the  feast,  which  He  might  have  observ- 
ed elsewhere.  The  three  groat  feasts,  says  Lightfoot, 
"  might  not  be  celebrated  in  any  other  place ;  but  the 
Encenia  was  kept  everywhere  throughout  the  whole 
land."  As  one  of  the  minor  feasts,  His  presence  implies 
some  special  motive.  May  ivo  not  find  this  in  the  character 
oftho  Lord's  last  journey?  For  a  considerable  period  He 
had  avoided  Jerusalem;  at  the  feast  of  Tabernacles,  He 
went  up  secretly.  Now  He  seeks  publicity.  Wherever 
the  Seventy  go  they  proclaim  Him,  and  all  understand  that 
Ho  appears  aa  the  Messiah,    Perhaps,  as  has  been  ali'eady 
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intimated,  He  may  have  designed  to  send  Hia  messengers 
into  Judea  ;  and  if  they  found  a  favorable  reception,  to  fol- 
low tbera.  There  is  then  no  reason  why  He  should  longer 
avoid  Jerusalem.  He  will  present  Himself  before  the  priests 
and  scribes  and  rnlers,  that  they  may  show  forth  what  is  in 
their  hearts ;  show  whether  they  can  yet  recognize  in  Him 
the  Messiah.  And  the  feast  of  Dedication  had  special  sig- 
nificance as  the  time  of  such  a  visit.  It  was  appointed  in 
commemoration  of  the  national  deliverance  by  the  Macca- 
bees from  the  oppression  of  the  Syrians,  (n.  c.  164,)  and  of 
the  cleansing  of  the  temple  and  restoration  of  the  appointed 
worship."  It  should  not  only  have  reminded  the  Jews  of 
the  sins  that  brought  them  under  the  tyranny  of  Antioclma 
and  of  the  goodness  of  God  in  their  deliverance,  but  have 
taught  them  the  true  cause  of  their  present  bondage,  and 
awakened  in  them  hopes  of  a  more  glorious  deliverance 
through  the  Son  of  David.  Had  the  Lord  found  them  con- 
scious of  sin,  and  humbling  themselves  under  the  punish- 
ments of  God,  the  way  would  have  been  opened  for  a  new 
cleansing  of  the  temple,  and  the  bringing  in  of  a  new  and 
nobler  worship.  Bat  the  feast  served  only  to  feed  their 
pride,  to  foster  their  hate  of  Roman  rule,  and  to  turn  their 
hearts  away  from  the  true  deliverer.  A  Judas  Maccabeus 
they  would  have  welcomed ;  but  Jesus,  whose  first  work 
must  be  to  deliver  them  from  sin,  found  no  favor  in  their 
eyes. 

It  is  possible  that  some  of  the  Seventy  may  have 
preceded  Jesus  at  Jerusalem,  announcing  His  coming. 
The  manner  in  which  the  Jews  gather  around  Him,  and 
the  character  of  their  question,  "  How  long  dost  thou  make 
us  to  doubt  ?  If  Thou  be  the  Christ,  tell  us  plainly," 
clearly  indicate  that  in  some  way  their  attention  had  been 
especially  drawn  to  Him  as  something  more  than  a  prophet, 
as  indeed  the  Chrbt.    If  we  compare  this  language  with 
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that  littered  but  two  months  earlier  at  the  feast  of  Taher- 
nacles,  it  appears  evident  that  His  Measianic  claims  had 
now  become  prominent.  That  the  Jews  asked  the  question 
with  the  intent  to  make  an  affimiative  answer  the  basis  of 
accusation,'  is  not  improbable ;  but  it  may  also  have  been 
an  honest  expression  of  doubt.  It  is  to  be  noticed  that  no 
mention  is  made  of  any  preliminary  teaching  or  healing, 
notliing  to  call  forth  the  question.  He  is  silent  till  it  is  ad- 
l  Him  by  the  people,  and  this  was  as  soon  as  He 
i  in  the  temple. 
The  Lord's  reply,  "I  told  you,  and  ye  believed  not," 
must  refer  to  the  general  sentiment  and  scope  of  His  teach- 
ings ;  for  we  nowhere  have  on  record  any  express  avowal 
to  the  Jews  that  He  was  the  Messiah,  Such  an  avowal 
He  seems  purposely  to  have  avoided.  His  own  words  were: 
"  If  I  bear  witness  of  myself,  my  witness  is  not  true.  There 
is  another  that  beareth  witness  of  me,"  (John  v.  31,  32.)  In 
conformity  to  this  general  rule,  He  here  refers  the  Jews  to 
His  works.  "  The  works  that  I  do  in  my  Father's  name, 
they  bear  witness  of  me ;"  and  that  this  evidence  was  not 
sufficient  He  ascribes  to  their  unbelief.  This  was  not  what 
they  wanted,  and  they  must  have  thought  it  very  remark- 
able, that  if  He  were  the  Christ,  He  did  not  explicitly  and 
openly  affirm  it.  They  did  not  consider  that  "  with  the 
heart  man  believeth  unto  righteousness,"  and  that  the  evi- 
dence that  was  convincing  to  a  Nathanael,  was  wholly  un- 
satisiactory  to  a  Cdaphas.  That  in  their  question  they  had 
no  other  than  the  current  conceptions  of  the  Messiah,  ap- 
pears ftom  the  effect  of  His  reply  upon  them.  So  soon  as 
He  began  to  speak  of  His  relations  to  God  as  His  Father, 
and  said,  "  I  and  my  Father  are  one,"  they  sought  to  stone 
Him.  This  was  open  blasphemy,  and  the  blasphemer  must 
be  stoned. 

e  to  the  figure  of  the  sheep,  (v.  26,)  as  it 

■  So  Meyer  after  Lulhcr. 
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had  been  used  by  Him  at  the  feast  of  Tabernacles,  (x.  1—18,) 
ia  not  strange,  for  probably  most  of  those  now  present, 
priests,  scribes,  and  Pharisees,  were  residents  in  Jerusalem, 
and  had  heard  His  words  at  that  time.  The  interval  was 
but  two  months,  not  so  long  that  they  could  have  forgotten 
what  He  then  said,  especially  if  they  had  not  heard  Him 

This  attempt  to  take  Hia  life,  compared  with  that  at  the 
feast  of  Tabernacles,  (viii.  59,)  may  perhaps  show  less  of 
hasty  passion,  but  indicates  a  fixed  parpose  to  destroy  Him.' 
The  attempt  to  taie  Him  (v.  39)  may  have  been  with  de- 
sign to  keep  Him  in  custody  till  He  could  be  formally  tried ; 
or  that  removing  Him  from  the  Temple,  they  might  imme- 
diately stone  Him.  That  His  escape  was  miraculous,  is  not 
said,  though  so  regarded  by  many.'  If  He  had  designed  to 
send  His  messengers  into  Judea,  this  new  manifestation  of 
hostility  may  have  prevented  it ;  for  if  His  life  w^  in  danger 
at  Jerusalem,  He  could  not  have  journeyed  safely  into  other 
parts  of  the  province.  No  other  place  of  refuge  was  open 
to  Him  than  Perea.  Thus  the  Seventy  may  but  partially 
have  completed  their  intended  circuit,  Judea  being  shut 
against  them ;  and  this  will  explain  why  their  labors  are  so 
briefly  noticed  by  the  Evangelist. 

The  Lord,  now  leaving  Judea,  goes  beyond  Jordan, 
"  into  the  pla«e  where  John  at  first  baptized."  There  is 
no  doubt  that  this  was  Bethabara  or  Bethany,  (i,  28.)  Its 
position  has  already  been  considered.  The  motives  that  led 
to  its  selection  are  wholly  conjectural.  That  He  sought  it 
merely  as  a  place  of  safety  from  the  Jews,  is  possible;  but 
here,  on  the  other  hand,  He  was  exposed  to  the  anger  of 
Herod,  (Luke  xiii.  31,  32.)  Aside  from  considerations  of 
His  personal  safety,  there  is  much  significance  in  this  return 
to  the  place  of  liis  baptism.    He  might  expect  to  find  there, 

"  Luthardt,  ii.  ISO.  ^  So  Luthardt ;  contra,  Meyer, 
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as  He  did,  many  whose  hearts  had  been  prepared  by  the 
teachings  and  baptism  of  John  for  the  reception  of  His  own 
Tvorda.  It  is  said  that  "  there  He  abode."  Thia  implies 
that  He  made  no  more  circuits  through  the  surrounding 
towns.  He  abode  in  the  town  or  district  of  Bethany,  wliere 
many  resorted  unto  Him,  and  where  Mary  and  Martha 
sent  to  Him  during  the  sietness  of  Lazarus.'  How  long 
He  sojourned  here  ere  He  went  up  to  Bethany,  near  Jeru- 
salem, to  raise  Lazarus,  does  not  clearly  appear.  It  is  in- 
ferred by  some,  from  the  language  of  His  disciples,  after 
Ho  had  proposed  to  return  to  Judea,  (ii,  7,  8,)  "  The 
Jews  of  late  sought  to  stone  Thee  " — wv  e^ijt-ow,  &e.,  that 
He  had  but  just  come  from  Jerusalem.'  Mueh  stress,  how- 
ever, cannot  be  Idd  on  this.  (See  Actsvii.  52.)  From  the 
feast  of  Dedication  to  the  Passover  was  about  four  months, 
and  it  is  not  improbable  that  half  of  this,  or  more,  was  spent 
"  beyond  Jordan,"  in  the  neighborhood  of  Bethany.  Many 
would  place  during  this  time  much  that  Luke  relates. 
Upon  grounds  already  stated,  we  shall  assign  to  this  period 
all  from  chap,  xiv,  to  xvii,  10. 


Dec.  782.    A.  d.  29. 

Tlie  Lord  is  inTlted  to  feast  with  ono  of  the  chief  Luke  sir,  1-6 
Pharisees  on  the  Sabbath  day,  and  there  heala  a  man 
who  had  the  dropsj,  aiid  defonda  the  lawfulness  of  the 
act.      He   addresses  the  guests,  reproving  them    for      "     iiv.  7-1 
choosing  the  highest  seats,  and  rcmiods  His  host  of  his 
duty  to  the  poor,  and  speaks  tha  parable  of  the  great      "     sir.  15- 
Eupper.    As  Ho  journeyed   on,  great  mullitudea  went      "     six.  25- 
with  Him,  and  He  addressts  them  upon  tho  sclf-doniol 
required  in.  disoiples.    Publicans  and  ^nners  coming  in      "     xv.  IS' 

1  As  to  the  use  of  "  abode,"  liiveiy,  see  John  ii,  12;  ir.  40;  Tii.  B;  li 
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large  numbers  to  hear  Him,  the  ecribea  and  Pharisees    Lttke  xv.  1-32. 

muvmur  that  He  should  receire  them  and  eat  with  them 

He,  therefoio  utttrs  several  parables  that  of  the  lost 

sheep,  of  the  lo  t  p   cc  of  e  1  or  and  of  the  prod  gal 

son ;  and  to  H  3  d  e   pies  that  of  the  wa  tcful  ■itewa  d       "     ivi.  1-13. 

addiug  admon  t  ons  a„a  nst    ovetou    eas.     Tl  e  Tl  a         "     xvl  11-31. 

sees  deriding  Uim    H     rebukes  Ihem    and  utters   the 

parable  of  the  r   h  man  and  Laza  us     He  add    &a  s  the      "      svii.  1-10. 

disciples  upon  offecoes,  and  fyij,iveneBB,  and  laith. 

The  Pharisee  by  11-110111  the  Lord  was  invited  to  eat 
bread,  is  described  as  "  one  of  the  chief  Pharisees."  This 
may  denote  that  he  was  of  high  social  position,  but  prob- 
ably includes  some  official  distinction,  as  that  he  was  chief 
of  a  synagogue,  or  member  of  tho  Sanhedrim.  His  motive 
in  thus  seeking  the  Lord's  society,  does  not  clearly  appear ; 
and  it  is  possible  that,  unlike  most  of  his  sect,  ho  wislied  to 
show  him  some  mark  of  respect,  perhaps  as  a  prophet,  per- 
haps as  the  Messiah.  Still  the  Lord's  words  (v.  12)  imply 
that  he  made  the  feast  in  a  self-seeking,  ostentatious  spirit, 
and  under  the  pretence  of  hospitality  he  may  have  hidden 
an  evil  design.  It  appears  that  there  were  many  invited, 
and  that  they  were  of  the  richer  and  better  class.  It  was 
customary  for  the  Jews  to  entertMn  their  friends  upon  the 
Sabbath,  although  they  cooked  no  food.  "  The  Jews'  tables 
were  generally  better  spread  on  that  day  than  on  any 
Other.' " 

The  appearance  of  tho  dropsical  man  at  such  a  feast,  it 
is  not  easy  to  explain.  He  could  hardly,  if  severely  ill, 
have  been  invited  as  a  guest ;  and  it  is  said  that  after  the 
Lord  had  "  healed  him  He  let  him  go,"  as  if  he  were  only 
accidentally  present.  Nor  is  it  probable  that  ho  came 
merely  as  a  spectator,  although  eastern  customs  permit 
strangers  to  enter  houses  at  all  hours  with  gi'eat  freedom, 
and  they  are.  often  present  at  feasts  merely  to  look  on. 

1  Lightfoot;   see  Trench,  Mir,  263. 
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Some  have  therefore  supposed  that  he  was  intentionally 
brought  in  by  the  Pharisees,  to  see  if  the  Lord  would  heal 
hirei  on  that  day.'  But  it  is  more  probable  that  he  came  in 
f^ih  to  be  healed,  and  unable,  perhapa,  to  approach  the 
Lord  before  He  entered  into  the  house,  now  forced  himself 
into  the  room  where  He  was.  Had  be  been  a  mere  tool  in 
the  hands  of  the  Pharisees,  it  may  well  be  doubted  whether 
the  Lord  would  have  healed  him. 

McKnight  supposes  the  parable  of  the  great  supper  to 
be  tlie  same  as  that  mentioned  by  Matt,  xxii.  2-14,  and  to 
have  been  spoken  a  second  time  in  the  temple.  But  the 
parables  are  wholly  distinct,  as  a  compaiison  of  the  details 
pljunly  shows. 

As  the  end  of  His  ministry  drew  nigh,  and  the  hostility 
of  His  enemies  became  more  open,  the  Lord's  words  became 
more  and  more  plain  in  showing  how  much  of  self-denial 
was  involved  in  becoming  one  of  Ilis  disciples.  The  same 
remarks  in  substance  He  had  before  made,  (Matt.  x.  37 ;) 
but  He  here  adds  new  illustrations.  He  compares  Himself 
to  a  man  who  wishes  to  build  a  tower,  His  Church ;  and  to  a 
king  who  goes  to  make  war  with  another  king,  with  the 
prince  of  this  world ;  and  they  who  would  aid  Him  in  this 
building,  or  in  this  warfare,  must  be  ready  to  sacrifice  all. 

The  great  concourse  of  publicans  and  sinners  to  Him 
cannot  be  explained  from  any  thing  in  His  language  (xiv. 
25-35)  as  especially  applicable  to  them, nor  as  springingfrom 
their  exclusion  from  the  feast.  It  rather  marks  the  fact 
that,  now  that  His  words  had  become  more  sharp  agdnst 
the  Pharisees,  and  the  breach  between  them  and  Him  more  . 
apparent,  this  class  rallied  around  Him  and  thronged  to 
hear  Him.  Much  to  the  disgust  of  the  Pharisees,  He  did 
not  disdain  even  to  eat  with  them.  Such  an  a«t  they 
deemed  in  the  highest  degree  unbecoming  in  one  who 
claimed  to  be  the  Messiah  ;  and  it  was  also  a  keen  reproof 
I  McKnight,  Ooateriee,  Stier. 
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to  themselves,  T^-ho  bo  scmpuiously  excluded  all  publicans 
and  sinnera  from  their  society. 

It  is  disputed  whether  the  parable  of  the  lost  sheep,  as 
here  given  by  Luke,  ia  the  same  as  that  given  by  Matt, 
xviii.  13,  13.  From  the  relation  in  which  it  stands  to  the 
other  parables  which  Luke  has  recorded,  we  cannot  well 
doubt  that  it  was  spoken  at  the  same  time.  But  such  an 
illustration,  so  natural  and  apt,  may  have  been  used  more 
than  once,  and  been  spoken  earlier  in  Galilee,  as  Matthew 
1  elates.  Perhaps,  both  in  form  and  in  meaning,  some  dis- 
tinction may  be  drawn  between  them. 

The  parables  of  the  lost  sheep,  of  the  lost  piece  of  silver, 
and  of  the  prodigal  son,  seem  to  have  been  all  uttered  at 
once  to  the  Pharisees  .and  scribes,  who  murmured  at  His 
reception  of  pnblicsms  and  sinners.  That  which  immediately 
follows,  of  the  unjust  steward,  was  spoken  to  the  disciples ; 
but  whether  immediately  or  after  a  little  interval,  we  have 
no  data  to  decide. 

It  is  not  easy  to  see  how  the  words  addressed  to  the 
Pharisees  in  v.  18,  respecting  divorce  and  adultery,  are  to  be 
connected  with  the  verses  immediately  preceding;  but  the 
parable  that  follows,  of  the  rich  man  and  Lazarus,  has  plain 
reference  to  that  sect.  Whether  the  words  to  the  disciples 
(xvii,  1-10)  followed  at  once  upon  the  parable,  we  cannot 
determine. 


Jan.— Feb.  783.     a.  d.  30. 

Lazarus,  the  brother  of  Maryand  Martha,  being  sick,  John  i' 
they  send  a  mesBenger  to  the  Lord  in  Perea  to  inform 
Him  of  his  eiekneEs.  After  receiving  the  message  Ho 
abides  still  two  days  ia  the  place  where  He  was.  Tail- 
ing the  disciples  with  Him,  He  then  goes  to  Bothanjand 
raises  Lnznrus  from  the  dead.  Many  of  the  Jews  present 
believed  on  Him,  hut  others  departing  to  Jerusalem  tell 
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what  had  occurred  to  the  Pbariaeea.  A  council  is  sum-  Jons  li.  4T-57. 
moneil,  and  Caiaphaa  the  liigh  priest  adriaea  that  He  bo 
pnt  to  death.  Jesi^  learning  th^,  goes  with  Hia  dis- 
ciples to  a  eity  called  Ephraim,  and  His  enemies  give  a 
commandnieat,  that,  if  any  man  know  where  He  is,  he 
should  show  it,  that  they  might  tal;e  Him. 

At  this  point  in  Luke's  narrative  we  insert  the  aceouut 
given  by  John  of  the  journey  of  Jesus  to  Bethany  to  raise 
Lazarus,  and  of  His  subsequent  departure  to  Ephraim  and 
sojourn  there.  The  Lord  waits  two  days  after  receiving  the 
message  of  the  sisters  ere  He  departs  for  Bethany.  It  is 
not  certain  how  long  after  the  death  of  Lazarus  He  arrived 
there.  It  is  said  (v.  17)  that  "  when  He  came  He  found 
that  he  had  lain  in  the  grave  four  days  already."  We 
may  then  count  as  the  first,  that  on  which  the  message  was 
sent  and  received  ;  the  two  following  days  of  waiting,  and 
on  the  fourth  He  departs  from  Perea  and  arrives  at  Bethany 
If  we  suppose  Lazarus  to  have  died  on  the  same  day  that 
the  message  was  sent,  and  to  have  been  buried  the  same 
day,  as  was  customary,  (see  Acts  v.  6  and  10,)  the  day  of 
the  Lord's  arrival  was  the  fourth  after  the  interment. 
Reckoning  a  part  of  a  day  as  a  whole,  wo  have  thus  the  four 
days.  Lardner '  supposes  that  his  burial  was  the  day  fol- 
lowing his  death.  "If  he  died  on  the  first  day  of  the 
week,  he  was  buried  on  the  second,  and  raised  on  the  fifth. 
He  had  been  dead  four  days  complete,  and  buried  four 
days  incomplete." 

Tholuck  (in  loco)  thinks  it  improbable  that  Jesus  could 
have  made  the  journey  (perhaps  23-29  miles)  in  one  day, 
and  yet  arrive  ia  Bethany  in  season  to  do  all  that  is  re- 
corded of  Him,  He  most  have  spent  parts  of  two  days 
upon  the  road.  He  supposes,  therefore,  that  Lazarus  died 
the  night  following  the  arrival  of  the  messenger  and  was 
buried  the  next  day,  and  that  Jesus  reached  Bethany  the 
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fifth  day.  Tho  first  day  was  ttat  of  the  burial ;  the  second 
and  third  were  spent  in  waiting ;  the  fourth  in  journeying ; 
on  the  fifth  Ho  reaches  Bethany  and  raises  Laiiarus. 

Some  place  the  death  of  Laaarus  on  the  last  of  the  two 
days  of  waiting,  referring  in  proof  to  Christ's  words  vs.  11 
and  14,'  He  had  waited  till  the  death  should  take  place, 
and,  so  soon  as  it  did.  He  announced  it  to  the  disciples,  say- 
ing, "  Lazarus  is  dead,"  Thus  Ho  is  made  to  reach  Beth- 
any on  the. sixth  day.' 

That  the  Lord,  after  He  commenced  this  journey,  went 
directly  to  Bethany,  lies  upon  the  face  of  the  narrative.' 
Yet,  some  suppose  that  much  related  by  the  Synoptists 
finds  hero  its  proper  place.  Krafft  (117)  identifies  the  be- 
ginning of  the  joui-ney  with  Mark  x.  17 :  "  And  when  Ho 
was  gone  forth  uito  the  way,"  &c, ;  and  Mark  x.  32,  Matt. 
KX.  17,  and  Luke  xviii.  31,  with  its  progress.  An  enumer- 
ation of  the  events  which  he  here  brings  together  will 
show  the  great  improbability  of  his  arrangement :  the  dis- 
course upon  the  danger  of  riches,  the  reward  of  the  apos- 
tles, the  third  announcement  of  His  approaching  death,  the 
strife  of  the  apostles  for  supremacy,  the  entrance  into  Jer- 
icho attended  by  crowds,  healing  of  the  blind  men,  inter- 
view with  Zaccheus,  parable  of  the  pounds  ;  all  this  on  the 
way  to  Bethany.  Ebrard  does  not  follow  Kraffi,  yet  sup- 
poses that,  as  He  was  two  or  more  days  on  the  way.  He  may 
have  made  several  circuits.  All  suppositions  of  this  kind 
are  wholly  untenable.  The  Lord  went  to  Bethany  for  a 
special  purpose,  attended  only  by  His  followers,  and  with- 
out publicity.* 

'  Bengel.  KraSt. 

»  See  Greawell,  ii.  513 ;  Ehrard,  453  ;  Slud.  u.  Krit.,  18fl2,  p.  S3. 

a  So  Meyer,  Tisehendorf,  Lieliienstein,  Robmson, 

*  The  amiigenient  of  McKnight  is  extraordinary.  Placing  Bethnar, 
where  He  was  sojourning,  on  the  Jordan  in  northern  Perea,  he  anpposBS  Jc- 
Gua  1o  have  gone  through  Samaria  and  OatiTee,  and  on  the  way  to  have 
healed  the  ten  lepers,  (Lulte  ifU.  11,)  and  (hance  lo  Jerusalem,  and  from 
Jerusalem  to  iicthany  of  Judea. 
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A  very  slight  examination  shows  that  Krafft'a  order 
19  without  basis.  It  is  scarcely  posable  that  the  Lord, 
going  up  to  Bethaay  for  a  special  purpose,  and  this  a  con- 
siderable period  before  the  Passover,  should  have  taken  the 
Twelve,  and  said  unto  them :  "  Behold,  we  go  up  to  Jerusa- 
lem, and  all  things  that  are  written  by  the  prophets  concern- 
ing the  Son  of  man,  shall  be  accomplished,"  (Luke  xviiL  31.) 
Did  the  great  multitude  that  followed  Him  from  Jericho 
go  on  with  Him  to  Bethany  ?  (Matt.  xx.  29.)  It  is  besides 
apparent  that  the  journey  through  Jericho,  made  with  such 
publicity,  had  Jerusalem  as  its  goal,  and  that  there  was  no 
delay,  save  for  a  few  hours  at  Bethany,  prepai-atory  to  the 
triumphai  entry,  (John  xii,  1-12.) 

Bethany  lies  on  the  eastern  slope  of  the  Mount  of  Olives, 
some  fifteen  furlongs  (one  and  a  half  miles)  southeast  from 
Jerusalem.  The  etjTuology  of  the  name  is  uncertain.  Ac- 
cording to  some  it  means  "  a  low  place,"  locus  (lepressionis, 
aa  lying  in  a  littl  e  valley ;  according  to  others,  a  "  house  of 
dates,"  or  "  place  of  palms,"  locus  daott/lorum.'  It  is  not 
mentioned  in  the  Old  Testament.  Its  chief  interest  to  us  is  . 
in  connection  ivith  Lazarus  and  his  two  sisters.  Its  prox- 
imity to  Jerusalem,  and  its  retired  position,  made  it  a  conve- 
nient and  pleasant  resting  place  for  the  Lord  upon  His  jour- 
neys to  and  from  the  feasts,  although  there  is  mention  made 
but  once  of  His  presence  there  (Luke  x.  38-42)  prior  to  the 
resnrrection  of  Lazarus.  It  is  now  a  small  village  of  some 
twenty  houses,  occupied  by  Bedouin  Arabs.  "A  wild 
mountain  hamlet,  screened  by  an  intervening  ridge  from  the 
view  of  the  top  of  Olivet,  perched  on  its  broken  plateau  of 
rock,  the  last  collection  of  human  habitations  before  the 
desert  hills  which  reach  to  Jericho — this  is  the  modern  vili 
lage  of  El-Lazarieh." '  Little  that  is  ancient  is  now  to  be 
found.  A  tradition,  that  dates  tack  to  an  early  period, 
points  out  the  sites  of  the  houses  of  Simon  and  of  Lazarus, 
1  Llghtfoot,  I.  55 ;  Winer,  i.  67.  '  Stanley,  186. 
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and  the  sepulchre  of  the  latter.  "This,"  says  Porter,'  "isa 
deep  vault,  partly  excavated  in  the  roct,  and  partly  lined 
with  masoni-y.  The  entrance  is  low,  and  opens  on  a  long, 
winding,  half  ruinous  staircase,  leading  down  to  a  small 
chamber,  and  from  this  a  few  steps  more  lead  down  to  an- 
other smaller  vault,  in  which  the  body  of  Lazarus  is  sup- 
posed to  have  lain.  This  situation  of  the  tomb  in  the  centre 
of  the  village  scarcely  agrees  with  the  Gospel  narrative,  and 
the  masonry  of  the  interior  has  no  appearance  of  antiquity. 
But  the  real  tomb  could  not  have  been  far  distant."  Thom- 
son says,  (ii.  599  :}  "  By  the  dim  light  of  a  taper  we  de- 
scended very  cautiously  by  twenty-five  slippery  steps  to  the 
reputed  sepulchre  of  Lazarus,  or  El-Azariyeh,  as  both  tomb 
and  village  are  now  called.  But  I  have  no  description  of  it 
to  give,  and  no  questions  about  it  to  ask.  It  is  a  wretched 
concern,  every  way  unsatisfactory,  and  almost  disgusting." 
Robinson  denies  that  the  sepulchre  now  shown  could  have 
been  that  of  Lazarus. 

The  impression  which  the  miracle  of  the  resurrection  of 
Lazarus  made  upon  the  people  at  large,  was  very  great. 
It  was  in  all  its  circumstances  so  public,  and  so  well  authen- 
ticated, that  it  was  impossible  for  the  most  sceptical  to  deny 
it,  even  if  it  did  not  lead  them  to  faith  in  Jesus.  It  is  said 
(vs.  45,  4e,)  "  Then  many  of  the  Jews  which  came  to  Mary, 
believed  on  Him.  But  some  of  them  went  their  ways  to  the 
Pharisees,  and  told  them  what  things  Jesus  had  done," 
From  the  grammatical  construction,  Meyer  infers  that  those 
who  went  to  the  Pharisees  were  of  those  who  believed,  and 
that  they  went  that  they  might  testify  to  them  of  the  mir- 
acle.' As  all  did  not  believe  on  Ilim,  it  is  move  probable 
that  some  of  these  nnbelievers  went  to  the  Pharisees,  and 
that  their  motive  was  evih  The  ecclesiastical  rulers  felt  that 
it  was  now  high  time  that  something  should  he  done,  and 


'  See,  couti-a,  Lutburdt  and  Alfoid  in  loco. 
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thoy  proceed  at  once  to  call  a  council  to  determine  what 
steps  should  be  taken.  Their  deliberations  ended  with  the 
resolve  that  He  should  be  put  to  death.  This  may  be  re- 
garded as  the  decisive  and  final  rejection  of  Jesus  by  the 
Jewish  authorities.  Much  earlier  the  Jews  at  Jerusalem 
had  sought  to  slay  Him  as  a  Sabbath  breater  and  blas- 
phemer, (John  V.  16-18  ;)  the  Pharisees  and  Eerodiana  in 
Galilee  had  taken  counsel  how  they  might  destroy  Him, 
(Mark  iii,  6  ;)  the  Sanhedrim  had  agreed  to  excommunicate 
any  one  who  should  confess  that  He  was  Christ,  (John  ix. 
22 ;)  on  one  occasion  officers  had  been  sent  to  arrest  Him, 
(John  vii.  32 ;)  and  there  was  a  general  impression  that 
IBs  enemies  woidd  not  rest  till  He  was  removed  out  of  the 
way,  (John  vii.  25.)  But  it  does  not  appear  that  to  this 
time  there  had  been  a  determination  of  the  Sanhedrira,  in 
formal  session,  that  He  should  die.  The  miracle  at  Bethany, 
and  its  gi'Cat  popular  efiect,  brought  the  matter  to  a  crisis. 
The  nation,  in  its  highest  council,  preaded  over  by  the 
high  priest,  decided  in  the  most  solemn  manner  that  the 
public  safety  demanded  His  death.  All  that  now  remained 
to  be  done  was  to  determine  how  His  death  could  be  best 
effected. 

It  is  to  be  noticed  how,  in  the  deliberations  of  the  San- 
hedrim, truth  and  justice  were  made  wholly  subservient  to 
selfish  policy.  That  Jesus  had  wrought  a  great  and  won- 
derful miracle  at  Bethany,  was  not  denied.  Indeed  it  was 
admitted,  and  made  the  basis  of  their  action  against  Him: 
"  If  we  let  Hira  thus  alone,  all  will  believe  on  Him,"  But 
on  what  ground  rested  their  fear  that  "  the  Romans  would 
come  and  take  away  both  their  place  and  nation "  ?  It 
seems  plain  that  they  did  not  look  upon  Jesus  as  one  who, 
under  any  circumstances,  would  fulfil  their  Messianic  hopes, 
and  establish  a  victorious  kingdom.  Even  if  all  were  to 
believe  on  Him,  and  He  should  set  up  Himself  as  King, 
He  could  not  resist  the  Romans.     His  undeniable  miracles 
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could  not  authenticate  His  Messiahship,  This  stnlcingly 
shows  how  little  the  impression  made  by  the  character  of 
Jesus,  His  works  and  teachings,  coiTespondcd  to  the  preva- 
lent conceptions  of  the  Messiah,  It  was  to  tho  Pharisees 
impossible  that  He,  the  tea«her,  the  prophet,  should  be- 
come the  leader  of  armies,  the  asscrtor  of  their  national 
rights,  the  warrior  like  David.  They  felt  that  iu  Him  their 
hopes  never  could  be  iulfilled.  His  growing  popularity 
with  the  people,  if  it  led  to  insurrection,  could  only  bring 
upon  them  severer  oppression.  In  this  point  of  view,  it 
was  better  that  He  should  die,  whatever  might  be  His 
miraculous  powers,  than  that  all  through  Him  should 
perish. 

If,  as  the  naiTatlve  plainly  implies,  the  Sanhedrim  held 
its  session  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  knowledge  of  the 
resurrection  of  Lazarus  reached  it,  the  Lord's  departare  to 
Ephraim  could  not  have  been  long  delayed.  He  could 
not  remain  in  Bethany  without  each  hour  patting  His  life 
in  peril.  That  He  went  secretly  to  Ephrium,  appears  from 
the  commandment  given  by  the  chief  priests  and  Pharisees 
that  "  if  any  man  knew  where  He  were,  he  should  show 
it,  that  they  might  take  Him."  Yet  the  Twelve  seem  to 
have  accompanied  Him,  or,  which  is  more  probable,  to  have 
gathered  to  Him  there.  It  is  not  improbable  that  others, 
also,  may  have  resorted  to  Him.  Of  the  city  Ephr^m,  in 
which  He  took  refuge,  little  is  known,  and  different  sites 
have  been  assigned  it.  In  2d  Chronicles  xiii.  19,  mention 
is  made  of  an  Ephraim  in  connection  with  Bethel  and 
Jeshanah,  Josephus'  speaks  of  Ephraim  in  connection 
with  Bethela,  or  Bethel.  It  was  a  small  town  lying  in 
the  mountainous  district  of  Judah,  and  conquered  by 
Vespasian.  Eusebiua  mentions  an  Ephraim  as  lying  eight 
Eoman  miles  north  of  Jerusalem,     Jerome,"  who  mentions 

1  War,  4.  9.  9.  »  Raumer,  ITl. 
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the  Baine  place,  puts  it  at  twenty  miles.  Liglitfoot  iden- 
tifies the  Ephraim  of  Chronicles,  of  Josephus,  and  of  the 
text.'  That  the  Ephron  of  Ensehius  and  Jerome  is  the 
same  plaee,  can  scarcely  be  questioned;  and  their  conflicting 
statements  as  to  its  distance  from  Jerusalem  may  be  ex- 
plained, as  Rotinson  does,  by  the  supposition  that  the  lat- 
ter corrects  the  fonner.  Wieseler  maintains  that  Euse- 
bius  is  right.  Proceeding  upon  these  data,  Eobinson  thinks 
that  he  finds  the  site  of  Ephraim  in  the  modem  Tscyibeh, 
which  is  situated  about  twenty  Roman  mites  northeast  of 
Jerusalem,  and  some  five  or  six  miles  northeast  of  Bethel, 
upon  a  lofty  hill,  overlooking  all  the  valleys  of  the  Jordan. 
This  identification  is  accepted  by  many.'  Ebrard,  however, 
denies  that  the  Ephraim  of  Josepbus  can  be  identified  with 
that  of  the  Evangelist,  and  places  the  latter  southeast  from 
Jerusalem ;  because  that  Jesus,  on  Hia  way  from  it  to  Jeru- 
salem, passed  through  Jei-icho.  Sepp  places  it  in  the  land 
of  Gilead ;  Luthardt  regards  its  position  as  doubtful. 


Feb.— March,  V83.     A.  D.  30. 

In  Ephraim  the  Lord  ubidca  wiiU  tlie  disciples  till    John  li,  6t-ET. 
the  approach  of  the  Fassovei-.   A  little  before  the  feast, 
man;  went  up  out  of  the  countrj  to  Jerusalem,  to 
perform  the  necessary  purifications,  and  there  was 
much  discussion  aa  to  the  probability  of  His  presence. 
He  leaves  Ephraim,  and  b^ins  His  journey  toward  Je- 
rusalem, passing  along  the  border  line  of  Samaria  and 
Galilee.    Upon   the  way  He  meets   and    heals  ten    LtrsB  xrii.  11-19 
lepers.     Being  asked  by  the  Pharisees  when  the  king-    Luke  ivii.  20-87 
dom  of  God  should  eomo,  Ho  replies,  and  adds  the 
parable  of  the  unjust  judge.    To  certain  self-righteous    LnKB  sTJii.  1-14. 
persons  Ho  spako  the  parable  of  the  Pharisee  and 
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publican.    He  replies  to  the  qneation  of  tie  Phariseee  Matt,  six.  3-13. 

respecting  divorce.    Little  ebildrea  are  brought  hi  MiJEK  x.  2-1 2. 

Him,  whom  He  blesses,  is  He  is  journeying,  aj-oung  Matt.  lix.  13-15. 

man  follows  Him,  to  know  how  he  may  inherit  etec-  Mirk  v  13-16. 

□al  life.     Jesua  bids   him  sell  all  that  he  has,  and  Luke  xviii.  lG-30. 

follow  Him,  end  proceeds  to  addreas  the  diaciplM  Matt,  xix,  18-30. 

upon  the  dangers  incident  to  riehep.    In  answer  to  Mark  i.  11-81, 
PeWr,  He  apeaka  of  the  rewards  that  should  be  given 
tlio  Twelve,  and  to  all  ftithful  disciple.     He  addg  the 

parable  of  the  laborers  in  the  vineyard.  Matt.  sx.  1-1 B. 

Supposing  the  Lord  to  have  gone  to  Bethany,  beyond 
Jordaji,  immediately  after  the  feast  of  Dedication,  or  in 
the  latter  part  of  December,  and  that  He  remained  there 
several  weeks  befoi'e  He  heai'd  that  Lazarus  was  sick,  we 
may  put  His  departure  to  Ephraim  in  the  latter  part  of 
February,  or  early  in  March.  Here  He  continued  till  the 
Passover,  which  fell  this  year  on  the  seventh  of  April.  He 
was  thus  at  Ephraira  about  six  weeks.  How  was  this  time 
spent  ?  It  is  said  by  some,'  that  He  may  have  made  ex- 
cursions to  the  neighboring  villages,  or  even  to  the  Jordan 
valley.  But,  as  His  object  in  seeking  this  secluded  spot  on 
the  edge  of  the  wilderness,  was  to  avoid  the  observation 
of  His  enemies,  till  the  appointed  hour  had  come,  how  could 
He  go  about  the  countiy,  teaching  and  preaching  ?  The 
place  of  His  retreat  mast  thus  have  come  very  speedily  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  Pharisees.  How  little  the  people  at 
lai'ge  knew  where  He  was,  appears  from  the  fact  that  those 
who  went  up  early  to  the  feast,  sought  Him  at  Jerusalem. 
Besides  the  position  of  Ephrsum,  though  well  fitted  for  seclu- 
sion, was  not  so  for  teaching.  We  conclude,  then,  as  the 
narrative  plainly  implies,  that  He  was  spending  the  few  days 
that  remsuned  to  Him,  not  amidst  crowds,  nor  renewing  in 
some  scattered  villages  the  labors  of  His  early  ministry  ;  but 
in  the  society  of  His  disciples,  teaching  them  such  truths 
as  they  could  receive,  and  preparing  them  for  their  labors, 
'  So  Robinson,  Har.  201. 
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after  He  sIiouM  Himself  lie  taken  from  them.  Doubtless, 
also,  this  period  gave  Him  many  opportunities  of  solitary 
communion  with  His  Father. 

The  fact  that  He  had  been  present  at  the  last  two  feasts 
in  Jerusalem,  led  the  people  to  expect  that  Jesus  would 
also  be  present  at  the  Passover,  But,  on  the  other  band, 
as  He  had  withdrawn  fi-om  public  observation,  and  as  the 
Jews  had  endeavored  to  learn  the  place  of  His  concealment 
in  order  to  arrest  Him,  it  was  doubtfui  whether  He  would 
dare  to  come  and  brave  their  enmity.  That  many  should 
assemble  before  the  feast,  was  made  necessary  by  the  laws 
respecting  purification.' 

Identifying  Ephraim  with  the  modem  Taiyibch,  the  dis- 
tance to  the  border  line  of  Galilee  and  Samaria  was  not 
great.  If  He  left  the  former  early  in  the  morning,  He  may 
have  reached  the  latter  in  the  afternoon.  That  He  was 
accompanied  by  others  than  the  Twelve,  appears  from  the 
statement  (Matt.  xx.  17)  that  "He  toot  them  apart  in  the 
way  ; "  and  from  the  mention  of  Salome,  {v.  20.)  As  the 
time  for  concealment  was  now  past,  and  it  was  His  purpose 
to  enter  Jerusalem  with  all  publicity,  it  is  probable  that  He 
directed  His  course  to  the  Jordan  with  a  view  to  meet  the 
pilgrims  from  Galilee,  who  took  this  way  to  the  fpast.  So 
soon  as  He  came  into  the  valley  of  the  Jordan,  He  would 
meet  the  larger  processions  that  came  from  the  neighbor- 
hood of  the  Sea  of  Galilee,  by  the  road  down  the  west  bank 
of  the  river ;  and  in  the  neighborhood  of  Jericho  would 
meet  those  who  crossed  the  ford  from  the  eastern  side. 
What  multitudes  attended  the  feasts,  especially  this  feast, 
appears  from  Josephus.'  From  actual  count,  it  appears  that 
at  a  given  Passover  256,500  paschal  lambs  were  slain ;  and, 
allowing  ten  persons  to  each  lamb,  which  was  the  smallest 
allowable  number,  the  pai-tlcipants  amounted  to  2,565,000 
'  See  Numbers  ii.  10,  and  AinBWorth'a  note ;  S  Chron.  iii.  1?. 
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persons.  Admitting  tliat  this  number  is  greatly  exagger- 
ated, there  is  no  question  that  immense  multitudea  were 
always  present ;  and  all  the  roads  leading  to  Jerusalem,  for 
several  days  before  and  after  the  feasts,  were  thronged  with 
passengers. 

As  to  the  name  or  position  of  the  village  where  the  ten 
lepers  met  Him,  we  know  nothing  more  than  that  it  was  on 
the  border  of  Samai-ia.  It  would  seem,  from  the  gathering 
together  of  so  many  lepers  in  one  place,  that  the  Lord's 
journey  was  widely  known,  The  title  by  which  they  ad- 
dress ilim,  "  Jesus,  Master,"  indicates  faith  in  Him  as  a 
prophet  rather  than  as  Mesaah. 

When  or  where  the  question  of  the  Pharisees  (v.  20) 
respecting  the  coming  of  the  kingdom  of  God,  was 
addressed  to  Him,  we  have  no  data  to  determine.  The 
point  of  the  question  concerns  the  time :  When  wilt 
thou,  announcing  thyself  as  the  Messiah,  visibly  set  up 
thy  kingdom?  'Probably  it  was  asked  in  mockery;  but, 
if  honestly  meant,  it  could  not  be  answered  as  a  matter  of 
mere  chronology.  His  words  that  follow,  to  the  disciples, 
(vs.  22-37,)  contain  many  expressions  almost  identical  with 
those  afterward  employed  by  Him  in  His  discourses  re- 
specting the  destruction  of  Jerusalem,  (Matt.  24,)  giving 
some  reason  to  believe  that  they  are  here  recorded  out  of 
their  order. 

The  parable  of  the  unjust  judge  stands  in  obvious  con- 
nection with  the  discourse  immediately  preceding;  bat 
that  of  the  publican  and  Pharisee  may  have  been  spoken 
later. 

The  question  concerning  divorce  is  found  both  in  Mat- 
thew and  Mark,  and  is  the  first  event  related  by  them  in 
theh'  account  of  the  last  journey  from  Galilee  to  Judea, 
Whether  it  should  be  inserted  here,  or  took  place  earlier, 
we  have  no  data  to  determine.  Being  mentioned,  however, 
by  them  both  just  before  the  incident  of  the  blessing  of  the 


icioy  Google 


JESUS   ON  THE  WAT   TO  JEKUSALEM.  389 

children,  which  Lute  also  mentions,  this  seems  the  most 
fitting  pla<!e.  Perhaps  this  question  may  refer  to  the  dis- 
putes of  the  Jewish  schools,  one  of  which  permitted  divorces 
for  many  causes,  even  very  slight  ones  ;  the  other  only  for 
adultery.^ 

All  the  Synoptists  mention  the  blessing  of  the  children. 
It  is  plain  that  their  parents  were  those  who  honored  the 
Lord,  and  valued  His  blessing.  Perhaps  it  may  point  to 
His  near  departure  from  this  scene  of  labor.'  The  demand 
of  Jesus  upon  the  young  ruler  to  sell  all  that  he  had  and 
give  to  the  poor,  waa  something  unexpected.  Such  a  de- 
mand waa  totally  at  variance  with  the  popular  conceptions 
of  the  Messianic  kingdom,  in  which  all  Jews  confidently  be- 
lieved that  every  form  of  temporal  blessing  would  abound. 
The  question  of  Peter  indicates  how  much  his  thonghts 
were  engrossed  with  the  rewards  and  honors  of  that  king- 
dom, which  all  now  thought  to  he  near  at  hand. 


Maech,  783.     A.  D.  30. 

Upon  flie  way  to  Jerusalem,  the  disciples  were    ITiEK  x.  32-34. 
amazed  and  filled  with  fear,  beholding  Jesus  going    Mj-TT,  sk.  11-19. 
before  them.    He  announoea  to  the  Twelve  privately    Lbke  kyUL  31-34. 
Uia  approaching  death  and  resurrection,  but  Hia  words 
were  not  understood.    Afterward  James  and  John,     Matt.  xx.  20-23. 
with  their  mother  Salome,  come  to  Him,  asking  for    Mark  x.  33-46. 
the  seats  of  honor  In  Hia  kingdom.     He  denies  their 
request.    The  jealousy  of  the  other  apostles. 

Upon  the  way,  and  probably  soon  after  reaching  the 
valley  of  the  Jordan,  He  took  the  Twelve  apart,  and  an- 
nounced to  them,  for  the  third  time,  His  approaching  death, 
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but  with  greater  particularity  tbau  before.  He  now  speaks 
of  the  mode  of  His  death :  that  it  must  be  by  crucifixton ; 
that  He  should  be  delivered  into  the  hands  of  the  Gentiles, 
ajid  by  them  be  mocked  and  seourged,  Tliat  this  announce- 
ment was  made  early  in  the  journey,  apjieara  from  the  use 
of  the  present  tense  :  "Behold  we  go  np  to  Jerusalem."  ' 
Mark  adds,  "  And  Jesus  went  before  them ;  and  they  were 
amazed ;  and  as  they  followed  they  were  afrdd.'.'  As  this 
amaaement  and  fear  were  previous  to  Hia  informing  them 
what  was  about  to  befall  Him,  it  indicates  that  there  waa 
something  unusual  in  His  manner,  something  that  awed  and 
appalled  them.'  Luke  informs  ks  that,  notwithstanding  the 
Lord's  words  were  so  plain  and  express,  "  they  understood 
none  of  these  things,  and  this  saying  was  hid  from  them, 
neither  knew  they  the  things  which  were  spoken."  An 
undefined  sense  that  some  great  and  awful  event  was  im- 
pending, seems  for  a  little  while  to  havo  Lad  possession  ot 
their  minds  ;  but,  even  now,  of  its  real  nature  they  had  no 
just  conceptions.  They  knew  why  He  had  aoHght  refuge 
in  Ephraim,  and  that  to  go  to  Jerusalem  was  to  expose 
Himself  to  the  malice  of  the  Pharisees,  (John  xi.  8  and  16,) 
and  momentary  doubts  of  the  result  troubled  and  depressed 
them,  Tet,  on  the  other  hand,  they  had  seen  so  many 
proofs  of 'His  mighty  power  in  Galileo,  and  the  resurrection 
of  Lazarus  was  so  fresh  in  their  memories,  that  they  could 
not  believe  that  His  life  could  be  taken  by  violence,  or 
against  His  will.  That  He  should  voluntarily  yield  Him- 
self up  as  a  victim,  was  wholly  inconceivable ,  and  His 
plainest  words  could  not  change  their  long  preconceived 
and  deeply-rooted  opinions  as  to  the  nature  of  the  Mes- 
sianic kingdom.    All  His  predictions  respecting  His  suffer- 

'  See  Licttenstein,  370. 

'  Meyer,  following  a  different  rending,  mafceB  two  parties :  some  wlio  ra- 
inaiued  behind  ia  their  amazemeDt,  ond  others  tvho  followed  Qim,  but  with 
feai.    Ihe  received  tuit  ia  followed  bj  Tisctieudocf  and  Alford. 
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ings  and  death,  thougli  explicit  in  the  letter,  they  so  inter- 
preted as  to  harmonize  with  a  victory  over  all  His  enemies, 
and  a  triumphant  reign. 

A  striking  commentary  upon  Lulce'a  statement,  that  the 
disciples  understood  none  of  the  Lord's  words,  is  found  in 
the  request  of  Salome,  that  her  two  sons,  James  and  John, 
might  fill  the  highest  places  in  His  kingdom.  It  has  al- 
ready been  noted,  that  the  sending  out  of  the  Seventy,  and 
the  peculiar  character  of  this  journey  to  Jerusalem,  had 
awakened  very  strong  expectations  that  the  day  was  very 
near  when  He  would  openly  and  successfully  assert  His 
claims  to  the  throne  of  His  father  David.  Perhaps  Salome 
and  her  sons  may  have  had  in  mind  ITis  promise,  spoken 
several  months  earlier,  (Matt.  xix.  28,)  that  the  twelve 
apostloa  should  sit  in  the  regeneration  on  twelve  thrones, 
judging  the  twelve  tribes  of  Israel ;  and  believed  that  the 
time  for  its  fulfilment  was  near.  The  request  was  made  by 
her  in  person,  but  her  sons  wore  also  present,  and  the 
Lord's  reply  was  addressed  to  them.  Probably  it  was 
made  some  few  hours  after  He  had  spoken  to  the  Twelve 
of  His  sufferings  and  death ;  perhaps  when  they  were  draw- 
ing near  to  Jericho,  and  had  already  been  joined  by  troops 
of  the  pilgrims  on  their  way  to  the  feast.  The  excitement 
of  the  occasion,  the  tumult  of  the  multitude,  and  the  joy 
and  honor  with  which  the  Lord  was  greeted,  would  natu- 
rally drive  from  their  minds  the  sombre  impression  of  the 
earlier  part  of  the  journey.  What  the  expectations  of 
most  of  those  who  accompanied  Him  were,  clearly  appears 
from  Luke's  words,  {xix.  11:)  "They  thought  that  the 
kingdom  of  God  should  immediately  appear."  Under 
these  circumstances,  it  was  not  strange  that  Salome  and 
her  sons  should  present  their  request. 
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Makch,  783.     A.  r.  30, 

As  in  oompimy  with  the  crowd  of  pilgrims  He  ap-    Lokb  iviii.  85-43. 
prottchea  Jericho,  two  blind  men,  attjng  by  tlie  way    Min.  ss.  29-34. 
side  begging,  address  Him  as  the  Sou  of  Darid,  be-    MiBic  x.  46-02. 
seeching  Him  to  lestore  their  ^ght.    He  heals  them, 
am!  thty  follow  Him.    Entering  Jericho,  He  meofa    Luke  xlx.  1-10. 
Zaccheua,  and  goes  to  Ilia  house,  where  He  remains 
during  the  night.     In  the  moiiiing,  when  about  to  de- 
part, He  speaks  to  the   people   the  parable  of  tlie    Ll'ke  lis.  11-28. 
pounds.      He    leaves  Jericho,   and    the    same   day 
reaches  Bethany,  near  Jerusalem. 

The  accotint  of  the  healing  of  the  blind  men  is  differently 
related  by  the  Synoptists,  both  as  to  the  place  and  the 
number  of  persons.  Matthew  and  Mark  make  it  to  have 
taken  place  as  Jesus  was  leaving  Jericho ;  Luke,  as  He  was 
entering  it.  Matthew  mentions  two  blind  men ;  Mark  and 
Luke  mention  but  one.  Of  these  discrepancies  there  are 
several  solutions : 

Is;. — That  three  blind  men  were  healed ;  one  mentioned 
by  Luke,  as  He  approached  the  city ;  two  mentioned  by 
Matthew,  (Mark  speaks  only  of  one,)  as  He  was  leaving  the 
city,'     Some,  as  Osiander,  make  four  to  have  been  healed. 

2d. — That  the  cases  of  healing  were  two,  and  distinct ; 
one  being  on  Hie  entry  into  the  city,  the  other  on  Hia  de- 
parture.' According  to  this  solution,  Matthew  combines  the 
two  in  one,  and  deeming  the  exact  time  and  pla«e  unim- 
portant, represents  thetn  as  both  oceumng  at  the  departure 
of  the  Lord  from  the  city. 

3(?. — That  two  were  healed,  and  both  at  His  entry ;  but 

I  Kitta,  AugGStine,  Morrison. 

'  Lightfijot,  Ehrard,  Kraffl,Tiac!iendqrf,  Wicseler,Ore3well,Buchcr,Lei, 
Neander, 
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one  being  better  known  than  the  other,  he  only  is  men- 
tioned by  Mark  and  Luke.' 

Mh. — That  one  of  the  blind  men  sought  to  be  healed 
as  the  Lord  approached  the  city,  but  was  not ;  that  the 
next  morning,  joining  himself  to  another,  they  waited  for 
Him  by  the  gate,  as  He  was  leaving  the  city,  and  were 
both  healed  together.  Luke,  in  order  to  preserve  the  unity 
of  his  narrative,  relates  the  healing  of  the  former,  as  if  it 
had  taken  place  on  the  afternoon  of  the  entry,' 

5th. — That  only  one  was  healed,  and  ho  when  the  Lord 
left  the  city.  Matthew,  aocordiog  to  his  custom,  uses  the 
plural  where  the  other  Evaogeliats  use  the  singular.' 

6(/i. — ^That  Lake's  variance  with  Matthew  and  Mark,  in 
regard  to  place,  may  be  removed  by  interpreting  (xviii.  35) 
"  as  He  was  come  nigb  to  Jericho,"  cv  ri^  (.yyd,tiv  auroi'  eis 
I«pLx<ii,  in  the  general  senso  of  being  near  to  Jericho,  but 
without  defining  whether  Ho  was  approaching  to  it,  or  de- 
parting from  it.  Its  moaning  hero  is  determined  by  Mat- 
thew and  Mark  :  He  was  leaving  the  city,  but  still  near  to 
it.  Luke,  like  Mark,  mentions  only  the  more  prominent 
person  healed.' 

Other  solutions  of  the  discrepancy  in  regard  to  place, 
have  been  given,  as  fey  Newcome,'  that  Jesus  spent  several 
days  at  Jericho,  that  Ho  went  out  of  the  city,  as  mentioned 
by  Matthew  and  Mark,  for  a  temporary  purpose,  and  that 
on  His  return  He  healed  the  blind  men ;  by  McKnight," 
that  there  were  two  Jerichoa,  old  and  new ;  and  the  blind 
men,  sitting  on  the  road  between  them,  were  healed  as  the 
Lord  was  departing  from  one  and  entering  the  other  ;  by 

'  Doddridge  in  loco.    Nowoomc,  Lichtenstein,  Fpiedlleb. 

'  Beagel,  Stior,  Trench,  Ellicott.  See  a  inodiEcation  of  this  Tiew  in 
McKnight,  and  another  in  Lange  on  MatL  xs,  30. 

I  Oo3tarzec  on  Lnke ;  Da  Costa. 

'  Grotius  on  Matt.  ii.  SO ;  Clericus,  Diss,  li.,  Canon  vi. ;  Pilkiugton,  cited 
in  Townaend  i.  SS ;  Robinson,  JarTis,  Owen. 

•  Bar.,  273.  '  Har.,  ii.  S3. 

IV* 
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Paulus,  {iii.  44,)  that  there  was  a  multitude  of  pilgrims  with 
Jesus,  and  that  the  front  ranks  of  the  procession  were  leav- 
ing the  city  as  He  was  entering  it. 

Olshansen  and  Eiggenbach  decline  to  attempt  to  har- 
monize the  accounts,  regarding  the  diCcrencGS  as  unimpor- 
tant. Meyer  and  De  Wette  suppose  the  Evangelists  to 
have  followed  different  traditions,  and  find  the  discrepancies 
invincible.  With  them  Alford  agrees  in  substance ;  "  The 
only  fair  account  of  such  differences  is,  that  they  existed  in 
sources  from  which  each  Evangelist  took  his  narrative." 
The  suppoation  that  two  were  healed  separately,  or  that 
there  were  two  distinct  miracles  combined  by  Matthew  in 
one,  he  charaotevizes  as  "  perfectly  monstrous ;  and  would 
at  once  destroy  the  credit  of  Matthew  as  a  truthful  re- 
lator." Norton  (ii.  302)  observe  :  "  The  difference  in  the 
accounts  of  the  Evangelists  is  entirely  unimportant,  except 
as  serving  to  show  that  they  are  independent  historians ; 
and  it  is  idle  to  try  to  make  them  agree  by  the  forced  sup- 
positions, to  which  some  commentators  have  resorted." 
It  is  moat  probable  that  two  were  healed,  though  one  only 
is  mentioned  by  Mark  and  Luke. 

None  of  the  Evangelists  state  at  what  time  of  the  day 
Jesus  reached  Jericho,  but  it  was  probably  in  the  after- 
noon. The  distance  to  Jerusalem,  and  the  nature  of  the 
country  through  which  the  road  passed,  may  have  made  it 
difficult  or  impossible  to  go  on  to  Bethany  that  night,  and 
there  was  no  intervening  village  where  they  could  encamp. 
That  Jesus  did  spend  the  night  at  Jericho,  appears  from 
His  words  to  Zaccheus,  {Luke  xix,  5,)  "To-day  I  must 
abide  at  thy  house ; "  and  from  the  murmurings  of  the  peo- 
ple, (v.  V,)  "That  lie  was  gone  to  be  a  guest,  {KaraXvirai,) 
with  a  man  that  is  a  sinner." '  This  visit  of  the  Lord  to  the 
house  of  a  publican,  although  a  chief  among  his  class,  and 

£.12;  so  Me;er,  Alibrd,  Ores- 
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rich,  did  not  escape  strong  animadvereton.  It  was  regarded 
by  the  people  at  large,  and  perhaps  also  by  some  of  His 
own  disciples,  as  an  avt  itinvorthy  of  Hia  high  claims.  In 
popular  estimation,  publicans,  whose  calling  so  odiously  re- 
minded them  of  Roman  domination,  were  no  fit  hosts  for 
lEm  whom  they  fondly  believed  to  be  now  on  His  way  to 
Jenisalem  to  proclaim  Ilimself  the  ting.  The  conversation 
between  the  Lord  and  Zaccheus  (vs.  8-10)  apparently  took 
place  in  the  court  of  his  house,  or  near  the  entrance,  where 
the  crowd  had  followed,  Olshausen  supposes  it  to  have 
been  on  the  morning  of  His  departure,  but  there  is  no  good 
ground  for  this.  It  ia  not  certain  where  the  parable  of  the 
nobleman  (vs.  11-27)  was  spoken,  but  it  would  seem  from 
the  connection  that  He  was  still  standing  by  the  door  of 
Zaccheus'  house.'  Some,  who  suppose  that  He  merely 
passed  a  few  hours  with  Zaccheus,  and  then  journeyed  on 
toward  Bethany  the  same  day,  make  all  from  vs.  8-2"?  to 
have  been  spoken  at  His  departure.'  Wo  need  not,  how- 
ever, understand  v.  23  as  meaning  that,  immediately  after 
Ho  had  uttered  the  parable.  He  went  up  to  Jerusalem. 

Of  Zaccheus  little  more  is  known  than  is  here  related. 
He  was  not,  as  some  have  said,  a  heathen ;  but,  as  appears 
both  from  his  name  and  from  v.  9,  of  Jewish  descent,'  He 
was  a  chief  publican,  or  head  collector  of  the  taxes,  having 
the  other  publicans  of  that  region  under  him.  Jericho  was 
rich  in  balsams,  and  therefore  much  toll  was  collected  here. 
According  to  tradition,  Zaccheus  became  bishop  of  Csesa- 
rea.  A  tower,  standing  in  the  modem  village  of  Riha,  ia 
still  shown  as  the  "  house  of  Zaccheus," 

■  So  Meyor,  Lichtenstcin. 
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Friday,  31st  March — Saturday,  1st  April. 

Arriving  at  Bethany,  He  abides  there  for  the  night.    John  xii.  1-9. 
The  next  day  He  sups  with  Simon,  a  leper, — Lazarus,    Matt.  sivi.  6-13. 
Martha,  and  Macyb^ing  present.    Here  He  is  anointed    Mike  iiv.  3-9. 
by  Mary,  while  Judaa  and  others  are  angry  at  so  great 
waste.    At  oven,  many  come  out  of  Jerusalem  to  see 
Him  and  Laaarua.    The  ruleia  in  the  city  tearing  this,    John  xii.  10,  11. 
consult  how  they  naaj  put  Lazarna  also  to  death. 

The  date  of  the  arrival  at  Bethany  is  to  be  determined 
from  the  statement  of  John,  (xii.  1,)  that  He  came  "  six  days 
before  the  Passover."  But  how  shall  these  six  days  be 
reckoned  ?  Shall  both  extremes,  the  day  of  His  arrival  and 
the  Passover,  be  included,  or  both  exclucled?  or  one  incln- 
ded  and  one  excluded  ?  The  latter  mode  of  computation 
is  more  generally  received.  Adopting  this  mode,  wo  reckon 
from  the  Passover  exclusive  to  the  day  of  arrival  inclusive. 
But  here  a  new  question  meets  us.  What  day  shall  be 
reckoned  as  the  Passover,  the  14th  or  15tb  Nisan?    The 
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language  of  Moses  la  express,  (Levit,  xxiii.  5,)  "In  the 
fourteenth  day  of  the  first  month  at  evcu  ia  the  Lord's 
Passover,"  Counting  backward  from  the  fourteenth  and 
excludmg  it,  the  sixth  day,  or  the  day  of  the  arrival  at  Beth- 
any, was  the  8th  Nisan.'  What  day  of  the  week  was  this  ? 
If  the  fourteenth  fell  on  Thursday,  the  eighth  was  on  Fri- 
day preceding  ;  if  on  Friday,  the  eighth  was  on  Saturday, 
or  the  Jewish  Sabbath. 

Owing  to  these  differences  in  the  modes  of  computation, 
very  different  results  are  reached  by  hai-monists.  Robin- 
son, including  both  extremes,  and  counting  from  the  four- 
teenth, or  Thursday,  makes  Him  to  have  arrived  on  Satur- 
day the  ninth.  Strong,  computing  the  same  way,  but 
making  the  fourteenth  to  fall  on  Pi-iday,  makes  the  arrival 
on  Sunday  the  tenth.  Greswell,  including  one  extreme, 
and  placing  the  Passover  on  Friday,  makes  it  to  have  been 
on  Saturday.  Luthardt,  counting  Thursday  the  15th  as 
the  Passover,  makes  it  to  have  been  on  Sunday.  Most, 
however,  making  the  fourteenth  Thursday,  place  it  on  Fri- 
day the  eighth.'  And  this  seems,  on  other  grounds,  the 
most  likely.  That  Jesus  would,  without  necessity,  travel 
on  the  Sahhath,  wo  cannot  suppose  j  much  less  that  He 
would  go  on  that  day  from  Jericho  to  Bethany,  a  distance 
of  twelve  or  fifteen  miles.'  Some,  as  Robinson,  suppose 
that  He  went  on  that  day  only  a  Sabbath  day's  journey; 
but  that  He  should  have  come  on  Friday  so  near,  and  then 
have  encamped,  to  finish  the  journey  after  sunset  of  the 
Sabbath,  is  "not  probable.  The  supposition  of  Greswell, 
that  He  spent  that  night  at  the  house  of  Zaccheui,  who 
lived  between  Jericho  and  Bethany,  and  went  on  to  Beth- 
any the  next  day,  is  wholly  without  proof,  and,  besides, 
does  not  meet  the  difficulty.    We  infer  that  He  did  journey 

'  So  Meyer,  Alford, 

'  Piicdlicb,  Buolicr,  Wieseler,  Liohtenstein,  Tholuck. 

'  Wieseler,  378. 
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directly  from  Jericho  to  Bethany  •  first,  from  the  fact  that 
the  whole  intervening  country  is  a  wilderness,  without  city 
or  village,  where  no  one  would,  without  necessity,  spend 
the  night ;  second,  that  He  was  with  the  crowd  of  pilgrims, 
whose  course  was  direct  to  Jerusalem,  and  wlio  would  nat- 
urally so  arrange  their  movements  as  to  roach  it  before  the 
Sahbath. 

"We  can  easily  underatand  why  the  Lord  should  desire 
to  stop  at  Bethany  rather  than  go  on  to  the  city.  Here 
He  found  repose  and  peace  in  a  household,  whose  members 
were  bound  to  Him  by  the  strongest  ties ;  and  here,  in  se- 
clusion and  quiet,  He  could  prepare  Himself  for  the  trials 
and  anguish  of  the  coming  week  ;  and  here  continued  to  be 
His  home  till  His  arrest. 

The  distance  from  Jericho  to  Jerusalem  is,  according  to 
JosGphus,"  a  hundred  and  fifty  furlongs ;  and  from  the  Jor- 
dan lo  Jericho,  sixty.  Poiter  estimates  the  former  at  five 
and  a  half  hours,  and  the  latter  at  two  hours.  From  Jeri- 
cho to  Bethany  is  about  fifteen  miles ;  and  all  travellers 
agree  in  describing  the  way  as  most  difficult  and  dreary. 

It  is  much  disputed  when  the  supper  was  made  for 
the  Lord.  John  merely  says :  "  Then  Jesus,  six  days  be- 
fore the  Passover,  came  to  Bethany — there  they  made  Him 
a  supper."  This  does  not  dctermino  whether  the  supper 
was  upon  the  day  of  His  arrival,  or  the  next,  or  oven  later ; 
still  the  more  obvious  interpretation  is,  that  it  was  that  day 
or  the  next.  Ho  also  gives  us  another  note  of  time,  in  v. 
12  :  "  On  thenext  day  much  people. ..took  branches  of  pdm 
trees,"  &c.  But  to  what  is  this  "  next  day  "  related ;  to 
the  events  immediately  preceding  (vs.  9, 10)  the  visit  of 
many  of  the  Jews  to  Bethany,  and  the  consultation  of  the 
chief  priests,  or  to  the  day  of  His  arrival  at  Bethany?  If  to 
the  latter,  as  by  Meyer,  the  supper  must  have  been  in  the 
evening  of  the  day  of  Hia  arrival ;  if  to  the  former,  as  by 
•  War,  i.  3.  S. 
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Friedlieb,  it  ia  left  undetermitied,  Tlioso  who  put  His  arrival 
at  Bethany  on  Saturday,  or  Sunday,  put  the  sapper  on  the 
evening  of  tbe  same  day ;  but  most  of  those  who  put  the  ar- 
rival on  Friday,  put  the  supper  on  the  following  evening,  or 
the  evening  of  the  Sabbath.  And  this  seems  moat  prob- 
able ;  for  the  language,  "  there  they  made  Him  a  snpper," 
implies  that  it  was  a  feast  given  specially  ia  His  honor,  and 
not  an  ordinary  repast.^  The  presence  of  the  Jews  from 
Jerusalem,  at  Bethany,  ia  thus,  too,  most  easily  explained ; 
the  Bojoam  of  Jeaus  over  the  Sabbath  giving  ample  time 
for  His  arrival  to  become  known,  and  for  all  who  wished  to 
visit  Him. 

That  the  supper  mentioned  by  Matthew  (xxvi,  6-13) 
and  Mark,  (xiv.  3-9,)  ia  identical  with  this  of  John,  has 
been  questioned,  but  withoat  good  grounds,'  But  if  iden- 
tical, why  do  the  former  place  it  in  ench  direct  relation  to 
that  assembling  of  the  chief  priests  which  took  place  two 
days  before  the  Passover  f  From  this  relation  many  have 
infen-ed  that  Matthew  and  Mark  narrate  it  in  chronological 
order,  and  that  John  mentions  it  hy  anticipation."  If  so,  it 
■was  upon  the  evening  following  Tuesday.  But  the  argu- 
ments for  this  order,  are  not  convincing,  A  close  exami- 
nation of  Matt,  xitvi.  and  Mark  xiv.,  shows  us  that  the  ac- 
count of  the  supper  is  brought  in  parenthetically.  Two 
days  before  the  feast  of  the  Passover,  the  chief  priests  and 
elders  hold  a  council  at  the  palace  of  Caiaphas,  the  high 
priest,  and  consult  how  they  may  kill  Jesus.  They  dare 
not  arrest  Him  openly,  and  with  violence,  but  will  do  it  by 
subtlety ;  yet,  even  this  they  fear  to  do  during  the  feast. 
The  result  of  their  consultation  thus  was,  that  the  arrest 
I  till  the  feast  was  past.    But  the  Lord  had 

feasts  upon  the  Sabbath,  see  Luke  liv.  ]  ;  Wioer,  ii.  «  and  SiS, 
fool,  CIcricua,  A.  CJorke.  UlcKniglit,  WbUky,  make  them  distinct 
1.  Michwlis  ia  Toixosend,  part  V.  note  ST. 
0133,  Newcome,  Robinson,  Da  Costn,  Wicbelaus,  Owen. 
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declared,  that  after  two  days  was  the  PassoTcr,  and  tlien 
He  sliould  be  betrayed  to  be  crucified.  Matthew  and  Mark, 
therefore,  proceed  to  show  how  the  Lord's  words  were  ful- 
filled through  the  trcachciy  of  Judas,  and  the  priests  and 
elders  made  to  change  their  resolution.  This  apostate, 
coming  to  the  priests,  offers  to  betray  Him  into  their  hands, 
and  will  do  it  so  soon  as  an  opportunity  presents.  Thus 
the  matter  is  left  between  Judas  and  them,  and  they  await 
his  action. 

Turning  now  to  the  account  of  the  supper,  we  ask  why 
it  ia  thus  interposed  between  the  consultation  of  the  priests 
and  the  action  of  Judas  ?  Plainly  that  it  may  explain  his 
action.  He  was  offended  that  so  ixiuch  money  should  be 
wasted  at  the  anointing  of  the  Lord,  and  in  his  covetons- 
ness,  as  here  revealed,  we  find  the  explanation  of  his  subse- 
quent treachery.  But  it  h  said  that  neither  Matthew  nor 
Mark  make  any  special  mention  of  Judas  at  the  supper, 
and,  therefore,  give  no  explanation  of  his  treachery.  They 
say  only  that  certain  of  the  disciples  were  displeased.  It 
must  be  admitted,  that  had  we  not  the  narrative  of  John, 
it  would  not  be  obvious  why  they  should  mention  this  sup- 
per in  this  connection.  There  may  be  some  reason,  un- 
known to  us,  why  they  omit  the  name  of  Judas,  as  the  one 
chiefly  offended.  Tet,  even  with  this  omission,  an  impar- 
tial reader  could  hardly  fail  to  infer  that  Matthew  and  Mark 
design  to  say  that  Judas,  the  one  of  the  Twelve  who  went 
to  the  priests  to  betray  Jesus,  was  one  of  those  that  had 
indignation ;  and  that  to  the  supper  at  Bethany  wo  may 
trace  the  immediate  origin  of  the  treachery  they  relate. 
Some,  however,  think  the  supper  to  be  mentioned  here 
upon  other  grounds.'  There  is  nothing  in  the  language 
of  Matthew  or  Mark,  which  necessarily  implies  that  this 
supper  took  place  two  days  before  the  Passover ;  for  the 

■  Ebrard,  iTl;  Strong,  liar,,  note  El. 
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statement  of  tlie  former,  (v.  14,)  "  Then  Judas  . . .  went  unto 
the  chief  priests,"  does  not  connect  the  time  of  his  visit 
with  the  supper,  but  with  their  council,  (vs.  3-Q.)  All  be- 
tween vs.  5-14,  comes  in  parenthetically  as  an  explanatory 
statement.  But  against  this  it  is  objected,'  that  Judas 
would  not  have  cherished  a  purpose  of  treachery  four  days 
in  his  heart  without  executing  it.  But  the  betrayal  of  his 
lord  was  not  a  hasty,  passionate  act,  done  in  a  moment  of 
excitement.  It  was  done  coolly,  deliberately ;  and  this  is 
what  gave  it  its  atrocious  character.  Greswell  remarks  (iiL 
129)  that  "this  history  is  divisible  into  three  stages,  each 
of  which  haa  been  accurately  defined  ;  the  first  cause  and 
conception  of  his  purpose ;  the  overt  step  toward  its  exe- 
cution ;  and  lastly,  its  consummation.  The  consummation 
took  placo  in  the  garden  of  Gethsemane ;  the  overt  step 
was  the  compact  with  the  Sanhedrim ;  the  first  cause  and 
conception  of  the  purpose,  if  they  are  to  be  traced  up  to 
any  thing  on  record,  must  be  referred  to  what  happened  at 
Bethany," 

Although  Matthew  and  Mark  speak  of  Jesus  as  bebg 
in  the  house  of  Simon  the  leper,  yet  many  have  supposed 
that  the  supper  was  made  by  the  family  of  Lazarus, 
principally  from  the  fact  that  "Martha  served."  But 
against  this  is  the  fact  that  Lazarus  appears  not  as  the 
master  of  the  feast,  but  as  a  guest.  According  to  some,  it 
was  a  feast  prepared  in  common  by  the  disciples  and 
friends  of  the  Lord  at  Bethany,  and  held  at  the  house 
of  Simon.  Of  Simon  we  have  no  knowledge ;  but  it  is 
probable  that  he  was  a  leper,  and  had  been  healed  by  the 
Lord,  ■  One  tradition  makes  him  to  have  been  the  father 
of  Lazarus.'  Anotlier  makes  him  to  have  been  the  husband 
of  Martha,'  We  may  readily  believe  that,  although  the 
supper  was  at  the  house  of  Simon,  Martlia  and  Mary  may 

'  EobiDSOn,  Hbt.  210.  '  See  Ewald,  y,  401,  mbo  defeoda  it. 
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have  been  active  helpers  in  ita  preparation.  It  ia  not 
necessary  to  suppose  any  kindred  to  explain  Martha's  ser- 
vice, for  she  would  gladly  honor  her  Lord,  to  whom  she 
was  so  deeply  indebted,  by  every  act  of  personal  attention 
it  was  in  her  power  to  render. 

How  often  the  Lord  was  anointed,  and  by  whom,  has 
been  much  discussed  by  harmonists  and  commentatoi-s  from 
the  earliest  times.  Some  have  affirmed  that  Luke  (vii.  37) 
mentions  one  anointing ;  Matthew  (xxvi.  7)  and  Mark 
(xiv.  3)  another;  and  John  (xil.  3)  a  third.  But  most  have 
affirmed  two  anointings ;  some  identifying  the  narratives  of 
Luke  and  John,'  but  more  identifying  that  of  John  with 
those  of  Matthew  and  Mark.'  A  few,  as  Grotius,  affirm 
that  He  was  but  once  anointed,  making  the  narratives  of 
the  Evangelists  all  to  refer  to  the  same  event.  It  is  now 
generally  held  that  there  were  two  anointings;  that  men- 
tioned by  Luke,  and  that  mentioned  by  the  other  Evan- 
gelists.' In  regard  to  the  persons  by  whom  t!ie  Lord  was 
anointed,  there  has  been  like  difference  of  opinion.  It  is 
plain  from  John,  (xi.  2,)  that  Mary  the  sister  of  Lazarus 
anointed  Him  onee;  and  we  cannot  doubt  that  she  is  the 
person  alluded  to  by  John,  (xii.  3,)  and  byMatthew  and 
Mark.  By  whom  was  He  anointed  upon  the  occasion 
mentioned  by  Luke  ?  Many  afBrm  that  this  was  also  done 
by  the  same  Mary.*  This  opinion  is  the  ruling  one  in  the 
Romish  Church,  being  sanctioned  in  her  ritual.  The  Greek 
Church,  on  the  other  hand,  holds  them  to  be  different  per- 
sons.' "We  can  scarcely  believe  that  the  sister  of  Lazarus, 
a  member  of  that  family  whose  society  the  Lord  seems 


'  Jerome,  chiefly  becaiiae  bolh  mention  Ihe  anoiaticg  of  the  feef. 
*  AuguEtiae,  Calvin,  Bjnaeus. 

»  So  Newcome,  Trench,  Tiachenclofr,  Robinson,  Meyer. 
'  So  Augustine,  who  refers  to  John  li.  2,  as  showing  that  Mary  would  not 
le  thus  BpokeD  of  had  there  been  another  person  viba  had  done  a  lilie  act. 
'  Origen  and  Cbrysoslnm. 
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often  to  have  sought,  whom  He  loved,  and  whose  name  is 
associated  in  oar  minds  with  His  words  of  praise,  (Luke 
X.  42,)  could  have  been  ever  a  professed  harlot,  for  such  it 
would  appear  was  "  the  sinner  "  of  whom  Luke  speaks,  (viL 
37.)'  As  the  anointings  must  be  distmguished  from  each 
other  as  to  time  and  place,  there  is  also  no  sufficient  reason 
why  t!ie  persons  anointing  should  be  identified.' 

We  give  the  following  as  the  probable  order  of  events. 
Jesus,  leaving  Jericho  on  the  morning  of  Friday,  reaches 
Bethany  in  the  afternoon,  perhaps  about  sunset.  He  leaves 
the  pilgrims  with  whom  He  has  journeyed,  and  who  go  on 
to  Jerusalem,  and  with  His  apostles,  stops  till  the  Sabbath 
should  be  past ;  they  being  probably  received  by  some  of 
Hia  friends,  and  He  Himself  doubtless  finding  a  home  in 
the  dwelling  of  Lazarus  and  his  sisters.  The  next  day, 
bdng  the  Sabbath,  is  spent  at  Bethany,  and  in  the  after- 
noon Simon  the  leper  makes  Him  a  supper,  at  which  His 
disciples,  and  Lazarus  and  hia  sisters,  were  present.  During 
the  afternoon  the  Jewsof  Jerusalem,  who  had  heard  through 
the  pilgrims  of  His  arrival,  go  out  to  see  Him  and  Lazarus, 
and  some  of  them  believe  on  Him.  This,  coming  to  the 
ears  of  the  cMefpricsts,  leads  to  a  consultation  how  Lazarus 
may  be  put  to  death  with  Jesus. 


SuNDAYj  2d  April,  10th  Nisan,  783.     a.  r.  30. 

leaving  Betiany,  He  sends  to  Bethphage  for  an  oaa  Matt.  ixi.  1-11. 

apon  which  to  ride,  and  sitting  npoQ  it  He  enters  Jeru-  Mark  ji.  1-10, 

Salem  amidst  the  shouts  of  Hia  ilisciples,  and  of  tlio  Ldee  xix.  29-44. 

populace.    As  He  looks  upon  the  city  from  the  Mount  John  sii.  12-19. 
of  Olives  He  weeps  over  it.    All  the  city  is  greatly 
moved,  and  the  Pharisees  de^re  Him  to  rebuke  His 

'  See  note  upon  this  passage,  p.  2S9. 

'  As  to  the  opinion  of  same  Uiat  this  Mary  is  the  same  as  Mary  Magda- 
lene, see  page  260. 
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disraples.      Hevisils  the  temple;  but,  after  looking    MAnK  xi.  11. 
around  Him,  teaveB  it,  and  goes  out  with  tliu  Twelve 
to  Bethany,  where  He  passes  the  night. 

Placing  the  Lord's  arrival  at  Bethany  on  Friday,  the 
snppei'  and  anointing  on  Saturday,  His  solemn  entry  into 
the  city  toot  place  on  Sunday.'  As  to  the  hour  of  the 
entry  nothing  is  said,  but  from  Mark  xj.  II  it  appears  that 
it  was  late  in  the  afternoon  when  He  entered  the  temple  ; 
and,  as  no  events  intermediate  are  mentioned,  the  entry 
into  the  temple  seems  to  have  been  soon  after  the  entry 
into  the  city.  It  was,  then,  probably  near  the  middle  of 
the  day  when  He  left  Bethany,  Luthardt,  who  puts  the 
supper  on  Sunday,  makes  the  entry  to  have  been  still  later 
upon  the  same  day;  but  this  would  have  brought  it  to 
the  vei'ge  of  evening.  Greswell  puts  His  departure  from 
Bethany  about  the  ninth  hour,  or  3  p.  m.  ;  his  arrival  in 
the  temple  before  the  eleventh,  His  departm-e  before  sun- 
set. 

The  position  of  Bethphage,  "  house  of  figs,"  which  is 
mentioned  by  the  Synoptists  in  connection  with  Bethany, 
is  much  disputed.  It  may  be  inferred  from  Mai-k,  (xi.  1,) 
*'  And  when  they  came  nigh  to  Jerusalem,  unto  Bethphage 
and  Bethany,  at  the  Mount  of  Olives,"  and  the  like  expression 
in  Luke  xix.  29,  that  they  were  two  distinct  yet  adjacent  vil- 
lages; but  their  relativepositionsto  each  other  arenot  defined. 
From  the  fact,  however,  that  Bethphage  is  first  mentioned, 
the  journey  being  from  Jericho  to  Jerusalem,  or  from  east 
to  west,  it  ia  supposed  that  it  was  first  reached,  and  there- 
fore east  of  Bethany.'  Others,  however,  mdntain  that  the 
Evangelists  in  their  narratives  take  Jerusalem  as  the  cen- 
tre, and  mention  Bethphage  first,  because  first  reached  by 

I  So  Liohtenstein,  Eobinson,  'WicaelGr,  Buchar,  Friodhcb,  Wiohelliaua, 
Ue;er. 

•  Winer, !.  174;  Robiason,  Meyer. 
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one  going  to  the  east.'  Another  reason  for  this  order  ia 
given  by  Greswell,  (Ui.  15  :)  "  Bethphage  lay  upon  the  di- 
rect line  of  thie  route,  but  Bethany  did  not ;  so  that  one 
travelling  irom  Jericho  would  come  to  Bethphage  first,  and 
would  have  to  turn  off  from  the  road  to  go  to  Bethany." 
Lightfoot,  (x.  76,)  relying  upon  Talmudica!  authorities,  would 
pnt  Bethphage  just  under  the  city  walls,  and  ascribe  to  it 
the  same  privileges  as  if  actually  within  them,  "  The  first 
space  from  the  city,  toward  the  Mount  of  Olives,  was  called 
Bethphage."  Ho  aJso  speaks  of  "  Bethphage  within  the 
walls  and  Bethphage  without  the  walls."  In  like  manner 
Alford  speaks  of  it :  "A  considerable  suburb,  nearer  to 
Jerusalem  than  Bethany,  and  sometimes  reckoned  part  of 
the  city."  '  A  late  tradition  marks  its  site  as  about  100 
paces  below  the  top  of  tho  Mount,  toward  the  east ;  but  no 
traces  of  ruins,  according  to  Robinson,  exist  there.  Some 
suppose  that  Bethphage  and  Bethany  are  only  designations 
for  different  parts  of  tho  same  village.' 

In  his  recent  investigations  in  the  neighborhood  'of 
Jerusalem,  Barclay  (65)  found  a  site  which  he  imagines  to 
answer  all  the  demands  of  tho  narrative.  It  is  upon  "  a 
spur  of  Olivet,  distant  rather  more  than  a  mile  from  the 
city,  situated  between  two  deep  valleys,  on  which  there  are 
tanks,  foundations,  and  other  indubitable  evidences  of  the 
former  existence  of  a  village."  This  seems  to  be  the  same 
site  to  which  Porter  refers,  upon  the  projecting  point  of  a 
ridge,  and  marked  by  "  scarped  rocks,  cisterns,  and  old 
stones." 

Without  attempting  to  define  the  exact  position  of 
Bethphage,  we  may  thus  arrange  the  circumstances  con- 
nected with  the  Lord's  departure  from  Bethany :  Leaving 
this  village  on  foot,  attended  by  His  disciples  and  others, 

1  Liohlenafein,  EUicott.  '  So  Wieaeler,  433,  note. 

'  80  Porter,  (i.  188.)  who  refers  lo  tho  similarity  of  their  names,  "hooae 
of  figs  "  and  "  house  of  daf  ea." 
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He  comes  to  the  place  where  tho  neighhoring  village  of 
Bethphage  is  in  view,  over  against  them,  perhaps  separated 
fiom  them  by  a  valley.  At  this  point  He  arrests  His  march, 
and  sends  two  of  His  disciples ;  to  find  and  bring  to  Him  an 
ass .  tied,  and  her  colt  with  her.  When  her  owners  de- 
manded of  them  why  they  took  the  ass,  they  had  only  to 
say  that  the  Lord  had  need  of  it,  and  the  sight  of  Jesus, 
with  the  attendant  crowds,  would  at  once  explain  why-  He 
needed  it.  It  is  not,  therefore,  necessary  to  suppose  that 
the  owners  were  His  dfeciples ;  much  less  that  any  previous 
jurangement  had  been  made  with  them.  Some  would 
make  the  yillage  where  the  ass  was  found,  a  village  in  the 
vicinity,  distinct  from  Bethphage.'  But  there  is  no  noccs- 
wty  for  this.  The  animal  being  brought  to  Him,  He  is 
seated  upon  it,  and,  amidst  the  acclamations  of  the  multi- 
tude, ascends  to  the  top  of  the  Mount. 

Aa  both  the  ass  and  ber  colt  were  brought,  it  has  been 
questioned  upon  which  the  Lord  rode.  But  Mark  and 
Luke  are  express  that  it  was  the  colt.'  The  multitude  that 
accompanied  the  Lord  was  composed,  in  part,  of  thoso 
going  up  to  the  city  from  tho  neighborhood,  and  of  the  pil- 
grims from  Galilee  and  Perea  on  their  way  thither ;  and,  in 
part,  of  those  who,  hearing  of  His  coming,  had  gone  out 
from  the  city  to  meet  Him,  (John  xii.  12, 13.)  It  is  prob- 
able that  most  of  the  latter  were  pilgrims,  not  inhabitants 
of  the  city,  and  are  spoken  of  by  John  as  "  people  that  were 
come  to  the  feast."  The  priests,  and  scribes,  and  Pharisees, 
stood  as  angry  or  contemptuous  spectators,  and  not  only 
refused  to  join  in  the  rejoicings  and  hosannas,  but  bade 
Him  rebuke  His  disciples,  and  conunand  them  to  be  silent, 
(Luke  xix..39.) 

The  road  by  which  the  Lord  passed  over  Olivet  was 
probably  the  southern  or  main  road,  which  passes  between 
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the  summit  wliich  contains  the  Tombs  of  the  Prophets,  and 
that  called  the  Mount  of  Offence.  Thia  was  the  usual  road 
for  horsemen  and  caravans ;  a  steep  footpath  leads  over 
the  central  peak,  and  a  winding  road  over  the  northern 
shoulder,  neither  of  which  could  He  have  taken,  Stanley 
(187)  thus  describes  the  procession :  "  Two  vast  streams  of 
people  met  on  that  day.  The  one  poured  out  from  the 
city,  and,  as  they  came  through  the  gardens  whose  clusters 
of  palm  rose  on  the  southeastern  comer  of  Olivet,  they  cut 
down  the  long  branches,  as  was  their  wont  at  the  feast  of 
Tabernacles,  and  moved  upward  toward  Bethany  with 
loud  shouts  of  welcome.  From  Bethany  streamed  forth 
the  crowds  who  had  assembled  there  the  previous  night. 
The  road  soon  loses  sight  of  Bethany  . . .  The  two  streams 
met  midway.  Half  of  the  vast  mass,  turning  round,  pre- 
ceded ;  the  other  half  followed.  Oradually  the  long  pro- 
cession swept  up  over  the  ridge  where  first  begins  '  the 
descent  of  the  Mount  of  Olives '  toward  Jerusalem.  At 
this  point  the  first  view  is  caught  of  the  southeastern  cor- 
ner of  the  city.  The  temple  and  the  more  northern  por- 
tions ai-e  hid  by  the  slope  of  Olivet  on  the  right ;  what  ia 
seen  is  only  Mount  Zion  ...  It  was  at  tliis  precise  point,  '  as 
He  drew  near,  at  the  descent  of  the  Mount  of  Olives,'  (may 
it  not  have  been  from  the  sight  thus  opening  upon  them  ?) 
that  the  shout  of  triumph  burst  forth  from  the  multitude : 
'  Hosanna  to  the  Son  of  David !  Blessed  is  He  that 
cometh  in  the  name  of  the  Lord ! '  Again  the  procession 
advanced.  The  road  descends  a  slight  declivity,  and  the 
glimpse  of  the  city  is  again  withdrawn  behind  the  inter- 
vening ridge  of  Olivet.  A  few  moments,  and  the  path 
mounts  again ;  it  climbs  a  rugged  ascent ;  it  reaches  a 
ledge  of  smooth  rock,  and  in  an  instant  the  whole  city 
bursts  into  view.  It  is  hardly  possible  to  doubt  that  this 
rise  and  turn  of  the  road,  this  rocky  ledge,  was  the  exact 
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point  where  the  multitude  paused  again;  and  'He,  wheii 
He  beiicld  the  city,'  wept  over  it." 

Tradition  makes  the  Lord  to  have  crossed  the  eummit 
of  the  Mount  of  Olives,  and  puts  the  spot  where  He  wept 
over  the  city  about  half-way  down  on  its  western  slope.' 

Tbia  entry  of  Jesus  into  Jerusalem,  "  the  city  of  the 
great  king,"  was  a  formal  assertion  of  His  Messianic  claims. 
It  was  the  last  appeal  to  the  Jews  to  discern  and  recognize 
His  royal  character.  He  came  as  a  king,  and  permitted 
His  disciples  and  the  multitude  to  pay  Him  kingly  honors. 
He  received,  as  rightly  belonging  to  Him,  the  acclamations, 
"  Hosanna  to  the  Son  of  David !  Blessed  is  Ho  that  cometh 
in  the  name  of  the  Lord."  "  Blessed  be  the  kingdom  of  our 
father  David,  that  cometh  in  the  name  of  the  Lord.'' 
"Blessed  be  the  king  that  cometh  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord:  peace  in  heaven  and  glory  in  the  highest,"  "Ho- 
sanna !  Blessed  is  the  King  of  Israel,  that  cometh  in  the 
name  of  the  Lord."  He  was  the  Son  of  David,  the  King 
of  Israel,  coming  in  the  name  of  the  Lord.  But,  although 
this  triumphal  entry  excited  general  attention — "all  the 
city  was  moved,"  (Matt.  xxi.  10,)  yot  it  is  plain  from  the 
question  put  by  the  citizens,  "  Who  is  this  ?  "  that,  as  a 
body,  they  had  taken  little  part  in  the  matter,  "And  the 
multitude  said.  This  is  Jesua,  the  prophet  of  Nazareth  of 
Galilee,"  (v.  11.)  This  multitude,  thus  disthigui  shed  from 
the  citizens,  consisted  doubtless  of  those  who  had  escorted 
Him  from  Bethany,  and  who  were  mostly  Galileans ;  and 
their  answer,  as  remarked  by  Meyer,  seems  to  show  a  kind 
of  local  pride  in  Him  as  from  Galilee,  their  own  prophet. 
But  this  very  answer  was  peculiarly  adapted  to  set  the 
people  of  Judea  ag^nst  Him.     (See  John  vii.  52.) 

The  visit  to  the  temple,  and  its  purification,  are  put  by 
Matthew  (xxi.  12)  aa  if  immediately  following  the  entry ; 

'  See  Van  deVelde's  Map  of  Jerusalem;  Ellicott,  283,  not*  1. 
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but  Mark  (xi.  11)  states  that  He  merely  entered  tlie  tem- 
ple, and,  looking  around  Him,  went  out  because  the  eveu 
had  come,  and  retumed  to  Bethany  with  the  Twelve. 
Luke  {xix.  45)  gives  us  no  mark  of  time.  The  statement 
of  Mark  is  so  precise,  that  we  cannot  hesitate  to  ^ve  it  the 
preference.'  Some  suppose  the  Lord  to  have  twice  purified 
the  temple ;  on  the  day  of  His  entry,  and  again  the  next 
day.'  Others,  that  He  began  it  on  one  day  and  finished  it 
on  the  next,  cleansing  first  the  inner  and  then  the  outer 
court.  Patritius  makes  Him  to  have  healed  the  blind  and 
lame,  to  have  answered  the  priests  and  scribes,  (Matt.  xxi. 
14-16,)  and  to  have  heard  the  request  of  the  Greeks,  (John 
xii.  20-22,)  on  this  first  entry,  Alford's  supposition,'  that 
Mark  relates  the  triumphal  entry  a  day  too  soon ;  that 
Jesua,  in  feet,  first  entered  the  city  privately,  noticed  the 
abuses  in  the  temple,  and,  returning  to  Bethany  the  next 
day,  made  His  triumphal  entry  ;  has  no  good  basis.  A  pri- 
vate entry  before  the  public  one  conflicts  with  the  whole 
tenor  of  the  narrative. 

After  looking  about  the  temple,  {"round  about  upon 
all  things,"  Mark,)  as  if  He  would  observe  whether  all  was 
done  according  to  His  Father's  will.  He  goes  out,  and  re- 
turns to  Bethany,  Greswell  (iii,  100)  remarks:  "It  is  prob- 
able that  the  traders,  with  their  droves  of  cattle  and  their 
other  effects,  had  already  removed  them  for  the  day," 
But,  if  so,  He  saw  by  plain  marks  that  His  Father's  house 
was  still  made  a  house  of  merchandise.  There  can  be  little 
doubt  that  He  spent  the  nights  during  Passion  week  in  tbia 
vilLige,  and  probably  in  tlie  house  of  Lazarus.  Matthew 
says,  (xxi.  17;)  "He  went  out  of  the  city,  into  Bethany, 
and  He  lodged  there,"  Luke,  speaking  in  general  terms, 
says,  (xxi.  37:)  "And  in  the  day-time  He  was  teaching  in 

'  Wieseler,  Lunge,  Alexander,  Soblnson,  Tischeadorf^  Buclier,  Meyer. 
Ellicott. 

'  Lightfoof.  Towiisend;  see  Grosn-ell,  iii.  93.  "  Note  on  Matl.  isi.  I, 
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tho  temple,  and  at  night  Ho  wont  out  and  abode  (lodged) 
in  the  mount  that  is  called  of  Olives."  Prohably  Bethany 
is  here  meant  as  a  district  embracing  a  part  of  the  mount, 
for  He  could  not  well,  at  this  season  of  the  year,  without  a 
tent,  lodge  in  the  ojien  air.  Alexander  supposes  that  Luke 
would  suggest,  that  "  a  part  of  these  nights  was  employed 
in  prayer  amidst  tho  solitudes  of  Olivet."  Some  would  put 
the  request  of  the  Greeks  to  see  Jesus,  and  His  answer  to 
them,  (John  xiL  20-36,)  upon  thia  day ;  but  it  may  better 
be  referred  to  Tuesday,  upon  grounds  to  be  there  ^ven. 

Many  would  bring  thia  visit  of  Jesus  to  the  temple  on 
the  10th  Nisan  into  connection  with  the  divine  command  to 
choose  this  day  a  lamb  for  the  paschal  sacrifice  and  supper, 
(Ex.  xii.  3-^,)  and  thus  find  in  it  a  mystical  significance. 
He  was  the  true  Paschal  Lamb,  and  was  now  set  apart  for 
tho  sacrifice,' 


Monday,  3d  Apkil,  11th  Nisan,  V83.     a.  d 

Jo3u3,  lenring  Bethany  early  witli  His  disciples,  wos  Matt.  x. 
hangrj,  and  beholding  a  fig  tree  by  tho  way  which  hod  Mauk  i' 
no  fntit,  llo  pronounced  a  curse  against  it.  Proceed- 
ing to  the  city,  He  entera  the  temple  and  purifiea  it.  MArr.  x 
He  heals  there  the  blind  and  lame,  and  the  chitdien  Mauk  \i 
cry,  "Hosaann  lo  tho  Son  of  David."  His  reproofe  Luke  si 
enrage  the  priests  and  eoribea,  who  seek  how  to  destroy 
Him.     In  the  evening  He  departs,  and  returns  to 


Both  Matthew  and  Mark  relate  that  the  Lord  was  hun- 
gry as  Ho  returned  into  the  city;  bnt  npon  what  ground 
He  had  abstained  from  food  that  morning,  does  not  appear. 
It  could  not  well  have  been  from  the  early  hour  of  His 
departure  fi-om  Bethany,  but  was  probably  a  self-imposed 

■  Whitby,  Groswell,  Alford,  Wicseler. 
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fast.  It  baa  been  interred  from  this  oircumetance  that  He 
could  not  have  spent  the  night  with  His  friends.  It  may 
have  heea  spent  in  solitude  and  prayer. 

Into  an  examination  of  the  supposed  moral  diiBcuIties 
connected  with  the  cursing  of  the  fig  tree,  ive  cannot  here 
.  enter.'  It  is  plMn  that  this  miracle  is  narrated  because 
of  its  symbolic  teachings.  The  fig  tree  was  the  type  of 
the  Jewish  people,  (Luke  xiii.  6-9.)  They  had  the  law, 
the  temple,  all  rites  of  worship,  the  externals  of  righteous- 
ness ;  but  bore  none  of  its  true  fiuits.  Christ  found  noth- 
ing but  leaves. 

Matthew  relates  the  withering  of  the  fig  tree  as  if  it 
took  place,  not  only  on  the  same  day  on  which  it  was  cui-sed, 
but  within  a  few  moments,  {vs.  19,  20.)  Mark,  on  the 
other  hand,  speaks  as  if  the  withering  was  not  seen  by  the 
disciples  till  the  next  day,  (xi.  20.)  Greswell,  who  sup- 
poses that  the  malediction  instantly  took  effect,  and  that 
the  tree  began  at  once  to  wither,  would  make  Matthew  and 
Mark  refer  to  two  distinct  conversations  between  the  Lord 
and  the  disciples ;  one  that  day,  and  the  other  upon  the 
next.  More  probably,  Matthew  brings  together  all  that  oc- 
curred upon  both  days,  in  order  to  complete  his  narrative.' 

That  this  purification  of  the  temple  is  distinct  from  that 
at  the  be^nning  of  His  ministry,  (John  ii,  13-17,)  has  been 
aU-eady  shown.  That  the  latter  was  passed  over  by  the 
SynoptJsts,  is  explained  from  the  fact  that  they  begin  their 
account  of  Jesus'  ministry  with  His  departure  to  Galilee 
after  John  the  Baptist's  imprisonment.  That  John  should 
omit  the  former,  is  wholly  in  keeping  with  the  character  of 
his  Gospel.  The  first  cleansing  and  rebuke  had  wrought 
no  permanent  results,  and  the  old  abuses  were  restored  in 
full  vigor. 

After  cleansing  the  temple,  or  that  part  of  the  court  of 
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the  Gentiles  called  "  tlie  sliopa,"  where  every  day  was  sold 
wine,  sdt,  oil,  as  also  oxen  and  sbeep,'  He  permits  the  blind 
and  lame,  probably  those  who  asked  alms  at  the  gates,  to 
come  to  Him,  and  He  healed  them.  These  healings,  and 
the  expressions  of  wonder  and  gratitude  which  they  called 
forth,  joined  to  the  remembrance  of  the  acclamations 
that  had  greeted  Him  the  day  before,  led  the  children  in 
the  temple,  who  may  have  been  members  of  the  choir  of 
singers  employed  in  the  tempb  service,  to  cry,  "  Hosanna 
to  the  Son  of  David,"  greatly  to  the  displeasure  of  the 
priests  and  scribes.  It  is  reraartable  that  children  only  are 
mentioned,  and  may  indicate  that  already  the  multitude, 
overawed  by  the  firm  and  liostile  bearing  of  His  enemies, 
had  began  to  waver,  and  dared  no  more  openly  express 
their  good  will.     (See,  however,  Mark  xi.  18.) 

Some,  from  the  fact  that  the  children  are  here  mentioned 
as  crying  Hosanna,  and  that  in  the  temple,  make  it  to  have 
been  on  the  day  of  the  Lord's  entry,'  But  there  is  no  dif- 
ficulty in  believing  that  the  children  might  now  re-echo 
what  they  had  heard  a  few  liours  before.' 


ToESDAY,  4th  April,  12th  Nisan,  783.     a.  d.  30. 

Returning  into  the  oitj  in  Uie  morning  with  His  dis-  JlAEKxi,  20-26, 

eiples,  they  saw  the  fig  tree  dried  up  from  the  roota,  and  Matt,  iii.30-22. 
this  leads  Jesus  to  spealt  to  them  respecting  faith.     As 

He  entered  the  temple,  Uie  Pbaiiseea  ask  Him  by  what  Matt.  ixi.2S-4fi. 

authoiitj  He  acts.     He  replies  by  a  question  respecting  Mabk  xi.  27-33, 

the  baptism  of  John,  and  adds  the  parablea  of  he   wo  Lui-b  xx.  1  18 

sons  and  of  the  wictced  husbandmen.    The  11a  slcs  Maseiu  1  13 

nisb  to  arrest  Him,  but  are  afraid  of  the  jieople      He  Matt  xi    I  14 

speaksofthe  parable  of  the  king's  son.    T      P  a    eta  MArrix    IB  46 

and  Herodians  propose  to  Hira  the  quuEt  on  eonce  n  Mask  s     IS  40 

Ksl.  12.  '  Alford,  hewcoiui,,  Robinson. 
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ing  the  UwfulneBa  of  tribnte  to  Oiesar.     The  Sadducees    Lcke  xs.  19-47. 

question  Him  respecting  tho  rCEUirection  of  tlio  dead; 

and  a  lawyer,  Which  is  the  chief  commandment  in  the 

law?    He  oaks  the  Fhojisees  a  question,  respecting  the 

Mes^h,  and  pats  them  to  alence,  and  addressing  the    Mait.  jjiii. 

disciples  and  people  denounces  llieir  h  jpoorisy. 

After  this  Ho  watches  the  people  casting  in  their    Mare  xii.  41-'44. 
gifts,  and  pnuses  the  poor  widow  who  casts  in  two    Lfkk  xxi.  1-1. 
mitea.    Some  Greeks  desiring  lo  aee  Him,  He  prophe-    John  sii.  20-38, 
sics  of  nis  dcatli.     A  voice  Is  heard  from  heaven.     He 
spealts  a  few  words  to  the  people  and  leaves  the  tem- 
ple.  As  He  goes  out,  the  disciples  point  out  to  Elm  the    Minitsiii.  1-37. 
size  and  splendor  of  the  buildings,  to  whom  He  replies    Luke  ssi.  S-Sfi, 
that  all  shall  he  thrown  down.     Ascending  the  Mount    Matt.  nxiv.  xxv. 
of  Olives  Ho  seats  Himself,  and  explains  to  Peter,  James, 
John,  and  Andrew,  the  course  of  events  till  His  re- 
turn.   He  adds,  that  after  two  days  was  Iho  Passover,    Matt.  xivi.  1-6. 
when  He  ^ould  be  betrayed.   He  go<s  to  Bethany,  and    Mark  xiv,  1 , 2. 
the  same  evening,  His  enemies  hold  a  council  and  agree    Mir.iKvi.I4-16. 
with  Judas  respecting  His  betrayal.  Markaiv.  10, 11. 

The  ■withering  of  the  fig  tree  seems  to  have  begun  as 
soon  as  the  Lord  had  spoken  the  curse  against  it.  Matthew 
says,  "presently  the  fig  tree  withered  away."  Mark  says, 
"  it  waa  dried  up  from  the  roots."  In  twenty-four  hours  it 
was  completely  dead.  That  the  disciples  did  not  at  even- 
ing, upon  their  return  to  Bethany,  see  that  it  had  withered, 
may  bo  owing  to  the  late  hour  of  their  retui-n,  or  that,  they 
did  not  pass  by  it. 

Tlio  people  assembhng  at  an  early  hour  in  the  temple, 
Jesus  goes  thither  immediately  upon  His  arrival  in  the 
(aty,  and  begins  to  teach.  Very  soon  the  chief  priests  and 
elders  of  the  people,  and  scribes,  came  to  Him,  demanding 
by  what  authority  He  acted.  It  seems  a  question  formally 
put  to  Him,  and  probably  by  a  deputation  from  tho  Sanhe- 
drim.' It  differs  essentially  from  the  qnestioti  put  to  Him 
after  tho  first  purification,  (John  ii.  18,)  "  What  sign  shew- 
'  So  Alexander,  Meyer, 
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est  thou  nnto  us,  seeing  thou  doGSt  these  things  ?  "  Now  it 
is,  "  By  what  authority  doest  thou  these  things  ?  And  who 
gave  thee  this  authority?"  Then,  they  desired  that  He 
should  work  raii'aclea  as  signs  or  proofe  of  His  divine  mis- 
sion. But  His  miracles  had  not  been  sufficient  to  convince 
them.  Now,  he  must  give  other  vouchers.  He  must  show 
himself  to  be  authorized  by  those  who,  sitting  in  Moses' 
seat,  were  jJone  able  to  confer  authority.  But  they  had 
not  authorized  Him,  and  He  was  therefore  Kcting  in  an 
arbitrary  and  illegal  manner.  To  this  question  He  replies 
by  another  respecting  the  baptism  of  John.  The  Baptist 
had  borne  his  testimony  to  Hiui  when,  three  years  before, 
they  had  sent  a  deputation  to  him,  (John  i,  26.)  If  John 
was  a  prophet,  and  divinely  commissioned,  why  had  they 
not  received  his  testimony?  This  was  a  dilemma  they 
could  not  escape.  They  could  not  condemn  themselves; 
they  dare  not  offend  the  people ;  they  must  remain  silent. 

Although  thos  repulsed,  yet,  His  enemies  continuing  in 
the  temple.  He  begins  to  speak  to  them  in  parables,  (Mark 
xii.  1 ;)  "the  second  beginning,"  says  Stier,  "as  before  in 
Galilee,  so  now  in  Jerusalem."  Itie  to  be  noted  that  noiv, 
for  the  first  time,  the  Lord  utters  plainly  the  truth  in  the 
hearing  of  the  Pharisees,  that  they  shall  kill  Him,  and 
that  in  consequence  the  kingdom  shall  be  taken  from  them.' 
The  point  of  these  parables  was  not  missed  by  the  Pharisees, 
but  they  dare  not  arrest  Him. 

The  parable  of  the  mani^o  of  the  king's  son  is  related 
by  Matthew  only,  for  that  in  Luke  (xiv.  16-24)  was  spoken 
much  earlier,'  It  set  forth  more  distinctly  than  the  para- 
bles preceding,  the  rejection  of  the  Jews,  those  bidden  of 
old  ;,  the  bidding  of  others  in  their  place  ;  and  the  destruc- 
tion of  their  city. 

>  See  Matt,  viii,  11,  13.    Tbeso  M-oriis  seem  to  have  been  spotcn  to  the 
=  Meyer,  Alford,  RoljinsoD,  Tischeiidorf,  Liclitcnsleio,  TreDcli. 
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Stung  by  these  parables,  so  full  of  abavp  rebuke,  the 
Pliarisees  now  consult  together  how  "  they  may  entangle 
Him  in  His  talk."  Never  were  their  craft  and  inveterate 
hostility  more  strikingly  shown,  than  in  these  attempts  to 
draw  something  from  Hia  own  month  which  might  serve  as 
tlie  basis  of  accusation  against  Him.  The  first  question 
■would  have  been  full  of  peril  to  one  less  wise  than  Himself, 
for  it  appealed  to  the  most  lively  political  susceptibilities  of 
the  people.  No  zealous  Jew  conld  admit  that  tribute  was 
rightly  due  to  Csesar,  and  much  less  could  one  who  cljumed 
to  be  the  Messiah  admit  this;  for  it  was  to  confess  that  He 
was  the  vassal  of  the  Romans,  a  confession  utterly  incom- 
patible with  MesdanJc  claims.  Yet  if  He  denied  this,  the 
Herodians  were  at  hand  to  accuse  him  of  treason,  an  accu- 
sation which  the  Rom.ins  were  always  quick  to  hear.  But 
He  avoided  the  artfully  contrived  snare  by  referring  the 
qnestion  to  their  own  discernment.  God  had  chosen  them 
for  His  people,  and  He  alone  should  be  their  kmg,  and 
therefore  it  was  not  right  for  them  to  be  under  heathen 
domination.  Yet,  because  of  their  sins,  God  had  given 
them  into  the  hands  of  their  enemies,  and  they  were  now 
under  Roman  rule.  This  fact  they  must  recognize,  and  in 
view  of  this  they  must  fulfil  all  duties,  those  to  C^sar  as 
well  as  those  to  God. 

The  question  of  the  Sadducees  was  in  keeping  with  the 
sceptical,  scoffing  character  of  that  sect.  Apparently,  it  was 
not  so  much  designed  to  aivake  popular  hatred  against  Him 
as  to  cast  ridicule  upon  Him,  and  also  upon  their  rivals, 
the  Pharisees,  by  showing,  the  ahsord  consequences  of  one  of 
their  most  cherished  dogmas,  the  resurrection  of  the  dead. 
Perhaps,  also,  they  were  curious  to  see  how  He  wonld  meet 
an  argument  to  which  their  rivals  had  been  able  to  give  no 
satisfactory  answer.' 

The  question  of  the  lawyer  seems  to  have  been  without 

■  Sec  ^!e.ve^  in  loco. 
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any  malidoi-is  motive  on  his  part.'  It  referred  to  a  disputed 
point  among  the  schools  of  the  Rabbis,  and  which  he,  ad- 
miring the  wisdom  of  Jesus,  wished  to  hear  solved.  Some, 
howevei-,  suppose  (see  Matt.  xxiL  34)  that  the  lawyer  was 
sent  by  the  Pharisees,  who  had  gathered  together  to  de- 
vise a  now  attack.'  But  these  two  vieivs  are  not  really  incon- 
sisteat.  The  lawyer,  a  man  of  ability  and  reputation,  and 
on  these  grounds  chosen  to  be  their  representativ-e  and 
spokesman,  may  have  had  a  sincere  respect  for  that  wis- 
dom that  had  marked  Christ's  previous  answers.  He  pro- 
poses this  question  respecting  the  comparative  value  of  the 
commandments,  rather  to  test  His  knowledge  in  the  law 
than  to  ai-ray  the  people  against  him.  Had  the  answer 
been  erroneous,  doabtless  advantage  would  have  been  taken 
of  it  to  His  injuiy,  although  it  is  not  obvious  to  us  in 
what  way;  but  it  so  commended  itself  to  the  intelligence  of 
the  lawyer,  that  he  honestly  and  frankly  expresses  his  ap- 
probation,    (See  Mark  xii,  32-34.) 

All  his  adversaries  being  silenced,  the  Lord  proceeds  in 
His  turn  to  ask  a  question  that  should  test  their  own  know- 
ledge, and  inquires  how  the  Messiah  could  be  the  Son  of 
David,  and  yet  David  call  Him  Lord  ?  Their  inability  to 
answer  Him  shows  us  how  little  the  truth  that  the  Messiah 
should  be  a  divine  being,  the  Son  of  God,  as  well  as  Son  of 
man,  was  yet  apprehended  by  them ;  and  how  all  Chiist's 
efforts  to  reveal  His  true  natare  had  failed,  through  their 
wickedness  and  unbelief. 

It  is  questioned  whether  the  Lord's  words  to  the 
scribes  (Mark  xii.  38-40  ;  Luke  xx.  45-47)  are  to  be  dis. 
tingnished  from  those  recorded  by  Matthew,  xxiii.  Gres- 
well  (iii.  121)  gives  ten  reasons  for  distinguishing  between 
them,  which,  however,  have  no  great  weight.  Most  re- 
gard them  as  identical.'      Wiescler   (395)   supposes  Mat- 
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thew  to  have  included  tho  address  to  ihe  Pharisees,  record- 
ed by  Luke  xi.  39-52.  The  attempts  of  the  Pharisees  to 
entrap  Him,  their  malice  and  wiclcedness  veiled  under  the 
show  of  riglitcousness,  awaken  the  Lord's  deepest  indigna- 
tion, and  explain  the  terrible  scvority  of  His  lai^nage. 
They  had  proved  that  "  they  were  the  children  of  them 
which  killed  the  prophets ;"  and  as  the  old  messengers 
of  God  had  been  rejected  and  slain,  so  should  they  reject 
and  slay  those  whom  Ho  was  about  to  send.  Thus  should 
all  the  righteous  blood  shed  upon  the  earth  come  upon 
them. 

It  is  not  certain  who  was  the  "  Zacharias  son  of  Eara- 
chias,"  to  whom  the  Lord  refers  as  slain  between  the 
temple  and  the  altar.  Many  identify  him  with  the  Zeeh- 
ariah  son  of  Johoiada,  who  was  "  stoned  with  stones,  at  the 
commandment  of  the  king  in  the  court  of  the  house  of  the 
Lord,"  (2  Chron.  xxiv.  20,  21.)  In  tliis  case,  Barachias  may 
have  been  another  name  of  Jehoiada,  as  the  Jews  had  oiien 
two  names ;  or  Barachias  may  have  been  the  father,  and 
Jehoiada  the  gi-andfather ;  or,  as  it  is  omitted  by  Lute 
xi.  51,  aomo,  as  Meyer,  infer  that  it  was  not  mentioned  by 
Christ,  but  was  added  from  tradition,  and  erroneously 
given,  perhaps  confotmding  him  with  the  Zechariah  son  of 
Berechiah,  (Zech.  i.  1.)  But  if  this  Zacharias  was  meant, 
why  is  he  called  the  last  of  the  martyrs,  since  there  were 
others  later?  The  explanation  given  by  Lightfoot  is  at 
least  probable,  that  it  was  the  list  example  in  the  Old  Tes- 
tament as  the  canon  waa  then  arranged,  and  therefore  the 
Lord  cites  the  first,  that  of  Abel,  and  this  as  tho  last.  Both 
have  also  another  circumstance  in  common ;  a  call  of  the 
murdered  for  vengeance.  "  The  requii-ing  of  vengeance  is 
mentioned  only  concerning  Abel  and  Zacharias.  '  Behold 
the  voice  of  thy  brother's  blood  crieth  unto  me,'  (Gen. 
iv.  10.)  'Let  the  .Lord  look  upon  it  and  require  it,'" 
18* 
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(2  Chron.  xxiv,  22.')  Others  make  this  Zechariah  to  bo  pro- 
phetically Bpoken  of,  and  identity  him  with  the  Zecharias 
son  of  Baruch  mentioned  by  Josephus,'  who  was  slain  by 
the  Zealots  in  the  midst  of  tho  temple,  and  the  body  cast 
into  the  valley  of  the  Kidron.  But  the  Lord  does  not 
speak  of  Llood  to  be  yet  shed,  but  of  that  which  had  been 
shed  ;  and  as  the  death  of  Abel  was  a  well-known  historical 
event,  so  also  was  that  of  Zacharias.  Others  refer  to  a 
tradition  that  Zachadas,  father  of  John  the  Baptist,  was 
murdered  by  the  Jews.' 

Many  make  this  discourse  to  the  Pharisees  to  have  been 
spoken  just  before  He  left  the  temple,  and  His  last  words 
there.  "It  is  morally  certain,"  says  Groswell,  "that  our 
Loid  immediitely  left  the  temple,  and  never  returned  to 
It  agim  "  But  most  follow  the  order  of  Mark,  (xii.  41-44,) 
who  places  the  \isit  of  Jesus  to  the  treasury  after  this 
discourse'  beating  Himself  by  the  treasury,  or  treasure 
chests  m  the  court  of  the  women,  in  which  offerings  were 
placed,  Ho  watches  those  who  come  to  bring  their  gifts. 

The  visit  of  the  Greeks  to  Him  is  mentioned  only  by 
John,  (xii.  20-36.)  Some  place  it  upon  the  evening  of  the 
ti-iamphal  entry.*  But  the  Lord's  language  fits  better  to 
the  final  departure  fi'om  the  temple  than  to  the  time  of 
the  entry.  Beside,  if  He  was  now  in  the  court  of  the  wo- 
men, it  explains  the  request  of  the  Greeks  to  see  Him ;  for 
if  He  had  been  in  the  outer  court,  all  could  have  seen  Him ; 
but  into  the  inner  court  they  could  not  come.  Upon  these, 
and  other  grounds,  it  is  placed  here  by  many."    It  is  not 

■  So  Meyer,  Alford,I,iiiiga;  see  Winer,  ii.  711.  >  War,  4.  5.  4. 

'  Thilo,  Codex  Apoo.  i.  2B7  ;  Hofmann,  Lebeii  Jesii,  134 ;  Jonea  on  the 
Canon  of  the  N.  Test.,  ii.  1B4.  According  to  the  latter,  this  tradition  nras 
Tery  generally  credited  in  earlj'  times,  as  by  Tertulliim,  Origen,  Epipbunins. 
See  also  Baroniua,  who  defends  it. 

•  KrflHl,  Friedlieb,  Robinson,  Wieseler,  Ellioolt,  TiBchendorf. 

>  GrcswEll,  Kratft,  Ebrard.  Ton-nsend,  Slier. 

'  Eobinson,  Lichlenstoiu,  Tischendorf,  Wiesolcr,  Ellicott. 
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certain  whether  these  Greets  did  actually  meet  the  Lord. 
Hie  words  (vs.  23-2T)  were  not  addressed  directly  to  them, 
bnt  they  may  have  been  within  hearing.  Their  coming  is 
a  sign  that  His  end  is  nigh,  and  that  the  great  work  for 
which  He  came  into  the  world,  is  about  to  be  fulfilled. 
Stier  seta  this  visit  of  the  Greeks  from  the  west,  in  contrast 
to  the  visit  of  the  Magi  from  the  east;  the  one  at  the  end, 
the  other  at  the  beginning  of  His  life. 

la  reply  to  the  Lord's  prayer — "  Glorify  Thy  liame,"  (v, 
28) — there  "  came  a  voice  from  heaven,  I  have  both  glori- 
fied it,  and  will  glorify  it  again."  These  words,  according 
to  most  interpreters,  were  spoken  in  an  audible  voice.  It 
is  said  by  ASford,  "  This  voice  can  no  otherwise  bo  under- 
stood than  as  a  plain  aitiealate  sound,  miraculously  spoken, 
heard  by  all,  and  variously  interpreted."  This  would  imply 
that  all  present  heard  the  words  plainly  articulated.  But 
this  is  not  said.  They  heard  a  voice  ;  yet  some  said,  "  It 
thundered ; "  and  others, "  An  angel  spake  to  Him ; "  which 
could  not  have  been  the  caso  if  the  words  had  been  dis- 
tinctly spoken. 

Probably,  the  capacity  to  miderstand  the  voice  was 
dependent  upon  each  man's  spiritual  condition  and  recep- 
tivity. To  Jesus,  and,  perhaps,  to  the  apostles  and  disciples, 
it  was  an  articulate  voice;  to  others  it  was  indistinct,  yet 
they  recognized  it  as  a  voice,  perhaps  of  an  angel ;  to 
others  still,  it  was  mere  sound,  as  if  it  thundered.'  Town- 
send  would  make  it  an  answer  to  the  Greeks  who  desired 
to  see  Jesus,  or,  at  least,  spoken  in  their  hearing.  We  find, 
however,  its  true  significance  if  we  compare  it  with  those 
other  testimonies  of  the  Father  to  Him  at  His  baptism  and 
at  His  transfiguration.     (Matt.  iii.  17  ;  xvii.  5.) 

After  Jesus  had  finished  His  words  in  the  temple,  He 
"  departed,  and  did  hide  Himself  from  them,"  (v.  36.)  His 
departing  and  hiding  are  not  to  be  understood  of  a  night's 

1  See  Lutbardt  in  loco. 
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sojourn  in  Bethany,  bat  of  His  Snal  departure  from  the 
temple,  and  His  sojourn  in  retirement  till  Hia  arrest.  His 
public  work  was  over.  Ho.  appears  no  more  m  His  Father's 
house  38  a  preacher  of  righteousness.  Henceforth,  all  His 
words  of  wisdom  are  addressed  to  His  own  disciple*  The 
statements  (vs.  37-43)  arc  those  of  the  Evangelist.  But 
when  were  the  Lord's  words  (vs,  44-50)  spoken?  Most 
regai'd  them  as  a  citation  by  the  Evangelist  from  earlier 
discourses,  and  introduced  here  as  confirming  his  own 
remarks.' 

The  allnsion  of  the  disciples  to  the  size  and  splendor  of 
the  temple  buildings,  seems  to  have  been  occasioned  by 
His  words  to  the  Pharisees  foretelling  its  desolation,  (Matt, 
xxiii.  38.)  That  so  substantial  and  massive  a  structure  could 
become  desolate,  was  incredible  to  them,  for  they  had  as 
yet  no  distinct  conception  that  God  was  about  to  cast  off 
His  own  covenant  people,  and  bring  the  worship  He  had 
appointed  to  an  end.  This  manifestation  of  incredulity  led 
Him  to  say,  with  great  emphasis,  that  the  buildings  should 
be  utterly  destroyed,  not  one  stone  being  left  npon  another. 
This  was  literally  fulfilled  in  the  destruction  of  the  temple, 
though  some  of  the  walls  enclosing  it  were  not  wholly  cast 
down.  It  was  a  prediction  that,  made  public,  wonld  have 
greatly  angered  the  Jews,  and  hence  the  apostles  came  to 
Him  "  privately  "  to  learn  its  meaning. 

It  was  probably  at  the  close  of  the  day,  perhaps  in  the 
twilight,  that  He  sat  down  on  the  Mount  of  Olives  over 
against  the  temple.  The  city  lay  in  full  view  before  Him. 
Mark  (xiii.  3)  speaks  of  only  four  of  the  apostles,  Peter 
and  James,  and  John  and  Andrew,  who  asked  Him  pri- 
vately when  these  things  should  be.  Matthew  {xxiv.  3)  states 
that  "  the  disciples  came  unto  Him  privately ; "  Luko  {xxi. 
T)  that  "  they  asked  Him."    There  can  be  little  doubt  that 
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Mark  gives  tlie  more  accurate  account,  and  that  these  four 
only  were  present.'  The  remainder  of  the  Twelve  may  have 
preceded  Him  on  the  way  to  Bethany-  Alexander  supposes 
that  all  were  present,  and  that  "the  four  are  only  mentioned 
as  particularly  earnest  in  making  this  inquiry,  although 
speaking  with  and  for  the  rest." 

If  His  words  were  spoken  to  these  four  only,  it  implies 
that  the  predictions  He  uttered  eoald  not  at  that  time  be 
fittingly  spoken  to  the  body  of  the  apostles. 

The  announcement  to  the  disciples  (Matt.  xxvi.  I,  2) 
that  "  after  two  days  was  the  Passover,  when  the  Son  of 
man  should  be  betrayed  to  bo  crucified,"  was  probably 
made  soon  after  His  discoui'se  upon  the  Mount  of  Olives, 
and  so  upon  the  evening  of  Tuesday.  Perhaps,  He  wished 
distinctly  to  remind  them  that  His  coming  in  glory  must 
be  preceded  by  His  death  and  resurrection.  Whether  it 
was  made  to  all  the  disciples  or  to  the  four,  is  not  certain, 
but  probably  to  all.  Alford  thinks  that  "  it  g^vea  no  cer- 
tainty as  to  the  time  when  the  words  were  said :  we  do  not 
know  whether  the  cun-ent  day  was  included  or  otherwise." 
If,  however,  Thursday  was  the  14th  Nisan,  or  the  Passover, 
according  to  the  rule  already  adopted,  excluding  one  of  the 
extremes  and  including  the  other,  the  announcement  was 
made  on  Tuesday.'  The  meeting  of  the  chief  priests  and 
the  scribes  and  elders  at  the  palace  of  Caiaphas  for  consult- 
ation, was  upon  the  same  evening.  This  may  bo  inferred, 
at  least,  from  Matthew's  words,  (xxvi.  3,)  "  Then  assem- 
bled together,"  &c.,  the  assembly  being  on  the  same  day 
when  the  words  were  spoken,  (v.  2.)'  From  the  fact  that 
the  council  met  at  the  palace  of  Caiaphas,  and  also  that 
its  session  was  in  the  evening,  we  may  infer  that  it  was  an 

'  Lichlen stein,  Alford,  Lange,  Greewell. 

'  Meyer,  Licht«n stein,  De  Wette. 

■  Meyer ;  ElHcott  places  it  on  Wednesday. 
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extraordinary  meeting,  held  for  secret  consultation,'  It 
may  readily  be  sapposed  that  tlie  severe  language  of  the 
Lord  had  greatly  enraged  His  enemies,  and  that  they  felt 
the  necessity  of  taking  immediate  steps  against  Him.  But 
they  dared  not  arrest  him  during  the  feast,  because  of  the 
people,  and  determined  to  postpone  it  till  the  feast  was 
past.  Thns,  it  may  be,  at  the  same  hour  when  Jesus  was 
foretelling  that  He  shall  suffer  at  the  Passover,  His  enemies 
were  resolving  that  they  would  not  arrest  Him  during  the 
feast.'  But  the  divine  prediction  was  accomplished  in  a 
way  they  had  not  anticipated.  Judas,  one  of  the  Twelve, 
coming  to  them,  offers,  for  money,  to  betray  Him  into  their 
hands.  They  at  once  make  a  covenant  with  liim,  and  he 
watches  tor  an  opportunity.  Still  it  does  not  appear  that 
he  designed  to  betray  Him  during  the  feast ;  and  his  action 
on  the  evening  following  the  Paschal  supper  was,  as  we 
shall  see,  forced  upon  him  by  the  Lord.  Whether  Judaa 
presented  himself  to  the  council  at  their  session,  is  not  said ; 
but  it  is  not  improbable  that,  hearing  the  Lord's  rebukes  of 
their  hypociisy,  and  seemg  how  great  was  their  exasperation 
against  Him,  he  had  watched  their  movements,  and  learned 
of  their  assembly  at  the  high  priest's  palace.  This  gave  him 
the  wished-for  opportunity  to  enter  into  an  agreement  with 
them.  Some,  as  Ellicott,  put  this  visit  of  Judas  to  the 
priests  and  elders  on  Wednesday. 

I  Trad[tion  makea  tbo  bargain  with  Judaa  to  haye  been  eatered  into  at 
the  eountrj  house  of  Caiaphus,  tho  niins  of  which  are  still  shown  upon  the 
summit  of  the  mil  of  Etil  Connsel.  The  [railition  is  not  ancient;  but  it  ia 
mentioned,  as  a  singular  fact,  that  the  monument  of  Ann^,  who  mnj  hare 
had  a  countiy-Beat  near  hia  son-in-law,  is  found  in  this  neighborhood.  Wil- 
liams, H.  C.  ii,  496. 

rt  ihey  proposed  to  arreat  Him  before  the  feast    So 
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WednesdaYj  Sth  April,  13th  Nisan,  783.     A.  d.  30. 

During  this  daj  the  Lord  rcmiuned  in  leclusvon  at  Bethany. 

The  Lord  left  the  temple  for  the  last  time  on  Tuesday 
aftcrDoon.  His  public  labors  were  ended.  There  remained, 
however,  a  few  hours  before  the  Passover.  How  was  this 
period  spent  ?  We  can  well  believe  that  some  pai-t  of  it 
was  spent  alone,  that  Ho  might  enjoy  that  free  comnmnion 
with  God  which  He  had  so  earnestly  sought  in  the  midst  of 
His  active  labors,  and  which  was  now  doubly  dear  to  Him 
in  view  of  His  speedy  death.  Some  part  of  it,  also,  was 
doubtless  devoted  to  His  disciples,  giving  them  such  coun- 
sel and  encouragement  as  was  demanded  by  the  very  pecu- 
liar and  trying  circumstances  in  which  they  were  placed. 
That  Wednesday  was  spent  in  retirement,  is  generally  ad- 
mitted.' 


Thuksdat,  6th  April,  14th  Nisan,  7S3.     a.  d.  30. 

From  Bethanj  He  sends  Peter  and  John  into  the    Miii.  xsvi.  17-18. 


city  Co  prepare 
whom  thej  ahoul 
a  room  furnished, 
the  supper, 
ing,  when 


Pasaorer.     He  describes  a  man  Mark  xi 

1  meet,  and  who  should  show  them  Loaa  xxii.  T-13. 
where  they  should  niato  ready  for 

emains  at  Bethnny  till  toward  even.  Hitt.  xktj.  20. 

the  city,  and  goes  to  the  room  Mark  xiv.  17. 


whore  the  supper  was  to  be  eaten.  Lckb  x: 

At  this  feast  the  Jews  divided  themselves  into  com- 
panies, or  households,  of  not  less  than  ten  nor  more  than 
twenty  persons  ;  and  these  together  consumed  the  paschal 
lamb.'    One  of  the  number,  acting  as  the  representative  of 


icioy  Google 


424  THE  LIFE  OF   OUE  LOED, 

all,  presented  the  lamb  in  the  court  of  the  temple,  and 
aided  the  Levites  in  its  sacrifice.  The  victim  was  then  car- 
ried away  by  the  offerer  to  the  house  where  it  was  to  be 
eaten,  and  there  wholly  consumed.  On  this  occasion  Peter 
and  John  acted  as  the  representatives  of  the  Lord  and  of  Hia 
apostles  at  the  temple,  and  provided  the  bread,  wine,  bit- 
ter herbs,  and  all  that  was  necessary  for  the  proper  cele- 
bration of  the  feast.  It  appears  that,  up  to  this  time,  the 
disciples  did  not  know  where  the  Lord  would  eat  the  Pass- 
over, ajid,  as  the  hour  drew  nigh,  inquired  of  Him,  (Matt, 
xxvi.  1 7.)  According  to  Mai'k  and  Luke,  the  two  apostles 
were  to  go  to  the  city,  and  a  man  should  meet  them  bearing 
a  pitcher  of  water,  whom  they  should  follow  into  whatsoever 
house  he  entered.  There  they  should  find  a  guest-chamber, 
furnished  and  prepared,  which  the  roaster  of  the  house 
should  place  at  their  disposal,  Matthew  says  nothing  of 
their  meeting  the  man  with  the  pitcher,  bnt  makes  the  two 
to  have  gone  directly  to  the  house„  Meyer  supposes  that 
Matthew  follows  the  early  tradition,  which  represents  the 
master  of  the  house  as  a  disciple  of  Jesus,  who  had,  earlier 
in  the  week,  aiTanged  with  Him  ibr  the  use  of  the  guest- 
chamber  ;  and  that  Mark  and  Luke  follow  a  later  tradition, 
which  represents  the  Lord  as  ignol-ant  of  the  man,  but  giv- 
ing directions  to  tho  two  tiirough  prophetic  foresight. 
There  is  no  need  of  thus  supposing  two  traditions.  Mat- 
thew passes  over  in  silence  the  incident  of  the  man  with  the 
pitcher,  upon  what  grounds  we  cannot  state,  (Alford  sup- 
poses, perhaps  from  ignorance;)  but  this  Bilence  is" no  way 
inconsistent  with  the  statements  of  the  other  Evangelists. 
Prom  Mark  and  Luke  it  is  apparent  that  no  agreement  bad 
been  made  by  the  Lord  for  the  room ;  else  He  would  not 
have  given  such  directions  to  the  two  apostles,  but  have 
sent  them  directly  to  the  house.'  Whether  the  master  of 
the  house  were  an  entire  stranger  to  Jesus,  or  a  concealed 
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disciple,  lite  Joseph  or  Nicodemns,  or  an  open  follower,  is 
not  cei-tajn.'  Tie  Lord's  message  to  him,  "  My  time  is  at 
hand.  I  will  keep  the  Passover  at  thy  house,  with  my  dis- 
ciples," eccms,  however,  to  presuppose  some  previous  ac- 
qntuntance ;  as  also  the  phrase,  "  the  Master  saith,"  This, 
however,  is  not  necessary,  if,  as  said  by  Alexander,  "the 
whole  proceeding  be  regarded  as  extraordinary,  and  the 
result  secured  by  a  si>ecial  Buperhuman  influence," 

It  is  at  this  point  that  we  meet  the  difficult  questions 
connected  with  the  Is^t  Passover.  For  the  sake  of  brevity 
and  clearness,  we  shall  pursue  the  following  order  in.  oar 
inquiries :  I.  State  the  real  or  supposed  discrepanci^  be- 
tween the  statements  of  Matthew,  Mark,  and  Luke,  on  the 
one  hand,  and  of  John  on  the  other.  II.  Give  an  outline 
of  the  various  attempts  to  harmonize  them.  III.  State  the 
results. 

I.  We  consider  the  real  or  supposed  discrepancies  be- 
tween the  Synoplists  and  John,  The  day  on  which  the 
Lord  sent  Peter  and  John  to  prepare  the  Passover  was, 
aecording  to  Matthew,  (xxvi.  17,)  "the  first  day  of  the 
feast  of  unleavened  bread."  Mark  and  Luke  use  similar 
language.  From  these  statements,  it  appears  that  Jesus 
partook  of  the  paschal  supper  at  the  same  time  with  the 
Jews  in  general,  and  at  the  time  appointed  in  the  law, 
which  was  upon  the  evening  following  the  14th  Nisan. 
Upon  the  next  day,  Friday,  the  15th,  He  was  crucified. 

If  we  now  tura  to  John,  we  find  that  he  speaks  as  if  the 
paschal  supper  was  legally  upon  the.,evening  of  Friday; 
and  that,  consequently,  the  Lord,  who  ate  it  upon  the 
evening  of  Thursday,  ate  it  before  the  time.  Referring 
(xviii.  28)  to  the  unwillingness  of  the  Jews  to  enter  the 
judgment  hall  on  the  day  of  the  crucifixion,  ho  says :  "  They 
themselves  went  not  into  the  judgment  hall,  lest  they  should 

>  See  Bf  naeus,  i.  480,  ivbo  gives  an  account  of  early  opinions. 
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be  defiled,  but  that  tbey  might  eat  the  Passover."  From 
this  it  follows  that,  if  the  Passover  was  jet  to  be  eaten, 
and  npon  the  day  of  His  crucifixion,  the  supper  eaten  by 
Jesua  and  His  disciples  the  evening  previous,  was  not  the 
legal  paschal  supper,  Friday,  as  the  day  when  the  lamb 
was  slain,  was  the  I4th  NJsan,  and  Thursday  was  the  13th, 
So,  also,  John  (xix.  14)  calls  the  day  on  which  He  was  cru- 
cified, not  the  Passover  itself,  bat  "the  preparation  of  the 
Passover,"  from  which  it  follows  that  the  Passover  was 
yet  to  come. 

It  is  admitted  on  all  sides,  upon  grounds  to  be  hereafter 
stated,  that  Jcaus  died  on  Friday,  in  the  afternoon.'  The 
eating  of  the  supper,  on  the  evening  previous,  was,  there- 
fore, on  Thursday  evening ;  His  resuiTection  was  on  the 
Sunday  following.  Tlie  point  in  question  is  respecting  the 
day  of  the  month:  Was  Friday  the  14th  or  15th  Nisan? 
It  is  said  that  John  asserts  the  former,  the  Synoptists  the 
latter.    We  give  the  discrepancy  in  tabular  form : 

St.  Johh.  Stkoptists. 

Supper  eaton,  evening  of  Thursday,  Evening  of  Thursday,  14th 

lath  Nisan.  Hisan. 

Jesus  crncLfied,  Friday,  UOi  Nisan.  Fiiday,  15th  Nisan. 

Was  in  the  grave,  Saturday,  16th  Nisan.  Saturday,  16th  " 

ReBUrrection,  Sunday,  16th  Nisan.  Sunday,  17th      " 

This  diflference  as  to  the  time  of  the  paschal  supper 
eaten  by  the  Lord,  was  early  noted  by  Christian  writers.' 
Modern  criticism  lias  brought  it  very  prominently  forward, 
and  attached  to  it  great  importance,  and  it  demands,  there- 
fore, our  careful  attention. 

II.  The  attempts  to  harmonize  the  Synoptists  and  John. 

1st.  That  the  Jews  kept  the  Passover  on  two  distinct 
days,  both  of  which  were  legal.    It  is  said  by  some  that 

■-  See,  however,  Westuott,  sao.  '  Wichelhaus,  187, 
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there  were  two  ways  of  determining  the  first  day  of  the 
month,  and  consequently  the  day  of  the  feast,  by  astronom- 
ical calculation  and  by  ocular  observation  ;  and  thws  the 
paschal  lamb  might  bo  slain  on  the  14th  Nisan  of  real,  or 
the  14th  of  apparent  time.  One  of  these  modes  w^  followed 
by  the  Saddnceos,  and  the  other  by  the  Pharisees,  and  thus 
the  discrepancy  between  the  Synoptists  and  John  is  ex- 
plained. Jesus,  with  the  Sadducees,  kept  the  true  day ; 
the  Pharisees  and  most  of  the  Jews  the  apparent  day,  li, 
however,  such  a  difference  in  the  mode  of  computation  did 
actually  exist  between  the  Rabbinites  and  Karaites  after  the 
destruction  of  Jerusalem,  there  is  no  proof  that  it  did  before.' 
The  only  way  of  determining  the  beginning  of  the  month 
practised  by  the  Jews  before  the  capture  of  the  city  by 
Titus,  A.  D.  70,  was  the  appearance  of  the  new  moon.  Thus 
there  could  not  have  been,  during  the  Lord's  ministry,  two 
legal  days  for  the  observance  of  the  Passover;  and  the 
supposition  that  He,  with  one  part  of  the  Jews,  rightly 
observed  Thursday,  as  astronomically  correct,  and  that 
another  part  rightly  observed  Friday,  as  determined  by 
the  appearance  of  the  new  moon,  is  without  any  founda- 
tion. 

A  modiScation  of  this  view  has  lately  been  presented  by 
Serno.'  He  supposes,  that,  as  the  moon  in  some  sections 
of  the  country  might  be  seen  at  its  first  appearance,  and  in 
others  be  hidden  by  the  clouds,  and  thus  a  difference  in 
computation  arise,  the  first  day  of  the  feast  was  doubled, 
and  the  paschal  supper  was  lawfully  eaten  on  either.  But 
of  this  there  is  no  proof.  When  the  authorities  at  Jerusar 
lem  hdd  determined  the  first  of  the  month,  all  sncceeding 
days  were  reckoned  from  it ;  and  if  a  Jew  from  any  distant 
part  of  the  land  had  mistaken  the  day  of  the  month  through 
ignorance  of  the  appearing  of  the  moon,  he  must  make  the 
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feast  daya  to  conform  to  tliose  fixed  upon  by  the  Sanhedrim, 
Even  if  the  latter  had  erred,  their  decision  was  final.  There 
is  not  the  least  evidence  that  the  Passover  could  be,  or 
ever  was,  observed  upon  two  successive  days. 

It  has  been  said  by  Cudwortli,'  that,  the  Jews  having 
erred  in  the  day,  placing  it  too  late,  the  Lord  corrected 
the  error,  and  directed  the  supper  to  bo  prepared  at  the 
legal  time,  on  Thursday  evening.  He,  also,  afiirms  that  it 
was  "  a  custom  among  the  Jews,  in  suoh  doubtful  cases  aa 
these,  which  oilentimes  fell  out,  to  permit  the  feasts  to  be 
solemnized,  or  passovers  killed,  on  two  several  days  to- 
gether." Ho  quotes  Scaliger  to  the  same  effect.  But  aU 
this  ia  without  any  historic  basis.  The  language  of  Mark, 
(xiv.  12,)  "And  the  first  day  of  unleavened  bread,  when 
they  killed  the  passover,"  &c,.,  plainly  implies  that  He 
ate  the  paschal  supper  on  the  same  day  as  the  Jews  in 
general.' 

It  baa  been  said,  also,  that,  according  to  the  law,  the 
Passover  should  be  killed  on  the  evening  following  the 
1,1th,  or  at  the  beginning  of  the  14th  Nisan.  Jesus,  in  com- 
mon with  a  few  of  the  Jews,  kept  the  law;  but  most  of 
them  killed  it  on  the  afternoon,  or  at  the  close  of  the  14th, 
twenty-four  hours  later  than  the  legal  time.  This  rests 
upon  an  untenable  construction  of  the  law, 

We  find,  then,  no  good  grounds  for  believing  tliat  the 
Jews  recognized  two  distinct  days  as  equally  legal  for  the 
paschal  solemnities ;  or  that,  through  error  of  computa^ 
tion,  they  observed  the  wrong  day,  and  the  Lord  the  right 
one. 

2d.  That  the  Lord  kept  the  Passover  on  Thursday,  at 
the  appointed  time,  but  that  the  Jews  purposely  delayed  it. 
The  ground  of  this  delay  is  found  in  the  fact,  that  when 
the  16th  Nisan,  the  first  day  of  the  feast,  and  so  a  sabbath, 

1  True  Notion  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  ii.  ESS.  '  Wichelhaus,  205. 
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{Lev.  xxiii.  7,  8,)  full  upon  FriUy  a  d  tb  two  sabbaths, 
the  feast  sabbath  and  week  Sibbath  wo  M  immediatoly 
follow  each  other,  the  Jews  i  n  ted  tl  c  m  one,  and  the 
sacrifice  of  the  paschal  Iamb  on  the  14tl  wis  postponed  to 
the  ISth.  Thus  the  Lord,  accoidmg  to  the  law,  ate  the 
paschal  sapper  on  Thursday  evening,  but  the  Jews  on 
Friday  evening.'  But  this  explanation  has  no  sufRcicnt 
basis,  as  there  is  no  room  for  doubt  that  such  changes  of 
the  feasts,  and  the  rule  forbidding  that  the  Passover  should 
fall  on  Fiiday,  were  posterior  to  the  destruction  of  Jerusa- 
lem, probably  about  400  a.  d.' 

Another  ground  of  delay  was  given  early  by  Euscbius 
and  others,  that  the  Jews  were  so  busy  with  their  accusa- 
tions against  Christ,  that  they  postponed  the  feast  till  His 
trial  and  crucifixion  should  bo  over.  This  is  so  intrinsically 
improbable  that  it  now  finds  no  defenders.  A  modification 
of  this  is  still  supported  by  some :  that  those  most  active 
agmnst  Him,  and  who  are  specially  alluded  to  (John  xviii. 
28)  as  not  willing  to  enter  the  judgment  hall,  did  delay 
their  paschal  supper  on  this  account.'  This  view  will  be 
hereafter  noticed. 

We  do  not  thus  find  any  proof  that  the  Jews  delayed 
the  Passover  after  the  legal  time. 

3d.  That  the  Lord  anticipated  the  day  and  ate,  not  the 
true  paschal  supper,  but  one  of  a  sacramental  character, 
and  corresponding  to  it.  That  He  anticipated  the  day,  was 
very  early  affirmed  by  some  of  the  fathers,  supposing,  that 
as  the  true  Paschal  Lamb,  tho  Antitype,  He  must  have 
eufiered  at  the  hour  when  the  typical  Iamb  was  slain,  and  so 
upon  the   i4th  Nisan.    Tlie  supper  He  observed  must, 

1  So  Calvin,  on  Matt.  ixvL  17.  who  remarks  thai  tlie  Jews  affinn  that  Ihii 
was  done  b;  them  uRec  their  return  fiom  Babjlou,  and  b;  God's  espi'ess  dt- 
recUon. 

'  WkhGlhaBa,  303  ;  Paulus,  iiL  J3T,  note ;  Cudirortti,  iL  531. 

•  Fairliairn,  Her.  Mam.,  382. 
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therefore,  have  been  on  the  evening  following,  the  13th. 
This  point  had  in  the  fifst  days  of  the  church  a  special  im- 
portance, because  of  the  controversy  with  some  of  the 
Christian  Jews  in  regard  to  the  binding  force  of  the  Mosaic 
laws.  It  was  asserted  by  thorn,  that  as  Jesus  kept  the  legal 
Passover,  the  paschal  sacrifice  and  supper,  these  were  still 
binding,  and  to  be  kept  in  the  Church.  In  reply,  it  was 
asserted  by  many  of  the  Christians  that  He  did  not  eat  the 
paschal  sapper,  but,  as  the  true  Paschal  Lamb,  was  slain  at 
the  honr  appointed  for  the  sacrifice  of  the  Passover.  In  the 
Greek  Chnrch  this  became  by  degrees  the  ruling  opinion, 
and  is  generally  defended  by  her  writers.'  In  the  Latin 
Church,  on  the  other  hand,  it  was  generally  denied ;  but  in 
neither  is  it  made  an  article  of  faith.  The  question  aa  to 
the  use  of  leavened  or  unleavened  bread  in  the  Eucharist, 
may  have  had  some  influence  upon  the  matter ;  the  Greeks, 
using  the  former,  were  led  to  say  that  the  Lord  used  it  at 
the  institution  of  the  rite,  and  that,  therefore,  it  was  not  the 
true  paschal  sapper,  at  which  only  unleavened  bread  was 
used.  The  Latins,  using  unleavened  bread,  maintained  that 
the  Eucharist  was  instituted  at  the  true  paschal  supper. 

This  view,  that  the  Lord  anticipated  the  paschal  supper, 
has,  besides  its  antiquity,  much  in  its  favor,  and  is  now 
supported  by  many,"  But  the  objections  against  it  are 
vei-y  strong.  First,  the  language  of  the  Synoptists  leaves 
little  room  to  question  that  the  Lord  kept  the  Passover  at 
the  same  time  with  the  Jews  in  general.  "  The  first  day 
of  unleavened  bread,  when  they  killed  the  Passover ; "  "  the 
day  of  unleavened  broad,  when  the  Passover  must  be  kill- 
ed." Second.  It  is  difficult  to  believe  that  the  Lord,  who 
said  that  He  came  not  to  destroy,  but  to  fulfil  the  law, 
should  have  set  it  aside.    If  He  observed  the  Passover  at 

■  Wiohelhaua,  190. 

'  So  KroHl,  129  i  Greairell,  iii.  1S3  ;  Ellicott,  322;  J.Miiller,  in  Herzog's 
Eeal.  Enojc,  i.  22 ;  Clinton,  ii.  240 ;  TLe  author  oE  "  Th«  Messiah." 
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al],  He  would  observe  it  at  the  legal  time.  In  this,  most 
Protestant  wiiters  agree  with  the  Latins.'  Third.  Such  a 
sacrifice  would  not  have  teen  permitted  by  the  priests. 
They  would  not  have  aided  in  the  sacrifice  of  tlie  lamb 
upon  a  day  which  they  did  not  recognize  as  the  legal  one. 
To  avoid  this  difficulty,  Greawell  quotes  Philo,  (iii.  146,)  to 
show  that  eaeh  man  waa  then  his  own  priest,  and  could 
slay  the  lamb,  if  he  pleased,  in  hia  own  dwelling.  But  thg 
weight  of  authority  is  against  hira.  The  lamb  muat  be 
dain  in  the  temple,  and  the  blood  be  sprinkled  on  the 
altar. 

By  some,  however,  it  is  said  that  the  supper  of  Thnrs- 
day  evening  was  not  the  true  paschal  supper,  but  such  an 
one  as  the  Jews,  who  could  not  be  present  at  the  feaat, 
observed  at  their  oivn  homes,  when  all  the  forms  of  the 
Passover  were  kept,  except  the  eating  of  the  lamb."  But 
such  a  supper  could  only  bo  eaten  out  of  Jerusalem,  and 
upon  the  legal  day,  not  in  the  city,  and  upon  the  day 
previous.  Nor  is  there  any  evidence  that  this  Memorial 
Pasaover  was  ever  observed  till  after  the  destruction  of 
Jerusalem,  when  it  became  impoasible  that  the  lamb  could 
be  slain  in  the  temple,  and  the  aupper  was  necessarily 
limited  to  unleavened  bread  and  bitter  herbs. 

We  do  not  then  find  sufiicient  grounds  to  believe  that 
the  Lord  anticipated  the  Passover. 

Some  peculiar  solutions,  that  have  found  no  general  re- 
ception, need  only  be  mentioned.  Such  is  that  of  Kauch,' 
that  the  paschal  lamb  was  legally  sldn,  not  on  the  l4th, 
but  on  the  15th  Kisan.  And  of  Schneckenburger,'  that 
Jesus  was  crucified  on  Wednesday,  and  was  four  days  in 
the  grave. 

If  none  ot  these  solutions  satisfies  us,  we  are  compelled 
either  to  admit  that  the  statements  of  the  Synoptists  are 

1  Wichelhaus,  202.  =  So  Grotius  on  Mitt,  iivi,  11. 


icioy  Google 


irreconcilable  with  those  of  John,  or  to  deny,  wliat  we 
have  hitherto  assumed,  that  a  discrepancy  really  exists. 

Let  U3  therefore  examine  the  point  as  to  the  existence 
of  any  discrepancy  hetween  the  Synoptists  ttod  John,  And 
before  considering  the  statements  of  the  several  Evangelists, 
it  will  be  well  to  keep  before  ns  the  oi-igin  and  design  of 
the  Passover,  and  the  peculiaiities  of  its  observance. 

1st.  Its  oiigin  and  design.  It  was  instituted  in  com- 
.memoration  of  the  deliverance  of  the  Jews  in  Egypt  from 
the  destroying  angel,  when  all  the  first-born  of  the  Egyp- 
tians were  sl^n,  (Esod.  xii.  14,  &c.)  This  remarkable  deliv- 
erance was  ever  afterward  to  be  commemorated  by  a 
feast.  This  waa  introduced  by  the  paschal  supper.  The 
people  being  divided  into  households  or  families,  of  not  less 
than  ten  or  more  than  twenty,  a  Iamb  was  slain  for  each 
femily,  and  eaten  immediately  after  with  unleavened  broad 
and  bitter  herbs.  Now  followed  a  feast  of  seven  days'  con- 
tinuance, during  which  only  unleavened  bread  was  eaten. 
There  is  no  reason  for  attributing  to  this  feast  any  earlier 
origin  than  the  historical  deliverance  it  commemorated.' 

2d.  The  manner  of  its  celebration.  The  Iamb  or  goat 
was  to  be  selected  on  the  lOlh  Nisan,  a  male  without  blem- 
ish. On  the  14th,  "between  the  evenings,"  it  must  be 
sldn,  (Exod.  xii.  6  ;  Lev.  xxiii.  5  ;  Num.  ix.  3.)  The  expres- 
sion "  between  the  evenings,"  was  generally  undei-stood  by 
the  Jews  of  the  period  from  the  decline  of  the  sun  to  its 
setting,  or  from  3  to  6  p.  m.  This  was,  without  doubt, 
the  ruling  mode  of  computation.'  The  Karaites  and  Samar- 
itans, however,  referred  it  to  the  period  between  sundown 
and  dark,  or  from  6  to  ?  p.  m.'  Wieseler  refers  it  to  a 
period  a  little  before  and  a  little  after  the  going  down  of 
the  sun,  say  from  5  to  7  r.  m.,  citing  Dent,  xvi,  C  in  proof. 
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Kwald  makes  it  to  include  three  hours  before  and  thtee 
hours  after  the  sun  set. 

The  paschal  iamb  was  originally  sldn  by  the  head  of 
each  iamily,  (Exod.  xii.  6  ;)  but  thia  seems  later  to  have  been 
done  by  the  Levites,  and  always  in  the  court  of  the  temple 
where  stood  the  brazen  altar,  {Ezra  vi.  20;  Deut.  svi. 
2-6.)  After  the  sacrifice  came  the  supper.  This  w^upon 
the  evening  following  the  14th  Nisan,  or,  as  the  Jews  began 
the  day  at  sundown,  upon  the  beginning  of  the  J5th,  The 
lamb  was  to  be  wholly  consumed  before  morning,  either  by 
eating  or  by  fire. 

Besides  the  paschal  Iamb,  other  ofierings  were  made, 
which  were  eaten  at  the  paschal  supper  and  npon  the  fol- 
lowing day.  These  are  mentioned  (Deut.  xvi.  2)  "  as  the 
Passover  of  the  flock  and  herd,"  and  embraced  the  sacrilieea 
of  sheep  or  bullocks  voluntarily  added,  and  called  by  the 
Jews,  ehagigah,  or  feast-oSering.  Concerning  these,  Mai- 
monides  (quoted  by  Ainsworth  in  loco)  says  :  "  When  they 
ofier  the  Passover  in  the  first  month,  they  ofier  it  with 
peace-offerings  on  the  14th  day,  of  the  flock  and  of  the  herd, 
and  this  is  called  tbo  ehagigah,  or  feast  ofibring,  of  the  14tb 
day.  And  of  thia  it  is  said,  (Deut.  xvi.  2,)  that  thou  shalt 
sacrifice  the  Passover  to  the  Lord  thy  God  of  the  flock  and 
the  herd." 

To  understand  the  1  t  n  f  the  ehagigah  to  the  Pass- 
over in  general,  we  m  t  m  mb  r  that  this  feast  was  the 
commemoration  of  a  g  t  n  t  nal  deliverance,  and,  as 
such,  to  be  kept  iv  tl  th  nk  ec  ng  and  joy.  The  pasohal 
supper,  strictly  spe  k  n  m    t    have  had  much  less  of 

the  joyous  element  t  tha  th  est  of  the  feast.  Assdd 
by  Lightfoot,  "  th  at  n  f  tl  lamh  was  the  very  least 
part  of  tha  joy ;  a  thing  rubbmg  up  the  remembrance  of 
affliction,  rather  than  denoting  gladness  and  making  mer- 
ry." The  lamh,  which  constituted  the  chief  part  of  the 
supper,  reminded  them  of  that  fearful  night  when  all  the 
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first-born  of  Egypt  died ;  the  bitter  herbs  vith  which 
it  was  eaten,  reminded  them  of  the  bitterness  of  their 
Egyptian  bondage ;  and  al!  the  attendant  circumstances 
would  tend  to  beget  serionsness  and  reflection.  The  fes- 
tival character  of  the  season  appeared  much  more  plainly 
upon  the  succeeding  day,  when  the  peace  offerings  volun- 
tarily presented  to  God  in  token  of  thankfulness,  were 
eaten,  {Exod,  xxiii.  15.)  That  these  peace  offerings  were 
sometimes  offered  on  the  14th  Nisan,  and  eaten  at  the 
paschal  supper,  appears  from  Maimonides ;  but,  according 
to  Lightfoot,  (on  John  sviii.  28,)  only  when  the  lamb  was 
not  sufficient  for  the  company.  The  usual  time  foe  the 
chagigah  was  on  the  15th,  and  with  these  offenngs  the  re- 
joicing was  more  directly  connected. 

We  thus  see  that  no  sharp  line  of  distinction  can  be 
taken  between  the  paschal  supper  and  the  feast  of  un- 
leavened bread  The  former  served  as  the  introduction  to 
the  latter,  but  hid  peculiar  to  itself  the  eating  of  the  lamb 
and  of  the  bitter  hLrbs  btiU  it  was  but  the  beginning  of 
the  feast,  for  none  but  unleavened  bread  was  used  during 
its  continuance,  (E\od    xu   18  ) 

The  ceremonies  of  the  sec  and  day  of  the  feast,  the  16th 
Nisan,  were  peculiar,  and  important  to  be  noted.  Upon 
this  day  the  first  fruits  of  the  barley  harvest  were  brought 
to  thff  temple,  and  waved  by  a  priest  before  the  Lord,  to 
consecrate  the  harvest ;  and  not  till  this  was  done  might 
any  one  begin  his  reaping,  (Lev,  xxiii.  10-12.)' 

The  removal  of  the  leaven  from  their  houses,  the  prep- 
arations for  the  paschal  supper,  and  the  sacrifice  of  the 
lamb,  taking  pl.ice  on  the  14th  Nisan,  this  day  was  popu- 
larly called  the  first  day  of  the  feast,  thus  extending  it  to 
eight  days.'    The  Evangelists  follow  this  popular  usage, 

>  Joaephus,  Antiq.,  3, 10.  B.    As  to  fho  connection  of  this  rite  with  the 
PasBOver,  see  Winer,  ii,  sol ;  BjIip,  iL  635. 
■  Joaephus,  Autiq.,  2. 15. 1. 
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(Matt.  xxvi.  17j  Markxiv.ia;  Luke  xxii.  7.)  Upon  each 
of  the  Bcven  days  of  the  feast  was  offered  a  sacrifice  for  the 
whole  people,  (Num.  xxviiL  1&-24.)  The  first  and  last 
days  of  the  feast,  or  the  15th  and  21st,  were  holy  days,  or 
sahbaths,  (Lev.  xxiii.  1,  8.)  But  these  feast  sabbaths  do 
not  seem  ever  to  have  been  regarded  as  equal  m  sacrodness 
to  the  week  Sabbaths.  And  it  ia  important  that  the  dis- 
tinction between  them  should  be  clearly  seen,  as  it  has 
an  important  beanng  upon  several  points  to  be  hereafter 


Besides  the  weekly  Sabbath,  there  were  seven  days  of 
the  year  that  had  a  sabbatical  character:  the  iirst  and 
seventh  of  the  feast  of  unleavened  bread;  the  day  of  Pen- 
tecost ;  the  first  and  the  tenth  of  the  seventh  month  ;  and 
the  first  and  eighth  of  the  feast  of  Tabernacles.  Of  these, 
one,  the  tenth  of  the  seventh  month,  the  day  ot  atone- 
ment, was  put  on  the  same  footing  as  the  weekly  Sabbath 
in  respect  to  labor.  No  work  at  all  could  be  done  upon 
it ;  but  on  the  otiier  sis  feast  sabbaths  they  could  do  no  ser- 
vile work,  (Lev.  xxiii.  3-39.)  These  were  called  by  the 
Talmudists  "good  days."  It  is  not  wholly  clear  what  kind 
of  work  was  not  servile,  but  the  preparation  of  food  was 
expressly  permitted,  (Esod,  xii.  16.)  Maimonides  (quoted  by 
AiuBWorth)  says :  "  All  work  needful  about  meat  is  lawful, 
as  killing  of  beasts,  and  baking  of  bread,  and  kneading  of 
dough,  and  the  like.  But  such  work  as  may  be  done  in 
the  evening  of  a  feast  day  they  do  not  on  a  feast  day,  as 
they  may  not  reap,  nor  thrash,  nor  winnow,  nor  grind  the 
corn,  or  the  like.  Bathing  and  anointing  are  contained 
under  the  general  bead  of  meat  and  drink,  and  may  be 
done  on  the  feast  day."  The  penalty  for  doing  servile 
work  on  these  days  was,  according  to  M^monides,  to  be 
beaten  ;  but  the  penalty  for  working  on  the  Sabbath  was 
death,  (Num.  xv.  32-35.) 

To  these  feast  sabbaths  we  find  few  allusions  in  Jewish 
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history.  They  are  not  mentioned  at  all  .in 
All  the  violations  of  the  Sabbath  -with  which  the  Lord  was 
charged  were  those  of  the  weekly  Sabbath.  Nor  ia  there 
any  distinct  alinsion  to  them  in  the  Old  Testament,  or  in 
Josephue.  Before  the  weekly  Sabbath  was  a  time  of  prep- 
aration, because  no  labor  of  any  kind  could  then  be  done, 
but  it  is  not  probable  that  there  was  such  a  period  of  prep- 
aration before  the  feast  sabbaths,  as  then  all  labor  but  ser- 
vile labor  was  permitted.  This  point,  however,  wil!  be 
hereafter  more  particularly  examined. 

A  special  mark  of  distinction  was  shown  to  the  weekly 
Sabbath  in  the  doubling  the  usual  offerings,  (JTum,  xxviii. 
9,)  and  the  renewal  of  the  show  bread,  (Lev.  xxiv.  8.) 

Thus  wo  find  in  the  paschal  festival  three  distinct  so- 
lemnities :  1st.  The  killing  of  the  pasebal  lamb  on  the  after- 
noon of  the  14th  Nisan,  and  the  eatingof  it  the  evening  fol- 
lowing. 2d.  The  feast  of  unleavened  bread,  beginning  with 
the  paschal  supper,  and  continuing  to  the  close  of  the  21st 
day  of  Nisan.  3d.  The  offering  of  the  first  fruits  of  the 
barley  harvest  on  the  18th  Nisan,  or  second  day  of  the 
feast.     To  the  latter  no  distinct  allusion  is  made  by  the 


With  these  preliminary  observations  upon  the  origin 
and  observance  of  the  Passover,  we  pass  to  the  considera^ 
tion  of  the  terms  applied  to  it,  first  in  the  Old  Testament 
and  then  in  the  New.  The  Hebrew  pesach,  or  Aramaic 
pascah,  refers  primarily  to  the  pascha!  lamb.  "  Draw  out 
and  take  yon  a  lamb,  and  kill  the  Passover,"  (Exod.  xii.  21.) 
To  kill  the  Passover,  and  to  eat  the  Passover,  is  to  kill  and 
eat  the  paschal  lamb,  (see  Exod,  xii.  II;  Kum.  ix.  2-6; 
2  Chron.  xxx,  15.)  But,  as  has  been  said,  often  with  the 
flesh  of  the  lamb  the  flesh  of  other  sacrifices  offered  as 
peace  offerings  was  eaten;  andhence,  naturally,  the  term  was 
made  to  embrace  these  also ;  and  then  the  whole  seven  days 
of  the  feast.    "  Thou  ahalt  sacrifice  the  Passover  to  the 
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Lord  thy  God  of  the  flock  and  the  herd;  thou  shall  eat  no 
leavened  bread  with  it;  seven  days  shall  Ihou  eal  un- 
leavened bread  therewith,"  (Dent.  xvi.  3,  3.)  That  the 
Passover  is  here  used  as  a  general  term,  embracing  the 
Baorifices  of  both  flock  and  herd,  is  generally  admitted,' 
"  They  did  eat  the  feast  seven  days  ofiering  peace  ofier- 
ings,"  (2  Chron.  xxx.  22.)  In  the  days  of  Josiah  ho  and  his 
princes  gave  small  cattle  and  oxen  for  passovers — pesacbim, 
(2  Chron-  XXXV.  7-9;  see  also  xxx.  17,  where  the  same 
word  seems  to  be  limited  to  paschal  Iambs.)  Thus  made 
to  include  all  the  special  sacriflea  of  the  feast,  it  became  a 
designation  of  the  feast  in  general.  "  To  keep  the  Pass- 
over," was  to  observe  all  the  solemnities  of  the  feast  with- 
out distinction  of  specific  acts,  unless  through  the  force  of 
the  context  the  meaning  must  bo  limited  to  the  paschal 
supper.  It  is  thus  used  Deut.  xvL  1 ;  2  Kings  xxiii.  21 ; 
2  Chron.  xxx.  1 ;  2  Chron.  xxxv.  1 ;  Ezok.  xlv.  21. 

From  this  examination  of  the  terms  in  the  Old  Testa- 
ment, we  find  that  there  is  no  exact  discrimination  in  their 
use.  Sometimes  the  Passover  and  the  feast  of  unleavened 
bread  are  expressly  distinguished,  and  the  former  limited 
to  the  paschal  supper,  (Lev.  xxiii,  5,  6  ;  Kum,  xxviii,  16, 
17,)  At  other  times  they  are  used  interchangeably.  The 
precise  meaning  in  each  case  must  be  determined  by  the 
connection  in  which  it  stands. 

We  proceed  to  consider  the  usage  of  these  terms  in  the 
New  Testament.  And  first  their  usage  by  the  Synoptists, 
Here  also  the  term  Passover,  to  n-no-x"!  ^^  nsed  in  its  nar- 
rowest sense,  of  the  paschal  lamb.  Thus  in  Mark  xiv,  12, 
"  when  they  killed  the  Passover ; "  in  Luke  xxii.  7,  "  when 
iho  Passover  must  be  killed."  It  is  used  in  the  largo  sense, 
including  both  the  sacrifice  of  the  Iamb  and  the  supper. 
Matt.  xxvi.  17  ;  Mark  xiv.  14;  Luke  xxii.  11.    It  is  used 

1  So  Bleek,  Beitrage,  111.   See  othar  constructions  in  Cndworth,  ii.  623. 
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03  a  designation  of  the  feast  in  its  whole  extent,  Matt.  xxvi. 
2;  Luke  xxii.  1.  {See  also  Mark  xiv.  1.)  That  the  phrase, 
"  feast  of  unleavened  bread,"  m  a^v/ia,  emhraeed  the  pas- 
chal supper,  appears  from  Matt.  xxvi.  17;  Marltxiv.  12; 
Lute  xxu.  1. 

Turning  from  the  Synoptists  to  John,  it  is  at  once  ap- 
parent that  he  generally  uses  the  term  Passover,  to  Tratrxo, 
in  itslargeat  sense,  as  embracing  the  whole  feast.  So  ii.  13 
and  23 ;  vi.  4 ;  xi.  55  ;  xii.  1 ;  xiii,  I.  So  in  the  references 
to  it  as  the  feast,  toprrj,  iv.  45 ;  xi,  56 ;  xii.  12  and  20 ;  xiil, 
29,  In  xviii.  28  and  39,  and  in  xix.  14,  its  meaning  is  in 
dispute. 

We  are  now  prepared  to  enter  npon  a  more  particnlar 
examination  of  the  statements  of  the  Evangelists;  and 
first,  tbose  of  the  Synoptists,  Their  language  is  very  ex- 
press :  "  Now  the  first  day  of  the  feast  of  unleavened  bread 
— T[)-8t  TTpuTij  Tiui'  a^vjjiav — the  disciples  came  to  Jesus,  say- 
ing, Where  wilt  Thou  that  >*  e  prepare  for  Thee  to  eat  the 
Passover?"  (Matt,  xxvi,  17.)  "And  the  first  day  of  un- 
leavened bread — Kat  tij  xpiuTTj  jj^Eptt  toiv  a^v/uav — when  they 
killed  the  P^sover,  His  disciples  said  unto  Him,"  &e., 
(Mark  xiv.  1 2.)  "  Then  eame  the  day  of  unleavened  bread, 
when  the  Passover  must  be  killed," — 7  -rjntpa  to>v  a^v/j.oii', 
(Luke  xxii.  7,)  That  this  was  the  14th  Nisan  seems  beyond 
reasonable  doubt,  for  on  the  afternoon  of  this  day  the 
pasehaJ  lamb  was  slain,  and  all  preparations  made  for  the 
feast  that  began  at  evening  with  the  paschal  supper.  As  has 
been  already  remarked,  this  waa  not,  strictly  speaking,  the 
first  day  of  the  feast,  for  this  began  with  the  15th,  but  waa, 
in  popular  language,  so  called;  and  the  circumstance  that 
the  lamb  waa  yet  to  be  slain,  sufficiently  determines  what 
day  was  meant.    (Compare  Exod.  xii.  18.) 

The  attempts  so  to  interpret  these  statements  as  to 
make  them  refer  to  a  supper  on  the  ISth  Nisan,  are  very 
forced  and  unsatisfactory.    Krafft  (129)  bases  his  interpre- 
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tation  upon  the  Jewish  mode  of  beginning  the  day  at  sun- 
set. The  13th  Nisan  waa  fi-om  the  eve  of  Wednesday  to 
the  eve  of  Thursday;  the  Uth,  from  the  eve  of  Thursday 
to  the  eve  of  Friday.  The  Synoptists  thus  count  the  14th, 
beginning  at  sunset  of  Thursday,  aa  the  first  of  the  feast. 
Upon  Thursday,  the  13th,  tlie  Lord  gave  directions  that 
the  Passover  should  be  prepared,  and  the  lamb  was  killed 
the  same  afternoon,  and  eaten  during  the  evening  follow- 
ing, or  at  the  beginning  of  the  14th.  Greswell  (iii.  171) 
presents  the  same  view :  "  From  sunset  on  Thursday  to 
sunset  on  Friday  was  considered,  and  might  be  called,  the 
first  day  of  unleavened  bread.  We  have  but  to  suppose 
that  the  discipicB  came  with  their  Inquiry  at  sunset  on 
Thursday,  and  were  sent  at  that  time  accordingly,  and  the 
assertion  would  he  strictly  correct." '  The  great,  and  as  it 
seems,  insuperable  objection  to  this,  ia,  that  the  Lord  must 
then  have  killed  and  eaten  the  Passover  twenty-four  hours 
earlier  than  the  Jews  in  general.  Krafit  (130)  admits 
this  of  most  of  the  Jews,  but  supposes,  from  the  langnage 
of  the  Synoptists,  and  from  the  multitude  of  saeiificos  to  he 
offered,  that  some  of  them  must  have  eaten  the  supper  on 
the  13th,  at  the  same  time  with  the  Lord.  But  there  is  no 
proof  that  it  was  ever  eaten  by  any  portion  of  the  people, 
except  on  the  evening  following  the  14th.  The  arguments 
that  the  Lord  did  so,  drawn  from  the  language  of  the 
Synoptists,  are  by  no  means  conclusive.  From  the  message 
sent  by  him  to  the  master  of  the  house,  {Matt.  xxvL  18,) 
"  My  time  is  at  hand,  I  will  keep  the  Passover  at  thy 
house,"  it  has  been  inferred,  that  "  the  Passover  about  to 
be  celebrated  was  something  out  of  course,"  or  before  the 
usual  period.'  But  this  is  not  a  necessary  inference.  "My 
time  is  not  '  the  time  of  the  feast,'  but  my  time,  i.  e.  for 
suffering."  '     This  interpretation  is  much  the  most  obvious 

t.  isni.  >  Giesirell,  iii.  14^ 
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and  natural.  Some,  as  ElHcott,  have  infen-ed  from  His 
words  at  tho  beginning  of  the  supper,  (Luke  xxii.  15,) 
"With  desire  I  have  desired  to  eat  this  Passover  with  you 
before  I  suffer,"  that  He  designs  to  designate  the  Pass- 
over as  a  peculiar  one.  But  its  peculiarity  did  not  aeces- 
sarily  consist  in  its  being  celebrated  earlier  than  was  visual, 
but  in  the  fact  that  it  was  the  last. 

None  of  the  advocates  of  this  view  meet  in  any  satbfac- 
tory  way  the  statement  of  Luke,  "Then  came  the  day  of 
unleavened  bread,  when  the  Passover  must  be  killed ; " 
and  of  Mark,  "And  the  first  day  of  unleavened  bread  when 
they  killed  the  Passover,  His  disciples  said,"  &c.  We  can- 
not, without  doing  great  violence  to  this  language,  make  it 
refer  to  the  13th  of  Nisan,  since  neither  according  to  the 
laiv  nor  to  usage,  was  the  paschal  lamb  slain  on  that  day. 
And  the  difficulty  is  increased  since,  according  to  the  law, 
(Dent.  xvi.  5,  6,)  the  lamb  could  not  be  sacrificed  anywhere 
else  than  in  the  temple.'  It  is  incredible  that  the  priests 
would  have  permitted  the  time  to  have  boen  anticipa- 
ted by  a  day  in  this  single  instance.  The  supposition  of 
Ellicott,'  that  the  time  specified  for  killing  the  lamb,  viz., 
"between  the  evenings,"  maybe  understood  to  mean  be- 
tween the  eves  of  Nisan  14th  and  Nisan  15th,  is  wholly 
without  proof.'  The  whole  tenor  of  the  synoptical  narra- 
tives makes  irresistibly  upon  us  the  impression,  that  the 
disciples  prepared,  and  the  Lord  ate,  the  Passover,  at  the 
same  time  when  it  was  prepared  and  eaten  by  the  people  at 
large.  The  truth  is  well  expressed  by  Robinson : '  "  Their 
language  is  full,  explicit,  and  decisive,  to  the  effect  that  our 
Lord's  last  meal  with  His  disciples  was  the  regular  and 
ordinary  paschal  supper  of  the  Jews,  introducing  the  festi- 
val of  unleavened  bread  on  the  evening  after  the  14th 
day  of  Nisan." 
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Taking,  then,  as  established,  that  the  Synoptista  make 
the  supper  eaten  by  the  Lord  to  have  been  the  true  paschal 
supper,  let  us  considev  in  detail  the  statements  of  John 
tliat  bear  upon  tho  point.  The  first  of  these  ive  find  in  xiii. 
1;  "Now  before  the  feast  of  the  Passover,  when  Jesus 
knew  that  His  hour  was  come,"  i&c.  The  chronological' 
value  of  this  passage  depends  upon  the  relation  in  which 
the  clause,  "before  the  feast  of  the  Passover,"  stands  to 
tho  supper  subsequently  mentioned,  at  which  the  Lord 
washed  the  feet  of  the  disciples.  But  before  we  can  exam- 
ine this  point,  we  must  consider  tho  opinion  of  those  who 
make  this  a  supper  previous  to  tho  paschal  supper,  and 
one  not  mentioned  at  all  by  the  Synoptista, 

Tho  chief  argaments  urged  by  those  who  would  make 
the  supper  of  John  distinct  from  the  paschal  supper  of  the 
Synoptists,  are,  1st,  that  it  is  not  described  by  him  as  a 
paschal  meal;  2d,  that  it  is  said  to  have  been  "before  the 
feast  of  the  Passover ; "  3d,  that  the  interpretation  of  the 
Lord's  words  to  Judas,  (v.  29,)  by  the  disciples,  shows  that 
the  Passover  was  still  future ;  4th,  that  the  language  of 
Jesus  at  this  supper,  (xiv.  31,}  "Arise,  let  us  go  hence," 
refers  to  His  departure  to  Jerusalem  to  keep  the  feast  upon 
the  following  day;  5th,  tliat  tho  act  of  washing  the  feet 
was  incongruous  with  the  paschal  supper;  6th,  that  the 
statement,  (John  xiii.  27,)  that  Satan,  after  the  sop,  en- 
tered into  Judas,  is  identical  with  Luke's  statement,  (xxii. 
3,)  and  must  therefore  have  been  previous  to  the  paschal 
supper.'  But  those,  who,  upon  the  above  grounds,  deny 
tho  supper  of  John  to  be  the  paschal  meal,  are  by  no  means 
agi'eed  when  it  took  place.  Some  put  it  upon  Wednesday 
evening.'  Lightfoot  puts  it  on  Tuesday  evening,  identify, 
ing  it  with  that  supper  at  Bethany  when  the  Lord  was 

'  See  Bengel  in  loco ;   Krairt,12r,;  Jariis,UZ;  Wiehelhaus,  154. 
'  So  Bengel,  Krafi^  Wicbelhaus.    See  Byaaeus,  De  Morle  Jesu  Christi,  i. 
aS6,  for  an  elaborate  defence  of  this  vicir. 
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anointed,  {Matt.  xx\i.  6,)  which  he  distinguishes  from  that 
in  John  xii.  2. 

Upon  the  other  Iiand,  it  is  said  that  this  supper  wag  the 
paschal  supper,  and  so  to  be  identified  with  that  of  the 
SjTioptists,  upon  the  following  grounds  ■  1st  Through  the 
designation  of  Jadas  by  the  Lord  a  he  that  &ho  Id  bet  ly 
Him.  (Compare  John  xiii.  21-30  -n  th  Matt  xii  1  25, 
Mark  xiv.  18-21,  Luke  xxit.  21  23)  1  Th  o  gh  the 
prophecy  that  Peter  should  thnce  leny  H  m,  and  of  the 
crowing  of  the  cock,  (Compare  John  xm  38  th  Matt, 
xxvi,  34,  Luke  xxii.  34.)  3d.  Tl  ro  gl  the  co  nect  o  1  e- 
tween  the  Lord's  words  recorded  n  John  chaj  ^  xiv  xv, 
xvi.,  showing  that-  they  were  all  spoken  at  once  4th. 
Through  the  statement,  (Luke  xxi  24 )  tl  tt  at  tl  e  i  ^s  hal 
supper  there  was  a  strife  among  them  who  sho  II  be  ac- 
counted greatest,  and  which  serves  to  e  f li  Ha  conduct 
in  washing  His  disciples'  feet.    (C  mpire  Job    xu    13  1  ). 

TTpoa  these  grounds  most  of  the  modem  co  n  nentitors 
have  arrayed  themselves  In  favor  of  tl  e  lent  ficat  on  of 
this  supper  ia  John  with  the  supper  of  the  bynoptists,  A 
careful  examination  of  the  arguments  justifies  this  conclu- 
sion. That  the  supper  is  not  expressly  named  as  the 
paschal  supper,  does  not  show  that  it  was  a  common  meal. 
Rather  it  is  supposed  to  be  something  well  known  and 
familiar  to  the  reader ;  the  supper  by  way  of  eminence. 

Returning  now  to  the  interpretation  of  John  xiii.  1—4, 
we  ask  to  what  doea  the  introductory  chronological  notice, 
"before  the  feast  of  the  Passover,"  refer?  Oar  answer 
must  depend  upon  the  relation  in  which  v.  1  stands  to  the 
verses  following.  That  it  forms  a  sentence  complete  in  il^ 
self,  and  grammatically  independent  upon  what  follows,  is 
generally  admitted.'     If  so,  the  words,  "  before  the  feast  of 

'  Tholuck,  Graswoll,  Alford,  Meyer,  Tischendorf,  Robicsoo,  Friedlieb,  aud 
others. 

'  Meyer,  Lunge,  BobJoBoi!,  Alfocd,  Tiflchendorf, 
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the  Passover,"  would  seem  to  qualify  either  tho  participle 
(iSuis,  or  ayaTTT/a-ai.  If  tlie  foiiner,  the  meaning  would  be, 
that  Jesus,  knowing  before  tho  feast  that  His  hour  waa 
come,  and,  having  Joved  His  own,  continued  to  love  them 
to  the  end ;  and  at  the  feast,  i.  e.  the  paschal  supper  now 
present,  gives  them  a  new  proof  of  His  love.  This  inter- 
pretation is  iu  perfect  harmony  with  the  whole  narrative. 
Before  Jesus  left  Galilee,  He  announced  His  departnre  as 
at  band,  {Matt.  xvii.  22,)  and  again  after  He  left  Ephraim, 
(xx.  17.)  Two  days  before  the  feast.  He  repeated  that  at 
the  Passover  He  should  be  betrayed,  (Matt,  xxvi.  2.)  And 
now  the  feast  had  come,  and  with  it  "  His  hour."  He, 
knowing  all  this,  gives  at  this  introductory  supper  of  the 
feast,  a  new  and  last  proof  of  the  love  with  which  He  had 
loved  them.  With  the  full  knowledge  that  the  hour  of  His 
arrest  and  death  had  come,  and  that  Ho  no  more  should 
thna  meet  His  disciples,  He  shows  them,  in  the  most  ex- 
pressive way,  how  great  and  unchangeable  His  affection 
for  them.  In  this  way  the  abrupt  and  incidental  mention 
of  the  sapper  (v.  2)  is  readily  explained ;  and  that  it  was 
the  paschal  supper  follows  from  the  whole  connection  of 
the  thought. 

The  meaning  is  thus  given  by  Norton  in  his  translation : 
"  But  Jesus,  before  the  feast  of  the  Passover,  knew  that 
the  hour  had  come  for  Him  to  pass  from  the  world  to  the 
Father ;  and  having  loved  His  own  who  were  to  remain  in 
this  world.  He  loved  them  to  the  last." ' 

If  we  connect  the  clause,  "  before  the  feast  of  the  Pass- 
over," with  ayaTnjtrns,  the  meaning  is,  Jesus,  having  loved 
His  own  down  to  this  time,  or  to  the  Passover  which  was 
now  come,  and  knowing  that  the  hour  of  His  death  was  at 
band,  continues  to  love  them,  even  to  the  end ;  and  now 
gives  a  fresh  proof  of  it  at  the  paschal  supper.  Here,  as 
before,  it  is  implied  tliat  this  supper,  at  the  beginning  of  the 
■  See  also  Luttardl,  ii,  £74. 
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feast,  was  the  last  opportunity  He  should  have  of  manifest- 
ing His  love.  In  this  construction  the  antithesis  between 
"before  the  feast"  and  "to  the  end,"  ia  most  clearly 
brought  out.  The  love  which  He  had  felt  to  His  own  he- 
fore  the  feast,  continued  firm  to  the  end,  and  was  shown  in 
the  act  of  washing  the  disciples'  feet.'  Still,  the  former  ex- 
planation is  to  be  preferred. 

This  clause  is,  however,  said  by  many  to  qualify  the 
whole  narrative)  and  not  to  belong  to  «t8ius  or  ayairijcras ; 
thus  making  the  supper,  and  all  that  then  took  place,  to 
have  been  before  the  Passover.'  It  is  said  that  it  could 
not  have  been  the  paschal  supper  on  the  evening  following 
the  14th  Nisan,  but  a  supper  probably  on  the  previous 
evening,  or  that  following  the  13th.'  But  of  this,  Norton 
{note  in  loco)  justly  says :  "  It  ia  a  very  forced  interpreta- 
tion to  regard  the  words  '  before  the  feast  of  the  Passover,' 
as  inteaded  to  fix  the  date  of  what  follows.  Supposing  the 
night  to  which  the  succeeding  narrative  relates  not  to  be 
the  night  of  the  Passover,  St.  John  has  in  the  second  verse 
abruptly  introduced  the  mention  of  a  supper  in  a  manner 
in  which  it  cannot  readily  be  believed  that  any  writer 
would."  From  the  preposition  "before,"  Trpo,  we  con- 
clude, then,  that  nothing  definite  in  regard  to  the  time  of 
the  supper  can  bo  determined.  Supposing  all  between 
V.  1  and  V.  4  to  be  stricken  out,  and  the  statement  to  read, 
"  Now  before  the  feast  of  the  Passover,  &c..  He  riseth  from 
supper  and  laid  aside  his  garments,"  it  would  still  remain 
probable  that  the  paschal  supper  was  meant.  The  pre- 
sumption is  veiy  strong,  that  this  meal,  thus  incidentally 

■  See  Wieseler,  379 ;  Tholnck  in  loco ;  Robinson,  Har.  SIT. 

'  Meyer  nnd  Alford. 

'  That  thoforiQ  of  expression,  "Before  thefeast  of  the  Passover,"  deaotes 
the  day  before  (he  Paasover,  pridie  FaschaUs,  is  affirmed  by  Bynaeue  ;  who, 
however,  doos  not  make  this  the  PaBchat  snpper.  See  Wieseler,  379,  wlio 
denies  that  the  expression  can  be  thus  understood. 


aavGoOgle 


THE    SOrrSK    OF    JOHN    THE   PASCHAL    SUI'PEK.  445 

mentioned,  must  have  iDCca  that  so  prominently  and  in- 
separably associated  with  the  feast. 

An  additional  proof  that  this  was  not  the  paschal  sup- 
per is  found  by  many '  in  the  fact  mentioiied,  {John  xiii. 
29,)  that  none  of  the  dUuiplea  knew  what  the  Lord  bad 
said  to  Judas  at  the  table,  but  some  of  them  sttpposod  He 
had  told  him  to  buy  what  was  necessary  for  the  feast,  or  to 
give  something  to  the  poor.  It  is  said,  if  the  disciples  were 
now  eating  the  feast,  no  one  could  have  thought  that  Judas 
went  out  for  this  purpose.  Besides,  the  day  following  the 
paschal  supper,  or  15th  Kisan,  was  a  feast  sabbath,  when 
nothing  could  be  bought ;  nor  could  any  purchases  be 
made  upon  that  evening,  as  all  shopkeepers  would  be  en- 
gaged keeping  the  feast  j  nor  could  ^fts  then  be  g^ven  to 
the  poor.  Thence  it  follows  that  this  supper  was  previous 
to  the  be^nning  of  the  feast.  Bat  this  inference  is  not 
well  grounded.  The  feast  continued  seven  days,  and  em- 
braced various  sacrifices  and  offerings  other  than  the  paschal 
Iamb.  It  is  not  at  all  improbable  that  a  master  of  a 
family,  speaking  at  this  first  meal,  should  thus  refer  to  the 
provision  to  bo  made  for  the  further  keeping  of  the  feast. 
Judas,  as  the  treasurer  of  the  body  of  apostles,  was  in  this 
ease  the  person  to  make  such  provision.  And  the  fact,  that 
he  went  out  immediately  after  the  Lord  had  spoken  to 
him,  would  naturaily  suggest  to  others  that  something 
necessary  to  the  feast  was  to  be  at  once  procured.  The 
statement  that  nothing  could  be  purchased  upon  a  feast 
sabbath,  is  byno  means  certain.  It  appears  rather,  that 
the  purchase  and  preparation  of  food  were  allowable  on  all 
feast  days,  though  not  on  the  ^t  of  the  Atonement.'  That 
Judas  should  go  out,  as  some  supposed,  to  give  something 
to  the  poor,  indicates  a  special  urgency,  which  may  be  beat 
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explained  as  referring  to  some  gifts  to  be  sacrificiaily  used 
on  the  morrow,  and  therefore  to  be  made  at  once. 

A  careful  examination  of  this  passage  seems  rather  to 
prove  that  this  was  the  paschal  supper,  than  to  disprove  it. 
The  disciples  heard  the  Lord  say  to  Judas,  "That  thou 
doest  do  quickly."  He  immediately  arises  and  goes  out, 
and  "  it  was  night."  Suppodng  this  to  have  been  a  supper 
on  the  night  of  the  13th  Nisan,  and  a  full  day  before  the 
paschal  supper,  ■would  they  connect  his  departure  with  any 
preparations  for  the  feast  ?  The  next  day  would  give  him 
abundant  time  to  buy  all  that  was  necessary.  Why  hasten 
out  at  that  hour  of  the  night  ?  So  also  he  had  then  ample 
time  to  ^ve  to  the  poor.  But  if  we  suppose  that  this  was 
the  paschal  supper,  and  that  the  next  day,  the  15th,  was 
the  fii"st  day  of  the  feast,  we  can  readily  explain  their  con- 
jectures as  to  the  cause  of  Judas'  sudden  departure.  What 
he  was  to  do  must  be  done  at  once. 

The  next  passage  in  John,  and  that  most  relied  on  to 
prove  that  the  Lord  couid  not  have  eaten  the  paschal  sup- 
per, is  found  xviii.  29 :  "  Then  led  they  Jesus  from  Caiaphas 
unto  the  haJl  of  judgment ;  and  it  was  early ;  and  they 
themselves  went  not  into  the  judgment  hall  lest  they  should 
be  defiled,  but  that  they  might  eat  the  Passover."  This,  it 
is  said,  plainly  proves  that  the  Jews  had  not  yet  eaten  the 
Passover ;  and  that  the  supper  which  Jesus  had  eaten'  on 
the  previous  eveniiig,  could  not  have  been  the  paschal  sup- 
per, as  the  Synoptists  state.' 

Two  solutions  of  this  difficulty  are  given  :  First,  that 
those  who  would  not  go  into  the  judgment  hall,  were  those 
Scribes  and  Pharisees  who  had  been  engaged  during  the 
night,  while  the  other  Jews  were  keeping  the  feast,  in 
directing  the  proceedinga  against  Jesus,  and  thus  had  had 
no  time  to  partake  of  the  paschal  supper.  Second,  that 
John  uses  the  expression,  "  eat  the  Passover,"  in  its  larger 
'  Meyer,  Bleek,  Alfori 
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meaning,  not  referring  to  the  paschal  lamb,  but  to  the 
offerings  eaten  on  the  seeond  day  of  the  feast.  The  former 
of  these  solutions  has  never  found  many  defenders,  though 
not  in  itself  impossible.  So  great  was  the  hate  against 
JesuB,  and  so  little  scrupulous  His  enemies,  that  we  cannot 
doubt,  that  to  compass  His  death,  they  woald  have  post- 
poned for  a  time  the  paschal  supper,  or  even  have  neg- 
lected it  altogether.  There  are,  however,  other  obvious 
difficulties,  which  this  explanation  does  not  fully  meet. 

We  must  then  consider  the  second  of  these  solutions. 
It  is  admitted,  that  as  the  Synoptists  use  the  phrase  "  to  eat 
the  Passover,"  <^ayeu'  to  Traaxa,  it  always  means  to  eat  the 
paschal  supper,  (Matt.  xxvi.  17;  Mark  xiv.  12  and  14; 
Lukexxii.  11  and  15.)  If  John  uses  it  in  the  same  sense, 
then  the  paschal  supper  was  eaten  by  the  Jews  on  the  day 
when  Jesus  was  crucified,  and  He  must  have  anticipated  it. 
But  the  usage  of  the  Synoptists  does  not  decide  the  usage 
of  John.  Wo  must  determine  its  meaning  from  the  way  in 
which  he  uses  the  phrase  elsewhere,  and  from  the  general 
character  of  his  wiitinga.  It  has  already  been  shown,  that 
out  of  the  nine  times  in  which  he  uses  the  word  irai/xa, 
Passover,  in  six  it  is  applied  to  the  feast  generally,  and  not 
to  the  paschal  supper  on!y.  The  meaning  in  the  other  three 
passages  is  in  dispute.  Only  in  the  passage  before  ua  does 
the' phrase  "eat  the  Passover"  occur.  The  simple  point 
is,  does  John  hero  use  it  in  its  wider  or  narrower  mean- 
ingf 

Some  considerations,  drawn  from  the  character  of  John's 
Gospei,  as  influenced  by  the  period  of  time  at  which  ho 
wrote,  may  serve  to  show  how  this  marked  distmction  in 
the  use  of  terms  between  him  and  the  Synoptists,  is  to  be 
explained.  John  wrote  toward  the  close  of  the  century,' 
and  after  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem.  To  him  the  Jews 
were  no  more  the  holy  people  of  God.    Rejecting  Jesus, 

I  Mejcr,  about  80  A.  u. 
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and  afterwards  Ilia  apostles,  tliey  had  themselves  been 
rejected.  Everywhere  be  speaks  of  them  distinctly  aa 
"The  Jews,"  formerly  the  Church  of  God,  hnt  now  cut  off, 
and  standing  in  a  hostile  attitude  to  Christ,  and  to  that 
new,  universal  Church,  composed  hoth  of  Jews  and  Gen- 
tiles, of  which  Ho  was  the  Head.'  Jewish  institutions  had, 
in  his  eyes,  been  emptied  of  their  significance  and  value, 
wnce  Christ,  m  whom  all  the  law  was  fulfilled,  had  come. 
Hence  he  speaks  of  them  commonly  as  the  institutions  of  a 
people  between  whom  and  himself  was  a  broad  line  of  dis- 
tinction. Their  purification  is  spoken  of  as  that  "of  the 
Jews ; "  the  Passover  as  "  a  feast  of  the  Jews ; "  Nicodemus, 
as  "a  ruler  of  the  Jews."  Tlie  Synoptists,  on  the  other 
band,  writing  before  the  total  rejection  of  Judaism,  and 
whilst  it  still  stood  side  by  side  with  Christianity  aa  of 
divine  authority  and  sanctity,  show,  by  their  mode  of  allu- 
Mon,  that  no  such  line  of  distinction  then  existed.  To  them, 
the  Jews  are  not  as  aliens,  but  still  the  chosen  people  of 
God. 

Placing  ourselves  in  the  position  of  John,  we  aball 
readily  understand  why  he  speaks  in  such  general  and  in- 
definite terms  of  Jewish  rites,  as  of  things  now  superseded. 
Since  Jesus,  the  true  Paschal  Lamb,  had  been  slain,-  the 
true  paschal  supper  was  kept  only  in  the  Christian  church. 
To  Christians  ho  could  say,  with  Paul,  (1  Cor.  v.  7,  8,) 
"  Christ,  our  Passover,  is  sacrificed  for  us;  therefore,  let  as 
keep  the  feast,"  &o.  The  Jews,  in  their  Passover,  had 
only  the  shell  or  shadow  ;  the  Church  had  the  kernel  or 
substance.  Hence,  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  he  would 
refer  to  any  rites  of  the  Jews  at  this  feast  with  the  care 
that  marks  the  Synoptists.  He  does  not  distinguish,  as  do 
they,  its  several  component  parts,  but  speaks  of  it  only  in 
general  terms,  as  one  of  the  Jewish  feasts.    There  is  not, 

1  See  Meyer  on  John  i  19 ;  Bleek,  24T. 
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in  the  many  timfes  in  which  he  mentions  the  Passovev,  any 
clear  proof  that  ho  means  to  distinguish  the  paschal  supper 
from  the  solemnities  of  the  following  days.  Why,  then,  in 
the  passage  before  us,  are  we  forced  to  believe  that  the  Pass- 
over which  the  Jews  were  to  eat  on  the  day  of  the  cruci- 
fixion was  the  paschal  supper,  and  that  only  ?  Why  may 
he  not  mean  the  subsequent  sacrifices?  Standing,  as  he 
does,  to  the  Jews,  in  a  position  so  unlike  that  of  the  Synop- 
tists,  it  seems  most  arbitrary  to  assert  that  he  must  use 
language  with  precisely  the  same  strictness ;  and  that  "  to 
eat  the  Passover"  must  mean  to  eat  the  paschal  lamb. 

As  has  been  said,  npon  the  first  day  of  the  feast,  or  the 
the  15tli,  thank  offerings  of  the  flock  and  herd  were  slain 
and  eaten.  There  is  certainly  no  intrinsic  reason  why  John 
may  not  have  meant  these.  At  the  time  of  liezekiah,  (2 
Chron.  xxx.  22,)  "they  did  eat  the  feast  seven  days,  offering 
peace  offerings."  But  it  is  said  in  reply,'  that  if  the  phrase 
"to  eat  the  Passover"  may  be  used  of  the  other  offerings, 
inclusive  of  the  paschal  lamb,  it  cannot  be  exclusive  of  it. 
But  this  is  by  no  means  obvious.  Passover,  with  John,  is  a 
term  denoting  the  whole  festival ;  and  why,  if  the  paschal 
supper  was  past,  might  he  not  employ  it  to  designate  the 
remaining  feasts  ?  To  affirai  that  ]io  could  not  is  mere 
aifirmation.  Norton,^  referring  to  the  oft-repeated  remark 
that  the  term  Passover  is  never  used  "  absolutely  "  to  de- 
hote  the  thank  offerings  considered  ipart  from  the  pa.schal 
supper,  observes:  "This  remark  ha^been  repeatedly  praised 
for  its  aeuteness  by  Kuinoel  and  Strauss  B  t  ra  fact,  it 
only  implies  a  forgetfulness  of  a  \  ery  co  nmon  metonymy, 
by  which  the  name  of  a  whole  is  g  en  t  i  pirt  If,  when 
the  paschal  festival  were  half  over  t  1  id  leen  said  that 
ceitain  Jews  desired  to  avoid  pollut  on  that  they  might 
keep  the  Passover,  every  one  perce    e    that  the  expression 

'  Meyer  nnd  gthere,  after  llosheini.  >  Notes  2,  46fl. 
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would  bo  unobjectionable,  though  no  one  -would  think  of 
applying  the  name  Passover  '  absolntely '  to  the  last  three 
or  four  days  of  tlie  festival." 

The  exact  nature  of  the  defilement  to  which  the  Jews 
would  be  exposed  by  entering  the  judgment  hall  does  not 
appear.  (See  Acts  x.  38.)  In  the  law,  defilements  are 
mentioned  which  were  only  for  a  day,  and  which  could  he 
cleansed  by  ablution,  (Lev.  xv.  5-11,  and  xxii,  5-7.)  It 
is  supposed  by  some  that  contact  with  the  heathen  was  of 
this  class,  and  that,  therefore,  if  the  day  of  the  crucifixion 
had  been  the  14th  N"isan,  the  Jews  could  stil!  have  cleansed 
themselves  by  evening,  aud  been  ready  to  eat  the  paschal 
suppev.  If,  however,  it  was  the  15th,  during  which  day  the 
thank  offerings  were  sacrificed  and  eaten,  they  could  not 
have  partaken  of  them.  Hence  it  is  inferred  that  the 
thank  offerings,  rather  than  the  paschal  supper,  were 
meant,  and  that  this  day  was  the  15th  rather  than,  the 
14th,'  Much  stress,  however,  in  the  present  state  of  our 
knowledge  of  Jewish  customs,  cannot  be  laid  upon  this  ar- 
gument.' 

This  passage,  then,  affords  no  data  for  the  final  deter- 
mination of  the  question  as  to  the  time  of  the  paschal  sup- 
per. If  any  think  that  John  could  not  have  used  the  phrase 
"  to  eat  the  Passover  "  in  any  other  sense  than  the  Synop- 
tists  used  it,  such  must  admit  a  chronological  difference 
between  him  and  them  which  we  find  no  satisfactory  way 
to  reconcile.  But  if,  on  the  other  hand,  we  find  it  not  only 
possible,  hilt  also  probable,  that  he  should  thus  speak  of  the 
festival  apart  from  the  supper,  the  supposed  difference  dis- 
appears. 

The  next  important  passage  we  find  xix.  14 :  "  And  it 
was  the  preparation  of  the  Passover,  and  about  the  sixth 
hour ;  and  he  eaith  unto  the  Jews,  Behold  your  King."    A 

'  So  Bynaeiifl,  iii.  IS.  «  See  Priodliob,  Arch.  102;  Bleek,  113. 
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difibi'ent  punctuation  of  tbis  passage  has  been  proposed, 
making  it  to  read  thus :  "  And  it  was  the  preparation. 
The  ho«r  of  the  Passover  was  about  the  sixth,"  '  Though 
some  plausible  reasons  may  he  given  tor  this  change,  yet  it 
involves  considerable  difiiculties.  We  shall  follow  the  gen- 
erally received  punctuation. 

Our  first  inquiry  relates  to  the  meaning  of  the  term 
"  preparation,"  ■nupatrKmyi.  It  occura  in  the  Gospel  five 
times  besides  the  text :  Matt,  xsvii.  62,  Mark  xv.  42,  luke 
xxiii.  64,  John  xix,  31,  John  xix,  42.  In  all  these  cases 
there  is  no  douht  as  to  its  meaning.  It  was,  as  Mark  ex- 
plains it,  "  the  day  before  the  Sabbath  ; "  or  the  day  in 
which  preparation  was  made  for  the  Sabbath.  Such  prepa^ 
ration,  though  not  expressly  commanded  in  the  law,  was 
yet  made  necessary  by  the  strictness  of  the  commands  re- 
specting the  Sabbath,  which  forbade  all  labor,  even  to  pre- 
pare food,  on  that  day.  (Compare  Exod.  xvi.  5.)  Hence  it 
became  the  habit  of  the  Jews  to  observe  Friday  afternoon, 
from  three  o'clock,  as  a  time  of  getting  ready  for  the  Sab- 
bath, which  began  at  sunset.'  As  they  came  more  and 
more  under  bondage  to  that  legal  spirit  which  so  charac- 
terized the  Pharisees,  and  the  rigor  of  the  origmal  Sabbath 
laws  was  augmented  by  bardensome  additions,  of  which 
many  examples  are  to  be  found  in  the  Evangelists  and  in 
Josephns,  tliis  period  of  preparation  became  more  and  more 
important.  Thus,  by  degrees,  Friday,  or  the  ■ttpixro.^pa.Tov, 
became  known  as  the  ■ira.paiT«(Mii,  or  preparation ;  as  Satur- 
day, tbe  day  of  rest,  was  known  as  the  Sabbath,  all  other 
days  being  distinguished  only  as  the  first,  second,  third,  &c. 
As  the  preparation  waa  made  in  the  aftoi-noon  of  Friday,  or 
during  that  part  of  it  which  was  known  as  "  the  evening," 
this  term  was  generally  applied  to  it  in  Hebrew  and  Chal- 
dee,  as  by  the  Germans  the  day  before  the  Sabbath  is 

1  So  Hofraann,  followed  by  LichtflDBtem,  859. 
'  Josepbua,  Antiq.,  IS.  6.  2. 
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called  Sonnabend,  or  Sun-eveiibg,  Tliua  the  sixth  day  of 
the  week  received  its  current  name  from  ita  peculiar  rela- 
tions to  the  Sabbath ;  and  impQcrKtuij  became  equivalent  to 
Friday,  and  is  unifomily  so  rendered  in  the  Syriac' 

From  this  origin  of  the  term,  and  from  the  fact  that  it 
■was  generally  used  to  designate  the  sixth  day  of  the  weet, 
and  that  it  ie  so  used  both  by  the  Synoptista  and  by  John, 
we  are  disposed  to  infer,  that  in  the  passage  before  us,  it 
means  the  preparation  day  before  the  Sabbath,  or  Friday. 
But  it  is  said,  on  tho  other  hand,  that  this  is  here  inadmis- 
sible, because  it  is  not  simply  said,  "  it  was  the  preparation," 
but  it  was  "  the  preparation  of  the  Passover."  It  must,  there- 
fore, denote  a  day  of  preparation,  not  for  the  Sabbath,  but 
for  the  feast ;  and  this  day  must  have  been  the  14th  Nisan, 
as  the  first  day  of  the  feast  was  tho  15th.°  This  of  course 
implies,  that  there  was  a  preparation  day  for  tho  feasts  as 
well  33  for  the  Sabbath,  And  this  first  demands  our  atten- 
tion. 

It  is  admitted  by  all  that  the  proofe  of  such  a  preparation 
day  are  very  indistinct.  To  meet  the  difiiculty,  that  there 
is  no  mention  in  Jewish  writings  of  such  a  preparation  day 
in  connection  with  any  of  the  feasts,  some  would  confine  it 
to  those  feast  days  that  had  a  sabbatical  character,  in  this 
case,  the  first  and  seventh,'  As  such,  preparation  was  to 
bo  made  for  them  as  for  the  weekly  Sabbath.  But  the 
main  reason  that  made  a  time  of  preparation  necessary  for 
the  weekly  Sabbath,  was,  that  on  that  day  no  food  could  be 
prepared,  whereas  it  could  be  upon  a  feast  sabbath,  Kor 
anywhere  in  Jewish  history  does  the  latter  appear  as  equal 
to  the  former  in  sanctity  and  dignity.  All  labor  but  ser- 
vile labor  was  then  lawful.  There  seems,  then,  no  gooc^ 
reason  why  every  feast  sabbath  should  have  had  its  day  of 
preparation ;  nor  is  there  any  proof  of  the  fact.     If  there 

'  Miohaelia,  U.  '  So  Meyer,  Alford,  Wiaer,  Bleek, 

=  Bleek,  Bcitrage,  120. 
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was,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  14th  Nisan,  a  period  thus  sot 
apart  and  designated  as  "the  Passover  eve,"  Ro^nson' 
maintains  that  the  expression  did  not  "  arise  until  after  the 
destruction  of  the  temple,  and  the  consequent  cessation  of 
the  regular  and  legal  Passover  meal,  when  of  course  the 
seven  days  of  unleavened  bread  became  the  main  festival." 
To  such  a  Passover  eve  the  expression  in  the  text,  "  prep- 
aration of  the  Passover,"  could  not  apply. 

Thus  we  reach  the  result,  that  the  term  "  preparation," 
TrnpatTKevri,  is  never  applied,  bo  &.r  as  we  know,  to  any  day 
preceding  a  feast,  but  is  applied  by  the  Evangelists,  by 
Josephus,  and  by  the  Rabbis,  to  the  day  before  the  Sabbath. 
Recun-ing  weekly,  this  would  readily  become  the  current 
designation  of  the  sixth  day,  and  equivalent  to  its  proper 
name,  or  to  our  Friday, 

But  we  have  still  to  meet  the  grammatical  difficulty. 
It  is  insisted  that  the  nature  of  this  preparation  is  expressly 
defined  by  the  addition  "  of  the  Passover,"  and  cannot 
therefore  refer  to  the  weekly  Sabbath.  But  itirapamcemi  is 
nsed  as  equivalent  to  Friday,  it  would  simply  mean,  this 
was  the  Friday  of  the  Passover,  or  the  preparation  day  for 
that  Sabbath  that  occurred  during  the  paschal  week.  It  is 
thus  translated  by  CampbeU :  "  Now  it  was  the  prepai-ation 
of  the  paschal  Sabbath ; "  by  Korton :  "  The  preparation 
day  of  the  paschal  week."  The  latter  observes,  "that  the 
14th  of  Nisan,  whenever  it  began  and  ended,  was  the  day 
of  the  Passover;  that  it  was  ordained  to  be  bo  in  the  Old 
Testament ;  that  it  is  so  designated  by  Josephus ;  that 
there  is  no  question  that  it  was  universally  recognized  as 
such ;  that  it  was  consequently  so  recognized  by  John ; 
and  that  therefore  it  is  utterly  incredible  that  he  should,  in 
this  solitary  instance,  have  gone  out  of  his  way  to  call  the 
14th  of  Nisan,  the  proper  day  for  the  Passover,  by  the 
name  of  the  '  preparation  for  the  Passover,'  even  if  any 
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ground  can  be  imagined  for  giving  it  that  name."  There 
is  much  force  in  these  observations.  The  law  (Exod.  xii, 
18)  says,  "  In  the  first  month,  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  the 
month,  at  the  evening,  ye  shall  eat  unleavened  bread,"  &a. 
If  then  the  14th  was  universally  regarded  as  the  Pasaover, 
(see  Matt,  sxvi,  17 ;  Mark  xiv.  12,)  how  could  John  speak 
of  it  as  the  day  of  preparation  for  the  Passover  ?  This 
expression  would  lead  ua  rather  to  look  upon  it  as  the  1 3th, 
which  only  could  be  properly  called  the  day  before  the 


Some  light  may  he  gained  by  asking  what  waa  the 
object  of  the  Evangelist  in  mentioning,  that  it  was  "the 
preparation  of  the  Passover  "  when  Jesus  was  brought  be- 
fore Pilate.  Was  it  chronolo^cal  simply  ?  This  is  poswble ; 
but  he  seems  to  have  had  a  higher  purpose.  It  was  the 
time  when  the  Jews  should  have  been  engaged  in  making 
themselves  rendy  for  the  holiest  services  of  God,  in  Ilia 
t  [1  btth  pjatn  onsisted  in  putting  His  Son 
t  tl  h  m  ful  d  tl  f  tl  OSS.  The  incongruity  of 
th      lab  tb  tl      ha     t       f  the  day,  is  thus  brought 

t    th     1         t     nt  1st 

Th   pi  p    p     t   n  of  the  Passover,"  as  used  by 

John,  does  not  then,  we  conclude,  compel  us  to  regard  the 
day  of  the  cruufaxion  na  the  day  bef  ai  e  the  Passover, 

Still  another  passige  is  found  (John  xix.  31  :)  "The 
Jews,  theiefore,  because  it  was  the  preparation,  that  the 
bodies  should  not  remain  upon  the  cross  on  the  Sabbath 
day,  (foi  that  Sabbath  day  wis  an  high  day,  ^syaXij,)  be- 

1  Wieselcr  S'"<  notes    contrn  Bleek  1" 

'  All  attsmpt  haa  baen  made  to  sboir  (Joumal  bac  Lit.,  Julj,  1850)  that 
irapaaKtun  menas  properly  preparation  t  me  nod  comprises  ihe  intBTval 
between  mid-iiar  or  the  aiith  hour,  and  sunset  or  the  twelfth.  Translated 
aocordiug  1o  this  riew,  tho  passage  before  na  would  read :  "  For  about  tha 
sixth  hoHP,  tho  preparation  tune  on  Passover  day  commenced."  Tbls  makes 
it  necessary  to  I'Cad  ai/m  (ktij  nitli  the  iota  subscript.    This  is  hardly  satis- 
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sought  Pilate,"  &c.  The  ground  upon  wliich  this  Sabbath 
is  designated  as  a  high  day,  is  supposed  by  many '  to  be, 
that  the  first  day  of  the  feast,  or  15tb  Nisan,  which  was  a 
feast  sabbath,  (Exod.  xii,  16,)  fell  upon  the  weekly  Sabbath, 
and  thus  it  was  a  double  Sabbath,  and  "  an  high  day."  This, 
in  itself  considered,  would  be  a  sufficient  and  satisfactory 
explanation.  But  no  weight  can  be  attached  to  it,  as  show- 
ing that  this  was  actually  the  case.  If  the  weekly  Sabbath 
fell  upon  the  16th  Nisan,  or  the  second  day  of  the  feast, 
a  day  distinguished  from  the  other  days  as  the  time  for  the 
waving  of  the  sheaf  of  first  fruits,  it  would,  with  equal  pro- 
priety, be  cailed  a  high  day.'  "It  was  an  high  day,  first, 
because  it  was  the  Sabbath;  second,  it  was  the  day  when 
all  the  people  presented  themselves  in  the  temple ;  third,  it 
was  the  day  when  the  sheaf  of  first  fraits  was  offered." ' 
There  are  no  data  for  a  positive  decision  of  the  question; 
and  whether  the  weekly  Sabbath  fell  on  the  15th  or  16th 
Nisan,  it  might  in  either  case  be  called  an  high,  or  great 
day.  In  point  of  fact,  this  question  is  always  decided  ac- 
cording as  the  day  of  the  crucifixion,  for  other  reasons,  is 
placed  upon  the  14th  or  15th  Nisan.  Cudworth's  assertion, 
that  "  groat  day,"  in  the  Greek  of  the  Hellenists,  is  used  for 
the  first  or  the  last  day  of  every  feast,  in  which  there  was 
a  holy  convocation  to  the  Lord,  is  not  sastdned  by  the  pas- 
sage to  which  he  refers,  (Isa,  i,  13.)  Every  weekly  Sabbath, 
as  well  as  every  feast  sabbath,  there  was  a  holy  convoca- 
tion, (Lev.  xxiii.  3.) 

Having  now  examined  all  the  disputed  passages  in  John 
usually  cited  to  show  that  he  puts  the  crucifixion  upon  the 
14th  Nisan,  let  us  notice  some  of  the  objections  made  to 
the  ]5tb.  1st.  The  improbability  of  such  a  trial  and  execu- 
tion upon  a  feast  sabbath.  It  is  said,  that,  according  to 
Rabbinical  precepts,  the  Sanhedrim  could  not  upon  that 
on,  Lkliteaalam. 
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day  have  held  a  session ;  that  they  could  not  have  sent 
armed  men  to  arrest  Jesua;  that  no  judicial  proceedings 
Tvere  lawful,  nor  any  public  execution.'  All  here  depends 
upon  the  degree  of  sanctity  that  was  ascribed  to  a  feast  sab- 
bath. It  appears  upon  the  face  of  it  very  remarkable,  that 
Matthew,  Mark,  and  Luke,  whom  we  cannot  suppose  to 
have  been  ignorant  of  Jewish  customs,  should  have  so  ex- 
pressly put  these  events  on  a  feast  sabbath,  if  they  were  bo 
clearly  forbidden  by  the  Rabbis.  They  could  not  but 
know  that  all  their  Jewish  readers  would  at  once  perceive 
the  inconsistency.  The  very  fact,  then,  that  these  Evan- 
gelists do  place  the  arrest,  trial,  and  execution  of  Jesus 
upon  a  feast  sabbath,  together  with  the  judicial  sessions  of 
the  Sanhedrim  and  the  subsequent  purchase  of  spices  and 
preparations  for  His  embalming,  gives  the  strongest  pre- 
sumptive proof  that  these  were  not'  incompatible  with  the 
character  of  the  day.  Aa  agsunst  their  statements,  any 
Rabbinical  precepts  of  a  later  age  cannot  be  considered  as 
decisive.  But,  in  point  of  fact,  it  does  not  appear  from  the 
Rabbins  themselves,  that  Jesus  could  not  have  been  cruci- 
fied on  that  day.  Bleek  (140)  admits  that  criminalB  were 
often  airested  on  the  Sabbath,  and  of  course,  if  necessary, 
by  men  bearing  arms.'  That  the  Sanhedrim  held  its  ses- 
sions onfeast  days  and  Sabbaths,  is  proved  from  the  Gamara; 
and  also,  that. on  those  days  sentence  of  death  could  be 
passed.'  That  the  execution  of  criminals  ■was  purposely 
reserved  till  the  feasts,  in  order  to  produce  a  greater'  im- 
pression upon  the  people,  appears  from  Maimonidos,  quoted 
by  Ainsworth,  on  Deut.  xvii.  13:  "They  put  him  not  to 
death  in  the  judgment  ha!!,  that  is,  in  his  city,  but  carry 
bim  up  to  the  high  Synedrion  in  Jenisalem,  and  keep  him 
nntil  the  feast,  and  sti-angle  him  at  the  feast,  as  it  is  said, 

1  Ebrard,  Bleek. 

>  Sea  Winer,  ii.  5ST ,-  also  Jobn  Tii.  S2  ;  Acts  lii.  S. 

'  See  the  citations  in  Ligbtfbol,  and  in  Tholuck  ia  Ia«o. 
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'  all  the  people  shall  hear  and  fear,'  "  It  seeme,  also,  to  Lave 
been  the  custom  of  Pilate  and  of  other  governors,  who  al- 
ways went  up  to  Jerusalem  at  tlie  feasts,  then  to  try  and 
punish  criminals ;  and  thus  it  was  that  the  two  malefactors 
were  crucified  at  tlie  same  time  with  Jesas.  The  crucifixion 
itself  was  performed,  not  by  the  Jews,  but  by  Pilate  and  his 
soldiers.  The  following  observations  of  Tholuck  seem  well 
founded :  "  We  consider  it,  therefore,  as  certain,  that  judi- 
cial proceedings  were  also  held  on  the  feast  days,  perhaps 
under  certain  legal  provisos,  and  that  this  very  period,  when 
large  assemblages  of  the  people  came  together,  was,  for  the 
reason  mentioned  Deut,  xvii.  13,  selected  for  the  execu- 
tion of  notorious  criminals," 

But  if  we  admit  that,  as  a  rule,  the  Jews  did  not  arrest, 
and  try,  and  execute,  criminals  daring  the  feasts,  still  the 
case  of  Jesas  may  have  been  an  exception.  How  great 
was  the  hate  of  the  Pharisees  and  chief  priests  and  elders 
to  Ilim,  we  have  already  had  abundant  opportunities  to 
observe.  They  stuck  at  nothing,  if  they  could  but  accom- 
plish His  death.  Here,  if  ever,  the  end  would  in  their  eyes 
have  justified  the  means ;  and  when  the  long-desired  op- 
portunity of  getting  their  dreaded  enemy  into  their  power 
came,  they  were  not  likely  to  be  prevented  from  using  it 
by  any  conscientious  scruples  respecting  the  sanctity  of  the 
day.  That  even  the  sanctity  of  the  weekly  Sabbath  was 
no  bari-ier  against  popular  passion,  appears  from  Luke 
iv.  16-30,  where  the  inhabitants  of  Nazareth  attempted  to 
put  Jesus  to  death  on  that  day.  So  also  the  Jews  at 
Jerusalem,  at  the  feast  of  Dedication,  attempted,  first  to 
stone  Him,  and  afterward  to  an-est  Him,  (John  x.  22—39.) 
Upon  the  last  day  of  the  feast  of  Tabernacles,  "  the  great 
day  of  the  feast,"  the  Sanhedrim  was  in  session,  and  ofiicers 
were  engaged  in  the  attempt  to  take  Him,  (John  vii.  37- 
52.)  Upon  the  weekly  Sabbath  the  chief  priests  and  Phar- 
20 
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isees  did  not  hesitate  to  go  to  Pilate  to  take  measures  for 
sealing  the  sepulchre,  (Blatt.  xxvii.  62-66.) 

3d.  It  is  said,  that  no  one  after  the  paschal  supper  could 
leave  the  city  till  the  nest  morning,  and  that  therefore 
Jesus,  upon,  this  evening,  could  not  have  gone  to  the  gar- 
den of  Gethsemane.  (See  Exod,  xii.  22.)  It  seems  evident, 
however,  that  this  direction  was  not  designed  to  be  per- 
manently observed,  any  more  than  the  command  (v.  11)  to 
eat  it  standing,  with  loins  girded,  shoes  on  the  feet,  and 
staff  in  the  hand.  We  know,  in  point  of  fact,  that  the  Jews 
in  the  Lord's  time  did  not  observe  these  and  other  direc- 
tiona,  regarding  them  as  peculiar  to  its  first  institution. 

Sd.  It  is  said,  that  the  preparation  of  spiees  and  oint- 
ments for  the  Lord's  embalming,  upon  the  afternoon  of  the 
day  of  the  crucifixion,  (Luke  xxiii,  56  ;  John  xix.  38-40,) 
implies  that  it  was  not  a  feast  sabbath.  Here,  also,  all.de- 
pends  upon  the  strictness  with  which  the  Jeiva  observed 
the  feast  sabbaths.  As  we  have  seen,  Maimonidee  men- 
tions bathing  and  anointing,  aa  things  that  might  be  done 
on  the  feast  days ;  and,  in  the  very  nature  of  the  case,  every 
thing  necessary  to  prepare  the  dead  for  burial  would  then 
be  permitted.  That  purchases  could  be  made  even  on  the 
Sabbath,  ia  shown  by  Tholuck,  (on  John  xiii.  1,)  if  the  price 
was  not  agreed  upon,  and  no  money  paid.  But  with  what- 
soever strictness  the  feast  sabbath  was  naaaliy  observed, 
we  cannot  question  that  both  Joseph  and  Nicodemua  would 
have  regarded  themselves  as  fully  warranted  to  perform, 
during  its  hours,  the  last  offices  of  love  to  one  who  had 
taught  them  in  express  words,  and  shown  by  His  example, 
that  He  was  Lord  of  the  Sabbath. 

That  Luke  (xxiii.  54)  should  designate  the  day  follow- 
ing the  crucifixion  as  a  Sabbath,  "  And  that  day  was  the 
preparation,  and  the  Sabbath  drew  on,"  has  been  explained 
as  showing  that  the   day  of  the  crucifixion  could  not 
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have  been  a  feast  sabbath.'  But  it  proves  only  that  the 
Evangelists,  io  conformity  with  Jewish  opinion,  regarded 
the  weekly  Sabbath  as  more  sacred  than  the  feast  sabbath. 

4th.  It  is  said  that  the  account  given  of  Simon  of  Gy- 
rene, (Mark  xv.  21 ;  Luke  xxiii.  26,)  who,  coming  out  of 
the  country  at  the  time  Jesus  was  on  His  way  to  the  place 
of  crucifixion,  was  compelled  to  bear  His  cross,  is  additional 
evidence  that  this  was  not  a  feast  sabbath,  he  having  prob- 
ably been  at  work.  But  if  this  were  so,  we  have  stili  to 
inquire  respecting  the  nature  of  the  work.  Lightfoot  sup- 
poses him  to  have  come  from  the  field,  bearing  wood,  which 
was  lawful  on  a  feast  day.  But  it  is  not  said  that  be  had 
been  out  in  the  fields  at  work,  nor  that  he  had  travelled 
any  distance ;  and  to  come  from  the  country  into  the  city 
upon  a  feast  sabbath  was  no  violation  of  any  law.  For 
aught  that  we  know,  he  was  a  resident  of  Jerusalem,  who 
was  casually  mthout  the  wall,  and  was  entering  the  gate 
when  he  met  Jesus ;  or  he  may  have  been  a  pilgrim,  who 
had  come  up  to  the  teast. 

6th.  It  is  said  that  the  Synoptists,  in  their  mention  of 
the  day  of  crucifixion,  give  no  hint  that  it  had  a  sabbatical 
character.  It  is  true  that  they  do  not  do  this  in  express 
terms,  but  they  plainly  imply  it.  According  to  them,  the 
Lord  ate  the  Passover  at  the  legal  time,  on  the  14th  Nisan  ; 
the  day  therefore  of  His  death  was  the  15th,  or  the  first 
feast  sabbath.  That  they  designate  it  as  the  preparation 
day,  without  making  prominent  its  sabbatical  character, 
simply  shows  what  great  importance  they  attached  to  the 
fact  that  the  Lord  died  and  was  buried  before  the  weekly 
Sabbath  began.  This  was  of  far  more  moment  to  them,  as 
illustrating  the  relation  of  the  Jewish  Sabbath  to  the 
Christian,  than  to  make  prominent  the  sabbath  character 
of  the  first  day  of  the  feast. 

We  thus  reach  the  result  that  there  is  no  real  discrep- 
1  So  Meyer. 
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ancy  between  the  Synoptists  and  John,  The  Lord  ate  the 
true  paschal  supper  at  the  appointed  time — the  time  when 
it  was  eaten  by  the  Jews  in  general,  on  the  evening  follow- 
ing the  14th  Nisan. 


Thursday  Eve,  14th  Nisan,  Gth  Apeil. 

Aa  tho  diseiplca  are  about  (o  take  their  places  nt  Luke  xxii.  21-30. 
Ihe  table,  Jeaus  obsecvea  a  strife  among  thom  for 

precedency  and  seats  of  honor.     To  rebuke  them,  He  John  xiii.  S-20. 

aroseandgirded  Himself,  and  proceeded  to  wast  their  Luke  xxii.  15-18. 

feet.    Afterward,  while  tbey  were  eating,  He  declares  MilT.  xivi.  30-24. 

that  one  of  them  should  betray  Him.     The  dedara-  Mahk  xiv.  18-31. 

Hon  creates  great  excitemeat  among  the  apostles,  Iuke  xxii.  21-23. 

and  they  begin  to  aslt  anxiously,  laiti?    The  Lord  Jons  xiii.  21,  22. 
describes  the  traitor  its  one  that  was  eatingwith  Him, 

but  wiUiout  designating  him  furtlier.    Peter  makes  a  Jons  xiii,  23-30. 
sign  to  John  to  ask  Him  who  it  wae,  nhich  be  does, 
and  Jesus  pves  him  prJTately  a  «gn ;  and  dipping 

the  sop,  gives  it  to  Judas,  who  asks.  Is  it  I?    Jesus  Matt,  xxvi,  25. 
answers  him  affirmatirely,  and  he  immediately  goes 

out,  to  the  surprise  of  those  apostles  who  do  not  un-  Matt,  isvi.  20-29. 

dersJand  the  cause.     After  the  departure  of  Judaa,  Mjkk  siv.  22-23. 

the  Lord  proceeds  to  the  iustitution  of  tbocucharistic  Luke  xxii.  19,  20. 


It  is  VGiy  difficult  to  arrange  the  events  of  this  supper 
ia  a  chronological  order,  as  no  one  of  the  Evangelists  haa 
so  narrated  them.  There  are  four  points  that  especially  de- 
mand our  attention :  the  strife  for  precedency ;  the  washing 
of  the  disciples'  feet ;  the  announcement  of  Judas'  treachery 
and  his  departure  ;  and  the  institution  of  the  eucharist. 

Luke  alone  mentions  that  there  was  "a  strife  among 
them,  which  of  them  should  he  accounted  gi-eatest."  When 
during  the  supper  did  thia  occur?  This  Evangelist  nar- 
rates in  the  following  order  :  first  the  Pa^over  and  institu- 
tion of  the  Lord's  supper ;  second,  the  announcement  of 
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Judas'  treachery ;  third,  the  strife  for  precedency.  Many 
of  the  earlier  harmonists  follow  thia  order  as  the  chrono- 
logical one,  and  some  of  the  moderaa.'  But  thia  has  great 
intrinsic  difficulties.  It  is  scarce  possible  that,  after  tho 
discovery  of  the  treason  of  Judas,  and  with  the  solemn  im- 
pression which  the  Lord's  words  respecting  the  traitor 
must  have  made  upon  them,  and  afler  they  had  eaten  His 
sacred  supper,  any  such  strife  could  have  occurred.  And 
the  improbability  is  increased  if^  before  this,  He  had  taught 
them  l(urai!ity  by  washing  their  feet.  Upon  these  grounds 
most  af5rm  that  Luke's  order  is  not  chronological.'  Shall 
we  then  place  the  strife  at  the  beginning  of  the  feast  ? 
This  is  moat  probable;  though  some,  as  Calvin,  would 
'identify  it  with  the  incident  mentioned  in  Matt.  xx.  24, 
and  suppose  it  related  here  out  of  its  place.  Tho  strife 
may  Iiave  arisen  respecting  their  places  at  the  table,  each 
wishing  to  be  as  near  the  Lord  as  possible ;  the  degree  of 
nearness  being  an  index  of  rank  in  the  future  kingdom." 

Luke  does  not  mention  the  feet  washing,  nor  John  this 
strife;  but  the  two  accounts  combined  form  a  consistent 
whole.  The  Lord,  after  rebuking  the  disciples  in  words, 
proceeds  to  teach  them  in  a  symbolic  manner  in  what  their 
real  greatness  should  consist,  by  girding  Himself,  and  tak- 
ing a  towel  to  wash  their  feet.  Both  events  are  thus  to  be 
placed  at  the  beginning  of  the  feast.  Some,  however, 
would  place  the  washing  of  the  feet  at  the  close  of  the  sap. 
per,  and  this  has  a  seeming  support  in  our  English  version, 
John  siii.  2 :  "  And  supper  being  ended,  He  riseth,"  &c.' 

•  Patritius,  Alibrd.  '  Calvio,  Newcome,  Ebrard,  Oosteraee. 

'  Lighlfoot  Boppoaea  Uie  strife  lo  have  been  between  Peler,  James,  and 
Joho,  and  that  Pettr  began  it.  Aa  to  the  degrees  of  honor  attached  to  the 
various  places  nt  the  table,  aee  Becker's  Gallus,  Eng.  trans.,  47i. 

<  The  teit  is  disputed.  The  received  text  is  Seanoa  7(»o^raii ;  so  Al- 
ford,  Tiachendorf  has  ywaiievou ;  so  Meyer.  It  is  rendered  by  Norton, 
"during  supper;"  by  Campbell,  "while  tbey  were  at  supper;"  bjAlford, 
"  supper  being  prepared,  or  going  on." 
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There  can  lie  little  doubt  that  the  commencement  of  the 
meal  is  meant.  Some,  houover,  would  put  the  feet  wash- 
ing at  tho  close  of  the  paschal  supper,  and  before  the 
eucharistic  supper ;  and  others  still  after  tho  euchariat. 
That  it  was  at  the  close  of  the  meal  is  affirmed  by  Thom- 
son, (i.  183,)  on  tho  ground  of  oiiental  usage,  it  being  cus- 
tomary to  waish  tho  hands  and  mouth  after  eating.  "  The 
pitcher  and  ewer  are  always  brought,  and  the  servant,  with 
a  napkin  over  his  shoulder,  pours  water  on  your  hands. 
If  there  is  no  servant,  they  perform  this  office  for  one  an- 
other." In  this  case,  however,  Jesus  mu&t  have  washed 
both  hands  and  feet ;  but  it  is  plain  from  Peter's  words, 
(v.  6,  compare  v.  5,)  that  He  washed  their  feet  only.  It 
has  been  said  that  washing  of  the  feet  before  a  meal  was 
an  act  of  customary  cleanliness,  and  that,  no  servant  being 
present  to  perform  it,  each  shrank  from  doing  it,  as  imply- 
ing inferiority.'  The  references,  however,  to  the  Old  Tes- 
tament show  only  that  it  was  customary  to  wash  tbe  feet 
after  a  journey,  and  not  always  before  a  meal.  The  hands 
were  usually  washed  three  times  during  the  paschal  supper : 
after  the  first  cup  of  wine ;  after  the  bitter  herbs  and  the 
second  cup ;  and  after  tbe  eating  of  the  lamb.  It  is  pos- 
sible that  tho  feet  were  washed  after  the  first  cup,  (Luke 
xxii,  17.) 

It  does  not  appear  with  what  disciple  the  Lord  began 
the  feet  washing.  "If  He  did  observe  any  order,"  says 
Lightfoot,  "  Ho  began  with  Peter,  who  sat  in  the  next 
place  immediately  to  Himself."  This  commentator  sup- 
poses that  He  washed  the  feet  of  Peter,  James,  and  John 
only,  thus  avoiding  tho  washing  of  Judas.  Chrysoarom 
affirms  that  He  began  with  Judas ;  Greswell  that  He  began 
with  Peter  and  ended  with  Judas.  It  seems  evident  from 
vs.  5  and  3  that  Peter  was  not  the  first,  and  from  vs.  10 
and  11  that  the  feet  of  Judas  were  washed. 

'  Bcngel,  Ebracd,  Da  Costi. 
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Some  have  found  proof  that  this  was  not  the  p 
per  in  the  feet  tliat  Jesus  "  sat  down  with  the  Twelve,"  and 
did  not  eat  standing,  as  directed,  (Exod.  xii.  H.)  Calvin, 
who  regarded  thia  command  as  binding,  supposes,  there- 
fore, that  He  ate  the  Passover  standing,  and  afterward  sat 
down.  But,  as  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  Jews  generally 
sat  at  this  feast,  either  because  this  was  the  posture  of  free- 
men, or  because  they  regarded  the  commaud  of  Moses  as 
limited  to  its  first  observance,  there  is  no  good  reason  why 
He  should  not  have  followed  the  general  custom.' 

The  third  point  is  the  announcement  by  the  Lord  of 
the  treachery  of  Judas,  and  the  depai'ture  of  the  traitor. 
In  Hia  reply  to  Peter,  (John  xiii.  10,)  He  had  said,  "Te 
are  clean,  but  not  all,"  Probably  no  one  then  knew  the 
meaning  of  these  words  but  Judas.  Afterward,  v.  18,  He 
spoke  more  openly ;  still  HJs  words  do  not  seem  to  have 
made  any  special  impression  upon  their  minds.  He,  there- 
fore, soon  after  declares  in  plain  words  that  one  of  them 
should  betray  Him,  {Matt.  xxvi.  21  ;  Mark  xiv.  18 ;  John 
xiii.  21.)  This  at  once  attracts  their  deepest  attention,  and 
they  all  begin  to  ask  Him,  "  Lord,  is  it  I  f  "  In  reply,  He 
says  that  it  is  one  of  the  Twelve,  and  one  who  was  then  eat- 
ing with  Him,  (Matt.xxvi.  23;  Mark  xiv.  20;  Lukexxii.  21.) 
In  this  designation  of  the  traitor.  He  dues  not  seem  to 
refer  to  any  present  act  of  eating,  but  to  the  fact  that  he 
was  sitting  and  partaking  with  Him  at  the  same  table. 
From  these  words,  therefore,  the  ajjostles  could  not  tell 
which  of  them  was  meant.'  It  is  to  the  fulSlraent  of  the 
prophecy  (Ps.  xli.  9)  that  He  has  special  reference  :  "Tea, 
mine  own  ^miliar  friend,  in  whom  I  trusted,  which  did  eat 
of  my  bread,  hath  lifted  up  his  heel  against  me."  (See 
John  xiii,  18.)     This  prophecy  Was  now  finding  its  accom- 

'  As  to  the  early  onsfoma  of  the  Jews  in  this  reapeot,  see  Bynaeus,  i,  204. 
'  Some  would  render  Matt.  xxvi.  2S  :  "He  that  dippetli  his  hand,"  "He 
that  has  dipped  his  hand."     So  Meyer,  Couant. 
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plishment  in  one  Bitting  and  eating  at  the  same  table  witt 
Him,  The  same  truth  is  expressed  by  Luke :  "  Behold,  the 
hand  of  him  that  betrayeth  me  is  with  me  on  the  table.' 
Some,  liowever,  find  in  the  language  of  Mark,  xiv.  20. 
*'  One  of  the  Twelve  that  dippeth  with  me  ia  the  dish,"  £ 
specific  designation  of  Judas,  "  The  expression  seems  t( 
describe  the  traitor  as  particularly  near  to  Christ  at  table 
and  in  some  peculiar  sense  partaking  with  Him." '  It  h 
possible  that  Judas  may  have  been  sitting  near  to  Jesus, 
and  both  have  dipped  in  the  same  dish ;  but,  if  so,  it  it 
plain  that  the  others  did  not  yet  know  who  was  meant. 

At  this  point,  when  all  had  doubtless  suspended  eating. 
and  their  anxiety  was  at  its  height,  and  alt  were  looking 
upon  one  another,  doubting  of  whom  Ho  spake,  and  ask- 
ing. Is  it  I  ?  Peter  beckons  to  John  to  ask  Him  who  it  was.' 
To  John's  question,  " Lord,  who  is  it?"  which,  probably, 
from  his  position  as  lying  on  Jesus'  breast,  was  unheard  bj 
the  others,  He  replied,  "  He  it  is  to  whom  I  shall  give  £ 
sop  when  I  have  dipped  it." '  It  is  not  probable  that  this 
reply  was  heard  by  any  one  but  John,  Taking  a  piece  of 
the  bread  and  dippmg  it  in  the  broth,  He  gives  it  to  Judas, 
and  thus  he  is  revealed  as  the  traitor  to  John,  but  to  none 
of  the  others.  It  may  be  that,  on  receiving  the  sop,  Judas 
saw  that  his  treachery  was  known  not  only  to  Jesus  but 
also  to  John  ;  and,  knowing  that  all  longer  concealment  is 
useless,  he  now  asks,  as  the  rest  had  done,  but  mockingly, 
"Lord,  is  it  If"  (Matt.  xxvi.  25.)    To  his  question  the 

■  Alciander  in  loco  ;  Merer. 

'  The  text,  na  given  by  Tischendorf,  (John  liii.  24,)  makes  the  question  lo 
have  been  tiddressed  by  Petor  to  John,  vevei  our  Totrrip  2iiuoy  Tlerpos  koi 
Aeyei  Bury,  E»rt  tii  larir  irepi  ou  \eyei.  So  AJford,  Meyer.  The  received 
teiC  is  defended  by  Stier.  Feter  first  beckons  to  John  to  gain  his  attention, 
and  then  nsks  him,  supposing  that  he  may  know,  but  he,  being  ignorant,  aska 
Jesus.  "  Then  Simou  Peter  made  n  sign  to  tbis  disciple,  and  said  to  Iiiai, 
Tell  us  who  it  is  of  whom  He  speaks  ?  "     Norton'a  Irana. 

'  Tischendorf  and  Alford  read  0Btfnii,  Meyer  Piepas, 
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Lord  replies,  "  Thou  hast  said,"  or  in  other  words,  Thou 
art  the  man. 

There  Is  some  difficulty  in  determining  when  Judas 
asked  this  question  and  the  Lord  replied,  from  the  fact  that 
when  the  former  went  out  none  of  the  apostles  seems  to 
have  known  the  cause  of  his  departure,  (John  xiiL  28,  29.) 
Grotius  supposes  it  to  have  been  asked  tefore  Peter  beck- 
oned to  John,  the  Lord's  reply  not  being  heard, by  him; 
and  Friedlieb  puts  it  before  the  sign  of  the  sop  given  to 
John.  In  the  general  agitation  and  confusion  the  Lord's 
reply  was  unnoticed.  According  to  Ebrard,  (518,)  the  Lord 
answered  John's  question, "  Who  is  it  ?  "  openly,  so  that  all 
knew  who  was  meant,  and  then  Judas  asks,  "  Is  it  I  ? " 
According  to  some,  as  Stier,  all  heard  the  question  of 
Judas,  but  none  specially  marked  it,  as  all  had  asked  the 
same,  and  no  suspicion  seems  to  have  attached  to  him  in 
particular.  The  difficulty,  however,  is  not  with  the  ques- 
tion of  Judas,  which  might  easily  have  passed  unnoticed, 
but  with  the  Lord's  reply,  which,  if  heard,  was  too  direct 
to  have  been  misunderstood.  If  Judas  had  been  thus 
openly  designated  as  the  traitor,  how  could  the  other 
apostles  suppose  that  he  was  sent  out  to  execute  some 
official  commission?  Some,  therefore,  suppose  that  both 
question  and  reply  were  in  a  whisper,  or  very  low  tone  of 
voice,  and  inaudible  to  the  others.  This  is  possible  if  Ju- 
das was  very  near  the  Lord,  perhaps  upon  one  side  as  John 
was  upon  the  other,  as  some  have  inferred  from  Mark  xiv. 
18.  In  this  case  what  was  said  might  easily  have  escaped 
the  ears  of  the  other  apostles ;  and  it  seems  that  Judas 
must  have  been  near  Him  when  he  received  the  sop.  Ac- 
cording to  some,  both  question  and  reply  were  not  by 
words,  but  by  signs.  Others  still  suppose  that  both  were 
heard  and  understood  by  all  present,  but  that  the  apostles, 
looking  forward  to  the  betrayal  as  not  imminent,  did  not 
imagine  that  His  words,  spoken  immediately  after,  "That 
20* 
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thou  doest,  do  qaickly,"  (John  xiii.  2'7-29,)  had  any  refer- 
ence to  the  execution  of  hia  treacherous  project.  This 
is  not  intrinsic  ally  improbable.  Notwithstanding  the 
express  terms  in  which  He  had  spoken  of  His  betrayal  and 
death  at  this  Passover,  none  of  the  disciples  seems  to  have 
taken  His  words  literally  ;  and  thus  the  deagnation  of  Ju- 
das as  the  betrayer  by  no  means  aroused  them  to  a  just 
apprehension  of  the  treacheiy  he  was  meditating — much 
less  that  it  was  to  take  effect  that  night.'  They  might, 
therefore,  suppose  that  Jesus  had  given  him  some  command 
connected  with  his  official  position  as  the  treasurer  of  the 
band  of  apostles. 

Before  considering  when,  during  the  meal,  the  Lord  in- 
stituted the  eocharist,  It  will  be  necessary  to  have  before 
us  the  order  of  the  x>aachal  supper.'  1.  The  supper  opens 
with  a  glass  of  wine  mingled  with  water,  preceded  by  a 
blessing,  and  followed  by  washing  of  the  hands.  2.  Giving 
of  thanks,  and  eating  of  the  bitter  herbs.  S,  Bringing  in 
of  the  unleavened  bread,  the  sauce,  the  Iamb,  and  the  flesh 
of  the  chagigah,  and  thank  offerings.  4.  Benediction.  The 
bitter  herbs  dipped  in  the  sauce  arc  eaten.  5.  The  second 
cup  is  mixed,  and  the  father  explains  to  his  children  the 
origin  of  the  feast.  6.  The  firet  pai-t  of  the  Hallel  {Psalms 
cxiii,  and  osiv.)  is  sung,  prayer  oflered,  and  the  second  cup 
drank.  7.  The  father  washes  his  hands,  takes  two  loaves 
of  bread,  breaks  one  and  blesses  it,  takes  a  piece,  and,  wrap- 
ping it  in  the  bitter  herbs,  dips  it  in  the  sauce,  and  eats  it 
with  thanksgiving.  Giving  thanks,  he  then  eats  of  the 
chagigah,  and,  again  giving  thanks,  eats  of  the  lamb.  8,  The 
meal  continues,  each  eating  ^hat  he  pleases,  but  eating 
last  of  the  lamb.  After  this  was  consumed,  no  more  was 
eaten.     9.  He  w^hes  his  hands  and  takes  the  third  cup, 

■  LicbtenBlein,  404;   Liithnrdt.  ii.  2S3. 

s  For  this,  bco  Lighlfoot  ami  Meyer  OQ  Matf.  xxvl  23;  Friedlieb,  Arch. 
54;  Crown,  Aniiq.  i.  450. 
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after  giving  tlianfes.  10.  The  second  part  of  the  Ilallel 
(Psalraa  cxv.-cxviii.)  is  sung,  11.  The  fourth  cup  is  taken, 
and  sometimes  a  fifth.  12.  The  supper  concludes  with 
singing  the  gi'eat  Hallel,  (Psalms  cxx.-cxxvii.) 

Upon  several  of  these  points  there  is  dispute  among  the 
Jewish  writers,  but  the  order,  as  here  given,  is  substantially 
according  to  the  paschal  ritual  of  the  Talmudists.  Whether 
this  order  was  generally  followed  in  our  Saviour's  time,  is 
very  doubtful;  nor,  if  so,  is  it  by  any  means  certain  that 
He  strictly  followed  it. 

The  order  may  be  most  clearly  seen  in  its  relation  to 
the  evangelical  narratives,  if  we  consider  it  in  connection 
with  the  several  cups  of  wine.  "  Four  cups  of  wine,"  says 
Lightfoot,  "  were  to  be  drank  up  by  every  one."  The 
first  introductory  with  thanksgiving.  This  was  follow- 
ed by  the  brining  in  of  the  bitter  herbs  and  eating  of 
them ;  the  bringing  in  of  the  bread,  the  sauce,  the  lamb, 
and  the  chagigah ;  the  explanation  of  the  meaning  of  the 
feast ;  and  the  first  part  of  the  Hallel.  The  second  cup, 
followed  by  the  eating  of  the  unleavened  bread,  of  the 
chagigah,  and  of  the  lamb.  The  third  cup,  commonly  call- 
ed the  cup  of  blessing,  and  the  second  part  of  the  Hallel 
sung.  The  fourth  cup  drank.  If  the  great  Hallel  was 
sung,  a  fifth  cup.  All  that  took  place  between  the  first 
and  second  cups  was  introductory  to  the  meal.  The  feast 
proper  began  with  the  second  cup  and  ended  with  the  third. 
Except  the  partial  eating  of  the  bitter  tierbs,  the  object  of 
which  was  to  awaken  the  interest  of  the  children  prepara- 
tory to  their  instruction,  nothing  was  eaten  before  the 
second,  and  nothing  at  all  was  eaten  after  the  third.  The 
singing  of  the  second  part  of  the  Hallel,  and  the  fourth  cup, 
generally  closed  the  feast. 

If  wo  now  turn  to  the  Evangelists,  we  find  that  Luke 
only  (xxil.  I'T  and  20)  mentions  two  cups  of  wine.  To 
which  of  the  four  customary  cups  of  the  paschal  supper 


icioy  Google 


shall  these  be  referred  ?  Many  identify  the  first  of  Luke 
with  the  first  of  the  sapper.'  But  against  this  are  the 
Lord's  words,  vs.  16  and  18,  that  He  would  no  more  eat  or 
drink  of  the  Passover  till  the  Jiingdoni  of  God  should  come, 
which  imply,  that  He  had  already  eaten  and  drunken,  and 
that  the  paschal  supper  was  over."  The  words,  however, 
may  mean  no  more  than  that  He  would  partake  of  no 
Passover  after  the  present.  Meyer  insists  that  the  words, 
"Take  this  and  divide  it  among  yourselves;  for  I  say  unto 
you,  I  will  not  drink  of  the  fruit  of  the  vine  until  the  king- 
dom of  God  shall  come,"  show  conclusively  that  He  did  not 
Himself  drink  of  the  cup ;  which  abstinence,  if  this  were 
the  first  cup,  is  most  improbable,  and  that  therefore  these 
words,  which  were  later  spoken,  (Malt.  xxvi.  29,)  Luke  has 
erroneously  inserted  here.  But  it  is  by  no  means  certain 
that  the  words,  "  Take  this  and  divide  it  among  yourselves," 
do  exclude  His  own  participation  in  the  cup.  He  greatly 
desired  to  eat  the  Pi^sover  with  them,  and  it  is  not  ques- 
tioned that  He  did  so.  "Why  then  should  He  not  partake 
of  the  wine,  which,  though  not  divinely  commanded,  was 
yet  regarded  as  a  regular  part  of  the  supper  ?  Luke's  lan- 
guage does  not  at  all  forbid  the  supposition  that  He  had 
Himself  partaken  of  the  cup  ere  He  gave  it  to  the  dis- 
ciples,' 

The  similarity  of  Matt.  xxvi.  29  and  Mark  xiv.  25  with 
Luke  xxli.  18,  may  best  be  explained  by  sapposing  that 
the  latter  was  spoken  in  reference  to  the  paschal  supper, 
the  former  in  reference  to  the  eucharistic  supper.  He  kept 
the  Passover  with  His  disciples  according  to  the  law,  and 
thus  fulfilled  it.  He  would  no  more  partake  of  it,  till  it 
should  be  observed  in  its  new  and  higher  form  in  the  king- 
dom of  God.     He  established  the  eucharistic  supper,  and 
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henceforth  would  no  more  partake  of  it,  till  ali  should  be 
made  new  in.  the  kingdom.  It  may  be,  that  in  this  are 
references  to  two  distinct  ordinances  in  the  age  to  come : 
that  of  the  paschal  supper  for  the  Jews,  and  of  the  Lord's 
supper  for  the  Church. 

Some,  however,  make  the  first  cup  ofLuke  to  have  been 
the  third  of  the  paschal  supper.'  The  supper  was  then,  so 
far  as  eating  the  Passover  was  concerned,  fully  over;  and 
His  words,  "  With  desire  have  I  desired  to  eat  this  Passover 
with  you  before  I  suffer,"  refer  to  His  own  supper,  which 
He  was  about  to  establish.  Bucher  (742)  refers  these  words, 
vs.  15-18,  to  the  paschal  supper  just  ended ;  but  Matt.xxvi. 
29,  and  Mait  xiv.  25,  to  the  eucharistio  supper. 

The  second  cup  of  Luke  (v,  20)  was  that  "  after  sup- 
per," [ttra  TO  Sei^vT]Tai,  (see  also  1  Cor,  xi.  25,)  and  is  the 
.  same  as  that  mentioned  by  Matt.  xxvi.  21  and  Mark  xiv. 
23.  To  which  of  the  four  cups  of  the  supper  does  this  cor- 
respond? Many  refer  it  to  the  third.'  Of  this  cup.  Brown 
remarks :  "  It  was  emphatically  called  '  the  cup  of  blessiag,' 
because,  while  it  stood  before  them,  the  president  did  what 
we  commonly  do  at  the  end  of  a  feast — he  returned  thanks 
to  the  Father  of  all  for  every  temporal  and  spiritual  bless- 
ing, but  especially  that  of  the  Passover."  To  this  some 
suppose  St.  Paul  to  refer,  (1  Cor.  x.  16:)  "  The  cap  of  bless- 
ing which  we  bless,  is  it  not  the  communion  of  the  blood 
of  Christ  ?  "  If  this  be  correct,  then,  after  the  eating  of  the 
paschal  lamb  was  ended,  and  the  law  had  thus  been  fulfilled, 
and  the  supper  finished,  Jesus,  before  proceeding  to  take 
the  cup  after  supper,  the  cup  of  blessing,  takes  bread,  prob- 
ably the  unleavened  bread  upon  the  table,  and  gives  thanks, 
and  declai-ing  it  to  be  His  body,  gives  them  to  eit  It  had 
been  a  rule  that  the  paschal  lamb  should  be  the  last  thing 
eaten ;  but  He  now  sets  this  aside,  and  gi\  es  them  the  flch 
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of  "  the  Lamb  slain  from  the  foundation  of  tho  world,"  He 
now  takes  the  cup,  acd  giving  thanks,  gives  it  to  them,  that 
all  might  drink.  By  thus  placing  the  taking  of  the  eucha- 
ristic  bread  immediately  after,  and  in  connection  with,  the 
eating  of  the  paschal  Iamb,  we  best  meet  the  statements  of 
Matthew  and  Mark,  that  "  as  they  were  eating,  iaOunTuai 
avTiav,  He  took  bread,"  &c. 

Some,  however,  make  this  to  have  been  the  fourth  cup,' 
The  chief  argument  for  this  is,  that  if  it  was  the  third  cup, 
the  fourth  cup  must  have  been  wholly  omitted,  which  is 
not  probable.  Of  this  fourth  cup,  Brown  remarks :  "  We 
are  not  particularly  infoi-med  whether  it  immediately  suc- 
ceeded the  third,  or  that  a  certain  interval  was  between 
them.  But  we  know  that  it  was  called  the  cup  of  the  Hal- 
!el,  because  the  president  finished  over  it  the  Ilallel  which 
he  had  begun  over  the  second  cup." '  Still,  as  this  obser- 
vance respecting  the  four  cups  of  wine  was  not  command- 
ed in  the  law,  Jesus  might  not  have  regarded  it,  and  have 
sung  the  hymn  after  the  third.  If,  however,  a  cup  was 
taken  after  the  sacramental  cup,  which  is  not  probable,  it 
is  not  mentioned. 

It  has  been  a  point  much  discussed,  whether  Judas  de- 
parted before  or  after  the  institution  of  the  eucharist. 
Matthew,  (xxvi.  25,)  who  alone  relates  his  question,  "  Mas- 
ter, is  it  I  ?  "  and  the  Lord's  reply,  "  Thou  bast  said,"  say^ 
nothing  of  hie  departure,  hut  mentions  the  eucharistio  sup- 
per as  taking  place  after  the  question  and  reply.  John, 
(xiii.  26-30,)  who  mentions  his  departure  immediately  after 
receiving  the  sop,  says  nothing  of  the  eucharistie  supper. 
The  Evangelists  Mark  and  Luke  do  not  speak  of  Judas  by 
name.  "Where  then,  in  Matthew's  narrative,  shall  we  insert 
his  departure  ?  IVobably  between  vs.  25  and  26,  From 
the  expression,  v.  2G,  "  And  as  they  were  eating,  Jesus  took 
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bread,"  &c.,  some  infer  the  presence  of  Judas,  the  p 
supper  not  being  yet  ended."  But  the  expression  may  mean 
no  more  tban  that,  while  yet  at  the  table,  Jesua  took  bread ; 
or  if  the  eating  was  even  of  the  lamb,  of  which  all  were 
bound  to  partake,  the  pecialiar  position  of  Judaa  would 
justify  his  exclusion.  The  argument  from  the  Lord's  words, 
y.  37,  "  Drink  ye  all  of  it,"  as  implying  that  Judas  was  to 
drink  with  the  others,  ia  thus  stated  by  Alford :  "  It  is  on 
all  acconnts  probable,  and  this  account  confirms  the  prob- 
ability, that  Judas  was  present,  and  partook  of  both  parts 
of  this  first  communion.  The  expressions  are  such  through- 
out as  to  lead  us  to  suppose  that  the  same  persons,  the 
Twelve,  were  present."  But  Matthew  uses  the  same  ex- 
pression :  "  All  ye  shali  be  offended  in  me  this  night," 
(v,  31,  so  vs.  03  and  85,)  when  only  eleven  were  present. 
According  to  many,  this  command  that  all  should  diink,  is 
a  prophetic  warning  against  the  custom  of  tho  Romish 
Church  in  withholding  the  cup  from  the  laity,'  Periiaps 
the  right  explanation  may  be  that  given  by  Buxtoi'f,^  who 
says,  that  it  is  the  law  among  tbe  Jews,  that  all  who  were 
present  at  the  paschal  supper,  should  drink  of  the  four  cups, 
whether  men  or  women,  adults  or  children ;  and  especially 
of  the  fourth  or  last  cup. 

If  we  turn  to  the  narrative  of  John,  we  read  that,  after 
Jesua  gave  Judas  the  sop,  Satan  entered  into  him,  and  "he 
went  immediately  out."  Some  have  attempted  to  deter- 
mine, from  tho  mention  of  the  "  sop,"  to  what  period  of 
the  meal  this  event  ia  to  be  referred.  But  it  is  unceitain 
whether  this  sop,  ifiu^ioi',  literally  bit,  or  morsel,  was  of 
flesh  or  bread.'  If  of  bread,  as  is  most  probable,  it  may 
have  been  given  immediately  after  the  second  cup,  when 

1  Bengel;  ergo  J^tdas  (tdsrai.  '  Cttlria,  Aleiander. 

'  Cited  by  ByniiBua,  i.  624. 

'  The  opinion  of  Origen  and  others,  that  this  was  tbe  bread  consecrated 
to  be  the  Lord's  body,  aad  noiv  given  to  Jndas,  Is  refuted  bj  Aagustine. 
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each  of  the  company,  ■wrapping  a  piece  of  unleavened  bread 
in  Litter  herbs,  dipped  it  in  the  sauce  and  ate  it.  This  was 
before  the  paschal  Iamb  was  eaten.  Bat,  as  both  the  bread 
and  sauce  continued  on  the  table  to  the  end  of  the  meal, 
the  Lord  may  have  given  him  the  sop  at  a  later  period, 
and  no  definite  inference  can  be  drawn  from  this  circum- 
stance. 

If  Judas  went  out  immediately  after  receiving  the  sop, 
and  yet  wci'e  present  at  the  Lord's  supper,  this  supper  must 
have  been  prior  to  the  dipping  of  the  sop.  But  where  in 
John's  narrative  can  it  be  placed  ?  According  to  Stier,  it 
may  find  place  between  vs.  22  and  23.  But  there  ia  the 
greatest  intrinsic  improbability,  that  after  Jesus  had  sol- 
emnly announced  to  them,  "  Verily,  verily,!  say  unto  you, 
.  that  one  of  you  shall  betray  me,"  and  "  aU  were  looking  on 
one  another,  doubting  of  whom  He  spate,"  He  should  have 
proceeded  at  once  to  the  institution  of  this  holy  rite.  It  is 
to  be  noted,  also,  that  in  announcing  the  treachery  of 
Judas,  V.  21,  "  He  was  troubled  in  spirit,"  but  that  after 
the  departure  of  Judas,  v.  31,  Ho  sdd,  "  Now  is  the  Son 
of  man  glorified,  and  God  is  glorified  in  Him."  There 
seems  to  be  in  John's  narrative  no  possible  place  for  insert- 
ing the  institution  of  the  eucharist  prior  to  the  departure 
of  Judas.  "Where,  after  that,  it  is  to  be  placed  is  disputed. 
Some  place  it  betireen  vs.  30  and  31 ;  some  between  vs.  32 
and  33;  some  after  v.  33;  some  after  v.  38;  and  others 
find  no  place  wholly  satisfactory. 

Some  would  make  a  distinction  between  the  two  parts 
of  the  Lord's  supper,  an  interval  elapsing  between  the  con- 
secration of  the  bread  and  that  of  the  wine.'  Hence  it  is  said 
that  Judas  partook  of  the  bread,  but  went  out  before  the 
distribution  of  the  cup.  There  is  no  sound  basis  for  this 
distinction, 

la  oi'dainea  during  llie  supper,  the  use 


aavGoOgle 


i  FOKETELLs  tetek's  deniaes,  4T3 


Upon  these  grounds,  we  conclude  that  Judas  left  the 
paschal  auppev  hefore  the  Lord  instituted,  the  eucharist. 
This  point  has  heen  connected  with  questions  respecting 
the  spiritual  efficacy  of  the  sacrament,  into  which  it  would 
be  foreign  to  our  purpose  to  enter.  The  weight  of  author- 
ity down  to  recent  times,  is  in  favor  of  the  view  that  he 
was  present,  and  partook  with  the  other  apostles  of  the 
bread  aud  wine.' 


Evening  following  Thursday,  14tii  Nisan, 
6th  April. 

After  the  suppcc  Peter  makea  pruteatations  oC    Lckb  siiL  31-88. 
fidelity,  but  the  Lovd  nanounees  to  him  that  before    John  xiiL  86-88. 
the  cock  should  crow  he  should  deny  Him.    He    Miii.  rivi.  30-3B. 
teaclies  the  disciples  of  the  perils  that  await  them      Miek  liv.  20-31. 
and  they  bring  to  Him  two  bwoi  d'<    He  proceeds  to 
address  to  them  words  of  encouraf,LmLnt,  and  an     Jo^^  xiy.  1-Hl. 
Ewers  questions  of  Thomas  and  Phil  p      He  adds 
.the  promise  of  the  Comforter,  and  calling  upon 
them  to  arise  and  depart  with  Him,  He  tontmues 
Hia  address  to  Ihero  as  they  stand  around  Him,  and    Jon\  si,,  xv-i.,  svii. 
ends  with  a  poiyer. 

Matthew  and  Mark  narrate  tho  Lord's  conversation 
■with  Peter,  as  if  it  took  place  aftei-  they  had  left  the  supper 
rootn,  and  were  upon  their  way  to  the  Mount  of  Olives ; 
Luke  and  John,  as  takmg  place  before  they  had  left  tlie 

'  Wichelhaua  (257)  enumerates  as  its  defedders,  Cyprian,  Jerome,  Augua- 
tina,  Chrysostom,  tha  two  Cyriis,  Theodoret ;  and  later,  Bellarmine,  Baronius, 
Middonatua,  Gerhard,  Beza,  Bnoer,  Ughtfoot,  Bengal.  Calvin  is  nndeoidod. 
JVoiaJi7«  (amen,  tsse  «ob.  nego  Jvdam  afftiUie.  It  is  ofBrmed  by  the  Luther- 
ans, but  denied  by  the  Reformed.  Of  the  later  eommentators  affirming  itj 
are  McKnight,  Krafil,  Patritius,  Stier,  Alford;  denying  it,  Meyer,  Tischen- 
dorf,  Robinson,  Lichlenst^n,  Friedlieb,  Bueher,  Ebrard,  Lange,  Wieseler, 
Riggenbach,  ElUeott.    For  an  interesting  discaseion  of  thu  point,  see  By< 
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room.  Hence,  some  suppose  that  the  conversation  began 
before  they  left  it,  and  was  renewed  by  the  way ;  and  that 
His  declaration  respecting  the  crowing  of  the  cook  waa 
twice  spoken  :  once  aa  recorded  by  the  former,  and  once  as 
recorded  by  the  latter,'  Others,  however,  who  agree  with 
these,  that  Jesus  twice  uttered  the  prediction  respecting 
the  denials  of  Peter,  would  identify  Matthew,  Mark,  and 
Luke.  Luke  does  not  naiTate  in  chronological  order.  This 
identification  is  defended  on  internal  grounds,  and  especially 
that  the  Lord's  words  to  Peter,  as  given  by  Luke,  "  When 
thou  art  converted,  strengthen  thy  brethren,"  seem  plain- 
ly to  point  to  His  words  respecting  all  the  apostles,  as 
given  by  Matthew  and  Mark,  "  All  ye  shall  be  offended 
because  of  me  this  night,"'  That  the  prediction  respecting 
Peter's  denials  Was  twice  spoken,  is  intrinsically  probable, 
and  wholly  in  accordance  with  Peter's  character.  Jesos 
had  said  (John  xiii,  33)  that  He  must  go  whither  His  dis- 
ciples could  not  follow  Hira,  This  leads  Peter  to  ask 
whither  He  was  going,  and  why  he  could  not  now  follow 
Him  ;  and  he  adds,  "  I  will  lay  down  my  life  for  thy  sake," 
Now  the  Lord  declares  to  him,  that  ere  the  cock  crow  he 
shall  deny  Ifim  thrice,  (At  this  time,  probably,  were 
also  spoken'the  words  given  by  Luke  xxii.  31-34.)  Later, 
perhaps  as  they  were  approaching  the  garden  of  Geth- 
semane,  Jesus,  addressing  them  as  a  body,  declares  that 
"they  all  shall  be  offended  in  Him  this  night."  Thia  leads 
Peter  to  repeat  his  protestations  of  fidelity,  and  to  afiii-m 
that  though  all  othei-s  should  be  ofi'ended,  yet  he  would 
not.  The  Lord  therefore  repeats,  and  more  emphatically, 
"  Verily  I  say  unto  thee,  this  day,  even  in  thia  night,  before 
the  cock  crow  twice  thou  shalt  deny  me  thrice." 

According  to  some,  the  Lord  three  times  predicted 
Peter's-  denials,  once  as  given  by  John,  once  by  Luke,  and 

'  Mojpr,  Alford,  Ooaterzee.  '  See  Bjuaeus,  ii.  6. 
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once  by  Matthew  and  Mart.'  Othei-s  atill  make  but  one 
prediction,  which  John  and  Luke  relate  in  its  place,  and 
Matthew  and  Mark  by  retrospection.'  Townsend  makes 
two  predietiona,  of  whtcli  one  occurred  at  the  paschal  sup- 
per, and  one  on  the  way  to  the  Mount  of  Olives.' 

The  words  the  "  cock  shall  not  crow,"  may  bo  under- 
stood as  referring,  not  to  a  literal  cock,  but  to  that  watch  of 
the  night  known  as  the  "  cock-crowing,"  (see  Mark  xiii. 
35,)  or  the  third  watch,  that  from  12-3  a.  m.  "  Withm 
the  time  of  cook-crowing,"  says  Lightfoot,  "  the  sliort  space 
of  time  between  the  firet  and  second  crowing."  This  would 
be  equivalent  to  saying,  before  early  dawn  thon  shalt  deny 
me.  But  the  Lord  seems  to  include  the  actual  crowing  of 
the  cock,  as  the  event  shows,  (Mark  xiv,  66-72.)  The 
second  croiving  was  probably  about  3  a.  m.  That  Mark 
should  say,  "  Before  the  cock  crow  twice  thou  shalt  deny 
me  thrice,"  while  the  other  Evangelists  say,  "  Before  the 
cock  crow  thou  ahalt  deny  me  thnce,"  makes  no  real  dis- 
crepancy. The  latter  speak  generally  of  the  eock-crowiug 
as  a  period  of  time  within  which  the  three  denials  should 
take  place ;  Mart  more  accurately  says,  that  daring  this 
period  the  cock  should  not  crow  twice  ere  the  denials  were 
made.'  The  assertion  that  no  cocks  were  permitted  at 
Jerusalem  has  no  basis.' 

The  allusion  to  the  swords  is  found  only  in  Luke.  Some, 
as  Stier,  make  this  incident  to  have  taken  place  on  the  way  , 
to  Gethsemane,  and  just  before  the  entrance  into  it.  As, 
however,  it  seems  to  be  directly  connected  with  the  words 
spoken  to  Peter,  it  may  have  occurred  in  the  supper 
room.' 

1  So  Augustine,  Groswell.  '  Newcome,  Eobinsoc,  Riggeobach. 

'  So  substantially  Patrllius. 
*  See  Friedlieb,  ArebaOl.  T9 ;  Greswell,  iii.  211, 

'  See  Alford  on  Mali.  iivi.  3i,    "  It  19  certain  that  there  were  cocks  at 
Jerasnlem  as  well  as  at  other  places."    liightfoot. 
«  So  Da  Costa,  Ebrard,  Oostoriee. 
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After  thus  warning  His  disciples  of  the  twofold  danger 
from  invisible  temptation  and  external  violence,  and  en- 
couraging them  to  trust  in  Him,  and  giving  them  the  prom- 
ise of  the  Comforter,  He,  offers  His  farewell  prayer,  the 
hymn  is  sung,  and  tho  paschal  solemnity  ended.  We  may, 
however,  connect  this  hymn  with  His  words,  (John  xiv.  31,) 
"Arise,  let  ua  go  hence,"  or  place  it  before  the  discourse. 
ITorton  supposes  that  He  rose  from  the  table  to  pray,  but 
continued  for  a  time  His  address.  That  the  discourse  in 
chaps.  XV.  and  xvi.,  with  the  prayer  in  chap,  xvii.,  was  spoken 
in  the  supper  room,  appears  very  clearly  from  chap,  xviii.  1, 
where  it  is  said,  "  When  Jesus  had  spoken  these  words  He 
went  forth — e^ijXBt — with  His  disciples  over  the  brook 
Cedron,"  which  can  scarcely  i-efer  to  a  departure  from  any 
Other  place,  although  referred  by  some  to  lEs  going  out  of 
the  city.  It  appeai-s,  also,  from,  this,  that  after  His  words, 
"Arise,  let  us  go  hence,"  no  change  of  place  is  mentioned 
till  the  prayer  is  ended ;  and  from  the  improbability  that 
such  a  discourse  would  bo  spoken  by  the  way.  We  con- 
clude, therefore,  that  the  Lord,  after  the  disciples  had  arisen, 
and  while  still  standing  in  the  room,  continued  His  dis- 
course and  ended  it  with  the  prayer.'  Many,  however, 
suppose  it  to  have  been  spoken  on  the  way  to  Gethsemane.' 
Conversation  with  His  disciples  while  journeying  with  them 
was  indeed  not  unusual,  but  that  He  should  deliver  so  long 
a  discourse  at  night,  and  under  these  circumstances,  is  most 
improbable.  Those  who  deny  this  supper  in  John  xiii.  2 
to  be  the  paschal  supper,  but  make  it  one  previous  at  Beth- 
any, place  its  close  at  xiv,  31,  when  Jesus  arose  to  go  to 
Jerusalem.  Bynaous  finds  three  distinct  discourses:  the 
first,  John  xiii.,  at  the  supper  on  tho  evening  of  Wednesday 
preceding  the  p^chal  supper ;  the  second,  John  xiv.,  on 
Thursday,  just  before  Jeaua  left  Bethany  to  go  to  Jerusa- 
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lem  to  the  paschal  supper;  the  tliird,  John  J 
on  the  night  following  the  paschal  supper. 


Evening  following  Thuesdat,  14th  Kisan, 
6'i'H  April. 

After  His  ptajcp  was  ended,  Jesus  went  with  Hie    John  iviii,  1,  2. 
disciples  orer  tlie  broolt  Cedron  to  the  garden  of  Gcth-    Matt.  xxvi.  38. 
semane,  where  He  would  awdt  the  coming  of  Judas.     Luke  xiii.  39, 
This  apostate,  after  leaving  the  supper  room,  had  gone    Makk  xiv.  82. 
to  tlie  priests,  and  with  Ihcm  miide  B.rrujigenient  for    JonN  xviii.  3. 
the  immediate  arrest  of  the  Lord.     Coming  to  the  gar- 
den, Jesus  lakes  with  Him  Peter  and  James  and  John,    Matt.  ixYi.S7-46. 
and  [Gtires  with  them  to  a  secluded  spot.    Here  He    Mark  xiv.  33-4S. 
b^na  to  be  heavy  witli  sorrow,  and,  leaving  the  three,     LuKB  iiii.  40-16. 
goes  alone  to  pray,     fietuming,  He  f  nds  them  asleep. 
Leasing  them,  He  again  prajs,  ajidinHis  agonj  sweats 
a  bloody  sweat,  but  is  strengthened  b;  an  angel.   Again 
returning  to  the  three  disciples,  He  flmlg  thera  asleep. 
He  goes  a  (iiird  lime  and  prays,  and  returning,  bids 
them  sleep  on,  but  soon  announces  the  approach  of 


The  hour  when  Jesua  left  the  supper  room  to  go  to 
Gethsemane,  cannot  be  exactly  determined.  Lichtenstein 
(411)  pnts  it  at  midnight ;  first,  because  usually  at  this  hour 
the  supper  wia  ended ;  second,  because  if  He  had  left 
earlier,  there  would  have  been  too  great  delay  at  Geth- 
semane. Greswell  puts  jt  between  eleven  and  twelve  o'clock; 
Morrison  at  nine  or  ten;  Fairbairn  at  eight  or  nine;  Jar- 
vis  at  eight.  Supposing  the  paschal  supper  to  have  com- 
menced about  6  p.  M.,  or  sundown,  the  several  incidents  of 
the  feast,  and  the  Lord's  discourse  and  prayer,  must  have 
occupied  them  tiU  near  midnight.  The  only  datum  of  time 
bearing  on  it  is  the  crowing  of  the  cock  (Mark  siv.  68  and  72,) 
and  this  gives  no  definite  restilt.     Of  the  sitoatioBof  the 
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house  where  the  supper  waa  eaten,  we  know  nothing.  Gres- 
well  supposes  it  to  have  been  in  the  eastern  part  of  the 
city ;  and,  wherever  it  was,  it  could  not  have  been  veiy  far 
distant  from  the  garden.'  We  cannot  be  far  wrong  if 
we  suppose  the  Lord  to  have  reached  Gethseraane  about 
midnight. 

The  garden  of  Gethsemane,  "valley  of  oil,"  or  "oil 
press,"  to  wliieh  the  Lord  went,  was  a  place  He  was  accus- 
tomed to  visit,  (John  xviii.  2,)  and  a  little  way  out  of  the 
city.  It  seems  to  have  been  an  olive  orchard,  and  not 
connected  with  any  private  residence.  If,  however,  this 
was  a  private  garden,  still,  as  at  the  feasts  all  the  houses 
and  gardens  were  thrown  open  to  the  public,  Jesus  could 
visit  it  at  this  time  without  hindraace,  or  attracting  to 
Himself  any  special  attention.  Greswell  hints  that  the 
family  of  Lazarus  might  have  had  possessions  there.  From 
a  compai-ison  of  Luke  xxi.  37  with  xxii.  39,  it  appears  that 
the  Lord  had  spent  some  part  of  the  previous  nights  there, 
perhaps  atone  in  prayer. 

Whether  the  site  of  the  modern  Gethsemane  is  to  be 
identified  with  the  ancient  garden,  is  doubtful.  It  is  first 
mentioned  by  Eusebius  as  at  the  Mount  of  Olives,  and 
afterward  more  definitely  by  Jerome  as  at  the  ibot  of  the 
Mount.'  Several  of  the  most  recent  inquirers  are  disposed 
to  deny  the  identification,  Thomson  (ii.  483)  says  :  "  The  posi- 
tion is  too  near  the  city,  and  so  close  to  what  must  have  al- 
waj's  been  the  gi-eat  thoroughfare  eastward,  that  our  Lord 
would  scarcely  have  selected  it  for  retirement  on  that  dan- 
gerous and  dismal  night."  He  finds  a  better  site  several 
hundred  yards  to  the  northeast,  on  the  Mount  of  OKves. 
Barclay  (63)  thinks  it  evident  that  tbepresent  enclosare,  from 
its  narrow  dim.eiisions,  can  occupy  only  in  part  the  site  of 
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the  aucient  garden,  and  finds  a  better  position  higher  np  in 
the  valley.  Stanley  (415)  Is  undecided.  But  whether  the  pres- 
ent garden  occopies  precisely  ,1  he  old  site  or  not,  it  is  cer- 
tain that  it  mnst  be  near  it.  It  lies  a  little  east  of  the  val- 
ley of  Cedron,  at  the  intersection  of  two  paths,  both  lead- 
ing in  different  directions  over  the  Mount  of  Olives.  De- 
scending from  St.  Stephen's  gate  into  the  valley,  and  cross- 
ing a  bridge,  it  is  easily  reached,  being  distant  but  nine  or 
ten  rods  from  the  bridge.  Formerly  it  was  unenclosed, 
but  recently  the  Latins  have  built  a  high  wall  around  it. 
There  are  within  eight  venerable  olive  trees,  undoubtedly 
of  great  age,  their  trunks  much  decayed,  but  branches  flou- 
rishing. "  The  most  venerable  of  their  race  on  the  face  of 
the  earth,"  says  Stanley,  "  their  gnarled  trunks  and  scanty 
foliage  will  always  be  regarded  as  the  most  affecting  of  the 
sacred  memorials  in  or  about  Jerusalem."  The  Greeks, 
envious  of  the  Latins,  have  recently  enclosed  a  piece  of 
ground  a  little  north,  beside  the  Virgin's  tomb,  and  con- 
tend that  this  is  the  true  garden,' 

The  words  of  Jesua  at  the  paschal  supper,  (John  xiii. 
27,)  "That  thou  doest,  do  quickly,"  forced  Jndas  to  do  at 
once  what  he  had  apparently  not  designed  to  do  till  the 
feast  was  over.  Perhaps  he  feared  that  it  the  arrest  was 
was  not  made  the  same  night,  Jesus  would  next  day  leave 
the  city.  Of  the  movements  of  Judas  after  he  left  the  sup- 
per, none  ot  the  Evangelists  give  us  an  account  till  he  re- 
appears at  the  garden  of  Gethsemane  ;  but  we  can  readily 
picture  them  to  oureelves  in  their  outline.  Going  immedi- 
ately to  Caiaphas,  or  to  some  other  leading  member  of  the 
Sanhedrim,  he  informs  him  where  Jesus  is,  and  announces 
that  he  is  ready  to  fulfil  his  compact,  and  at  once  to  make 
the  arrest.  It  was  not,  as  we  have  seen,  the  intention  to 
arrest  Him  during  the  feast,  lest  there  should  be  a  popular 
tumult,  (Matt.  xxvi.  6  ;)  but  now  that  an  opportunity  of- 
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fered  of  seizing  Him  secretly  at  dead  of  niglit,  when  all 
were  asleep  or  engaged  at  the  paschal  meal,  and  therefore 
without  daiiger  of  interference  or  uproar,  His  enemies 
could  not  hesitate.  Once  in  their  hands,  the  rest  was  easy. 
A  hasty  trial,  a  prejudged  condemnation,  an  immediate  ex- 
ecution, and  the  hated  Prophet  of  Galilee  was  forever  re- 
moved out  of  their  way.  All  perhaps  might  be  done  by 
the  hour  of  morning  prayer  and  sacrifice.'  With  great 
despatch  all  the  necessary  arrangements  are  made.  Some 
aoldioi's  the  Sanhedrim  had  under  its  own  direction,  the 
guards  of  the  temple,  commanded  by  "  the  captains  of  the 
temple,"  or,  aa  translated  by  Campbell,  "  offieei-s  of  the 
temple  guard,"  (Luke  xxii,  52 ;)  and  to  these  they  added 
some  of  their  own  servants,  armed  with  staves.  But  they 
must  he  attended  by  Koman  soldiers,  in  case  a  disturbance 
should  arise ;  and  to  this  end  Klate  was  persuaded  to  place 
at  their  command  the  cohort,  or  a  part  of  it,  under  its  cap- 
tain, x'^'opX"'!  t^'^*  iSuring  the  feast  was  stationed  at  Fort 
Antonia  for  the  preservation  of  order.'  Some  of  the  chief 
priests  and  elders  were  also  themselves  to  he  present,  to  di- 
rect the  proceedings,  and  if  necessary  to  control  the  people.' 
The  soldiers,  or  some  portion  of  them,  were  to  he  provided 
with  lanterns  and  torches,  probably  to  search  the  garden 
if  any  attempt  were  made  to  escape.  That  at  this  time  the 
moon  was  at  the  full  presents  no  objection.  "  They  would," 
aaya  Hackett,  (140,)  "  need  lanterns  and  torches,  even  in  a 
clear  night  and  under  a  brilliant  moon,  because  the  western 
side  of  Olivet  abounds  in  deserted  tombs  and  caves." 
It  is  possible  that  they  thought  to  surprise  Him  asleep.  It 
was  agreed  that  Judas  should  precede  the  others,  and,  ap- 
proaching Him  in  a  friendly  way,  kiss  Him,  and  thus  make 
Him  known.  This  indicates  that  no  resistance  was  antici- 
pated, 

'  Licbtenstein,  414.  '  John  iviii.  3  and  12,    See  Uejer  in  loco. 

•  Luke  iiii.  53.     Lichleuatein,  115. 
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Of  the  events  at  Gethaemane  prior  to  the  arrival  of 
Judas,  JoTin  says  nothing.  Luiie  is  biief,  and,  omiltitig  the 
choice  of  the  three  apostles  to  accompany  Jesus,  mentions 
but  one  prayer.  On  the  other  hand,  he  alone  mentions  the 
bloody  sweat  and  the  presence  of  the  angel,  (xxii.  40-46.) 
In  Matthew  and  Mark  we  find  the  fullest  details. 

Whether  all  the  apostles  entered  the  garden  does  not 
appear  ;  but  if  so,  all,  except  Peter,  James,  and  John,  re- 
mained near  the  entrance.  How  long  time  He  was  with 
the  three  in  the  recesses  of  the  garden,  can  but  be  conjec- 
tured, for  the  words  given  by  Matthew,  xxvi.  40,  "  What, 
could  ye  not  watch  with  me  one  hour  ?  "  do  not  imply,  aa 
said  by  Greswell,  tliat  this  was  the  time  actually  occupied 
in  His  prayer,  but  are  a  proverbial  expression,  denoting  a 
brief  interval.  Some  place  the  visit  of  the  angel  between 
the  first  and  second  prayer,  to  strengthen  Him  for  that 
more  terrible  struggle  when  He  sweat  drops  of  blood.' 
Others  make  the  agony  and  bloody  sweat  to  have  taken 
place  before  the  appearance  of  the  angel,  and  its  cause, 
^though  narrated  after  it.  That  the  grief  and  heaviness 
were  greatest  during  the  first  prayer,  may  be  inferred 
from  Matthew  and  Mark.  The  language  of  Luke  does  not 
permit  us  to  think  of  sweat  failing  in  Jarge,  heavy  drops 
like  blood,  but  of  sweat  mingled  with  blood.' 

The  Lord's  words  to  the  three  apostles,  after  His  last 
return  to  them,  (Matt,  xxvi.  45 ;  so  Mark,)  "  Sleep  on  now, 
and  take  your  rest,"  are  understood  by  some  as  giving  them 
permission  and  opportunity  to  sleep,  and  thns  refresh  them- 
selves to  meet  the  coming  peril,  "  The  obvious  objection 
to  this  explanation  is  that  in  the  same  breath  He  tells  them 
to  awake ;  but  even  this  is  not  unnatural,  if  taken  as  a  sort 
of  after  thought,  suggested  by  tho  sight  or  sound  of  the 

■  1  Mcjer,  Alforfl. 
'  Meyer.  Alford,  DeWette.    For  cases  haTing  poiEts  of  aimilarity,  see 
Stroud  on  Death  of  Cfarist,  35,  and  DOle  iii. 
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approacliiQg  eiicniy,"  '  Others  understand  them  aa  ironi- 
cally spoken.'  Others  still,  as  interrogatively :  "  Sleep  ye 
on  still,  and  take  ye  your  rest  ?  "  '  The  first  explanation 
is  to  be  preferred.  "  The  former  words,"  says  Eliicott, 
"  were  rather  in  the  accents  of  a  pensive  contemplation — 
the  latter  in  the  tones  of  exhortation  and  command."  It 
was  the  sudden  appearance  of  Judas  and  his  hand  that 
caused  the  words,  "  Rise,  let  us  be  going ;  behold,  he  is  at 
hand  that  doth  betray  me,"  and  explain  their  apparent  ab- 
ruptness.' Hackett  (254)  connects  them  with  the  local  posi- 
tion of  the  garden,  from  which  Jesus  could  survey  at  a  glance 
the  entire  length  of  the  eastern  wall,  and  the  slope  of  the 
hill  toward  the  valley.  "  It  is  not  improbable  that  His 
watchful  eyes  at  that  moment  caught  sight  of  Judas  and 
his  accomplices,  as  they  issued  from  one  of  the  eastern 
gates,  or  turned  round  the  northern  or  Boutliom  corner  of 
the  walls,  in  order  to  descend  into  the  valley," 


Evening  following  Thursday,  14th  Nisan, 
6  th:  Apkil. 

Upon  the  nrrival  of  Judaa  itnil  those  with  him,  Je-    Jobs  xtiii.  S-i2. 
Baa,  accompaoied  by  the  apostles,  goes  forth  from  the    Matt,  xivi  47-B6. 
garden  to  meet  him,    Judas,  coming  forward  before  the    MiOK  xiv.  43-63. 
others,  kisses  Him  as  a  agn  to  Ihem.    Addressing  Jii-    Luke  iiiL  4'J,  48, 
das,  wiA  the  words,  "  Betcayest  thou  the  Son  of  man. 
with  a  Idas,"  He  adTauces  to  the  mumtude  and  de- 
mands of  tliem  whom  they  seek  ?    At  their  reply,  "Je- 
sus of  Nazareth,"  He  answers,  "I  am  He,"  and  they 
go  backward  and  fall  to  the  ground.     Agiun  He  asks 
the  same  qiiesOon,  and  receives  the  same  reply.     Re 

■  Aleiander.    See  LichteoBtein,  414.  '  Calvin,  Campbell,  Meyer. 

'  Gi'eawell,  liL  194;  EobinEon,  Har.  151.  The  former  would  refer  Luke 
ixii.  ±6,  not  to  the  three  disciples,  but  to  the  eight  whom  He  found  also  asleep 
near  the  entrance  of  the  garden.    There  seems  no  basis  for  this. 

'  See  Mark  liv.  41.     "  It  ia  enough;"  i,  e.,  "  Yo  have  slept  enough." 


aavGoOgle 


APPKOACH   OF  JUDAS  WITH   SOLDIEES.  483 

now  requests  that  tlin  apostles  may  go  free.  As  tbej  LpkE  isii.  49-63. 
proceed  to  lake  and  bind  Him,  Peter  smitea  a  eervant 
of  the  high  priest,  but  the  Lord  heals  the  wound. 
Beholding  their  Master  In  the  power  of  Bia  enemies, 
all  the  apostles  forsake  Him  and  flee,  and  also  a  joung 
man  who  had  followed  Him.  Uc  reproaches  the  mul- 
titude (hat  tbe;  had  come  to  arrest  Him  as  s.  tbief. 

Tile  time  spent  in  the  garden  was  pi-obalily  more  than 
an  hour,  bo  that,  if  they  entered  it  about  midnight,  it  was 
between  one  and  two  in  the  morning  when  Judas  came.' 
The  Lord  eecma  to  have  met  him  near  the  entrance  of  the 
garden — whether  without  it  or  within  it  is  not  certain.  "  He 
went  forth,"  {John  xviii.  4  ;)  "  out  of  tbe  garden,"  (Meyer ;) 
"out  of  the  circle  of  the  disciples,"  (Lange;)  "fi'om  the 
shade  of  the  trees  into  the  moonlight,"  (Alford ;)  "from 
the  bottom  of  the  garden  to  the  front  part  of  it,"  (Tholnck.) 
The  matter  ia  unimportant.  According  to  bis  arrange- 
ment with  the  priests,  Judas,  seeing  the  Lord  standing 
with  the  disciples,  leaves  those  that  accompanied  him  a 
little  behind,  and,  coming  forward,  salutes  Him  with  the 
nsual  salutation,  and  kisses  lEm,  To  this  Jesus  replies, 
"  Friend,  wherefore  art  thou  come  ?  "  (Matt.  xxvi.  50.) 
"  Betrayest  thou  the  Son  of  man  with  a  kiss  ?  "  (Lube  xxii. 
48.)  Appalled  at  these  words,  Judas  steps  backward,  and 
Jesus  goes  toward  the  mttltitude,  who  were  watching  what 
was  taking  place,  and  who,  beholding  Him  advance,  await 
His  approach.  It  may  be  that  Judas  bad  advanced  so  far 
before  his  companions  that  he  was  not  seen  by  them  to  kiss 
the  Lord,  and  that  they  were  still  awaiting  the  sign.  He 
asks,  "  Whom  seek  ye  ?  "  They  reply,  "  Jesus  of  Naza- 
reth." His  words,  "  I  am  He,"  spoken  with  the  majesty 
that  became  the  Son  of  God,  so  overawed  them  that  they 
went  backward  and  fell  to  the  ground.    After  a  like  ques- 

Jesus  taken  to  Caiaphas  about  H  p.  B.     It  diubI  have  beca  later  IIjeid  this. 
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tion  and  reply,  Ila  requests  them  to  let  the  apostles  go 
free,  thus  implying  his  own  willingness  to  be  taken ;  and 
they,  thus  emboldened,  now  lay  hands  upon  Him.  At  this 
moment  Peter  draws  his  sword  and  smites  one  of  tho  tand. 
Jesus  orders  him  to  put  up  his  sword,  and  declares  that  He 
^ves  Himself  up  to  them  voluntarily,  and  that,  if  He  need- 
ed help,  His  Father  would  send  Him  legions  of  angels. 
The  healing  of  the  servant's  ^ear  is  mentioned  only  hy  Luke, 
(xxii.  51.)  Henowaddressesafew  words  to  the  chief  priests 
and  captains  and  elders,  who  had  probably  to  this  time  boon 
standing  behind  the  soldiers,  and  now  came  forward ;  and, 
as  He  finished,  the  apostles,  seeing  Him  wholly  in  tho  pow- 
er of  His  enemies,  forsook  Him  and  fled.  It  does  not  ap- 
pea,r  that  there  was  any  design  to  arrest  them.  If  their 
Master  was  removed  out  of  the  way,  the  Sanhedrim  doubt- 
loss  thought  that  they  wonld  soon  sink  into  obscurity. 
There  was  no  attempt  to  seize  them,  and  in  tho  darkness 
and  confusion  they  could  easily  escape,  Peter  and  John, 
however,  continued  lurking  near  by,  watching  the  progress 
of  events.  The  incident  of  the  young  man  "  having  a  linen 
cloth  -cast  about  his  naked  body,"  is  mentioned  only  by 
Mark,  (xiv.  51,  52.)  From  the  linen  cloth  or  cloak.  Light- 
foot  infers  that  he  Tvas  a  religious  ascetic,  and  not  a  disci- 
ple of  Jesus,  but  acaeual  looker-on.  Lichtenstein  (3D5)makes 
him  to  have  been  the  Evangelist  Mark  himself,  and  son  of 
the  man  at  whose  house  Jesus  ate  the  paschal  supper; 
Others,  John  ;  others,  James  the  Just.' 

The  circumstances  connected  with  the  arrrat  are  put  by 
some  in  another  order.  The  incidents  narrated  by  John, 
(sviii.  4-9,)  tho  going  forth  of  Jesus  to  the  multitude;  His 
questions  to  them ;  and  their  prostration ;  took  place  before 
Judas  approached  Him  to  kiss  Him.'     According  to  Stier, 

'  See  Aleiandor  in  loco.    The  mailer  is  elaborately  disouastd  b/Byiiaeua, 
'  So  Eobinson,  Alford,  Slier. 
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(vii.  277,)  Judas  was  with  tlio  hand,  but  stood  irresolute  as 
the  Lord  came  to  meet  them.  He  with  the  others  fell  to  the 
ground,  but,  reviving,  goes  forward  to  give  the  kiss.  But 
why  give  the  kiss  to  make  Jesus  known,  when  He  already 
avowedly  stood  before  them  ?  It  was  not  needed  as  a  sign. 
Stier  affirms  that  it  was  given  in  "  the  devilish  spirit  to 
mainta.in  his  consistency  and  redeem  his  word."  This  may 
be  so,  but  the  order  before  given  is  more  probable' 


Friday  Morning,  15th  Nisan,  7th  Apeil. 

Ftom  t1u>  garden.  Jesus  is  taken  fiv36  to  the  bouse  Jdhh  XTiii,  18 
of  Annas,  imd,  after  a  bnef  delaj'  here,  to  the  palace 

of  CUophaa,  the  high  priest ;  Peter  and  J  hn    11  w  Hatt 

ing  Him.     Here,  irhilet  the  cotmcil  is  assem      g  H  Hab 

is  subjected  to  preliminary  examination  ai      as  L        si 

respecting  His  disciples  and  doctrine.     T 

ha.ving  assembled,  lie  is  put  on  trial.    As  M 


Him,  He  is  adjured  by  Caiapiias  U>  tell 

M                 9-76. 

Mi               6-2. 

who  had  foUowed  Him  irith  John  to  the 

L                a. 

palace,  there  denies  Him,  and,  reminded  < 
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by  the  crowing  of  the  cook,  goes  out  l« 
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That  Jesus  was  led  from  G 

An       h  St, 

and  then  sent  by  Annas  to  Oaia 

by 

John,     According  to  Matthew, 

d        C       has, 

the  high  priest,  and  in  his  pali 

h    p             nd 

scribes  and  elders,  the  trial  to 

M    k  a  d  L  ke 

say  merely  that  He  was  led  aw; 

h    h  p         -w  th- 

out  naming  him.     The  prelim 
by  John,  they  all  pass  over  i 


in,  Krafft,  Ebrard,  Luttardf,  Mayer,  P 
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therefore  concerns  this  preliminary  examination,  before 
■whom  it  was  held,  and  its  relations  to  tho  formal  trial. 

The  Jews  led  Jesus  away  to  Annas  first.  Various 
causes  have  been  assigned  why  He  should  have  been  taken 
to  Annas,  as  that  his  house  was  near  at  hand,  and  here  the 
Lord  might  be  kept  safely  till  the  council  assembled ;  that 
he  was  president  or  vice-president  of  the  Sanhedrim,  and 
so  had  a  legal  right  to  examine  Him ;  that  he  occupied  the 
same  palace  with  Caiapbas ;  that  he  was  father-in-law  to 
Caiaphas,  and  therefore  this  mark  of  respect  was  shown 
him.  To  this  latter  relationship  tho  Evangelist  gives  special 
emphasis,  (v,  13,)  and  seems  to  make  it  the  canse  why  Je- 
sus was  led  before  him.'  It  is  apparent  from  Josephns,'  as 
well  as  from  the  Evangelists,  that  he  was  for  many  years  a 
man  of  great  influence,  and  virtually  the  ecclesiastical  head 
of  the  nation.  It  is  in  this  personal  reputation  and  author- 
ity, that  we  find  the  explanation  of  the  feet  that  Jesus  was 
taken  to  him  first.  As  the  former  high  priest,  as  father-in- 
law  of  Caiaphas,  as  an  experienced  and  able  counsellor,  a 
wish  on  his  part  to  see  so  noted  a  prisoner,  aside  from 
other  reasons,  would  sufficiently  explain  why  tho  Lord  was 
led  before  him. 

But  all  this  still  leaves  undetermined  the  point  whether 
the  Lord  was  examined  by  Annas,  If  so,  ho  is  designated 
by  John  as  high  priest,  (v.  19:)  "The  high  priest  then  asked 
Jesus,"  &c.  But  does  he  so  designate  him,  or  is  Caiaphas 
meant  ?  That  Annas  ia  so  called  by  Luke  (iii.  2,  Acts  iv, 
6)  is  not  conclusive,  for  the  question  turns  not  on  this  fact, 
but  on  John's  meaning.  Nowhere  in  his  Gospel  docs  this 
Evangelist  call  Annas  the  high  priest.  This  oflice  was  held 
by  Caiaphas,  (xi,  49  and  61,)  That  a  distinction,  based 
upon  ofBcial  position,  is  taken  in  the  passage  before  us  be- 
tween Annas  and  Caiaphas,  is  apparent.  Of  the  latter  it  is 
expres.sly  said  that  he  was  high  priest,  (see  also  v.  24  ;)  of 

■  Ellicolt,  !S5, 1.  a  Antiq.,  30.  9.  1. 
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the  former  that  he  was  father-in-law  of  the  high  priest. 
When  he  then,  immediately  after,  speats  of  the  palace  of 
the  high  priest,  whose  palace  is  meant  ?  Obviously  that 
of  Caiaphaa.  This  seems  the  only  natural  and  unforced  in- 
terpretation of  the  languaga  The  remark  of  Neander,  re- 
peated by  Stier,  that,  by  being  styled  the  "  high  priest  of 
that  year,"  Caiaphas  is  not  designated  as  the  high  priest, 
and  is  distinguished  from  other  high  priests,  has  little 
force. 

The  argument  that  tends  most  strongly  to  show  that 
Annas  is  called  high  priest,  is  drawn  from  the  statement 
(v.  15)  that  Simon  Peter  was  following  Jesus  with  John, 
and  that  they  went  in  with  Him  into  the  palace  of  the  high 
priest.  As  they  led  Him  to  Annas  first,  it  is  inferred  that 
the  disciples  followed  Him  thither,  and  that  what  is  said  in 
vs.  15-23  must  be  the  account  of  what  there  took  place.' 
But  if  this  visit  to  Annas  was  brief,  and  had  no  important 
bearing  on  what  followed ;  and  was  to  gratify  his  curiosity, 
or  to  get  his  advice,  or  to  find  a  place  of  temporary  secur- 
ity, we  can  readily  see  why  it  is  so  briefly  mentioned,  and 
why  the  disciples  are  not  said  to  have  entered  his  palace. 

If  we  turn  to  the  esamination  itself,  all  the  circum- 
stances indicate  that  it  was  before  Caiaphas,  the  legal  high 
priest :  the  mention  of  his  palaeo,  the  character  of  his  ques- 
tions, the  lact  that  the  Lord  answers  him,  and  the  conduct 
of  the  officer.  But  does  not  the  statement  (v.  24)  that 
"  Annas  sent  (aTreoTEiXet')  Him  bound  unto  Caiaphas,  the 
high  priest,"  show  that  this  sending  was  after  the  examinai- 
tion  previously  mentioned  ?  (vs.  19-23.)  All  hero  depends 
upon  the  point  whether  ajrforeiXn'  can  be  translated,  as  in 
our  version,  "  had  sent."  '     It  is  easily  comprehensible  that 

'  So  LutbordC,  ii.  S8S. 

'  Wiaer  (Gram.  216)  leares  tho  point  undecided ;  bo  Buttoan,  New  Teal. 
Gram.  17S.  In  fator  of  this  tracalatiop,  Tholuck,  Db  Wetla,  EraOl,  Robin- 
son, Norton,  Gresvrel],  Campliell. 
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Jobn,  not  having  explicitly  mentioned  this  sending  to  Caia- 
phas,  should  give  this  supplementary  statement.  Still,  some 
find  the  key  to  this  verae  in  the  word  "bound,"  as  refer- 
ring back  to  va.  22,  23.  Annas  had  sent  Him  to  Caiapbaa 
bound ;  yet  the  high  priest  permits  Him,  thus  helpless,  to  be 
smitten  in  his  presence.  In  this  way  the  statement  comes 
in  parenthetically,  and  in  its  right  place,  "  The  fact  is  men- 
tioned here  because  this  indignity  and  prejudgment  of  the 
case  of  Jesus  led  to,  and  countenanced,  the  indignity  just 
before  mentioned."  '  Perhaps  the  more  natural  position 
of  V.  24  would  be  after  v.  13,  where  some  would  place  it. 
If,  however,  we  translate  it,  "Annas  sent  Him  bound  to 
Caiaphaa,"  the  difficulty  of  its  present  portion  is  not  thereby 
removed.  Why  is  this  fact  mentioned  here  ?  No  account 
is  given  of  what  took  place  before  Caiaphas,  but  v.  25  re- 
Bumcs  the  nari'atiye  of  Peter's  denials  in  the  palace  of  the 
high  priest,  and  v.  28  simply  announces  that  tbey  led  Jesus 
from  Caiaphas  to  the  hall  of  judgment.  In  -whatever  point 
of  view  we  regard  it,  the  position  of  v.  24  is  peculiar  ;  but 
its  rofcrenco  to  what  had  taken  place  seems  best  to  explain 
the  nan-ativo. 

We  reach  the  same  result  by  comparing  the  statements 
of  the  Evangelists  respecting  the  place  where  Peter  was 
when  he  thrice  denied  the  Lord.  It  was,  according  to 
John,  {xviii.  15,)  in  the  palace  of  the  high  priest,  or,  more 
properly,  in  the  court — auXij — where  a  fire  of  coals  had 
been  made,  (vs.  18  and  25.)  Mark  (siv.  54  and  67)  men- 
tions the  same  court  and  fire ;  and  so  Luke,  {sxii.  55,  66.) 
From  Matthew  (xxvi.  51)  it  appears  that  this  palace  was 
that  of  Caiaphas,  and  from  vs.  69-75  that  here  Peter  made 
the  denials.  If,  then,  all  these  denials  were  made  in  the 
same  court,  and  this  was  that  of  Annas,  they  must  have 
been  made  during  tlie  preliminary  examination,  and  before 

■  Korton,  ii.  40S.    See  also  Bcngcl  in  loco. 
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Jesua  was  led  to  Caiaplias.  But  this  is  in  opposition  to 
Matthew,  who  makes  the  Court  to  have  been  that  of  Caia- 
phas.  Hence  some'  find  an  irreconoilaWe  discrepancy  be- 
tween Matthew  and  John.  To  avoid  this  difficulty,  many 
■would  make  this  palace,  which  in  all  probability  was  the 
high  priest's  official  residence,  to  have  been  occapied  by 
Annas  and  Caiaphas  in  common.  The  first  esainination 
may  thus  have  been  before  Anoaa  in  one  apartment,  and 
the  formal  trial  before  Caiaphas  and  the  Sanhedrim  in  an- 
other— Peter  remaining  all  the  while  in  the  court.'  In 
this  supposition  of  a  common  re»dence,  there  is  nothing  at 
all  improbable  in  itself.  Still,  the  statement  that  He  was 
taken  to  Annas  first,  and  then  sent  by  Annas  to  Caiaphas 
bound,  seems  to  imply  more  than  that  He  was  taken  to 
their  joint  residence,  and  then  transferred  from  one  apart- 
ment to  another.  We  conclude,  therefore,  that  they  had 
distinct  palaces,  and  that  what  John  relates  (xviii.  15-27) 
took  place  in  that  of  Caiaphas. 

The  order  of  those  °  who  suppose  that  Annas  and  Caia- 
phas occupied  diffei'ent  palaces,  and  yet  that  the  first  ex- 
amination was  before  Annas,  and  that  the  denials  of  Peter 
were  during  this  examination,  and  before  Jesns  was  sent  to 
Caiaphas,  cannot  be  reconciled  with  the  statements  of  Mat- 
thew; nor  can  we  accept  their  solution  that  these  state- 
ments are  corrected  by  John,  who  saw  their  inaccuracy. 
That,  after  Jesus  was  led  to  Caiaphas,  Peter  did  not  remain 
behind  and  complete  hia  denials,  appears  plainly  from  Luke 
xxii.  61,  where  it  is  said  that  the  Lord  turned  and  looked 
upon  him  after  the  third  denial,  Jesus  must  then  have 
remained  in  the  court  of  Annas  till  the  second  cock-crow- 
ing.   This  would  put  the  sending  to  Caiaphas,  and  subse- 

1  Meyer,  Bleek, 

'  SoSticr,  Langc.  Ebraiil,  LiclitenSteiQ,  Alford,  Ellioott. 

'  So  OlshauseD,  Wieseler. 
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quent  proceedings,  mucli  later  than  the  tenor  of  the  narra- 
tive warrants. 

The  assertion  of  many,  that  Luke,  who  does  not  mon- 
tion  his  name,  intends  to  designate  Annas  as  the  high 
priest,  (xxii.  54,)  has  no  safdcient  baas.  That  he  docs 
(iii,  2)  speak  of  both  Annas  and  Caiaphas  as  high  pricst.a, 
and  in  Acts  {iv.  6)  names  C^aphas  without  any  official  title, 
but  calls  Annas  the  high  priest,  does  not  show  that  Annas 
is  here  meant.  There  is  no  question  that  Caiaphas  was  the 
legal  and  acting  high  priest.  As  such  he  is  designated  by 
Matthew  and  Mark,  and  as  such  he  takes  the  lead  in  all 
the  judicial  proceedings  against  Jesus.  Of  these  fects 
Luke  could  not  be  ignorant.  Ho  himself  names  Caiaphas 
high  priest.  The  presumption  is  therefore  very  strong 
that  he  alludes  to  him  here,  and  that  all  he  relates  (vs.  54- 
65)  was  in  his  palace. 

We  conclude,  then,  that  Jesus  was  sent  to  Annas  first, 
but  not  examined  by  him ;  that  He  was  soon  sent  from  An- 
nas to  Caiaphas ;  that  the  two  had  distinct  palaces ;  that 
the  examination  {John  xviii.  19-23)  was  before  Caiaphas; 
that  to  this  palace  Peter  followed ;  that  here  were  all  his 
denials ;  and  that  thus  the  EvangoHsts  arc  harmonized.' 

Wc  may  then  arrange  these  events  in  the  following 
order : — Jesus,  being  arrested,  is  led  first  to  Annas.  Here 
He  remains  but  a  short  period,  and  is  sent  by  Annas  to 
Cephas,  in  whose  palace  the  trial  was  to  take  place.'  Be- 
cause thi.s  sending  to  Annas  had  no  important  bearings  on 
the  ti-ial  itself,  it  is  pissed  over  by  the  Synoptists.  But  as 
some  interval  necessarily  elapsed  ere  all  the  members  of 
the  Sanhedrim  could  be  a^embled,  Caiaphas  takes  upon 
himself  to  ask  Him  some  questions  respecting  His  disciples 

■  Lightfoot,  Lardncr,  Bjnaous,  Orotins,  Whitby,  Newcome,  Norlon,  Eoh- 
ioson,  Greswell,  Kmlil,  Pribdlieb,  Da  Coata. 

>  As  to  tbe  tradiHonar)'  site  of  the  palflce  of  Cainphas,  SBe  Pocler,  i.  ITS; 
Barclay,  171 ;  Raumer,  258,  note  21. 
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and  doctrines.  There  is  nothing  horc  lite  a  regular  judi- 
cial examination ;  the  judges  are  not  present,  and  no  wit- 
nesses are  called  or  testify.  Still,  as  Caiaph^  was  the  high 
priest,  Jesus  paja  him  the  respect  which  his  office  demand- 
ed, and  answers  him.  That  his  object  was  evil  is  apparent. 
He  would  learn  from  Him  how  many,  and  who,  had  become 
His  disciples,  that  he  might  hereafter  use  this  knowledge 
against  them.  But  upon  this  point  Jeaus  kept  perfect 
silence.  In  regard  to  His  doctrine  He  had  always  and 
everywhere  spoken  openly.  Let  Caiaphaa  ask  those  who 
had  heard  Him  in  the  synagogues  and  temple,  and  let  them 
testify.  An  officer  present,  declaring  that  this  answer  is  in- 
sulting to  the  high  priest,  smites  Him  with  the  palm  of  his 
hand.  Caiaphas  seems  now  to  have  withdrawn,  probably 
to  meet  the  Sanhedrim,  and  to  have  left  Jeaus  to  the  mock- 
ery and  abuse  of  His  captors. 

Let  us  now  consider  more  fully  the  three  denials  of  Pe- 
ter. After  the  arrest,  he,  with  "  another  disciple,"  followed 
Jeans  to  the  high  priest's  palace.  It  is  disputed  who  this 
other  disciple  was.  Most  regard  it  as  a  modest  designa- 
tion of  John  himself;  others,  of  some  unknown  disciple. 
A.  Ciarko  approves  Grotaus'  conjecture  that  it  was  the 
person  at  whose  house  Jesus  bad  supped.  Some  have 
thought  of  Judas.  This  disciple,  being  known  unto  the 
high  priest,  was  permitted  to  enter  with  those  who  were 
leading  Jesus,  but  Peter  was  shut  out.  Perceiving  this,  he 
turns  back,  and  persuades  the  woman  that  kept  the  door  to 
admit  Peter  also.  They  seem  then,  or  soon  after,  to  have 
separated,  as  no  mention  is  afterward  made  of  the  other 
disciple.  Either  before  or  soon  after  Peter's  entrance,  the 
officer  and  soldiers  made  a  fire  of  coals  in  the  court. 

To  understand  the  details  that  follow,  it  is  necessary  to 
have  in  mind  the  ordmary  construction  of  oriental  houses, 
which  is  thus  described  by  Robinson : '  "  An  oriental  house 
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b  usually  built  around  a  quadrangular  interior  court,  into 
■which  there  is  a  passage  (somotimea  arched)  through  tho 
front  part  of  the  house,  closed  next  the  street  by  a  heavy 
folding  gate,  ivith  a  smaller  wicket  for  single  persons,  kept 
by  a  porter,  In  the  text  the  interior  court,  often  paved 
and  flagged,  and  open  to  the  sky,  is  the  auXij,  (translated 
'  palace,' '  hall,'  and '  court,')  where  the  attendants  made  a 
fire ;  and  the  passage  beneath  the  front  of  the  house,  from 
the  street  to  this  court,  is  the  wpoavXiov  or  ttv^wiv,  (both 
translated  '  porch.')  The  place  where  Jesus  stood  before 
the  high  priest  may  have  been  an  open  room  or  place  of 
audience  on  the  ground  floor,  in  the  rear  or  on  one  side  of 
the  court ;  such  rooms,  open  in  front,  being  customary." 
In  Smith's  Bible  Dictionary,  (i.  838,)  the  writer  speats  of 
"an  apartment  called  makad,  open  in  front  to  the  court, 
with  two  or  more  arches  and  a  railing ;  and  a  pillar  to  sap- 
port  the  wail  above.  It  was  in  a  chamber  of  this  kind, 
probably  one  of  the  largest  size  to  be  found  in  a  palace, 
that  our  Lord  was  arraigned  before  the  high  priest,  at  the 
time  when  the  denial  of  Him  by  St.  Peter  took  place." 
That  the  trial  of  Jesus  actually  occurred  in  such  an  apart- 
ment seems  plain  from  Matt.  xxvi.  69,  where  Peter  is  spo- 
ken of  as  sitting  "  without  in  the  paiace,"  e^in — ev  tjj  avkr/,  or 
court,  implying  that  the  Lord  and  His  judges  were  in  an 
inner  room.'  Mark  (xiv.  66)  speaks  of  Peter  as  "  beneath 
m  the  palace,"  tv  t^  auXjj  xa™,  "m  the  court  below." 
"  Not  in  the  lower  story  of  the  house  or  palace,"  says  Al- 
exander, "  as  tho  English  version  seems  to  mean,  but  in  the 
open  space  around  which  it  was  built,  and  which  was  lower 
than  the  floor  of  the  surrounding  rooms." 

For  convenient  inspection,  we  give  the  denials  of  Peter 
in  tabular  form : 

>  See  Meyei  :□  locD. 
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the  denials  of  petek. 
First  Deniai.. 


M»™.w. 

M.K^ 

LrKE, 

Jo 

B. 

&"™"v.v: 

Conit. 

"ThoQ  also  wast 

with  JesQS  of 

Gililoe." 

"I   know    not 
wtarchoiisay. 

Maid  sef  VEEl. 
ludeanitl^ 

Sasireth"'  " 

"I  Miow  not, 
neither  unde?. 
Slnnd  I,  wLflt 
tbou  Eayest." 

A  ocrlain  insid. 
"Woman,        I 

^"""!' 

lier  en 

Question 

;"L^Sf 

Second  Denial. 


Another  maid. 
Indeflolte. 

Poroh. 

mib  an  oath, 
know  "     "li8 

Porch. 

-Tills Is  one  of 
them." 

He   denied    It 
again. 

"1 

"Mo 

nilo. 

u  art  also 

,    I   ^ 

Fn^nile 

alio  one  of  IlS 
disciples?" 

Question 
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In  regard  to  the  first  denial  there  are  no  special  difficul- 
ties. How  soon  after  Peter  entered  the  court  he  was  ad- 
dressed by  the  damsel  who  kept  the  door,  or  portress, 
does  not  appear.  It  is  probable  that,  as  her  attention  had 
been  specially  drawn  to  him  when  he  was  admitted,  she 
watched  him  as  he  stood  by  the  fire ;  and  that  something  in 
his  appearance  or  conduct  may  have  excited  her  suspicions. 
The  attention  of  ail  who  heard  her  must  now  have  been 
dii'eeted  to  Peter,  but  no  one  seems  to  have  joined  her  in 
her  accusation. 

In  regard  to  the  second  denial,  there  are  several  appar- 
ent discrepancies  both  as  to  the  persons  and  the  place. 
The  former  are  descnbed  as  "  another  maid,"  "  the  (same) 
maid,"  "  another  person,"  "  they,"  But  in  the  several  nar- 
ratives it  is  plain  that  it  is  not  deemed  important  to  specify 
■who  addressed  Peter;  the  important  point  is  his  denials. 
The  matter  may  very  naturally  be  thus  arranged :  The  dam- 
sel who  first  accused  him,  silenced  for  the  time,  but  not 
satisfied  with  his  denial,  speaks  to  another  maid  servant, 
and  points  out  Peter  to  her  aa  one  whom  she  knew,  or  be- 
lieved, to  be  a  disciple.  Seeing  him  soon  after  in  the  porch, 
for,  in  the  agitation  of  his  spirit,  ho  cannot  keep  still,  she 
renews  the  cliarge  that  he  is  a  disciple;  and  the  other  maid 
repeats  it.  Others,  hearing  the  girls,  also  join  with  them, 
perhaps  dimly  remembering  his  person,  or  now  noting 
something  peculiar  in  hia  manner.  That,  under  the  circum- 
stances and  in  the  excitement  of  the  moment,  such  au  ac- 
cusation, once  raised,  should  be  echoed  by  many,  is  what 
we  should  expect.  Daring  the  confusion  of  this  question- 
ing, Peter  returns  again  to  the  fire,  where  most  were  stand- 
ing, and  there  repeats  with  an  oath  his  denial.  There  is  no 
necessity  for  transposing,  with  Ellicott,  the  first  and  second 
denials  as  g^ven  by  John, 

The  second  denial,  so  energetically  made,  seems  to  have 
finally  silenced  the  women,  and  there  ia  no  repetition  of  the 
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charge  for  about  the  space  of  an  hour.  During  this  iotei-- 
■val,  Peter,  perhaps  the  better  to  allay  suspicion,  joins  in 
the  conversation,  and  is  recognized  &s  a  Galilean  by  his 
manner  of  speech.'  As  most  of  the  disciples  of  Jesus 
were  Galileans,  this  again  draws  attention  to  him.  Perhaps 
the  kinsman  of  Malchns,  ivho  had  been  with  the  multitude, 
andi  had  seen  him  in  the  garden,  and  now  remembers  his 
pei-son,  begins  the  outcry,  and  the  bystanders  join  with 
bim ;  and  the  more  that  his  very  denials  betray  his  Galilean 
birtb.  The  charge,  thus  repeated  by  so  many,  and  upon 
sach  apparently  good  grounds,  threatens  immediate  danger ; 
and  Peter  therefore  denies  it  with  the  utmost  vehemence, 
with  oaths  and  cursings. 

The  exact  relations  in  which  the  denials  of  Peter  stand 
in  order  of  time  to  the  examination  and  trial  of  the  Lord, 
it  is  impossible  to  determine.  Probably  the  first  denial, 
and  perhaps  also  the  second — for  there  seems  to  have  been 
but  a  short  inteiTal  between  them,  (Luke  xiii.  58) — may 
have  been  during  the  preliminary  examination  before  Ce- 
phas, or  at  least  before  the  assembling  of  the  Sanhedrim ; 
and  the  third  during  the  trial  or  at  its  close.  The  incident 
recorded  by  Luke,  {xxii.  61,)  that  immediately  after  the 
third  denial,  as  the  cock  crew,  the  Lord  turned  and  looked 
upon  Peter,  is  supposed  by  some  to  show  that  Jesus  was 
now  passing  from  one  apartment  to  another,  and,  as  He 
passes,  turas  and  looks  upon  Peter,  who  was  standing  near- 
by. But,  if  so,  when  waa  this?  Those  who  put  the  pre- 
liminary examination  before  Annas,  and  Peter's  denials  there, 
make  this  the  departure  to  Caiaphas  after  the  examination  ; 
others,  Ilis  departure  after  the  triai  from  Caiaphas  to  Pi- 
late; others  still,  tho  change  from  the  apartment  in  C^a- 
phas'  palace,  where  He  had  been  examined,  to  that  in  which 
He  was  to  be  tried.    But  it  is  by  no  means  necessary  to 

>  As  to  the  prommciatioD  of  tbe  Qnlileaas,  see  Friedlieb,  Arcbaol.  SI. 


aavGoOgle 


suppose  any  change  of  place  on  the  part  of  the  Lord.  Aa 
we  have  seeo,  the  Sanhedrim  probably  assembled  in  a  large 
room  directly  connected  with  the  court,  and  open  in  front, 
and  therefore  what  was  said  in  the  one  could,  with  more 
or  less  distinctness,  be  heard  in  the  other.  There  is,  then, 
no  difficulty  in  believing  that  Jesus  tad  heard  all  the  deni- 
als of  Peter;  and  that  now,  as  he  denied  Him  for  the  third 
time,  and  the  cock  crew,  He  turned  Himself  to  the  coui't 
and  looked  upon  the  consoiance-stricken  apostle.  Meyer, 
indeed,  finds  it  psychologically  impossible  that  ho  should 
have  made  these  denials  in  the  presence  ot  Jesus.'  Few 
will  deem  such  a  psychological  impossibility,  which  exists 
only  in  the  mind  of  the  critic,  of  much  weight  against  the 
word  of  an  Evangelist ;  but,  in  fact,  Peter  was  not  in  His 
presence,  though  not  far  removed. 

We  have  no  datum  to  determine  at  what  hour  of  the 
night  these  denials  took  place,  except  we  find  it  in  the  cock- 
crowinga,  Mark  (liv,  6S)  relates  that  after  the  first  denial 
the  cock  cre\y.  All  the  Evangelists  mention  the  third  de- 
nial in  connection  with  the  second  cock-crowing,  Greswell 
(iii,  216)  makes  tho  first  cock-crowing  to  have  been  about 
2  A.  M.,  tho  second  about  3  a.  m.'  Ent  we  do  not  know 
whether  this  second  cock-crowing  was  at  the  end  of  the 
first  examination,  or  during  the  formal  trial,  or  at  its  close, 
and  have  therefore  no  datum  to  determine  when  the  San- 
hedrim began  its  session.  We  cannot,  however,  well  place 
it  later  than  3  a,  m.  How  long  it  continued  we  shall  pres- 
ently see. 

We  have  still  to  inquire  as  to  the  legality  of  the 
Lord's  trial.  As  to  the  competency  of  the  court,  no  reason- 
able doubt  can  exist.  The  Sanhedrim  had  lawful  and  ex- 
clusive jurisdiction  in  all  cases  where  capital  punishment 


I  substnuco,  Wisaeler,  406 ;  Lichtensteia,  422. 


icioy  Google 


I^GALirr   OF  THE  LOED'9  TEIAL.  497 

could  be  inflicted  ; '  and  among  the  offences  punishable  with 
death,  were  false  clsums  to  prophetic  inspiration,  and  blas- 
phemy. Several  instances  are  mentioned  in  the  Acts  of  the 
Apostles,  where  the  disciples  were  an-aigned  before  it :  iv. 
5-21 ;  V.  17-40 ;  vi.  12-ie  ;  ssiii.  1-10.  Although  its  ori- 
gin cannot  easily  be  traced,  it  was  at  this  lime  the  recog- 
nized tribunal  for  the  trial  of  all  the  more  important 
offences.^  That  nsually  the  trials  were  fiur,  and  the  judg- 
ment equitable,  there  seems  no  good  reason  to  doubt. 

Whilst  the  Sanhedrim  had  power  to  try  those  charged 
with  capital  offences,  it  had  no  power  to  execute  the 
sentence  of  death.  It  is  generally  agreed  that  from  the 
time  Judea  beearae  a  Roman  province,  or  from  the  deposi- 
tion of  Archelans  (759)  the  authority  to  punish  capitally, 
the  jus  gladii,  had  been  taken  away  from  the  Jewish  tri- 
bunals. Ligbtfoot  (on  Matt.  xxvi.  3)  gives  as  a  tradition 
of  the  Talmudists:  "Forty  years  before  the  temple  waa 
destroyed,  judgment  in  capital  cases  was  taken  away  from 
Israel."  He  elsewhere  remarks,  (on  John  xviii.  31 :)  "It 
cannot  be  denied  but  that  all  capital  judgment,  or  sentence 
upon  life,  had  been  taken  from  tbo  Jews  for  above  forty 
years  before  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem,  as  they  often- 
times themselves  confess."  It  seems  to  have  been  the 
cnstom  of'the  Romans  to  take  into  their  own  hands,  in  con- 
quered provinces,  the  power  of  life  and  death,  as  one  of  the 
principal  attributes  of  sovereignty.'  That  the  Sanhedrim 
lost  this  power  by  its  own  remissness,  and  not  by  any  act 
of  the  Romans,  as  afiirmed  by  Ligbtfoot  from  the  Talmud- 
ists, is  wholly  improbable.* 

■  Josephus,  Antiq.  H.  B.  3. 

'  Friedlieb,  ArchSol.  20 ;  Winer,  ii,  552. 

'  See  Dupin,  Jeaus  devaat  CMphB  et  Pilntc.     Paris,  1555,  p,  8S, 

'  See  Winer,  ii.  553,  note  1.  Friedlieb,  Atchiiol.,  97.  Bynaeus  (iji.  19)  at- 
flrmatiiiittbeJenB  bad  judgment  in  capital  cases  otber  than  that  of  treason ; 
but,  from  fear  of  tbe  people,  tbey  charged  Him  iriUi  this  oBence  to  tbrovr  the 
odinm  and  danger  of  His  execulion  upon  Pilate. 
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It  bas  been  inferred  by  some,  from  Pilate's  words  to  tho 
Jews,  (John  xix.  6,)  "  Take  ye  Him,  and  crucify  Him,"  that 
the  right  to  inflict  capital  punishment  in  ecclcsiaatical  cases, 
though  not  in  civil,  was  still  continued  to  them."  But  these 
words  seem  to  have  been  spoken  in  bitter  irony.  Cruci- 
fixion waa  not  a  Jewish  punishment,  nor  could  they  infiict 
it,'  Kraffi  (142)  explains  their  language,  (John  xviii.  30,) 
"If  He  were  not  a  malefactor,  we  would  not  have  delivered 
Him  up  unto  thee,"  as  meaning  that  He  waa  guilty  of  a 
civil  oflence.  Were  thia  man  a  spiiitual  offender,  we  would 
have  punished  Him  ourselves.  They  accused  Him  of  civil 
crime  in  order  to  throw  the  responability  of  His  death 
upon  Pilate.  But  against  this  is  the  fact  that  Piiate  refused 
to  punish  Him  for  any  such  offence,  and  that  tho  Jews  were 
at  last  obliged  to  charge  Him  with  violation  of  eodewastical 
law,  (John  six.  7.)  It  is  certain  that  if  they  had  had  power 
to  punish  Him  upon  this  ground,  he  would  at  once  have 
given  the  case  into  their  hands,  and  thus  thrown  off  all 
responsibility  from  himsel£  Their  words,  (xviii.  81,)  "It  is 
not  lawful  for  us  to  put  any  man  to  death,"  seem  plainly  to 
cover  the  whole  ground,  and  to  embrace  ecclesiastical  as 
well  as  civil  cases.'  The  view  supported  by  some,'  that  the 
Jews  had  authority  to  pot  Jesus  to  death,  but  did  not  dare 
exercise  it  because  of  the  holiness  of  the  day,  and  yet  did 
not  dare  retain  Him  in  prison  lest  it  should  provoke  insur- 
rection, and  so  sought  Pilate's  help,  seems  without  any 
good  basis. 

It  thus  appears  that  all  capital  offences  must  be  reserved 
to  the  cognizance  of  the  procurator.  The  Sanhedrim  could 
try  and  convict,  but  must  olitain  his  assent  ere  tho  sentence 

■  So  A.  Clarke,  Krafll  '  Meyer  in  looo, 

>  As  to  tho  death  of  Stephen,  (Acts  tIL  SS,)  and  its  beariugs  on  this  point, 
see  Me^er  and  Lechler  in  loco,  who  mitintitm  that  it  was  an  act  of  violence, 
and  illegal :.  contra,  Alexander  in  loco;  Winer,  ii.  B5S,  note  a. 
'  Eari;'  by  Augustine ;  aee  Ctodnyn,  Moses  sad  Aaron,  SOO. 
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could  be  executed.  These  reserved  cases  Pilate  seems  to 
huve  been  in  the  habit  of  heaiiug  when  he  went  up  from 
Csesarea  to  Jerusalem  at  the  feasts.'  The  case  of  Jesus, 
then,  must  necessarily  como  before  bim,  and  ho  could  con- 
firm ov  set  aside  their  verdict  as  he  pleased.  "  It  appears," 
says  Lardner, "  fi-om  tho  sequel,  that  Pilate  was  the  supreme 
judge  in  this  case,  and  the  master  of  the  event.  For  he 
gives  the  case  a  fresb  hearing,  asks  the  Jews  what  accusa- 
tion they  had  brought,  examined  Jesus,  and  when  he  had 
done  so,  told  them  that  he  found  in  Him  no  feult  at  all. 
Thus  bis  conduct  is  full  proof  that  he  was  the  judge,  and 
that  they  were  only  prosecutors  and  accusers." 

Let  us  now  inquii-e  what  was  the  actual  accusation 
brought  against  the  Lord  before  the  Sanhedrim.  Kone  of 
the  Evangelists  mention  specifically  of  what  Ho  was  accused. 
We  are  told  that  the  council  sought  false  witness  against 
Him.  But  to  what  did  these  witnesses  testify?  Their 
testimony  is  not  given,  except  in  one  instance,  and  that  a 
perverMon  of  His  words,  {John  ii.  19 :)  "Destroy  this  tem- 
ple, and  in  three  days  I  will  raise  it  up."  If  the  statements 
of  the  witnesses  had  been  concordant  and  true,  this  lan- 
guage could  be  regarded  at  most  as  only  a  VMnglorions 
boast ;  and  if  deserving  of  any  punishment,  certainly  not  of 
death.  So  far  as  appears,  no  charges  were  brought  against 
Him  that  could  be  proved,  and  He  was  at  last  condemned 
upon  His  own  confession  that  He  was  the  Christ  and  Son 
of  God.  This  fact  is  very  remarkable,  and  demands  our 
attentive  consideration. 

It  is  evident,  from  the  Evangelists,  that  the  rulers  of 
the  Jews  were  early  resolved  to  put  Jesus  to  death,  so  soon 
as  they  could  find  any  sufficient  ground  of  accusation.  That 
He  had  broken  the  Sabbath,  according  to  their  construc- 
tion of  the  law,  by  the  healing  of  the  sick,  (Luke  vi.  6-H,J 

1  Ewald,  V.  IS  ;  Friedlieb,  Arohaol.  10*. 
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and  perhaps  in  other  ways,  and  that  Hg  had  assumed  to 
forgive  sins,  which  ivas,  hy  implication,  blasphemy,  (Matt. 
is..  3,)  was  beyond  question ;  but  for  offenMs  of  this  kind 
they  did  not  dare  arrest  Him.'  But  whea  they  learned 
that  in  His  teaching  Ho  "  made  Himself  equal  with  God," 
(John  V.  18,)  this  was  a  flagrant  transgression  of  the  law, 
and  a  capital  ofienee.  The  first  of  the  ten  commandments 
was,  "  Thou  shall  have  no  other  gods  before  me,"  and  for 
a  man  to  make  himself  God,  the  equal  of  Jehovah,  was  a 
violation  of  this  command,  and  a  crime  of  the  deepest  dye. 
It  was  both  blasphemy  and  treason,  and  hence  the  attempt 
of  the  Jews  to  kill  Him  upon  the  spot.  A  few  months 
later  they  "  murmured  at  Him,  because  He  said,  I  am  the 
Bread  which  came  down  from  Heaven,"  (John  vi.  41.) 
When,  a  little  later.  He  said,  "BeforeAbraham  was,  lam," 
(viii.  58,)  thus  imjilymg  a  divine  preexistence,  thoy  took 
up  stones  to  stone  Him ;  and  ■when  afterward  (x.  30)  He 
still  more  plainly  aflirmed,  "I  and  my  Father  are  one," 
they  again  sought  to  stone  Him.  They  expressly  declared, 
"  We  stone  thee  foi  blasphemy,  and  because  that  thou,  being 
a  man,  makest  thyself  God." 

There  can  be  little  doubt  that  it  was  to  this  point,  the 
assertion  by  Jesus  of  an  equality  with  God,  that  the  testi- 
mony of  the  "many  false  witnesses"  was  turned.  His 
other  and  minor  ofiimces  were  well  known  and  undisputed. 
He  had  wrought  many  miracles.  He  had  wrought  some  on 
the  Sabbath,  He  had  claimed  to  be  the  Lord  of  the  Sab- 
bath, Ho  had  assumed  the  power  to  forgive  sins.  All  these 
things  were  well  known,  and  witnesses  testifying  to  them 
would  not  have  testified  falsely.  It  may  be  that  attempts 
were  made  to  prove  that  He  had  spoken  against  Jehovah, 
that  He  had  denied  the  authority  of  the  law,  that  He  had 

'  In  John  V.  IS,  where  it  is  said,  "The  Jews  sought  to  slay  Kim  bGcause 
He  had  done  thase  things  on  the  Sabbatli  daj,"  the  clause  "  sought  io  slaj 
Hira,"  is  omitted  by  Tischendorf.    So  Alford,  Mejer, 
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prophesiefl  falsely,  that  He  liad  been  &  disturber  of  the 
public  peace.  But  if  these  charges  were  made,  they  must 
bavG  been  subordinate  to  the  higher  one,  that,  "  being  a 
man,  He  made  Himself  God."  Could  not,  then,  this  charge 
be  proved  against  Him  ?  Probably  not.  If  any  witnesses 
could  be  found  to  report  what  He  had  said,  still  His  words 
were  mysterious,  and  there  was  room  for  great  difference 
of  interpretation.  That  He  did  assume  to  be  something 
more  than  man  was  the  current  belief,  but  one  by  no  means 
easy  to  establish  by  legal  evidence. 

Whether  the  mere  claim  to  be  the  Messiah,  if  proved 
false,  was  regarded  by  the  Jews  as  a  capital  offence,  is  very 
questionable ;  but  if  so,  there  was  jthe  same  difficulty  in  find- 
ing proof  against  Jesus  in  regard  to  His  Messianic  claims 
as  in  regard  to  His  divinity.  In  no  instance  recorded,  ex- 
cept that  of  the  Samaritan  woman,  (John  iv.  26,)  did  He 
avow  Himself  to  be  the  Christ  when  other  than  His  disci- 
ples were  present.  Nor  did  He  permit  evi!  spirits  to  pro- 
claim Him  as  the  Messiah,  (Mark  i,  34.)  To  the  direct 
question  of  the  Jews  (John  x.  24)  He  answers  by  referring 
them  to  His  works.  He  permitted  the  apostles  to  confer 
their  faith  in  Him  as  the  Christ,  (Matt.  xvi.  16,)  but  He 
gave  them  strict  command  that  they  should  tell  it  to  no 
man,  (v.  20.)  Probably  no  two  witnesses  conld  be  found, 
out  of  the  ranks  of  the  disciples,  who  had  ever  heard  out 
of  His  own  iips  an  avowal  of  His  Messiabship. ,  Had,  then, 
such  an  avowal  been  blasphemy,  they  could  not  on  this 
ground  condemn  Him. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  Jews  found  cause  to  charge 
Jesus  with  blasphemy  in  that  He  had  wrought  miracles  in 
His  own  name,  "  He  had .  performed  many  miracles,  but 
never  in  any  other  name  than  His  own."'  It  is  said  that 
He  had  thus  violated  the  law,  (Deut.  xviii.  20,)  "  He  that 

1  Greenleaf,  Test,  of  Evangelisls,  5M. 
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shall  speak  in  the  name  of  other  gods,  even  that  prophet 
shall  die ; "  for  if  to  prophesy  in  the  name  of  another  god 
deserved  death,  equally  so  to  perfonn  any  miracle  or  super- 
natural work  in  his  name.  But  it  may  weU  be  questioned 
whether,  on  this  ground,  Ho  couJd  have  been  tried  for 
blaaphemy.  If  He  did  not  work  Hja  miracles  expressly  in 
the  name  of  Jehovah,  yet  He  ever  affirmed  that  the  power 
was  not  in  Himself,  but  from  God.  (Compare  John  v.  19, 
viii.  18.)  Nor  was  He  ever  understood  to  work  them  by 
virtue  of  His  own  deity.  Beholding  what  He  did,  the 
multitudes  "  marvelled  and  glorified  God,  who  had  given 
such  power  unto  men,"  (Matt.  ix.  8.)  And  at  His  final  en- 
try into  Jerusalem  the  cry  of  the  people  was,  *'  Blessed  is 
He  that  cometh  in  the  name  of  the  Lord." 

We  conclude,  then,  that  upon  no  ground  could  the 
Jews,  through  their  witnesses,  convict  Him  of  any  ecclesi- 
astical offence  punishable  with  death.  Neither  as  the  Son 
of  God,  nor  aa  the  Messiah,  nor  as  a  false  prophet,  could 
He  be  legally  convicted  of  blasphemy.  His  violations  of 
the  Sabbath  were  not  such  as  t.bey  could  punish  with  sever- 
ity, if  at  all.  If  He  bad  disturbed  the  public  peace,  punish- 
ment of  this  offence  properly  belonged  to  the  Romans. 
Thus,  upon  the  rule  which  He  had  Himselflaid  down,  {John 
xviii.  21,)  "  Ask  them  which  heard  me  what  I  have  said  nnto 
them,"  He  could  not  bave  been  convicted.  Only  by  His 
own  confession  was  He  brought  within  the  scope  of  the 

A  Jewish  writer,  Salvador,  in  his  "  Histoire  des  Institu- 
tions de  Moise,"'  commenting  upon  the  trial- of  Jesus,  at- 
tempts to  show  that  He  was  tried  fairly,  and  condemned 
legally.  He  speaks  of  Himself  as  God,  and  His  disciples 
repeat  it.  This  was  shocking  blasphemy  in  the  eyes  of  the 
citizens,    It  was  this,  not  His  prophetic  claims,  which  ex- 

'  Cited  bj  GrecQleuf,  Test.  520,  and  Ijy  Dupin,  Eefutation,  41. 
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cited  the  people  against  Him,  The  law  permitted  them  to 
acknowledge  prgphets,  but  nothing  more.  In  answer  to 
Caiaphaa,  He  admits  that  He  is  the  Son  of  God,  this  expres- 
sion including  the  idea  of  God  Himself.  "  The  Sanhedrim 
dehberates.  The  question  already  raised  among  the  people 
was  this :  Has  Jesus  become  God  ?  But  the  senate,  having 
adjudged  that  Jesus  had  profaned  the  name  of  God  by 
usurping  it  to'Himself,  a  mere  citizen,  applied  to  Him  the 
law  of  bl^phemy,  (Deut.  xiii.,  and  xviii,  20,)  according  to 
which  eveiy  prophet,  even  ho  who  works  miracles,  must 
be  published  when  he  speaks  of  a  God  unknown  to  the  Jews 
and  their  fathers  ;  and  the  capital  sentence  was  pro- 
nounced." 

Had  the  accusation  ag^st  Jesua,  as  asserted  by  Salva- 
dor, had  respect  simply  to  His  assertion  that  He  was  the 
Son  of  God,  and  He  been  condemned  upon  this  ground  only, 
however  great  the  blindness  and  guilt  in  not  recognizing 
His  divine  character,  it  could  not  he  said  that  the  court 
acted  illegally.  Such  an  assertion  fi'om  the  lips  of  any 
mere  man  was  blasphemous.  If  a  false  prophet  deserved  to 
die,  how  much  more  he  who  made  himself  equal  with  God ! 
Was  it  for  this  that  He  was,  in  iact,  condemned  ?  When 
nothing  worthy  of  death  could  he  proved  against  Him  by 
the  witnesses,  Caiaphas  adjures  Him  by  the  living  God, 
"Tell  us  whether  thou  be  the  Christ,  the  Son  of  God."* 
We  cannot  certainly  determine  how  these  two  expressions, 
"  the  Christ,"  and  "  the  Son  of  God,"  were  connected  in  the 
mind  of  Caiaphas,  It  may  be  that  he  regarded  them  as  of 
substantially  the  same  meaning,  though  it  may  be  ques- 
tioned how  far  the  title,  Son  of  God,  was  one  of  the  cus- 
tomary titles  of  the  Messiah  at  this  time.  Still,  it  had 
been  so  often,  and  openly,  applied  to  Him,  that  we  can- 

■  Mntt.  xxvi.  GS.  According  to  Mark,  "Art  ttioii  the  Christ,  (he  Son  of 
the  Blessed?"  This  adjuration,  according  lo  Jewish  cusiom,  was  equivalent 
to  putting  the  Lord  undor  outh.     Friedlieb,  Arohiiol.  Bl. 
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not  well  suppose  C^aphas  ignorant  of  it.  At  the  time  of 
His  Tjaptism,  John  Baptist  testified  of  His  Divine  Sonship, 
(John  i.  34  :)  "  I  saw,  and  bare  record  that  this  is  the  Son  of 
God,"  Very  soon  after,  (v.  49,)  Kathanacl  thus  avows  his 
faith;  "Rabbi,  thou  art  the  Son  of  God;  thoa  art  the  King 
oflsrael."  Often  was  He  thus  addressed  by  evil  spirits 
whom  He  cast  out,  (Matt,  viii.  29 ;  Mark  iii,  11,  v,  7 ;  Lulce 
iv.  4Ij  viii.  28.)  After  the  stilling  of  the  tempest,  (Matt. 
xiv.  33,)  those  in  the  ship  ssud,  "  Of  a  truth  thoa  art  the 
Son  of  God."  So  was  He  addressed  by  Martha,  (John  xi. 
27,)  "  I  believe  that  thou  art  the  Christ,  the  Son  of  God." 
During  the  crucifixion,  His  enemies,  mocking  Him,  cried, 
(Matt,  xxvii.  40-43,)  "  If  thou  be  the  Son  of  God,  come 
down  from  the  cross."  At  His  death  the  centurion  and 
guard  said,  (v.  64,) "  Truly  this  was  the  Son  of  God."  Only 
in  one  instance,  however,  did  Jesns  directly  claim  for  Him- 
self this  title,  (John  ix.  35-37,)  although  He  often  indirectly 
appiied  it  to  HimseIC  (So  John  xi.  4.)  In  like  manner 
He  repeatedly  speaks  of  God  as  Hie  Father,  (John  v.  17.) 

Granting  that  this  phrase,  "  Son  of  God,"  was  currently 
applied  to  men  of  great  wisdom  and  piety,  still,  as  Salvador 
admits,  it  could  not  have  been  so  used  by  Caiaphas.  If  it 
did  not,  in  its  ordinary  usage,  imply  participation  of  the 
Divine  nature,  it  nevertheless  was,  and  was  designed  to  bo, 
a  designation  that  distinguished  Him  from  all  other  men. 

That  the  Jews,  generally,  did  not  suppose  that  the  Mes- 
Hah  was  to  be  a  Divine  Person,  God  manifest  in  flesh,  seems 
fairly  inferable  from  the  perplexity  into  which  the  Lord's 
question  cast  them,  (Matt,  xxii.  42-45,)  "  What  thmk  ye 
of  the  Christ  ?  Whose  Son  is  He  ? "  Only  a  few,  as 
Nathanael,  seem  to  have  had  a  higher  perception  of  the 
truth.'  Hence,  when  Jesus  was  presented  to  Pilate,  (John 
six.  7,)  as  one  who  "  made  Himself  the  Son  of  God,"  ho 
evidently  looked  upon  Him  as  one  of  much  higher  pretea- 
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MODS  tlian  a  mere  "  ting  of  the  Jews."  Perhaps  Caiaphas, 
in  his  adjuration,  purposely  selected  both  titles,  that  in  this 
way  the  Lord's  own  conceptions  of  His  Messianic  dignity 
nught  be  drawn  out,  and  the  way  opened  for  further  ques- 
tions. The  answer  of  Jesus,  "  Thou  hast  said,"  was  an 
express  affirmation,  as  if  He  had  said,  "  I  am ; "  and  was  re- 
garded  as  blasphemy.  It  could  have  been  so  only  as  it  im- 
plied equality  with  Gcd,  or  an  aasumption  of  the  power  and 
authority  that  belonged  to  Jehovah  alone.  That  the  Jews 
so  understood  it,  is  plain  from  their  language  to  Pilate.' 

But  if  we  admit  that  the  Lord,  regarded  as  a  mere  man 
who  claimed  equality  with  God,  was  justly  condemned  by 
the, Sanhedrim,  as  Salvador  affirms,  still  it  by  no  means  fol- 
lows that  the  trial  was  fair  and  Impartial,  He  had  long 
been  prejudged,  and  His  death  predetermined.  Almost 
from  the  be^nning  of  His  ministry,  spies  had  been  sent  to 
watch  His  actions ;  and  afterward  it  was  agreed  that  if  any 
man  did  confess  that  He  was  Christ,  he  should  be  put  out 
of  the  synagbgue,  (John  ix.  22.)  After  the  resurrection  of 
Lazarus,  it  was  determined  in  council,  by  the  advice  of 
Caiaphas,  that  He  should  be  put  to  death,  and  that  without 
regard  to  His  guilt  or  innocence,  (John  xi,  47-53.)  After 
His  public  entry  into  Jerusalem,  several  attempts  were 
made  to  entangle  Him  in  His  talk ;  then  a  consultation  was 
held  how  they  might  take  Him  by  subtlety  and  kill  Him ; 
then  one  of  His  apostles  was  bribed  to  betray  Him ;  and  at 
last  He  was  arrested  at  dead  of  night.  At  tho  trial  itself, 
the  usual  forms  were  not  observed  ;  no  one  appeared  as  ad- 
vocate for  Him,  no  witnesses  were  called  to  testify  in  His 
fi,vor;  and  when  thewitnesses  against  Him  could  not  agree 
in  their  testimony,  He  Himself  was  put  under  oath,"  The 
abuse  which  He  suffered,  both  before  and  after  the  trial, 

'  As  to  the  argumeut  for  the  lord's  ditine  nature,  drawn  from  this  trial, 
BBC  Whafelj,  Kingaom  of  Christ,  Essay  I. 
'  See  Friedlieb,  Arohiiol.  87  ;  Dupin,  75. 
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and  in  the  veiy  presence  of  Hia  judges,  sufficiently  shows 
how  bitter  and  cruel  was  their  enmity  toward  Ilim. 


FiiiDAY  Morning,  15th  Nisan,  7th  April, 
783.     A.  D.  30. 

After  tbe  Sanhedrim  had  pronounced  Him  guiltj 
of  blosphenij,  and  BO  worthy  of  death,  it  suspends  its 
session  to  meet  at  break  of  day.     During  this  interval    Mjtt.  xsti.  fl'I,  68. 
Jesus  remains  in  the  high  priest's  piilaee,  exposed  to    Mark  sit.  6B. 
all  the  ridicule  and  insults  of  His  enemies,  vho  spit    Luke  xxii.  63-66. 
upon  Him,  and  smile  Him.    Am  soon  as  it  was  day    Matt,  sirii.  1,  2. 
the  Sanhedrim  again  assembles,  and,  after  hearing  Hia    Mark  iv.  1. 
confession  that  He  is  the  Christ,  formally  ai^udges    Lgke  xxii.  Sfl-'Tl. 
Him  to  death.    Binding  Him,  they  lead  Him  away  to    Luke  xxiii.  1. 
the  Koman  governor  Pontius  Pilate,  that  he  may  exe- 
cute the  sentence,    Judas  Iscariot,  learning  tho  issue    Matt,  ixvii.  3-10. 
of  the  trial,  ant!  that  Jesuswas  about  to  be  put  to    Acts  i.  J8,  19. 
death,  returns  the  money  the  chief  priesta  had  Eivcu 
him,  and  goes  and  hangs  himself. 

Condemned  to  death  as  a  hlaaphenier,  Joaus  was  now 
given  up  hy  the  council  to  the  abuse  of  His  captors  and  of 
the  crowd  ;  and  cruel  personal  violence  was  added  to  most 
contemptuous  speech.  Salvador  denies  that  the  council 
would  have  permitted  Hira  to  bo  so  treated  in  its  presence ; 
but  it  is  to  be  remembered  that  most  of  its  members  cher- 
ished the  most  bitter  and  vindictive  feelings  against  Him, 
and  in  their  fierce  fanaticism  thought  that  no  mercy  should 
be  shown  to  one  guilty  of  such  a  crime.  (Compare  Acts 
3xiii.  2.)  According  to  Matthew,  the  judges  tliemselves 
seem  to  have  taten  part  in  this  abuse ;  but  Luke  confines  it 
to  those  that  held  Jesus. 

It  has  been  inferred  from  Matt,  sxvii.  1,  and  Mark  sv. 
1,  that  there  was  a  second  and  later  session  of  the  Sanhe- 
drim than  that  at  which  Jesus  was  tried.'  Others  suppose 
'  Greswell,  Hi.  203 ;  Fciadlkb,  326. 
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that  the  Sanhedrim  continued  its  session  after  the  trial 
proper  had  ended,  having  as  the  special  subject  of  consulta- 
tion how  the  sentence  pronounced  against  Jesua  could  be 
earned  into  effect.'  The  language  of  tbese  two  Evangel- 
ists is  not  decisive  as  to  the  point.  That  which  most  im- 
plies a  new  and  distinct  session  is  the  designation  of  time. 
Matthew  :  "  When  the  morning  was  come,  irptaia^  Se  yEvo^c- 
vrp,  all  the  chief  priests,"  &c.  Mark :  "  And  straightway  in 
the  morning,"  tvditoi  em  to  irpiot,  &o.  This  allusion  to  the 
fact  that  it  was  morning,  seems  to  have  some  special  signifi- 
cance, and  may  reifer  to  the  fact  that  capital  cases  could  not  be 
legally  tried  in  the  night ;  and  hence  a  morning  session 
was  necessary.  "  Capital  cases  were  only  to  be  handled  by 
day." "  This  is  affirmed  by  Salvador,  (quoted  by  Green- 
leaf:)  "  One  thing  is  certain,  that  the  council  met  again  on 
the  morning  of  the  next  day,  or  of  the  day  after,  as  the  law 
requires,  to  confirm  or  to  annul  the  sentence ;  it  was  con- 
firmed." Neither  Matthew  nor  Mark  states  that  the  place 
of  session  had  been  changed,  though  perhaps  their  lan- 
guage may  intimate  a  meeting  more  largely  attended.' 

Our  decision  as  to  a  second  and  distinct  session  of  the 
Sanhedrim  will  mainly  depend  upon  the  place  we  give  to 
the  account  in  Luke,  (xxii.  66-71.)  Is  this  examination  of 
Jesua  identical  with  that  of  Matt,  xxvi,  57-68,  Mark  siv. 
53-65  ? '  Against  this  identity  are  some  strong  objec- 
tions: 1st.  The  mention  of  time  by  Luke;  "As  soon  as  it 
was  day."  This  corresponds  well  to  the  time  of  the  morn- 
ing session  of  Matthew  and  Mark,  but  not  to  the  time  when 
Jesus  was  first  led  before  the  Sanhednm,  which  must  have 
been  two  or  three  hours  before  day,  2d.  The  place  of 
meeting :    "  They  led'  Him   into   their  council,"  avTiyayw 

1  Meyer,  EUicott,  Lichtan  stein.  '  Lighiroot ;  see  Priedlieb,  Arch.  »6. 

'  Ctompore  Mark  liv.  63  wilh  xv.  1,  In  the  latter  case,  "  the  whole  coao- 
cii"  being  espreasly  mentioned. 

'  Mcjer,  Alford,  Lidilenstein,  Ebrard. 


icioy  Google 


avTov  ets  to  (rvvtSpiov  tavrai'.  This  might  better  be  ren- 
dered, "  they  led  Him  up  into  their  council  chamber,"  or 
the  place  where  they  usually  held  their  sessions.'  Whether 
this  council  chamber  was  the  room  Gaath,  at  the  east  cor- 
ner of  the  court  of  the  temple,  is  not  certain.  Lightfoot 
(on  Matt.  xxvi.  3)  conjectures  that  the  Sanhedrim  was 
driven  from  this  its  accustomed  seat  half  a  yeai-  or  there- 
about before  the  death  of  Christ,  But  if  this  were  so,  still 
the  "  Tabernce,^'  where  it  established  its  sessions,  were 
shops  near  the  gate  Shusan,  and  so  connected  with  the 
temple.  They  went  up. to  that  room  where  they  usually 
met.'  3d.  The  dissimilarity  of  the  proceedings,  as  stated 
by  Luke,  and  which  shows  that  this  was  no  formal  trial. 
There  is  here  no  mention  of  witnesses — no  charges  brought 
to  be  proved  against  Him.  He  is  simply  asked  if  He  is 
the  Christ;  and  this  seems  plainly  to  point  to  the  result 
of  the  former  session.  Then,  having  confessed  Himself 
to  be  the  Christ,  the  Son  of  God,  He  was  condemned  to 
death  for  blasphemy.  It  was  only  necessary  now  that  He 
should  repeat  this  confession,  and  hence  this  question  is  put- 
directly  to  Him :  "  Art  thou  the  Christ  ?  tell  «s."  His  re- 
ply, "  If  I  teli  you  ye  will  not  believe.  And  if  I  also  ask 
you,  ye  will  not  answer  me,  nor  let  mo  go,"  points  back- 
ward to  His  former  confession.  To  His  reply  they  only 
answer  by  asking,  "  Art  thou  then  tho  Son  of  God  ?  " 
The  renewed  avowal  that  He  was  the  Son  of  God,  heard 
by  them  all  from  His  own  Jips,  opens  the  way  for  His  im- 
mediate delivery  into  Pilate's  hands."  4th.  The  position 
which  Luke  -gives  (xsii.  63-65)  to  the  insults  and  abuse 

■  See  Meyer  in  loco;  Rob.  Los.,  Art.  annSpu/i':  here  "as  iaduding  the 
place  of  meeting;  lie  Sanhedrim  as  silting  in  its  hall." 

'  So  Krsffi,  Greswell.  See,  howerer,  agiunat  thin,  John  iviii.  28,  which 
implies  that  Jeans  was  led,  not  from  the  temple,  but  from  the  palace  of  Cnia- 
phas,  to  Pilate.  This  would  not  disprore  the  f^ct  of  a  second  session  of  tha 
Sanhedrim,  but  shows  that  it  was  held  at  the  Same  place  as  the  ilrst. 

'  See  Stier,  vii.  336  ;   Greswell,  iii.  204. 
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heaped  upon  Jesus.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  they  are 
the  same  mentioned  by  Matthew  and  Mark  as  occurring 
after  the  sentence  had  been  pi-onounced,  and  before  the 
second  session  to  ratify  it. 

From  all  this  it  is  a  probable,  though  not  a  certain  con- 
clusion, that  Luke  (xxii,  66-71}  refoi-s  to  the  same  meeting 
of  the  Sanhedrim  mentioned  by  Matthew  (xsvii.  l)  and 
Mark,  (xv.  1,)  and  relates,  in  part,  what  then  took  place. 
Alford  thinks  that  Luke  has  confused  things,  and  relates  as 
happening  at  the  second  session  what  really  happened  at 
the  first,  Thia  meeting  was,  then,  a  morning  session,  con- 
vened to  ratify  formally  what  had  been  done  before  with 
haste  and  informality.  The  circumstances  under  which  ita 
members  bad  been  convened  at  the  palace  of  Caiaphas,  suf- 
ficiently show  that  the  legal  forms,  which  they  were  so  scru- 
pulous in  observing,  had  not  been  complied  with.  The  law 
forbidding  capital  trials  in  the  night  had  been  broken ;  the 
place  of  session  was  unusual,  if  not  illegal ;  perhaps  the  at- 
tendance, so  early  after  midnight,  had  not  been  full.  On 
these  accounts  it  was  expedient  that  a  more  regular  and 
legal  sitting  should  be  held  as  early  in  the  morning  as  was 
possible.  At  this  nothing  was  to  be  done  except  to  hear 
the  confession  of  Jesus,  to  pronounce  sentence,  and  to  con, 
suit  in  what  manner  it  could  best  be  carried  into  effect. 

One  object  of  this  morning  session  was  to  consult  how 
they  might  put  Him  to  death  ;  for,  although  they  had  con- 
demned Him,  they  had  no  power  to  execute  the  sentence. 
To  put  Jesus  to  death,  they  must  then  have  at  least  the  as- 
sent of  Pilate.  Their  plans  for  obtaining  this  will  appear 
as  we  proceed.  Being  again  bound.  He  was  led  early  in 
the  morning  before  Pilate. 

So  soon  as  Jndas  learned  what  the  Sanhedrim  had  done, 
he  knew  that  the  Lord's  fate  was  decided,  and  bitterly 
repented  of  his  treachery.'    Taking  the  money,  the  price 

1  That  this  was  upon  the  same  day,  seeras  fairly  inferable  from  Matt. 
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of  his  crime,  he  carried  it  back  to  the  chief  pi-ieats  and  el- 
ders, confessing  his  sin  ia  betraying  innocent  blood.  It  is 
not  said  where  he  found  them,  whether  at  the  palace  of 
Caiaphas  or  at  their  own  couacil  chamber  io  the  temple. 
If  the  latter  was  the  case,  we  have  a  ready  explanation  of 
the  fact  that  "  he  cast  down  the  pieces  of  silver  in  the  tem- 
ple and  departed."  '  That  part  of  the  temple  in  which  he 
cast  them,  is  defined  as  ei'  nu  vaio,  which,  according  to  the 
uniform  usage  of  the  term  in  the  Gospels,  cannot  mean  any 
thing  else  than  the  inner  court,  or  court  of  the  priests,  or 
holy  place.'  Into  thb  it  was  not  lawful  for  him  to  enter ;  but 
he  could  approach  the  entrance  and  cast  the  silver  with- 
in ;  or,  in  his  remorse  and  despair,  entering  the  holy  place, 
he  casts  it  down  at  the  feet  of  the  priests,  who,  it  may  be, 
were  there,  preparing  to  offer  the  morning  sacrifice.  From 
thence  he  departs  and  hangs  himself  But  how  is  this  state- 
ment to  be  reconciled  with  that  of  Peter,  (Acts  L  18,) 
that,  "falling  headlong,  he  burst  asunder  in  the  midat 
— Kai  TTpTjvTii  yevo/ici/o'!  tXaKijCTi  ^etros — and  all  his  bowels 
gushed  out."  De  Quincy '  finds  here  only  a  figurative 
statement  that  "  he  came  to  utter  and  unmitigated  ruin," 
and  died  of  a  "  broken  heart."  The  language  is  obviously 
to  be  taken  in  its  literal  sense ;  and  the  bursting  asunder  of 
Judas  may  readily  have  happened  after  he  had  hung  him- 
self. Such  a  thing  as  the  breaking  of  a  cord,  or  a  beam, 
or  bough  of  a  tree,  is  not  unusual ;  or,  at  the  moment  when 
the  body  was  about  to  bo  taken  down,  it  may  by  accident 
or  carelessness  have  fallen.  Hackett,'  referring  to  a  sug- 
gestion that  he  may  have  hung  himself  upon  a  tree  over- 
hanging the  valley  of  Hinnom,  says :  "  For  myself,  I  felt,  aa 
I  stood  in  the  valley  and  looked  up  to  the  rocky  terraces 
which  hang  over  it,  that  the  proposed  explanation  was  a 
perfectly  natural  one.     I  was  more  than  ever  satisfied  with 
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it."  Ho  found  the  precipice,  by  measurement,  to  be  from 
twenty-flve  to  forty  feet  in  height,  with  olive  trees  growing 
near  the  edges,  and  a  roclty  pavement  at  the  bottom,  so 
that  a  person  who  fell  from  above  would  probably  be 
crushed  and  mangled,  as  well  as  killed.' 

Meyer  finds  proof  that  Matthew,  in  his  statement  that 
Judas  "hanged  himself,"  and  Lute,  in  his  report  of  Peter's 
statement  that  ho  "  burst  asunder,"  followed  different  tra-- 
ditions,  in  the  fact  that,  as  self-murder  was  very  unusual 
amongst  the  Jews,  Peter  could  not  have  passed  it  by  in 
silence.  But,  as  the  tailing  and  bursting  asunder  were  subse- 
quent to  the  hanging,  and  presupposed  it ;  and  as  the  event 
had  taken  place  but  a  few  days  before,  and  was  well  known 
to  all  present ;  there  was  no  necessity  that  he  should  give 
all  the  details. 

Probably  the  money  which  had  been  psdd  to  Judas,  had 
been  taken  from  the  treasury  of  the  temple ;  and  the  priests 
and  elders,  unwilling  to  return  to  it  the  price  of  blood,  de- 
termine to  buy  a  field  to  bury  strangers  in.  Peter  (Acts  i. 
18)  speaks  as  if  Judas  had  himself  bought  it :  "  Now  thia 
man  purchased  a  field  with  the  rewai-d  of  iniquity."  Pei^ 
haps  he  may  be  here  understood  as  speaking  oratorically, 
and  as  meaning  only  to  say  that  the  field  was  bought,  not 
by  himself  in  person,  but  with  his  money,  the  wages  of  his 
iniquity,'  If  so,  the  actual  purchase  of  the  field  was  doubt- 
less made  after  the  Lord's  crucifixion,  as  the  time  of  the 
priests  and  elders  was  too  much  occupied  upon  that  day  to 
attend  to  such  a  transaction.  Matthew  narrates  it  as  tak- 
ing place  before  the  crucifixion,  in  order  to  finish  all  that 
pertained  to  Judas.     Others  make  Judas  to  have  purchased 

'  As  to  the  various  traditional  oooomils  of  Judos'  deatli,  sea  Hofmann's 
Lebea  Jesu,  S33.  Bjnaeus  (ii.  431)  gives  a  riiil  slatement  of  tlie  various 
opinions  up  w  his  day.  Arouif,  (Euriy  TrsTels,  4.)  a.  d.  fOO,  speaks  of  being 
shown  tbe  lai^  fig  tree  from  the  (op  of  which  Judns  suspended  himseif. 

'  Aieximder  in  ioeo ;  Lechier. 
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a  field  before  hia  death  witJi  part  of  the  money  he  had  re- 
ceived ;  and  in  this  field  he  hanged  himself;  and  the  priests, 
after  hia  death,  with  the  remainder  of  the  money,  to  have 
pwrcliased  another.'  Thus  there  were  two  fields,  both 
called  "the  field  of  blood,"  but  for  different  reasons:  one 
as  bought  with  the  price  of  blood,  the  other  as  the  place 
where  Judas  hanged  himself.  It  is  said  that  "ecclesiastical 
tradition  appeai-a  from  .the  earliest  times  to  have  pointed 
out  two  distinct,  though  not  unvarying  spots,  as  referred  to 
in  the  two  accounts."  Early  travellers  mention  Aceldama 
as  distinct  from  the  spot  where  Judas  hanged  himself.' 
Maundrell  also  (468)  mentions  two  Accldamas ;  one  on  the 
west  side  of  the  valley  of  Hinnom,  and  another  on  the  east 
side  of  the  valley  of  Jehosaphat,  not  far  distant  from  Siloa. 
To  the  latter  Saewulf  (42)  refers  as  at  the  foot  of  Mount  Oli- 
vet, a  little  south  of  Gethsenianc.  That  two  fields  are  re- 
ferred to  by  the  Evangelists,  is  doubtful ;  and  the  former 
solution  of  the  discrepancy  is  to  be  preferred. 

The  field  of  blood  is  still  pointed  out  in  the  eastern  part 
of  the  valley  of  Hinnom.  "  Tlie  tradition  which  fixes  it 
upon  this  spot  reaches  back  to  the  age  of  Jerome,  and  it  is 
mentioned  by  almost  every  visitor  of  the  Holy  City  from 
that  time  to  the  present  day.  The  field  or  plat  is  not  now 
marked  by  any  boundary  to  distinguish  it  from  the  rest  of 
the  hillside." '  Hackett '  observes :  "  Tradition  has  placed 
it  on  the  Hill  of  Evil  Council.  It  may  have  been  in  that 
quarter,  at  least;  for  the  field  belonged  originally  to  a 
potter,  and  argillaceous  clay  is  still  found  in  the  neigh- 
borhood. A  workman,  in  a  pottery  which  I  vidted  at  Je- 
rusalem, said  that  all  their  clay  was  obtained  from  the  hill 
over  the  valley  of  Hinnom."  A  chaniel  house,  now  in 
ruins,  built  over  a  cave  in  whose  deep  pit  are  a  few  bonea 

'  See  Greawell,  iii.  2S0 ;  Smith's  Bib.  Diet,  i.  15. 

'  So  MaundevUlo,  Early  Trav.  W5. 

"  Eobioaoo,  i.  354,  ■  *  111.  Scrip.,  267. 
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much  decayed,  is  still  sTiown.    Some  would  identify  it  witli 
tlie  tomb  of  Ananias  mentioned  by  Josephus.' 

Our  purpose  does  not  lead  us  to  inquire  into  tho  mo- 
tives that  impelled  Judas  to  betray  his  Lord.  .  The  theory, 
however,  advocated  by  many,"  that,  sharing  the  general 
Jewish  expectations  as  to  the  Messianic  liingdom,  and  fully 
believing  Jesus  to  be  the  Messiah,  he  had  no  intention  of 
imperilling  His  life,  but  wished  only  to  arouse  Him  to  direct 
and  poMtive  action,  cannot  be  sustained.  If,  knowing  the 
eupernatural  powers  of  Jesus,  he  had  no  fears  that  He 
could  suffer  evil  from  the  hands  of  His  enemies ;  and  deliv- 
ered Him  into  the  power  of  tho  Jewish  authorities  in  order 
that  He  might  be  forced  to  assert  His  Messianic  cliums, 
why  shoold  be  bargain  with  them  for  thirty  pieces  of  sil- 
ver ?  He  could  in  many  ways  have  accomplished  this  end, 
without  taking  the  attitade  of  a  traitor.  The  statements 
of  the  Evangelists  about  bis  covenant  with  the  chief  priests, 
his  conduct  at  the  arrest,  bis  return  of  the  money,  the  words 
of  Peter  respecting  him,  and  especially  the  words  of  the 
Lord,  "  Good  were  it  for  that  man  if  he  had  never  been 
bom,"  conclusively  show  that  he  sinned,  not  through  a  mere 
error  of  judgment,  while  at  heart  hoping  to  advance  the 
interests  of  his  Master,  but  with  deliberate  perfidy,  design- 
ing to  c 


Triday  Morning,  15th  Nisan,  Sin  ApErL, 
783.    A.D.  30. 

Tlie  members  of  the  Sanhedrim  who  led  Jcsaato    Joira  sriii,  2S- 
Pikte,  refuse  to  enter  the  judgment  hall,  lest  they 
should  bo  defiled ;  and  thereapon  he  comes  out  Ui  them 
and  uska  the  nature  of  the  aocuaation.    Ttey  charge 
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Him  with  bdng  a  malefactor,  and  Pilate  diietts  them 
to  take  Him  and  judge  Him  themselves.     As  they 
canuot  infiict  a  capital   punisliioent,  they  bring  the    Luke  ssiii.  2-4. 
charge  of  sedition;  and  Piiate,  reentBring  Oie  judg.     MakK  sv.'H. 
ment  hall,  and  calling  Jesus,  esamicea  Him  as  to  His    Joun  xyiii.  33-38. 
Messianic  claims.    Satisfied  that  He  is  imiocent,  Pilate    Miii.  isvii.  11. 
goes  out  and  affirms  liiat  he  finds  no  fault  in  Him. 
The  Jens  renetvlng  their  accusations,  to  which  Jesas    Mitt,  ixiii.  1 2-14. 
makes  no  reply,  and  mentioning  Galilee,  Pilate  sends    Miiuc  it.  3-5. 
Him  l«  Herod,  mho  was  then  at  Jerusalem ;  but  Jesua    Luke  xiiii.  B-12. 
refuses  to  answer  bia  questions,  and  is  sent  back  to 
Pilate.     The  hitter  now  resorts  to  another  eipedient,    lliTi,  ixvii.  15-18. 
He  seats  himself  upon  the  judgment  seat,  and  calling    Mark  it.  6-10. 
Ilie  chief  priests  and  elders,  declares  to  them  that  nei-    LuKEixiii.  13-1 T. 
ther  himself  nor  llerod  had  found  any  fault  in  Him. 
According  to  custom,  he  would  release  Him.     But  the    John  iviii.  S9,  40. 
multitude  be^nning  to  cry  that  he  should  release  Ba- 
rabbas,  not  Jesus,  he  leaves  it  to  their  choice.    During    Matt,  sevH.  19. 
the  interval  whilst  the  people  were  making  their  choice, 
his  wife  sends  a  message  to  him  of  warning.     The 
people,  persuaded  by  the  priest  and  elders,  reject  Je-    Matt,  iivii.  20-28. 
BUS  and  choose  Barabbas,  and  Pilate  in  vain  makes     MinK  xv.  11-14. 
several  efforts  to  change  their  decision.    At  last  he    Ldks  ixiii.  18-26. 
gives  orders  that  Jesus  be  scourged  previous  to  cruei-     Matt,  xxvii.  28-31. 
fiiion.    This  was  done  by  the  soldiers  with  mockery    MiKE  it.  lS-20. 
and  abuse ;  and  Pilate,  going  forth,  again  takes  Jesus     John  six.  1-4. 
and  presents  Him  to  the  people.     The  Jews  continue    Jous  xls.  5-12. 
tK>  demand  His  death,  but  upon  the  ground  that  He 
made  Himself  the  Son  of  God.     Terrified  at  this  new 
charge,  Pilate  again  takes  Jesus  into  the  hall  to  ask 
Him,  but  receives  no  answer.     Pilate  still  strives  ear- 
nestly to  save  Him,  but  is  met  b;  the  cry  that  he  is 
Ctesar's  enemy.   Yielding  to  fear,  he  ascends  the  tribu- 
nal, and,  calling  for  water,  washes  his  bands  in  token    Matt,  xsvii.  24-25. 
of  his  innocence,  and  then  gives  directions,  that  He  be    John  lix.  13-16. 
taken  away  and  crucified.     As  He  coraesforthhe  pre- 
sents Him  10  them  as  their  King.     They  cry,  Crucify 
Him,  and  He  is  led  away  to  the  place  of  crudSxion. 

It  is  not  easily  determined  whether  the  Pretorium  or 
judgment  hall,  to  which  Jesus  was  talien,  was  in  the  palace 
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of  Ilerod  tho  Great,  and  now  occupied  by  Pilate ;  or  in  the 
fortress  Antonia,  That  the  Roman  governors  sometimes 
nsed  this  palace  as  head-quarters,  appears  from  Josephus,' 
where  Floras  is  said  to  have  done  so ;  and  afterward  (2. 
15.  5)  mention  is  made  of  his  loading  out  the  troops  from 
the  royal  residence.  The  palace  of  Hei'od  at  Cfflsarea  waa 
used  in  like  manner,  (Acts  xxiii.  35.)  The  palace  at  Jeru- 
salem was  situated  on  the  north  side  of  Mount  Sion,  and 
■was  a  magnificent  building  of  white  marble,  with  which, 
according  to  Josephus,  the  temple  itself  bore  no  compari- 
son.' It  is  to  be  distinguished  from  tho  palace  of  Solomon, 
which  was  lower  down  on  the  side  of  the  mount,  aod  near 
the  temple,  and  where  Agrippa  afterward  built,'  That  it 
was  used  by  Pilate  when  he  visited  Jerusalem  is  vei'y  prob- 
able.' Those  who  place  the  judgment  hall  at  the  fortress 
Antonia  refer  in  proof  to  John  xix.  13,  where  it  is  s^d  that 
Klate  "  sat  down  in  the  judgment  seat,  in  a  place  that  is 
called  the  Pavement,  but  in  the  Hebrew,  Gabbatha." ' 
This  Pavement  is  supposed  to  have  been  between  the  for- 
tress Antonia  and  the  western  portico  of  the  temple,  iden- 
tifyiag  it  with  one  mentioned  by  Josephus,'  POate  waa 
thus  sitting  upon  the  highest  point  of  the  large  temple  area, 
where  what  he  did  was  plainly  visible  to  all  present.  But 
the  fact  that  the  outer  court  of  the  temple  was  "  paved 
throughout " '  does  by  no  means  show  that  Pilate  here 
erected  his  tribunal.  Lightfoot  {in  loco)  argues  at  some 
length  to  show  that  this  Pavement  was  the  room  Ga^ith  in 
the  temple,  where  the  Sanhedrim  sat,  and,  as  the  Jews 
would  not  go  to  Pilate's  judgment  hal),  he  went  to  theirs. 


1  War,  2. 14.  B. 

»  War,  1.  21. 1 ;  6.  i  4. 

'  Josephus,  Antiq. 

S.  5.  2;  20.8.11. 

'.So  Mejer,  Winer 

■,  Alford,  Friedlieb,  Lewin.    Eivald  (v.  H)  suppos. 

69  this 

palace  to  have  been  re 

iser-ed  for  the  use  of  Herod's  heirs,  when  fhey  c: 

.meio 

the  capital. 

•  Wieseler,  407. 

'  War,  6.1.  8;  and  0.  3. 

'  Josephus,  War,  t 

1.  5.  2. 

aavGoOgle 


516  THE  LIFE  OF   OUE  LOUD, 

Greswcl!  oliserves  that  "  to  sappose  that  the  trihunal  of 
Rlate  could  have  been  placed  in  any  coart  of  the  temple 
would  he  palpably  absurd,"  Wo  must  then  conclude  that 
this  Pavement  was  a  movable  one,  like  that  which  Sueto- 
nius mentions,  when  he  says  that  Julius  Ciesar  toot  with 
him  pieces  of  marble  ready  fitted,  tliat  they  might  be  laid 
'  down  at  any  place,  and  thej  udgment  seat  be  placed  npon 
them ;  or,  which  is  more  probable,  that  it  was  the  open 
paved  space  before  the  palace  of  Herod.  The  latter  view 
is  confirmed  by  Josephus,'  for  Florus,  when  ho  had  fixed 
his  quarters  in  the  palace,  erected  hia  tribunal  in  front  of 
it,  and  there  gathered  the  chief  men  of  the  city  before,  him. 
The  judge  seems  to  have  been  at  liberty  to  place  his  tribu- 
nal where  he  pleased,  and  Pilate  on  one  occaaon  did  so  in 
the  great  circus.'  We  consider  it  then  most  probable  tliat 
all  the  judicial  proceedings  before  Pilate  were  at  the  palace 
of  Herod  upon  Mount  Sion.' 

Pilate,  being  informed  that  members  of  the  Sanhedrim 
had  brought  a  criminal  before  him,  and  of  their  unwilling- 
ness to  enter  the  palace,  goes  out  to  meet  them.*  It  was 
plainly  the  purpose  of  the  priests  and  elders  to  obtain  at 
once  from  Pilate  a  confirmation  of  their  sentence,  without 
stating  the  grounds  upon  which  He  had  been  condemned; 
but  tliis  plan  was  wholly  baffled  by  his  question,  "  What 
accusation  bring  ye  against  this  man  ?  "  Whether  Pilate 
asted  this  question  from  a  sense  of  justice,  not  thinking  it 
right  to  condemn  any  man  to  death  without  knowing  his 
oifeuce ;  or  whether  he  already  knew  who  the  prisoner  was, 
and  that  lie  had  been    condemned    upon    ecclesiastical 

1  Wnr,  a,  14,  8.  '  Josephus,  War,  B.  9.  S. 

'  Winer,  ii.  29 ;  Greswell,  iii.  225 ;  Tobler,  Top.  i.  222.  Munj,  ho-rreier, 
place  the  judgment  hall  in  the  cnstlo  Autonia ;  so  Williams,  Barclay.  The 
point  is  important  only  in  its  beatings  on  the  site  of  the  sepulchre,  and  the 
directioa  of  the  Via  SoloroGa. 

•  Jones  (Kotos,  3  and  9}  put-s  the  arriFal  of  the  Jews  about  five  o'clock,  or 
a  little  before  sunrisei  Bwald  !j.  433)  an  hour  before  sunrise. 
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grounds,  wo  cannot  determine.  We  can  scarce  doubt, 
however,  that  he  had  some  knowledge  of  Jesus,  of  His. 
toacliing,  works,  and  character.  Without  trouhling  him- 
self about  ecclesiastical  questions,  he  would  closely  watch 
all  popular  movements ;  and  ho  could  not  overlook  a  man 
who  had  excited  bo  much  of  public  attention.  If,  aa  is 
most  probable,  he  was  in  Jerusalem  at  the  time  of  the  Lord's 
public  entry,  he  must  have  heard  how  He  was  hailed  by 
the  multitude  aa  King  of  the  Jews;  and  the  fact  that  he 
placed  a  part  of  the  Roman  cohort  at  the  disposal  of  the 
pi-iosts  when  about  to  arrest  Him,  shows  that  they  must 
have  communicated  to  him  their  design.  But,  however 
this  may  have  been,  it  is  plain  that  he  was  by  no  means 
disposed  to  be  a  mere  tool  in  the  hands  of  the  priests  and 
elders  to  execute  their  revengeful  plans.  Vexed  at  his 
question,  they  reply,  almost  contemptnously,  "  If  He  were 
not  a  malefactor,  we  would  not  have  delivered  Him  up 
unto  thee."  It  is  as  if  they  had  said, '  We  have  tried  Him, 
and  found  Him  to  be  a  malefactor;  there  is  no  need  of  any 
further  judicial  examination.  Rely  upon  us  that  He  is 
guilty,  and  give  us  without  more  delay  the  power  to  punish 
Him.' 

It  is  not  certain  what  force  is  to  be  given  to  the  word 
"  malefactor," '  but  apparently  His  accusers  deagn  to  desig- 
nate Jesus  as  one  who  had  broken  the  civil  laws,  and  there- 
fore was  amenable  to  the  civil  tribunals.  By  the  use  of  this 
general  term  they  conceal  the  nature  of  His  offence,  which 
was  purely  ecclesiastical.  They  had  condemned  Him  for 
blasphemy,  bnt  for  this  Pilate  would  not  put  Him  to  death 
— probably  would  not  entertain  the  case  at  all;  and  as  they 
knew  not  what  other  crime  to  lay  to  His  charge,  they  pre- 
sent Him  as  a  maleia«tor.  This  vague  and  artful  reply  dis- 
pleases Pilate,  who  is,  beside,  touched  by  the  cool  effront- 

I  KaKW  roicpr,  Tischcndorf,  Alford. 
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ery  of  the  council  in  demanding  that  he  shall,  without  exam- 
ination, ratify  their  sentence ;  and  he  answers  tartly,  "  Take 
ye  Him  and  judge  Him  according  to  your  law."  It  is  as  if 
he  had  said,  Ifyou  can  judge,  you  can  also  execute  j  hut  if  I 
execute,  I  shall  also  judge.  This  answer  forces  them  to  con- 
fess that  they  had  no  power  to  put  Him  to  death ;  and  shows 
them  that,  if  they  would  accomplish  their  purpose,  they 
must  bring  some  direct  and  definite  charge,  and  one  of 
which  Pilate  would  take  cognizance.  They  therefore  now 
hegm  to  accuse  him  of  perverting  the  nation,  of  forbidding 
to  give  tribute  to  Csesar,  and  of  saying  that  He  was  Christ, 
a  king,  (Luke  xxiii,  2.)  These  were  veiy  serious  accusa- 
tions, because  directly  affecting  Romaji  authority,  and  such 
as  Pilate  was  bound  to  hear  and  judge. 

Up  to  this  time  Jesus  and  His  accusers,  and  Klate,  had 
been  standing  without  the  Pretoriam.  Accordmg  to  Roman 
law,  the  examination  might  take  place  within  the  Pretoriura, 
but  the  sentence  must  he  pronounced  in  puhlic  without. 
Entering  it,  Pilate  calls  Jesus  and  demands  of  Him,  "  Art 
thou  the  King  of  the  Jews  ?  "  The  Synoptists  ^ve  simply 
this  reply :  "  Thou  sayest,"  or  "I  am  ;  "  but  JoTm  relates 
the  reply  in  full-,  in  which  Jesus  describes  the  nature  of  Hia 
kingdom,  (xviii.  33-38.)  The  effect  of  this  conversation 
upon  Pilate  was  very  great.  He  saw  at  once  that  Jesus 
was  no  vulgar  inciter  of  sedition,  no  ambitious  demagogue 
or  fanatical  zealot,  and  that  the  kingdom  of  which  He 
avowed  Himself  to  be  the  king  was  one  of  truth,  and  not 
of  force.  At  worst,  He  was  only  a  religious  enthuaast, 
from  whose  pretensions  Cresar  could  have  nothing  to  fear; 
and  he  determines  to  save  Hira,  if  possible,  from  the  hands 
of  His  enemies.  Taking  Jesus  with  him,  he  goes  out  and 
declares  to  them  that  he  finds  no  feult  in  Him.  This, 
probably  unexpected,  exculpation  on  his  part  only  make? 
them  "  the  more  fierce,"  and  they  renew  the  charge  that 
He  stirred  up  the  people  throughout  all  Judea  and  Gali- 
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lee,  (Luke  xxiJL  5.)  Mark,  xv.  3,  says :  "  And  the  chief 
priests  accused  Him  of  many  things."  Galilee  may  have 
been  thus  mentioned  because  the  Galileans  were  prone  to 
sedition.  To  all  these  accusations  Jesus  answers  nothing,  so 
that  His  silence  makes  even  PUate  to  marvel.  The  inci- 
dental mention  of  Galilee  suggests  to  the  governor  that  he 
might  relieve  himself  from  responsibility  by  sending  Him  to 
Herod,  who  was  then  in  the  city,  and  nnto  whose  jurisdic- 
tion, as  a  Galilean,  He  rightfully  belonged.  He  accordingly 
sends  Him  to  Herod,  and  hopes  that  he  is  now  quit  of  the 
matter ;  or,  if  Herod  should  decline  jurisdiction,  that  he 
would  express  some  opinion  as  to  His  guilt  or  innocence. 
The  chief  priests  and  scribes  follow  Him,  that  they  may  re- 
new their  accusations  before  the  now  judge. 

By  Herod  the  Lord  was  gladly  received,  as  he  had  long 
desired  lo  see  Him,  and  hoped  that  He  would  now  work 
some  miracle  before  him.  But  to  all  the  king's  questions 
He  answered  nothing,  nor  did  Ho  reply  to  the  accusations 
of  His  enemies.  Angry  at  His  continued  silence,  and  doubt- 
less interpreting  it  as  a  sign  of  contempt,  Herod  and  his 
soldiers  mock  Him  with  pretended  homage,  and,  clothing 
Him  in  a  gorgeous  robe,  send  Him  back  to  Pilate.'  His 
return  so  attired  was  a  very  intelligible  sign  to  Pilate  that 
Herod,  who,  from  his  position,  must  have  known  His  his- 
tory, had  no  knowledge  of  any  seditious  practices  in  Gali- 
lee ;  and  regarded  Him  as  a  harmless  man,  whose  M^sianic 
pretensions  were  rather  to  be  ridiculed  than  severely  pun- 
ished. This  sending  of  Jesus  by  Pilate  to  Herod  was  under- 
stood by  the  latter,  and  probably  designed  by  the  former,  as 
a  mark  of  respect  and  good  will,  and  was  the  means  of  restor- 
ing friendship  between  them,  which  had  been  broken,  per- 

•  Some  would  make  this  n  white  robe,  such  as  candidates  for  office  wero 
accustomeJ  to  wear,  and  chieftains  when  Ihej  went  into  batSle.  Thus  rohed, 
He  appeared  as  Bcaadidote  for  the  honor  of  king  of  the  Jews.  So  JFriedlieb, 
Arehiiol.  109 ;  contra,  Meyer.     In  Vulgate,  ws^e  offia. 
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haps  by  some  qaestion  of  conflicting  jurisdiction,'  Where 
Herod  took  uphia  residence,  when  in  the  city,  is  not  known. 
If  Pilate  occupied  the  fortress  Antonia,  Herod  would  doubt- 
less occupy  his  iather's  palace.  It  is  not  probable  that  both 
occupied  the  latter  together,  as  some  suppose.'  Possibly 
he  made  his  abode  at  the  old  palace  of  the  Maccabees.'  la 
either  case,  the  distance  was  not  great,  and  but  little  time 
was  spent  in  going  to  and  returning  from  Herod. 

After  Jesus  was  brought  back  to  Pilate,  the  latter  calls 
together  "the  chief  priests  and  the  rulers  and  the  people," 
{Luke  xxiii.  13.)  He  now  designs  to  pronounce  Him  inno- 
cent and  end  the  trial,  and  therefore  seats  himself  upon  his 
judgment  seat,  (Matt,  xxvii.  19.)  There  was  a  custom  that 
at  this  feast  a  prisoner  chosen  by  the  people  should  be  re- 
leased from  punishment.  As  to  the  origin  of  this  custom 
nothing  definite  is  known.  From  the  language  of  the  Synop- 
tists,  Kara  eoprijv,  it  has  been  inferi'ed  that  at  each  of  the 
feasts  a  prisoner  was  released.'  John,  however,  confines  it 
to  the  Passover,  and  it  might  have  had  some  special  refer- 
ence to  the  release  of  the  people  from  Egyptian  bondage. 
No  traces  of  it  are  to  be  found  in  later  Jewish  writings.  It 
may  possibly  have  been  established  by  the  Romans  as  a 
matter  of  policy,  but  more  probably  it  was  of  Jewish  origin, 
and  continued  by  the  Roman  governo  's.'  Whether  Pilate 
had  this  custom  in  mind  when  he  took  his  seat  upon  the 
tribunal,  is  not  certain ;  but  his  words  (Luke  xxiii,  16) 
strongly  imply  this,  as  well  as  the  feet  that  he  had  gathered 
the  people  together  with  the  chief  priests  and  rulers.  As- 
cending the  tribunal,  he  formally  declares  that,  having 
examined  Jesus,  he  had  found  no  fault  in  Him,  neither  had 
Herod,  to  whom  ho  had  sent  Him ;  and  after  chastising 

'  Some  would  trace  the  origin  of  tbis  quarrel  to  the  incident  mentioned 
bjLukBiiii.  1.    See  GrosB-ell,  iii.  26. 

>  Lichlenetoia,  43S.  '  Josepbus,  Antiq.  20,  S.  11. 

<  Friedlieb,  Ai-chaoL  110.  '  Winer,  ii,  202 ;  HofmunQ,  360. 
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Him,  ho  will  therefore  release  IKm.  It  seems  froin  the 
scope  of  the  narrative  that  he  intended  to  chastise  Jesus, 
thus  to  propitiate  tho  priests,  and  then  to  release  Him 
under  the  castom  without  further  consulting  the  people. 
In  this  way,  apparently,  Pilate  thought  to  satisfy  all :  the 
people,  by  releasing  Him;  the  priests  and  elders,  by  chaa- 
tJsing  lEm ;  and  himself,  by  delivering  Him  from  death. 
But  he  satisfied  none.  The  people,  reminded  of  their 
claim,  began  to  clamor  for  it,  but  they  did  not  demand  that 
Jesus  should  be  released.  To  satisfy  the  priests  and  rulers, 
His  chastisement  was  iar  too  light  a  punishment  The  cry 
is  raised,  "Away  with  this  man,  and  release  unto  us  Barab- 
bas."  Pilate,  who  knew  how  well  affected  the  people  at 
large  had  been  to  Jesus,  cannot  believe  that  they  will  reject 
Him  and  choose  Barabbas ;  and  he  therefore  accepts  the 
alteroative,  and  leaves  them  to  elect  between  the  two. 

Of  this  Barabbas,  son  of  Abbas,  little  is  known.  Accord- 
ing to  some  authorities,  the  true  reading  (Matt,  xxvii,  16 
and  17)  is  Jesus  Barabbas.'  From  the  statements  of  the 
Evangelists  respecting  him,  it  appears  that  ho  was  one  of 
that  numerous  and  constantly  growing  party  who  detested 
the  Roman  rnle,  and  who  afterward  gained  such  notoriety  as 
the  Zealots.  In  company  with  others,  he  had  stirred  up  an 
insurrection  in  the  city,  and  had  committed  murder,  (Mark 
XV,  7 ;  Luke  sxiii.  1 9.)  John  speaks  of  him  as  a  robber  also  ; 
but  this  crime  was  too  common  to  attract  much  attention, 
or  bring  upon  its  perpetrator  much  odium.  Josephus,' 
speaking  of  Florus,  says  that  "ho  did  all  but  proclaim 
throughout  the  country  that  every  one  was  at  liberty  to  rob, 
provided  he  might  share  in  the  plunder."  It  is  remarkable 
that  this  man  was  confessedly  guilty  of  the  very  crime  with 
which  the  priests  and  rulers  had  falsely  charged  Jesus — that 
of  sedition ;  and  no  plainer  proof  of  their  hypocrisy  could  be 

a,  Alfard. 
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given  to  the  watohfal  Pilate  than  their  efforts  to  release  the 
former  and  to  condemn  the  latter.  And  this  it  ivaa  easy 
for  them  to  effect ;  for  the  tide  of  popular  feeling  ran  very 
Btrong  in  favor  of  national  independence,  and  one  who  had 
risen  up  against  the  Romans,  and  had  shed  blood  in  the  at. 
tempt,  was  deemed  rather  a  hero  and  a  patriot  than  a  mur- 
derer. On  the  other  hand,  Jesus,  so  far  from  encouraging 
the  rising  enmity  to  Roman  rule,  had  always  inculcated 
o'bedience  and  submission — teachings  over  unpalatable  to  a 
subject  nation.  It  is  probable,  too,  that  most  of  those  pres- 
ent were  the  citizens  of  Jerusalem,  rather  than  the  pilgrims 
from  other  parts  of  the  land ;  and,  if  there  were  some  from 
Galilee,  that  they  did  not  dare,  in  opposition  to  the  rulers, 
to  express  openly  their  wishes. 

Whilst  waiting  for  the  people  to  come  to  a  decision,  he 
receives  the  message  from  his  wife  mentioned  by  Matt, 
xxvii.  19.  Nothing  is  tnown  of  her  but  her  name,  which 
tradition  gives  aa  Procla,  or  Claudia  Procula.'  This  dream 
was  generally  regarded  by  the  fathers  as  supernatural,  and 
by  most  ascribed  to  God,  but  by  some  to  Satan,  who  wished 
to  hinder  the  Lord's  death,'  This  message  would  naturally 
tend  to  make  Pilate  more  anxious  to  release  "  that  just 
man,"  even  if  he  did  not  ascribe  to  the  dream  a  divine 
origin.' 

The  Synoptista  agree  that  Pilate  made  three  several  at- 
tempts to  persuade  the  people  to  release  Jesus,  though  the 
order  of  the  attempts  is  not  the  same  in  all.  The  events 
may  be  thus  arranged :  Pilate  presents  to  the  people  the 
two,  Jeans  and  Barabbaa,  between  whom  they  were  to 
choose.  A  little  interval  followed,  during  which  he  received 

'  Wmer,  ii.  362 ;  Hofinann,  MO.  '  See  Jonoa.  Notes,  S59, 

'  Lewin  (129)  finds  ia  this  oiroumstanoe  a  proof  that  the  locality  was  Pi- 
late's ordinary  residence,  tho  palace  of  Herod ;  and  thai  the  charge  against 
Jesua  was  brought  at  so  earl;  aa  hour  that  be  was  aroused  from  his  slam- 
bers  to  bear  il. 
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hta  wife's  message.  He  now  formally  asks  the  people  whom 
they  wished  to  have  released,  (Matt,  xxvii.  21 ;  Mark  xv. 
9;  Luke  xxiii.  16-18-)  They  answer,  Barabbaa.  Klate, 
hopiog  that  by  changing  the  form  of  the  question  he  could 
obtain  an  answer  more  in  accordance  with  his  wishes,  says, 
"  What  shall  I  do  then  with  Jesus,  which  is  called  Christ  ?  " 
{Matt,  xxvii.  22  ;  JVIark  xv.  12.  Luke,  xxiii,  20,  does  not 
give  the  question ;  but  the  answer  shows  that  it  must  have 
been  the  same  as  in  Matthew  and  Mark.)  To  this  they  re- 
ply, "  Let  Hira  be  cracifled,"  Alexander  (on  Mark  xv.  13) 
suggests  that  the  ciy  "  Crucify  Him"  arose  from  the  feet 
that,  as  Barabbas,  by  the  Roman  law,  would  have  been 
crucified,  Jesus  should  now  stand  in  his  stead  and  bear  hia 
punishment.  Bynaeus  (iii.  118)  explains  it  on  thegronnd 
that  crucifixion  was  the  usual  punishment  of  sedition,  of 
which  He  was  accused.  Pilate  now  sees  that  not  only  do 
the  people  reject  Jesus,  but  that  they  insist  upon  the  most 
severe  and  ignominious  punishment.  He  had  proposed 
chastisement;  they  call  for  crucifixion.  He  had  not  antici- 
pated this,  and  will  reason  with  them.  He  therefore  asks, 
"  Why,  what  evil  hath  He  done  ?  "  (Matt,  xxvii.  23  ;  Mark 
XV.  14.)  Luke  (xxiii.  22)  adds;  "  I  have  found  no  cause  of 
death  in  Him ;  I  will  therefore  chastise  Him  and  let  Him 
go,"  This  judicial  declaration  of  His  innocence,  and  al> 
tempt  to  substitute  the  milder  punishment,  only  cause  the 
people  to  cry  out  the  louder,  "  let  Him  be  crucified." 

John  (xviil,  39,  iO)  sums  up  the  narrative  very  bi-iefly, 
and  gives  no  details.  He  omits  the  sending  to  Herod,  and 
states  only  the  result  of  the  popular  election. 

The  great  and  rapid  change  in  public  feeling  in  regard 
to  Jesus  which  four  or  five  days  had  brought,  would  appear 
incredible,  did  we  not  find  many  analogous  eaaes  in  history. 
The  thoughtlessness  and  fickleness  that  characterize  a  popu- 
lace, are  proverbial.  Besides,  we  here  find  special  causes  in 
operation  to  bring  about  this  change.    The  multitude,  that 
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shouted  "  Hosanna  to  the  son  of  David  "  on  the  day  of  His 
triumphal  entry,  doubtless  expected  that  He  would  imme- 
diately assert  His  kingly  claims,  aud  take  a  position  before 
the  public  corresponding  to  His  high  dignity.  But  so  for 
from  this,  He  reappears  the  nest  day,  not  as  a  prince,  but 
as  a  teacher;  He  does  nothing  answering  to  their  expecta- 
tions; He  passes  much  of  His  time  in  seclusion  at  Bethany, 
and  the  excitement  of  His  entry  dies  away.  Still,  Ho  has  a 
powerful  hold  on  the  popular  mind  as  a  prophet  and  worker 
of  miracles;  and  this  is  recognized  by  the  rulers  in  the  man- 
ner in  which  they  effect  His  arrest,  and  the  haste  with 
which  they  press  on  the  trial.  It  was  His  conviction  as  a 
blasphemer  that  turned  the  heart  of  the  people  against  Him. 
The  chief  priests,  the  elders,  the  scribes,  all  those  in  whom 
they  trusted,  and  who  guided  public  opinion,  were  busy  in 
declaring  that  He  had  blasphemed  in  the  presence  of  the 
whole  Sanhedrim.  He  assumed  to  be  something  more  than 
the  Messiah  whom  they  expected — ^to  be  even  the  Son  of 
God.  AH  His  teachings,  all  His  miracles  are  straightway 
forgotten.    He  is  a  blasphemer ;  He  must  die. 

It  may  be,  also,  as  has  been  said,  that  most  of  those  who 
cried  "  Crucily  Him"  were  citizens  of  Jerusalem,  who,  un- 
der the  influence  of  the  hierarchy,  had  never  been  well  in- 
clined toward  bim,  and  do  not  seem  to  have  joined  in  the 
hosannas  and  rejoicings  upon  the  day  of  His  entry. 

From  the  Synoptists  it  would  appear  that,  after  the  &il- 
ure  of  the  attempts  to  induce  the  multitude  to  release  Je- 
sus, Pilate,  desp^ring  of  success,  washed  his  hands  before 
the  people,  and  then  gave  Him  up  to  be  scourged  and  cru- 
cified. But  John  (xix.  4-12)  relates  other  and  apparently 
subsequent  attempts  to  save  Him,  placing  them  after  and 
in  connection  with  the  scourging.  Was  He,  then,  twice 
scourged?  Tliis  is  afEi'med  by  some,  who  regard  the 
scourging  of  John  (xix.  1-3)  as  designed  to  gratify  the  elders 
and  priests,  and  to  excite  popular  compasaon ;  but  that 
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mentioned  by  the  Synoptists  as  the  scourging  usually  in- 
flicted before  crucifixion.  Bat  this  ia  improbable.  That 
scourgiog  generally  preceded  the  crucifixion,  appears  from 
Josepbus,'  This  scourging  was  excessively  seTere,  the 
leathern  thongs  being  often  loaded  with  lead  or  iron,  and 
cutting  through  the  flesh  even  to  the  bone,  so  that  some 
died  under  it.'  But  the  Lord  having  been  once  scourged, 
there  seems  no  reason  why  it  abould  be  repeated;  nor  is  it 
likely  that  Pilate  would  have  permitted  it. 

If,  then,  Jesus  was  scourged  but  once,  and  the  accounts 
of  the  Synoptists  and  of  John  refer  to  the  same  event,  why 
did  Pilate  now  permit  it  ?  Was  it  that,  finding  himself" 
unable  to  save  Jesus,  and  having  no  fui'tber  expedient,  be 
gives  up  the  struggle,  and  sends  Him  away  to  be  scourged 
as  prehniinary  to  His  death  ? '  Or  did  bo  permit  it,  hoping 
that  through  the  milder  punishment  he  might  awalcen  pity, 
and  thus  rescue  Ilim  from  death  ? '  It  is  not  easy  to  decide 
as  to  Piiate's  motives.  He  had  early  oflered  to  chastise 
Jesus,  and  then  release  Him ;  but  this  tbe  multitude  re- 
fused, and  demanded  Hia  crucifixion.  It  does  not,  then, 
seem  probable  that  Ho  could  hope  that  the  mere  sight  of 
Josus  Bufibring  this  punisbment  could  so  awaken  their  pity 
as  to  change  their  determination.'  And  why,  if  this  were 
his  purpose,  should  Jesus  be  taken  into  tbe  common  hail, 
or  Pretorium,  and  subjected  to  the  insults  and  mockery 
of  the  soldiers?  We  infer,  then,  that  Pilate,  having 
yielded  to  the  priests  and  rulers,  sent  Him  to  be  scourged 
as  preliminary  to  His  crucifixion,  which  was  done  by  tbe 

1  War,  H.  11.  9,  and  5. 11. 1.    Sae  Wim 

»  As  to  flagellaiioii  among  Iha  Jevrs,  se 

>  Bjnaeua,  Stier,  Krnffl,  Ellioott. 

*  Mejer,  Sepp,  Alford,  Jones,  Tholucfc, 

»  It  ia  not  oertBin  whether  He  was  scourged  in  the  Pretorium  or 
it.  The  words  of  Matthew  and  Mark  imply  the  latter;  so  Major. 
But  if  He  was  scouvged  but  once,  it  wouldaecmfrom  Jolm  aix.  4  tbi 
done  in  the  Pretorium ;  so  Bynaeua. 
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soldiers  in  their  usual  cruel  way ;  that,  beholding  Him  bloody 
from  the  scourge,  clothed  with  the  purple  robe,  and  wear^ 
log  the  crown  of  thorns,  his  own  compassion  was  awakened, 
and  he  resolved  to  make  one  last  eiFoit  to  deliver  Ilim  from 
death.  He  therefore  leads  Him  forth,  and  after  an  emphatic 
declaration  for  the  third  time  that  he  finds  no  fault  in  Him, 
presents  Him  to  the  people,  saying, "  Behold  the  man."  He 
hoped  that  the  sight  of  one  so  meek,  so  helpless,  so  wretch- 
ed, would  touch  the  hearts  of  all  as  it  had  touched  his  own. 
Stier  gives  rightly  the  meaning  of  his  words :  "  la  this  man 
a  king  ?  An  insurgent  V  A  man  to  be  feared,  or  danger- 
ous? How  innocent,  and  how  miserable!  Is  it  not 
enough  ?  "  It  is  probable,  as  said  by  Jones,  that  as  He 
wore  the  crown  of  thorns  and  purple  robe,  so  He  also  bore 
in  His  hand  the  reed.  But  nothing  could  touch  the  hearts 
of  His  imbittered  enemies.  As  they  saw  Him,  the  chief 
priests  and  olficers  raised  anew  the  cry,  "  Crucily  Him,  cru- 
cify Him,"  It  is  not  said  that  the  people  at  large  joined  in 
it ;  and  perhaps  for  a  time,  through  fear  or  pity,  they  were 
silent. 

Angry  at  the  implacable  determination  of  the  rulers 
that  Jesus  should  be  crucified,  Pilate  tauntingly  responds 
to  the  cry,  "Take  ye  Him  and  crucify  Him,  for  I  find  no 
fault  in  Him."  Lardner  (i,  54)  paraphrases  these  words : 
"  You  must  crucify  Him,  then,  yourselves,  if  you  can  com- 
mit such  a  villany,  for  I  cannot.  He  appears  to  me  inno- 
cent, as  I  have  told  you  already,  and  I  have  now  punished 
Him  as  much  as  He  deserves,"  The  Jews  now  perceived 
that  Pilate,  knowing  that  the  charge  of  sedition  was  base, 
less,  and  deeply  sympathizing  with  Jesus,  would  not  put 
Him  to  death  ;  and  are  compelled  to  return  to  the  original 
charge  of  blasphemy.  "  We  have  a  law,  and  by  our  law  He 
ought  to  die,  because  He  made  Himself  the  Son  of  God," 
This  mention  ofthe  feet  that  Jesus  made  Himself  the  Son  of 
God,  had  a  power  over  Pilate,  who  now  heard  of  it  for  the 
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first  time,  which  the  Jews  little  anticipated.  Was  then  his 
prisoner,  whoso  appearance,  words,  and  conduct  had  ho 
strangely  and  so  deeply  interested  him,  a  divine  being  ? 
Full  of  fear  he  returns  to  the  judgment  hall,  and  commands 
Jesus  to  he  brought,  acd  demands,  "  Whence  art  thou?" 
EGsdlence  at  first,  and  still  more  His  answer  afterward,  con- 
firmed Pilate  in  his  determination  to  release  Him ;  and  he 
may  probably  have  taken  some  open  step  toward  it.  But 
the  rulers  will  not  thus  give  up  their  victim.  They  begin  to 
threaten  that  if  be  release  Him  be  thereby  shows  that  he  is 
Cffisar's  enemy,  and  that  they  will  accuse  him  before  the 
emperor.  PUate  now  perceives  the  danger  of  his  positloD, 
Such  an  accusation  be  must,  at  any  cost,  avoid.  His  admin- 
istration would  not,  in  many  respects,  bear  a  close  scrutiny  ; 
and  the  slightest  suspicion  that  he  had  shown  favor  to  a 
clamant  of  the  Jewish  throne,  falling  into  the  ear  of  the 
jealous  and  ii-ritable  Tiberius,  would  have  endangered,  not 
only  bis  oflice,  but  his  life.  Such  peril  he  could  not  meet. 
The  shrewd  elders  and  priests,  who  knew  the  selfish  weak- 
ness of  his  character,  pressed  their  advantage,  and  Pilate 
dared  do  no  more.  Jeans  must  be  crucified.  He  now  pre- 
pares to  ^ve  final  sentence.  But  he  will  first  clear  himself 
of  the  guilt  of  shedding  innocent  blood.  He  takes  water 
and  washes  his  hands  before  all,  to  show  that  be  is  clean.' 
"  Then  answered  all  the  people,  Hia  blood  bo  on  us  and  on 
our  children."  At  this  moment,  about  to  give  sentence, 
Pilate  could  not  give  up  the  poor  satisfaction  of  mocking 
the  Jews  in  what  he  know  weli  to  be  a  most  tender  point : 
their  Messianic  hopes.  He  cries  out,  "Behold  your  king." 
His  contemptaoua  words  only  bring  back  the  fierce  re- 
sponse, "Away  with  Him;  crucify  Him."  Still  more  bit- 
terly he  repeats,  "  Shall  I  crucify  your  king  ?  "  The  answer 

'  Many  place  tiiis  after  tho  worda  of  the  Jews,  "  We  hate  no  king  but 
Cfesaf,"  (John  six.  IS  ;)  so  Stier.    Same  before  the  sconr^g  of  Jesua;  BO 
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of  the  cLief  priests,  for  the  people  are  not  said  to  have  joined 
in  it,  "  We  have  no  king  but  Ctesar,"  was  an  open  renun- 
ciation of  their  allegiance  to  Jehovah,  and  of  the  covenant 
which  He  had  made  with  the  house  of  David,  (2  Sam.  vii. 
12.)  Thus  had  the  Jews  been  led,  step  by  stop,  not  only  to 
reject  their  Messiah,  to  prefer  a  robber  and  murderer  before 
Him,  to  insist  mercilessly  that  He  should  be  put  to  a  most 
shameful  death,  but  even  to  accept  and  openly  proclaim  the 
Roman  emperor  as  their  king.  This  was  the  culminating 
point  of  national  apostasy- 
Some  points  presented  by  the  narrative  demand  further 
consideration.  Bi-ief  reasons  have  been  given  for  supposing 
that  Jesus  was  scourged  but  once.  Some,  however,  would 
make  the  scourging  mentioned  by  John  (xix.  1)  a  kind  of 
judicial  torture,  or  quaeatio  per  tormenta,  for  the  purpose 
of  forcing  a  confession  if  the  prisoner  were  really  guilty. 
To  this  torturo  by  scourging  Pilate  subjected  Jesus,  not 
that  he  had  any  doubt  of  His  innocence,  but  that  if  no 
confession  of  guilt  wore  extorted,  he  might  have  stronger 
grounds  for  setting  Him  free.'  Torture  was  customary  with 
the  Romans,  (Acts  ssii.  24,)  and  was  practised  by  Herod 
the  Great,"  But  that  Pilate  should  now  have  recourse  to  it, 
when  he  himself  knew  Jesus  to  be  innocent,  merely  that  he 
might  say  to  the  Jews  that  He  had  made  no  confession,  is 
most  improbable.  Sepp  (vi.  241)  supposes  that  the  soldiers 
regarded  the  scourging  as  intended  to  extort  a  confession, 
and  acted  accordingly,  though  Pilate  had  other  designs. 

The  person  to  be  scourged  was  bound  to  a  low  pillar, 
that,  bending  over,  the  blows  might  bo  better  inflicted.  The 
piDar  to  which  the  Lord  was  bound  is  mentioned  by  Je- 
rome and  Bede,  and  others.'  There  is  now  shown  in  the 
church  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre  a  fragment  of  a  porphyry 

'  Hug,  cited  by  Tholnck;  Bnolicr,  77T ;  Kitchen,  Lex.  71.  E71 ;  Friedlieb, 
B31.    See,  howerer,  contrn,  his  Archiiol.  116. 

3  Sec  Jasi^phus,  Antiq^.  IS.  10.  3  and  i.  '  HafmaQD,  3G5. 
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column  called  the  Column  of  tliu  Flagellation,  and  a  rival 
column  is  preserved  at  Rome. 

The  traditional  site  in  the  Via  Dolorosa  of  the  place 
where  Pilate  presented  Jesus  to  the  people,  or  the  Arch  of 
the  Ecce  Homo,  has  been  recently  defended  by  Saulcy,  (li. 
201.)  This  writer  naakes  Pilate  to  have  led  Jesus  forth 
upon  the  gallery,  ^ij/m,  (John  six.  13,)  which  was  situated 
in  the  Pavement,  and  there,  for  tho  second  time,  to  havo 
shown  Him  to  the  people. 

The  form  of  Pilate's  sentence  is  not  given.  The  custom, 
aiy  form  was,  Ibis  ad  crucem.  Friedlieb  (Arch.  125)  gives 
a  sentence  pretended  by  Adricbomius  to  be  genuine,  hut 
rightly  rejects  it.  Another  sentence,  said  to  have  been 
found  in  Aquila  in  Italy,  has  been  often  printed.  Another 
was  found  at  the  same  place  a  few  years  since.'  Both  are 
obvious  fiibri cations. 

It  has  been  much  disputed  whether  Pilate  transmitted 
to  the  emperor  at  Rome  any  account  of  Christ's  trial  and 
death.  In  itself  this  is  intrinsically  probable,  for  it  seems  to 
have  been  the  custom  of  governors  of  provincea  to  send 
thither  records  of  the  more  important  events  occurring 
during  their  administration.  Thus  Philo  speaks  of  the 
"  acta,"  actOy  ti'anamitted  to  Caligula  from  Alexandria. 
That  Klate  did  send  such  records,  appears  from  Justin  Mar- 
tyr's address  to  the  Emperor  Rus,  in  which  he  appeals  to 
them  as  proving  Christ's  miracles  and  sufferings,  Tertul- 
lian,  in  his  Apology,  also  appeals  to  them.  Eusebins,  in 
his  History,  (il,  2,)  relates,  upon  the  authority  of  Tertullian, 
that  "Hberius,  receiving  these  acts  of  Pilate,  containing  an 
account  of  the  Lord's  resurrection,  and  of  His  miracles,  pro- 
posed to  the  senate  that  He  should  be  ranted  among  the 
gods.  If,  however,  Pilate  really  sent  such  an  account,  we 
obtain  from  it  no  additional  particulars  respecting  the  trial 

'  See  bolli,  given  by  Hofmann,  S6S-3G9. 
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and  death  of  the  Lord.  No  -writer  gives  any  quotation  from 
it;  from  which  it  may  be  inferred  that  none,  even  of  those 
who  refer  t-o  it,  had  ever  seen  it.  The  supposition  that  Pi- 
late's records  had  been  destroyed  by  the  senate  or  emper- 
or before  the  time  of  Coristantine,  in  order  to  remove  this 
proof  of  Christianity,  is  not  very  probable.' 

Some  have  attempted  to  cast  additional  light  upon  the 
evangelical  narratives  by  referring  to  the  Apocryphal  Gos- 
pel of  Nicodemus.  But  fi'om  it  very  little  of  value  can  be 
dra^yn." 


Feidat,  15th  Nisan,  783.     a.d.  30. 

Delivered  by  Pilate  Into  the  hunda  of  soldiers,  He    John  lii.  16-24. 
is  led  without  the  eity  W  a  place  called  Golgotha,    Mirr.  isvii.  32-38. 
bearing  His  eross.    Falling  exhausted  under  the  bur-    Make  xt,  31-27. 
den,  the  soldiers  compelled  Simon  of  Cji'eoe,  whom    Luke  xxiii.  26-31. 
they  met,  to  bear  it  with  Jesus.     To  some  women 
following  Him  and  weeping.  He  speaks  words  of  ad- 
mooidon,  and  foretells  the  judgments  ohout,  to  eome 
upon  Jerusalem.     After  He  had  been  aiBxed  to  the 
erosa,  they  gave  Him  wine  mingled  with  gall,  but  He 
would  not  drink.     Two  malefactors  were  crucified 
with  Him,  one  On  the  right  hand  and  one  on  the  ieR. 
Afl  they  were  nailing  Him  to  "the  cross,  He  prays  to 
His  Father  to  forgive  tbem.     The  inscription  placed 
over  His  head  displeased  the  Jews,  but  Pilate  refused 
to  change  it.    The  soMiers  who  kept  watch  at  the 
foot  of  tlie  cross,  divide  Bis  garments  among  them- 
selves! 

It  was,  according  to  John,  (xix.  14,)  "  about  the  sixth 
hour,"  bipa  S«  twrei  tKDj,  when  Pilate  sat  down  in  the  judg- 
ment seat  to  pronounce  final  sentence.     But  this  seems  in 
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direct  opposition  to  Maik,  (xv,  25,)  "And  it  was  the  third 
hour,  and  they  ciiiciiied  Him,"  Against  Jolin's  statement, 
is  that  also  of  all  the  Sj-noptists,  that  there  was  darkness 
fi-om  the  sixth  hour  over  all  the  land  till  the  ninth  hour, 
{Matt,  xxvii.  45 ;  Mark  xv.  33  ;  Luke  xxiii.  44.)  This 
darkness  did  not  begin  till  Jesus  had  been  for  some  time 
nailed  to  the  cross.  Many  cSbits  have  been  made  to  har- 
monize this  discrepancy.'  That  change  of  punctuation 
which  places  a  period  at  the  word  "  preparation,"  (in  John 
xix.  14,)  and  joins  "  of  the  Passover  "  with  "hour,"  mak- 
ing it  to  read,  "  And  ifc  was  the  preparation,  and  about  the 
sixth  hour  of  the  Passover,"  has  been  already  spoken  of  In 
another  connection.  It  is  forced  and  untenable.  Some 
would  change  "  sixth  "  into  "third,"  and  thus  bring  John 
into  harmony  with  Mark,  regarding  the  former  as  an  error 
of  copyists."  But  tlie  weight  of  authority  is  in  favor  of  the 
present  reading."  Lightfoot  finds  a  solution  in  his  inter- 
pretation of  Mark,  who  does  not  say,  "  it  was  the  third 
hour  lehen  they  crucified  Ilim,"  but  "it  was  the  third 
hour  and  they  crucified  Him."  It  notes  that  the  fathera 
of  the  Sanhedrim  should  have  been  present  at  the  third 
hour  in  the  temple,  offering  their  thank  offerings.  "  When 
the  third  hour  now  was,  and  was  passed,  yet  they  omit- 
ted not  to  prosecute  His  conviction."  Tliis  is  wholly  un- 
satisfaetoi-y.  Some  would  make  the  "  preparation  "  of 
John,  iropao-KEinj,  to  denote  not  the  whole  day,  but  that  part 
of  it  immediately  preceding  the  Sabbath,  or  from  3-6  f.  m. 
Thus  John's  meaning  would  be,  it  was  the  sixth  hour  be- 
fore the  commencement  of  the  preparation,  or  about  9  a,m., 
which  would  agree  with  Mark.  Others  would  read  it, 
"  about  the  sixth  hour,  or  noon,  the  preparation  time  of 

'  For  u  fuU  account  of  early  opinions,  see  Bjnncua,  iij.  ITS. 
'  Bynaeus;  Robinson,  Hor.  236,  who  refers  to  Griesbaoh  and  Wetstein; 
Lullmrcit,  Bloomfield. 

5  Tiscbeadorf,  Alford,  Greswell,  Wieseler,  MEjer. 


icioy  Google 


532  THE  LITB    OP   OUE  LOKD. 

Passover  day  conimenced,"  Both  these  construction  a  are 
arbitrary.  Some  would  make  the  term  hour,  bipa,  to  be 
nsed  by  John  in  a  large  sense.  The  day  was  divided  into 
four  periods  of  "three  hours  each,  and  to  each  of  these 
periods  was  the  term  hour  applied.  Thus  the  first  hour 
was  from  6-9,  the  third  from  9-12,  the  sixth  from  J2-3, 
the  ninth  from  3-6.  The  third  hour  of  Mark  was  from 
9-12.  During  this  period,  and  probably  at  the  beginning 
of  it,  Jesus  was  crucified.  John,  in  his  statement,  refers  to 
the  end  of  it."  But  this  is  unsupported  by  usage.  Many 
suppose  that  John  reckons  the  hours  according  to  the 
Roman  mode,  from  midnight.  Thus  his  sixth  hour  would 
bo  6  A.  It,  Some,  as  Jones,  so  modify  this  as  to  make  the 
sixth  hour  to  continue  till  nine.  In  regard  to  this,  Now- 
oome  remarks,"  "  That  the  Romans  ever  reckoned  their 
hours  in  the  manner  that  we  do,  from  midnight  or  from 
midday,  is  destitute  of  proof  Though  other  matters  were 
regulated  by  tho  civil  computation,  the  hours  were  counted 
according  to  the  natuial  day,  from  six  in  tho  morning  to 
six  in  the  evening,  and  again  from  six  in  the  evening  to  six 
in  the  moi'ning."  Wieseler,  (4Ii,)  who  admits  that  the  Ro- 
mans in  general  reckoned  from  sunrise,  yet  finds  an  excep- 
tion in  this  case,  because  the  15th  Nisan,  as  distinguished 
from  the  Passover,  began  at  midnight,  (Exod,  xii.  29,) 
Upon  this  one  day  John  could  reckon  the  hours  from  mid- 
night. But  this  is  certainly  most  improbable,  and  the 
Roman  computation  being  the  samo  with  the  Jewish,' 
nothing  is  gained,  Greswell,  therefore,  after  Townson, 
makes  John  to  reckon  after  our  own  mode,  from  mid- 
night ;  but  this  does  not  fit  the  other  notices  of  time  in 
his  Gospel,  and  it  is  scarcely  possible  that  all  could  have 
been  done  by  so  early  an  hour.' 

1  So  Godwyn,  MoBCS  and  Aaron, SI;  Campbell,  noteaiii  loco;  KraBl,  liT. 

'  Har.  notes  in  loco. 

'  See,  however,  Ewald,  (v,  483),  who  mates  Jesus  to  liave  been  broogM 
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We  conclude,  then,  that  the  sixth  hour  of  John  was 
the  twelfth  hour  with  ws,  or  midday.  But  it  is  to  he 
noted  that  he  says,  "ahout  the  sixth  hour,"  vn  (ntij,' 
which  implies  that  he  gives  no  exaet  note  of  the  time. 
It  is  rendered  by  Norton,  "it  was  toward  noon,"  and 
this  very  well  expresses  tho  meaning.  Mark's  words,  "  It 
was  the  third  hour,  and  they  crucified  Him,"  need  not 
be  taken  as  a  specific  designation  of  the  hour  when  He  was 
nailed  to  the  cross,  but  as  marking  the  time  when,  the  sen- 
tence having  been  pronounced,  Ho  was  given  up  to  the 
soldiers,  and  the  preparatory  steps  to  the  crucifixion  began. 
OttE  exact  divisions  of  time  were  wholly  unknown  to  the 
andents,' 

If  the  Sanhedrim  held  its  second  session  about  sunrise, 
as  the  statements  of  the  Evangelists  lead  us  to  suppose,  the 
events  subsequent  down  to  the  crucifixion,  must  have  occu- 
pifid  several  hours.  Tho  time  when  Jesus  was  led  to  the 
hall  of  judgment  is  noted  by  John,  {xviu.  28,)  "  and  it  W^ 
early,"  ijv  Se  xpui.  If  this  denote  the  fourth  wateh  of  the 
night,  it  was  from  3-6  a.  m.  The  usual  hour  for  opening 
jndicial  proceedings  among  the  Romans  was  9  a,  m.,  and 
probably  Pilate  now  a  little  anticipated  the  time.  The 
crucifixion  itself  w:as  during  the  interval  from  nine  to 
twelve. 

The  place  of  the  crucifixion  will  be  hereafter  considered 
when  we  inquire  where  the  IJord  was  buried.  From  Heb. 
xiii.  12  it  appears  that  the  cross  was  placed  without  the 
gate  ;  and  from  the  Evangelists,  that  it  was  called  Calvary, 
or  in  the  Hebrew,  Grolgotha,  meaning  the  place  of  a  skull ; 
and  that  it  was  not  far  from  the  public  street.  Jesus  was 
conducted  thither  by  the  soldiers,  Pilate  not  having  lictora, 
to  whom   such   duty   specially   belonged.     According   to 

to  Pilate  an  hour  before  snnrise,  (John  itiii.  9S,  vpai,)  the  senfence  given 
at  6  A.  11.,  {John  lix.  14,)  and  the  crocifixioQ  at  0,  (Mark  ir.  25,) 
'  TiBChendorf.  '  See  Pauly,  Real.  Eacyo.,  ii.  1017,  art.  Dies. 
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Roman  custom,  He  bore  his  own  cross;  but,  wearied  by  the 
labors  of  the  night,  and  faint  from  the  scourging  and  abuse 
of  Hia  enemies,  He  sank  beneath  the  burden.  At  this 
juncture,  meeting  a  man  of  Cyrene,  named  Simon,  they 
compelled  Mm  to  assist  Jesus  in  bearing  it,  (Luke  xxiii.  26.) 
According  to  some,  he  bore  it  alone.  Probably  ho  was  mot 
just  as  they  were  going  out  of  the  city  gate,  and  he  was 
entering  in,  (Matt,  xxvil.  32,)  Of  this  Simon  little  is  known, 
except  that  he  was  a  Cyrenian,  and  the  father  of  Alexander 
and  Buiiis,  {Mai'k  xv.  21.)  Many  suppose  him  a  slave 
from  the  fact  that,  while  so  many  Jews  must  have  been 
present,  they  were  passed  by,  and  he  was  seized  upon  to 
perform  this  degrading  office,'  The  reason,  however,  of 
his  selection  may  simply,  have  been  that,  chancing  to  be 
close  at  hand  when  Jesus  sank  down  from  weariness,  they 
compel  him  to  assist.  Others  suppose  him  to  have  been  a 
disciple,  and  on  that  account  selected ;  but  this  fact  could 
scarcely  have  been  known  to  the  soldiers.  That  he  subse- 
quently  became  a  disciple  is  more  probable.  Following 
the  Lord  upon  the  way  to  the  place  of  crucifixion  was 
"  a  great  company  of  people  and  of  women,  which  also 
bewailed  and  lamented  Him,"  (Luka  xxiii.  2?,)  These 
women  do  not  seem  to  have  been  those  who  followed  Him 
from  Galilee,  but  those  of  the  city,  or  the  parts  adjacent, 
who  had  seen  Him,  or  heard  Him,  and  now  sympathized 
with  Him.' 

'  So  Mejer. 

'  For  a  minnte  account  ot  tlie  Lord's  progress  from  the  judgmeut  hall  to 
the  cross,  along  tho  Via  Dolorosa,  and  the  traditioaary  incidents,  see  Hof- 
mann,  371.  "Whether  tho  Via  Dolorosa  receives  a  tight  designation  oe 
not,  we  do  not  know.  It  was  np  part  of  its  ascent,  or  that  of  its  neigh- 
borhood, thai,  in  all  probability,  Christ  bore  His  cross,"  CWilson,  i.  425.) 
Robinson  finds  in  the  fourteenth  ccntnry  the  earliest  allusion  to  the  Via 
Dolorosa,  (i.  233,  note.)  For  full  details  as  to  the  traditional  stations  along 
this  way,  see  Tobler,  Top.  i.  £63,  &Q.  But  if  tho  trial  of  the  Lord  was  at 
the  pahice  of  Herod  on  Mount  Sion,  He  could  not  hare  passed  along  tlis 
Via  Dolorosa. 
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It  is  uncertain  wlietlier  llie  cross  was  placed  in  the 
ground  before  the  victim  -was  nailed  to  it,  or  after ;  but  the 
former  is  most  probable.^  With  Jesus  were  crucified  two 
malefactors,  respecting  whom  we  tnow  nothing,  but  who 
may  have  been  companions  of  Barabbas."  An  early  tradition 
makes  them  to  have  been  two  robbers,  named  Titus  and 
Dumacbus,  whom  Jesus  met  in  Egypt ;  and  it  is  said  that 
He  then  predicted  that  both  should  be  crucified  with  Him.* 
His  position  between  the  two  was  probably  owing  to  the 
malice  of  the  priests ;  though  the  soldiers  may  have  done  it 
in  mockery  of  his  kingly  claims.  Greswell,  (iii.  246,)  from 
John  xix.  32,  S3,  conjectures  that  the  crosses  of  the  two 
malefactors  looked  to  the  west,  but  that  of  Jesus  to 
the  east.    Tradition  makes  His  to   have  looked  to  the 

The  offering  of  vinegar  mingled  with  gall  (Matthew 
and  Mark)  seems  to  have  been  before  the  nailing  to  the 
cross.  The  object  of  this  was  to  stupefy  the  victim,  so  that 
the  pain  might  not  be  so  acutely  felt.  This,  however,  was 
a  Jewish,  not  a  Roman  custom,  though  now  permitted  by 
the  Romans.'  Lightfoot  (on  Matt,  xxvii.  34)  quotes  from 
the  Rabbins,  "To_  those  that  were  to  be  executed  they 
gave  a  grain  of  myrrh,  infused  in  wine,  to  drink,  that  their 
understanding  might  be  disturbed,  or  they  lose  their  senses, 
as  it  is  said, '  Give  strong  drink  to  them  that  are  ready  to 
die,  and  wine  to  them  that  are  of  sorrowful  heart.' "  This 
mixture  the  Lord  tasted,  but,  knowing  its  purpose,  would 
not  drink  it.  He  would  not  permit  the "  clearness  of  Ilia 
mind  to  be  thus  disturbed,  and,  in  the  full  possession  of 
consciousness,  would  endure  all  the  agonies  of  the  cross. 
Meyer  and  Alford  find  a  contradiction  between  Matthew 

■  Eriedliel),  Aroh.  142 ;  Groawell.  iii.  2i5. 

'  Ab  to  the  abundance  of  thieyea  and  robbers  at  tMs  time,  and  ita  causes, 
see  Lightfoot  on  Matt,  xxvii.  S3. 

a  Hofmann,  176.  *  Hofmann,  878.  '  Friedliob,  ArohEoI.  140. 
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and  Mark,  because  tie  former  speaks  of"  vinegar  mingled 
with  gall;"  the  latter,  of  "  wine  mingled  with  myrrh."  Bat 
it  is  well  said  hy  Alexander,  that  "  as  the  wine  ased  by  the 
soldiers  was  a  cheap  sour  wine,  little,  if  at  all,  superior  to 
vinegar,  and  as  myrrh,  gall,  and  other  bitter  substaneea 
are  put  for  the  whole  class,  there  ia  really  no  difference  in 


Lightfoot  supposes  that  it  was  not  the  usual  mixture, 
wine  and  frankiEcense,  or  myrrh,  but,  for  greater  mockage, 
and  out  of  rancor,  vinegar  and  gall.  Townsend'  supposes 
that  three  potions  were  offered  him:  the  first,  vinegar 
mingled  with  gall,  in  malice  and  derision,  which  He  refused ; 
then  the  intoxicating  draught,  which  He  also  refused ; 
then  the  sour  wine,  or  posca,  which  He  drank.  Another 
Bupposition  is,  that  benevolent  women  gave  him  the  wina 
and  myrrh,  and  at  the  same  time  the  soldiers  brought  the 
vinegar  and  gall. 

Crucifixion  was  a  punishment  used  by  the  Grecians, 
Romans,  Egyptians,  and  many  other  nations,  but  not  by 
tbe  Jews.  It  was  indeed  permitted  by  the  law  to  hang  a 
man  on  a  tree,  but  only  after  he  had  been  put  to  death, 
(Deut.  xxi.  22,  23.)  Upon  this,  Mairaonides,  quoted  by 
Ainsworth,  remarks ;  "  After  they  are  stoned  to  death,  they 
iasten  a  piece  of  timber  in  the  earth,  and  out  of  it  there 
crosseth  a  piece  of  wood ;  then  they  tie  both  his  hands  one 
to  anotlier,  and  hang  tbem  near  unto  the  setting  of  the 
Bun."  The  form  of  the  cross  varied.  Sometimes  it  was  in 
the  shape  of  the  letter  X.  This  was  called  crux  decussata. 
Sometimes  it  was  in  the  shape  of  the  letter  T-  This  was 
called  crux  commisaa.  Sometimes  it  was  in  the  form  follow- 
ing: -f-.  This  was  called  erwa  jmmisstt.  Tradition  aiBrms 
that  the  cross  on  which  the  Lord  Buffered  was  of  the  latter 

'  That  xoAti,  gall,  ia  used  ia  the  Scptuagint  for  Tarious  kinds  of  bitter 
stuffs,  see  Winer,  i,  360;  Friodlieb,  Arch.  141. 
'  Part  viL  note  23 
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kind ;  and  early  pMnters  have  so  represented  it,'  The  up- 
right po8t^  or  beam,  was  by  no  means  lofty,  generally  only 
ao  high  as  to  raise  the  person  a  few  inches  from  the  ground. 
Midway  upon  it  was  a  little  projection,  sedile,  «pon  which 
the  person  sat,  that  the  whole  weight  of  the  body  might 
not  iall  upon  the  arms,  and  they  thus  be  torn  from  the 
nails.  The  arms  were  sometimes  tied  with  cords,  perhaps 
to  prevent  this  pressure  upon  the  nails,  or  that  the  nailing 
might  be  the  more  easily  effected.  The  bead  waa  not 
fastened.  Whether  the  feet  were  generally  nailed,  has 
been  much  disputed.^  That  the  Lord's  feet  were  thus 
nailed,  may  be  inferred  from  Luke  xxiv.  89,  40.  Ap- 
pearing to  the  Eleven  upon  the  evening  following  His 
resurrection.  Ho  said  to  them :  "  Behold  my  hands  and 
my  feet,  that  it  is  I  myself;  handle  me  and  see,  for  a 
spirit  hath  not  flesh  and  bones,  as  ye  see  me  have-  And 
when  He  had  thus  spoken,  He  showed  them  His  hands  and 
His  feet."  T!iis  showing  of  the  hands  and  feet  could  not 
be  simply  to  convince  them  that  His  body  was  a  real  body, 
and  not  a  mere  phantasm ;  but  had  also  the  end  to  convince 
them  of  His  identity.  "It  is  I  myself;  and  in  proof  of  this, 
look  at  the  prints  of  the  nails  remaining  in  my  hands  and 
my  feet."  John  (xx.  20)  save,  "  He  showed  unto  them 
His  bands  and  His  side."  From  both  narratives,  it  follows 
that  He  showed  them  the  wounds  in  His  hands,  His  ade, 
and  His  feet.  That,  at  his  second  appeai-ing  to  the  Eleven, 
He  spake  to  Thomas  only  of  His  hands  and  His  side,  is 
to  be  explained  as  giving  all  the  proof  that  that  sceptical 
apostle  had  demanded,  (v.  26.)  Alford  gives  a  little  differ- 
ent explanation :  "  He  probably  does  not  name  the  feet, 

■  Hofmann,  3f 3,  See  Bynaeus,  (UL  S36,)  and  Didron's  Christinn  Iconogra- 
phy, (Trans,  i.  ST4,)  for  a  diHCoasion  of  the  various  forms  of  tbe  cross. 

'  In  neg.,  see  Paulus,  (Handbuch,  iii.  6S9,)  who  discusses  this  point  at 
great  length;  Winer,  i.  6T8;  aff,,  friedlieb,  144;  Meyer  on  Matt,  ixvii.  36, 
Alford,  "  not  always,  nor  perhaps  generally,  though  certunly  doC  seldom." 
23* 
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merely  because  the  hands  and  side  would  more  naturally 
offer  themselves  to  his  examination  than  the  feet,  to  which 
he  muat  stoop."  That  the  feet  were  nailed,  has  been  the 
current  view  of  commentators,' 

It  has  been  questioned  whether  the  feet  of  the  Lord 
were  separately  nailed,  or  one  nail  was  used  for  both. 
According  to  Hofmann,  most  of  the  painters  have  repre- 
sented the  feet  aa  lying  one  over  the  other,  and  both  pene- 
trated by  the  same  nail."  Didron  {Christian  Iconography) 
observes ;  "  Previous  to  the  thirteenth  century,  Christ  was 
attached  to  the  cross  by  three  or  four  nails  indifferently. 
After  the  thirteenth  century,  the  practice  of  putting  only 
throo  nails  was  definitively  in  the  ascendant."  On  the 
other  hand,  early  tradition  speaks  of  four  nails.'  It  is  pos- 
sible that  the  erown  of  thorns  remained  upon  His  head,  as 
represented  by  the  painters.  Matthew  and  Mark,  who  both 
speak  of  taking  off  the  purple  robe,  say  nothing  of  the 
soldiers  removing  the  crown  of  thorns. 

The  prayer,  "  Father,  forgive  them,  for  they  know  not 
what  they  do,"  given  only  by  Luke,  (xxiii.  34,)  was  prob- 
ably spoken  while  tho'  soldiers  were  n^ing  him  to  the 
cross,  or  immediately  after.  It  doubtless  embraced  all 
who  took  part  in  Hia  crucifixion — not  only  the  soldiers,  who 
were  compelled  to  obey  the  orders  given  them,  bat  the 
Jewish  priests  and  elders,  and  the  Roman  governor — all 
who  had  caused  His  sufferings.  The  garments  of  the  cru- 
cified belonged  to  the  soldiers  as  their  spoil.  After  the 
foor  appointed  to  this  duty  had  divided  His  garments,  they 
sat  down  to  watch  the  body. 

It  was  customaiy  among  the  Romans  to  afiix  to  the 
cross  an  inscription,  titXo?,  airta,  in  order  to  point  out  to 
all  the  nature  of  the  offence.  Whether  it  was  home  before 

1  Tboluck,  Stier,  Lange,  Ebrard,  Ewald,  OJshausen. 
'  Sea,  howerer,  Friedlieb,  Archaol.  146,  note, 
3  See  Winer,  tare;  Sepp,  vi.  333;  EUicott,  S63. 
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the  criminal,  or  upon  his  nock,  or  ii-as  attached  to  the 
cross,  is  uncertain ;  but,  on  reaching  the  place  of  execution, 
it  was  set  up  over  his  head.  As  this  inscription  is  differ- 
ently given  by  the  Evangelists,  it  has  been  conjectured  that 
it  was  differently  written  in  the  Greek,  Latin,  and  Hebrew.' 
Pilate,  who  as  judge  prepared  the  inscription,  took  occa- 
sion to  gratify  his  scorn  of  the  Jews,  who  had  so  thwarted 
him ;  and  his  short  and  decisive  answer,  when  he  was  re- 
quested by  them  to  change  it,  shows  the  bitterness  of  hia 
resentment.  Jones  sees  in  this  a  providential  actnowledg- 
mcDt  of  Jesus,  by  public  authority,  as  King  of  the  Jews. 
Greawell  supposes  this  request  may  have  been  made  before 
the  arrival  at  Calvary. 


Feidat,  15th  Nisan,  7th  April,  V83.     a.  d.  30. 

While  hanging  upon  the  cross,  the  multitudes,     Matt.  xxvU.  S9-44. 
as  they  passed  by,  reTiled  and  derided  Ilim.    In    MiEK  xv.  29-32. 
this  mockery  the  high  priests  and  scribes  and  eldeis,     Luce  xxuL  3B-43. 
and  even  the  lira  maJefactorfl,  joined.     Prom  the 
cross,  beholding  Ilia  mother  standing  near  by  with    Joiui  lii,  25-3^. 
John,  Ho  commends  him  to  her  as  her  son,  and  her 
to  him  as  his  mother ;  and  John  takes  her  to  bis 
own  house.    Darkness  now  orerspreads  the  land    Matt,  xxvii.  45-06. 
from  the  sixth  to  the  ninth  hour,  and  during  this    Mare  :v.  3S-^1. 
period  He  Buffers  in  ^lenoe.     Afterward  drink  is    Loke  siiii.  44-.49. 
girmi  Him,  and  after  He  had  drunb  He  commends    John  liz.  28-30. 
His  spirit  to  God,  and  dies.    At  this  moment  the 
veil  of  the  temple  is  rent,  the  earth  shakes,  the  rocks 
are  rent,  and  graves  opened.    The  centurion  bears 
witness  that  He  nas  the  Son  of  Gad,  and  women  of 
Galilee  go  home  smiting  their  breasts. 

The  place  of  crucifixion  being  near  the  city,  and  great 
multitudes  being  gathered  at  the  feast,  it  was  natural  that 

'  See  Pearson  on  Creed,  arf.  4;  A.  Clarke  on  Matt.  xiviL  ST. 
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many  should  come  to  look  mjon  Him,  whom  all  knew  !)y 
j'epntation,  and  most  in  person.  From  the  time  of  the 
crucifixion  to  the  time  ivhcn  the  darkness  began,  sufBcient 
time  elapsed  to  allow  Ilia  enemies,  who  hastened  to  the 
spot,  to  behold  Him  upon  the  cross.  Matthew  (xxvii. 
39-i4)  divides  those  who  reviled  Him  into  three  classes:  the 
rabble,  or  passers  by ;  the  cbief  priests,  elders,  and  scribes ; 
and  the  malefactors.  (So  Mark  xv.  29-32.)  Luke  says, 
that  "  the  rulers  with  tho  people  derided  Him,"  which  im- 
plies that  the  rulers  began  the  mockery.  He  adds,  that 
the  soldiers  also  "  mocked  Him,  coming  to  Hira,  and  offer- 
ing Him  vinegar."  Some,  as  Stier,  would  identify  this 
with  the  offer  to  Him  of  tho  mixed  wine  as  He  was  about 
to  be  nailed  to  the  cross ;  some,  as  Lichtenstein,  to  the 
giving  of  vinegar  just  before  His  death.  Most  probably, 
however,  it  Is  to  be  distinguished  from  these,  and  refers  to 
something  done  a  little  belbre  the  darkness  began ;  perhaps, 
as  -the  soldiers  were  eating  theii-  dinner  near  tho  cross.' 
The  vinegar  was  doubtless  the  sour  wine,  or  posca,  which 
they  usually  drank.  Their  offers  were  in  derision,  no  wine 
being  actually  given. 

It  is  not  certain  whether  both  of  the  malefectors  reviled 
Him,  or  but  one.  Matthew  and  Mark  speak  of  both ;  Luke 
of  but  one.  According  to  some,  both  joined  at  first  in  the 
general  derision ;  but,  beholding  the  godlilte  patience  and 
forbearance  of  Jesus,  and  knowing  on  what  gronnds  He 
was  condemned,  one  repents,  and  begins  to  reprove  his 
more  wicked  companion.*  The  obvious  objection,  however, 
to  this  is,  that  the  first'  act  of  one  so  converted  could 
scarcely  be  to  reprove  in  another  what  he  bad  but  a  few 
moments  before  been  guilty  of  himself.  This,  perhaps,  is 
more  plausible  than  sound.  Most,  after  Augustine,  sup- 
pose that  Matthew  and  Mark  speak  in  general  terms  of 

>  Grestvell,  Alford.  '  So,  earl j,  mauy ;  recently,  Langa. 
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thetaas  a  class  of  persona  that  joined  in  deriding  Jesus,  but 
without  meaning  to  say  that  both  actually  derided  Him.' 
At  what  time  the  words  were  spoken  by  tbe  Lord  to  the 
penitent  thief,  we  are  not  .told.  Most  place  them  before 
Hia  words  to  His  mother  and  to  Joim,  (Jobnxix.  25-37.}" 
They  were  thus  the  second  words  spoken  from  the  cr<ras. 

We  cannot  determine  whether  the  mother  of  Jesus,  or 
any  of  the  women  that  followed  Him  from  Galilee,  or  any 
of  the  apostles,  were  present  at  tbe  time  Ho  was  nailed  to 
the  cross;  but  if  not  there,  somo  of  tbem  Boon  after  came, 
doubtless  hoping  to  comfort  Hiiu  by  their  presence.  For  a 
time,  they  would  naturally  stand  at  a  distance,  till  the  first 
outbreaks  of  anger  and  mockei-y  were  past,  and  His  chief 
enemies,  satiated  with  the  spectacle,  had  withdrawn.  The 
statement  of  the  Synoptists,  (Matt,  xxvii.  56,  66  ;.  Mark  xv. 
40,  41 ;  Lwke  xxJii.  49,)  that  His  acquaintance  and  the 
women  that  followed  Him  from  Galilee  stood  afar  ofi', 
seems  to  refer  to  a  later  period,  and  after  the  darkness ;  pei^ 
haps,  to  tbe  moment  of  His  death.  The  incident  narrated 
by  John  may  thus  have  been  a  little  before  the  darkness 
began ;  and  after  this  the  disciples,  terrified  by  it  and  the 
signs  that  attended  His  death,  did  not  dare  approach  tbe 
cross.  Kraift,  however,  (150,)  supposes  that  it  was  after 
tbe  darkness  that  His  mother  and  John,  with  tbe  other 
women,  approached  Him,  and  that  the  Synoptists  refer  to 
an  earlier  period. 

According  to  many,  John  at  once  took  Mary  to  his 
home,  or  the  house  he  was  occupying  during  the  feast; 
for  it  does  not  appear  otherwise  that  he  bad  any  house  in 
Jerusalem  of  his  own.'     A  confirmation  of  this  is  found  in 


<  Ebnird,  Db  Costa,  Lichtenst^in.  Moycr  finds  U 
Ibrd,  tbut  Matthei*  stad  Muik  report  more  generally  an 
Luke.    For  a  etstement  of  opiniona,  see  Bjnaeus,  iii.  S' 

'  E'jrard,  Stier,  DaCoata,  Gresweli. 

'  Townson,  Grcswell,  Stier,  Mcjer. 
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the  fact  that  the  Synoptiata  do  not  mention  her  name 
among  th^e  that  beheld  afer  off  at  the  hour  of  His  death. 
It  has,  therefore,  hoen  inferred  that  Jesus,  in  his  compas- 
sion, would  spare  her  the  pdn  of  seeing  His  dying  agonies, 
and  so  provides  that  she  be  taken  away.'  But  it  may  be 
questioned  whether  the  words,  "  And  from  that  hour  that 
disciple  took  her  unto  his  own  house,"  mean  any  more 
than  that  ever  after  this  she  was  a  member  of  John's 
household,  and  was  treated  by  him  as  a  mother."  But  it 
John  then  led  Mary  away  from  the  place  of  crucifixion,  he 
must  afterward  have  returned,  as  he  declares  himself  to 
have  been  an  eye-witness  of  the  piercing  of  the  side,  and 
the  flowing  out  of  the  blood  and  water,  (xix.  35.)  Whether 
he  was  the  only  apostle  present  at  the  Lord's  death,  is 
matter  of  conjecture.  This  is  supposed  by  Stier ;  but  there 
ia  no  good  reason  why  others,  if  not  daring  to  approach 
near,  should  not  have  looked  on  from  a  distance. 

That  the  darkness  was  no  natural  darkening  of  the  sun, 
but  a  supernatural  event,  is  recognized  by  all  who  do  not 
wholly  deny  the  supernatural  element  in  the  Gospel  nar- 
ratives. The  attempt  to  bring  it  into  connection  with  the 
eclipse  mentioned  by  Phlegon  of  Tralles,  has  been  already 
mcntionecl ;  and  that  it  could  have  been  caused  in  such  a 
way  ia  disproved  by  the  fact  that  it  was  then  full  moon. 
The  attempt  of  SeyfFarth  to  show  that  the  Jews  might  then 
have  kept  the  Passover  on  the  25th  March,  finds  no  de- 
fenders.' Some,  however,  would  connect  it  with  the  earth- 
quake, and  explain  it  as  the  deep  gloom  that  not  unlre- 
quently  precedes  such  convulsions  of  nature'  But  this 
supposes  that  the  earthquake  was  a  more  natural  event, 
whereas  this  also  was  plainly  extraordinaiy.  The  darkness 
began  at  the  sixth  hour,  or  twelve  a.  m.,  and  continued  till 
the  ninth,  or  throe  p.m.     The  forms  of  expression,  "over 
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all  the  land,"  jmo-nv  nji'  •)'i;i',  (Matthew,)  "  over  the  whole 
land,"  oAijr  -^v  yijv,  (Mark  and  Luke,)  do  not  detcrmiiie  how 
fei-  the  darkness  extended.  Many  would  confine  it  to  the 
land  of  Jadea,  as  our  version  docs,  except  in  Luke,  where 
it  is  rendered,  "  over  all  the  earth." '  If,  however,  it  ex- 
tended beyond  Judea,  the  phraae  "  whole  earth  "  need  not 
be  taken  in  its  most  literal  sense,  but  is  to  he  regarded  as 
a  general  expression,  embracing  the  countries  adjaoent." 
Some,  however,  would  extend  it  over  all  that  part  of  the 
earth  on  which  the  sun  was  then  shining.' 

That  during  this  period  of"  darkness  many  of  the  by- 
standers should  have  left  the  place  of  crucifixion  and  re- 
turned  to  the  city,  is  probable,  though  not  stated.  Stier, 
however,  affirms,  "  No  man  dares  to  go  away,  all  are  laid 
under  a  spoil ;  others,  rather,  are  attracted  to  the  place." 
But  when  we  consider  that  the  Lord's  enemies  would 
naturally  construe  this  darkness  as  a  sign  of  God's  anger 
against  Him,  if  they  gave  it  any  supeniataral  character, 
any  such  fear  can  scarce  be  attributed  to  them ;  nor  does  it 
appear  in  their  subsequent  conduct.  That  some  of  the 
spectators  remained,  appears  from  Matthew's  words,  (xxvii. 
47,)  that  there  were  some  standing  there  when  He  called 
for  Elias.  (Sec  also  Luke  xxiii.  48.)  It  is  probable,  though 
not  explicitly  stated,  that  the  darkness  dispersed  a  few 
moments  before  the  Lord's  death,  and  that  the  returning 
light  emboldened  His  enemies  to  renew  their  mockeries.* 

The  cry  of  Jesus,  "  My  God,  my  God,  why  hast  thou 
forsaken  me  ?  "  was  about  the  ninth  hour  ;  either  a  little 
before  the  cessation  of  the  darkness,*  or  just  after  its  cessa- 
tion,'    So  far  as  appears,  during  the  three  hours  of  gloom, 

'  So  Ebrard,  Olahausen,  A.  Ciarfce;  Korlon,  who  reuders  il,  "ov«c  the 
whole  country." 

"  MejBr,  LangB. 

'  So  Alford,  who  makes  the  fact  of  the  darkness  at  Jerusulcm  nil  that  tho 
EvniigcUata  testify  to  as  within  their  personal  knowledge. 
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the  Lord  was  silent,  and  doubtless  all  were  silent  around 
Him.  But  by  whom  were  Hia  words  understood,  as  a  call 
for  EUaa  ?  From  the  similarity  of  sound,  the  Roman  sol- 
diera  might  have  so  misunderstood  Him ;  but  it  is  not 
probable  that  they  knew  much  of  the  current  Jewish  ex- 
pectations respecting  Elias  as  the  forerunner  of  the  Messiah, 
Lightfoot  explains  it,  thai  the  word  "  Eli  "  is  not  properly 
Syriac,  and  thus  was  strange  to  the  Syrian  ear,  and  de- 
ceived the  slanders  by.  But  such  a  misunderstanding  on 
the  part  of  the  Jews,  whether  they  were  from  Judea  or 
from  other  lands,  is  not  easily  credible.  Some,  however, 
affirm  that  the  Jews,  terrified  by  the  darkness,  now  began 
to  fear  that  the  day  of  God's  judgment  waa  actually  at 
hand;  and,  in  their  superstitious  terror,  naturally  inter- 
preted Christ's  words  as  a  call  for  him,  the  prophet,  whose 
coming  was  closely  connected  in  their  minds  with  the  groat 
day  of  God.'  Bat  this  ia  not  consistent  with  what  follows. 
The  general  view,  thei'efore,  seems  to  be  the  right  one, 
that  they  wilfully  perverted  His  meaning,  and  made  the 
cry  of  distress  an  occasion  of  new  insult  and  ridicule.' 

In  immediate  connection  with  the  words  of  the  by- 
standers, "  this  man  calletb  for  Eli:^,"  one  of  them  ia  said 
by  Matthew  and  Mark  to  run  and,  taking  a  sponge  and 
filling  it  with  vinegar,  to  give  Him  to  drink.  This  act, 
which  in  those  Evangelists  seems  unexplained,  may  have 
followed  from  His  words,  which  are  recorded  only  by 
John,  (xix.  28,)  "  I  thirst."  We  may  thus  arrange  the 
events:  Immediately  after  Hia  exclamation,  "My  God, 
why  hast  thou  forsaken  me  ?  "  He  adds,  "  I  thirst."  One 
of  those  present,  perhaps  a  soldier,  perhaps  a  spectator, 
moved  by  a  sudden  feeling  of  compassion,  prepares  the 
vinegar,  which  was  at  hand,  and  makes  ready  to  give  Him 
to  di-ink.    Whilst  doing  this,  the  others  call  upon  him  to 
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wait  a  little,  that  they  miglit  see  wbetlier  Elias  would  come 
to  save  Him,  (Matt,  xxvii.  49.)  He,  however,  givea  Jesiia 
the  drink,  and  then,  having  satisfied  his  compassionate  im- 
pulse, mockingly  adds,  "  Let  alone,  now  wo  will  wait  tor 
Eli^,"  {Mark  xv.  36.)  Thna  the  words  of  Matthew  will  be 
those  of  the  spectators  ;  those  of  Mark,  the  words  of  the 
^ver  of  the  drink.  John  (xix.  29)  omits  this  mockery, 
and  merely  says,  in  general  tevms,  "  thoy  filled  a  sponge 
with  vinegar,"  t&c.  Luke  (xxiii.  36)  may  be  referred  to 
earlier  mockeries.' 

Ailer  Josns  had  received  tho  vinegar,  He  cried  oat 
with  a  lend  voice,  "  It  is  iinishcd."  Tlie  Evangelist  adds, 
"  And  He  bowed  His  head,  and  gave  np  the  ghost,"  {John 
xix.  30.}  Luke  (xxiii.  46)  narrates  that  "  When  He  had 
cried  with  a  loud  voice.  He  said.  Father,  into  Thy  hands  I 
commend  my  spirit :  and  having  said  thus,  He  gave  up  the 
ghost."  Matthew  and  Mark  both  mention  that  He  cried 
with  a  loud  voice,  but  do  not  relate  what  He  said.  There 
can  he  little  doubt  that  Ills  words  given  by  John,  "  It  is 
finished,"  wore  spoken  before  those  given  by  Lake, 
"Father,  into  Thy  hands  I  commend  my  spirit."'  Having 
taken  the  vinegar,  which  gave  Htm  a  momentary  relief 
from  His  thirst.  He  says,  feeling  that  tho  end  was  at  hand, 
"  It  is  finished."  He  now  turas  to  Gtod,  and,  addressing  to 
Him  His  dying  prayer,  hows  His  head  and  dies. 

The  order  of  tlie  words  spoken  by  our  Lord  from  the 
cross  may  be  thus  given; — Before  the  darkness;  1st.  His 
prayer  for  His  enemies.  2d.  His  promise  to  the  penitent 
thief  3d,  His  charge  to  His  mother  and  to  John.  Dtti-ing 
the  darkness :  4th.  His  cry  of  distress  to  God.    After  the 

>  See  Slier,  viii.  14-18i  Alexander  in  loeo.  As  to  the  kind  of  drink  given 
Him,  and  the  motiTe  with  which  it  naa  given,  see  varianB  suppositions  in 
Byoaeus,  iii.  las.  As  to  the  hysaop  bcanch  on  which  the  spoage  was  pnt, 
see  liovle,  Jonr.  Sac  JAt.,  Oct.  1819. 

'  Mayer,  Stier,  Da  Costa,  Alford. 
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darkness  :  Stli.  His  exclamation,  "  I  thirst."  0th.  His  de- 
claration, that  "It  is  finished."  Tth.  The  final  commenda* 
tion  of  His  spirit  to  God.'  Ebrard  would  thns  arrange  the 
first  three :  1st.  His  prayer  for  His  enemies.  2d.  His  charge 
to  EGs  mother  and  John.  Sd.  His  promise  to  the  penitent 
.  thief.  Krafil'a  order  la  aa  follows:  Ist.  Hia  prayer  for  His 
enemies.  2d.  His  promise  to  the  penitent  thief.  Sd.  His 
cry  of  distress  to  God.  4th.  His  charge  to  His  mother  and 
John.  5th.  His  exclamation,  "I  thirst,"  6th.  "It  is  fin- 
ished."    7th.  Commendation  of  His  spirit  to  God. 

The  quaking  of  the  earth,  and  the  rending  of  the  veU  of 
the  temple  and  of  the  rocks,  appear  from  Matthew  and 
Mark  to  have  been  at  the  same  instant  aa  His  death.  Luke, 
(xxiii.  45,)  who  mentions  only  the  rending  of  the  veil,  speaks 
as  if  it  took  place  when  the  sun  was  darkened;  huthislan- 
gaage  is  general.  Meyer's  interpretation  of  the  statement 
that  "there  was  a  darkness  over  all  the  earth  until  the  ninth 
hoar,"  as  denoting  only  a  partial  obscuration  of  the  sun, 
but  that  at  the  ninth  hoar  it  "  was  darkened"  and  wholly 
disappeared  from  sight ;  and  that  at  the  same  moment  the 
veil  of  the  temple  was  rent,  has  little  substantial  in  its  fevor. 
Darkness,  in  which  the  sun  was  still  visible,  could  scarcely 
be  so  called.  The  first  statement,  v.  44,  is  the  effect ;  the 
second,  v.  45,  the  cause.'  Perhaps  the  darkness  may  liave 
deepened  in  intensity  to  its  close.  That  the  rending  of  the 
veil  could  not  be  ascribed  to  an  earthquake,  however  vio- 
lent, is  apparent.  There  were  two  veils,  one  before  the 
holy  and  one  before  the  most  holy  place,  {Exod.  xxvi.  31— 
36.)     It  is  generally  agreed  that  the  latter  is  here  meant. 

The  account  given  by  Matthew  only  (xxvii.  62,  53)  of 
the  opening  of  the  graves  and  appearing  of  many  bodies  of 
the  saints,  some,  as  Norton,  have  rejected  as  an  interpola- 
tion. There  is,  however,  no  doubt  as  to  the  genuineness  of 

'  Slier,  Greswall,  and  many.  '  Oostcrzcc  in  loco. 
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the  text.  The  graves  seem  to  have  been  those  in  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  Jerusalem.  That  those  who  arose 
are  called  "  saints,"  ayiot,  does  not  determine  who  are 
meant ;  whether  some  who  had  died  recently,  perhaps  since 
Christ  began  His  ministry,  or  some  who  died  long  before, 
and  had  been  buried  there,  perhaps  patriarchs  and  proph- 
ets. From  the  feet  that  they  appeared  to  many,  the  pre- 
sumption is,  that  they  had  not  long  been  dead,  and  thus 
were  recognized  by  those  to  whom  they  appeared.  That 
their  resurrection  was  after  Christ's  resurrection,  although 
the  opening  of  their  tombs  was  at  His  death,  best  harmo- 
nizes with  the  scope  of  the  narrative.  This,  however,  is 
questioned  by  Meyer,  who  supposes  the  Evangelists  to  say 
that  they  came  out  of  the  graves  at  His  death,  but  did  not 
enter  the  holy  city  till  after  His  resurrection.'  After  He 
had  arisen,  they  appeared  openly,  their  resurrection  thus 
giving  force  and  meaning  to  His.  But  it  was  the  Lord's 
resurrection,  not  death,  that  opened  the  gates  of  Hades. 
Dying,  the  rocks  were  rent  and  the  doors  of  the  sepulchres 
were  opened  ;  but,  lising,  He  gave  life  to  the  dead.'  Da 
Costa  (429)  places,  however,  the  opening  of  the  graves 
also  subsequent  to  the  resuiTection.  Whether  those  thus 
raised  were  raised  in  the  immortal  and  incorruptible  body, 
and  soon  ascended  to  heaven ;  or  whether,  like  others,  they 
died  again,  we  have  no  means  of  determining.  In  favor  of 
the  former  is  the  language,  they  "  appeared  unto  many," 
tye^vurSritrav  jroXXois ;  which  implies  that  they,  like  the  Lord 
Himself,  after  His  resuiTection,  were  not  seen  by  all,  but 
only  by  those  to  whom  they  wished  to  manifest  them- 


The 


impression  made  upon  the  centurion  by  all  the 

'  Cnlrin,  Lightfoot,  Whitby,  A.  Ciarka,  Calmet,  Qresweil,  Krafft,  Ebrard, 
Bengal,  Alford. 

'  For  esrij  □pinions,  scs  Cnlmct,  translated  is  Jouraal  Sac.  Lit.  IBiS, 
vol.  i.    See  also  Lordner,  ix.  B28 ;  Sepp,  vi,  401. 
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wonderful  events  accompanying  the  Lord's  death,  was  such 
that  he  openly  testified  his  conviction,  as  given  by  Matthew 
and  Mark,  that  Jesus  was  "  the  (a)  Son  of  God ; "  as  given 
by  Luke,  "  Certainly,  this  was  a  righteous  man."  The  lat- 
ter words  are  explained  by  Alford  thus :  "Truly,  this  man 
was  truthful ;"  that  is.  He  bad  asserted  Himself  to  be,  and 
He  was,  the  Son  of  God,  Thus  the  expressions  of  the 
Evangelists  are  made  identical.  More  probably  He  ot- 
tered at  different  times  both  expressions. 


Friday,  13th  Nisan,  7th  Apeil,  783.     a.  d.  30. 

Soon  after  tho  Lord's  deatl:,  the  chief  priests  came    Joen  sii.  Hl-SI. 
to  Pilate,  requesting  that  the,  bodies  might  be  taken 
down  before  sunset,  because  the  next  daj  was  tha 
Sabbath.    Obtiuning  their  request,  the  legs  of  the  two 
malefactors  are  brolceti  tu  hasten  their  death ;  but  Je- 
sus, beingfoundalreadjdead,  is  piereed  with  a  spear 
in  the  ade.    At  this  time,  Joseph  of  Arimathea  goes    Matt,  x.tvii.  S7-60. 
U>  Piiate,  and  infonning  Mm  that  Jesus  was  already    Johb  xXx.  88^2. 
dead,  asks  His  bod j  for  banal ;  and  Pilate,  after  satis-    Mabk  xv.  42-46. 
fying  himself  that  He  was  actually  dead,  orders  the    LnitB  xsiii.  S0-B4. 
body  to  be  given  him.    Aided  by  Kicodemus,  Joseph 
took  the  bod;,  and  winding  it  in  linen  cloths  with 
spices,  laid  it  in  his  own  eepalchre,  in  a  garden  near 
the  cross;  and  shut  np  the  sepulchre.    Some  women    Lcke  xxiii.  53,  B6. 
beheld  where  He  was  laid,  and,  returning  home,  pre-    Matt,  sxvii.  61. 
pared  spices  and  ointments,  that  they  might  cmbalni    Make  xv.  i1. 
Wm  after  the  Sabbath  was  past.    Dining  the  Sabbath 
the  council  obtains  permission  from  Pilate  to  seal  up    Matt.  xx\n.  62-66. 
the  sopulehro  and  to  place  a  watch,  lest  Iho  disciples 
should  steal  the  body. 

It  was  tho  custom  of  the  Romans  to  permit  the  body  to 
remain  on  the  cross  till  it  was  consumed  by  the  birds  and 
beasts,  or  wasted  by  corruption.'    But  it  was  an  express 
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command  of  the  law,  (Dent,  xxi,  23,)  that  the  body  should 
not  remmn  all  night  upon  the  tree,  but  must  be  taken  down 
and  buried  the  same  day.^  Aside  from  this  command  of 
the  law,  it  waa  probably  thought  desirable  by  the  rulers, 
that  the  body  of  Jesus  should  be,  as  early  as  possible, 
removed  from  publio  sight.  It  is  not  certain  whether  the 
Jews  who  came  to  Pilate  knew  that  He  was  actually  dead; 
but  their  request  that  the  legs  of  the  cracified  might  be 
broken,  implies  that  they  did  not.  If  so,  they  must  have 
come  to  Pilate  about  three  p.  ii.,  or  a  little  before  Ilis  death. 
If,  however,  they  did  know  that  He  was  dead,  as  is  not  im- 
probable from  the  marked  circumstances  that  attended  the 
act  of  dissolution,  their  request  had  reference  to  the  two 
male&ctora,  who  were  still  living ;  and  perhaps  aiso  waa  de- 
signed to  make  the  death  of  Jesus  certain."  That  the  natural 
effect  of  the  breaking  of  their  legs  would  be  to  hasten  death 
Is  plain,  and  this  was  the  end  the  Jews  sought.  Usually 
the  l^omanB  did  not  in  this,  or  any  other  way  bitten  it ; 
though  sometimes  the  crucified  were  subjected  to  personal 
injui-ies,  as  pounding  with  hammers  or  breaking  of  limbs,  in 
order  to  increase  their  sufferings.  The  tem^  crurifragium, 
though  literally  applicable  only  to  the  breaking  of  the  legs, 
and  which  sometimes  constituted  a  separate  punishment, 
seems  to  have  been  applied  to  various  other  acts,  which 
tended  to  increase  the  pain,  and  so  to  shorten  life;  and 
may  have  included  the  use  of  the  spear.  The  Jews  wished 
not  to  increase  their  sufferings,  but  to  hasten  death  ;  and 
we  may  well  suppose  that  the  soldiers  were  directed,  if 
the  breaking  of  the  lege  should  not  prove  sufficient,  to  use 
other  means.'  Whether,  in  addition  to  the  breaking  of  the 
legs  of  the  two  malefiictors,  other  violent  means  wore  used, 
IS  not  certain  ;  but  the  narrative  docs  not  imply  it. 

The  object  of  piercing  the  Lord's  side  was  not  so  much 
«  So  Meyer. 
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to  cause  death  as  to  make  sure  tbat  He  waa  already  dead. 
Which  Bide  was  pierced,  is  not  said ;  and  the  peters,  as 
well  as  commentators,  have  been  divided  in  opinion :  moat, 
however,  suppose  the  left  side.  With  what  intent  does  the 
apostle  mention  the  flowing  out  of  the  blood  and  water  ? 
Does  he  mention  it  as  a  Kmple  physiological  fact,  and  in 
proof  of  the  Lord's  death ;  or  as  a  supernatural  event,  to 
which  some  special  significance  is  to  be  attached  ?  As  this 
point  has  an  important  hearing  upon  the  question  respect- 
ing the  physical  cause  of  the  Lord's  death,  it  deserves  our 
consideration. 

Lying  at  the  basis  of  all  inquiries  respecting  the  Lord's 
death,  physiologically  regarded,  is  the  question  whether  He 
died  aa  other  crucified  persons  died,  death  being  the  nat- 
ural consequence  of  His  physical  sufferings ;  or  whether 
He  gave  up  His  life  by  an  immediate  act  of  His  own  will, 
or  by  an  immediate  act  of  His  Father  in  answer  to  His 
prayer,  Tiie  latter  opinion  seems  to  have  prevailed  in  the 
early  Church,  though  by  no  means  universally.'  Of  recent 
writers  may  be  mentioned  Tholuck :  "  By  an  act  of  power 
the  Redeemer  actually  separated  Hie  spirit  from  His  body, 
and  placed  it,  as  a  deposit,  in  His  Father's  keepmg."  Al- 
ford  :  "It  was  His  own  act, — 'no  feeling  the  approach  of 
death,'  as  some,  not  apprehending  the  matter,  have  com- 
mented, but  a  determined  delivering  up  of  His  spirit  to  the 
Father."  Stier :  "  He  dies,  aa  the  act  of  His  will,  in  full 
vigor  of  life," '  If  this  opinion  be  correct,  and  Jesus  died 
by  His  own  act,  it  is  not  easy  to  see  how  it  can  he  said 
that  He  was  slain  by  the  Jews.  His  death  was  in  conse- 
quence of  His  o^vn  volition,  and  not  of  any  sufferings  in- 
flicted upon  Him  by  His  enemies.  We  therefore  conclude, 
that  though  He  voluntarily  gave  Himself  to  death,  and  sub- 
mitted to  be  nailed  to  the  cross,  yet  that  death  came  to 
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Him  as  to  the  two  malefactors,  naturally,  not  supematu- 
rally;  and  was  the  consequence  of  His  physical  sufferings, 
aggravated  by  mental  distress.' 

Many,  however,  have  fonnd  difficulty  in  explainiog,  in 
this  way,  the  quickness  of  the  Lord's  death,  lie  was  not 
upon  the  cross,  at  the  longest,  more  than  six  hours ;  while 
it  is  well  known  that  the  great  majority  of  the  crucified 
hve  at  least  twelve  hours;  many,  one  oi^two  days;  and 
some,  three  or  four  days.  But  there  seems  no  valid  reason 
why  we  may  not  attribute  this  speedy  decease  to  the  great 
physical  weakness  caused  by  Ilia  previous  bodily  and  men- 
tal sufferings,  superadded  to  the  ordinary  agonies  of  cruci- 
fixion. That  those  sufferings  were  most  intense  we  know 
from  the  account  given  of  the  liour  passed  at  Gethsemane ; 
and  that  the  Lord,  already  exhausted  by  His  great  spirit- 
ual conflicts  with  the  power  of  dai'kness,  by  the  excitement 
and  fatigue  of  that  awful  night,  and  by  the  scourging 
inflicted  upon  Him,  should  have  died  so  much  sooner  than 
was  usually  the  case,  can  exeite  no  surprise.  Nor  do  the 
objections  of  Stroud,  based  upon  the  natural  vigor  and 
healthfuln^s  of  the  Lord's  body ;  the  short  duration  of  His 
mental  agony  in  the  garden  ;  and  the  proof  of  unabated 
physical  strength  shown  by  the  loudness  of  voice  with 
which  He  uttered  Hislast  words  tipon  the  cross,  seem  of 
much  weight." 

Those  who  regard  the  Lord's  death  as  a  natui-al  event, 
yet  one  whose  quick  consummation  is  not  adequately  ex- 
plained by  the  pains  attendant  upon  His  crucifixion,  are 
forced  to  give  another  explanation.  Of  these,  several  have 
been  presented.  One  is  that  of  Stroud,  that  the  immediate 
physical  cause  was  rupture  of  the  heart,  caused  by  the 
great  mental  suffering  He    endured,    (pp.    14   and    143.) 

•  So,  in  snhatance,  Pearson,  BloomfieW,  Stroud,  Ellieott. 
'  As  to  the  puins  of  crncifision,  and.  their  natural  effecte  in  dcatrojiDg 
life,  see  Eichter  io  Friedlicb,  Arciiaol.  155. 
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Another,  that  attributes  His,  death  to  the  piercing  of  tho 
spear,  ia  so  directly  at  varianco  with  the  evaiigehcal  nai'- 
i-ative,  that  it  may  be  at  onoe  dismissed,  (John  xix.  30  and 
33.)  As  the  incident  of  the  flowing  of  the  blood  and  water 
from  His  side  furnishes  the  chief  ground  upon  which 
Stroud  rests  his  explanation,  ire  turn  to  its  considera- 
tion. 

The  first  question  that  arises  is,  does  the  Evangelist  nar- 
rate here  a  natural  or  a  supernatural  event?  That  he  at- 
tached some  special  importance  to  it,  is  apparent  from  His 
words,  (v.  35,)  which  seems  to  refer  chiefly  to  it,'  though 
the  reference  may  he  to  all  related,  vs.  32-34.  Commen- 
tators are  by  no  means  agreed  in  opinion." 

If  the  former  view  be  correct,  and  the  flowing  of  the 
blood  and  water  was  without  any  miraculous  features,  why 
is  it  hero  mentioned?  Some  reply,  to  prove  the  reality  of 
the  Lord's  body  as  against  the  Docet^e."  But  the  reality 
of  His  body  had  been  proved,  in  a  thousand  ways,  during 
Eia  life ;  and  if  His  body,  sensible  to  touch  and  sight,  was 
a  phantasm,  so  might  much  more  easily  be  this  seeming 
blood  and  water.  According  to  Alford,  it  was  to  show 
that  the  Lord's  body  was  a  real. body,  and  underwent  real 
deUth,  "not  so  much  by  the  phenomenon  of  the  water  and 
hlood,  as  by  the  infliction  of  such  a  wound."  But  the 
Evangelist  had  distinctly  stated  that  Jesus  was  dead  before 
this  wound  was  inflicted  ;  and  none  of  the  other  Evangelists 
mention  the  piercing,  though  all  speak  of  His  death.  But, 
granting  this  to  be  the  intention  of  St.  John,  how  is  the 
reality  of  His  death  thus  shown  ?    Are  proper  blood  and 

'  So  Meyer. 

°  On  the  one  side  mB<r  be  mentioned  Calvin,  vlio  says,  IMhiciiiati  mat 
ffaidam,  miracvlam  hicjingeiUea;  A.  Clarke,  Tholuck,  Ebrard,  Ewald,  Al- 
ford ;  on  the  other,  Lightfaoi,  Bengel,  Greswell,  Luthardt,  Mejer.' 

■  So  Colendge  in  Strond:  "The  effusiOD  Ghowcd  tho  hnman  nature.  It 
wna  real  blood,  ooniposed  of  ijtnpb  aud  cra&sameatum,  and  not  a  niere  celes- 
tial ichor,  as  the  Pliantasmafisis  allege." 


aavGoOgle 


BLOWING  Ol'  Tim  BLOOD   AND  WATER.  553 

water  here  meant,  aqua  pura  et  vera,  sanguis  purus  et 
verus,  aa  said  by  Bengel  ?  No,  for  ttia  would  remove  it 
into  tlie  re^on  of  tho  supernatural.  Have  we,  then,  in 
these  terms,  merely  a  hendiadys  for  reddish  lymph,  or 
bloody  water?  This  is  inadmissible.  Does  the  apostle 
then  mean  blood  that  bad  decomposed,  and  was  thus  re- 
solved into  crassaraentura  and  serum,  or  the  thick  red  part 
of  the  blood  and  the  aqueous  transparent  part  ?  This  is 
the  view  taken  by  many ;  and  it  is  said  that  wo  have  in  this, 
conclusive  proof  not  only  of  His  death,  but  that  lie  had 
also  been  some  time  dead  since  the  blood  had  begun  to  de- 
compose Tl  s  Nean  ler  «  j  s  I  mu  t  believe  that  John, 
aa  an  eye  w  t  ess  me-i  t  to  i  e  thit  Christ  was  really 
dead  f  n  the  nature  of  the  blood  thit  flowed  from  the 
wound 

Adn  tt  ng  for  the  n  oment  thit  the  blood  and  water 
were  tl  e  const  t  ent  j  a  ts  of  bloo  1  now  decomposed, 
whence  came  they  ?  Accor  \  ng  to  ht  -oad,  from  the  peri- 
cai'dium  to  h  ch  th  o  1  tl  e  r  pture  of  the  heart;, 
there  wis  i  great  eflus  o  of  bloo  1  ind  which  was  there 
decompose  1  The  pe  ct  d  n  be  ng  pierced  by  the  spear, 
it  flowe  1  n  crissi ne  t  m  a  i  se  im  "a  full  stream  of 
clear  w  te  y  i  q  d  nte  m  xe  I  n  th  clotted  blood,  exactly 
correspond  ng  to  the  cla  se  of  the  sacred  narrative." 
Ebrard  (568)  s  pj  oses  t  to  have  been  extravasated  blood, 
that,  flowing  into  some  of  the  inteinal  cavities  of  the  chest, 
there  decomposed,  and  these  cavities  being  opened  by  the 
spear,  the  constituent  parts  made  their  escape. 

Against  all  these  explanations  which  are  based  upon 
the  coagulation  of  the  blood,  and  aside  from  the  phydolo^- 
cal  objections  to  which  they  are  open,  we  find  an  invinci- 
ble difficulty  in  the  words  of  the  Psalmist,-  that  God  would 
not  suflfer  His  Holy  One  to  see  corruption ;  and  in  the 
declaration  of  St.  Peter,  that  "His  fiesh  did  not  see  cor- 
ruption." His  body  was  not  to  see  corruption ;  or,  in  other 
2i 
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words,  the  usual  processes  of  decay  wore  not  to  commence 
in  it,  Docomposition  of  the  blood  can  scarcely  be  consid- 
ered aa  other  than  the  initial  step  of  corruption.  The  full 
separation  of  His  soul  and  His  body  must  take  place;  but, 
after  this,  he  "  that  bad  the  power  of  death  "  had  no  more 
power  over  tbe  Holy  One, 

The  explanations  of  the  GrOners  andof  the  Bartholines' 
are  free  from  this  difficulty,  since  they  do  not  affirm  a 
coagulation  of  the  blood.  The  former  suppose  that  botb 
pericardinm  and  heart  were  pierced  by  the  spear ;  and  that 
from  tbe  former  came  the  water,  and  from  tbe  latter  the 
blood.  The  statement  of  the  elder  Grtmer,  that  "  the  peri- 
cardium is  full  of  water  when  a  person  dies  after  extreme 
anxiety,"  does  not  seem  to  be  sustained  by  facts.  That 
there  must  have  been  a  considerable  quantity  of  water  as 
well  as  of  blood  flowing  forth,  appears  from  the  fact  that 
the  apostle,  standing  doubtless  at  some  distance  from  the 
cross,  was  able  to  distinguish  them.  It  is  in  a  high  degree 
improbable  that  any  such  quantity  of  serum  should  have 
been  found  in  the  pericardium  as  to  be  viable  to  him.  It 
is  also  difficult  to  explain,  in  this  way,  the  flowing  of  the 
blood,  since  the  heart  of  a  dead  person  is  usually  emptied 
of  its  blood;  or,  if  any  remains,  it  would  flow  very  slowly; 
and  to  say  that  Jesus  was  not  wholly  dead  when  pierced 
witb  the  spear,  is  contrary  to  the  sacred  narrative. 

The  second  explanation,  that  of  tbe  Bartholines,  sup- 
poses that  the  water  and  blood  came  from  one  or  both  of 
the  pleural  sacs.  It  is  said  that,  during  the  sufferings  of 
crucifixion,  a  bloody  serum  was  effused  in  these  sacs,  from 
which,  when  pierced  by  tbe  spear,  it  flowed  out.  Bat  aside 
from  the  feet  that  such  an  effusion  of  bloody  serum  or 
lymph  as  the  narrative  demands,  is  not  proved  in  cases  of 
crucified  persons,  if  indeed  in  any  case  whatever;  there  is 

1  See  Strand,  135-13T. 
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the  further  objection  that  such  bloody  serum  does  not  an- 
swer to  the  Evangelist's  "blood  aod  water." 

We  conclude,  then,  that  the  attempts  to  explain  this 
phenomenon  as  a  merely  iiatural  event,  and  upon  phyeio- 
logical  grounds,  are  by  no  means  satisfactory.  They  are 
wholly  unable  to  explain  how  so  much  clear  serum,  aa  the 
narrative  plainly  implies,  could  have  been  found  in  the  peri- 
cardium, or  in  the  pleural  sacs,  or  in  any  of  the  internal 
cavities  which  the  spear  could  have  reached.  Against  the 
view  that  it  was  coagulated  blood,  stands  the  fact  that  the 
Lord's  body  saw  no  corraption ;  nor  would  any  unlearned 
reader  understand  the  tonus  "blood  and  water"  of  de- 
composed blood.  "Wo  therefore  infer,  that  the  event  was 
something  supernatural.  It  is  not  here  the  place  to  inquire 
into  its  special  significance.  It  may  have  been  a  sign  to  all 
IboholdorB  that  the  body  was  not  subject  to  the  common 
law  of  corruption.  The  spirit  of  Jesus  had  departed,  and 
■with  it  that  vital  energy  which  held  together  the  constitu- 
ent elements  of  the  body ;  yet  disorganization  and  dissolu- 
tion did  not  begin.  According  to  Lange,'  it  was  a  sign 
that  the  change  in  the  body,  preparatory  to  the  resurrec- 
tion, had  already  begun ;  the  power  of  God  was  already 
working  in  it,  to  prepare  it  for  immortality  and  incorrupti- 
bility. 

It  was  in  the  power  of  governors  of  provinces  to  grant 
private  burial  to  criminals  when  requested  by  friends  ;  and 
this  wag  usually  done,  except  they  wei-e  very  mean  and  in- 
famous,' But  for  the  request  of  Joseph  of  Arimathea,  the 
body  would  probably  have  been  buried  in  some  place  ap- 
propriated to  criminals,  and  where  the  two  malefactors 
were  actually  buried.  "They  that  were  put  to  death  by 
the  council  were  not  to  be  buried  in  the  sepulchres  of  their 
fathers;  but  two  buiying  places  were  appointed  by  the 

'  Nolo  in  luco.  '  Penraoii,  Creed,  S33. 
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coancil,  one  for  those  slain  by  the  sword  and  strangled,  the 
other  for  those  that  were  stoned  or  burnt."  '  Pilate  could 
have  no  objection  to  granting  Joseph's  request;  as,  on  the 
one  hand,  his  position  as  a  member  of  the  Sanhedrim  en- 
titled him  to  a  favorable  hearing ;  and,  on  the  other,  he 
was  not  unwilling  that  the  innocent  victim  shonld  have  an 
honorable  burial.  (Mark  xv.  45.  He  gave  the  body  to 
Joseph;  or,  more  literally,  made  a  gift  or  present  of  the 
body  to  hitn.)  According  to  Mark,  xv.  44,  Pilate  waa 
surpr^ed  that  He  waa  already  dead ;  and,  calling  the  cen- 
turion, made  inquiries  how  long  He  had  been  dead.  How 
ia  this  coming  of  Joseph  related  to  that  of  the  Jews,  (John 
xix.  31,)  who  asked  that  tho  bodies  might  be  taken  down? 
We  may  suppose  that  the  Jews  came  about  3  p.  m,,  be- 
fore the  coming  of  Joseph,  and  were  ignorant  of  the  Lord's 
death.  Joseph  may  have  stood  near  the  cross,  and  heard 
His  last  words,  and  thus  have  known  of  His  death  so  soon 
as  it  occurred.  .He  went  to  Pilate  "when  the  even  was 
come,"  (Matt,  xxvii-  57,)  or  from  3-6  p.  ar.  Going  at  once 
to  Pilate  he  informs  him  of  it ;  and  tho  latter,  knowing'  that 
sufficient  time  has  not  elapsed  for  the  execution  of  the 
order  respecting  the  breaking  of  the  legs,  or  at  least  for 
their  death  after  their  legs  were  broken,  is  surprised.  The 
Jews,  indeed,  may  have  preferred  their  request  after  Joseph 
had  prefen-ed  his,  and  Pilate  have  given  the  soldiers  orders 
to  make  sure  that  Jesus  was  really  dead,  ere  He  was  given 
np  for  burial ;  but  the  former  order  is  most  probable.  It  is 
not  necessary  to  suppose  that  Joseph  knew  of  the  purpose  to 
have  the  bodies  taken  down,  though  he  might  have  done  so. 
Joseph,  having  received  permission  to  take  the  body,  ia 
aided  by  Nicodemus ;  and,  taking  it  down,  they  wrap  it  in 
linen  cloths,  with  "myrrh  and  aloes  about  an  hundred  pound 
weight,"  which  the  latter  had  brought,  and  lay  it  in  a  new 
Bepiilchre  in  a  garden  near  at  hand,  which  belonged  to  Jo- 
u  Matt,  jsviii.  58. 
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seph.'  It  baa  been  questioned  whetber  tbe  spices  were 
actually  used,  because  of  tho  shortness  of  time.  But  Jobn's 
words  are  express  that  tbe  spices  were  used.  It,  however, 
remains  doubtful  whether  the  customary  embalming  was 
then  perfected.  Lardner  (x.  368)  remarks,  that  "all  was 
done,  as  may  reasonably  be  supposed,  after  the  best  man- 
ner, by  the  hands  of  an  apothecary  or  confectioner,  or 
perfumer,  skilled  in  performing  funeral  rites.  There  must 
have  been  many  such  at  Jerusalem."  Norton'  makes 
the  transactions  of  anointing  and  burying  the  body,,  to 
have  occupied  many  hours,  and  the  dawn  of  the  Sab- 
bath to  have  appeared  ere  all  engaged  in  them  had  left 
the  tomb.  But  it  is  more  probable  that  Joseph  and  Nico- 
demus  were  themselves  able  to  do  all  that  was  necessary  to 
be  done ;  for  there  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  the  body 
was  embalmed  in  any  proper  sense  of  tliat  term,  "  The 
Egyptians  filled  the  interior  of  the  body  with  spices ;  but 
the  Jews,  who  buried  on  the  day  of  decease,  only  wrapped 
the  body  round  with  spices." '  It  is  probable  that  all  was 
finished  before  the  Sabbath  began.  If,  however,  the  body 
was  then  properly  prepared  for  its  burial,  why  did  the 
women,  who  "  beheld  the  sepulchre  and  how  the  body  was 
laid,"  prepare  additional  spices  and  ointments  ?  It  could 
not  well  have  been  fi-om  ignorance  of  what  Klcodemus  had 
done.  We  must,  therefore,  suppose  that  this  further  anoint- 
ing was  something  customary ;'  or  that  the  first  was  imper- 
fect, and  this  therefore  necessary ;  or  that  it  was  a  mark  of 
love.' 

1  It  is  nol  certain  that  Nicodemua  came  till  tbe  body  had  been  laken  from 
the  cross. 

'  Notes,  Sir. 

8  Michaelis  on  BesurreotioD,  93 ;  G-reswell,  Ui,  S30,  note. 

'  Friedlieb,  Arch.  172. 

s  Mejer.  Greawell ;  Ales,  on  Mark  ivi.  1.  Lange  regards  tho  first  ES  only 
foe  the  preservation  of  tbe  body,  and  the  second  aa  the  proper  nnointing. 
Jonea  affirms,  tliat,  as  Joseph  aad  Nicodemus  were  secret  disciples,  the  wo- 
men had  no  acquaintance  with  them,  and  did  not  know  their  pnrpose. 
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The  Lord  waa  crucified  at  a  place  called  in  the  Hebrew, 
Golgotha,  and  His  body  was  laid  in  a  sepulchre  in  a  garden 
near  by.  The  site  of  this  sepulchre  has  been  mucli  dis- 
cussed, and  with  great  learning  and  ingenuity,  but  without 
leadiug  to  any  certain  result.  For  many  centuries  the 
Christian  Church  received,  without  question,  the  tradition- 
ary tomb  beneath  the  dome  of  tho  present  church  of  the 
Holy  Sepulchre  as  that  to  which  He  was  borne,  and  from 
which  He  arose.  Of  this  belief  is  still  the  great  body  of 
Christians.  But  a  large  number  of  modern  travellers  have 
been  led,  by  a  personal  inspection  of  the  spot,  to  doubt  the 
tradition,  and  have  brought  very  cogent  arguments  against 
it.  Fortunately,  here,  as  often,  it  is  of  little  importance 
whether  the  traditionary  site  be,  or  be  not,  the  true  one. 
The  fact  of  the  Lord's  resurrection  is  a  vital  one,  but  not 
whether  He  arose  from  a  tomb  in  the  valley  of  Jehosaphat, 
or  on  tho  side  of  Acra.  Nor  is,  as  affirmed  by  Williams,' 
"  the  credit  of  the  whole  Church  for  fifteen  hundred  years 
in  some  measure  involved  in  its  veracity."  Few  will  so 
press  the  infallibility  of  the  Church  as  to  deny  the  poseibil- 
ity  of  a  topographical  error.  The  little  value  attached  by 
the  apostles  to  the  holy  places,  appears  from  the  brevity 
with  which  they  speak  of  them  when  they  allude  to  them 
at  all.  Not  to  the  places  of  His  birth  and  of  His  burial 
would  tbcy  turn  the  eyes  of  the  early  Christians,  but  to 
Himself— the  ever-living  One,  and  now  the  great  ffigh 
Priest  at  the  right  hand  of  God. 

But  however  unimportant  in  itself,  either  aa  confirma- 
tory of  the  Gospel  narratives,  or  as  illustrating  the  Lord's 
words,  stili,  as  a  point  that  bas  so  greatly  interested  men, 
it  may  not  bo  wholly  passed  by.  A  brief  statement  of  the 
question  will  therefore  bo  given,  that  the  chief  data  for  a 
judgment  may  bo  in  tho  reader's  possession.  It  naturally 
presents  itself,  fifst,  as  a  question  of  topography ;  and,  sec- 
■  Holj  City,  ii.  2. 
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ood,  of  bistoiy.  But  before  we  consider  it  from  either  of 
those  points  of  view,  let  us  note  what  is  said  respecting  the 
places  of  crucifixion  and  of  hurial  by  the  Evangelists. 

From  their  statements  it  appears,  First,  that  the  place  of 
crucifixion  was  out  of  the  city,  (John  xix.  17;  Matt,  xxviii. 
H;  Ileb.  xiii,  12.)  Second,  it  w^s  near  the  city,  {John 
xix.  20.)  Third,  the  sepulchre  was  near  the  place  of  cruci- 
fixion, (John  xix.  41.)  Fourth,  it  was  in  a  garden  and 
hewn  in  a  rock,  (Matt,  xxvii.  60 ;  Mark  xv,  46 ;  John  xix, 
41 ;  Iiuke  xxiii  53.)  It  may,  perhaps,  be  inferred  from 
Mark  xv,  29,  "And  they  that  passed  by  railed  on  Him," 
that  the  cross  stood  near  some  frequented  street,  but  much 
weight  cannot  be  laid  upon  it.  The  name  of  the  place 
where  He  was  crucified  was  Golgotha,  which  Alexander 
caEs  "  an  Avamsno  form  of  the  Hebrew  word  for  skull," 
^'The  proper  writing  and  pronunciation  of  the  word,"  says 
Lightfoot,  "  had  been  Golgolta,  but  use  had  now  brought 
it  to  foe  uttered  Golgotha."  Some  suppose  it  so  called 
fi-om  its  resemblance  to  the  shape  of  a  skull — a  little  hill  so 
shaped ; '  others,  because  it  was  the  usual  place  of  execu- 
tion. "  They  come  to  the  place  of  execution  commonly 
called  Golgotha,  not  the  '  place  of  graves '  but  the  place  of 
skulls;  where,  though  indeed  there  were  some  buried  of 
the  executed,  yet  was  it  in  such  a  manner  that  the  place 
deserved  this  name  rather  than  the  other." ' 

If  the  first  interpretation  of  the  name  bo  taken,  it  is  still 
possible  that  it  was  the  common  place  of  execution.  That  it 
was  a  well  known  spot,  appears  from  the  use  of  the  article, 
(Luke  xxiii  33  ;  John  xix.  11 ;)  but  it  is  doubtful  whether 
the  Jews  had  any  one  place  set  apart  as  a  place  of  execu- 
tion ; '  and  if  so,  would  a  rich  man  like  Joseph  bave  had  a 

■  So  Relanii,  Meyer,  Alcsander,  Winer. 

'  Lightfoot,  iiL  lOi;  so  earlj,  Jerome,  locum  decollatoTma ;  Grcaweil,  iii, 
2i3  ;  Ewald,  v.  481. 

s  See  Kitto,  Bib.  Cyc,  i.  f7S ;  Heriog's  Cjk.,  y.  30S. 
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garden  there?  If,  then,  we  reject  this,  we  may  suppose 
that  the  Lord  was  taken  to  the  nearest  convenient  place  in 
the  suburbs  of  the  city.  In  regard  to  the  epithet  "  mount," 
applied  to  Calvary,  Robinson  denies  that  Eusebius,  or 
Cyi-il,  or  Jerome,  or  any  of  tJie  histoi-ians  of  the  fourth  or 
fifth  centuries,  use  it ;  and  ascribes  its  origin  to  the  fact  that 
the  rock  of  Golgotha  was  left  in  the  midst  of  the  large  open 
coui-t,  formerly  the  garden,  on  one  side  of  which  a  Basilica 
was  erected.  "From  this  i-ouk  or  monticule  of  Golgotha 
was  doubtless  derived  the  epithet  'mount'  as  applied  to  the 
present  Golgotha  or  Calvary."  '  Aecordmg  to  Willis,  the 
rock  of  Calvary  was  part  of  a  little  swell  of  the  ground 
forming  a  somewhat  abrupt  brow  on  the  west  and  south 
sides.  "This  would  afford  a  convenient  spot  for  the  place 
of  public  execution.  For  the  sonthw^tern  brow  of  the 
rock  has  just  sufficient  elevation  to  raise  the  wretched  suf- 
ferers above  the  gazing  crowd,  that  would  naturally  ar- 
range itself  below  and  upon  the  sloping  ridge  opposite."  " 

We  come  now  to  the  consideration  of  the  topographical 
question ;  and  as  this  has  been  most  fully  discussed  by 
Robinson  in  his  "  Biblical  Researches  "  on  the  one  side,  and 
by  Williams  in  hia  "Holy  City"  on  the  other,  our  references 
will  be  chiefly  to  them.  As  we  have  seen,  the  place  of  cruci- 
fixion was  without  the  city.  The  site  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre 
is  within  the  present  city  wall.  If,  therefore,  the  present 
wall  were  the  same  that  existed  at  the  death  of  Jesus,  this 
site  could  not  be  the  true  one.  But  it  is  admitted  that  the 
present  wall  is  not  the  same ;  and  the  point  in  dispute  is, 
Where  did  that  wall  stand?  Josophus  mentions  three 
walls.'     With  the  first,  built  by  David  and  Solomon,  and 

1  L  37B,  note  3. 

'  Holy  Citj,  ii.  840.  Ewald  (t.  iSS,  Dote)  identifiea  it  irith  "  the  hill 
Gareb,"  Jer.  xxxL  39;  Lewin,  (130,)  following  Kraffl,  with  Goath :  "In 
the  IJme  of  the  prophets,  Cnlvary  uppenrs  to  bare  been  called  Goath,  and 
was  without  tho  citj."    See  p.  SS,  where  Gareb  is  identified  with  Bezetbs. 
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embracing  Mount  Sion,  and  with  tlie  Jast,  built  by  Agrippa 
after  Christ's  deatli,  ive  bave  no  concern.  Tbe  question 
concerns  only  the  position  of  the  second  wall,  which  began 
at  the  gate  Gennath  in  the  first  wall,  and  reached  to  An- 
tonia,  encircling  the  northern  part  of  the  town.  Did  this 
include  or  exclude  the  present  cburcb  of  the  Holy  Sepul- 

Into  the  intricate  discussions  respecting  the  position  of 
Acra,  Shi  of  the  valley  of  the  Tyropoeou,  it  is  not  neeessaiy 
here  to  enter.  Acra  may  be,  as  maintained  by  Robinson 
and  others,  on  the  north  side  of  Sion,  and  the  valley  of  the 
Tyropoeon  lie  between  it  and  Sion  ;  and  yet  the  position  of 
the  second  wall  bo  not  thereby  determined.'  To  determine 
the  position  of  the  second  wall,  Josephua  gives  us  the  two 
termini — the  gate  Gennath  in  the  first  wall  and  the  tower 
Antonia ;  and  implies  that  it  ran  not  in  a  straight  line  but 
in  a  circle,  kvkXovixsvov  8e  to  Trpoa-apKTiov  kXijuq,  &o.,  "  en- 
circling the  northern  part."  Where  was  the  gate  Gen- 
nath ?  The  name  indicates  that  it  was  a  gate  leading  to  a 
garden,  or  near  one.  By  Robinson  it  is  placed  in  the  first 
wall,  near  the  tower  Hippicus,  which  both  Robinson  and 
Williams  agree  to  have  been  upon,  or  very  near,  the  site  of 
the  modern  citadel  El  Kalah,  not  far  south  or  southeast 
from  the  present  Jaffa  gate.''  By  others  it  is  placed  farther 
to  the  east,  near  the  Bazaars,  which  lie  midway  upon  the 
street  running  from  the  Jaffa  gate  to  the  temple  wall,  and 
close  to  the  traditional  "Iron  Gate,  (Acts  sii.  10.)'  The 
arguments  upon  either  side  are  not  conclusive;  nor  whlch- 

•  Mucli  importance  is,  indeed,  given  by  many  in  this  controTersy  fo  the 
exact  locations  of  Acra  and  the  Tyropoeon ;  so  Williams  and  Kobinaon. 
Schaffler  makea  the  wiioio  coQtroscrsy  to  turn  upon  it.  Raumer,  oo  the  con- 
trary, who  agrees  upon  these  points  with  Robinson,  does  not  find  Uiat  they 
decide  the  course  of  the  second  wall. 

'  So  Eoumer.    According  lo  Lewin,  tliis  is  not  Hippicus  but  Phasaelus. 

'  So  Williams,  Schaflfcr.    Lewin  puts  it  east  ot  the  three  great  towers  of 
Herod,  and  due  south  from  the  southwest  corner  of  the  Pool  of  Hciekiah. 
24* 
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ever  point  be  selected,  does  it  decide  the  question ;  since  it 
is  admitted  by  Robinson,  {i.  410,)  that  if  the  second  wall 
ran  in  a  strMght  line  from  Hippicus  to  Antonia,  it  would 
leave  the  Holy  Sepulchre  without  the  city.  Still,  the  nearer 
was  this  gate  to  Hippious,  the  less  the  probability  that  it 
ran  east  of  the  present  sepulchre ;  and  the  probability  di- 
minishes as  the  northei'n  terminus  is  carried  westwai'd.  It 
is,  however,  to  be  noted  that  all  are  not  agreed  as  to  the 
position  of  Hippioua.  Schwartz  places  it  on  a  high  roclty 
hill,  north  of  the  so-called  Grotto  of  Jeremiah ;  Fergusson 
identifies  it  with  the  present  Kasr  Jalud;  Bonar  denies 
that  it  is  the  citadel  of  David,  but  assigns  no  site. 

As  to  the  general  position  of  Antonia,  there  is  no 
doubt.  It  was  on  the  north  of  the  temple  area,  and  prob- 
ably on  tho  northwest  corner,'  Robinson,  however,  makes 
it  to  have  occupied  the  whole  northern  part  of  the  present 
Haram  area.  In  this  discu^ion  the  difference  is  unim- 
portant. 

With  this  knowledge  of  the  termini,  we  now  ask  as  to 
the  course  of  the  wall.  It  was  not  straight,  but  curved. 
Are  there  any  ruins  by  wliich  it  may  be  traced  ?  Robinson 
discovered  in  the  present  wall,  at  the  Damascus  gate,  some 
ancient  remains,  which  he  identifies  with  the  guard  honaea 
of  a  gate  of  the  second  wall ;  and  the  identification  is  ac- 
cepted by  Williama.  This  narrows  down  the  question  to 
the  course  of  the  wall  from  the  gate  Gennath  to  the  Da^ 
mascus  gate.  Are  there  any  remains  that  indicate  its  posi- 
tion between  these  points  ?  West  of  the  Damascus  gate, 
for  about  300  feet,  Robinson  finds  traces  of  an  old  wall, 
which  he  supposes  may  be  the  ancient  second  wall.'  If  cor- 
rect, this  would  remove  its  northern  terminus  so  mnch 
farther  westward ;  and  here  it  is  placed  by  Williams.  Sim- 
ilar  remains  have  been  found  in  an  angle  of  the  present 
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Wall,  near  the  Latin  Convent,'  If  it  is  true  that  those  re- 
maina  mark  the  course  of  the  second  wall,  it  is  apparent 
that  the  present  site  of  the  sepulchre  would  be  embraced 
within  it,  and  is  thus  disproved. 

On  the  other  side,  Williams  (ii.  51)  finds  remains  of  two 
ancient  gateways,  as  he  supposes,  of  the  second  wail;  one 
on  the  south  side  of  ruins  of  the  Hospital  of  St,  John,  and 
another  farther  to  the  north,  and  known  by  tradition  as 
the  "  Porta  Judicii,"  or  Gate  of  Judgment.  In  these  re- 
mains Robinson,  however,  finds  no  traces  of  the  second 
wali.  Of  the  first  he  says,  it  may  have  been  one  of  the  piers 
of  a  portal,  but  not  more  ancient  than  the  hospital;  of  the 
second,  that  a  single  column  furnishes  no  evidence  of  3 
gateway  ;  and  that  the  tradition  respecting  the  Judgment 
Gate  goes  no  farther  back  than  the  end  of  the  Crusades.' 

Ail  defenders  of  the  present  Mte  of  thB  sepulchre  do  not 
admit,  with  Wiliiams,  that  the  present  gate  of  Damascus  is 
a  gateway  of  the  second  wall.  Some  make  it  to  turn  east- 
erly from  the  Gate  of  Judgment  to  Antonia.' 

The  objection'  to  the  present  site,  drawn  from  the  fact 
that  the  distance  from  it  to  the  western  wall  of  the  Haram 
area  is  less  than  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  thus  making  the  city 
much  too  small  for  the  number  of  inhabitants,  is  of  weight, 
but  not  decisive,  since  we  know  that  the  ancient  city  ex- 
tended much  farther  south  than  the  present,' 

Much  stress  has  been  laid  by  some  upon  the  feet  that 
within  the  present  Church  of  the  Sepidchre  is  a  "  rock-tomb, 
formed  long  before  the  church  was  built,  and  which  proba- 
bly belonged  to  an  old  Jewish  sepulchre  of  an  age  prior  to 
the  destruction  of  Jerusalem  by  the  Romans,""  "The  ex- 
istence of  these  sepulchres,"  saya  Stanley,  (452,)  "  proves, 

'  EobinsoD,  iiL  219  ;  Porter,  i.  109. 

"  SeeSchaHler,  46;  Barclay,  226  ;  Lewir,  113. 

'  See  Kaumer,  S96  ;  Lcivin,  Map.  '  Robiuson,  i.  41G. 

s  See  Bitter,  Theil  ivi.  426.  «  WilUs  on  Holy  City,  ii.  194. 
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almost  to  a  certainty,  that  at  some  period  the  site  of  the 
present  church  must  have  beeu  outside  the  walls  of  the 
city  ;  and  lends  considerable  probability  to  the  belief  that 
the  rock  excavation,  which  perhaps  exists  in  part  still,  and 
certainly  once  existed  entire,  within  the  marble  casing  of 
the  chapel  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre,  was  at  any  rate  a  really 
auoient  tomb,  and  not,  as  is  often  rashly  asserted,  a  modern 
structure  intended  to  imitate  it."  The  antiquity  of  this 
rock-tomb  is,  however,  denied  by  Robinson ;  and  if  this 
could  be  proved,  ho  denies  the  conclusion  that  the  second 
wall  must  have  been  to  the  east  of  the  sepulchre. 

Into  a  conaderation  of  the  novel  view  propounded  by 
Fergusson,  that  the  sepulchre  was  in  the  rock  now  under 
the  dome  of  the  Mosque  of  Omar,  and  that  this  building  is 
the  identical  church  erected  by  Constantine,  we  are  not 
called  to  enter.  It  is  stated  by  himself,  in  Diet,  of  Bible, 
i.  1018,  &o.,  and  rests  mainly  on  architectural  grounds.' 

A  new  method  of  proving  the  genuineness  of  the  pres- 
ent site  was  presented  by  Finlay,  "On  the  Site  of  the  Holy 
Sepulchre,"  1847.  lie  supposes  that  the  Roman  goveni- 
ment  had,  from  time  to  time,  accurate  sniweys  made  of  its 
territories,  and  that  "  maps  were  constiiicted  indicating  not 
only  every  locality  possessing  a  name,  but  so  detailed  that 
every  field  was  measured ; "  and  that  this  was  done  through- 
out the  provinces.  Thus  it  was  m  the  power  of  Constan- 
tine to  trace  the  garden  of  Joseph,  from  the  day  of  the 
crucifixion  down,  throngb  its  successive  owners,  and  at  any 
time  to  identify  it.  He  was  therefore  able  to  find  it,  even 
though  hidden  under  rubbish  and  covered  over  by  the 
temple  of  Venus.  All  depends  here  upon  the  facts  whether 
such  minute  and  accurate  measurements  were  made  at  in- 
tervals; and  if  made,  whether  they  had  been  preserved 

'  For  replies,  see  Wiffiama,  Uolj  CitJ,  ii.  00;  Willis,  same,  ii.  196,  notei 
Sdiaffler,  77;  Robinson,  iii.  263;  Lewin,  146;  Edinburgh  Review,  Oct. 
iseo.     See  also  Fergiisson'a  Answer  to  the  Eevieiv,  London,  JIurroy,  1861. 
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from  the  day  of  the  crucifixion  to  the  reign  of  Constantioe. 
Either  of  these  is  intrinsically  improbable,  and  anything 
like  demonstrative  proof  seems  to  be  wanting.' 

We  now  come  to  the  historical  question.  It  is  certain 
that  the  places  of  crucifixion  and  burial  must  have  been 
known,  not  only  to  the  disciples,  but  to  the  priesia  and 
rulers,  and  to  many  of  the  inhabitants.  It  is  in  the  highest 
degree  improbable  that  they  could  have  been  forgotten  by 
any  who  were  witnesses  of  the  Lord's  death,  or  knew  of 
lEs  resurrection.  As  the  apostles,  according  to  a  commonly 
received  tradition,  continned  for  a  number  of  years  aftei- 
this  at  Jerusalem,  there  could  be  no  doubt  that  each  site  was 
accurately  known.  Besides,  the  Evangelists,  writing  from 
twenty  to  fifty  years  after  His  death,  mention  distinctly 
Golgotha  and  the  gai-den.  Down  to  the  destruction  of  Je- 
rusalem by  Titus,  a.  d.  70,  there  can  be  no  question  that 
these  places  were  well  known.  During  the  siege  of  the  city, 
most  or  all  of  the  Jewish  Christians  retired  to  Pella,  but  they 
seem  soon  to  have  returned."  Was  the  city  bo  destroyed 
that  the  former  site  of  the  sepulchre  could  not  be  recog- 
nized ?  This  is  not  claimed  by  any  one.  Robinson  (i.  366) 
speaks  of  it  as  "  a  destruction  terrible,  but  not  total." 

If,  then,  the  site  was  known  to  the  Jewish  Christians 
after  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem  by  Titus,  it  could  not 
well  have  been  forgotten  before  its  second  destruction  by 
Hadrian,  a,  d.  136.  Whether  up  to  this  period  it  had  been 
marked  by  any  monument,  does  not  appear.  This  is  pos- 
able,  although  we  cannot  believe,  as  assumed  by  Chateaa- 
briand,  that  a  church  was  erected  upon  it.  That  the  city 
was  not  wholly  destroyed  by  Hadrian,  and  that  the  work 
of  rebuilding  began  immediately  after  the  close  of  the  war, 
is  historically  proved.  It  became  in  many  respects  a  new 
city,  taking  the  name  of  Aelia  Capitolina,  by  which  it  was 
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generally  known  for  many  years.  It  was  at  this  period 
that  the  Jewish  Christian  Church  at  Jerusalem  first  elected 
a  Grentile  bishop ;  and  Eusebiua  give8  a  list  of  his  succes- 
8ora,  twenty-three  in  nuraber,  down  to  the  time  of  Con- 
stantine.'  From  this  time,  136  to  324  a.  d.,  a  period  of 
about  190  years,  we  know  nothing  of  the  sepulchre  except 
what  we  learn  from  a  Btatemont  of  Eusebius,  that  impious 
men  had  erected  over  it  a  temple  to  the  goddess  Venus,  first 
covering  it  with  earth.'  When  this  temple  was  erected, 
or  by  whom,  we  do  not  know,  Jerome,  at  a  later  period, 
speaks  of  a  statue  of  Venus  standing  upon  the  spot,  and 
ascribes  it  to  the  time  of  Hadrian.  That  Hadrian  erected 
upon  the  site  of  the  Jewish  temple  a  temple  to  Jupiter,  is 
well  known.'  It  is  then  possible,  at  least,  that  at  this  time 
a  temple  to  Venus  may  have  been  also  erected  upon  the 
Kte  of  the  sepulchre;  the  latter  being  in  the  eyes  of  .the 
Christians  a  sacred  spot,  as  was  the  former  in  the  eyes  of 
the  Jews,  and  therefore  both  alike  dishonored  by  the  Ro- 
mans. How  far  the  Roman  government  made  a  distinc- 
tion between  the  Jews  and  the  Christians,  is  not  clear ;  but 
that  Hadrian  was  so  friendly  to  the  latter  that  he  would 
not  erect  a  temple  over  the  sepulchre,  is  not  shown.*  But 
whether  erected  by  Hadrian  or  not,  there  seems  no  good 
reason  for  doubting  the  statement  of  Eoscbiue.  The  objec- 
tion of  Robinson,  that  his  language  implies  that  Constan- 
tine  learned  the  site  by  immediate  revelation,  and  that  there- 
fore it  could  not  have  been  previously  known,  is  hypercriti- 
cal. Eusebius  plainly  means  that  the  thought  of  building  a 
church  over  the  sepulchre,  was  through  divine  impulse.  This 
had  long  been  "given  over  to  forgctfulness  and  oblivion" 
in  the  purpose  of  its  enemies;  it  was  buried  out  of  sight, 
and  nothing  existed  to  bring  it  to  mind  as  the  place  of  the 
Lord's  burial;  but  he  does  not  say  that  it  was  actually  thus 
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forgotten.  "  lo  the  daya  of  Constantine  not  the  least  3ouht 
was  entertained  where  the  sepulchre  was  situate  ;  but  the 
only  hesitation  was,  whether,  by  removing  the  temple,  the 
sepnlclire  itself  could  be  recovered.'" 

That  Constantine  erected  a  church  where  the  temple 
of  Venus  stood,  is  admitted ;  that  this  temple  actually 
stood  on  the  site  of  the  sepulchre,  must  rest  upon  the  au- 
thority of  Eusebius.  This  is  supposed  to  find  some  support 
in  the  fact  that  a  coin  of  Antoninus  Kus  contains  a  figure 
of  Venus  standing  in  a  temple  with  the  inscription,  c.  a.  c. : 
Colonia  Aelia  Capitoiina."  The  fables  related  by  Cyril  and 
others,  in  connection  with  the  Invention  of  the  Cross,  do  by 
no  means  show  that  the  site  of  the  sepulchre  is  fictitious.' 
We  cannot  well  doubt,  that  if  its  true  position  was  wholly 
imknowD,  and,  for  purposes  of  pious  fraud,  a  new  one  was 
to  be  selected,  one  would  have  been  taken  free  from  such 
obvious  topographical  difficulties  as  encompass  the  present 
site. 

In  concloding  this  brief  statement,  it  may  bo  added 
that,  as  the  topographical  argument  now  stands,  it  seems 
to  make  against  the  genuineness  of  the  present  sepulchre. 
Further  excavations  and  researches  may,  however,  wholly 
change  the  aspect  of  the  question.  The  historical  argu- 
ment in  its  favor  has  not  yet  been  set  aside.  Modern 
opinions  are  about  equally  divided.  While  most  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  writers  defend  its  genuineness,  some  deny 
it ;  and  on  the  other  hand,  many  Protestants  defend  it.* 

Tho  next  day,  that  which  followed  the  day  of  prepara- 
tion, or  the  Sabbath,  the  chief  pi-iests  and  Pharisees  came 

1  Lewin,  ISS.  '  See  Wiiliama,  i.  240. 

s  See  Winer,  i.  487,  note  6,  Isaac  Tuylor  (Ancient  Christianity,  iL  277) 
argues  more  forcibly  than  fairly  thcit  the  whole  wns  ,a  stnpendous  trnud. 

'  Amongthoaenot  already  died,  who  deny  it,  may  bo  mentioned  :  Wilson, 
Barclay,  Bonar,  Stewart,  ArnoW,  Meyer,  Ewald.  Among  those  who  defend 
if  ;  Tischendorf,  Olin,  Prime,  Lange,  Alford,  Friedlieb,  Lewin.  Amongtbose 
who  are  undecided  :  Ritler,  Kaumer,  Winer,  Bartlott,  Stunloy,  Eilicott. 
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to  Pilate,  desiring  that  the  door  of  the  sepulcbre  might  be 
sealed,  and  a  watch  set,  to  prevent  the  disuiplea  from  steal- 
ing the  body;  alleging,  as  the  ground  of  their  fear.  His 
words,  "  After  three  days  I  will  riat'  again."  Whether  the 
request  was  made  on  the  Sabbath  itseif,  or  upon  the  even- 
ing following,  is  uncertain.' 

Meyer  regards  all  this  account  as  unhistorical,  chiefly 
for  the  leason  that  the  Pharisees  could  not  have  heard 
Christ's  predictions  respecting  His  resurrection;  or,  at 
least,  could  not  have  thought  them  worthy  of  attention. 
If  the  disciples  did  not  undei-stand  or  believe  these  predic- 
tions, much  less  would  His  enemies.  But  this  by  no  means 
follows.  He  had  openly  spoken  of  His  death  and  resurrec- 
tion to  His  disciples,  (Matt.  xvi.  21 ;  xvii.  22,  23.)  This 
was  then  unintelligible  to  them,  because  they  truly  be- 
lieved that  He  was  the  Christ ;  and  when  He  was  actually 
crucified,  in  their  grief  and  despair  all  remembrance  of  His 
words  seems  to  have  escaped  them.  To  the  Pharisees  He 
had  spoken  of  the  sign  of  the  prophet  Jonah  as  to  be  ful- 
filled in  Himself,  {Matt.  xii.  40 ;)  and  now  that  He  was 
dead,  they  must  have  thought  of  its  actual  fulfilment. 
Besides,  it  is  scarce  possible  that  they  should  not,  through 
some  of  the  disciples,  have  heard  of  His  words  respecting 
His  resurrection  spoken  to  them.  Judas  must  have  known 
what  his  Lord  said,  and  may  have  told  the  priests.  They 
were  far  too  sagacious  not  to  take  precautions  against  all 
possible  contingencies.  Even  if  they  did  not  beheve  His 
resurrection  possible,  and  had  no  feith  in  His  words,  still  it 
was  wise  to  guard  against  the  stealing  of  the  body.  But  it 
is  not  certain  that  they  did  not  fear  that  He  would  rise. 
Did  they  not  know  of  the  resurrection  of  Lazarus?  and 
might  not  He  who  then  bade  the  dead  arise.  Himself  come 

>  For  ihe  former,  Ftiedlieb ;  for  the  latter,  Alford.  Sucherptit9  iton  the 
evening  foUowing  the  cruciGxioD,  or  the  begianing  of  the  Sabbath ;  bo 
Jonea. 
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forth  ?  In  their  state  of  mind,  to  seal  the  stone  and  set 
tho  watch  was  a  very  natural  precaution. 

But  why  was  not  the  body  at  once  taten  charge  of  by 
the  Pharisees,  and  not  delivered  into  the  hands  of  His  dis- 
ciples ?  Very  likely  the  request  of  Joseph  for  the  body 
was  something  unknown  and  unexpected  to  them ;  but  as 
it  was  given  to  him  by  permission  of  Pilate,  they  could  not 
interfere.  It  was  of  no  importance  in  what  sepulchre  it 
was  placed,  provided  it  was  secure ;  and  doubtless  they 
knew  that  it  was  io  the  sepulchre  ere  they  sealed  the  stone. 
When  tbe  stone  was  sealed,  is  not  said :  many  suppose, 
upon  the  evening  following  the  crucifixion.  "They  went 
to  Pilate  that  same  evening,  which  now  no  longer  belonged 
to  Friday,  but  formed  part  of  the  Sabbath." '  But  let  us 
suppose,  with  Alford,  that  it  "  was  done  in  the  evening 
ailer  the  termination  of  the  Sabbath,"  This  delay  presents 
no  real  dlfEculty.  "The  prediction  of  our  Lord  was  that 
He  would  rise  the  third  day ;  and  till  it  was  approaching 
they  would  give  themselves  no  concern  about  His  body. 
The  absence  of  it  from  the  tomb  before  the  commencement 
of  that  day,  would  rather  falsify  the  prediction  than  show 
the  truth  of  it." "  Perhaps  they  relied  on  the  sanctity  of 
the  Sabbath  as  a  suiBclent  preventive  against  His  disciples, 
and  thought  no  guard  necessary  till  the  day  was  past. 
Perhaps  they  supposed  at  first  that  with  His  death  all  cause 
of  apprehension  had  vanished,  and  that  afterward  tbey  be- 
gan to  reflect,  and  this  step  occurred  to  them.  Of  coarse 
it  was  in  itself  wholly  unimportant  when  the  stone  was  seal- 
ed, provided  only  that  the  body  was  then  there. 

That  the  account  is  given  by  Matthew  only,  is  readily 
explained  from  the  fact  that  he  wrote  specially  for  the 
Jews,  among  whom  the  report  of  stealing  the  body  had 
been  put  in  circulation.  It  was  omitted  by  Mark  and  Luke, 
who  wrote  for  another  clasa  of  readers.' 
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SUNDAY,  9th  APRIL,  (IItk  NISAN,)  TO  THURSDAY,  MAY 
I81H,   T83.     A.D.  30. 


Sunday,  17th  Nisan,  9i:h  April. 

As  the  dttj  began  to  dami  there  was  a  groat    MiTT,  xsviii.  2-4. 
earthquake;  ani  an  angel  of  the  Lord,  descending, 
rolled  away  the  stone  from  the  door  of  the  sepulchre, 
and  sat  upon  It     For  fear  of  him,  the  soldiers  be- 
came as  dead  men.     Immediatelj  after  caine  Mary    Mitt,  xnviiL  1. 
Magdalene,  and  other  women,  to  emhalm  the  body.    Make  xri.  1. 
As  they  approach  tho  sepulchre,  Mary  Magdalene,     Luke  xxiv,  1. 
beholding  the  stone  rolled  away,  and  supposing  that     Jons  si,  1,  2. 
Hie  body  had  been  removed  by  tho  Jews,  runs  to  find 
Petec  and  John,  to  inform  them.    The  other  women    Mark  xvi.  2-8. 
proceed  to  the  sepulchre,  and  tiiere  meet  an  angel,    Lhke  ixiv.  2-8. 
(or  angola,)  who  tella  them  of  the  Lord's  resurree-    Matt,  ixvih.  B-8 
doD,  and  gives  them  a  message  to  the  disciples. 

Soon  after  they  had  depailed,  Peter  and  John,    Jons  xx.  3-1 0. 
who  had  heard  the  story  of  Mary  Magdalene,  come    Lfke  xmv.  12  &  24. 
in  haste  to  see  what  had  occurred ;  and  Mary  follows 
them.    Entering  the  sepulchre,  they  find  it  empty, 
and  the  gravg  clothes  lymg  in  older  ;  and  John  then 
believes.     They  leave  the  tomb  to  return,  but  Mary 
remains  behind  weeping.     Looking  into  the  sepul-    JoHS  sx.  11-18. 
chre,  she  sees  two  angels,  and  immediately  after,  the 
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Lord  appears  to  her,  and  givM  her  ameasage  to  bear    Matt,  xxviii.  9,  10. 

to  the  disciples.     The  accounts  of  the  women  seem    Marh:  ivi.  9-11. 

to  the  diacipfes  as  idle  tales,  and  are  not  believed.     Lckb  xxiv.  9-11, 

Upon  the  return  of  the  soldiers  from  the  sepulchre 

into  the  citj,  the  priesta  and  elders,  learning  what    JliiT.  isvili.  11-15. 

had  taken  place,  bribe  them  to  spread  the  report 

that  the  disciples  had  etolen  the  body  away. 

In  ouv  attempts  to  put  in  order  the  events  from  the 
resurrection  to  the  asoension,  it  ia  necessary  to  bear  con- 
stantly in  mind  that  the  Lord  now  appears  under  new 
physical  conditions.  Up  to  His  death  Ho  had  been  under 
the  usual  limitations  of  our  humanity.  Kow  He  ia  the  Risen 
One.  Without  entering  into  any  inquiiies  as  to  the  nature 
ofHis  body  after  the  resurrection,  it  is  certain  that  it  was  in 
many  respects  unlike  what  it  had  been  before.  During  this 
period  of  forty  days,  He  came  and  went,  appeared  and  dis- 
appeared, in  a  most  mysterious  and  inscrutable  manner. 
He  passes,  seemingly  in  an  instant,  from  place  to  place ;  He 
is  seen  by  His  disciples,  and  convenes  with  them,  and  yet 
is  not  recognized;  He  enters  the  room  where  they  are  as- 
sembled while  the  doors  are  shut.  Hence,  in  examining  the 
naiTative  of  His  various  appearances  during  this  peiiod,  we 
must  remember  that  He  is  no  more  under  the  ordinary 
laws  of  nature;  and  that  we  are  in  the  highest  sense  in  the 
region  of  the  supernatural.  Also  the  angels,  of  whose 
modes  of  existence  we  know  so  little,  now  appear  as  His  at- 
tendants, and  manifest  themselves  from  time  to  time  to  the 
disciples. 

Before  attempting  to  fonn  a  connected  and  complete 
narrative,  let  us  examine  the  statements  of  the  several 
Evangelists  separately,  and  critically  compare  them  with 
each  other.  Wo  begin  with  John.  This  Evangelist  men- 
tions that  early  on  the  first  day  of  the  week,  when  it  was 
yet  dark,  Mary  Magdalene  came  to  the  sepulchre.  He 
speaks  of  her  only,  but  his  silence  respecting  others  is  no 


icioy  Google 


572  THE  LIFE  OF   OUK  LORD. 

certain  proof  that  she  was  alona  Incidental  evidence  that 
others  were  with  her,  ia  found  in  the  use  of  the  plural, 
(xx.  2,}  "  We  know  not  where  they  have  laid  Him." '  How 
many  constituted  the  party,  must  be  learned  from  the  Syn- 
optists.  Seeing  the  stone  taken  away  from,  the  door  of  the 
sepulchre,  she  naturally  supposed  that  the  body  of  Jesus 
had  been  removed  by  the  Jews;  and  in  her  alaiin,  without 
entei-ing  it,  runs  to  announce  the  fact  to  Peter  and,  John. 
It  is  not  said  where  she  found  them ;  but  hearing  her  mes- 
sage, they  hasten  with  all  speed  to  the  tomb,  and  entering 
it,  see  that  it  ia  empty,  except  the  linen  dothes  and  napkin. 
It  is  said  by  John  of  himself,  (v.  8,)  "  And  he  saw,  and  be- 
lieved." By  many  this  ia  understood  as  meaning  no  more 
than  that  he  believed  what  Mary  had  said  about  the  re- 
moval of  the  body;'  but  this  ia  inconsistent  \vith  the  gen- 
eral use  of  this  word  by  John,  and  with  the  context,  which 
clearly  implies  that  he  believed  that  Jesus  was  risen.'  The 
two  apostles  return  home,  or  go  to  find  others  of  their 
number.  Mary  Magdalene,  who  had  followed  them  back 
to  the  sepulchre,  remains  to  weep.  Bonding  down  and 
looking  into  it,  but  not  entering  it,  ahe  seea  two  angels, 
who  address  her,  asking  why  she  weeps.  Absorbed  in  her 
grief,  ahe  does  not  seem  to  have  noticed  the  strangeuess  of 
their  appearance  in  such  a  place,  and  hastily  answers  them. 
Turning  backward  ahe  sees  Jeaus,  but  snpposes  Him  to  be 
the  gardener,  and  not  till  He  calls  her  by  name  is  He  recog- 
nized. His  words,  (v.  17,)  "Touch  me  not,  for  I  am  not 
yet  ascended  to  my  Father,"  seem  to  point  to  some  move- 
ment on  her  part  to  embrace  Him,  which  He  forbids. 
(See  Matt,  xxviii.  9.)  lie  then  ^yes  her  a  message  to  His 
brethren ;  and  ahe,  returning  to  the  disciples,  told  them  of 
all  that  had  occuired.     Townson  (121)  regards  this  mes- 

■  Compare  t.  13,  where  the  singular  is  used ;   bo  Korton,  Luthardt, 
Stier. 

s  Ebrard,  Stier,  Neweonie.  =  Ton-nson,  Lufhardt,  Robinson, 
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sage,  which  is  very  unlike  that  given  by  Matthew,  (xxviii. 
10,)  as  a  voucher  to  the  apostles  that  Mary  Magdalene  had 
actually  seen  Him,  for  He  had  spoken  these  very  words  to 
them  on  the  evening  before  His  death,  (John  xvj.  16,  17.) 
Hearing  them  repeated  from  her  lips,  they  could  not  doubt 
that  He  had  appeared  to  her ;  but,  notwithstanding  this, 
ber  testimony  was  not  at  first  believed,  {Mark  svi.  11.) 

This  narrative  presents  several  qu^tions  that  demand 
examination.  Was  this  appearance  to  Mary  Magdalene  the 
first  alter  Christ's  resurrection  ?  Was  she  alone  when  He 
appeared  to  her  ?  With  what  intent  had  she  gone  to  the 
sepulchre  ?  These  questions  will  be  answered  as  we  exam- 
ine the  siccounts  of  the  Synoptists. 

Matthew's  account  of  the  resurrection  stands  in  close 
connection  with  what  he  had  said  of  the  burial,  and  of  the 
guarding  of  the  sepulchi'e.  He  wishes  to  show  how  all  the 
efibrts  of  the  Phaiisees  "to  make  the  sepulchre  sure,"  by 
setting  a  watch  and  sealing  the  stone,  were  made  of  no 
efiect  by  the  mighty  power  of  God.  He  sends  His  angel, 
and  the  guards  become  as  dead  men ;  the  seal  is  broken, 
and  the  stone  rolled  away.  Let  us  examine  his  narrative 
in  detail. 

The  two  women,  "Mary  Magdalene  and  the  other 
Mary,"  who  were  left  on  Fnday  evening  "sitting  over 
agamst  the  sepulchre,"  now  reappear  at  the  dawning  of  the 
first  day  of  the  week,  going  "to  see  the  sepulchre."  Were 
these  two  alone  ?  If  we  turn  to  the  other  Evangelists,  we 
find  that  Mart  mentions  Mary  Magdalene,  Mary  mother 
of  James,  and  Salome.  Luke  mentions  Mary  Magdalene, 
Mary  mother  of  James,  and  Joanna,  "and  other  with 
them."  John  mentions  Mary  Magdalene  only.  What  shall 
we  conclude  from  these  discrepancies?  Do  the  Evangel- 
ists  speak  in  general  terms,  giving  the  names  of  certain 
prominent  members  only  of  the  party,  without  designing  to 
enumerate  all ;   or  do  they  refer  to  two  or  more  distinct 
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parties,  who  visited  the  sepulchre  at  different  times?  The 
former  is  much  the  more  probable.  A  scrnpulous  exact- 
ness in  regard  to  the  number  of  the  persons  witnesses  of  an 
event,  is  by  no  means  characteristic  of  the  Gospels.  The 
Evangelists  do  not  write  as  men  who  are  fearful  that  their 
statements  will  be  discredited,  and  theiofoie  anxious  to 
confirm  them  by  heaping  up  evidi,nco.  Each  uses  the  facts- 
connected  with  the  visit  of  the  women  to  the  sepulchre  in 
such  manner  as  will  best  seiTe  the  puipose  of  his  special 
narrative.  How  many  women  went,  and  lilio  they  were — 
circnmstances  important  indeed  in  a  court  of  justice — were 
to  them  a  minor  matter,  not  at  all  affecting  the  centi'al  feet 
of  the  resurrection,  which  waa  established  by  quite  other 
evidence.  Each  Evangelist  mentions  certMn  of  the  women 
by  name,  and  passes  by  others :  the  grounds  of  this  mention 
and  silence  are  not  known  to  us,  but  in  no  degree  affect 
the  truth  of  the  narrative.  John  mentions  Mary  Magda- 
lene only ;  but  this  does  not  exclude  others ;  and  her  lan- 
guage, as  has  been  said,  plainly  implies  that  others  were 
present.  Matthew  had  spoken  of  Mary  Magdalene  and 
Mary  mother  of  James  as  being  at  the  tomb  on  Friday 
evening;  and  he  now  mentions  the  same  two  as  going 
thither  on  Sunday  morning.  These  two  Mark  also  had 
mentioned  as  at  the  burial ;  and  he  now  adds  to  them  Sa- 
lome. Luke  had  spoken  in  general  of  the  women  from  Gall- 
lee,  as  beholding  how  the  body  was  laid ;  and  now  men- 
tions by  name  Mary  Magdalene,  and  Joanna,  and  Mary 
mother  of  James;  and  adds,  "and  other  women  that  were 
with  them." 

We  conclude,  then,  that  of  the  Galilean  women,  or  those 
who  came  up  with  the  Lord  from  Galilee,  and  whose  number 
seems  to  have  been  considerable,  all,  or  certdnly  most  of 
them,  came  on  the  morning  of  the  first  day  of  the  week  to 
assist  in  embalming  the  body.  That  four  are  mentioned  by 
name,  is  very  probably  owing  to  the  fact  that  they  were 
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especially  prominent.  Whether  all  came  together  to  the 
sepulchre,  does  not  appear ;  but  it  is  more  likely  that  they 
lodged  in  different  places,  and  met  near  the  tomt  by  agree- 
ment. 

Matthew  speaks  of  the  two  Marys  as  coming  "to  see  the 
sepulchre ; "  John  does  not  mention  the  object  for  which 
Mary  Magdalene  came;  but  Lube  and  Mark  speak  of  the 
women  as  coming  to  anoint  the  body.  Beyond  question, 
this  was  the  chief  object.  Affection,  or  a  melancholy  curi- 
osity, might  indeed  have  led  them  to  wish  to  behold  where 
the  Lord  was  laid ;  but  here  was  a  duty  to  be  performed 
of  a  most  sacred  character.  That  Matthew  passes  by  in 
Hlence  the  facts  that  Nicodemns  brought  spices  on  Friday, 
and  that  the  women  brought  more  on  Sunday  morning,  is 
explained  from  the  scope  of  bis  narrative.  In  pursuance  of 
his  purpose  to  show  how  vain  were  all  the  precautions  of 
the  priests  and  Pharisees,  in  sealing  the  stone  and  setting  a 
watch,  he  relates,  and  he  only,  that  there  was  a  great  earth- 
quake ;  for  an  angel,  descending  from  heaven,  rolled  back 
the  stone  from  the  door  and  sat  upon  it ;  and  for  fear  of 
him  the  keepers  did  shake,  and  became  as  dead  men.  The 
connection  between  the  descent  of  the  angel  and  rolling 
away  of  the  stone,  and  of  the  resurrection  of  the  Lord,  is 
not  defined.  It  was  the  general  opinion  of  the  fiithers,  that 
He  rose  and  left  the  tomb  before  the  stone  was  rolled 
away ;  the  object  of  this  act  by  the  angel  being,  riot  to  give 
the  Lord  a  way  of  exit,  but  to  open  the  way  for  the  women 
to  enter.  There  is  no  indication  that  the  soldiers  saw 
Jesus  as  He  left  the  sepulchre,  and  their  terror  is  expressly 
ascribed  to  the  sight  of  the  angel.  Still,  the  general  tenor 
of  the  narrative  makes  on  us  the  impression  that  the  Lord 
did  leave  the  sepulchre  at  the  time  when  the  stone  was  rolled 
back,  even  if  the  act  of  revivification  was  some  time  earlier. 

Whether  by  the  "  earthquake,"  o-ckt/ios,  we  are  to  un- 
derstand a  literal  earthquake,  has  been  questioned.    Some 


icioy  Google 


S?8  THE   LIFE  OP   OUJl  LORD, 

would  refer  it  to  the  confusion,  or  commotion,  which  the 
suddeii  appearance  of  the  angel  made  among  the  soldiers 
keeping  watch ;  others  to  the  shocli  made  by  the  rolling 
away  of  the  stoue,  which  was  very  great;  othei-s  to  a  tem- 
pest, or  tempest  and  earthquake.  If,  however,  as  is  most 
probable,  it  was  a  literal  earthquake,  it  is  doubtful  whether 
it  was  felt  throughout  the  city ;  for  such  an  event,  taken  in 
connection  with  what  occurred  at  the  crucifixion,  could 
scarce  have  passed  unnoticed  by  the  disciples.  "  The  first 
earthquake,"  says  Stier,  "  extended  all  over  Jerusalem  to 
the  temple  and  graves;  the  second  only  moves  the  stone 
in  Joseph's  garden,  and  scares  the  guards  away," 

It  has  been  inferred  by  some,  from  Matt,  xxviii.  2-5, 
that  the  descent  of  the  angel,  and  rolling  away  of  the  stone, 
were  after  the  women  had  reached  the  sepulchre.  "  '  Be- 
hold there  was,'  "  says  Alford,  "  must  mean  that  the  women 
were  witnesses  of  the  eai'thquake,  and  that  which  followed."' 
But  the  language  does  not  compel  us  to  this  conclusion ; 
aud  indeed  the  more  natural  interpretation  is,  that  these 
events  had  taken  place  while  they  were  on  their  way,  or 
just  before  their  arrival,'  That  Mary  Magdalene  saw  this 
angel,  and  the  rolling  away  of  the  stone,  and  the  opening 
of  the  sepulchre,  is  not  consistent  with  John  xx.  1, 2.  She 
obviously  saw  no  more  than  that  the  door  was  open,  and 
was  afraid  that  the  Jews  had  taken  the  body  away.  It 
may  be  questioned  whether  any  of  the  women  approached 
the  sepulchre  so  long  as  the  angel,  in  that  tenible  glory 
with  which  he  affrighted  the  keepers,  was  still  sitting  upon 
the  stone.  {Compare  Mark  xvi.  5  and  Luke  xxiv.  4.) 
Whether  the  keepers  had  departed  ere  the  women  came,  is 
uncertain.  On  the  one  hand,  the  angel's  address  to  the  latter, 
V.  5,  "Fear  not  ye,"  where  the  "ye"  is  emphatic,  implies 

■  "  There  was  (jTrftro)  a  great  earthquake,"  is  tranamted  by  Campbell 
and  Norton,  "there  had  baen,"  &c.  See  De  Wette  iu  loeo.  Ellioott  sapposea 
that  "  tbey  beheld  it  partially,  and  at  a  distance." 
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their  presence ;  yet,  on  the  other  hand,  they  would  hardly 
have  approached  the  door  ii'  they  had  seen  the  Roman 
soldiers. 

Mark  says  that  the  women  "  entering  into  the  sepulchre, 
saw  a  young  man  sitting  on  the  right  side."  Did  they  see 
two  ancels,  one  without  and  one  within  ?  This  is  affirmed 
by  Greawell,  and  also  that  each  addressed  thom  in  the  same 
terms.  But  this  is  intiinsically  improbable.  There  is 
nothing  in  Matthew's  narrative  that  forbids  us  to  suppose 
that  the  angel,  whose  first  appearance  had  special  reference 
to  the  soldiers  and  the  opening  of  the  door,  was  not  seen 
by  the  women  at  a!l  till  they  were  about  to  enter,  or  had 
actually  entered,  the  sepulchre.  Then  he  addresses  them, 
and  invites  them  "  to  come  and  see  the  phice  where  the 
Lord  lay."  It  may  be  that  the  sepulchre  had  a  porch  or 
entrance,  from  which  ail  the  interior  could  bo  seen.  "  There 
is  no  allasion  in  the  Scripture  to  a  vestibule  or  outer  cave; 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  there  is  nothing  to  contradict  its 
existence;  and  the  common  airangement  of  the  Jewish 
sepulchres  make  it  probable  that  there  was  one." ' 

The  mention  of  the  two  angels  by  Luke  (xxiv.  4)  will 
be  considered  when  his  aoconnt  comes  before  us. 

After  receiving  the  messago,  Matthew  adds  that  the 
women  "departed  quickly  from  the  sepulchre  with  fear 
and  great  joy :  and  did  run  to  bring  His  disciples  word," 
This  is  seemingly  at  variance  with  Mark's  statement,  (xvi, 
8,)  that  "  Thoy  went  out  quickly  and  fled  from  the  sepul- 
chre, for  they  trembled  and  were  amazed ;  neither  said 
they  any  thing  to  any  man,  for  tiiey  were  afraid."  Alford 
afflrnM  that  tho  two  accounts  cannot  be  reconciled.  But 
the  discrepancy  is  more  apparent  than  real.     According  to 

1  Willis  in  Holy  Citj,  ii.  IBS  ;  see  Townaon,  SO ;  LichtBratein,  4(56.    The 

Dame  of  the  whole  sepulchre,  including  the  porch. or  anteroom;    the  lallBf 
as  thi;  pliicii  where  the  body  W03  deposited— does  not  seem  ivdl  supported. 
25 
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Mark,  the  woineQ  were  afraid  and  aniaaed,  or,  more  literally, 
"  trembling  and  ecstasy  held  them ;  "  a  form  of  expression 
nearly  parallel  to  Matthew's,  "  with  fear  and  great  joy." 
They  said  nothing  to  any  one.  What  does  tliis  mean  ? 
That  they  never  told  any  one  what  they  had  seen  ?  This 
is  contrary  to  Luke  xxiv,  9,  and  intrinsically  improbable. 
The  obvious  meaning  is,  that  they  did  not  telt  it  to  any  one 
but  the  disciples.  They  said  nothing  to  the  strangers  whom 
they  met  by  the  way,  but  hastened  to  find  those  for  whom 
their  message  was  intended.  That  on  finding  the  apostles 
they  continued  silent,  is  neither  implied  in  the  narrative, 
nor  supported  by  the  circumstances  of  the  case.  No  such 
overpowering  fear  seized  them  at  the  sight  of  the  angel  as 
seized  the  keepers,  and  yet  the  latter,  speedily  recovering 
themselves,  went  to  the  city  and  showed  to  the  priests  all 
that  had  been  done. 

Matthew  adds,  (vs.  9,10,)  "Behold  Jesus  met  them, 
saying.  All  hail.'  And  they  came,,  and  held  Him  by  the 
feet,  and  worshipped  Him,  Then  smd  Jesus  unto  them, 
Be  not  afraid :  go,  tell  my  brethren  that  they  go  into  Galir 
lee,  and  there  shall  they  see  me."  When,  and  with  whom, 
was  this  interview  ?  Apparently  the  Lord  met  the  women 
as  they  were  going  from  the  sepulchre  into  the  city  to  find 
the  disciples.  But  this  has  been  often  questioned.  New- 
come,  and  many,  suppose  that  the  women  bore  to  the  dis- 
ciples the  message  of  the  angel,  {v.  7,)  and  then  returned 
to  the  tomb,  and  that  upon  their  second  departure  Jesus 
appeared  to  them."  Greswell  puts  this  naeeting  several 
days  after  the  day  of  the  resurrection.  Rejecting  these 
constructions  as  forced,  we  hold  to  the  obvious  tenor  of 

I  The  received  text  lios,  "And  as  Ihey  went  to  lell  His  disciples,"  ic, 
bat  this  douse  is  omitted  by  Tisohendoif ;  bo  Alford  and  Meyer. 

>  SeeEllicotl,  350,  note,  who  Bays  :  "After  the  ddivary  of  the  firat  tidings 
to  the  apostles,  they  directed  their  steps  baoli  agnm  to  the  sepulolire,  and 
that  it  was  on  their  way  Uiece  that  the  Lord  vouchsafed  to  appear  to 
Ihcin." 
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the  narrative,  and  place  this  meeting  while  the  women  were 
returning  from  the  sepulchre,  soon  after  the  vision  of  the 
angel.  But  who  were  these  women?  Apparently  Mary 
Magdalene  and  the  other  Mary.  Were  there  then  two 
appearances  the  same  morning  to  Mary  Magdalene;  or,  are 
this  and  that  mentioned  by  John  (xx.  14-18}  one  and  the 
same?  The  point  is  one  of  importance,  and  needs  careful 
examination. 

While  from  John's  language  it  would  appear  that  Mary 
Magdalene  visited  the  sepulchre  alone,  from  the  Synoptists 
it  appears  that  she  was  accompanied  by  others.  Leaving 
these,  she  ran  to  call  Peter  and  John,  and  followed  them 
back  to  tho  sepulchre ;  and  here  Jesus  appeared  to  her. 
Was  she  now  alone?  This  is  the  natnral  construction  of 
tho  language.  Every  circumstance  indicates  that  she  alone 
saw  him.  This  is  confirmed  by  Mark's  words,  (xvi.  9,)  "He 
appeared  first  to  Mary  Magdalene."  If  she  had  not  been 
alone,  this  could  not  have  been  said.  Taking  then  as  cer- 
tain that  Jesus  appeared  Gv&t  to  Mary  Magdalene,  and  that 
no  others  were  present,  can  the  account  of  Matthew  be 
referred  to  this  appearance  ?  We  have  seen  that  the  men- 
tion of  the  two,  Mary  Magdalene  and  Mary  mother  of 
James,  does  not  show  that  others  did  not  accompany  them 
to  the  tomb.  If  Mary  Magdalene  separated  herself  from 
this  party,  and,  returning  to  the  sepulchre  after  the  others 
had  left  it,  then  beheld  Jesus,  could  Matthew  speak  of  it 
in  the  general  terms  which  he  uses  ?  From  his  words  it 
would  appear  that  more  than  one  were  present.  The  plural 
is  used  throughout :  "  ye,"  "  they,"  "  them  " ;  but  this  is 
not  conclusive,  since  we  may  say,  with  Krafft,  that  the 
plural  is  here  rather  a  generic  than  a  numerical  designation. 
Also,  the  circumstances  mentioned  by  Matthew  seem  in 
many  points  unlike  those  mentioned  by  Jobn,  both  as  to 
the  place  where  Jesus  appeared,  the  words  which  He  spake, 
and  tho  demeanor  and  language  of  the  women.    Still,  the 
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tenor  of  tho  narrative  leads  ua  to  the  result  that  Matthew 
states  in  general  what  John  gives  in  detail.  The  purpose 
of  the  latter  leads  him  to  give  special  prominence  through- 
out his  Gospel  to  the  words  of  Jesus ;  and  His  words  here 
to  Mary  Magdalene  are  of.  peculiar  interest,  and  are  there- 
fore recorded.  The  former,  whose  account  is  adapted  to 
meet  the  report  current  among  the  Jews,  that  the  disciples 
had  stolen  the  body  away,  contents  himself  with  saying 
generally  that  the  Lord  first  appeared  to  certain  women, 
and  that  they  held  Him  by  the  feet  and  worshipped  Him. 
The  important  iacts  in  Matthew's  account  are,  that  to  the 
women  a  vision  of  angels  appeared,  announcing  the  Lord's 
resurrection ;  and  that  afterward  the  Lord  himself  appeared 
to  them.  How  many  there  were  of  the  women,  and  whether 
the  two  whom  he  mentions  as  having  seen  the  angels,  saw 
also  the  Lord,  are  but  incidental  and  unimportant  circum- 
stances. 

We  conclude  then  that,  although  a  number  of  women 
visited  the  sepulchre,  and  several  of  them  saw  the  angels, 
or  an  angel,  to  Mary  Magdalene  alone  did  Jesus  himself 
appear.  We  thus  make  the  accounts  of  Matthew  and  John 
refer  to  the  same  event.' 

There  are  some,  who,  making  two  appearances  of  the 
Lord  to  the  women,  attempt  to  avoid  the  difficulty  that, 
according  to  Matthew,  the  women  must  have  reached  the 
disciples  before  Mary  Magdalene  returned  to  tho  sepulchre, 
and  therefore  could  not  have  seen  Jesus  at  this  time,  by 
denying  that  the  first  appearance  was  to  Mary  Magdalene, 
as  is  generally  assumed.  It  is  said  that  the  words  of  Mark, 
(kvI.  9,)  "Kow  when  Jesua  was  risen  early  the  first  day  of 
the  week.  He  appeared  first  to  IVIary  Magdalene,"  do  not 
mean  that  His  first  appearance,  absolutely  speaking,  was  to 
her,  but  that  the  first  of  the  appearances  related  by  Mark 
was  to  her.  It  is  remarked  by  Robinson' :  "  Mark  narrates 

■  So  Lightfool,  Krafft,  Lichtcnstoia,  Wioselor,  Da  Coata. 
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three,  and  only  three,  appearances  of  our  Lord;  of  these  lliree 
that  to  Mary  Magdalene  takes  place  first,  and  that  to  the 
assembled  disciples  the  same  evening  occurs  last."  Thus 
interpreted,  the  Lord  may  have  appeai'ed  first  of  all  to  the 
Women  departing  from  the  sepulchre,  and  then,  a  few 
minutes  later,  to  Mary  Magdalene.  But  the  great  body 
of  commentatora  interpret  Mark's  words  as  referring  to 
His  first  appearance  to  any  one  after  His  resurrection.' 

In  immediate  connection  with  the  departure  of  the 
women  to  announce  the  resurrection  to  His  fiiends,  Mat- 
thew relates  the  departure  of  the  soldiers  to  announce  it 
to  His  enemies.  The  latter  incident  will  be  considered  by 
and  by. 

From  Matthew's  narrative  we  turn  to  that  of  Mark,' 
The  main  points  in  which  the  two  differ  have  been  already 
noticed,  but  Mark  adds  some  interesting  particulars.  The 
subject  of  conversation  with  the  women  as  they  approach 
the  sepulchre,  is,  how  the  stone  shall  bo  rolled  away ;  but 
advancing,  they  see  that  it  is  already  rolled  away.'  In  men- 
tioning the  feet  that  Jesus  appeared  first  to  Mary  Magda- 
lene, Mark  adds,  "  out  of  whom  He  had  cast  seven  devils," 
This  may  be  to  designate  her  in  distinction  from  others, 
but  more  probably  is  explanatory  of  the  high  honor  that 
was  given  her.  Her  faith  had  been  great,  and  here  was 
her  reward. 

We  turn  now  to  Luke.    He  had  i-elated  (xxiii.  55,  58) 

'  So  West,  Gresirell,  Newcome,  Kraffi^  ElliooW,  Wieseler;  Alaiander  is 
uD  decided. 

'  Many  regard  the  latter  porUon  of  the  sixteenth  chapter  of  this  Eiangelist, 
TB.  S-20,  as  not  hia  oivc,  hut  as  added  by  another  at  a  later  period;  so  Tisoh- 
ecdorf,  Alford,  Meyer.  Some,  as  Ebrord,  make  it  a  later  addition  of  Mack 
himself.  Alesandor  defends  the  present  coQcliiaioa  as  (he  original  one  of  the 
Evangelist. 

=  Lewin  (ISA)  infers  tram  the  narratives  that  the  stono  was  a  liirge  circu- 
lar one,  moving  in  a  groove,  cut  laterally  in  the  front  of  the  sepulchre.  A 
Epecimen  of  this  kind  of  stone  door  is  still  to  be  seen  at  the  "  Tombs  of  lh« 
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that  the  women  which  came  with  Jcsua  from  Galilee,  fol- 
lowed His  hody  to  the  tomb,  aiiil  beheld  the  sepulchre,  and 
how  the  body  was  laid.  Returning,  they  prepared  epices 
and  ointments,  and,  resting  the  Sabbath,  went  early  the 
next  morning,  (xxiv.  1,)  taking  the  spices  they  had  pre- 
pared.' The  names  of  these  women  were,  (v.  10,)  Mary 
Magdalene,  Joanna,  and  Maiy  mother  of  James ;  but  others 
were  with  them,  whose  names  are  not  mentioned,"  In  what 
relation  docs  this  visit  stand  to  that  of  Matthew  and  Mai'k? 
Some  have  supposed  them  to  be  wholly  distinct.*  It  is 
said  that  there  were  two  parties  of  women ;  the  first  of 
which  consisted  of  the  two  Marys  and  Salome,  the  second 
of  Joanna  and  others,  among  whom  was  probably  Susanna, 
In  proof  that  there  wore  two  parties,  several  points  of  dif- 
ference in  the  narrations  of  Matthew  and  Mark  on  the  one 
hand,  and  of  Luke  on  the  other,  are  made  prominent ; 
1st.  That,  according  to  the  former,  the  women  prepared 
their  spices  after  the  Sabbath ;  according  to  the  latter,  be- 
fore the  Sabbath.  2d.  That,  according  to  the  former,  they 
saw  but  one  angel ;  according  to  the  latter,  they  saw  two  ; 
and  also  that  the  angelic  messages  are  unlike.  3d.  That, 
according  to  the  latter,  Peter,  hearing  the  report  of  the 
women,  runs  to  the  sepulchre;  but  of  this  the  former 
makes  no  mention. 

Before  considering  these  points  of  difference,  let  us  note 
the  character  of  Luke's  narrative.  Is  he  giving  a  particu- 
lar account  of  what  happened  to  a  certain  party  or  number 
of  women ;  or  is  he  summing  up  what  happened  to  the 
women  generally,  without  distinction  of  parties  or  indi 
viduals?    The  latter  is  most  probable.     If,  as  is  claimed, 

1  TischcDdorf  otnils,  "  And  ceriain  Willi  them,"  which  is  m  the  received 
lest ;  so  Alford. 

'  The  fona  of  espression,  oi  \onrcu,  seems  to  embrace  all  the  Gfllilefln 

=  West,  60 ;  Gresfffill,  iii.  2G4. 
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there  were  two  distinct  parties,  what  happened  to  one  did 
not  to  the  other  ;  and  the  account  here  must  refer  to  one 
party  only.  But  if  this  relates  merely  to  what  Joanna  and 
her  companions  saw  and  heard,  why  is  the  name  of  Mary 
Magdalene  mentioned?  She  was  not  present  with  them, 
and  did  not  see  these  angels,  or  hear  their  message.  The 
mention  of  her  name  shows  that  Luke  is  giving  a  siimmaiy 
of  what  occurred,  a  general  statement  of  the  facts,  without 
distinction  of  witnesses.  A  number  of  women  go  to  the 
sepulchre ;  find  the  stone  rolled  away,  and  the  tomb  empty ; 
are  in  perplexity  to  know  what  has  become  of  the  body; 
see  a  vision,  of  angels,  who  give  them  a  message ;  return 
and  tell  the  disciples,  and  are  not  believed,  oaly  Peter  and 
others  (see  xxiv.  24)  go  to  see  for  themselves :  this  is  the 
substance  of  Lake's  narrative.  It  is  an  outline  of  what 
occurred  in  the  early  part  of  the  day  to  the  women,  but 
without  entering  into  any  details.  Why  he  omits  all  men- 
tion of  the  fact  that  Jesus  appeared  to  Mary  Magdalene, 
and  narrates  His  appearance  to  the  two  disciples  on  their 
way  to  Emmaus,  as  if  it  were  the  first,  we  can  but  conjec- 
ture. That  he  does  not  mention  it  here,  may  be  explained 
as  springing  from  the  scope  of  the  narrative,  which  repre- 
sents that  the  two  disciples,  leaving  the  city  before  tho  ap- 
pearance to  her  was  known,  had  heard  only  of  the  angelic 
announcement  that  He  was  alive. 

If  this  be  a  correct  view  of  Luke's  naiTative,  all  the 
supposed  discrepancies  between  him  on  the  one  side,  and 
Matthew  and  Mark  on  the  other,  are  readily  removed. 
The  first,  in  regard  to  the  time  of  the  preparation  of  the 
spices,  has  already  been  considered.  The  second,  in  regard 
to  the  number  of  angels,  finds  its  explanation  in  the  feet 
that  if  the  women  in  Matthew  and  Mark  saw  but  one,  ac- 
cording to  John,  Mary  Magdalene  saw  two ;  and  Luke 
gives  the  greater  number.  He  simply  says  that  "two  men 
stood  by  them  (oreoTTjirai')  in  shining  garments,"  but  with- 
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ont  any  details.  The  message  given  by  them  ia  substan- 
tially the  same  in  the  three  Evangelists.  The  third,  in  re- 
gard to  the  running  of  Peter  to  the  sepuichre,  is  a  brief 
statement  of  the  same  fact  that  John  (xx.  3,  4)  relates  more 
at  length.  That  Luke  was  aware  that  Peter  was  not  alone 
appears  from  v.  24  :  "  And  certain  of  them  which  were  with 
us,  went  to  the  sepulchre."  There  is  no  necessity  to  say,  as 
West  and  Townson  do,  that  Luke  refers  to  another  and 
later  visit- 
No  notice  has  yet  been  taken  of  the  time  when  these 
various  events  are  said  by  the  several  Evangelists  to  have 
taken  place.  For  the  sake  of  convenience  we  bring  to- 
gether here  th«r  statements.  Our  main  inquiry  concerns 
the  time  when  the  women  first  visited  the  sepulchre.  In 
Matthew,  (xxviii.  1,}  it  is  spoken  of  as  "  In  the  end  of  the 
Sabbath,  as  it  began  to  dawn  toward  the  first  day  of  the 
week." '  As  the  Sabbath  ended  at  sunset,  this  may  be 
understood,  as  by  Patvitius,  of  its  l^t  hours,  or  those  just 
before  sunset.'  But  most  agree  that  the  natural  day,  com- 
mencing at  sunrise  and  ending  at  sunset,  is  spoken  of;  and 
that  the  coming  of  the  women  was  at  the  dawn  of  the  day 
following  the  Sabbath.'  M.ark{xvi.2)says:  "Andveryearly 
in  the  morning,  the  first  day  of  the  week,  they  came  unto  the 
sepulchre,  at  the  rising  of  the  sun,"  avartiXavroi  tov  ijXiou. 
Luke  (xxiv,  1}  says:  "Now  upon  the  first  day  of  the 
week,  very  early  in  the  morning,  op$pov  pa$to?,  they  came," 
&c.  John  (xx.  1)  says :  "  The  first  day  of  the  week  com- 
eth  Mary  Magdalene  early,  when  It  was  yet  dark,"  jrpaii, 
tTKOTiM  (Ti  ouqn;s.  Let  us  note  the  exact  force  of  each 
of  these  statements.     "Tho  beginning  of  the  dawn,"  in 

■  This  ia  traralated  by  GroswcU:  "Ifoivlate  in  the  ivesk,  at  the  hour  of 
dawn,  agaiost  the  Brst  day  of  tha  week."  By  Norton  :  '■  And  the  Sabbath 
being  over,  in  the  dawn  of  the  Urat  day  of  the  week." 

■  See  Luke  xxiit.  54,  where  the  Greek  term  tirifaiTKa  is  the  same. 
'  See  Alford  and  Meyer  in  loco. 
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Matthew,  was  about  5  o'clock  a.  m,,  it  being  then  early  in 
April.'  The  "  very  early  "  of  Mark  is  somewhat  indefinite. 
If  TTpiM  be  taken  here  as  in  xiii.  35,  for  the  "morning 
watch,"  it  would  embrace  3-6  a.  m.  ;  if  used  indefinitely, 
it  denotes  simply  the  early  morning.  Taken  in  connection 
with  \iav,  "  very,"  as  here,  it  is  parallel  to  the  "  day  da^im  " 
of  Matthew,  or  "  while  it  was  yet  dark"  of  John. 

But  how  can  this  be  reconciled  with  that  further  note 
of  time  which  Mark  gives,  "  at  the  rising  of  the  sun,"  or 
"  the  sun  having  arisen  "  f  If  both  expressions  be  strictly 
taken,  the  Evangelist  ia  inconsistent  with  himselC  Various 
solutions  have  been  proposed.  Townsend  would  make  a 
period  at  sepulchre,  and  connect  the  "rising  of  the  sun" 
with  the  clause  following,  making  it  to  read :  "  At  the 
rising  of  the  sun  they  said  among  themselves,"  &c.  But 
this  is  indefensible.  West,  (42,)  followed  by  Greswell, 
would  make  the  women  to  have  reached  the  sepulchre  at 
the  rising  of  the  sun,  but  to  have  left  their  homes  much 
earlier.  This,  liowever,  does  not  meet  the  difficulty, 
the  verb  "they  came"  being  qualified  by  both  marks  of 
time.  Ewald  (vj.  73,  note)  regards  "  at  the  rising  of  the 
sun "  an  addition  to  the  original  Gospel.  This  is  to  cut 
the  knot,  Kewcome  would  change  the  reading,  but  with- 
out authority.  But,  in  truth,  no  solution  is  necessary. 
It  is  most  unreasonable  to  suppose  that  Mark  should  not 
know  what  he  designed  to  say,  and  contradict  himself  in 
the  compass  of  a  single  sentence.  He  evidently  speaks  in 
general  terms.  It,  then,  "  very  early  "  be  understood  as 
the  dawning  day,  as  is  most  probable,  the  phrase  "  at  the 
rising  of  the  sun  "  denotes  the  same  period  which  we  des- 
ignate as  the  sun-rising,  or  that  period  from  the  first  il- 
lumination of  the  sky  till  the  sun  is  above  the  horizon.' 

'  Winer,  ii.  560.  '  So  Meyer,  Alford. 

'  Sec  Robinson,  Hiir.  2S0,  who  cites  eeTeral  pasaages  from  the  Old  Testa- 
ment in  which  a  like  form  of  enpression  is  used  ;  Judges  is.  SSj  Psalms  civ. 
£2 ;  2  Kings  iii.  22.     So  Hengstenberg  and  Alexander. 
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TIius  Mark  is  both  in  harmony  with  himself,  and  with  the 
Other  Evangelists.  The  "very  early  in  the  morning"  of 
Luke,  the  early  morning  twilight,  or  deep  dawn,  is  plainly 
identical  with  "the  dawning"  of  Matthew,  and  the  "very 
early "  of  Mark.  The  "  early  "  of  John  is  more  exactly 
defined  by  the  addition  "  when  it  was  yet  dark,"  or  before 
it  was  yet  clear  day.  It  was  at  least  sufficiently  light  for 
Mary  Magdalene  to  see  that  the  stone  was  rolled  away. 

Thus  it  appears  that  the  only  discrepancy  in  regard  to 
the  time  of  the  women's  visiting  the  sepulchre,  arises  from 
Mark's  statement  that  they  came  "  at  the  rising  of  the 
sun."  If  this  phrase  should  be  pressed  to  the  letter,  as 
skeptical  critics  for  the  moat  part  do,  he  would  not  only 
contradict  himself,  but  also  the  statement  of  John  that 
Mary  Magdalene  came  "  while  it  was  yet  dark."  It  should, 
however,  be  noted,  that  some  intei-val  must  have  elapsed 
between  the  departure  of  the  women  from  their  homes  and 
their  arrival  at  the  sepulchre,  and  that  the  Evangelists  may 
speak  of  one  or  the  other  period  without  special  discrim- 
ination. 

We  may,  without  violence,  take  Mark's  expression  in 
the  large  sense,  as  embracing  the  whole  period  from  early 
dawn  till  actual  snniising.  The  women,  however  early 
they  may  have  left  their  homes,  could  scarcely  expect  to 
begin  their  work  of  embalming  the  body  till  it  was  broad 
daylight.  Lightfoot  (on  Mark  xvi.  2)  mentions  a  fourfold 
distinction  of  twihght  among  the  Rabbins:  1st.  "The 
hind  of  the  morning,  or  first  appearance  of  light."  2d. 
"When  one  may  distinguish  between  purple  color  and 
white."  3d.  "  When  the  east  begins  to  lighten."  4th. 
"  Sunrise."  He  would  apply  these  four  periods  to  the  state- 
ments of  the  four  Evangelists — the  first  to  Matthew,  the 
second  to  John,  the  third  to  Luke,  the  fourth  to  Mark. 
There  seem  no  good  grounds  for  this. 

All  the  Evangelists  imply  that  the  Lord's  resurrection 
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waa  very  early,  for  the  women  find  the  sepulchre  empty; 
but  none  give  any  note  of  time  except  Mark  (svi.  9;)  "Now 
when  Jesus  was  risen  early  the  first  day  of  the  week,"  &c. 
Here  it  is  seen  that  Mark  speaks  only  indefinitely,  for  the 
Lord  arises  "  early,"  Trpoi,  whilst  the  women  came  "  very 
early,"  Amxv  n-ptui.  Some,  however,  would  make  this  define 
the  time  when  the  Lord  appeared  to  Mary/ 

This  examination  of  the  several  narratives  shows  ushow 
many  of  the  data  are  wanting  which  are  necessary  to  enable 
us  to  form  a  regular,  harmonious,  and  complete  histoiy  of 
this  eventful  morning.  Each  of  the  Evangelists  gives  us 
some  particulars  which  the  others  omit,  but  no  oue  of  them 
aims  to  give  us  a  full  and  connected  account  j  and  for  us 
to  supply  the  missing  links  in  the  chain,  is  impossible.  To 
a  superficial  examination  there  seem  many  discrepancies, 
not  to  say  contradictions,  but  a  thorough  investigation 
shows  that  the  points  of  real  difference  are  very  few ;  and 
that  in  several  ways  even  these  differences  may  be  removed. 
Whilst  thus  wo  cannot  say  of  any  order  which  we  can 
frame  that  it  is  certain,  we  can  say  of  several  that  they  are 
probable ;  and  if  they  cannot  be  proved,  neither  can  they 
be  disproved.  This  is  sufficient  for  him  who  finds  in  the 
moral  character  of  the  Gospels  the  highest  vouchers  for 
their  historic  truth. 

To  bring  before  the  reader  some  of  the  many  possible 
arrangements  of  these  events,  and  to  show  what  the  special 
difficulties  in  the  way  of  the  harmonist  are,  wo  select  the 
following,  which  have  found  many  adherents.  It  will  be 
noted  that  the  point  which  chiefly  detennines  the  order,  is 
whether  Jesus  appearedonce  or  twice  to  the  women.  "We 
be^  with — 

lAghtfoot.  1.  Earthquake,  and  resurrection  of  Chiist. 
2.  Visit  of  Mary  Magdalene  and  other  women  to  the  tomb, 
which  they  roach  just  as  the  sun  is  up.  They  are  told 
■  See  Mejer  in  loco. 


aavGoOgle 


!   OF  OUIt  LORD. 


of  His  resurrection  by  the  angels,  and  go  back  to  the  dis- 
ciples. 3.  Peter  and  Joiin  go  to  the  sepulchre,  followed  by 
Mary  Magdalene.  They  return,  and  she  remains.  4.  Christ 
appears  to  her,  and  she  takes  Him  for  the  gardener.  She 
afterward  embraces  His  feet,  kissing  them.  Thus  Matthew 
xxviii,  9  and  John  xx.  14  refer  to  the  same  appearance. 

Lardner.  1.  The  women,  with  Mary  JIagdalene,  go  to 
the  sepulchre  and  find  it  empty.  2.  Mary,  with  othei-s,  goes 
to  the  apostles  Peter  and  John,  3.  They  come  to  the  tomb, 
and  then  return  home.  4.  Mary  Magdalene  and  the  others 
follow  the  two  apostles  back  to  the  tomb,  and  reniMu  there 
after  Peter  and  John  are  gone.  5.  Jesus  appears  to  them 
all  there.  6.  Mary  Magdalene  and  the  others  go  and  an- 
nounce all  to  the  disciples,  7.  Jesus  appears  to  the  two 
disciples.  8.  He  appears  to  Peter,  9.  He  appears  to  the 
Eleven.  Here,  also,  the  appearance  to  Mary  Magdalene 
mentioned  by  John,  and  that  to  the  two  Marys  mentioned 
by  Matthew,  are  made  the  same. 

Wmt,  1.  The  two  Marys  and  Saiome  visit  the  tomb, 
the  angel  having  before  rolled  away  the  stone,  and  tho 
guards  being  gone.  2.  Mary  Magdalene,  seeing  the  stone 
rolled  away,  runstofindPeter  and  John.  3.  Mary,  mother 
of  James,  and  Salome,  remaining,  see  an  angel,  and  receive 
his  message.  Greatly  terrified,  they  depart.  4.  Peter  and 
John  visit  the  sepulchre,  and  depart.  5,  Mary  Magdalene, 
having  followed  them,  sees  the  two  angels,  and  then  the 
Lord  himself.  6.  The  Lord  appears  to  the  other  Mary  and 
Salome.  7.  Joanna  and  her  party  of  women  come  to  the 
sepulchre,  see  two  angels,  and  hear  from  them  that  Jesus 
is  risen.  They  depart  and  announce  to  the  disciples  that 
they  had  seen  a  vision  of  angels.  8.  Peter  runs  a  second 
time  to  the  sepulchre,  but  sees  only  the  linen  clothes.  9. 
The  two  disciples  having  heard  the  report  of  Joanna  and 
her  party,  set  out  for  Emmaus.  Here  the  appearances 
mentioned  by  John  and  Matthew  are  distinguished. 
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TowriBon,  1.  The  two  Marys  and  Salome  go  to  the 
tomb,  and  while  they  are  on  the  way  the  angel  descenda 
and  rolla  away  the  stone.  They  reacli  it  at  the  rising  of 
the  sun.  2.  Mary  Magdalene  goes  for  Peter  and  John. 
3.  The  other  Mary  and  Salome  enter  the  porcli  of  the 
sepnlcbve,  see  an  angel,  receive  his  message,  and  depart  in 
great  fear.  4.  Peter  and  John  come  and  visit  the  tomb. 
5.  Mary  Magdalene  returns  and  sees  first  the  angels,  and 
then  the  Lord.  6.  Mary  Magdalene  departing,  falls  in  with 
the  other  Mary  and  Salome,  and  to  them  together  Jesus 
appears  the  second  time.  1.  Joanna  and  her  party  now 
come,  and,  entering  the  tomb,  see  two  angels.  They  return, 
and  confirm  to  the  disciples  what  the  other  women  had 
already  reported.  8.  Peter  goes  a  second  time  to  the 
sepulchre,  and  finds  only  the  clothes,  fl.  The  two  disciples 
set  out  for  Emmans.  10.  The  Lord  appears  to  Peter. 
Here  are  made  two  successive  appearances  to  Mary  Mag- 
dalene :  first  when  alone,  second  to  her  in  compaoy  with  the 
other  Mary. 

NeMcome.  1.  The  two  Marys,  Salome,  Joanna,  and 
others,  go  to  the  sepulchre,  and,  finding  the  stone  removed, 
enter  the- tomb.  Two  angels  appear  to  them,  and  one 
^ves  them  a  message.  2.  Thoy  return  to  Jerusalem,  and 
Mary  Magdalene  communicates  the  message  to  Peter  and 
John,  and  the  other  women  to  the  other  disciples.  3.  Pe- 
ter and  John  go  to  the  sepulchre,  and  return.  4.  The  two 
disciples,  having  heard  the  report  of  the  women  and  of 
Peter  and  John,  depart  for  Emmaus.  0.  Mary  Magdalene 
and  the  other  women  follow  Peter  and  John  to  the  tomb. 
She,  arriving  before  them,  or  following  after  them,  sees  the 
angels,  and  afterward  the  Lord.  6.  She  joins  the  other 
women  who  were  near  by,  and,  as  they  wore  returning  to 
Jerusalem,  Jeans  meets  them.  7.  He  appears  to  Peter,  8. 
Ho  appears  to  the  two  at  Emmaus.    Here  Mary  Magdalene 
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alone  first  sees  the  Lord,  and  afterward  she  sees  Him  the 
second  time  in  company  with  others. 

Da  Costa.  1,  The  two  Marys,  Joanna,  Salome,  and 
others,  start  before  daybreak  for  the  sepulchre,  and  find 
the  stone  rolled  away,  2.  Mary  Magdalene  runs  to  find 
Peter  and  John.  3.  The  other  women  enter  the  sepulchre, 
see  the  angels,  receive  their  message,  and  return  to  the 
disciples.  4.  Peter  and  John  visit  the  sepulchre  and  de- 
part home.  6.  Mary  Magdalene,  who  had  followed  them, 
sees  first  the  angels,  and  then  the  Jbord,  and  returns  to  the 
disciples.  6.  Jesus  appears  to  the  two  at  Emmaus.  1.  He 
appears  to  Peter,  Here  the  Lord  appears  to  Mary  Mag- 
dalene only. 

GresweU.  1.  Two  parties  of  women — one  the  two 
Marys  and  Salome,  the  other,  Joanna  and  some  with  her — 
set  out  from  different  quarters  to  go  to  the  sepulchre. 
"While  on  their  way,  the  stone  is  rolled  away  and  the  Lord 
rises.  2,  The  Marys  and  Salome  arrive  first  at  the  sepul- 
chre about  sunrise,  Mary  Magdalene  runs  to  find  Peter 
and  John.  The  other  two  enter  the  sepulchre,  see  an  angel, 
receive  a  message,  and  depart,  3,  The  party  of  Joanna 
arrives,  sees  two  angels,  and  returns  to  the  disciples.  4. 
Peter  and  John  visit  the  sepulchre.  5.  Mary  Magdalene, 
who  had  followed  Peter  and  John,  sees  two  angels,  and 
then  Christ,  6.  The  two  disciples  depart  for  Emmaus, 
before  Mary  Magdalene  reports  the  appearance  of  Jesus  to 
her.  Upon  the  way  the  Lord  meets  them,  ?.  He  appears 
to  Peter.  8.  He  appears  to  the  Eleven,  9.  He  appears  the 
second  time  to  the  Eleven,  a  week  after.  10,  Soon  after 
this  He  appears  to  the  other  Mary  and  Salome,  and  perhapa 
also  to  Mary  Magdalene.  Here  the  Lord  is  seen  first  by 
Mary  Magdalene,  and  does  not  appear  to  the  other  women 
till  a  week  after, 

Ehrard.  1,  Mary  Magdalene  visits  the  sepulchre  early, 
wMle  it  is  yet  dark.    She  finds  the  stone  rolled  away,  and 
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runs  to  find  Peter  and  John.  2.  Mary,  mother  of  James, 
Joanna,  Salome,  and  the  other  women  go  to  anoint  the  body, 
and  looking  into  the  tomb,  see  an  angel,  who  gives  them 
a  messiige.  They  depart,  but  dare  not  report  to  any  one 
what  had  occurred.  3.  Peter  and  John  come  to  the  grave 
and  return  borne.  4,  Maiy  Magdalene,  who  had  followed 
them,  sees  two  angels,  and  then  the  Lord.  She  returns,  and 
tella  the  disciples.  5.  The  Lord  appears  to  the  two  on  the 
way  to  Emraaus,  6.  He  appears  to  Peter.  Here  the  ap- 
pearance to  Mary  Magdalene  of  John,  and  that  to  the 
two  Maiys  of  Matthew,  are  identified. 

Lange.  1 .  The  two  Marya  and  Salome  go  to  the  grave. 
Another  party — Joanna,  and  others  with  her — was  to  fol- 
low with  the  spices  and  ointments.  The  former  see  the 
stone  rolled  away,  and  Mary  Magdalene  runs  to  find  Peter 
and  John,  2.  The  other  Mary  and  Salome  approach  and 
see  one  angel  sitting  upon  the  stone,  and  afterward  another 
within  the  sepulchre,  who  gives  them  a  message,  and  they 
depart.     3,  Peter  and  John  visit  the  sepulchre,  and  return. 

4.  Mary  Magdalene  sees  two  angels,  and  then  the  Lord. 

5,  Jesus  appears  to  the  other  Mary  and  SaIome,'on  their 
way  to  the  disciples.  6.  These  two  fall  in  with  Joanna  and 
her  party,  and  together  return  to  the  sepulchre  and  see 
two  angels.  1,  He  appears  to  the  two  disciples.  8,  He 
appears  to  Peter.  Here  the  Lord  appears  first  to  Mary 
Magdalene,  then  to  the  other  Mary,  and  Salome. 

Robinson.  1.  The  two  Marys,  Joanna  and  Salome,  and 
others,  go  to  the  sepulchre  to  embalm  the  body,  and  find 
the  stone  rolled  away.  2.  Mary  Magdalene  runs  to  find 
Peter  and  John.  3.  The  other  women  see  two  angels  in 
the  tomb,  who  give  thera  a  message  to  the  disciples,  and 
they  depart.  4.  Jesus  meets  them  on  the  way,  and  renews 
the  message.  6,  Peter  and  John  come  to  the  sepulchre, 
and  return  home.  6.  Mary  Magdalene  sees  the  two  angels, 
and  then  the  Lord.      1.  Josus  appears  to  Peter,     8.  He 
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appears  to  the  two  going  to  Emniaus.  Here  tlie  Lord  first 
appears  to  the  other  women,  and  then  to  Mary  Magda- 
lene. 

Let  us  now  attempt  to  frame  a  continuous  narrative 
from  the  accounts  of  the  sevei'al  Evangelists.  Very  early 
in  the  morning  the  women  fiom  Galilee,  to  the  number  of 
five  or  more,  who  had  been  present  at  the  crucifisiou  and 
bnriaJ,  start  for  the  sepulchre  to  embalm  the  body.  Whether 
all  went  from  one  place,  and  at  the  same  moment,  is  uncer- 
tMn  ;  "but  under  the  circumstances  it  is  more  probable  that 
they  came  from  different  parts  of  the  city,  and  met  by 
agreement.  Perhaps  Mai'y  Magdalene  alone,  or  with  the 
other  Mary  and  Salome,  may  have  a  little  preceded  the 
others.  They  knew,  for  some  at  least  were  eye-witnesses, 
that  a  great  stone  had  been  rolled  to  tho  door  of  the  aepul-' 
ehre,  and  it  was  therefore  a  question  with  thera  how  they 
could  roll  it  away.  But  they  did  not  know  of  the  sealing 
of  the  stone,  and  the  setting  of  the  watch,  which  took  place 
at  the  eve  of  the  Sabbath.  As  they  approach  the  sepulchre 
they  see  that  the  stone  is  rolled  away ;  and  Mary  Magdalene, 
who  naturally  infeiTed  that  the  Jews  had  removed  the  body, 
in  deep  excitement  runs  to  inform  the  two  chief  apostles, 
Peter  and  John,  of  this  fact  The  other  women  continue 
to  approach  the  sepulchre.  That  the  angel  was  not  now 
sitting  upon  the  stone,  and  vidble  to  them,  and  that  the 
guards  were  not  lying  aa  dead  men  before  the  door,  seem 
most  probable,  as  otherwise  their  fears  would  have  deterred 
them  from  advancing.  Seeing  nothing,  they  enter  the  sep- 
ulchre, or  its  vestibule.  An  angel  now  appears  to  them, 
and,  after  bidding  them  not  he  afraid,  shows  them  the 
empty  niehe  whore  the  body  was  laid,  and  gently  reproves 
them  for  coming  to  find  the  Lord  there,  the  living  with  the 
dead.  Ho  proceeds  to  announce  to  them  that  He  is  risen, 
and  will  meet  the  disciples  in  Galilee,  as  He  had  said  to 
them  while  He  was  with  them  there.    Greatly  agitated  by 
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what  they  had  seen  and  heard,  fear  contending  with  joy, 
they  leave  the  sepulchre. 

Soon  after  their  departure — but  bow  soon  is  uncertain, 
as  Tve  do  not  know  where  Mary  Magdalene  found  Peter 
and  John — the  two  aixistles  come  running  with  all  speed  to 
determine  the  truth  of  her  account.  John,  who  reaches 
the  tomb  first,  only  looks  in,  but  Peter  entei-s,  and  is  fol- 
lowed by  John.  The  body  is  gone ;  but,  examining  care- 
fully, they  see  the  grave  clothes  arranged  in  order,  and  the 
napkin  lying  hy  itself.  John  is  convinced,  by  all  that  he 
Bees,  that  the  Lord  is  indeed  risen  ;  but  Peter  only  mai'vela. 
They  seem  to  have  departed  very  quickly  again,  perhaps 
to  inform  the  other  disciples  that  the  body  was  truly  gone ; 
or  perhaps  they  wore  afraid  lest  they  should  bo  found  by 
their  enemies  at  the  tomb.  Maiy  Magdalene,  who  had 
followed  them  back  to  the  sepulchre,  did  not  depart  with 
them,  but  remained  standing  without,  weeping.  It  is  plain 
from  the  whoie  narrative  that  she  was  under  the  power  of 
moat  intense  grief,  believing  that  the  body  of  her  Lord  had 
been  borne  away  by  His  enemies.  Whilst  weeping,  she 
stoops  down  to  look  in,  as  if  a  f^nt  hope  still  lingered  that 
she  should  see  Him  there.  She  sees  two  angels  sitting,  one 
at  the  head  and  one  at  the  feet,  where  the  body  had  lain. 
Unlike  the  other  women,  who  had  been  greatly  terrified  at 
the  angelic  apparition,  she  seems  scarce  to  have  noticed 
them ;  and  to  their  question, "  Woman,  why  weepest  thou  ?  " 
she  answers  in  words  showing  how  wholly  her  heart  was 
filled  with  her  one  great  son-ow.  Lifting  her  head,  for  she 
was  now  looking  into  the  tomb,  she  sees  Jesus,  but  does 
not  recognize  Him.  He  addresses  her  with  the  inquiry, 
"  Woman,  why  weepest  thou  ?  "  Supposing  Him  to  ho  the 
gardener,  probably  because  it  was  natural  that  he  should 
be  there,  and  thinking  that  he  might  possibly  have  taken 
away  the  body,  she  asks  Him,  in  words  full  of  passionate 
earnestness.     The  Lord's  reply,  "  Mary,"  spoken  in  His 
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owQ  familiar  voice,  recalls  her  to  hei'self.  She  recognizes 
Him,  and,  prostrating  hei-seH  would  hold  Him  by  the  feet 
to  worahip  Him.  He  forbids  her  to  touch  Him,  and  gives 
her  a  message  to  His  brethren.  She  departs,  and  tells  the 
disciples,  but  they  believe  not. 

Thus  we  find  most  probable  that  there  were  two  visions 
of  angels,  the  flret  to  the  women,  the  second  to  Mary  Mag- 
dalene ;  and  one  appearance  of  the  Lord,  that  to  Mary  Mag- 
dalene; all  closely  following  each  other.  As  yet,  these 
supernatural  manifestations  were  vouchsafed  only  to  the 
women,  Peter  and  John  saw  at  the  sepulchre  neither  an- 
gels oor  the  Lord,  They  found,  indeed,  the  sepalchre 
open  and  the  body  gone ;  but  the  fact  that  He  had  risen 
rested  solely  on  the  testimony  of  the  women.  It  is  not,  in 
one  point  of  view,  at  all  strange  that  all  their  words  should 
have  seemed  to  the  distiples  as  idle  tales ;  for  it  is  plain  that, 
notwithstanding  His  most  explicit  declarations  that  He 
would  rise  on  the  third  day,  none  were  expecting,  or  even 
hoping  for.  His  resurrection.  The  women  went  to  the  gi-ave 
to  anoint  the  body,  and  Mary  Magdalene's  grief  was  caused 
by  the  thought  that  she  could  not  show  it  the  last  sad  to- 
kens of  regard.  She  does  not  once  allude  to  His  resuiTec- 
tion  as  if  it  were  possible.  Perhaps  the  fact  that  He  had 
not  appeared  to  any  of  the  apostles,  had  something  to  do 
with  the  incredulity  of  the  latter,  for  it  was  natural  to 
suppose  that  He  would  first  manifest  Himself  to  them, 
(Mark  xvi.  11.)  Accordingly,  we  find  that  it  was  the  testi- 
mony of  Peter  that  he  had  seen  Him,  that  convinced  tbem, 
(Lake  xxiv,  34,)  though  even  then  they  seemed  to  have 
doubts  whether  it  was  a  real  resurrection. 

Rumors  that  the  sepulchre  was  empty,  must  have  ba- 
come  current  among  the  disciples  early  in  the  day,  and 
probably  most  or  all  of  them,  or  at  least  of  tho  apostles, 
vidted  it,  though  we  have  no  record  of  their  visits. 

The  historical  accuracy  of  the  accoant  of  the  bribing  of 
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the  soldiers  by  tlie  priests  and  elders,  has  been  often  ques- 
tioned,' but  on  iusuffieient  grounds.  The  ivatch  came,  re- 
porting what  had  taken  flace  at  the  sepuJchrc,  and  that 
Jesus  had  actually  risen.  The  priests  and  eldeis  may  have 
believed  this  or  may  not,  but  they  doubtless  ascertained  to 
their  own  satisfaction  that  the  body  was  actually  gone. 
What  shoiJd  they  do?  Arrest  and  punish  the  soldiers? 
But  to  what  end?  since  all  the  facts  of  the  affair  must  thus 
necessarily  come  to  the  ears  of  Pilate,  and  become  more 
generally  known.  As  it  could  not  be  concealed  that  the 
body  was  gone,  some  plausible  explanation  must  be  given. 
What  could  answer  the  purpose  so  well  aa  to  admit  this 
fiict,  and  alErm  that  the  disciples  had  done  what  they  at- 
tempted to  guard  against  when  they  set  the  watch — had 
stolen  away  the  body.  But  this  the  soldiers  would  natu- 
rally contradict,  as  exposing  them  to  military  punishment, 
They  therefore  must  be  bribed  to  admit  that  the  story  set 
afloat  by  the  priests,  was  true.  They  would  not  affirm  the 
absurdity  that  they  knew  what  the  disciples  were  doing 
while  they  were  sleeping ;  but  merely  keep  silence  as  to 
what  they  had  actually  seen,  and  not  deny  that  they  might 
have  been  asleep,  and  that  what  the  rulers  said,  might  have 
occurred.  Of  course  this  report  would  soon  become  cur- 
rent, and  by  most  of  the  Jews  be  believed.' 

Sunday,  17th  Nisan,  9th  April,  783.  . 

Early  in  the  aftcmoon  two  of  tlie  disciples  leave  Luke  xiiv.  1 3-S2. 
Jerusalem  for  Enjniaus.  As  they  go,  Jesua  joins  Him-  Make  ivi.  13, 
self  to  them,  and  converso  with  them  til!  tiiey  rcaeh 
the  village.  At  their  urgent  request  He  sils  down  to 
eat  with  thero,  an^  us  He  was  breaking  the  bread, 
their  eyes,  whieh  were  holden  that  they  should  not 
know  Him,  were  opened,  but  He  immodiatulj  vnn- 
jshed  out  of  their  sight.    Thej  vetura  at  once  to  Je-    Ldbb  xxiy.  33 
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ryaalem,  and  find  tlic  Eleven  and  others  gathered    Mark  xvi.  33,  14. 

together,  nho  meet  them  with   the  announeement    Luke  zaiv,  S4,  3a. 

that  the  Lord  is  indeed  i^o,  and  has  appeared  to     1  Coa.  xv.  5. 

Simon.    But  the  account  of  the  two  disciples  that 

they  had  also  seen  Him  at  Emmaua.waa  disbelieved. 

While  jet  speaking  together,  Jesus  Hlmaelf  Btood  in    Loke  xxiv.  36-48. 

the  midst  of  them,  although  the  doors  were  shut,  and    John  is.  19-23. 

saluted  them.     He  coniinces  them  of  the  reality  of 

Hia  bodily  presence  by  showing  them  Hia  liunds  and 

Ois  feet,  and  by  eating  before  them.     He  breathes 

upon  them,  and  gives  them  the  power  to  remit  sins, 

and  opened  their  underatnndiug  to  understand  the 

The  name  of  one  of  the  disciples  going  to  Emmaws  was 
Cleopas,  (Luke  xxiv.  18.)  Many  identify  him  with  Cloophas, 
Clopas,  or  Alphaeus,  the  hushand  of  Mary.  It  is  most  proh- 
able  that  he  was  a  different  person.  The  name  of  the  other 
disciple  is  not  ^ven.  Lightfoot  supposes  him  to  have  been 
Peter  himself;  and  it  was  early  a  very  common  opinion 
that  he  was  Luke,  and  that  the  Evangelist  through  modesty 
did  not  inention  his  own  name.  Wieseler,  (431,)  who  makes 
Cleopas  to  have  been  Alphaeiia,  makes  the  other  the  apos- 
tle James,  his  son, 

J osephue  mentions  three  places  by  the  name  of  Emmaus.' 
Of  one  of  these  he  speaks  as  "  sixty  furlongs  distant  from 
Jerusalem."  This  coincides  so  exactly  with  the  statement 
of  Luke,  (v.  13,)  that  no  reasonable  doubt  can  exist  that 
both  refer  to  the  same  place.  The  name  itself  signifies 
warm  water,  and  indicates  that  there  was  a  hot  spring  in 
the  neighborhood.  The  site  of  the  old  Emmaus  has  been 
for  a  long  period  fiupposed  to  be  a  village  now  called 
El  Kubeibeh,  which  lies  about  se^  enty  furlongs,  or  nine 
miles,  north-westerly  from  Jerusalem,  and  is  reached  by  the 
road  running  near  Mizpeh.  Schwartz  (117)  finds  its  ^ite  in 
some  ruins  about  seven  and  a  half  miles  from  Jerusalem, 
"  War,  4. 1.  3;  1.  6.  6.    Antiq.  14. 11.  2. 
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now  called  by  the  Arabs  Babuvaia.  The  idciidficatloti  with 
Kubeibeh,  Robinson  denies,  (ii.  255  and  iii.  147,)  and  at- 
tempts to  identify  it  with  that  Emmaus  which  lay  in  the 
plain  of  Jndah,  more  than  one  hundred  and  seventy  stadia 
from  Jerusalem,  or  about  twenty-two  Roman  miles,  and  ten 
from  Lydda.  It  received  the  name  of  KicopoHs  in  the  third 
century,  and  both  names  were  in  use  for  many  centuries. 
It  is  now  known  as  Amwas. 

The  ground  upoa  which  Robinson  asserts  that  this  vil- 
lage is  the  Emmaus  of  Luke,  is,  that  "  for  thirteen  centuries 
did  the  interpretation  current  in  tbe  whole  Church  regard 
the  Emmaua  of  the  New  Testament  aa  identical  with  Nicop- 
olis,"  He  disposes  of  the  statement  of  Luke,  that  it  was 
"about  threescore  furlongs  from  Jerusalem,"  (v.  13,)  by 
questioning  the  correctness  of  this  reading,  several  mann- 
scripta  having  one  hundred  and  sixty  furlongs.  He  ques- 
tions also  the  reading,  sixty  stadia,  in  Josephus,  several 
manuscripts  having  thirty.  The  correctness  of  the  received 
reading  in  both  cases  seems  too  well  supported  to  be  shaken. 
But  aside  from  this  it  is  scarcely  possible  that  Emmaus 
could  have  been  so  fer  distant  from  Jerusalem.  According 
to  Robinson  himself,  it  now  requires  six  to  six  and  a  half 
hours  to  pass  from  the  former  to  tbe  latter,  and  if  the  two 
disciples  had  left  Jerusalem  at  12  a.  m.,  they  would  have 
reached  their  home  about  6  p.m.  Allowing  that  only  a 
very  brief  interval  was  spent  in  preparation  for  the  evening 
meal,  (v.  30,)  and  that  they  returned  with  all  haste,  they 
could  not  have  reached  Jerusalem  till  near  midnight.  But 
considering  the  habits  of  the  orientals,  it  is  veiy  improba- 
ble that  tbe  disciples  were  assembled  together  at  that  hour; 
nor  is  it  likely  that  the  Lord  would  have  selected  it  to  make 
His  first  appearance  to  them.  Besides,  some  marks  of  the 
time  when  they  met  the  Eleven  are  given  us.  John  {xx.  19) 
states  that  when  Jesus  made  His  appearance  to  them  it  was 
evening.   Tliis  was  probably  the  first  evening,  which  began 
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at  3  p.  M.  aiitl  ended  at  6,  or  at  sunsetting.  This  is  con- 
firmed by  Mark,  (xvi.  14,)  who  says  that  "He  appeared  to 
the  Eleven  as  they  sat  at  meat."  This  could  not  well  have 
been  late  in  the  evening. 

Upon  these  grounds  we  believe  that  the  Emmaus  of 
Lake  cannot  T>e  placed  at  a  greater  distance  than  he  has 
placed  it.  Whether  it  can  be  identified  with  Kubeibeh  or 
not,  is  unimportant.  Robinson'  says  rightly,  although  in 
opposition  to  his  present  opinion,  that  "the  distance  (of 
Nieopolis)  on,e  hundred  and  sixty  stadia,  or  six  hours,  is 
too  groat  for  the  disciples  to  have  returned  the  same  even- 
ing.   We  must  therefore  abide  by  the  usual  reading."' 

The  time  when  the  two  disciples  left  Jerusalem  is  not 
mentioned,  but  it  was  probably  early  In  the  afternoon,  aa 
the  distance  was  about  eight  miles,  and  they  seem  to  have 
reached  Emmaus  about  sundown.' 

When  the  Lord  met  the  two  He  was  not  recognized  by 
them.  Luke  says  (v.  10)  "Their  eyes  were  holden  that 
they  should  not  know  Him."  This  some  have  thought  dis- 
crepant with  Mark's  statement  (xvi.  12)  that  "He  appeared. 
in  another  form — ei'  erf  pa.  juo/w^jj-r-unto  two  of  them."  The 
latter  expression  may  refer  to  His  previous  appearance  to 
Mary  Magdalene,  by  whom  He  had  been  mistaken  for  the 
gardener ;'  or  to  another  foi-m  than  that  before  the  resurrec- 
tion. That  His  bodily  aspect  was  in  many  points  after  the 
resurrection  unlike  what  it  had  been  before,  we  cannot 
doubt,  though  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  tell  wherein  those 
distinctions  consisted.  (See  John  xxi.  4.)  Still  the  language 
of  Luke  implies  that  there  was  no  such  distinction  as  to 
hinder  His  recognition ;  and  that,  in  this  case,  except  the 

'  lu  Bib,  Sacra,  1845,  p.  181,  '  See  Winer.  1  S25 ;  Ranmer,  ISS. 

'  8eo  T.  23  :  "For  it  is  tovfard  evening,  and  the  day  is  fiir  spent ;"  and 
it  iras  about  Ibe  time  of  the  ereniag  meal.  "  Tbc}' Birircd  at  Emmaus  about 
8  p.  M.,"  (Lardaer ;)  between  3  and  4  p.  B.,  (JoDes.)    Bat  tbia  is  too  eacJy, 

*  So  Lardaer. 


aavGoOgle 


APPEAEANCE   OF  TUE  LORD  TO  PETEK.  599 

eyes  of  the  disciples  had  been  specially  holdeu,  they  would 
have  known  Him.  "And  their  eyes  were  opened  and  they 
knew  Him,"  (v.  31.) 

It  was  probably  early  in  the  evening  that  the  two 
reached  Jerusalem  on  their  return,  joy  at  again  beholding 
their  Lord  adding  wings  to  their  feet.  Tiiey  find  the  eleven 
apostles  gathered  together,  and  others  with  them,  but  the 
doors  were  closed  for  fear  of  the  Jews.  As  they  enter  they 
arc  greeted  by  the  cry, "  The  Lord  is  risen  indeed,  and  bath 
appeared  nnto  Simon,"'  They  proceed  to  tell  that  He  has 
also  appeared  to  them,  but  their  woi-ds  are  not  believed, 
{Mark  xvi.  13.)  Why  was  this?  If  the  disciples  believed 
Peter's  word,  that  He  bad  appeared  to  him,  and  thus  the 
fact  of  His  resurreclion  was  established,  how  easy  to  be- 
lieve the  report  of  the  two  that  they  also  had  seen  Him. 
Upon  this  ground,  and  because  Luke  does  not  mention  the 
feet  that  the  Eleven  disbelieved,  it  is  said  that  the  two 
Evangelists  are  at  variance.'  But  the  silence  of  Luke  does 
not  disprove  Mark's  statement.  Nor  is  it  difficult  to  un- 
derstand why,  after  having  given  cred  t  to  Peter  they  should 
deny  it  to  the  two  disciples.  It  was  m  the  supposed  in- 
compatibility of  their  respective  statements  The  two  report- 
ed that  He  had  been  with  them  on  their  journey  and  at 
Emmaus ;  yet  He  had  also  been  s  en  by  Peter  at  Jerusalem. 
If  we  now  suppose  that  immediately  after  He  'v  anished  from 
their  Mght  He  appeared  to  the  apostle,  into  what  perplex- 
ity would  all  be  cast !  Ignorant  of  the  properties  of  His 
resurrection  body,  and  its  power  of  sudden  transition  from 
place  to  place,  they  would  either  deny  the  reality  of  the 
resurrection,  and  say  that  they  had  seen  a  spirit  or  ghost ; 
or  deny  their  testimony,  and  the  iact  that  they  had  seen  Him 
at  all.    Probably  the  former  opinion  was  the  more  g 

'  Some  would  make  this  an  mierrogation :  "  Has  tlie  Lord  risen,  an 
Ha  appeared  to  Simon?"   SoTownseLd;  but  tboce  ia  no  gcouad  for  U 
>  So  Meyer,  Alford. 
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one ;  for  when  the  Lord  immediately  afterward  stood  lo  the 
inidfit  of  them,  "  They  were  terrified,  and  thouglit  that  they 
had  seen  a  spiiit." 

Tinder  what  cireumstancea  the  Lord  appeared  to  Peter 
we  are  not  informed :  it  is  probable  that  it  was  the  same 
appearance  to  which  Paiil  alludes,  (1  Cor,  xv,  5.)  The  civ- 
cumstanco  mentioned  by  John,  (xx.  19,)  that  the  doors 
were  shut  when  Jesus  appeared  to  the  disciples,  seems  de- 
signed to  show  that  He  had  now  entered  a  new  stage  of 
being ;  and  that  that,  which  was  a  baiTJer  against  the  intrii- 
sion  of  the  Jews,  was  no  barrier  against  Him.  How  He 
entered  we  cannot  say.  The  doors  were  shut — they  were 
not  seen  or  heard  to  open,  yet  He  stood  among  them.  As 
He  had  suddenly  vanished  from  the  two  at  EmmaQS,  so  did 
He  now  suddenly  appear  to  the  apostles  at  Jerusalem.  And 
these  sudden  appearances  and  disappearance  seem  to  have 
marked  all  His  interviews  with  His  disciples  during  the 
forty  days.  The  first  work  of  the  Lord,  after  He  saw  the 
terror  of  the  Eleven  and  their  superstitions  fears,  was  to 
convince  them  of  His  true  bodily  presence.  He  shows  them 
His  hands  and  His  feet,  in  which  they  might  see  the  prints 
of  the  nails,  and  even  proceeds  to  eat  before  them.  He 
afterward,  when  their  minds  were  tranquillized,  and  they 
were  fully  convinced  that  He  was  indeed  with  them,  breathes 
on  them,  and  ^vea  to  them  the  Holy  Ghost,  with  power  to 
remit  and  retain  sins.  Into  the  special  significance  of  this 
^ft,  or  its  relations  to  the  descent  of  the  Spirit  at  Pentecost, 
our  purpose  does  not  lead  ua  to  enter.  He  also  opened  their 
understanding  that  they  might  understand  the  Scriptures. 

Some  would  refer  the  statement  of  Mark  (xvi.  14)  not 
to  His  first,  but  to  His  second  appearance  to  the  Eleven.  It 
is  said  that  neither  Luke  nor  John  in  their  accounts  of  the 
first  interview  intimates  that  He  upbraided  their  unbelief. 
It  was  their  continued  incredulity  that  brought  down  upon 
them  His  reproof!     But  it  does  not  appear  that  any  of  the 
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apostles  except  Thomas,  who  was  not  present  at  Ilia  first 
appearance,  did  disbelieve  after  they  had  actually  seen 
Him;  and  He  may  have  used  language  of  reproof,  although 
it  is  not  specially  reported  by  Luke  or  John,  Indeed,  His 
words  and  acts  dunng  that  interview  necessarily  imply  re- 
proof. ' 

SuNDAT,  24th  NiSAN,  16th  April,  "783. 

After  eight  days  Jesus  again  appeared  to  the  assem-  Joirx  xs.  26-29. 
blGd  apostles,  Thomas,  who  hud  been  befoi'c  absent,  now 
being  with  them,  Bj  showing  him  tbe  prints  of  ths  Joii^  xi.  24,  25. 
nuls  and  the  Epear,  ea  he  bad  demanded,  and  desiring 
liim  to  toueh  therd,  the  Loi'd  convinces  .him  of  the 
reality  of  His  resurrection ;  and  Thomas  acknowledges 
■  Him  ss  his  I^rd  and  hia  God. 

Tho  place  where  the  apostles  were  assembled,  was  in  all 
probability  the  same  in  which  Jesus  had  before  met  them, 
and  may  have  been  the  upper  room  in  which  tbe  paschal 
supper  was  eaten,  and  to  which  they  retui-ned  from  the 
Mount  of  Olives,  Why  they  continued  so  long  in  Jerusar 
lem,  when  the  Lord  had  hidden  them  go  to  Galilee,  is  not 
stated  ;  and  some  have  inferred  that  they  w^ted  for  the  expi- 
ration of  the  feast,  which  lasted  seven  days.  "  The  Lord's 
command,"  says  Stier,  "presupposed  tbeir  tarrying  through 
the  eight  days,  according  to  the  rules  of  the  feast,"  Lightfoot 
affirms  that,  on  the  first  day,  no  one  should  exceed  the  limits 
of  a  sabbath-day's  journey;  on  the  second,  no  one  might  go 
home,  because  of  the  "  appearance  before  the  Lord"  which 
then  took  place  ;  on  the  third,  one  might  go  if  necessary, 
though  it  was  better  to  stay  through  the  whole  feast.  But  the 
feast  had  been  some  days  ended,  yet  they  remain.   Luthardt 

1  Clerious  refers  to  this  occasion  all  of  Mark  svi.  14-13  ;  Luke  sxiv.  3fi- 
49,  Eucher  would  place  this  meeting  after  the  return  from  Galilee,  and  just 
before  the  ascension  :  Mark  iri.  U-Vi ;  Luke  siiv.  iiSS ;  Acts  i.  4-18, 
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(in  loco)  supposes  that  they  may  have  assembled  to  keep  the 
day  in  com  mem  oration  of  His  resurrection,  and  with  the 
hope  that  He  would  appear  to  them  again.  It  seems,  how- 
ever, more  probable  that  it  was  the  unbelief  of  the  apostles 
which  kept  them  at  Jerusalem.  Just  before  His  arrest,  and 
while  on  His  way  from  the  Passover  supper  to  the  garden, 
Jesus  had  said  to  them  that  "  After  He  was  risen  Ho  would 
go  before  them  into  Galilee,"  (Matt.  xxvi.  32  ;  Mark  xiv. 
28.)  Probably  also  at  the  same  lime  He  specified  the  place 
where  He  would  meet  with  them  there,  (Matt,  xxviii.  10 
and  16.)  This  direction,  in  the  first  moments  of  their  grief, 
they  seem  utterly  to  have  forgotten ;  and  the  Lord,  first  by 
the  angels,  and  then  from  His  own  mouth,  reminded  them 
of  it,  and  incited  them  to  obedience.  Had  their  feithbeen 
strong,  they  would  have  gone  at  once  to  Galilee,  and  w^ted 
for  Him  there.  This  they  did  not  do.  Even  after  He  had 
by  the  most  convincing  proofs  established  the  fiict  of  His 
resurrection  to  others  of  the  Eleven,  still  Thomas  disbe- 
lieved ;  and  perhaps  many  among  the  disciples.  Whilst  this 
iact  was  in  dispute  they  could  not  go  into  Galilee,  for  this 
implied  that  they  no  longer  had  any  doubts  that  He  was 
risen  and  would  meet  them  there.  It  thus  became  neces- 
sary that  He  should  manifest  Himself  to  them  again  and 
again,  and  tarry  for  them  at  Jerusalem  till  the  unbelief  of 
all  was  overcome.  And  yet  it  is  said  that  some  which  had 
gathered  at  the  mountain  in  Galilee,  doubted,  (Matt,  xxviii. 
17.)  It  is  most  probable,  however,  that  these  were  not  of 
those  who  had  seen  Him  in  Judea, 

Why  Thomas  was  not  present  at  the  first  meeting  of 
the  apostles  is  not  stated,  and  we  can  but  conjecture.  It 
can  scarcely,  however,  have  been  accidental.  That  the  Lord 
should  appear  the  second  time  to  the  Eleven  on  the  eighth 
day  after  His  resurrection,  is  of  deep  significance. 
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The  apostlea  haying  returned  to  Gulilee,  the  Lord 
appears  to  seven  of  them  whilst  engaged  in  fishing  Johs  siL  1-23. 
upon  the  lake.  The  miracle  of  the  great  draught 
of  fishes  is  repealed,  and  He  feeds  the  seven  with  fish 
and  bread.  After  tbey  had  dined,  He  commands 
Peler  three  times  to  feed  His  sheep,  and  signifies  his 
future  death  and  the  protracted  life  of  John. 

Aiier  this  He  appears  upon  a  mountain  to  a  great    Matt,  xxviii,  16-20. 
body  of  disciples,  and  commands  that  the  Gospel  be     1  Cor.  xv.  6. 
preached  and  disciples  baptized  throughout  the  world.     Makk  jvl,  15-lS. 

That  the  appearance  of  the  Lord  at  the  lake  of  Galilee 
was  before  His  appearance  upon  the  mountain,  may  be  io- 
ferred  from  the  feet  that  "  This  was  now  the  third  time  that 
He  showed  Himself  to  His  disciples  after  that  He  was  risen 
from  the  dead,"  (John  xxi.  14.)  This  order  is  followed  by 
most.'  In  this  threefold  enumeration  the  Evangelist  plainly 
refers  to  the  apostles  as  constituting  the  most  important, 
part  of  the  disciples,  although  not  perhaps  to  them  exclusive- 
ly. Thus  the  first  appearance  was  to  the  "  Eleven  gathered 
together  and  them  tliat  were  with  them,"  {Luke  sxiv.  33.) 
Mark  (xvi.  14)  says  "  The  Eleven."  John  speaks  simply  of 
"The  disciples,"  (xx.  19.)  At  this  time  Thomas  was  absent, 
The  second  was  to  the  disciples,  including  Thomas,  {John  xx, 
26.)  Thethird"Tothedisciple8at  theseaofTibcrias."  Of 
these,  five  at  least  were  apostles ;  the  names  of  the  remain- 
ing two  are  not  given,  and  it  is  not  certain,  though  prob- 
able, that  they  also  were  of  the  apostles.  Lightfoot  sup. 
poses  them  to  have  been  Philip  and  Andrew.  Meyer  (in 
loco)  thinks  it  impossible  that  these  three  appearances  can 
be  made  to  harmonize  with  the  statements  of  Paul,  (1  Cor. 
XV.  5.)     But  this  depends  upon  the  point  whether  Paul  is 

1  So  Lightfoot,  Kobinson,  Lichtcnstcin,  Kbrard,  Eralft,  Newcome. 
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designing  to  a  give  a  chronological  outline  of  all  the  ap- 
pearances. This  is  generally  and  with  good  reason  denied,' 
Luthardt  supposes  that  Paul,  in  the  words  "  Then  of  the 
Twelve,"  (v.  5,)  may  embrace  all  the  three  appearances  to 
them,  and  thus  his  order  be  made  chronological. 

Perhaps  at  this  time  the  Ijord  gave  them  more  specific 
directjona  respectipg  the  meeting  upon  the  mount.  If  we 
identify  this  meeting  upon  the  mount  with  that  when  the 
500  brethren  were  present,  as  most  do,  such  a  number  of 
disciples  could  not  have  been  gathered  unless  the  notice 
had  been  earJy  given,  and  widely  spread.  Both  the  time 
and  place  must  have  been  definitely  known. 

The  name  of  the  mountain  where  the  disciples  met  the 
Lord  according  to  His  appointment  is  not  given.  Many 
suppose  it  to  be  the  same  where  He  delivered  the  sermon, 
(Matt.  V.  1.)  Others  identify  it  with  the  Mount  of  Trans- 
figuration; others  still  with  Tabor.  It  was  a  tradition 
current  during  the  middle  ages  that  it  was  tbe  northern 
peak  of  the  Mount  of  Olives.  Saewulf  speaks  of  a  chapel 
called  Galilee  of  Mount  Sion,  where  the  Lord  first  appeared 
to  His  apostles  after  His  resun-ection,  according  to  His 
words,  "After  I  am  risen  ag^n  I  will  go  before  you  into 
Galilee."  "  That  place  was  called  Galilee,  because  the  apos- 
tles, who  were  called  Galileans,  frequently  rested  there."  ' 
This  tradition  has  recently  been  defended  by  Hofmann,* 
but  is  wholly  untenable.' 

This  meeting,  having  been  appointed  by  the  Lord  before 
His  death,  and  recalled  to  the  memwy  of  the  disciples  by 
the  angels,  must  be  looked  upon  as  the  chiefcst  and  most 
significant  of  all  Hia  manifestations.  There  can  be  little 
doubt  that  it  was  identical  with  that  mentioned  by  Paul, 
{1  Cor.  XV.  6:)  "After  that  He  was  seen  of  above  five 

1  Liohl«nst«in,  4Ve;  Hodge  in  loco ;  Wiescler,  432. 

»  A.  D.  1103.    Early  Travels,  42. 

'  See  olao  Maundeville,  Early  Travels,  1T7.  *  Lehen  Jesu,  395. 

'  See  Meyer  on  Matt,  iiviii.  16 ;  Ewald,  Jahrbuoli,  1856,  p.  186. 
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hundred  brethren  at  once,"  Although  Matthew  speaks 
only  of  the  eleven  disciplea  as  present  at  the  mountain,  yet 
his  silence  respecting  others  would  not  exclude  them,  as  in 
his  introduction  to  the  sermon  on  the  momit,  he  speaks 
only  of  the  disciples  as  His  anditors,  althongh  great  multi- 
tudes beside  were  present.  That  he  should  mention  only 
the  Eleven,  is  wholly  consistent  with  his  general  purpose, 
and  with  the  peculiarities  of  his  Gospel.  But  in  his  own 
brief  account  there  is  &  hint  that  othei-s  were  thei-e  beside 
the  Eleven.  Ho  says,  "  And  when  they  saw  Him  they  wor- 
shipped Him  ;  but  some  doubted."  Who  were  these  that 
doubted  ?  Meyer  insists  that  it  could  only  have  been  some 
of  the  Eleven.  But  when  we  recollect  His  prior  appear- 
ances to  them ;  how  that  none  of  them  after  the  first  inter- 
view, except  Thomas,  seem  to  have  had  any  doubts  as  to  the 
reality  of  His  resurrection ;  how  the  nnbelief  of  Thomas 
was  wholly  overcome  at  the  second  interview ;  how  He  had 
given  to  them  the  first  fruits  of  the  Spirit ;  and  that  they 
had  now  gathered  expressly  to  meet  Him— we  find  it  very 
difficult  to  believe  that  any  of  these  doubters  were  apostles. 
If  not,  then  others  must  have  been  present ;  and  as  most 
of  these  had  not  seen  Him  sinoe  His  resurrection,  it  will 
not  appear  surprising  if  some  among  them  should  doubt,' 
This  is  confirmed  by  the  laet  that  the  angel,  speaking  to  the 
women,  does  not  confine  his  direction  to  go  into  Galilee  to 
the  apostles,  but  makes  it  general,  embracing  all  the  dis- 
ciples, and  perhaps  also  the  women. 

Some,  however,  though  admitting  that  others  were  pres- 
ent  with  the  apostles,  make  some  of  the  latter  to  have 
doubted.  If  so,  of  what  did  they  doubt  ?  Whether  they 
should  oifer  to  Him  worship  '/  '  It  is  not  indeed  anywhere 
said  that  He  bad  before  been  worshipped  by  them ;  and 
now  something  new  and  divine  in  Ilia  aspect  may  have 
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impelled  them  to  the  act.  (See  Matt,  xxviii.  9.)  But  their 
doubts  could  scarce  refer  to  this.  Did  they  doubt  of  His 
personal  identity?  Some  have  thought  that  He  was  so  far 
from  them  that  all  could  not  at  first  distinctly  see  Him ; 
others  refer  their  doubts  to  the  changed  appearance  of  Hia 
body,  either  as  already  glorified,  or  as  in  an  intennediate 
condition,  midway  between  the  earthly  and  heavenly.  Some, 
as  Newcome,  would  translate  it  "  had  doubted,"  and  refer 
it  to  the  earlier  doubts  of  the  apostles,  "  Some  had  doubt- 
ed before;  but  all  were  now  convinced."  But  if  this  was 
the  interview  when  the  500  were  present,  many  of  whom 
must  have  been  from  Galilee,  and  had  not  seen  Him  since 
His  resurrection,  this  fact  best  explains  the  circumstance 
that  some  doubted  even  now. 

Upon  this  occasion,  the  words  seem  to  have  been  spoken 
which  are  recorded  by  Matthew  xxvin.  18-20,  and  Mark 
xvL  15-18.'  Some,  however,  suppose  His  words  in  Mark 
to  have  been  spokea  to  the  Eleven,  as  they  sat  at  meat,  on 
the  evening  of  the  day  of  the  resuri'eetion.'  Alford  would 
refer  v.  15  to  thisoccasion,  but  doubts  respecting  vs.  16-18. 
Townson  makes  all  to  have  been  spoken  in  Jerusalem,  atler 
the  return  from  Galilee.  Ho  would  place  here  also  His 
words,  Luko  xxiv.  44-48,'  Ebrard  considers  all  that  Luke 
records  from  V.  44  on,  a  resume  of  all  that  Jesus  had  spoken 
after  Hia  resurrection,  in  His  various  interviews  with  His 
disciples.  We  shall  consider  the  point  more  fully  in  con- 
nection with  the  a 


Thursday,  Mat  18th,  783.     a.d.  30. 

A  few  days  after  the  meeting  upan  the  mountdn 

in  Galilee,  tlic  apostiea  return  to  Jeruaalem,  aooom-  Lcke  xsiv 

panied  by  Jesus'  mother  and  brethren.     Upon  the  Acts  i.  1-J 

fortieth  day  after  Hia  reaurrECtJon,  Jesna  gathers  llie  Acts  i.  4-: 


ieaeler,  Bengel,  Tischendorf. 
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Eleven  at  the  Mount  of  Uii\ef    and    leading  thim  Lcke  iiiv.  BO,  51. 

toward  Bethany    aaccnds  to  heaven      Whilst  they  MiKk  xvi.  IP. 

ivijie  gazing  after  Him  two  angela  appear  to  thtm  Acts  i  9-12. 

and  remind  tl  cm  tl  it  Ht  is  to  retnrn      The  apos  LrkE  ^siv.  63,  B3. 

ties  go  back  to  JeiUhalem   and  theie  nait  foi  Iht 

promised  baptism  of  llie  Holy  Spuit     Alter  Feute  Mafk  \vi.  20. 

cost  they  begin  their  laLors 

That  Luke,  m  his  statement  (Acts  i.  3)  that  Jesus 
"  Showed  Himself  alive  after  His  passion  hy  many  infallible 
proofs,  being  seen  of  the  apostles  forty  days,  and  speaking 
of  the  things  pertaining  to  the  kingdom  of  God,"  includes 
mora  interviews  than  are  epecificaJiy  recorded  by  any  of 
the  Evangelists,  cannot  well  be  doubted.  Eat  whether 
those  interviews  occurred  in  Galilee,  before  the  apostles 
went  up  to  Jerusalem,  or  in  Jerusalem,  or  in  both,  can  only 
be  conjectured.  In  favor  of  Galilee  it  may  be  said,  that 
here  the  apostles  were  at  home  and  among  friends,  and 
that  amidst  the  scenes  of  His  former  teaehings  His  present 
words  would  come  with  double  power  and  meaning ;  whilst 
in  Jerusalem  they  would  be  among  His  enemies,  and  in  a 
state  of  disquietude,  if  not  of  positive  fear.  We  may,  then, 
suppose  that  it  was  near  the  fortietli  day  ere  they  went  up  to 
Jerusalem.  That  they  went  in  obedience  to  some  special 
direction,  is  probable,  and  not  simply  to  be  present  at  the 
feast  of  Pentecost ;  but  that  they  knew  for  what  end  He 
had  gathered  them  there,  may  be  doubted.  Indeed  it  may 
be  ftdrly  inferred  from  Acts  i.  6,  that  so  far  from  supposing 
that  He  was  then  about  to  depart  from  them  into  heaven, 
they  rather  hoped  and  expected  that  He  was  about  to  re- 
veal Himself  in  glory,  and  to  commence  His  reign  with  the 
baptism  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  conformably  to  His  promise, 
(v.  5.)  Olshausen  would  refer  v.  4  to  one  assembling  of 
the  disciples,  and  v.  6  to  another  and  later,  but  his  reasons 
are  not  strong. 

The  exact  spot  of  the  ascension  upon  the  Mount  of 
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Olives  Las  been  preserved  by  tradition;  aod  a  ciiapel  now 
stands  upon  it,  of  modern  erection,  and  in  the  hands  of  the 
Mohammedans.  But  it  ia  certain  that  Helena,  mother  of 
Constantine,  erected  a  church  upon  the  summit,  and  prob- 
ably near  the  present  site  ;  though  Stanley  (448)  claims  that 
she  did  not  mean  to  honor  the  scene  of  the  ascension 
itself,  but  a  cave,  in  which,  according  to  Eusebius,  Jesus 
initiated  His  disciples  into  His  secret  mysteries.  "  There  is, 
in  fefit,  no  proof  from  Eusebius  that  any  tradition  pointed 
out  the  scene  of  the  ascension."  '  As  to  the  rock  within 
the  present  chapel,  which  has  been  pointed  out  to  pilgrims 
since  the  seventh  century  as  bearing  the  imprint  of  the 
Lord's  footsteps,  he  says,  "  There  ia  nothing  but  a  simple 
cavity  in  the  rock,  with  no  more  resemblance  to  a  human 
foot  than  to  any  thing  else." 

As  Luke  alone  of  the  Evangelists  mentions  the  place 
of  the  ascension,  we  must  turn  to  his  statements.  He  says 
in  his  Gospel;  (xxiv.  60 :)  "  And  Ho  led  them  out  as  far  as 
to  Bethany,"  ems  e«  ByjOaviav  I  in  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles, 
(i.  12:)  "Then  retamed  they  unto  Jerusalem  from  the 
mount  called  Olivet,  which  is  from  Jerusalem  a  sabbath- 
day's  journey."  There  is  thus  the  topographical  objection 
to  the  traditional  site  of  the  ascension,  that  it  is  but  about 
half  a  mile  fi^om  the  city  wall ;  and  if  Jesus  was  separated 
from  the  disciples  here,  He  did  not  lead  them  out  as  far  as 
to  Bethany.  There  ia  also  another  objection,  in  the  faetofits 
publicity,  being  in  full  view  from  the  city.  But  if  we  con- 
strue the  statement,  "as  far  as  to  Bethany,"  to  mean  the 
village  of  Bethany,  we  on  the  other  hand  make  Luke  in- 
consistent with  himself,  since  this  is  a  mile  below  the  sum- 
mit of  Olivet,  and  much  more  than  a  sabbath-day's  jour- 
ney. 

Several  solutions  of  the  difficulty  have  been  proposed. 
Lightfoot  would  distinguish  between  Bethany,  a  tract  of 

'  See,  however,  Pci-ter,  i.  177. 
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the  mount,  and  the  town  Bethany.  The  former  was  dis- 
tant from  the  city  but  seven  furlongs,  or  one  mile ;  the  lat- 
ter, fifteen  furlongs,  or  two  miles.  Between  the  two  lay 
Bethphage,  and  He  ascended  "in  that  very  place  where  He 
got  upon  the  ass  when  He  rode  into  Jerosalem."  Wieseler 
(435,  note)  supposes  that  Bethphage  was  regarded  by  the 
Jews  as  if  it  constituted  a  part  of  the  city,  and  that,  reck- 
oning from  it  eastward,  Bethany  was  but  a  aahbath-day's 
journey,  Ho  refers  to  John  xii.  9-11,  that  the  Jews  did 
go  as  far  as  Bethany  upon  the  Sabhath.  Robinson '  affirms 
that  Bethany  and  the  Mount  of  Olives  are  used  by  Luke 
"interchangeably,  and  almost  as  synonymous."  Withhim 
many  agree.  "As  far  as  to  Bethany,  not  quite  to  tbe 
village  itself,  but  over  the  brow  of  the  Mount  of  Olives, 
where  it  descends  on  Bethany."  (Aiford.)  "  Kot  altogether 
into  Bethany,  but  so  faj-  as  the  point  where  Bethany  came 
into  sight."  (Stier.)  "The  secluded  hills  which  overhang 
that  village  on  the  eastern  slope  of  Olivet."  (Stanley.) 
That  the  "Mount  of  Olives  "  is  a  general  designation,  em- 
bracing the  eastern  as  well  as  the  wcsterii  slopes,  and  the 
villages  upon  them,  is  apparent  from  various  passages  in 
tbe  Evangelists.  (Compare  Mark  xi.  1;  Lute  six.  29; 
Mark  xi.  11,  12  ;  Lute  xxi.  37.)  We  have,  then,  to  seek  a 
i  upon  the  mount,  in  the  neighborhood  of 
',  and  distant  about  a  sabbath-day's  journey  from 
Jerusalem.'  Such  a  site  Barclay  thiuks  he  finds  in  a  bill 
which  overhangs  Bethany,  that  lies  about  five  hundred 
yards  below.    This  hill  is  a  mile  from  St.  Stephen's  gate, 

1  nar,  ES4. 

'  Meyar  would  make,  not  the  ptace  of  the  ascension,  but  tbe  raounlain,  to 
be  so  far  distant.  But  the  mountaiu,  at  ita  hnse  and  lower  slopes,  is  within 
a  few  rods  of  the  city,  ."The  mean  distance,"  says  Barclay,  (59,)  "of  that 
portion  of  its  SQmmit  oppoaite  ihe  city,  is  lAout  half  a  mile.  But  by  the 
nearest  pathway  it  is  918  yards  from  St.  Stephen's  gate  to  the  Church  of  the 
Ascension;  by  the  longerfootpalh,  ISlOyardsj  and  by  the  Dimn  camel  road, 
is  perhaps  a  little  farther." 
26* 
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and  within  a  hundred  yards  of  the  direct  footpath  from 
Bethany  to  Jerusalem,  However  it  may  be  with  this  par- 
ticidar  spot,  there  is  little  doubt  that  from  some  oae  of  the 
heights  a  little  below  the  summit  of  Olivet,  that  look  to 
the  east,  and  overhang  the  village  of  Bethany,  He  ascended 
to  sit  at  the  right  hand  of  His  Father.' 

In  regard  to  the  hour  of  the  day  when  the  ascension 
took  place,  nothing  definite  can  be  said.  By  some  it  is 
supposed  to  have  been  early  morning,  by  others  midday. 
That  others  were  present  beside  the  Eleven,  is  probable, 
though  not  expressly  said. 

The  difficulties  connected  with  the  statements  of  the 
Jlvangelists  respecting  the  ascension  demand  that  we  ex- 
amine their  respective  narratives  in  some  detail.  Matthew 
does  not  say  that  Jesus  ascended  into  heaven  after  His  res- 
urrection, bat  closes  his  Gospel  with  the  departure  of  the 
Eleven  from  Jerusalem  to  Galilee,  where  Jesus  met  them 
at  the  mountain,  as  He  had  appointed  them.  There,  as  it 
would  seem.  He  gave  them  the  commission  to  go  and  teach 
all  nations,  promising  to  be  with  them  to  the  end  of 
the  world.'  That  these  words  were  spoken  at  this  in- 
terview in  Galilee  is  inti-insieally  probable ;  and  there  is 
an  especial  fitness  in  It  if  we  suppose  that,  not  only  the 
Eleven,  but  the  great  body  of  the  disciples  were  present. 
But  the  assertion  that  this  was  the  final  interview,  and  these 
the  last  words  of  Jesus  to  His  apostles,  and  therefore  that 
the  ascension  was  from  Galilee,  is  without  proof.  Here,  as 
often,  the  brevity  of  our  Evangelist  must  be  complemented 
by  the  fuller  narratives  of  the  othei-s.  Had  we  the  account 
of  Matthew  only,  we  could  not  know  that  Jesus  ascended 

'  la  fiivor  of  the  traditional  aiie,  see  "Wiliiams,  ii.  «0;  EUioott,  413. 
Jones,  {Notes,  451,)  who  suppoaes  sevepal  ascension^,  malses  tbe  first  to  liave 
taken  place  on  the  evening  of  the  daj  of  Uie  resurrection,  (Luke  isLv.  50, 
Ti],)  and  to  hare  been  at  Bethany,  nearly  two  miles  from  Jerusalem;  and  the 
liat,  (Acts  i.  13,)  from  Olivet,  about  five  furlongs  distant. 

'  Tlschcndorf,  Llchtenstcln,  Robinson.' 
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from  the  mountain  in  Galileo,  dnce  lie  does  not  mention  the 
ascension  at  all.  But  as  he  was  not  ignorant  of  the  fact,  so 
he  could  not  Lave  been  of  the  time  and  place. 

The  narrative  of  Mark  (xvi.  14-20)  presents  greater 
difficulties.  He  records  the  command  of  the  Lord  to  go 
into  all  the  world  and  preach  the  Gospel,  and  the  promise 
that  certain  signs  should  follow  them  that  believe.  From 
the  connection  in  which  His  words  stand  it  would  seem 
that  they  were  spoken  to  the  Eleven  as  they  sat  at  meat 
on  the  evening  of  the  day  of  the  resurrection,  and  that  im- 
mediately after  He  ascended  into  heaven.  This,  however, 
is  wholly  irreconcilable  with  the  statements  of  Luke  ;  and 
it  is  also  intrinsically  improbable  that  upon  the  occasion  of 
His  first  meeting  with  the  apostles  after  He  had  risen,  and 
while  their  minds  were  in  so  great  excitement,  He  should 
give  them  this  commission.  We  give  some  of  the  solutions 
that  have  been  proposed  :  1st.  That  which  takes  Mark's 
narrative  as  strictly  chronological,  and  makes  the  Lord's 
words  to  have  been  spoken  to  the  Eleven,  on  the  evening 
of  the  day  of  the  resurrection,  and  His  ascension  to  have 
immediately  followed.  This  is  affii-med  by  those  who,  as 
Kinkel  and  Jones,  maintain  that  He  repeatedly  ascended  to 
heaven ;  and,  indeed,  that  He  departed  thither  after  each 
appearance  to  His  disciples.  The  ascension  on  the  fortieth 
day  (Acts  i.  9)  was  the  last,  and  as  such  visible,  and 
marked  with  especial  solemnity.'  This  view  of  several  as- 
censions may  remove  some  difficnlties,  but  involves  others 
greater,  both  historical  and  dogmatic  Others  affirm,  as 
Meyer  and  Alford,  that  Mark,  intending  to  relate  what  took 
place  at  one  and  the  same  tinie,  biings  together  here  by 
mistake  what  really  took  place  on  several  distinct  occasions. 
He  supposed  that  the  Lord  spake  these  words  to  the  Eleven 

1  See  KiDkol,  Studien  u.  Krit,  1641,  translated  in  Bib.  Sacra,  Feb.  IS44. 
Jones,  (Notes,  480 :)  "  He  was  during  the  forty  days  ordinarily  nn  inhabitant 
of  the  beaTtnlj'  woild."    See,  ooiilra,  Kobinsoa,  id  Bib.  Sacrs,  Mny,  1845. 
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on  the  evening  of  tlie  day  He  rose,  and  tlie  same  evening 
ascended  to  heaven.  The  same  rule  of  interpretation  seems 
also  to  show  that  He  was  received  up  from  the  room  in 
which  they  were  eating,  and  that  the  Eleven,  going  imme- 
diately forth  from  this  room,  began  at  once  to  preach  the 
Gospel.  Of  course  the  writer,  whether  JVIark  or  some  one 
else,  could  have  known  nothing  of  the  several  appearances 
of  Jesua  dui-ing  the  forty  days,  of  the  ascension  from  Beth- 
any, or  of  the  ten  days'  waiting  for  the  Spirit  ere  tbe  dis- 
ciples began  to  preach.  The  supposition  of  such  ignorance 
itself  presents  a  greater  difficulty  than  that  it  is  intended 
to  remove. 

2d.  That  which  makes  Jesus  to  have  spoken  these  words 
to  the  Eleven  on  the  evening  of  the  day  of  the  resurrection, 
bat  detess  the  ascension  itself  to  the  fortieth  day  following. 
In  this  case  the  phrase  /^era  to  iaX)j(rai,  "  After  the  Lord 
had  spoken  to  them,"  (v.  19,)  is  not  to  be  confined  to  the 
few  words  just  recorded,  but  embraces  His  discourses  in 
general,  down  to  the  time  He  ascended. 

3d.  That  which  places  His  interview  with  the  Eleven  on 
the  evening  of  the  day  of  the  resuiTection,  (v.  14,)  but  the 
words  following  upon  some  subsequent  occasion,  perhaps 
upon  the  mount  in  Galilee  ;  and  the  ascension  at  a  still  later 
period. 

4th.  That  which  makes  this  intei-view  with  the  Eleven 
to  have  been  after  the  return  of  Jesus  and  the  disciples 
from  Galilee  to  Jerusalem,  and  immediately  before  the  as- 
cension at  Bethany. 

The  obvious  and  natm-al  interpretation  of  the  narrative 
is  this :  The  Evangelist,  wishing  to  give  in  the  briefest  way 
the  substance  of  the  Lord's  missionary  commission  to  the 
Church,  with  its  accompanying  promises,  connects  it  with  a 
meeting  of  the  eleven  apcstles,  which  may  have  been  on 
the  evening  of  the  day  of  the  resurrection,  or  more  probably 
at  some  subsequent  period.      All  the  instvuctious  of  the 
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forty  daya  ujion  tliis  point,  are  summed  np  in  theao  few 
words.  In  the  same  concise  way  it  is  said,  that  after  the 
Lord  had  spoken  to  them,  or  after  He  had  finished  His 
instructions,  He  was  received  up.  To  press  this  brevity  as 
indicating  ignorance  on  hia  part  of  the  real  order  of  events, 
is  hypereriticai. 

Substantially  the  same  diificulties  meet  ua  in  the  narra^ 
tiveofLukeasinthat  of  Mark.  In  bis  Gospel,  (xxiv,  33-ol,) 
he  seems  to  represent  the  ascension  as  taking  place  the 
evening  after  Jeaua  rose  from  the  dead.  He  meets  the 
Eleven  and  others  as  they  were  gathered  together,  and 
after  convincing  them  that  He  was  really  risen,  by  eating 
before  them,  and  discoursing  to  them,  He  leads  them  out 
to  Bethany,  and,  blessing  them,  is  carried  up  into  heaven. 
In  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles,  however,  the  Evangelist  states 
explicitly  that  He  was  seen  of  them  forty  days,  and  full  de- 
tails respecting  His  ascension  at  the  end  of  this  period,  are 
given.  Do  these  two  accounts  conflict  with  each  other? 
This  is  affirmed  by  Meyer.  According  to  him,  there  were 
two  traditions,  one  of  which  represented  the  Lord  as  as- 
cending upon  the  day  of  the  resurrection;  the  other,  after 
forty  days.  In  his  Gospel,  Luke  follows  the  former;  in 
the  Acts,  the  latter.  With  Meyer,  Alford  agrees.  "  Luke, 
at  the  time  of  writing  his  Gospel,  was  not  aware  of  any  Gali- 
lean appearances  of  the  Lord,  nor  indeed  of  any  later  than 
this  one.  That  he  corrects  this  in  Acts  1,  shows  him  to 
have  become  ac(iuainted  with  some  other  sources  of  infor- 
mation, not  however,  perhaps,  including  the  Galilean  ap- 
pearances." An  this  is  arbitrary  conjecture.  There  is  not 
the  slightest  hint  that  the  Evangelist  wished  to  correct  in 
the  later  account  an  error  in  the  earlier.  Had  he  made  so 
gross  a  mistake,  common  honesty  toward  his  readers  would 
have  demanded  an  explicit  statement  of  it,  and  a  retraction. 
On  the  contrary,  he  says  that  his  former  treatise  embraced 
al!  that  Jesus  did  and  taught  "Until  the  day  in  which  He 
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was  taken  up,"  which  day,  as  he  says,  was  the  fortieth  after 
His  resurrection.  This  ia  a  plain  averment  that  in  his 
Grospel  he  placed  the  ascension  on  the  fortieth  day,  althoagh 
he  did  not  then  give  any  specific  designation  of  time.' 

Those  who,  iike  Jones,  make  the  Lord  to  have  often 
ascended,  refer  these  accounts  of  Luke  to  different  events. 
In  the  Gospel  he  speaks  of  the  ascension  on  the  evening 
following  the  resurrection ;  in  Acts,  of  the  last  ascension. 
And  as  the  time,  so  the  place  was  different ;  the  Ibrmer 
ascension  being  from  Bethany,  the  latter  from  the  summit 
of  the  Mount  of  Olives."  But  Luke's  language,  in  his  Gos- 
pel, plainly  shows  that  he  cannot  speak  of  an  ascension  upon 
the  evening  of  the  day  when  Jesua  arose.  The  day  was  far 
spent  when  lie  was  with  the  two  disciples  at  Emmaus,  and 
they  returned  to  Jerusalem,  and  probably  were  some  time 
with  the  Eleven,  ere  Jesua  joined  them.  Some  time  passed 
in  convincing  them  of  His  actual  resurrection,  and  in  dis- 
coui-sing  to  them.  It  mtist  therefore  have  been  late  in  the 
evening  ere  He  led  them  out  to  Bethany,  two  miles  distant, 
and  the  ascension  itself  must  have  been  in  the  dead  of  night. 
This  is  intrinsically  improbable,  or  rather  incredible. 

When  the  words  recorded  by  Luke  (xxiv.  44-48)  were 
spoken,  is  not  certain.  Sorae  would  put  them  in  immediate 
connection  with  what  precedes ;  others  refer  them  to  a  later 
period  ;  to  the  second  interview  with  the  Eleven,  or  to  the 
n  et  g  pon  the  mount  in  Galilee,  or  to  the  day  of  the 
isce  so  II  at  the  Evangelist  gives  here  a  summary  of 
Jes  s  teich  ngs  during  the  forty  days,  is  made  doubtful  by 
the  fa  t  of  H  s  opening  their  understanding,  v.  45,  which 
seen  s  to  refer  to  some  special  act  rather  than  to  a  gradual 
p  ocess  of  enl  ghtening.    "We  therefore  connect  this  with 

'  See  Ebrard,  B9S. 

3  In  this  wny  Jones  exp1a.mE)  Ibe  statement  of  BaniabBS,  that  tlic  Lord 
ascended  on  the  eightli  or  Sabbuth  daj.  See  HeCerle,  Putrum  Apostolicorum 
Opera,  ii. 
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the  reception  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  John  xx.  21-23,  which 
was  on  the  evening  following  the  resurrection.  Possibly 
vs.  46-48  may  have  been  spoken  later.  That  the  command, 
V.  49,  to  tarry  in  the  city  of  Jerusalem  was  spoken  after 
they  had  returned  hither  from  Galilee,  and  is  identical  with 
the  command  Acts  i.  4,  needs  no  proof. 

Thus  comparing  the  several  Evangelists,  jve  find  that 
the  Lord,  during  the  forty  days,  first  manifested  Himself  to 
His  disciples  in  Judea,  and,  going  thence  to  Galilee,  return- 
ed agdn  to  Judea.  So  far  as  we  can  learn,  it  was  not  His 
purpose  to  have  shown  Himself  to  thorn  in  Jerusalem,  for 
He  had  commanded  them  to  go  into  Galilee,  and  there  they 
should  see  Him.  But  their  unbelief  in  His  words  respects 
ing  His  reaurrection,  made  it  necessary  that  He  should  mani- 
fest Himself  to  them  there;  yet  even  after  they  fiad  seen 
Him,  the  unbelief  of  one  seems  to  have  detained  them  some 
days  at  Jerusalem.  As  in  Galilee  He  had  gathered  His 
disciples,  so  here  Ho  appoints  a  place  of  general  meeting. 
But  He  cannot  ascend  to  His  Father  from  Galilee.  As  He 
went  up  to  Jerusalem  to  die.  He  now  goes  up  thither  again, 
that  from  the  Mount  of  Olives,  overlooking  the  Holy  City 
and  the  temple,  He  may  ascend  to  His  Father's  right  hand 
e  the  kingdom,  and  to  await  the  hour  when  His 
3  shall  be  made  His  footstool,  and  the  Lord  shall 
be  King  over  all  the  earth. 

" ge  iittii  Df  ®alll£c,  inljgElanir  a^  gajingjip-iniolietilim?  S^b 
same  |isus  fo^itlj  is  fakcii  h@  from  gon  iirio  ftabtit,  b^hU  so  tome  irt 
lib  tffliBivM  as  gc  ^ribt  ma  f  im  go  inta  f  abtn." 
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2W»:  iropriEOns  John,  291 ;  celebralea 
hlrthday,  W3 ;  threiteas  tg  kill  Jesus, 
sas  -.  Jehus  aent  to,  by  Pilate,  6H. 

nerodiai>s.wlio,Z4S. 

Herodiaa,119a. 

ImwceDls,  murder  of,  12, 94r-9$. 

Jacoh,  well  of,  Iflfl,  1S7. 
jamee  the  Apostle.  UO,  228. 
James,  sou  of  Alpbeua,  lOS-lU. 
Jerioho,  vislled  by  Jesae,  £92. 
Je^ra,  term  as  used  by  John,  447, 448. 
Jolialhe  ApoBC!B,Qrst  visit  of,  to  Jesue, 
U5;  cat!   of.  23S-230;  ambition   of; 

ocoSBi^MIjiit  ttiv  Beyuloiira,  572. 

JahB  (he  Baptln,  time  of  birth,  15 ; 
timeof  beglDDhiB  Ui  mlnlBtiy,  23,  24 ; 
age  of,  -when  hs  beEan  to  pieaeh,  w ; 
bTrthplacfl,^  40:  ^ace  of  bapIdQus, 
110:  [estlmonf  to  Jeiui,  141,  l£l :  tKku- 
Uzeg  at  .^uon,  lU;  relnlioni  of  his 
baptism  to  Oat  of  Christ,  15»-lel ; 
imprlBnnmcDt  of,  103 :  meeBSi^  tu  Je- 
eua,  2ltT'2fiO ;  death  oi;  289, 290. 

Jordan,  floods  in,  a3-S5. 

Joseph,  his  Uneaite,  4S,  49 :  prior  loar- 
r^  of,  lOS,  VM. 

Joeapli  ot  Arimntlien,  vecelvoB  the 
Lord's  body,  665-667. 

Jnda,olts'of;46. 

Jodag  offended  at  Christ's  words,  400 ; 
hargalnin^  "wHIi  the  priests,  422;  at 
paschal  snppur,  4A&-4m ;  whether  pi-PH- 
ent  at  the  lord's  sapper,  430-473; 
leads  the  soldiers  lo  arrest  Jesus,  483 : 
returns  Ihe  thirty  uieces  of  eiWer, 
GIO :  his  death,  610 ;  Ills  inotlTes,  61S. 

Judea,  the  Lord's  work  in,  130. 

Karaites,  427. 

Lazarua,  dealh  of,  379 ;   sepnlohre  of, 


LysanloB,  tetrarch  of  Abilene,  13^1S6, 


lary  Magdalene,  har  character,  280, 
261 ;  vleita  the  aspnlchre,  on,  673 ; 
Jesus  appesra  flrBt  to,  679,  HO. 

lary,  motHer  of  Jesus,  parentaaeof,49: 
of  the  hoDse  of  DavliJ,  {11-65 ;  Is  vlsll^ 
by  Gsbritl,  82 ;  \istls  Blsabelh,  63-60 ; 
at  (he  Passover,  103 ;  at  Cona,  149 ; 


^  of  La^rns,  Is  commt 


Matthew.    Soo  Levi. 

Ministry,  the  Lord's,  divisions  of,  117- 
lao :  in  Judea,  ISO ;  in  Galilee,  ISO- 
193;  genorsl  features  of,  in  Galilee, 
22D-223 ;  later  work  tn  Galilee,  2S6-297. 

MiraclES,  of  heaiins:— Healing  ol  noble- 
man's son,10S ;  of  Impotent  man,  1GB ; 
of  Hie  pOBBEssed  In  the  synagogue, 
231 :  of  fflmotf  a  wife's  mother,  231 ;  of 
the  leper,  234 :  of  the  paralyuc,  236  : 
of  the  man  with  a  withered  hand, 
243;  of  the  centurion's  servant,  255; 
of  blind  and  dumb  possessed,  262 ;  of 
the  Oeivesene  demoniacs,  276;  of 
woman  with  issue  of  blood,  £78;  of 
two  blind  men,  283 ;  of  a  dumb  pei-aon 
MBsesaed,  2S3 ;  of  Ihe  daughter  of  a 
thiuiclan  woman,  810  ;  of  man  with 
an  impediment  in  spcFOh,  312  ;  of 
blind  man  at  Bethiaiaa,  316 ;  of  luna- 
tic child,  326 ;  of  man  blind  from  Urlh, 
337  ;  of  dumb  possessed,  866;  of  siok 

man  with  dropsy,  376  ;    of  Ihe  tea 
lepera,  8SS  ;  of  the  Wind  men  at  Jeri- 
cho, 392 :  of  Uaichus'  ear,  433. 
,  other  kinds  of :— Changing  wa- 

of  the  Naanrenes,'  199 ;  first  draught 
of  fishes,  230;  raising  of  the  widow's 
son, 256;  stilling  of  the  tempest,  269 : 
raising  of  daiwhier  of  Jalrns,  2S2; 
feeding  of  the  S,0D0,  299 ;  walking  on 
the  sea,  306 :  feeding  of  Che  4,000, 813 ; 
money  in  flOi'a  month,  SSfl ;  raising  of 
Lazarus,  379:  wltherfng  ot  Og  tree, 
413  ;  second  draught  offlihes,  MS. 

In  general :— Wrooght  nt  Jem- 

salem,  at  Passover,  153 ;  ut  Gaper- 
nnum,  231;  by  the  H'a-shoro,  246;he- 
furo  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount,  249 ;  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Kazarelh,  280 ;  in 
the  land  of  Gennesaret,  307;  on  east 
side  of  sea  of  Galilee,  3l2  ;  in  the  tem- 
ple. 412. 

Nalii.  siteof,  256. 
Nativity,  cave  of,  79-83. 


icioy  Google 


GENERAL  ISDEX. 


iliTea,  Monnt  of,  path  OTor  ftoni  Eelh- 
BDj,  40T  i  dlaoourse  upon,  420  ;  dia- 

Biunfrom,  *07,  flOS. 


tblea,  thoa 


n  Iw  thB  ft 


of  wa  good 
-■IboT.SM, 

S77 ;  of  lOBt  Bbeep,  los    . 

X|  ^trodLgal  boc^  unrighctoua 
■wwiuu,  ofthe  rtoh  man  aud  Lazarns, 
SIR:  of  DiJnetlDdKe,  of  PJiarleee  and 

SibllilBn,  SaB :  of  Uie  poands,  393  :  of 
a  two  Eona,  Uie  wicked  JtueiKiDd- 
mea,  tbe  Idng^e  con,  414 :  of  ibe  fool- 
ish TliiilDB,  the  iDlonlx,  m 
PuBotiBl  supper, wheiharealan  by  JoBus, 

42Mao ;  order  of,  46S,  487. 
FBBaoven,  nnmber  of,  in  Jesos'  mlnli- 

^'i  flnt'of,  In^BlB  miiilelry,  US: 
second  of,  ITI,  ISO;    tlitrd   of,  soe; 

Ferea,  Jesus'  last  Joarney  tbrongb,  347 ; 

■viailed  by  the  Seventy,  3M. 
Fetor,   Blmon,  flrat  meets  Jeann,  140; 

Sobn,  262;  atlempt  to  walk  on  tha 
-water,  H»;  first  canfeeelon  of;  SOS; 
laiiDnil  cohfeBslon  of,  319,  S£D ;  denlala 
foretold,  473,  i71;  lliilee  denleH  the 
I.ord,  «3-iM;  Tlalls  the  aepnlcbre 
with  John,  69S  ;  Bees  thp  Lord  In  Je- 
riiBalem,  aoo ;  at  ibe  lake  of  mberlaB, 

Pharisees,  dirmtatlon  of,  1o  H^ohn,  144; 
deinard  ft  sitn  of  JesuB,  153;  hinder 
baptism  by  5een8,  170;  hoBJiHty  tf 
JeBtls,  !44 ;  hlasphemy  of,  264,  Stb 
demand  a  bI^es,  31E ;  send  officers  tl 
arrsit  Jesus,  SSa ;  dsmsnd  Bie  aulhor- 
Ity,  4U ;  Bttempi  to  entrap  Hini,  Hi, 
lai;  brpDiirlsy  of,  rebnked,  417. 

PUate,  Pontlna,  administration  of, 
Jesus  brought  before  him,  SIG- 
ailemots  to  release  Jeeua,  622- 
aatsa^filS. 

Rdsoner,  release  of,  at  Paeaorer,  fia 

Fretorlnm,  site  of,  614-6W. 

Puniabnient,  cspllal,  power  to  in 
-when  taken  tioia  the  JewB,  33, 
498. 

Purlm.feastof,  174,  111. 


Sanheflrtni,  Jesue  before,  184:  sends 
officers  to  arrest  Him,  333:  takes 
counsel  to  put  Him  lo  dcBtb,  38S; 
pDwere  of,  4e»-4e9 ;  second  buk^ou  or' 
loe-«09. 

Saturoinns,  governor  of  Syria,  3. 

Bconrglr.a  of  Jef  ue,  626, 6i8. 

Scribes,  depnlatinn  of,  l^om  JeruSDlem, 
see :  secai:d  depnlatlon,  309. 

Bniniobre,  the  Loi-d's,  site  <  666-^67 ; 
Eealiiig  of.  MS, 

Sermon  on  the  Monnt,  243-SS3. 

Seventy,  the,  sending  of, 352 ;  Tshin  and 


mon  of  Cyrene,  684. 

ildlere,  Roman,  aid  to  an'^at  Jcsi 

480 ;  bribery  of,  694,  BB6. 


Temple,  rebuilt  by  Herod,  8 ;  first  puri- 

purlflcfltlon  of,  i«B  411 '  veil  of,  649. 
Temptations,  plate  of,  147. 
Thomas,  unbelief  of,  601. 
Tiberias,  coUeagueshlp  nilh  Aagnstue, 


Via  Dolorosa,  631,  n.  S. 

Wnehine  of  dlaciplee'  feet  by  Jeaus,  161, 
4fl2;  of  Pilate's  hands,  624. 


to  sepulchre,  673,  6; 
BB,  noi  high  priest,  4 
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The  BDEel  and  the 
Olnmiuclsioa  af  J 

Coming  of  the  Ma 
Flight  or  Jetus  la     'Eej 
Emuto  to  TSaxate 
Jeans,  at  twelve  ) 
John  the  BapUat        ne 
BapClBiDOf  Jesne 
Jeani  tempted  Id  tb   <nil 
Deputation  of  Priest 

Wedding  at  OuA      Qsl 
First  pflsBovar  at     snai 
Jeeas  begins  to  bapt  se, 
Jesus  dewu-lB  Inlo  Ob    ee 
A  few  weeks  spen 
The  Bapttsl  impri 

Jesue  begins  His  y 

CsUingofthetbn      Ih   le 


Jems  snolated  by 

Healing  at  Onper 

ohsrge  of  th 


UattheVs  feast 


icioy  Google 


CHRONOLOGICAL  INDEX. 


I,  Bad  feedlnic 


anoDd  vl^t  to  Ni 
lefltilofBapMat; 
roasli^  of  l]i«  tnp44,  h^u  X 

iBcoui-80  at  Os'pornaiini'reBpeDlln'B  IhB  brasd  of  life  ipc 

MDBviallB  the  coasts  of  QVre  Slid  Sldon;  heBls  Ihe  dun  li 

let  of  Syro-PlnBDioiBii  womsn;  TfsflB  tho  reg    a  of 

Decapojisiheab  one  Willi  aulmpedimeut  In  bisep  ^  h, 

feadeiliB  4,000, aummar, 

aaizs  r«tDnis  to  Capflmabm ;  Is  tempted  by  tba  Pbarlaees  ; 

bifnd  Hum  Kt  BeiEenlds, Siuniser, 

etei-s  coafeiulon  tbst  Ho  !a  the  Clirlst ;  Eeimnonnces  His 


IcoMld,. 
Capernaum  pays  Ibe  tribute  mbiiej ;  : 
III  tbe  temple ;  effotte  to  arrest  IKm, 


ling  of  lunatic  cMld, tS 

19  Journeys  tbmngb  Qalilee,  lesoliing  Ibe  dlEciples 


An  adulters 

Omee,  ^S«  aman  m^  om  i  ,  re  urn  o  ^^^^ 
I^nal  departnre  ftnm  QalilEe:  ts  rejected  at  Samaria; 

sendinitoftheSevBiity, -whom  be  follows,  .  .  Nov., 
Jeanala  altended  by  great  multitude!  ;  parable  of  the  good 

8amarit:in :  Eb  giTSB  a  fbrm  of  pi'ayer,  .  .  .  Nov., 
Healing  of  a  dumb  poaeaaed  manj  renewed  Iilaapbemy  of 

tbBPlarlsOBsidlnlOKWllliHPbariBeBj  Jeansrebukes 

hypooriay; -pwiibleoftbe  rich  fool,  .  .  .  Nov.-Dec., 
Jesna  Is  loia  of^the  uiafder  of  tJie  GallleanB  by  Pllale ; 

parable  of  tbe  fig  tree :  beallng  of  a  woman  IS  yenn 

elcb;  iBWamedaEalnstHerod,  .  .  .  Nov.-Dec., 
Team  of  DedlcaUon ,  visit  to  Mary  and  Marlba ;  the  Jews 

Jordan Doc., 

Jesna  dlnea  witb  a  Pburlaeo.  and  benls  a  man  wtlb  (Iropsy ; 

parnblBs  of  the  great  snppcr,  of  tie  loBt  sheep,  of  the 

lost  piece  of  altver,  of-Iho  unlast  sleivard,  of  llie  rioh 

man  ana  Lainrus,      .       ,        .       ,       .       .       .       .    Deo., 

Beanrrectlon  of  Laaarus  ;  counsel  of  tbo  Jews  to  nut  Him 

to  death  ;  He  retires  lo  Ephi-aim,  .  .  .  Jsn.-Feb., 
B«jonm  in  Epbrnim  till  Passover  at  hand ;  joiimeya  on  tbo 
border  of  Sorearia  and  Galileo  ;  hesllns  of  ten  lepers  ; 
parables  ofthe  unjust  Judge,  and  of  Pharisee  endpuh- 
ncBD ;  teaohlng  respecting  dh-oroe ;  htesslng  of  chil- 
dren ;  tho  young  ruler,  and  parable  of  laborera  tn  the 


John, March, 

Helping  of  blind  men  at  Jericho ;  Zaccheas  -,  parahloof  the 

poanda;  depnrtUTB  to  Bethany,  ....  March, 
Sopperat  Bethany,  and  anaintlne  of  Jeans  by  Mary,  Bat.,  Aprtll, 
Entry  Into  jBruaalem ;  Tlalt  to  the  temple,  and  return  to 

Bethany, .      ■ Sund.,  Antll  E, 

Cursing  of  the  He  treo:  eecond  puriQcallan  of  the  temple ; 

return  to  Bethany, Hona.,AprllS, 

Teaohlni  In  the  iBmplo  ;  parables  of  tho  two  boub,  of  the 

wlofed  hnabandmen,  of  tbe  king's  son;  attempls  of 


who  dedre 


re  from  the  1 


return  to  Bethany  ;   agreement  of  JuflOB  with  tbo 
pHeslB  to  betray  Him,  .       ....       Tqcs.,April4, 
JeeuB  seeks  rellrement  at Setban;,       .       .  Wed.,  April  G, 
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